Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


HARVARD  COLLEGE  LIBRARY 


PUSCHASHD  ntOMTBB 

BOSTON  LIBRARY  SOCIETY 

VnH  INOOMB  PROU  THB 

AMEY  RICHMOND  SHELDON  FUND 
1941 


■v     I  i\ 


WAVERLEY    NOV'i^LS 


Volume  '35. 


TALES  OF  THE  ^RUSJlDERS. 


THE    BETROTHED 


t. 


IN    TWO    VOLUMES. 


.     ?9s^-6 


7f-^ 


PARKER'S   EDITION, 

ftSTISED    AVD    CORRECTED,   WITH    A    GK.<iERAI.    PRF.FACZ,    vn 

INTRODUCTION     TO     EACH     irOTEF.,     AND     ROTES, 

HlfTORICAL     ARD    ILLUSTRATIVE,    BY 

THE    AUTHOR. 


BOSTON: 

SAMUEL  H.  rARKER,  VVASUUTUTON  STUEKT, 


1834. 

J 


1^/35.  G.  35 


Aharvapo 

lUNlVhKslTY 
1  LIBRARY 

I   MAR  5  1941 


»  .  \  1       c  '^  ^ 


*  I  ' 


^■^  'ii->    ->. 


V     •».<j 


INTRODUCTION 


THE  BETROTHED. 


The  Tsles  of  the  Crusaders  waa  determined  up(»i  as 
tfae  tJtle  of  the  following  series  of.  lltfse  novels,  rather 
by  tbe  advice  of  the  few  friends  wEofea  death  has  now 
rendered  still  fewer,  than  by  tbe  author's  own  taste.  Not, 
but  that  he  saw  plnlnly  enough  tbe  interest  which  might 
be  excited  by  the  rery  name  of  tfae  Crusades,  but  he  was 
CMiscious  at  the  same  time  that  that  iuteresl  was  of  a 
character  which  it  might  be  more  easy  to  create  than  to 
Satisfy,  and  that  by  the  mention  of  so  magniGceut  a  sub- 
ject each  reader  might  be  induced  to  call  up  to  his  im- 
agination a  sketch  so  extensive  and  so  grand  that  it  might 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  author  to  Gil  it  up,  who  would 
thus  stand  in  the  predicament  of  tbe  dwarf  bringing  witb 
bim  a  standard  to  measure  his  own  stature,  and  showing 
himself,  therefore,  says  Sterne,  "  a  dwarf  more  ways 
than  one." 

It  is  a  fact,  if  it  were  worth  while  to  examine  it,  that 
the  publisher  and  author,  however  much  their  general  in- 
terests are  tbe  same,  may  be  said  to  difier  so  far  as  title- 
pages  are  concerned ;  and  it  is  a  secret  .of  the  tale-telling 
art,  if  it  could  be  termed  a  secret  worth  knowing,  that  a 
taking  title,  as  it  is  called,  best  answera  the  puq)oseof 
tfae  bookseller,  since  it  often  goes  far  to  cover  his  risk, 
and  sells  an  editkin  not  unfrequently  before  the  public 
have  well  seen  it.  But  tbe  author  ought  lo  BeeW  vwm 
perutftnt  famOp^d  wish  that  his  work,  when  \\s  \«%.^« 
*»»w  w  mii'afytald  be  at  least  faitVy  yiAgaA  o 
Ommaajf  tmt  qpreltsts  have  been  aaxvooa 
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give  their  works  such  titles  as  render  it  out  of  the  reader's 
power  to  conjecture  their  contents,  until  they  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  reading  them. 

All  this  did  not  prevent  tlie  Tales  of  the  Crusaders 
from  being  the  title  fixed  on  ;  and  the  celebrated  year  of 
projects  (eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five)  being  the 
time  of  publication,  an  introduction  was  prefixed  accord- 
ing to  the  humour  of  the  day. 

The  first  tale  of  the  series  was  influenced  in  its  struc- 
ture, rather  by  the  wish  to  avoid  tlie  general  expectations 
which  might  be  formed  fix>m  the  tide,  thaii  to  comply 
with  any  one  of  them,  and  so  disappoint  the  rest.  The 
story  was,  therefore,  less  an  incident  belonging  to  the 
Crusades,  than  one  which  was  occasioned  by  the  singular 
cast  of  mind  introduced  and  spread  wide  by  those  me- 
morable undertakings.  The  confusion  among  families 
was  not  the  least  concomitant  evil  of  the  extraordinary 
preponderance  of  this  superstition.  It  was  no  unusual 
thing  for  a  Crusader,  returning  from  his  long  toils  of  war 
and  pilgrimage,  to  find  his  family  augmented  by  some 
young  ofiT-shoot,  of  whom  the  deserted  matron  could  give 
no  very  accurate  account,  or  perhaps  to  find  his  marriage- 
bed  filled,  and  that,  instead  of  becoming  nurse  to  an  old 
man,  his  household  dame  had  preferred  being  the  lady- 
love of  a  young  one.  Numerous  are  the  stories  of  tliis 
kind  told  in  diflferent  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  the  returned 
knight  or  baron,  according  to  his  temper,  sat  down  good- 
naturedly  contented  with  the  account  which  his  lady  gave 
of  a  doubtful  matter,  or  called  in  blood  and  fire  to  vindi- 
cate his  honour,  which,  after  all,  had  been  endangered 
chiefly  by  his  forsaking  his  household  gods  to  seek  ad- 
ventures in  Palestine. 

Scottish  tradition,  quoted,  I  think,  in  some  part  of  the 

-Border  Minstrelsy,  ascribes  to  the  clan  of  Tweedie,  a 

Amily  once  stout  and  warlike,  a  descent  which  would  not 

have  misbecome  a  hero  of  antiquity.     A  baron,  somewhat 

elderly  we  may  suppose,  had  wedded  a  buxom  ^young 

iMijr,  aadsome  months  after  their  unraHVieVefiV^t  M5  ^\.>f 

^^  disiaff  alone  in  bis  old  tower,  amoa^  Aie  idooiuvm^ 
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<if  the  county  of  Peebles,  near  the  sources  of  the  Tweed. 
He  returned  aAer  seven  or  eight  years,  no  uncommon 
space  for  a  pilgrimage  to  Palestine,  and  found  his  family 
bad  not  been  lonely  in  his  absence,  the  lady  having  been   \ 
cheered  by  the  arrival  of  a  stranger,  (of  whose  approach 
she  could  give  the  best  account  of  any  one,)  who  hung 
OD  her  skirts,  and  called  her  mammy,  and  was  just  such 
as  the  baron  would  have  longed  to  call  his  son,  but  that 
be  could  by  no  means  make  his  age  correspond,  according 
to  the  doctrine  of  civilians,  with  hb  own  departure  for 
Palestine.     He  applied  to  bis  wife,  therefore,  for  the 
solution  of  this  dilemma.     The  lady,  after  many  floods 
of  tears,  which  she  had  reserved  for  the  occasion,  inform- 
ed the  honest  gentleman,  that,  walking  one  day  alone  by 
tbe  banks  of  the  infant  river,  a  human  form  arose  from  a 
deep  eddy,  still  known  and  termed  Tweed-pool,  who 
deigned  to  inform  her  that  he  was  the  tutelar  genius  of 
tbe  stream,  and,  hangre^  ma/gr^,  became  the  father  of  the 
sturdy  fellow,  whose  appearance  had  so  much  surprised 
ber  husband.     This  story,  however  suitable  to  Pagan 
times,  would  have  met  with  full  credence,  from  few  of 
tlie  baron's  contemporaries,  but  the  wife  was  young  and 
beautiful,  the  husband  old  and  in  his  dotage  ;  her  family 
(the  Erasers,  it  is  believed)  were  powerful  and  warlike, 
and  the  baron  had  had  6ghting  enough  in  the  holy  wars. 
The  event  was,  that  he  believed,  or  seemed  to  believe, 
the  tale,  and  remained  contented  with  the  child  with 
whom  his  wife  and  the  Tweed  had  generously  presented 
him.     The  only  circumstance  which  preserved  the  mem- 
ory of  the  incident  was,  that  the  youth  retained  the  name 
of  Tweed,  or  Tweedie.     The  baron,  meanwhile,  could 
not,  as  the  old  Scotch  song  says,  "  Keep  the  cradle  row- 
ing," and  the  Tweed  apparently  thought  one  natural  son 
was  family  enough  for  a  decent  Presbyterian  lover ;  and 
so  little  gall  had  the  baron  in  h'ls  composition,  that  having 
bred  up  the  young  Tweed  as  his  heir  while  he  lived,  he 
left  him  in  that  capacity  when  he  died,  and  l\\e  ^wol  ^^ 
river-god  founded  the  /amily  of  Dnunaie\iAQX  ^ud^  o>iwn 

A*      VOL.    1. 


\9  ivmoDrcTiox  to 

ironi  whom  have  Bowed,  in  the  phrase  of  the  Ettrick 
•  Shepherd, ''  many  a  brave  fellow,  and  many  a  hauld  feat." 
The  tale  of  the  Noble  Moringer  is  somewhat  of  the 
,  same  nature — it  exists  in  a  collection  of  German  popular 
j  songs,  entitled,  Sammlung  DeuLschen  Volkslieder,  Ber- 
j  lin,  1807  ;  published  by  Messrs.  Busching  and  Von  der 
;  Hagen.     The  song  is  supposed  to  be  extracted  from  a 
manuscript  chronicle  of  Nicolas  Thomann,  chaplain  to 
St.  Leonard  in  Wiesseuhorn,  and  dated   1533.     The 
ballad,  which  id  popular  in  Germany,  is  supposed,  from 
the  language,  to  have  been  composed  in  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury.    The  Noble  Moringer,  a  powerful   baron  of  Ger- 
many, about  to  set  out  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  land  of  St. 
Thomas,  with  the  geography  of  which  we  are  not  made 
acquainted,  resolves  to  commit  his  castle,  dominions,  and 
lady,  to  the  vassal  who  should  pledge  him  to  keep  watch 
over  them  till  the  seven  years  of  his  pilgrimage  were  ac- 
cooiplisbed.     His  chamberlain,  an  elderly  and  a  cautious 
man,  declines  the  trust,  observing,  that  seven  days,  in- 
stead of  seven  years,  would  be  the  utmost  space  to  which 
he  would  consent  to  pledge  himself  for  the  fidelity  of  any 
woman.     The  esquire  of  the  Noble  Moringer  confidently 
accepts  the  trust  refused  by  the  chamberlain,  and   the 
baron  departs  on  bis  pilgrimage.     The  seven  years  are 
-  now  elapsed,  all  save  a  single  day  and  night,  when,  be- 
hold, a  vision  descends  pn  the  noble  pilgrim  as  he  sleeps 
in  the  land  of  the  stranger. 

^  It  wa«  llie  noble  Morinji^r  within  an  orchard  slept. 
WImhi  on  the  Uaron's  slumberinff  sense  a  boding  vision  crept, 
And  whispered  in  his  ear  a  voice,  *  ^f'ls  lime,  Sir  Knight,  to  wake— 
Thj  ladj  and  thy  heritage  another  master  take. 

"  '  Thy  tower  another  banner  knows,  thv  steeds  another  rein, 
And  sloop  them  to  another^s  will  thy  i^llant  vassal  train ; 
And  she,  the  lady  of  thy  love,  so  faithful  once  and  lair, 
l*bis  night,  within  thy  father's  hall,  she  weds  Marsietteu's  heir.'  " 

Tbe  Moringer  starts  up  and  prays  to  his  patron  St. 

Thomas,  to  rescue  him  from  tbe  impending  shame,  which 

his  devotion  to  bis  patron  had  placed  him  in  danger  of 

Mncurriag,      St.  T/iomas^  who  must  ViavQ  tc\\  \Vi^  \^ 
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tiee  of  the  imputatbn,  performs  a  miracle.  The  Morio- 
ger*s  senses  were  drenched  in  oblivion,  and  when  he 
waked  be  lay  in  a  well-known  spot  of  his  own  domain  ; 
oo  his  right  the  Castle  of  his  fathers,  and  on  his  left  the 
mill,  whk:h,  as  usual,  was  built  not  far  distant  from  the 
Castle. 

^  He  leaned  apoo  his  pili^im't  ttaflT.  and  to  the  mill  he  drew— - 
80  altered  was  hi*  nodiy  form  Uiat  none  tUeir  maitler  knew. 
The  baron  to  the  mulrr  m'kI,  '  Good  frieud,  for  charity, 
Tril  a  poor  pilgrim,  in  your  land,  what  tidings  may  there  be  V 

**  The  miller  answered  him  agrain — *  lie  knew  of  little  news. 
Have  that  ibe  ladv  of  ibe  land  did  a  new  bridegroom  choose ; 
Her  husband  died  in  distant  laud,  such  is  the  constant  word. 
His  death  sits  heavy  on  our  souU,  he  was  a  jnortliy  lord. 

H  *  or  bim  I  held  the  little  mill,  which  wins  mc  living  free- 
God  rest  the  baron  in  his  grave,  he  aye  was  kind  to  me ! 
And  wbea  ttu  Martin's  licle  comes  round,  and  millers  take  their  toll, 
Tbc  priest  that  prays  for  Moringer  sliall  have  both  cope  and  stole.' '' 

Tlie  baron  proceeds  to  the  Castle  gate,  which  is  bolted 
to  prevent  intrusion,  while  the  inside  of  the  mansion 
rung  with  preparations  for  the  marriage  of  the  lady.  The 
pilgrim  prayed  the  porter  for  entrance,  conjuring  him  by 
tiis  own  sufierings,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  late  Moringer  ; 
by  tlie  orders  of  bis  lady,  the  warder  gave  him  admittance. 

"  Then  op  the  hall  paced  Moringer,  his  9lcp  wa^  sad  nn<l  slow  ; 
It  sal  fiill  ocavy  on  bis  heart,  none  seemed  their  lord  to  know. 
He  sat  him  on  a  lowly  bench,  oppressed  with  woe  and  wrong  ; 
Short  while  lie  sat,  but  ne'er  to  nim  seemed  little  space  so  lung. 

**  Now  spent  was  day,  and  feasting  o'er,  and  come  was  evening  lionr. 
The  time  was  nigli  when  new  matte  brides  retire  to  nuptial  bower, 
'Our  Castle's  wont,'  a  bride's  man  said. '  hath  l»een  boih  firm  and  long- 
No  guest  to  harbour  in  our  halls  till  he  !»ball  clmnl  a  sung.'  " 

When  thus  called  upon,  the  disguised  baron  sung  the 
following  melancholy  ditty  : — 

"  '  Chill  flows  the  lay  of  frozen  nge,'  'twas  thuii  the  pilgrim  sung, 
'  Nor  golden  meed,  nor  garment  gay.  unlocks  his  heavy  tnni«ne. 
Once  did  I  sit,  thou  briclcgroom  gay,  at  board  as  rich  a*;  ihine^ 
And  by  my  si<le  as  fair  a  bride,  with  all  her  charms,  wa»  mine. 

'"  But  lime  traced  furrows  on  my  face,  and  1  ^rew  silver-haired. 
For  locks  of  brown  and  cheeks  of  youth, ^she  lefl  this  brow  aud  bc^d\ 
Oace  rich,  but  now  a  pa)mcr  pnor,'\  Iread  life's  \alet\  «Vn;;c, 
AMdmiagh  tridt  jraur  bridal  mirib  ibe  lay  of  froteu  age.'* 
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j  The  lady^  moved  at  the  doleful  recollections  which  the 
I  palmer's  song  recalled,  sent  to  him  a  cup  of  wine.  The 
t   palmer,   having  exhausted   the  goblet,  returned  it,  and 

having  first  dropped  in  the  cup  his  nuptial  ring,  requested 

the  lady  to  pledge  her  venerable  guest. 

"  The  rin^  hatli  caui^t  the  latlv's  eye,  she  views  it  clone  and  near, 
Tkeu  mi^il  you  bear  her  shrifk  aluutl,  *  The  Moriu|(er  in  lM>re  !' 
Then  mii^t  yo4i  spc  her  slart  from  srat.  while  lenrs  in  lorrcuU  fell. 
But  if  she  wept  for  joy  or  woe,  the  ladies  best  can  tell. 

'*  Full  Inod  she  uttered  thanks  to  Heaven,  and  every  saintly  power, 
That  had  restored  the  Morin^der  helore  the  niidai^t  hour ; 
I         And  lo4id  she  uttered  vow  on  vow,  that  never  was  there  bride, 
I        1*IhU  had  like  her  preserved  her  troth,  or  been  so  sorely  tried. 

*'  *  Yes.  here  I  rialm  ilie  praise,'  she  ^aid, '  to  constant  matrons  doe. 
Who  keep  the  troth  that  they  lia\*e  plig^  so  steadfastly  and  true  ; 
For  count  the  term  liowe*er  you  will,  so  that  you  CfHiut  anirht, 
Seven  twelvemonths  and  a  day  are  out  whcu  bells  loll  twcire  lo-uighL' 

"  It  was  Marstctten  then  rose  up,  bis  falchion  there  he  drew, 

He  kneeltMl  t)efore  ihe  Jtforin^T,  ami  down  his  weapon  threw ; 

'  My  oath  ami  knijij^htly  faith  are  broke/  these  were  the  words  he  said  : 

'  Then  take,  my  livgc]  thy  vassal's  sword,  aud  take  ihy  vaisal's  head.^ 

"The  noble  Morin^r  be  smile<l,  and  then  aloud  did  say, 
'  He  calhers  wisdom  that  haili  roamed  seven  twelvemonths  and  a  day  j 
My  (uu:;hter  now  hath  fifteen  yettrs,  fame  spcnk<  her  sweet  and  fair; 
1  giv«  ber  for  the  bride  yoa  lose,  and  name  her  for  my  beir. 

"/The  vo«in)^  bridef^room  hath  youthful  bride,  the  old'bridejerroom  the  old, 
Wboce  iaitb  was  kept  till  tenn  and  tide  so  punctually  were  told  } 
But  ble^siuj^  on  tlie  warder  kind  that  opc<l  my  easii'e  f^ie. 
For  bad  I  come  at  morrow  tide,  I  came  a  day  too  late.'  " 

There  is  aho,  in  the  rich  field  of  German  romance, 
another  edition  of  this  story,  which  has  been  converted 
by  M.  Tieck  (whose  labours  of  that  kind  have  been  so 
remarkable)  into  the  subject  of  one  of  his  romantic 
dramas.  It  is;  however,  unnecessary  to  detail  it,  as  the 
present  author  adopted  his  idea  of  the  tale  chiefly  from 
the  edition  preserved  in  the  mansion  of  Haighhall,  of  old 
the  mansion-house  of  the  family  of  Bradshaigh,  now  pos- 
sessed by  their  descendants  on  the  female  side,  the  Earls 
of  Balcarras.  The  story  greatly  resembles  that  of  the 
Noble  Moringer,  only  there  is  no  miracle  of  St.  Thomas 
to  shock  the  belief  of  good  Protestants.  1  am  permitted, 
fy^  my  noble  friends^  the  lord  aud  lady  of  Hoiv^jlvhall^  to 
pnai  the  following  extract  from  the  tamWy  ^cyv^^o^* 


THB   BBTROTBKD. 


JHt  «mnr«v  MntA^^  9»   j 
Ami  to  Ac  (4a  taH  a 

gfttt  ttittdltr  BnV  A 
MuUgn  iKb  OMcxfct 


AsUktlnatnnal 

SSUcftntti  >nt  t«lr  [sine 
KX.  8.  fi     3. 


St  ti|(B  jaobcl  ta  a  stora  bs  trolrftfon  of  untrauttu 
brctts  tl)at  fit  A*  BOUKam  ScaUsi^ase'fl  atuuntt 
.(fielKBt  10  sear»  bums  tn  tl)e  bmccs)  »f)e 
marrfcli  a  tncltfi  ft<.  Sb'  asaiUfam  rrtornlnQr 
{rom  t^r  iuateu  tame  Cn  a  palmers  fjatrft  amo= 
ngst  t^r  yoon  to  ^agfyt.   S90i)o  to^m  alje  satn  &^ 
toHgrtcfnee  ttat  Qr  (abaucen  grr  fotrmrc 
tittsliaiili  iDcpt.  {or  Wdftti  tte  Ki  ctiaetftelr  i)cr 
at  toCd^  i&)^  SZSfUiam  tucnt  anii  maUc  !)itn  scICe 
Snatonc  to  l^f«  Clcnitants  In  tnci)  sjiace  tlje  ftt 
fldf .  but  iteare  to  Xetoton  ^arfie  .S<^  SSIf  Ilf  am  ouTTs 
tooftr  |i(m  axta  slue  tjlm.    Stttsars  ZSatne 
JSialieU  bias  rnto^ncS  &s  t)fi^  confESsoc  to 
Dor  ^rnnantes  ts  fioine  onrst  eurrj;  tncrtt 
bacrfout  anil  bare  Uss'li  to  a  eEroaoe  ner  SSStgan 
front  tfie  f>agi)e  taaUcst  sl)e  Utua  &^  fs  lalleS 
Jttabb  K  to  tQf«  Iras ;  &*  titer  monument  Eses 
(n  tnigan  01)tirtl)  a»  son  ttre  tfjrr  ^ortfn 

an:  Som:  I3i5. 


10  IHTRODVCTION  TO 

There  were  many  vestiges  around  Haighball,  both  of 
the  Catholic  penances  of  the  Lady  Mabel,  and  of  this 
melancholy  transaction  in  particular ;  the  whole  history 
was  within  the  memory  of  man  portrayed  upon  a  glass 
window  in  the  hall,  where  unfortunately  it  has  not  beea 
preserved.  Alab's  Cross  is  still  extant.  An  old  decayed 
building  is  said  to  have  been  the  place  where  the  ikdy 
Mabel  was  condemned  to  render  penance,  by  walking 
hither  from  Haighball  barefooted  and  barel^^ed  for  tbo 
performance  of  her  devotions.  This  relici  to  which  ao 
anecdote  so  curious  is  annexed,  is  now  unfortunately 
ruinous.  Time  and  whitewash,  says  Mr.  Roby,  bavo 
altogether  defaced  the  effigies  of  the  knight  and  lady  on 
the  tomb.  The  particulars  are  preserved  in  Mr.  Roby's 
Traditions  of  Lancashire,*  to  which  tlie  reader  is  leferred 
for  further  particulars.  It  does  not  appear  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam Bradshaigh  was  irreparably  offended  against  the  too 
hasty  Lady  Mabel,  alti.ough  he  certainly  showed  himself 
of  a  more  Gcry  mould  tlian  the  Scottish  and  Germaa 
barons  who  were  heroes  of  the  former  talcs.  The  tra- 
dition, which  the  author  knew  very  early  in  life,  was  told 
to  hun  by  the  late  Lady  Balcarras.  He  was  so  much 
struck  with  it,  that  being  at  that  time  profuse  of  legendary 
lore,  he  inserted  it  in  the  shape  of  a  note  to  Waverley,-f' 
the  first  of  his  romantic  offences.  Had  he  then  known, 
as  he  now  does,  the  value  of  such  a  story,  it  is  likely 
that,  as  directed  in  the  inimitable  receipt  for  making  an 
epic  poem,  preserved  in  the  Guardian,  he  would  have 
kept  it  for  some  future  opportunity. 

As,  liowever,  the  tale  had  not  been  completely  told, 
and  was  a  very  interesting  one,  and  as  it  was  sufficiently 
interwoven  with  the  Crusades,  the  wars  between  the 
Welsh  and  the  Norman  lords  of  the  Marches  were  selected 
as  a  period  when  all  freedoms  might  be  taken  with  the 
strict  truth  of  history  wiiliout  encountering  any  well- 
known  fact,  which  might  render  the  narrative  improbable. 

*  A  very  elegnnt  work,  5  voh,  ItXiQ.    By  J.  KcAiy , M.  ^. ^.\, 
/  WarcHe/,  present  edition,  vol.  i.  p.  25,  aud  Nole  ■^. 


THE   BBTaOTHBD.  II    : 

Perhaps,  bowever,  the  period  which  vindicates  the  proba- 
bility of  the  tale,  will,  with  its  wars  and  murders,  be  best 
fiMind  described  in  the  following  passage  of  Gry^th  Ap 
£dwin's  wars. 

*^  This  prince  in  conjunction  with  Algar,  Earl  of  Ches- 
ter, who  had  been  banished  from  England  as  a  traitor, 
in  the  reigu  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  marched  into 
Herefordshire  and  wasted  all  that  fertile  country  with  fire 
and  sword,  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  brother  Rhees, 
whose  head  had  been  brought  to  Edward  in  pursuance 
of  an  order  sent  by  that  king  on  account  of  the  depre- 
dations which  he  had  committed  against  the  English  on 
the  borders.  To  stop  these  ravages,  the  Earl  of  Here- 
find,  who  was  nephew  to  Edward,  advanced  with  an 
army,  not  of  English  alone,  but  of  mercenary  Normans 
and  French,  whom  he  had  entertained  in  his  service, 
against  GryflTylh  and  Algar.  He  met  them  near  Here- 
ford, and  offered  them  battle,  which  the  Welsh  monarch, 
who  had  won  five  pitched  battles  before,  and  never -had 
fought  without  conquering,  joyfully  accepted.  The  earl 
had  commanded  his  English  forces  to  fight  on  horse- 
back, in  imitation  of  the  Normans,  against  their  usual 
custom  ;  but  the  Welsh  making  a  furious  and  desperate 
charge,  that  nobleman  himself,  and  the  foreign  cavalry 
led  by  him,  were  so  daunted  at  the  view  of  them,  that 
they  shamefully  fled  without  fighting  ;  which  being  seen 
by  the  English,  they  also  turned  their  backs  on  the  ene- 
my, who,  having  killed  or  wounded  as  many  of  them  as 
they  could  come  up  with  in  their  flight,  entered  triumph- 
antly into  Hereford,  spoiled  and  fired  the  city,  razed  the 
walls  to  the  ground,  slaughtered  some  of  the  citizens, 
led  many  of  them  captive,  and  (to  use  the  words  of  the 
Webh  Chronicle)  left  nothing  in  the  town  but  blood  and 
ashes.  After  this  exploit  they  immediately  returned 
into  Wales,  undoubtedly  from  a  desire  of  securing  their 
prisoners,  and  the  rich  plunder  they  had  gained.  The 
King  of  England  hereupon  conimanded  YaA  H^x^^  Vci 
delect  a  great  army  from  all  parts  of  ibe  W\n%Ao\xv,wv< 
assembling  them  at  Gloucester,  advauced  fcoiu  vVv^wi^^ 


12  IKTRODUCTIOX. 

invade  tlie  dominions  of  GryfTyth  in  North  Wales.  He 
performed  his  orders,  and  penelrated  into  that  country 
without  resistance  from  the  Welsh ;  Gryfiyth  and  Algar 
returning  into  some  parts  of  South  Wales.  What  were  their 
reasons  for  this  conduct  we  are  not  well  informed  ;  nor 
why  Harold  did  not  pursue  his  advantage  against  them  ; 
but  it  appears  that  he  thought  it  more  advisable  at  this 
time  to  treat  with,  than  subdue,  them  ;  for  he  left  North 
Wales/ and  employed  himself  in  rebuilding  the  walls  of 
Hereford,  while  negotiations  were  carrying  on  with 
Gryfi}'th,  which  soon  after  produced  the  restoration  of 
Algar,  and  a  peaoe  with  that  king,  not  very  honourable 
to  England,  as  he  made  no  satisfaction  for  the  mischief 
be  had  done  in  the  war,  nor  any  submissions  to  Edward. 
Harold  mast  doubtless  have  had  some  private  and  forci- 
ble motives  to  conclude  such  a  treaty.  The  very  next 
year  the  Welsh  monarch,  upon  what  quarrel  we  know 
not,  made  a  new  incursion  into  England,  and  killed  the 
Bbhop  of  Hereford,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
many  more  of  the  English,  both  ecclesiastics  and  lay- 
men. Edward  was  counselled  by  Harold,  and  Leofrick, 
Earl  of  Mercia,  to  make  peace  with  him  again  ;  which 
be  again  broke  :  nor  could  he  be  restrained  by  any 
means,  from  these  barbarous  inroads,  before  the  year 
one  thousand  and  sixty-three ;  when  Edward,  whose 
patience  and  pacific  disposition  had  been  too  much 
abused,  commissioned  Harold  to  assemble  the  whole 
strength  of  the  kingdom,  and  make  war  upon  him  in  his 
own  country,  till  he  had  'subdued  or  destroyed  him. 
That  general  acted  so  vigorously,  and  with  so  much  ce- 
lerity, that  he  had  like  to  have  surprised  him  in  his 
palace  :  but  just  before  the  English  forces  arrived  at  his 
gffte,  having  notice  of  the  danger  that  threatened  him, 
and  seeing  no  other  means  of  safety,  he  threw  hiinself 
with  a  few  of  his  household  into  one  of  his  ships  which 
happened  at  the  instant  to  be  ready  to  sail,  and  put  to 
sea." — Lyttleton's  Ui$t.  of  England^  vol.  ii.  p.  338. 
Tbis  passage  will  be  found  to  bear  a  ^ewex^A  t^<%^ta« 
bJance  to  the  Gcthioaa  tale  told  m  iVie  'Bocuasii^* 


TAL£S  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 


THE    BETROTHED. 


INTRODUCTION. 


MINUTES 

Of  Sederunt  of  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Share-hold" 
en  detuning  to  form  a  Joint-Stock  Company ^  united 
'or  the  purpose  of  writing  and  publishing  the  class  of 
works  called  the  Waverley  J^Tovelsj  held  in  the  Water- 
loo Tavern^  RegenVs  Bridge, — Edinburgh,  1st  June, 
1825. 

fHie  reader  must  bare  remarked,  that  the  various  editions  of  the  proceed- 
ings ^  this  meetinr  were  given  in  the  public  papers  with  rather  more  than 
uaoal  inaccuracy.  The  cause  dT  this  was  no  ill-timed  delicarv  on  the  part  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  press  to  assert  their  privilege  of  universal  presence  «  her- 
ever  a  few  are  met  tceether,  and  to  commit  to  the  public  prints  whatever  maj 
then  and  there  pass  oTthe  most  fMivate  nature.  But  very  unusual  and  arbitmry 
methods  were  resmrted  to  on  the  present  occanon  to  prevent  the  reporters  using 
a  right  which  is  generally  conceded  to  them  by  almost  all  meetings,  whether 
of  a  political  or  connmercial  description.  Our  own  reporter,  indeed,  was  bold 
enough  to  secrete  himself  under  the  Secretary's  table,  and  was  not  discovered 
till  the  aneetii^  was  well  nigh  over.  We  are  sorry  to  say,  he  niflfcred  much  in 
person  finom  fiMs  and  toes,  s^  two  or  three  principal  pages  were  torn  out  of  his 
DoCe4x)ok.  which  occasions  his  report  to  break  off  abruptly.  We  cannot  but 
consider  tnb  behaviour  as  more  particularly  illiberal  on  the  part  of  men  who 
are  themselves  a  kind  of  gentlemen  of  the  press ;  and  they  ought  to  consider 
themselves  as  fortunate  that  the  misused  reporter  has  sought  no  other  ven- 
geance than  from  the  tone  of 'acidity  with  wnich  he  has  seasoned  his  account 
of  their  proceedings.— JE^ui^urg-A  'Newtpaper.'] 

A  MEETING  of  the  gentlemen  and  others  interested 
in  the  celebrated  publications  called  the  Waverley 
Novels,  having  been  called  by  public  advertisement, 
the  same  was  respectably  attended  by  various  literary 
characters  of  eminence.  And  it  being  in  the  first 
place  understood  that  individuals  were  to  be  denom* 
inated  by  the  namey  assigned  to  them  in  \\\e  ^v\X\- 
cauaas  ia  question,  the  JBidolon,  or  image  oJ  v\\^  ^m\5[\« 


i?  nrTBoBvcnoir* 

was  unanimously  called  to  the  chair,  and  Jonathan  01d«* 
buck,  Esq.  of  Monkbarns,  was   requested   to  act  as. 
secretary. 

The  Preses  then  addressed  the  meeting  to  the  follow- 
ing purpose  :— 

<«  Gentlemeic, 

"  I  need  scarce  remind  you,  that  we  have  a  joint  in- 
terest in  the  valuable  property  which  has  accumulated 
under  our  common  labours.  While  the  public  have  been 
idly  engaged  in  ascribing  to  one  individual  or  another  the 
immense  mass  of  various  matter  which  the  labours  of 
many  had  accumulated,  you,  gentlemen,  well  know,  that 
every  person  in  this  numerous  assembly  has  had  bis 
share  in  the  honours  and  profits  of  our  common  suc- 
cess. It  is  indeed  to  me  a  mystery  how  the  sharp- 
righted  could  suppose  so  huge  a  mass  of  sense  and 
nonsense,  jest  and  earnest,  humorous  and  pathetic,  good| 
bad,  and  mdifferent,  amounting  to  scores  of  volumes, 
eovld  be  the  work  of  one  hand,  when  we  know  the  doc- 
trine so  well  laid  down  by  the  immortal  Adam  Smith, 
concerning  the  division  of  labour.  Were  those  who  en- 
tertained an  opinion  so  strange,  not  wise  enough  to  know 
that  it  requires  twenty  pairs  of  hands  to  make  a  thing  so 
trifling  as  a  pin — twenty  couple  of  dogs  to  kill  an  ani- 
mal so  insignificant  as  a  fox  f  "— 

**  Hout,  man  !"  said  a  stout  countryman,  "  I  have  a 
grew-bitch  at  hame  will  worry  the  best  tod  in  Pomora- 
grains,  before  ye  could  say  dumpling." 

**  Who  is  that  person  .^"  said  the  Preses,  with  some 
warmth,  as  it  appeared  to  us. 

**  A  son  of  Dandie  Dinmont's,"  answered  the  un- 
abashed rustic.  "  God,  ye  may  mind  him,  I  think  ! — 
ane  o'  the  best  in  your  aught,  I  reckon.  And,  ye  see, 
I  am  come  into  the  farm,  and  maybe  something  mair, 
and  a  wheen  shares  in  this  buik-trade  of  yours." 

"Well,  well,"  replied  the  Preses,  "  peace, I  pray  thee, 
peace,  CrentlemeBf  when  thus  inleTtuigil&d^I  was  on  the 
paiai  of  latroducmg  the  buaioeas  o(  tlb^a  mee^ioxi^)  \^vs\^ 


ts  is  btown  to  most  oC  you,  the  discusrion  of  a  propo- 
Bttion  now  on  your  table,  which!  myulf  had  (he  honour 
to  suggest  at  last  meeting,  namely,  that  we  do  apply  to 
the  Legislature  for  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  ordinary,  to 
associate  us  into  a  corporate  body,  and  give  us  a  ptriona 
atandi  in  jvdido,  with  full  power  to  prosecute  and  bring 
to  conviction  all  encroachers  upon  our  exclusive  privilege, 
JD  tlte  manner  therein  to  be  made  and  provided.  In 
a  letter  from  the  ingenious  Mr.  Dousterswivel  which  I 
bave  received " 

Oldbuck,  warmly — "  I  object  to  that  fellow's  name 
bdng  mentioned  ;  he  is  a  common  swindler." 

"  For  shame  !  Mr.  Oldbuck,"  said  the  Preses,  **  to 
use  such  terms  respecting  the  ingenious  inventor  of  the 
great  patent  machine  erected  at  Groningen,  where  they 
put  in  raw  hemp  at  one  end,  and  take  out  ruffled  shirts 
at  the  other,  wittiout  tiie  aid  of  hackle  or  rippling<comb, 
loom,  shuttle,  or  weaver,  scissors,  needle,  or  seamstress. 
He  had  just  completed  it,  by  the  addition  of  a  piece  of 
macbinerylo  perform  the  nork  of  tbe  laundress;  butwhea 
it  was  exhibited  before  his  honour  the  burgomaster,  it 
had  the  inconveuience  of  heating  the  smoothing-irons  red 
hot ;  excepting  which,  the  experiment  was  entirely  sat- 
isfactory.    He  will  become  as  rich  as  a  Jew." 

*'  Well,"  added  Mr.  Oldbuck,  "  if  the  scoundrel " 

"  Scoundrel,  Mr.  Oldbuck,"  said  the  Preses,  "  is  a 
most  unseemly  expression,  and  i  must  call  you  to  order. 
Mr.  Dousterswivel  is  only  an  eccentric  genius." 

"  Pretty  mucb  the  same  in  the  Greek,"  muttered  Mr. 
Oldbuck  ;  and  then  said  aloud.,  "  and  if  this  eccentric 
•  genius  has  work  enough  in  singeing  the  Dutchman's  liit- 
en,  what  the  devil  has  he  to  do  here  ?" 

"  Why,  he  is  of  opinion,  that  at  the  expense  of  a  little 
mechanism,  some  part  of  the  labour  of  composing 
these  novels  might  be  saved  by  the  use  of  steam." 

There  was  a  murmur  of  disapprobation  at  this  propo- 
sal, and  the  words,  "  Blown  up,"  aiid  "  Bteai  Vi^aiv 

i*    rot.,  t.  '      ^ 


a  steam  parson,**  were  whispered.    And  it  was  not  widn- 
out  repeated  calb  to  order,  that  tiie  Preses  obtained  an 
opportunity  of  resuming  his  address* 

**  Order ! — Order !  Pray,  support  the  chair  !  Hear, 
hear,  hear  the  chair  !" 

^  Genderaen,  it  is  to  be  premised,  that  this  mechan- 
ical operation  can  only  apply  to  those  parts  of  the  nar^ 
rative  which  are  at  present  composed  out  of  common- 
places, such  as  the  lovenspeeches  of  the  hero,  the  de* 
scription  of  the  heroine's  person,  the  moral  observations 
of  ail  sorts,  and  the  distribution  of  happiness  at  the  ooo- 
clusion  of  the  piece.  Mr.  Dousterswivel  has  sent  me 
some  drawings,  which  go  far  to  show,  that,  by  placing 
the  words  and  phrases  technically  employed  on  these 
subjects,  in  a  sort  of  frame-work,  like  that  of  the  Sage 
of  Laputa,  and  changing  them  by  such  a  mechanical 
process  as  that  by  which  weavers  of  damask  aher  their 
patterns,  many  new  and  happy  combinations  cannot  fail 
to  occur,  while  the  author,  tired  of  pumping  his  own 
brains,  may  have  an  agreeable  relaxation  in  the  use  of  his 
fingers." 

**  I  speak  for  information,  Mr.  Preses,"  said  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Lawrence  Templeton  ;  '*  but  I  am  inclined  lo  sup- 
pose the  late  publication  of  Walladmor  to  have  been  the 
work  of  Dousterswivel,  by  the  help  of  the  steam-engine.V 

'<  For   shame,  Mr.  Templeton,"    said  the  Preses  ;. 
**  there  are  good  things  in  Walladmor,  I  assure  you,  had 
the  writer  known  anjrthing  about  the  country  in  which  he 
knd  the  scene." 

*'  Or  had  be  had  the  wit,  like  some  of  ourselves,  to 
lay  the  scene  in  such  a  remote  or  distant  country  that 
nobody  should  be  able  to  back-speer'  him,"  said  Mr. 
Oldbuck. 

"  Why,  as  to  that,"  said  the  Preses,  "  you  must  con- 
sider the   thing  was  got   up  for  the  German  market, 
where  folks   are  no  better  judges  of  Wekh*  mapners 
than  of  Welch  crw.'*' 
'^/  wake  it  my  prayer  thai  this  Y>e  nod  fa»iA  ^Boa  WxSx. 
of  our  own  next  venture,"  said  Dr.  I>r|aadM»X^  V****^^ 


to  some  books  which  lay  on  the  table.  '<  I  fear  the 
manners  expressed  in  that  ^  Betrothed'  of  ours,  will 
scarce  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Cymmerodion  ;  I 
could  have  wished  that  Llhuyd  had  been  looked  into-* 
that  Powel  had  been  consulted — that  Lewis's  History 
had  been  quoted,  the  preliminary  dissertations  particu- 
larly, in  order  to  give  due  weight  to  the  work." 

**  Weight  !"  said  Captain  Clutterbuck  ;  "  by  my 
soul,  it  is  heavy  enough  already,  Doctor." 

**  Speak  to  the  chair,"  said  die  Preses,  rather  peevishly. 

*'  To  the  chair,  then,  I  say  it,"  said  Captain  Clut- 
terbuck, ^*  that  '  The  Betrothed'  is  heavy  euougii  to 
break  down  the  chair  of  John  of  Gaunt,  or  Cador-Edris 
itself.  I  must  add,  however,  that,  in  my  poor  mind, 
*  The  Talisman'  goes  more  trippingly  ofT."^ 

**  It  is  not  for  me  to  speak,"  said  the  worthy  min- 
ister of  Saint  Ronan's  Weil' ;  ^^  but  yet  I  must  say,  that 
being  so  k)ng  engaged  upon  the  Siege  of  Ptolemais,  my 
work  ought  to  have  been  brought  out,  humble  tliough  it 
be,  before  any  other  upon  a  similar  subject  at  least." 

**  Your  siege.  Parson  !"  said  Mr.  Oldbuck,  with  great 
contempt ;  "  will  you  speak  of  your  paltry  prose-doings 
in  my  presence,  whose  great  Historical  Poem,  in  twenty 
books,  with  notes  in  proportion,  has  been  postponed  ad 
Gracas  Kalendas  ?" 

The  Preses,  who  appeared  to  suffer  a  great  deal  dur- 
ing this  discussion,  now  spoke  with  dignity  and  determi- 
nation. ^*  Gentlemen,"  he  said,  *'  tiiis  sort  of  discus- 
sion is  highly  irregular.  There  is  a  question  before  you, 
and  to  that,  gentlemen,  I  must  confine  your  attention. 
Priority  of  publication,  let  me  remind  you,  gentlemen, 
is  always  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Criticism,  whose 
determination  on  such  subjects  is  without  appeal.  I 
declare  I  will  leave  the  chair,  if  any  more  extraneous 
matter  be  introduced. — And  now,  gentlemen,  that  we  are 
once  more  in  order,  I  would  wish  to  have  some  gentle- 
man speak  upon  the  question,  whether,  as  fissoc\^\^^  \A 
carry  on  a  joint-stock  trade  in  fictitious  nwi^Vw^,  v^ 
prose  aad  verse,  we  ought  not  to  be  incorpoiaVeii  \i^  ^^^ 


of  Parliament  ?  What  say  you,  gentlemen,  to  the  propo- 
tel  ?    Fw  unita  fortiori  is  an  old  and  true  adage." 

^'  Socieicu  mater  discordiarumj  is  a  brocard  as  ancient 
and  as  veritable,"  said  Oldbuck,  who  seemed  determin- 
ed, on  this  occasion,  to  be  pleased  with  no  proposal  that 
was  countenanced  by  the  chair. 

^*  Come,  Monkbams,"  said  the  Preses,  in  his  roost 
coaxing  manner,  *^  you  have  studied  the  monastic  insti- 
tutions deeply,  and  know  there  must  be  a  union  of 
persons  and  talents  to  do  anything  respectable,  and 
attain  a  due  ascendance  over  the  spirit  of  the  i^. 
TVes  faeiunt  collegium — it  takes  three  monks  to  make 
a  convent." 

^<  And  nine  tailors  to  make  a  man,"  replied  Oldbuck, 
not  in  the  least  softened  in  his  opposition  ;  '*  a  quota- 
tion as  much  to  the  purpose  as  the  other." 

"  Come,  come,"  said  the  Preses,  "  you  know  the 
Prince  of  Orange  said  to  Mr.  Seymour,  *  Without  ao 
association,  we  are  a  rope  of  sand.'  " 

"  I  know,"  replied  Oldbuck,  "  it  would  have  been 
as  seemly  that  none  of  the  old  leaven  had  been  display- 
ed on  this  occasion,  though  you  be  the  author  of  a  Jac- 
obite novel.  I  know  nothing  of  tlie  Prince  of  Orange 
after  1688  ;  but  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  the  im- 
mortal William  the  Third." 

"  And,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,"  said  Mr. 
Templelon,  whispering  Oldbuck,  "  it  was  Seymour  made 
the  remark  to  the  Prince,  not  the  Prince  to  Seymour. 
But  this  is  a  specimen  of  our  friend's  accuracy,  poor 
gentleuKin  :  He  trusts  too  much  to  his  memory  !  of 
late  years — failing  fast,  sir — breaking  up." 

"  And  breaking  down,  too,"  said  Mr.  Oldbuck.  "  But 
what  can  you  expect  of  a  man  too  fond  of  his  own  hasty 
and  flashy  compositions,  to  take  the  assistance  of  men 
of  reading  and  of  solid  parts  ?" 

"  No  whispering — no  caballing — no  private  business, 
gentlemen,"  said  the  unfortunate  Preses, — who  reminded 
t/s  somewhat  of  a  Highland  drover,  etvga^eA  \tv^^\Vv«t\tv|^ 
and  keeping  in  the  straight  road  his  excuTaNe>3\wi>L  c^xs^a* 


imn/dDrcTiov*  is 

«  I  have  not  yet  beard,'*  be  continuedy   *^  a  single 
reasonable' objectioD  to  applying  for  the  Act  of  Parlia* 
roent,  of  which  the  draught  lies  on  the  table.     Tou  mifst 
be  aware  that  the  extremes  of  rude  and  of  civilized 
society  are,  in  these  our  days,  on  the  point  of  approach- 
ing to  each  other.     In  the  patriarchal  period,  a  man  was 
his  own  weaver,  tailor,  butcher,  shoemaker,  and  so  forth  ; 
and,  in  die  age  of  Stock-companies,  as  the  present  may 
6e  called,  an  individual  may  be  said,  in  one  sense,  to 
exercise  the  same  plurality  of  trades.      In  fact,  a  man 
who  has  dipt  lai^ely  into  these  speculations,  may  com- 
bine his  own  expenditure  with  the  improvement  of  his 
own  income,  just  like  the  ingenious  hydraulic  machine, 
wliich,  by  its  very  waste,  raises  its  own  supplies  of  water. 
Such  a  person  buys   his  bread  from  bis   own  Baking 
Company,  his  milk  and  cheese  from  his  own  Dairy  Com- 
pany, takes  off  a  new  coat  for  the  benefit  of  bis  own 
Clothing  Company,  illuminates  his  house  to  advance  his 
own  Gas  Establishment,  and  drinks  an  additional  bottle 
of  wine  for  the  benefit  of  the   General  Wine  Impor- 
tation  Company,  of  which  he  is  himself  a  member. 
Every   act,  which   would   otherwise   be   one  of  mere 
extravagance,  is,  to  such  a  person,  seasoned  with  the 
odor   lucriy   and    reconciled    to   prudence.       Even   if 
the  price  of  the  article  consumed  be  extravagant,  and 
the  quality  indififerent,  die  person,  who  is  in  a  manner 
his  own  customer,  is  only  imposed  upon  for  his  own 
benefit.  ^    Nay,  if  the  Joint-stock  Company  of  Under- 
takers shall  unite  with  the  Medical  Faculty,  as  proposed 

by  the  late  facetious  Doctor  G ,  under  the  firm  of 

Death  and  the  Doctor,  the  share-holder  might  contrive 
to  secure  to  his  heirs  a  handsome  slice  of  his  own  death- 
bed and  funeral  expenses.      In  short,  Stock-Companies 
are   tlie  fashion  of  the  age,  and  an  Incorporating  Act 
will,  I  think,  be  particularly  useful  in  bringing  back  the 
body,  over  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  preside,  to  a 
spirit  of  subordination,  highly  necessary  \o  «v\ccq%%  \xk 
every  enterprise  where  joint  wisdona,  taienl^  «livA  VaSwwx, 
^eu>be  employed.    It  is  with  regret  tVial  1  sXuVft,  X>na3 
bcsidei  several  differoncefi  amonSt  youtaeV^f^s,  \  V« 


s  nmoDvcTioir; 

not  myself  for  some  time  been  treated  with  that  defer- 
ence among  you  which  circumstances  entitled  me  to 
expect.** 

*'  Hinc  tllie  lackrynuty^  muttered  Mr.  Oldbuck. 

**  But,'*  continued  the  Chairmai\9  **  I  see  other  gen<* 
tlemen  impatient  to  deliver  their  opinions,  and  I  desire 
to  stand  in  no  man's  way.  1  therefore — my  place  in 
this  chair  forbidding  me  to  originate  the  motion — ^beg 
some  gendeman  may  move  a  committee  for  revising  the 
draught  of  the  biU  now  upon  the  table,  and  which  has 
been  duly  circulated  among  thQse  having  interest,  and 
take  the  necessary  measures  to  bring  it  before  the  House 
early  next  session." 

Tliere  was  a  short  murmur  in  the  meeting,  and  at 
length  Mr.  Oldbuck  again  rose.  **  It  seems,  sir,**  he 
said,  addressing  the  chair,  **  that  no  one  present  is  wil- 
ling to  make  tlie  motion  you  point  at.  I  am  sorry  no 
more  qualified  person  has  taken  upon  him  to  show  any 
reasons  in  the  contrair,  and  that  it  has  fallen  on  me,  as 
we  Scotsmen  say,  to  bell-the-cat  with  you  ;  anent  whilk 
phrase,  Pitscottie  hath  a  pleasant  jest  of  the  great  Earl 
of  Angus " 

Here  a  gentleman  whispered  the  speaker,  *'  Have  a 
care  of  Pitscottie,"  and  Mr.  Oldbuck,  as  if  taking  the 
bint,  went  on. 

"  But  that's  neither  here  nor  there.^Well,  gentle- 
men, to  be  short,  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  the 
general  reasonings  whilk  have  tliis  day  been  delivered, 
86  I  may  say,  ex  cathedra  ;  nor  will  I  charge  our  worthy 
Preses  with  an  attempt  to  obtain  over  us,  per  ambages^ 
and  under  colour  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  a  despotic 
authority,  inconsistent  with  our  freedom  :  But  this  1  will 
say,  that  times  are  so  much  changed  above  stairs,  that 
whereas  last  year  you  might  have  obtained  an  act  incor- 
porating a  Stock  Company  for  riddling  ashes,  you  will 
not  be  able  to  procure  one  this  year  for  gathering  pearls. 
What  signifies,  then,  wasting  the  time  of  the  meeting,  by 
MaquiriDg  whether  or  not  we  ougbx  vo  ^o  vii  %x.  ^  ^^»t 
uriucb  we  know  to  be  bolted  and  baned  vu  cAn^l^K;^^ 


ud  u  the  face  of  all  tba  companies  lor  fire  w  air,  land 
Of  water,  trbicb  we  baTs  of  late  seen  blighted  f" 

Here  there  waa  a  general  clamour,  eeemingly  of  ap* 
probatioD,  in  wbich  ibe  words  nugbt  be  dialiiiguiabed, 
"  Needless  lo  think  of  it" — "  Money  ±Town  away" — 
"  Lost  before  the  commiuee,"  &ic.  tie.  6ic.  But  abon 
tbe  tumult,  tbe  voices  of  two  gentlemen,  in  difierent 
comers  of  the  room,  answered  each  other  clear  and  loud* 
like  the  blows  of  the  two  figures  on  Saint  Dunstan^ 
clock  ;  and  although  tbe  Chairman,  in  much  agitation, 
endeavoured  to  silence  them,  bis  interruption  bad  only 
the  effect  of  cutting  tbeir  words-up  into  syllables,  thus^— 

Fvit  yoUx.     "  The  Lord  Chan " 

Second  Voice,     "  Lord  Lau " 

Chairman,  (lovdty.)     **  Scandalura  magDaturo." 

Firtt  Voice.     "  The  Lord  Chancel " 

Second  Voice,     "  The  Lord  Lauder " 

Chairman,  (louder  yet.)     "  Breach  of  Privilege." 
Firtt  Voice.     "  The  Lord  Chancellor—" 
Second  Voice.     "  My  Lord  Lauderdale — " 
Chairman,  (at  the  kighett  pitch  of  hit  voice.)  "  Call- 
ed before  the  House." 

Both  Voice*  together.  "  Will  never  coDsent  to  such 
a  biU." 

A  general  assent  seemed  to  follow  this  last  proposition, 
which  was  propounded  with  as  much  emphasis  as  could 
be  contributed  by  the  united  clappers  of  the  whole  meet- 
ing, joined  to  those  of  the  voices  already  mentioned. 

Several  persons  present  seemed  to  consider  tlie  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting  as  ended,  and  were  beginning  to 
handle  tbeir  hats  and  canes,  with  a  view  to  departure, 
when  tbe  Chairman,  who  bad  thrown  .himself  back  in 
bis  cbair  with  an  air  of  manifest  mortification  and  dis- 
pleasure, again  drew  himself  up,  and  commanded  atten- 
tion. All  stopped,  though  some  shrugged  their  shoul- 
ders, as  if  under  the  predominating  influence  of  what  ia  - 
called  a  bore.  But  the  lenor  of  lus  diacOui^  vy:>'& 
excited  anxioas  atteotion. 


"  I  perceive,  genllemen,'*  he  said,  "  that  you  are  like 
thfl  young  birds,  who  are  impatient  lo  leave  their  iDotb- 
er's  nest — take  care  your  own  peD-featbers  are  strong 
enough  to  support  you  ;  sbce,  as  for  my  part,  I  am 
tired  of  supporting  on  my  wing  such  a  get  of  ungrateful 
gulls.  But  it  signi6es  nothing  speaking — 1  will  no  longer 
trail  myself  ofsuch  weak  ministers  as  you — I  will  discard 

rou — 1  will  unbeget  you,  as  Sir  Anthony  Absolute  says— > 
will  leave  you  and  your  whole  hacked  stock  in  trad^— 
your  caverns  and  your  castles— your  modem  antiques, 
and  your  antiquated  modems — your  confusion  of  times, 
manners,  and  circumstances— your  properties,  as  player- 
folk  say  of  scenery  and  dresses — the  whole  of  your  ex- 
hausted expedients,  to  the  fools  who  choose  to  deal  with 
them.  I  will  vindicate  my  own  fame  with  my  owd 
right  hand,  without  appealing  to  such  halting  assistants, 


— I  win  lay  my  foundations  better  than  on  quick-sands 
— ^I  will  rear  my  structure  of  better  materials  than  paint' 
od  cards  ;— in  a  word,  I  will  write  Historv." 

There  was  a  tumult  of  surprise,  amid  which  our  re- 
porter detected  the  following  expressions  : — "  The 
devil  you  will  !" — "  You,  my  dear  sir,  you  ?"— "  The 
old  gentleman  forgets  that  be  is  the  greatest  liar  since 
Sir  John  MandeviUe." 

"  Not  the  worse  historian  for  that,"  said  Oldbuck, 
"  since  history,  you  know,  is  half  fiction." 

"  I'll  answer  for  that  half  being  forthcoming,"  said  the 
former  speaker ;  "  but  for  the  scantling  of  truth  which  is 
necessary  after  all,  Lord  help  us ! — Geoffrey  of  Mon- 
mouth will  be  Lord  Clarendon  to  him." 

As  the  confusion  began  to  abate,  more  than  one  mem- 
ber of  the  meeting  was  seen  to  touch  his  forehead  sig- 
nificantly, while  Captain  Clutterbuck  humm'd, 

Be  hf  Toar  ftiendi  Btlnmd, 
Tno  rttb,  loo  huty,  dad, 
JUuipe  you- buhl  Md  wm  hwd, 
Tte  mvtd  will  tluak  TOO  naA. 


nrTBobvcTtoiT.  xu! 

"  lla  world,  and  ]'ou,  gentlemen,  may  think  n  bat 
you  please,"  said  the  Cliairmao,  elevating  his  vuice  ; 
"  bill  I  intend  to  write  (he  most  wonderful  book  which 
tbe  world  ever  read— a  book  in  which  eveiy  incident 
shall  be  incredible,  yet  strictly  true — a  work  recalling 
recollections  with  which  the  ears  of  this  generation  onco 
dngled,  and  which  shall  be  read  by  our  oJiildren  witli  an 
admiration  approaching  to  incredulity.  3pch  shall  be 
the  Lire  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  by  the  Actuor 
of  Waverlzt  !" 

In  tlie  general  start  and  exclamation  which  followed 
this  animncia^on,  Mr.  Oldbuck  dropped  his  snufT-box  ; 
and  the  Scottish  rappee,  which  dispersed  itself  in  conse- 
qoence,  bad  efiects  upon  tlie  nasal  organs  of  our  report- 
er, ensconced  as  he  was  utidcr  the  secretary's  table, 
which  occasioned  his  being  discot'ered  and  extruded  in 
the  itUfaeral  and  unhandsome  manner  we  have  mention- 
ed, with  threats  of  farther  damage  to  his  nose,  ears,  and 
otherportionsofliisbo(Iy,on  the  part  especially  of  Cap- 
tain Cluitcrbuck.  Undismayed  by  these  threats,  which 
indeed  those  of  bis  profession  are  accustomed  to  hold  at 
de6ance,  our  young  man  hovered  about  the  door  of  tho 
Uvern,  but  could  only  bring  us  the  further  intelligence, 
thai  the  meeting  had  broken  up  in  about  a  quarter  of  on 
hour  after  his  expulsion,   "  in  mucb-admircd  disorder." 
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THE  BETROTHED, 


CHAPTER  I. 


Now  m  iheM  dayef  were  botte  wan  npoo  the  Marches  of  Walet. 

Lcwis'i  Hittoqf^ 

The  Chronicles,  from  which  this  narrative  is  extract- 
ed, assure  us,  that,  during  the  long  period  when  tlie 
Welch  princes  maintained  their  independence,  the  year 
1J87  was  peculiarly  marked  as  favourable  to  peace  be- 
twixt them   and  their  warlike  neighbours,  the   Lords 
Marchers,  who  inhabited  those  formidable  castles  on  tlie 
frontiers  of  the  ancient  British,  on  the  ruins  of  which  the 
traveller  gazes  with  wonder.      This  was  the  time  when 
Baldwin,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  accompanied  by 
the  learned    Giraldus  de  Barri,  afterwards   Bishop  of 
Saint  David^s,  preached  the  Crusade  from  castle  to  cas- 
tle, from  town  to  town  ;  awakened  the  inmost  valleys  of 
his  native  Cambria  with  the  call  to  arms  for  recovery  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre  ;    and,  while  he  deprecated  the 
feuds  and  wars  of  Christian  men  against  each  otlier,  held 
out  to  the  martial  spirit  of  the  age  a  general  object  of 
ambition,  and  a  scene  of  adventure,  where  the  favour  of 
Heaven,  as  well  as  of  earthly  renown,  was  to  reward   the 
successful  cbampiQDS. 

Te£  the  BMsb  cbieftains,  among  the  tliousanda  v^Viom 
'^Mi-^gtiiTiDg  summoas  cidM  fiom  their  ualWe  \wi< 
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to  a  distant  and  perilous  expedition,  had  perhaps  the 
best  excuse  for  declining  the  summons.  llie  superior 
skill  of  tlie  Anglo-Norman  kniglits,  who  were  engaged 
in  constant  inroads  on  the  Welch  frontier,  and  who  were 
freqiieiilly  dclaching  from  it  large  portions,  which  they 
fortified  wltji  castles,  thus  making  good  what  they  had 
won,  WiiS  avenged,  indeed,  but  not  compensated,  by  the 
furio'is  iiiioucis  of  the  British,  who,  like  the  billows  of  a 
retiring  tide,  rolled  on  successively,  with  noise,  fury,  and 
dcvastatioii ;  but,  on  each  retreat,  yielded  ground  insen- 
sibly to  their  invaders. 

A  union  among  tire  native  princes  might  have  opposed 
a  strong  and  ()ennanent  barrier  to  the  encroachments  of  the 
stran<^ers  ;  but  tliey  were,  unhappily,  as  much  at  discord 
an)ong  tliem^^elves  as  they  were  with  the  Normans,  and 
were  constantly  engaged  in  private  war  with  each  other, 
of  which  the  conunon  enemy  had  the  sole  advantage. 

The  invitation  to  the  Crusade  promised  sometliing  at 
least  of  novehy  to  a  nation  peculiarly  ardent  in  chcir. 
temper  ;  and  it  was  accepted  by  many,  regardless  of 
the  consequences  which  must  ensue  to  the  country  which 
they  left  defenceless.  Even  the  most  celebrated  ene- 
mies of  the  Saxon  and  Gorman  race  laid  aside  theur 
enmity  against  the  invaders  of  their  country,  to  enrol 
themselves  under  the  banners  of  the  Crusade. 

Amongst  these  was  reckoned  Gwenwyn,  (or  more  prop- 
erly Gwenwynwcn,  thougli  we  retain  the  briefer  appella- 
tive,] a  British  prince  who  continued  exercising  a  precarious 
sovereignly  over  such  parts  of  Powys-Land  as  had  not 
been  subjugated  by  the  Mortimers,  Guarines,  LatimerS| 
Fhz-Alans,  and  other  Norman  nobles,  who,  under  vari- 
ous pretexts,  and  sometimes  contemning  all  other  save 
the  open  avowal  of  superior  force,  had  severed  and  ap- 
propriated large  portions  of  timt  once  extensive 'and  in- 
dependent principality,  which,  when  Wales  was  unhap- 
Kily  divided  into  three  parts  on  the  death  of  Roderick 
fawr,  fell  to  the  lot  of  his  youngest  son  Mervyn.  The 
vndauntcd  retoiution  and  stubborn  fctocw^  qX.  ^vieivMrj^ 
descendant  of  that  prince,  had  \ow^  made  Vaxa^adftN^ 
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imong  tbe  "TtllmRn,"  or  Champions  of  Wales;  and 
be  was  enabled,  more  hy  the  number  of  those  who 
■erred  under  him,  attracted  b)'  his  reputation,  than  by 
the  natiiralj«treDgth  of  bis  dilapidated  principality,  to  re- 
taliate the  encroachments  of  the  English  by  the  most 
wasteful  inroads. 

Yet  even  Gwenwyn  on  the  present  occasion  seemed 
to  forget  bis  deeply  sworn  hatred  against  his  dangerous 
neighbours.  The  Torch  of  Pengwern,  (for  so  Gvrenwyn 
,  was  called,  from  his  frequently  laying  the  province  uf 
Shrewsbury  in  conflagration,}  seemed  at  present  to  bum 
as  calmly  as  a  taper  in  the  bower  of  a  lady  ;  and  the  Wolf 
of  Pltnlimmon,  another  name  with  which  the  bards  had 
graced  Gwenwyn,  now  sljimbered  as  peacefully  as  the 
sfaepheril's  dog  on  the  domestic  hearth. 

But  it  was  not  alone  tbe  eloquence  of  Baldwin  or  of 
Gerald  wliicb  had  lulled  into  peace  a  spirit  so  restless 
and  fierce.  It  is  true,  their  exhortations  bad  done  mora 
towards  it  than  Gwcnwyn's  followers  had  thought  possi- 
ble. The  Archbishop  had  induceiLpie  British  Chief  to 
break  bread,  and  to  mingle  in  syVan  sports,  with  his 
nearest,  and  hitherto  one  of  bis  mast  determined  ene- 
mies, tbe  old  Norman  warrior  Sir  Raymond  Berenger, 
who,  sometimes  beaten,  sometimes  victorious,  hut  never 
subdued,  had,  in  spite  of  Gwenwyn's  hottest  incursions, 
mVntained  his  Castle  of  Garde  Doloureuse,  upon  the 
marches  of  Wales  ;  a  place  strong  by  nature  and  well 
fortified^'  arr,  which  the  Welch  prince  had  found  it  im- 
possible to  conquer,  either  by  open  force  or  by  stratagem, 
and  which,  remaining  with  a  strong  garrison  in  his  rear, 
often  checked  his  incursions,  by  rendering  his  retreat 
precarious. 

On  this  account,  Gwenwyn  of  Powys-Land  had  an  hun- 
dred times  vowed  the  death  of  Raymond  Berenger,  and 
ihe  demolition  of  his  castle  ;  hut  the  policy  of  the  saga- 
cious old  warrior,  and  his  long  experience  in  &U 
warlike  practice,  were  such  as,  with  the  aid  ot  \\\s  moift 
powerrui  couatrymen,  enabled  him  to  defv  \he  attsmolU 

^*       FOi.     /,  J  V 
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of  his  fiery  neighbour.  If  there  was  a  man,  therefore, 
throughout  England,  whom  Gwenwyn  hated  more  than 
anotiier,  it  was  Raymond  Berenger  ;  and  yet  the  good 
Archbishop  Baldwin  could  prevail  on  the  Welch  prince 
to  meet  him  as  a  friend  and  ally  in  the  causQ  of  the  Cross. 
He  even  invited  Raymond  to  the  autumn  festivities  of 
his  Welch  palace,  where  the  old  knight,  in  all  honour- 
able courtesy,  feasted  and  hunted  for  more  than  a  week 
in  the  dominions  of  his  hereditary  foe. 

To  requite  this  hospitality,  Raymond  invited  the 
Prince  of  Powys,  with  a  chosen  but  limited  train,  during 
the  ensuing  Christmas,  to  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  which 
some  antiquaries  have  endeavoured  to  identify  with 
the  Castle  of  Colune,  on  the  river  of  the  same  name. 
.  But  the  length  of  time,  and  some  geographical  difficul- 
ties, throw  doubts  upon  this  ingenious  conjecture. 

As  the  Welchman  crossed  the  draw-bridge,  he  was 
observed  by  his  faithful  bard  to  shudder  with  involuntary 
emotion  ;  nor  did  Cadwallon,  experienced  as  he  was  ia 
life,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  character  of  his  master, 
make  any  doubt  thane  was  at  that  moment  strongly  urg- 
ed by  the  apparent  opportunity,  to  seize  upon  the  strong 
fortress  which  had  been  so  long  the  object  of  his  cupidity, 
even  at  the  expense  of  violating  his  good  faith. 

Dreading  lest  the  struggle  of  his  master's  conscience 
and  his  ambition  should  terminate  unfavourably  for  his 
fame,  the  bard  arrested  his  attention  by  whispering  in 
their  native  language,  that  ''  tlie  teeth  which  bii^hardest 
are  those  which  are  out  of  sight  ;*'  and  Gwenwyn  look- 
mg  around  him,  became  aware  that,  though  only  unarm- 
ed squires  and  pages  appeared  in  the  court-yard,  yet  the 
towers  and  battlements  connecting  them  were  garnished 
widi  archers  and  men-at-arms. 

They  proceeded  to  ilie  banquet,  at  which  Gwenwjm, 
for  the  first  time,  beheld   Eveline  Berenger,  the  sole 
child  of  tlie  Norman  castellane,  the  inheritor  of  his  do- 
mains and  of  his  supposed  wealdi,  aged  only  sixteeii| 
and  the  most  beautiful  damsel  u)^n  the  Welch  marches. 
Many  a  spear  had  already  been  shWete&miii'QCfi^Va^asM^ 


THE   BETBOTHED.  19 

oThcr  cliaims  ;  anil  ilte  •gallant  Hugo  de  Lacj,  ConsU- 
Ue  of  Chester,  one  of  the  most  redoubted  warriorG  of  the 
time,  had  laid  at  Eveline's  feet  the  prize  which  his  chiv- 
3\r/  had  gained  in  a  great  tournament  held  near  that 
oacieiit  town.  Gwenwyn  considered  these  triumphs  as 
somanj  additional  recomcsendations  to  Eveline  ;  her 
beautj  was  incontestable,  and  she  was  heiress  of  the 
IWress  which  he  so  niuch  longed  to  possess,  and  whicli 
he  began  dow  to  think  might  be  acquired  by  means  moro 
smooth  than  those  with  wliich  he  was  in  tlie  use  of  work- 
It  iog  out  his  will, 
f       Again,  the  hatred  which  subsisted  between  the  British 

(ud  ilieir  Saxon  and  Norman  invaders  ;  his  long  and  ill- 
extinguished  feud  witli  tills  very  Raymond  Berenger  ; 
a  general  recollection  that  alliances  between  the  Welch 
and  English  had  rarely  been  happy  ;  and  a  conscious- 
ness that  the  measure  which  he  meditated  would  be  un- 
popular among  his  followers,  snd  appear  a  derehctionof 
the  systematic  principles  on  which  he  had  hitherto  acted, 
restrained  him  frwo  speaking  his  wishes  to  Raymond  or  hia 
daughter.  Tlie  idea  of  the  rcjectionof  his  suit  did  not  for 
a  moment  occur  to  him  ;  he  was  convinced  lie  liad  but 
to  speak  his  wishes,  and  that  the  dau^liler  of  a  Norman 
casiellane,  wliose  rank  or  power  were  not  of  the  highest 
order  among  the  nobles  of  the  frontiers,  nmst  be  delighted 
and  honoured  by  a  proposal  for  allying  his  family  with 
tliat  of  the  sovereign  of  a  hundred  mountains. 

Thcr^was  indeed  another  objection,  wliich  io  later 
times  would  have  been  of  considerable  weight — Gwen- 
wyn was  already  married.  Gut  Brengwain  was  a  child- 
less bride  }  sovereigns,  (and  among  sovereigns  the 
M'elch  prince  ranked  himself,)  marry  for  liiieuge,  and 
the  Pope  was  not  likely  to  be  scrupulous,  where  the 
q[iestion  was  to  oblige  a  prince  who  had  assumed  the 
Cross  with  such  ready  zeal,  even  atlhough,  in  fact,  his 
thoughts  had  been  much  more  on  the  Garde  Dolour- 
eiise  than  on  Jerusalem.  In  the  meanwhile,  vt  l\.'&'^- 
moad  Berenger  (as  was  suspected)  was  no\.  \^t^ 
eaot^h  la  i«  opiaioas  to  pemiit  EveVine  to  \io\^  ilw 
temporaiy  rank  of  concubine,  which  l\io  mwaiM* 
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Wales  warranled  Gwenwyn  to  offer  as  an  inierini 
rangement,  he  had  only  to  wait  for  a  few  months,  and' 
sue  for  a  divorce  tiirough  the  Bisliop  of  Saint  David's,* 
or  eome  other  iiiterceitrar  at  the  Conn  of  Rome. 

Agitating  these  tlioiighis  in  his  mind,  Gwenwyn  pro-) 
longed  his  residence  at  llic  Castle  of  Berengcr,  from 
Christmas  lill  TueH'ih-day  ;  and  endured  the  presenct 
of  the  Norman  cavaliers  who  resorted  to  Rnymond'i 
festal  halls.  ahhoui;h,  regarding  themselves,  in  virtue  ol 
their  rank  of  knighthood,  equal  to  the  most  potent  sove- 
reigns, they  made  ainall  account  of  the  long  descent  of 
llie  Welch  prince,  who,  in  their  eyes,  was  but  the  chief 
of  S  §emi-harbarous  province  ;  while  he,  on  his  part,' 
considered  them  little  better  than  a  sort  of  privileged' 
robbers,  and  with  ihc  utmost  diJliculiy  restrained  biiBselT 
from  manifesting  his  open  hatred,  when  he  beheld  then 
csreering  iu  the  exercises  of  chivalry,  the  habitual  use  ol 
which  rendered  tliem  such  formidable  enemies  to  hii 
country.  At  length,  tlie  term  of  feasting  was  ended,  anii 
knight  and  s(|uire  departed  from  the  castle,  which  onca 
more  assumed  tJie  aspect  of  a  solitary  and  guarded  froi 
tier  fort. 

But  tlie  Prince  of  Powys-Land,  while  pursuing  bis 
■pons  on  his  own  mountains  and  valleys,  found  that  eve 
the  ahundance  of  tiie  game,  as  well  as  his  releai 
from  tlic  society  of  the  Norman  chivalry,  w  ho  affected  lO' 
treat  him  as  an  equal,  profited  him  notliing,  so  long  as  the> 
li^htand  bcaiililul  form  of  Eveline,  on  her  whil^fialfreyf, 
was  banished  from  the  train  of  sportsmen.  In  sliort,  h«< 
hesitated  no  longer,  but  look  into  his  confidence  his  chap- 
lain, an  able  and  sagacious  man,  whose  pride  was  flattered 
by  his  patron's  commnnicaiion,  and  who,  besides,  saw  in 
llie  proposed  scheme  some  contingent  advantages  for 
himself  and  his  order.  By  his  counsel,  tlie  proceedings 
for  Gwcnwyn'a  divorce  were  prosecuted  under  favoura< 
ble  auspices,  and  (he  unfortunate  Bvcngwain  was  remov- 
tlto  a  mmner)',  which  perhaps  she  found  a  more  cheerful 
I^B//tui  tJiau  the  lonely  reueslm  vliicU  she  had  led  & 
ted  life,  ever  since  GwenwjnWiAes'pwifticJl' 
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bed  being  blessed  with  issue.     Father  Einion  a^so  dealt 
with  tiie  chiefs  and  elders  of  the  land,  and  represented  to 
them  the  adrantage  which  in  future  wars  they  were  cer- 
tain to  obtain  by  the  possession  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse, 
which  had  for  more  than  a  century  covered  and  protected 
a  considerable  tract  of  country,  rendered  their  advance 
difllicuh,  and  tlieir  retreat  perilous,  and,  in  a  word,  pre- 
vented their  carrying  their  incursions  as  far  as  the  gates  of 
Shrewsbury.     As  for  the  union  with  the  Saxon  damsel, 
the  fetters  which  it  was  to  form  might  not  (the  good  father 
hinted,)  be  found  more  permanent  tlilin  those  which  had 
bound  Gwenwyn  to  her  predecessor,  Brengwain. 

These  arguments,  mingled  with  others  adapted  to  the 
vic;vs  and  wishes  of  different  individuals,  were  so  prevail- 
ing, th.U  the  chaplain  in  the  course  of  a  few  v/eeks  was 
able  to  report  to  his  princely  patron,  that  his  proposed 
match  would  meet  witli  no  opposition  from  the  elders  and 
nobles  of  his  dominions.     A  golden  bracelet,  six  ounces 
in  weight,  was  the  instant  reward  of  the  priest's  dexterity 
in  negciiaiion,  and  he  was  appointed  by  Gwenwyn  to 
commit  to  paper  those  proposals,  which  he  doubted  not 
were  to  throw  the  Castle  of  Garde  Doloureuse,  notwith- 
standing its  melancholy  name,  into  an  ecstasy  of  joy. 
With  some  difficulty  the  chaplain  prevailed  on  his  patron 
to  say  nothing  in  this  letter  upon  his  temporary  plan  of 
concubinage,  which  he  wisely  judged  might  be  consider- 
ed as  an  affront  both  by  Eveline  and  her  father.     The 
matter  of  tlie  divorce  he  represented  as  almost  entirely 
settled,  and  wound  jp  his  letter  with  a  moral  application, 
in  which  were  many  allusions  to  Vashti,  Esther,  and 
Ahasuerus. 

Having  despatched  this  letter  by  a  swift  and  trusty 
messenger,  the  British  prince  opened  in  all  solemnity  the 
feast  of  Easter,  which  had  come  round  during  tlie  course 
of  tliese  external  and  internal  negotiations. 

Upon  the  approaching  ^ply-tide,  to  propitiate  the 
minds  of  his  subjects  and  vassals,  they  were  invited  in 
hrge  numben  to  partake  a  princely  festivity  at  Casl^^- 

CocA  or  the  Red  Castle^  93  it  was  then  called,  smceV^^V 
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ter  known  by  the  name  of  Powys-Castle,  and  in  latter 
times,  the  princely  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort.  Tlie 
architectural  magnificence  of  this  noble  residence  is  of  a 
much  later  period  than  that  of  Gwenwyn,  whose  palace, 
at  the  time  we  speak  of,  was  a  lone,  low-roofed  edi6ce 
of  red  stone,  whence  the  castle  derived  its  name  ;  while 
a  ditch  and  palisade  were,  in  addition  to  the  commanding 
situation,  its  most  important  defences* 


CHAPTER  n. 

In  Madoc's  tent  the  clarion  soundSy 
With  rapid  clangor  burned  far ; 

Each  hill  and  dale  the  note  reboondi^ 
But  when  return  the  aons  of  war  1 

Thou,  bom  of  stem  Necessity, 

Dull  Peace  !  the  valley  yields  to  thee, 
AimI  omnis  thy  melancholy  si^ay. 

Welch  Pi 


The  feasts  of  the  ancient  British  princes  usually  ex- 
hibited all  the  rude  splendour  and  Ubcral  indulgence  of 
mountain  hospitality,  and  Gwenwyn  was,  on  the  present 
occasion,  anxious  to  purchase  popularity  by  evenanun-' 
usual  display  of  profusion  ;  for  be  was  sensible  that  tbe 
ailiance  which  he  meditated  might  indeed  be  tolerated, 
but  could  not  be  approved,  by  his  subjects  and" followers* 
Tbe  following  incident,  trifling  in  itself,  confirmed  bis 
apprehensions.  Passing  one  evening,  when  it  was  be- 
come nearly  dark,  by  tlie  open  window  of  a  guard-room, 
usually  occupied  by  some  few  of  his  most  celebrated  sol- 
diers, who  relieved  each  other  in  watching  his  palace,  he 
heard  Morgan,  a  man  distii^uished  for  strength,  courage, 
and  ferocity, *say  to  the  companion  with  whom  he  was  sh- 
/y/g'  by  the  irarcb-fire,  "  Gwenwyu  \sVuTTked\»^Y^«g^ 
ore  woman  !    When  was  it  before  ibe«e\e^fi^tcii(»D'^'^^3K»^ 
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t  follower  of  his  was  obliged  to  gnaw  the  meat  from  the 
boDe  so  closely,  as  I  am  do\^  peeling  the  morsel  which  I 
hold  in  mj  hand  ?"^ 

"  Wait  but  a  while,"  replied  his  comrade,  "  till  the 
Normaa  match  be  accomplished ;  and  so  small  will  be  the 
prey  wo  shall  then  drive  from  the  Saxon  churls,  that  we 
iBay  be  glad  to  swallow,  like  hungry  dogs,  the  very  bones 
themselves." 

Gwenwyn  heard  no  more  of  their  conversation ;  but 
this  was  enough  to  alarm  his  pride  as  a  soldier,  and  his 
jealousy  as  a  prince.  He  was  sensible,  that  the  people 
over  whom  he  ruled  were  at  once  fickle  in  their  disposi- 
tion, impatient  of  long  repose,  and  full  of  hatred  against 
their  neighbours  ;  and  he  almost  dreaded  the  consequen- 
ces of  the  inactivity  to  which  a  long  truce  might  reduce 
them.  The  risk  was  now  incurred,  however ;  and  to 
display  even  more  than  his  wonted  splendour  and  liberal- 
ity, seemed  the  best  way  of  reconciling  the  wavering  af- 
fections of  his  subjects. 

A  Norman  would  have  despised  the  barbarous  mag- 
nificence of  an  entertainment,  consisting  of  kine  and 
sheep  roasted  whole,  of  goats'  flesh  and  deers'  flesh 
seethed  in  the  skins  of  the  animals  themselves ;  for  the 
Normans  piqued  themselves  on  tlie  quality  rather  than 
the  quantity  of  their  food,  and,  eating  rather  delicately 
than  largely,  ridiculed  the  coarser  taste  of  the  Britons, 
although  the  last  were  in  their  banquets  much  more  mod- 
erate than  were  the  Saxons ;  nor  would  the  oceans  of 
crw  and  hydromel,  which  overwhelmed  tlie  guests  like  a 
deluge,  have  made  up,  in  their  opinion,  for  the  absence  of 
the  more  elegant  and  costly  beverage  which  they  had 
learned  to  love  in  the  south  of  Europe.  Milk,  prepared 
in  various  ways,  was  another  material  of  the  British 
entertainment,  which  would  not  have  received  their  ap- 
probation, although  a  nutriment  which^  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions, often  supplied  the  want  of  all  others  among  the 
ancient  inhabitants,  whose  country  wais  rich  in  Backk  and 
herds,  but  poor  In  agricultural  product. 
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The  banquet  was  spread  in  a  long  low  hall,  built  of  rough 
wood  lined  with  shingles,  having  a  6re  at  each  end,  the 
smoke  of  which,  unable  to  find  its  way  through  the  im- 
perfect chimneys  in  the  roof,  rolled  in  cloudy  billows  above 
the  heads  of  the  revellers,  who  sat  on  low  seats,  purpose- 
ly to  avoid  its  stifling  fumes.^  The  mien  and  appearance 
of  the  company  assembled  was  wild,  and,  even  in.  their 
social  hours,  almost  terrific.  Their  prince  himself  had 
the  gigantic  port  and  fiery  eye  fitted  to  sway  an  unruly 
people,  whose  delight  was  in  the  field  of  battle ;  and  tbe 
long  mustaches  which  he  and  most  of  his  champioos 
wore,  added  to  the  formidable  dignity  of  his  presence. 
Like  most  of  these  present,  Gwenwyn  was  clad  in  a  sim- 
ple tunic  of  white  Unen  cloth,  a  remnant  of  tlie  dress 
which  the  Rornans  had  introduced  into  provincial  Bri- 
tain ;  and  he  was  distinguished  by  the  Eudorchawg,  or 
chain  of  twisted  gold  links,  with  which  the  Celtic  tribes 
always  decorated  their  chiefs.  The  collar,  indeed,  repre- 
senting in  form  the  species  of  links  made  by  cliildren  out 
of  rushes,  was  common  to  chieftains  of  inferior  rank,  manj 
of  whom  bore  it  in  virtue  of  their  birth,  or  had  won  it  by 
military  exploits  ^  but  a  ring  of  gold,  bent  around  the  head, 
iQtenningled  with  Gwenwyn's  hair — for  he  claimed  the 
rank  of  one  of  three  diademed  princes  of  Wales,  and  bis 
armlets  and  anklets  of  the  same  metal,  were  peculiar  to 
the  Prince  of  Powys,  as  an  independent  sovereign.  Two 
squires  of  his  body,  who  dedicated  their  whole  attention 
to  his  service,  stood  at  the  Prince's  back  ;  and  at  his  feet 
sat  a  page,  whose  duty  it  was  to  keep  them  warm  by 
chafing  and  by  wrapping  them  in  his  mantle.  The  same 
right  of  sovereignty,  which  assigned  to  Gwenwyn  his 
golden  crownlet,  gave  him  a  title  to  the  attendance  of  the 
foot-bearer^  or  youth,  who  lay  on  the  rushes,  and  whose 
duty  it  was  to  cherish  the  Prince's  feet  in  his  lap  or  bosomJ 
Notwithstanding  the  military  disposition  of  the  guests, 
end  the  danger  arising  from  the  feuds  into  which  they  were 
divided,  few  of  the  feast ers  wore  any  dbfensive  armour, 
except  the  light  goat-skin  bucVAer,  viVucVi  Ww^  VaV^x^ 
each  man's  seat.  On  the  olhet  Vi^nd,  ^^^  ^«t^^^ 
^lovided    with    ofieosive    vrea]poxa  •,    fot    ^^  \«»^ 
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AbtPj  short  two-edged  sword  was  another  legacy  of  the 
Romans.  Most  added  a  wood-knife  or  poniard  ;  and 
theie  were  store  of  javelins,  darts,  bows  and  arrows, 
pikes,  halberds,  Danish  axes,  and  Welch  hooks  and  bills ; 
so,  10  case  of  ill-blood  arising  during  the  banquet,  there 
was  no  lack  of  weapons  to  work  mischief. 

But  although  the  form  of  the  feast  was  somewhat  dis- 
orderly, and  that  the  revellers  were  unrestrained  by  the 
t  .'icter  rules  of  good-breeding  which  the  laws  of  chivalry 
mposed,  the  Easter  banquet  of  Gwenwyn  possessed,  in 
the  attendance  of  twelve  eminent  bards,  one  source  of 
the  most  exalted  pleasure,  in  a  much  higher  degree  than 
the  proud  Normans  could  tliemselves  boast.     The  latter, 
it  is  true,  had  their  minstrels,  a  race  of  men  trained  to  the 
profession  of  poetry,  song,  and  music  ;   but  although 
those  arts  were  highly  honoured,  and  the  individual  pro- 
fessors, when  they  attained  to  eminence,  were  often  richly 
rewarded,  and  treated  with  distinction,  the  order  of  min- 
ftrels,  as  such,  was  held  in  low  esteem,  being  composed 
chiefly  of  worthless  and  dissolute  strollers,  by  whom  the 
art  was  assumed,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  necessity 
of  labour,  and  to  have  the  means  of  pursuing  a  wandering 
tnd  dissipated  course  of  life.      Such,  in  all  times,  has 
been  the  censure  upon  the  calling  of  those  who  dedicate 
themselves   to   the    public  amusement  ;   among  whom 
those  distinguished  by  individual  excellence  are  some* 
times  raised  high  in  the  social  circle,  while  far  the  more 
numerous  professors,  who  only  reach  mediocrity,  are  sunk 
mto  the  .lower  scale.      But  such  was  not  the  case  with 
'he  order  of  bards  in  Wales,  who,  succeeding  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  druids,  under  whom  tliey  Irad  originally  form- 
*^  a  subordinate  fraternity,  had  many  immunities,  were 
''<?ld  in  the  highest  reverence  and  esteem,  and  exercised 
^^h  influence  witli  their  countrymen.     Their  power 
o^^er  the  public  mind  even  rivalled  that  of  the  priests 
meniselves,  to  whom   indeed   they  bore  some  resem- 
Wance ;  for  iljey  never  ivore  arms,  were  \mU;i\edL  \ft\» 
^^  order  by  secret  and  mystic  solemnities,  and  \ion\v^?je 
'^^adered  to  theirs  wen,  or  flow  of  poetic  ms^vt^Uox 
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as  if  it  had  been  indeed  marked  with  a  divine  character. 
Thus  possessed  of  power  and  consequence,  the  bards 
were  not  unwilling  to  exercise  their  privilegesi  and  some- 
times, in  doing  so,  their  manners  frequently  savoured  of 
caprice. 

This  was  perhaps  the  case  with  Cadwallon,  the  chief 
bard  of  Gwenwyn,  and  who,  as  such,  was  expected  to 
have  poured  forth  the  tide  of  song  in  the  banquetting- 
hall  of  his  prince.  But  neither  tlie  anxious  and  breath- 
less expectation  of  the  assembled  chiefs  and  champknis 
— neither  tlie  dead  silence  which  stilled  the  roaring  hall, 
when  his  harp  was  reverently  placed  before  him  by  his 
attendant — nor  even  the  commands  or  entreaties  of  the 
Prince  himself — could  extract  from  Cadwallon  more  than 
a  short  and  interrupted  prelude  upon  the  instrument,  the 
notes  of  which  arranged  themselves  into  an  air  inexpres- 
sibly mournful,  and  died  away  in  silence.  The  Prince 
frowned  darkly  on  the  bard,  who  was  himself  far  too 
deeply  lost  in  gloomy  thought,  to  offer  any  apology,  or 
even  to  observe  his  displeasure.  Again  he  touched  a  few 
wild  notes,  and,  raising  his  looks  upward,  seemed  io 
be  on  the  ver}'  point  of  bursting  forth  into  a  tide  of  song 
similar  to  those  with  which  this  master  of  his  art  was 
wont  to  enchant  his  hearers.  But  tlie  effort  was  in  vain 
•—he  declared  that  his  right  hand  was  withered,  and  push- 
ed the  instrument  from  him. 

A  murmur  went  round  the  company,  and  Gwenwyn 
read  in  their  aspects  that  they  received  the  unusual  n- 
lence  of  Cadwallon  on  this  high  occasion  as  a  bad  omen. 
He  called  hastily  on  a  young  and  ambitious  bard,  named 
Caradoc  of  Menwygent,  whose  rising  fame  was  likely  soon 
to  vie  with  the  established  reputation  of  Cadwallon,  and 
summoned  him  to  sing  something  which  might  command 
the  applause  of  his  sovereign  and  the  gratitude  of  the 
company.  The  young  man  was  ambitious,  and  under- 
stood the  arts  of  a  courtier.  He  commenced  a  poem, 
in  which,  although  under  a  feigned  name,  be  drew  such  a 
poetic  picture  of  £veline  BerengeT^xWxOvj^avrjw^^a 
enraptured  ;  and  while  all  who  Vwid  aewi  ^^  \scw8b&^ 
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otigina]  at  once  recognized  the  reseniblancei  the  eyes  of 
the  Prince  confessed  at  once  his  passion  for  tlie  subject, 
and  his  admiration  of  the  poet.  The  figures  of  Cehic 
poetry,  ui  themselves  highly  imaginative,  were  scarce 
sufficient  for  the  enthusiasm  of  the  ambitious  bard,  ris- 
ing in  his  tone  as  he  perceived  the  feelings  which  he 
was  exciting.  The  praises  of  tlie  Prince  mingled  with 
those  of  the  Norman  beauty  ;  and  **  as  a  lion,"  said 
the  poet,  "  can  only  be  led  by  the  hand  of  a  chaste  and 
beautiful  maiden,  so  a  chief  can  only  acknowledge  the 
empire  of  the  most  virtuous,  the  most  lovely  of  her  sex. 
Who  asks  of  the  noon-day  sun,  in  what  quarter  of  the 
world  he  was  born  ?  and  who  ^all  ask  of  such  charms 
as  hers,  to  what  country  they  owe  their  birth  ?" 

Enthusiasts  in  pleasure  as  in  war,  and  possessed  of 
imaginations  which  answered  readily  to  the  summons  of 
their  poets,  the  Welch  chiefs  and  leaders  united  in  accla- 
mations of  applause  ;  and  the  song  of  tlie  bard  went 
farther  to  render  popular  the  intended  alliance  of  the 
}  rince,  than  had  all  the  graver  arguments  of  his  priestly 
precursor  in  the  same  topic. 

Gwenwyn  himself,  in  a  transport  of  delight,  tore  ofi* 
the  golden  bracelets  which  he  wore,  to  bestow  them  up- 
on a  bard  whose  song  had  produced  an  effect  so  desira- 
ble ;  and  said,  as  he  looked  at  the  silent  and  sullen  Cad- 
wallon,  ''  The  silent  harp  was  never  strung  with  golden 
wires." 

"  Prince,"  answered  the  bard,  whose  pride  was  at 
least  equal  to  that  of  Gwenwyn  himself,  "  you  pervert  the 
proverb  of  Taliessin — ^it  is  the  flattering  harp,  which 
never  lacked  golden  strings." 

Gwenwyn,  turning  sternly  towards  him,  was  about  to 
make  an  angry  answer,  when  the  sudden  appearance  of 
Jorworth,  the  messenger  whom  he  had  despatched  to 
Raymond  Berenger,  arrested  his  purpose.  This  rude 
envoy  entered  the  ball  bare-legged,  excepting  the  sandds 
of  goat-skin  whicii  }w  wore,  and  having  on  his  s\\ow\Aw  «l 
chakof  the  same,  and  a  short  javelin  m  his  band.  TVie 
dust  oa /us garments,  wd  tll€  flush  on  his  brow,  Avoyj^' 
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with  what  hasty  zeal  his  erraDd  had  been  executed. 
Gwenwyn  demanded  of  him  eagerly,  **  What  news  from 
Garde  Doloureuse,  Jorworth  ap  Jevan  ?" 

"  I  bear  them  in  my  bosom/'  said  the  son  of  Jevan  ; 
and,  with  much  reverence,  he  delivered  to  the  Prince  a 
packet,  bound  with  silk,  and  sealed  with  the  inipression 
of  a  swan,  the  ancient  cognizance  of  the  House  of  Be- 
renger.  Himself  ignorant  of  writing  or  reading,  Gwen- 
wyn, in  anxious  haste,  delivered  the  letter  to  Cadwallon, 
who  usually  acted  as  secretary  when  the  chaplain  was 
not  in  presence,  as  chanced  then  to  be  the  case.  Cad- 
wallon, looking  at  the  letter,  said  briefly,  *^  I  read  no 
Latin.  Ill  betide  the  Norman,  who  writes  to  a  Prince 
of  Powys  in  other  language  than  that  of  Britain  !  and 
well  was  the  hour,  when  that  noble  tongue  alone  was 
spoken  from  Tintadgel  to  Cairleoil !" 

Gwenwyn  only  replied  to  him  with  an  angry  glance. 

"  Where  is  Father  Einion  ?"  said  the  impatient  prince. 

''  He  assists  in  the  church,"  replied  one  of  his  attend- 
ants, "  for  it  is  the  feast  of  Saint " 

"  Were  it  the  feast  of  Saint  David,"  said  Gwenwyn, 
"  and  were  the  pyx  between  his  hands,  he  must  come 
hither  to  me  instantly  !" 

One  of  the  chief  henchmen  sprung  off,  to  command 
his  attendance,  and,  in  the  meantime,  Gwenwyn  eyed 
the  letter  containing  the  secret  of  his  fate,  but  which  it 
required  sm  interpreter  to  read,  with  such  eagerness  and 
anxiety,  that  Caradoc,  elated  by  his  former  success, 
threw  in  a  few  notes  to  divert,  if  possible,  the  tenor  of 
his  patron's  thoughts  during  the  interval.  A  light  and 
lively  air,  touched  by  a  hand  which  seemed  to  hesitate, 
like  the  submissive  voice  of  an  inferior,  fearing  to  inter- 
rupt his  master's  meditations,  introduced  a  stanza  or  two 
applicable  to  the  subject. 

"  And  wliat  though  thou,  O  scroll,"  he  said,  apostro- 
phizing the  letter,  which  lay  on  the  table  before  his  mas-  ' 
ter,   '^  dost    speak  with  tlie   tongue  of  die  stranger  ? 
Hatb  Dot  the  cuckow  a  harsh  note,  «a^  >f eX  &Yi«  v^^  >3k!^ 
ofgreea  buds  and  springing  flowers?    Vi\wxM^^\»tt?' 


gutgs  be  that  of  Ibe  stoled  priest,  is  it  not  the  siune 
wlucb  binds  hearts  and  hands  together  at  the  ahar  ? 
And  what  though  ibou  delaj'est  to  render  up  thy  treas- 
ures, are  not  all  pleasures  most  sweet,  when  enlianced 
by  expectalton  ?  What  were  the  chase,  if  the  deer 
dropped  at  onr  feet  the  instant  he  started  from  the  cover 
—or  what  ralue  were  there  in  the  tore  of  the  maiden, 
were  it  yielded  without  coy  delay  ?" 

The  song  of  the  bard  was  here  broken  short  t^  lh« 
entrance  of  the  priest,  who,  hasty  in  obeying  the  sum- 
mons of  his  impatient  master,  had  not  tarried  to  lay  aside 
even  the  stole,  which  he  had  worn  in  the  holy  service  ; 
'  and  many  of  the  elders  thought  it  was  no  good  omen, 
that,  so  habited,  a  priest  should  appear  in  a  festive  assem- 
bly, and  amid  profane  minstrelsy. 

The  priest  opened  the  letter  of  the  Norman  Baron, 
and,  struck  with  surnrise  at  the  contents,  lifted  liis  eyes 
in  silence. 

"  Read  it !"  exclaimed  the  fierce  Gwenwyn. 

"  So  please  you,"  replied  the  more  prudent  chaplain, 
"  a  smaller  company  were  a  fitter  audience." 

"  Read  it  aloud  !"  repeated  the  Prince,  in  a  sIiU  higher 
tone  ;  "  there  sit  none  here  who  respect  not  the  honour 
of  their  prince,  or  who  deserve  not  his  confidence.  Read 
it,  I  say,  aloud  I  and  by  Saint  David,  if  Raymond  tha 
Norman  hath  dared " 

He  stopped  short,  and,  reclining  on  his  seat,  compos- 
ed himself  to  an  attitude  of  attention  ;  %4  it  was  easy 
for  his  followers  to  fill  up  the  breach  in  his  ^claniation 
which  prudence  had  recommended. 

The  voice  of  the  Chaplain  was  low  and  ill-assured  as 
oe  read  the  following  e|)isile  :—  ^  ' 

"  Raymond  Berenger,  the  noble  Norman  Knight,  Sen- 
eschal of  the  Garde  t)oloureuse,  to  Gwenwyn,  Prince 
of  Powys,  (May  peace  be  between  ihem !)  sendelhVetX^- 

"  Your  lea^craving  the  hand  of  our  dau^AlCT  '^■^ft- 
&wBerenger,  wm  safely  delivered  to  us  by  yoat  swywA 
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Jorworth  ap  Jevan,  and  we  thank  you  heartily  for  the 
good  meaning  therein  expressed  to  us  and  to  ours.  But, 
considering  within  ourselves  the  difference  of  blood  and 
lineage,  with  tlie  impediments  and  causes  of  offence 
which  have  often  arisen  in  the  like  cases,  we  hold  it  &!• 
ter  to  match  our  daughter  among  our  own  people  ;  and 
tliis  by  no  case  in  disparagement  of  you,  but  solely  for 
the  weal  of  you,  of  ourselves,  and  of  our  mutual  depen- 
dants, who  will  be  tlie  more  safe  from  the  risk  of  quarrel 
betwixt  us,  that  we  essay  not  to  draw  the  bonds  of  our 
intimacy  more  close  tlian  beseemeth.  The  sheep  and 
thefoats  feed  together  in  peace  on  the  same  pastures, 
but  tbey  mingle  not  in  blood,  or  race,  the  one  with  the 
other.  Moreover,  our  daughter  Eveline  hath  been  sought 
in  marriage  by  a  noble  and  potent  Lord  of  the  Marches, 
Hugo  de  Lacy,  the  Constable  of  Chester,  to  which  most 
honourable  suit  we  have  returned  a  favourable  answer. 
It  is  therefore  impossible  tliat  wc  should  in  tliis  matter 
grant  to  you  tlie  boon  you  seek  ;  nevertheless,  you  shall 
at  all  times  find  us,  in  other  matters,  willing  to  pleasure 
.  you  ;  and  hereunto  we  call  God,  and  Our  Lady,  and 
Saint  Mary  Magdalene  of  Quatford,  to  witness ;  to  whose 
keeping  we  heartily  recommend  you. 

"  Written  by  our  command,  at  our  Castle  of  Garde 
Doloureuse,  within  the  Marches  of  Wales,  by  a  rever- 
end priest,  Father  Aldrovand,  a  black  monk  of  tlie  house 
of  Wenlock  ;  and  to  which  we  have  appended  our  seal, 
upon  tlie  eve  qf  die  blessed  martyr  Saint  Alphegius,  to 
whom  be  honour  and  glory!" 

The  voice  of  Father  Einion  faltered,  and  the  scroll 
which  helioM  in  his  hand  trembled  in  his  grasp,  as  he 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  of  tliis  epistle  ;  for  well  he 
knew  that  insults  more  slight  tlian  Gwenwyn  would  hold 
the  least  word  it  contained,  were  sure  to  put  every 
drop  of  his  British  blood  into  the  most  vehement  com- 
motion. Nor  did  it  fail  to  do  so.  Tlie  Prince  had  grad- 
iwJ/jr  drawn  himself  up  from  die  ^#fte  ol  t^^^^xtw 
ifluci  be  had  prepared  to  listen  to  the  ep\sx\e  \  Bi\^^\v«ik 
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it  concluded,  he  sprung  on  his  feet  like  a  startled  lion, 
spuming  from  him  as  be  rose  the  foot-bearer,  who  rolled 
at  some  distance  on  the  floor.  *^  Priest,"  he  said,  ^'  hast 
thou  read  that  accursed  scroll  fairly  ?  for  if  thou  hast 
added,  or  diminished,  one  word,  or  one  letter,  I  will 
have  thine  eyes  so  handled,  that  thou  slialt  never  read 
letter  more  !" 

The  monk  replied,  trembling,  (for  he  was  well  aware 
tliat  the  sacerdotal  character  was  not  uniformly  respect* 
ed  among  the  irascible  Welchmen,)  ^*  By  the  oath  of 
my  order,  mighty  prince,  I  have  read  W(  rd  for  word, 
and  letter  for  letter." 

There  was  a  momentary  pause,  while  the  fury  of 
Gwenwyn,  at  this  unexpected  affront,  offered  to  him  in 
the  presence  of  all  his  Uckelwyr,  (i.  e.  noble  chiefs,  lit- 
erally men  of  high  stature,)  seemed  too  big  for  utterance, 
when  the  silence  was  broken  bv  a  few  notes  from  the 
hitlierto  mute  harp  of  Cadwallon.  The  Prince  looked 
round  at  first  with  displeasure  at  the  interruption,  for  he 
was  himself  about  to  speak  ;  but  when  he  beheld  the 
bard  bending  over  his  harp  with  an  air  of  inspiration, 
and  blending  together,  with  unexampled  skill,  the  wildest 
and  most  exalted  tones  of  his  ait,  he  himself  became  an 
auditor  instead  of  a  speaker,  and  Cadwallon,  not  the 
Prince,  seemed  to  become  the  central  point  of  the  as- 
sembly, on  whom  all  eyes  were  bent,  and  to  whom  each 
ear  was  turned  witli  breathless  eagerness,  as  if  his  strains 
were  the  responses  of  an  oracle. 

"  We  wed  not  witli  die  stranger," — thus  burst  the 
song  from  the  lips  of  the  poet.  "  Vortigern  wedded 
with  the  stranger  ;  thence  came  the  first  woe  upon  Bri- 
tain, and  a  sword  upon  her  nobles,  and  a  thunderbolt  upon 
her  palace.  We  wed  not  with  the  enslaved  Saxon — the 
free  and  princely  stag  seeks  not  for  his  bride  the  heifer 
whose  neck  the  yoke  hatli  worn.  We  wed  not  with  the 
rapacious  Norman — the  noble  hound  scorns  to  seek  a 
mate  from  the  herd  of  ravening  wolves.  YJVtexk  vj^^\V 
Aesrd  that  the  Cymry^  the  descendants  ot  BiuVe,^^ 
xw  cifi/dren  of  the  soU  of  {air  Britain,  were  pVunAexi^e 
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oppressed,  bereft  of  thejr  birth-right,  and  insohed  even 
in  their  last  retreats  ? — when,  but  since  they  stretched 
their  hand  in  friendship  to  the  stranger,  and  clasped  to 
their  bosoms  the  daughter  of  the  Saxon  f  Which  of 
the  two  is  feared  ? — the  empty  water-course  of  summer, 
or  the  channel  of  the  headlong  winter  torrent  ? — ^A  maid- 
en smiles  at  the  summer-shrunk  brook  while  she  <iro8ses 
it,  but  a  barbed  horse  and  his  rider  will  fear  to  stem  the 
wintry  flood.  Men  of  Mathraval  and  Powys,  be  the 
dreaded  flood  of  winter — Gwenwyn,  son  of  Cyverliock  I 
— Hnay  tliy  plume  be  the   topmost  of  its  waves  !*' 

All  thoughts  of  peace,  tlioughts  which,  in  themselves, 
were  foreign  to  the  hearts  of  die  warlike  British,  passed 
before  tlie  song  of  Cadwallon  like  dust  before  the  whirl- 
wind, and  the  unanimous  shout  of  the  assembly  declared 
for  instant  war.  The  Prince  himself  spoke  not,  but, 
looking  proudly  around  him,  flung  abroad  his  arm,  as 
one  who  cheers  his  followers  to  the  attack. 

The  priest,  had  he  dared,  might  have  reminded  Gwen« 
wyn,  that  tlie  Cross  which  he  had  assumed  on  his  shoul- 
der, had  consecrated  his  arm  to  the  Holy  War,  and  pre- 
cluded his  engaging  in  any  civil  strife.     But  the  task 
was  too  dangerous  for  Father  Einion's  courage,  and  be 
shrunk  from  the  hall  to  the  seclusion  of  his  own  convent* 
Caradoc,  whose  brief  hour  of  popularity  was  past,  also 
retired,  with  humble  and  dejected  looks,  and  not  without 
a  glance  of  indignation  at  his  triumphant  rival,  who  had 
so  judiciously  reserved  his  display  of  art  for  the  theme 
of  war,  that  was  ever  most  popular  with  the  audience* 
The  chiefs  resumed  their  seats  no  longer  for  the  * 
purpose   of  festivity,   but   to    fix   in   the   hasty   man- 
ner customary   among  these    prompt  warriors    where 
they  were  to  assemble  their  forces,  which,  upon  such 
occasions,  comprehended  almost  all  the  able-bodied  males 
of  the  country, — for  all,  excepting  the  priests  and  the 
bards,  were  soldiers, — and  to  settle  the  order  of  their  de- 
scent upon  the  devoted  marches,  where  they  proposed  to 
signalize,  by  general  ravage,  theW  sense  ot  \\ie  m^vAx.'wVns^ 
ibeir prince  had  received,  by  the  tejecuou  ol  Via  wmx% 
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The  maAt  we  nunber'ii,  ihit  Biike  up  my  life  ; 
Hen  m^  I  lUy,  aad  hs«  bij'  life  miul  eut. 

Whex  Raymond  BGren^er  kad  despatched  bis  mis- 
flioa  to  the  Prince  of  Powys,  ho  was  not  unsu^kious,- 
though  altogether  fearless,  of  the  result.  He  sent  mes- 
sengers to  the  several  dependants  who  held  their  fiefs 
by  the  tenure  of  ramage,  and  nrarned  them  to  he  on  the 
■lert,  that  he  might  receive  instant  notice  of  tlie  approach 
of  the  enemy.  The.c  vassnis,  as  is  well  known,  occupi- 
ed the  numerous  towers,  which,  like  so  many  falcon- 
nests,  had  been  built  on  the  points  most  coDVenient  to 
defend  the  frontiers,  nnd  were  bound  to  give  signal  of 
•Dj  incursion  of  the  Welch,  by  blowing  their  horns  ^ 
which  sounds,  answered  from  tower  lo  tower,  and  from 
Station  to  station,  gave  the  alarm  for  genera)  defence. 
But  although  Raymond  considered  these  precautions  as 
necessaiy,  from  the  fickle  and  precarious  temper  of  bis  . 
neighbours,  and  for  maintaining  hts  own  credit  as  a  sol- 
dier, he  was  far  from  believing  the  danger  to  be  immi- 
nent ;  for  the  preparations  of  the  Welch,  though  on  a 
much  more  extensive  scale  ihnn  had  lately  been  usual, 
were  as  secret,  as  their  resolution  of  war  had  been  sud- 
denly adopted. 

It  was  upon  the  second  morning  after  the  memorable 
-festival  of  Castell-Coch,  that  the  tempest  broke  on  the 
Norman  frontier.  At  first  a  single,  long,  and  keen  bugle- 
blast,  annoimced  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  presently 
the  signals  of  alarm  were  echoed  from  every  castle  and 
tower  on  the  borders  of  Shropshire,  where  evrfy  place 
of  habitation  was  then  a  fortress.  Beacons  were  \'\^\\\%& 
fyiao  crufs  and  ciniocncea,  (he  bells  were  nmE;\iacV.v;'4T^ 
MB  Ike  churches  and  towns,  while  the  genetallud  ew^w 
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summons  to  arms  announced  an  extremity  of  danger 
which  even  the  inhabitants  of  that  unsettled  country  had 
not  hitherto  experienced. 

Amid  this  general  alarm,  Raymond  Berenger,  having 
busied  himself  in  arranging  his  few  but  gallant  followers 
and  adherents,  and  taken  such  modes  of  procuring  intel- 
ligence of  the  (memy's  strength  and  motions  as  were  in 
his  power,  at  length  ascended  tlie  watch-tower  of  the 
castle,  to  observe  m  person  the  country  around,  already 
obscured  in  several  places  by  the  clouds  of  snioke,  which 
announced  the  progress  and  the  ravages  of  tlie  invaders. 
He  was  speedily  joined  by  his  favourite  squire,  to  whom 
the  unusual  heaviness  of  his  master's  looks  was  cause  of 
much  surprise,  for  till  now  they  bad  ever  been  blithest 
at  the  hour  of  battle.  The  squire  held  in  bis  hand  his 
master's  bchnet,  for  Sir  Raymond  was  all  armed^  saving 
the  head. 

"  Dennis  Morolt,"  said  the  veteran  soldier,  **are  our 
vassals  and  liegemen  all  mustered  ?" 

"  All,  noble  sir,  but  the  Flemings,  who  are  not  yet 
eome  in." 

"  Tlie  lazy  hounds,  why  tarry  they  ?"  said  Raymond. 
^  111  policy  it  is  to  plant  such  sluggish  natures  in  our  bor- 
ders. They  are  like  their  own  steers,  6tter  to  tug  a 
plough  than  for  auglit  that  requires  mettle." 

"  With  your  favour,"  said  Dennis,  "  the  knaves  can 
do  good  service  notunthstanding.  That  Wilkin  Flam- 
mock  of  the  Green  can  suike  like  the  hammers  of  hia 
own  fulling-mill." 

^^  He  will  fight,  I  believe,  when  he  cannot  help  it, 
said  Baymond  ;  '^  but  he  has  no  stomach  for  such  ex* 
ercise,  and  is  as  slow  and  as  stubborn  as  a  mule." 

'*  And  therelbre  are  his  countrymen  rightly  matched 
against  the  Welch,"  replied  Dennis  Moroh,  ^^  that  their 
solid  and  unyielding  temper  may  be  a  fit  foil  to  the  fiery 
and  headlong  dispositions  of  our  dangerous  neighbours, 
Just  as  restless  waves  are  best  opposed  by  steadfast  rocks. 
— Hurk,  sir,  I  hear  Wilkin  FlammocVft  s\ft^  ascending 
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the  tarret-stair,  as  deliberately  lui  ever  monk  mounted  to 


matins.** 


Step  by  step  the  heavy  sound  approached,  until  the 
form  of  the  huge  and  substantial  Fleming  at  length  issu- 
ed from  the  turret-door  to  the  platform  where  they  were 
conversing.  Wilkin  Flammock  was  cased  in  bright 
annour,  of  unusual  weight  and  thickness,  and  cleaned 
with  exceeding  care,  which  marked  the  neatness  of  his 
nation  ;  but,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  the  Normans, 
entirely  plain,  and  void  of  carving,  gilding,  or  any  sort 
of  ornament.  The  basenet,  or  steel-cap,  had  no  visor, 
and  left  exposed  a  broad  countenance,  with  heavy  and 
unpliable  features,  which  announced  the  character  of  his 
temper  and  understanding.  He  carried  in  his  hand  a 
heavy  mace. 

"  So,  Sir  Fleming,"  said  the  Castellane,  "  you  are  in 
no  hurry,  methinks,  to  repair  to  the  rendezvous." 

"  So  please  you,"  answered  the  Fleming,  "  we  were 
compelled  to  tarry,  that  we  might  load  our  waind  with 
our  bales  of  cloth  and  other  property." 

"  Ha  !  wains  ? — ^how  many  wains  have  you  brought 
with  you  ?" 

"  Six,  noble  sir,"  replied  Wilkin. 

"  And  how  many  men  .^"  demanded  Raymond  Be- 
renger. 

"  Twelve,  valiant  sir,"  answered  Flammock. 

**  Only  two  men  to  each  baggage-wain  ?  I  wonder 
you  would  thus  encumber  yourself,"  said  Berenger. 

"  Under  your  favour,  sir,  once  more,"  replied  Wilkin, 
**  it  is  only  the  value  which  I  and  my  comrades  set  upon 
our  goods,  that  inclines  us  to  defend  them  with  our  bod- 
ies ;  and,  had  we  been  obliged  to  leave  our  cloth  to  the 
plundering  clutches  of  yonder  vagabonds,  I  should  have 
aeen  small  policy  in  stopping  here  to  give  them  the  op- 
portunity of  adding  murder  to  robbery.  Gloucester 
should  have  been  my  first  halting-place." 

The  Norman  knight  gazed  on  the  Flemish  arlls^iv^Cot 
Mi/c/r  was  Wilkin  Flammockj  with  such  a  mixXxiie  o\  «v\x- 
prise  and  contempt,  as  excluded  indignaUou.     "  Wi^N' 
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heaira  much,"  he  said,  "  but  this  is  the  first  time  that  I 
have  heard  one  witli  a  beard  on  his  lip  avouch  himself 
a  coward." 

'^  Nor  do  you  hear  it  now,"  answered  Flainmock,  with 
the  utmost  composure-*-^^  I  am  always  ready  to  fight  for 
life  and  property  ;  and  my  coming  to  tliis  country,  where 
they  are  both  in  constant  danger,  sliows  that  1  care  noC 
much  how  often  I  do  so.  But  a  soimd  skin  is  better 
than  a  slashed  one,  for  all  that." 

^'  Well,"  said  Raymond  Berenger,  ^^  fight  after  thine 
own  fashion,  so  tliou  wilt  but  fight  stoutly  with  that  long 
body  of  tliine.  Wj  arc  like  to  have  need  for  all  that  we 
can  do. — Saw  you  aught  of  these  rascaille  Welch  ?-^ 
have  they  Gwcnwyn's  banner  amongst  them  ?" 

^'  I  saw  it  with  the  white  dragon  displayed,"  replied 
Wilkin  ;  ^'  I  could  not  but  kndw  it,  since  it  was  broider- 
ed  in  my  own  loom." 

Raymond  looked  so  grave  upon  this  intelligence,  that 
Dennis  Morolt,  unwilling  the  Fleming  should  mark  it, 
tliought  it  necessary  to  withdraw  his  attention.  ^'  I  caa 
tell  tliee,"  he  said  to  Flammock,  *^  that  when  the  Consta- 
ble of  Chester  joins  us  with  his  lances,  you  shall  see  you* 
handy-work,  the  dragon,  fly  faster  homeward  tliau  ev- 
flew  ilie  shuttle  which  wove  it." 

"  It  must  fly  before  the  Constable  comes  up,  Dcnnl 
Morolt,"  said  Berenger,  ^*  else  it  will  fly  triumphant  ovei 
all  our  bodies." 

"  In  the  name  of  God  and  the  Holy  Virgin!"  said  Deo* 
ois,  "  what  may  you  mean.  Sir  Knight  ? — not  that  we 
should  fight  with  the  Welch  before  the  Constable  joins 
us  ?" — He  paused,  and  tiien,  well  understanding  the  firm, 
yet  melancholy  glance,  with  which  liis  master  answered 
the  question,  he  proceeded,  with  yet  more  vehement  ear- 
nestness— "  Yon  cannot  mean  it — ^you  cannot  intend  that 
we  shall  quit  this  castle,  which  we  have  so  often  made 
good  against  them,  and  contend  in  the  field  whh  two 
hundred  men  against  thousands  f — Think  better  of  it,  my 
beloved  master ^  and  let  not  ihc  Tashaesa  o^  ^oxw  o\^^^ 
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Castellane,  and  his  own  insensibility  to  risible  emotkms. 
**  And  is  this  all  f "  he  said.  ^^  If  your  honour  had  pledg- 
ed yourself  to  pay  one  hundred  florins  to  a  Jew  or  to  a 
Lombard,  no  doubt  you  must  have  kept  the  day,  or  ior- 
feited  your  pledge  ;  but  surely  one  day  is  as  good  as 
another  to  keep  a  promise  for  fighting,  and  that  day  is 
best  in  which  the  promiser  is  strongest.  But  indeed, 
after  all,  what  signifies  any  promise  over  a  wine-flagon  ?" 

*^  It  signifies  as  much  as  a  promise  can  do  that  is  giv- 
en elsewhere.  Tlie  promiser,"  said  Berenger,  "  es- 
capes not  the  sin  of  a  word-breaker,  because  he  bath 
been  a  drunken  braggart." 

^  For  tlie  sin,"  said  Dennis,  "  sure  I  am,  that  rather 
than  you  sliould  do  such  deed  of  dole,  the  Abbot  of 
Glastonbury  would  absolve  you  for  a  florin." 

**  But  what  shall  wipe  out  the  shame  !"  demanded 
Berenger — ^'  how  shall  I  dare  to  show  myself  again 
among  press  of  knights,  who  have  broken  my  word  of 
battle  pledged,  for  fear  of  a  Wclchman  and  his  naked 
savages  ?  No  !  Dennis  Morolt,  speak  of  it  no  more. 
Be  it  for  weal  or  woe,  we  fight  them  to-day,  and  upon 
yonder  fair  field." 

"  It  may  be,"  said  Flammo(^k,  •*  that  Gwcnwyn  may 
have  forgotten  the  promise,  and  so  fail  to  appear  to  claim 
it  in  the  appointed  space  ;  for,  as  wc  heard,  yoiu*  wines 
of  France  flooded  liis  Welch  brains  deeply." 

''  He  again  alluded  to  it  on  the  morning  after  it  was 
made,"  said  the  Casteflane — ^  trust  me,  he  will  not  for* 

!'et  what  will  give  him  such  a  chance  of  removing  me 
rom  his  path  forever." 

As  he  spoke,  they  observed  that  large  clouds  of  dust, 
which  had  been  seen  at  difl^erent  points  of  tlie  landscape, 
were  drawing  down  towards  the  opposite  side  of  the  riv- 
er, over  wiiich  an  ancient  bridge  extended  itself  to  the 
appointed  place  of  .combat.  They  were  at  no  loss  to 
conjecture  the  cause.  It  was  evident  that  Gwenwyn, 
recallim^  the  parties  who  had  been  engaged  in  partial 
derastatioD,  was  bending  with  \V\s  vtYkA^  toi^^^  Nn^n^x^^ 
t^Je  bridge  and  the  plain  beyond  il. 
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**  Let  us  rush  dovrji  and  secure  the  pass,"  said  Den- 
nis Morolt ;  "  we  may  debate  with  them  with  some 
equality  by  the  advantage  of  defending  the  bridge. 
Your  word  bound  you  to  the  plain  as  to  a  field  of  battle, 
but  it  did  not  oblige  you  to  forego  such  advantages  as 
ihe  passage  of  tiie  bridge  would  afibcd.  Our  men,  our 
horses  are  ready — ^let  our  bowmen  secure  the  banks,  and 
iny  life  on  the  issue." 

I  *'  When  I  promised  to  meet  him  in  yonder  field,  I 
meant,"  replied  Raymond  Berenger,  '^  to  give  tlie 
Welchman  the  full  advantage  of  equality  of  ground.  I 
so  meant  it — he  so  understood  it ;  and  what  avails  keep- 
ing my  word  in  the  letter,  if  I  break  it  in  the  sense  f 
We  move  not  till  the  last  Welchman  has  crossed  i&e 
bridge  ;  and  then " 

"  And  then,"  said  Dennis,  "we  move  to  our  death? 
—May  God  forgive  our  sins  !  But " 

**  But  what  ?"  said  Berenger  ;  "  something  sticks  in 
thy  mind  that  should  have  vent." 

**  My  young  lady,  your  daughter  tlie  Lady  Eveline — " 

'*  I  have  told  her  what  is  to  be.  She  shall  remain  in 
the  casde,  where  I  will  leave  a*  few  chosen  veterans, 
with  you,  Dennis,  to  command  them.  In  twenty-four 
hours  the  siege  will  be  relieved,  and  we  have  defended 
it  longer  witli  a  slighter  garrison.  Then  to  her  aunt, 
the  Abbess  of  the  Benedictine  sisters — thou,  Dennis, 
wilt  see  her  placed  there  in  honour  and  safety,  and  my 
sister  will  care  for  her  future  provision  as  her  wisdom 
shall  determine." 

"  /  leave  you  at  this  pinch  !"  said  Dennis  Morolt, 
bursting  into  tears — "  /  shut  myself  up  within  walls, 
when  my  master  rides  to  his  last  of  battles  ! — I  become 
esquire  to  a  lady,  even  though  it  be  to  the  Lady  Eveline, 
when  he  lies  dead  under  his  shield  ! — Raymond  Beren- 
ger, is  it  for  tliis  thatlhave  buckled  tljy  armour  so  often?" 

The  tears  gushed  from  the  old  warrior's  eyes  as  fast 
as  from  those  of  a  girl  who  weeps  for  bcr  \o\ex  •,  ^wft^ 
jRajrtnond,  taking  him    kindly    by    the  bauA,  s^\A,  vev  ^ 
Mfoiiiw^  tone,  '^  Do  not  think,  my    good    o\d  s^xn^ 
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thaty  were  honour  to  be  won,  I  would  drive  thee  fronn 
my  side.  But  this  is  a  wild  and  an  inconsiderate  deed, 
to  which  my  fate  or  my  foliy  has  bound  me.  I  die  to 
save  my  name  from  dishonour  ;  hut,  alas  !  I  niust  leave 
on  my  memory  the  charge  of  imprudence." 

"  Let  me  siiare  your  imprudence,  my  dearest  mas- 
ter," said  Dennis  ilorolt,  earnestly  ; — "  the  poor  esquire 
has  no  business  to  be  thought  wiser  than  his  master. 
In  many  a  battle  my  valour  derived  some  little  fame  from 
partaking  in  the  deeds  which  won  your  reno\A"n  — deny 
me  not  the  rii^jht  to  share  in  that  blame  which  your 
temerity  may  incur  ;  let  them  not  say,  tliat  so  rash  was 
y***  action,  even  his  old  esquire  was  not  permitted  topar- 
*.ir  fv.  it  !  I  am  part  of  yourself — it  is  murder  to  every 
ni'tn  »viiom  you  lake  with  you,  if  you  leave  me  behind." 

■'  Dennis,"  said  Bcreiiger,  ''  you  make  me  feel  yet 
more  bitterly  the  folly  I  have  yielded  to.  I  would  grant 
you  the  boon  you  ask,  sad  as  it  is — But  my  daughter — ^ 

"  Sir  Knii^ht,"  said  the  Fleming,  who  had  listened  to 
this  dialogue  with  somewhat  less  than  his  usual  apathy, 
"  it  is  not  my  purpose  this  day  to  leave  this  castle  ; 
now,  if  you  could  trust  m)-  troth  to  do  what  a  plain  man 
may  for  the  protection  of  my  Lady  Eveline " 

"  How,  sirrah  !"  said  Raymond  ;  "  you  do  iK)t  pn>^ 
pose  to  leave  the  castle  ?  Who  gives  you  right  to  pro- 
pose or  disjjose  in  the  case,  until  my  pleasure  is  known?" 

"  I  shall  be  sorry  to  have  words  with  you.  Sir  Castel- 
lane,"  said  the  iui|)erturbable  Fleming  ; — ^"  but  I  hold 
here,  in  this  township,  certain  mills,  tenements,  cloth- 
yards,  and  so  forth,  for  which  I  am  to  pay  man-service 
in  defending  this  Castle  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  and 
in  this  I  am  ready.  But  if  you  call  on  me  to  maixli 
from  hence,  leaving  the  same  castle  defenceless,  and  to 
offer  up  my  life  in  a  battle  which  you  acknowledge  to  be 
desperate,  I  must  needs  siiy  my  tenure  binds  me  not  to 
obey  thee." 

^'  Base  mechanic  !"   said  Morolt,  laying  his  hand  oa 
A/s  (/agger,  and  menacing  the  F\cmm^% 
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^\      But  Raymond  Berenger  interfered  witb  voice  mod 

iuod — **  Harm  bim  not,  Morolt,  and  blame  bim  not. 

He  hath  a  sense  of  duty,  though  not  after  our  manner ; 

ind  be  and  his  knaves  will  fight  best  behind  stone  walls. 

Tbey  are  taught  also,  these  Flemings,  by  the  practice  of 

their  own  country,  the  attack  and   defence  of  walled 

cities  and  fortresses,  and  are  especially  skilful  in  working 

of  mangonels  and  military  engines.     There  are  several 

of  his  countrj'^men  in  the  castle,  besides  his  own  follow* 

ers.      These  1  propose  to  leave  behind  ;   and  I  think 

they  will  obey  him  more  readily  than  any  but  myself — 

bow  think'st  thou  ?     Thou  would'st  not,  I  know,  from  a 

misconstrued  point  of  honour,  or  a  blind  love  to  me, 

leaTe  this  impoitant  place,  and  the  safety  of  Eve\'||e,  in 

doubtful  bands  f"  '^'  -  .. 

*^  Wilkin  Flammock  is  but  a  Flemish   clown,  noV 

sir,''  answered  Dennis,  as  much  overjoyed  as  if  he  had 

obtained  some  important  advantage  ;  "  but  I  must  needs 

say  be  is  as  stout  and  true  as  any  whom  you  might  trust ; 

and,  besides,  his  own  shrewdness  will  teach  him  there  is 

more  to  be  gained  by  defending^  such  a  castle   as  this, 

than  by  yielding  it  to  strangers,  t|^  may  not  be  likely 

to  keep  the  terms  of  surrender,  however  fairly  they  may 

mSer  them." 

"  It  is  fixed  then,"  said  Raymond  Berenger.  "  Then, 
Dennis,  thou  shalt  go  with  me,  and  he  shall  remain  be- 
Jiind. — Wilkin  Flammock,"  he  said,  addressing  the 
Fleming  solemnly,  *'  I  speak  not  to  thee  the  language  of 
chivalry,  of  which  thou  knowest  nothing  ;  but,  as  thou 
art  an  honest  man,  and  a  true  Christian,  I  conjure  thee 
to  stand  to  the  defence  of  this  castle.  LiCt  no  promise 
of  tlie  enemy  draw  thee  to  any  base  composition — no 
threat  to  any  surrender.  Relief  must  speedily  arrive  ; 
if  you  fulfil  your  trust  to  me  and  to  my  daughter,  Hugo 
de  Lacy  will  reward  you  richly — if  you  fail,  he  will  pun- 
ish you  severely." 

"  Sir  Kni^foi,"  said  Flammock,  "  I  am  pXe^^^'^ova^ 
Aare  put  your  trust  so  far  in  a  plain  YwintfiCT^lvwcvwu 

4*      VOL,    I. 


ii 
It 


49  TAXES   DV  THS   CRITSADBBt* 

For  the  Welch,  I  am  come  from  a  land  for  which  we 
were  compelled — ^yearly  compelled — to  struggle  with 
the  sea  ;  and  they  who  can  deal  with  tlio  waves  in  a 
tempest,  need  not  fear  an  undisciplined  people  in  their 
fury.  Your  daughter  shall  be  as  dear  to  me  as  mine 
own  ;  and  in  that  faith  you  may  prick  forth — if,  indeed, 
you  will  not  still,  like  a  wiser  man,  shut  gate,  down  port* 
cuUis,  up  draw-bridge,  and  let  your  archers  and  my 
cross-bows  man  the  wall,  and  tell  the  knaves  you  are  not 
the  fool  that  they  take  you  for." 

Good  fellow,  that  must  not  be,"  said  the  KuigfaL 

I  hear  my  daughter's  voice,"  he  added  hastily  ;  'M 
would  not  again  meet  her,  again  to  part  from  her.  To 
Heaven's  keeping  I  commit  Uiee,  lionest  Fleming — ^Fol- 
low me,  Dennis  Morolt." 

The  old  castcllane  descended  the  stair  of  the  south- 
ern tower  hastily,  just  as  his  daughter  Eveline  ascended 
that  of  the  eastern  turret,  to  throw  herself  at  his  feet  once 
more.  She  was  followed  by  the  Father  Aldrovand, 
chaplain  of  her  father  ;  by  an  old  and  almost  invalided 
liuntsman,  whose  more  active  services  in  the  field  and 
the  chase  had  been  f|^some  time  cliie6y  limited  to  the 
superintendence  of  the  Knight's  kennels,  and  the  cliarge 
especially  of  his  more  favourite  hounds  ;  and  by  RoM 
Flammock,  the  daughter  of  Wilkin,  a  blue-eyed  Flemish 
maiden,  round,  plump,  and  shy  as  a  partridge,  who  had 
been  for  some  time  permitted  to  keep  company  with  the 
high-born  Nortuan  damsel,  in  a  doubtful  station,  betwixt 
that  of  an  humble  friend   and    superior  domestic. 

Eveline  rushed  upon  the  battlements,  her  hair  dishev- 
elled, and  her  eyes  drowned  in  tears,  and  eagerly  de- 
manded of  the  Fleming  where  her  father  was  ? 

Flammock  made  a  clumsy  reverence,  and  attempted 
some  answer  ;  but  his  voice  seemed  to  fail  him.  He 
turned  his  back  upon  Eveline  without  ceremony,  and 
totally  disregarding  tlie  anxious  inquiries  of  the  hunts- 
man and  the  chaplaip,  he  said  hastily  to  his  daughter,  in 
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Us  own  language,  "  Mad  work  !  mad  work  !  look  to  the 
poor  maiden,  Roscben — Der  alter  Herr  %$i  verrucktJ'^* 

Without  further  speech  he  descended  the  stairs,  and 
sever  pauised  till  he  reached  the  buttery.  Here  he  call- 
ed like  a  lion  for  the  controller  of  tliese  regions,  by  the 
Tarious  names  of  Kammerer,  Keller-master,  and  so  forth, 
to  wbbh  the  old  Reinold,  an  ancient  Norman  esquire,  an- 
swered not,  until  the  Netherlander  fortunately  recollected 
his  Anglo-Norman  title  of  butler.  This,  his  regular  name 
of  office,  was  the  key  to  the  buttery  hatch,  and  the  old 
man  instantly  appeared,  with  his  grey  cassock,  and  high 
rolled  hose,  a  ponderous  bunch  of  keys  suspended  by  a 
silver  chain  to  liis  broad  leathern  girdle,  which,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  emergency  of  the  time,  he  had  thought 
it  right  to  balance  on  the  left  side  with  a  huge  falchion, 
which  seemed  much  too  weighty  for  his  old  arm  to  wield. 

'*  What  is  your  will,"  he  said,  "  Master  Flammock  ? 
or  what  are  your  commands,  since  it  is  my  lord'ttpleas- 
ure  that  they  shall  be  laws  to  me  for  a  time  f" 

**  Only  a  cup  of  wine,  good  Meistcr  Keller-master — 
butler,  I  mean."  ^.  -^^ 

"  I  am  glad  you  remember  tf^^me  of  mine  office," 
said  Reinold,  with  some  of  the  petty  resentment  of  a 
spoiled  domestic,  who  thinks  that  a  stranger  has  been  ir- 
regularly put  in  command  over  him. 

"  A  flagon  of  Rhenish,  if  you  love  me,"  answered 
the  Fleming,  "  for  my  heart  is  low  and  poor  within  me, 
and  I  must  needs  drink  of  the  best." 

'*  And  drink  you  shall,"  said  Reinold,  '<  if  drink  will 
give  you  the  courage  which  perhaps  you  may  want." — 
He  descended  to  the  secret  crypts,  of  which  he  was  the 
guardian,  and  returned  with  a  silver  flagon,  which  might 
contain  about  a  quart. — *'  Here  is  such  wine,"  said  Rei- 
nold, **  as  thou  hast  seldom  tasted,"  and  was  about  to 
pour  it  out  into  a  cup. 

"  Nay,  the  flagon — ^the  flagon,  friend  Reinold  ;  I  love 
a  deep  and  solemn  draught  when  the  business \sv!^\^N>j  ^^ 


^% 


'^  71m  old  lord  it  frMitic. 
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said  Wilkin.  He  seized  on  the  flagon  accordingljr,  and 
drinking  a  preparatory  mouthful,  paused  as  if  to  esdmatv 
the  strength  and  flavour  of  the  generous  liquor.  Ap- 
parently he  was  pleased  with  both,  for  he  nodded  in  ap- 
probation to  tlie  butler  ;  and,  raising  the  flagon  to  lus 
mouth  once  more,  he  slowly  and  graduaUy  brought  tiie 
bottom  of  the  vessel  parallel  with  the  roof  of  the  apart* 
ment,  without  suflfering  one  drop  of  the  contents  to  es- 
cape him. 

'*  That  hadi  savour,  Herr  Keller-master,"  said  het 
while  he  was  recovering  his  breath  by  intervals,  after  so 
long  a  suspense  of  respiration  ;  ^'  but,  may  heaven  for- 
give you  for  thinking  it  the  best  1  have  ever  tasted ! 
You  little  know  the  cellars  of  Ghent  and  of  Ypres.'' 

^^  And  I  care  not  for  them,"  said  Reinold  ;  "  those 
of  gentle  Norman  blood,  hold  tlie  wines  of  Gascony  and 
France,  generous,  light,  and  cordial,  worth  all  tlie  acid 
potatidtts  of  tlie  Rhine  and  the  Neckar." 

"  All  is  matter  of  taste,"  said  the  Fleming  ;  "  but 
hark  ye — Is  there  much  of  this  wine  in  the  cellar  ?" 

^'  Methought,  but  omu  it  pleased  not  your  dainty  pal- 
ate?" said  Reinold.    ^p 

**  Nay,  nay,  my  friend,"  said  Wilkin,  *'  I  said  it  had 
savour — I  may  have  drunk  better — ^but  tliis  is  right  good, 
where  better  may  not  be  had. — Again,  bow  much  of  it 
hast  thou  .^" 

"  The  whole  butt,  man,"  answered  the  butler  ;  "  I 
have  broached  a  fresh  piece  for  you." 

"  Good,"  replied  Flammock  ;  "  get  the  quart-pot  of 
Christian  measure  ;  heave  the  cask  up  into  Uiis  same 
buttery,  and  let  each  solcSer  of  tills  castle  be  served  with 
such  a  cup  as  I  have  here  swallowed.  I  feel  it  hath 
done  me  much  good — my  heart  was  sinking  when  I  saw 
the  black  smoke  arising  from  mine  own  fulling-mills  yon* 
der.  Let  each  man,  I  say,  have  a  full  quart-pot — men 
defend  not  castles  on  tliin  liquors." 

'*  I  must  do  as  you  will,  good  Wilkin  Flammock,** 

aa/d  the  butler  ;  "  but  I  pray  remetuVieT  «\\  rcv^iv  %x«t«ii 

Mlite.     That  which  will  but  \rarm  yout  ¥\emxsV\i«wt\ 


irildfire  into  Norman  brains  ;  and  what  may  only 
;e  your  countrymen  to  man  the  walls,  will  make 
over  the  battlements." 

I,  you  know  the  conditions  of  your  own  coun- 
»est  ;  serve  out  to  them  what  wines  and  meas- 
list — only  let  each  Fleming  have  a  solemn  quart 
lish. — But  what  will  you  do  for  the  English 
f  whom  there  are  a  right  many  left  with  us  ?" 
Id  butler  pausqd,  and  rubbed  his  brow. — "  There 

strange  waste  of  liquor,"  he  said  ;  "  and  yet 
it  deny  that  th^  emergency  may  defend  the  ex- 
*,  But  for  the  English,  they  are,  as  you  wot, 
breed,  having  much  of  your  German  sullen- 
ether  with  a  plentiful  touch  of  the  hot  blood  of 
iVelch  furies.  Light  wines  stir  them  not  ; 
avy  draughts  would  madden  them.  What  think 
ale,  an  invigorating,  strengthening  liquor,  that 
le  heart  without  inflaming  the  brain  ?" 
!"  said  the  Fleming. — "  Hum — ha — is  your 
:y,  Sir  Biuler  ? — is  it  double  ale  ?" 
rou  doubt  my  skill  .'^"  said^ie  butler. — "  March 
»ber  have  witnessed  rnVKver  as  they  came 
r  thirty  years,  deal  with  the  best  barley  in 
re. — You  shall  judge." 

ed,  from  a  lariire  hogshead  in  the  corner  of  the 
he  flagon  which  the  Fleming  had  just  emptied, 
h  was  no  sooner  replenished  than  Wilkin  again 
t  to  the  bottom. 

d  ware,"  he  said,."  Master  Butler,  strong  sling- 
.  The  English  churls  will  fight  like  devils  up- 
t  them  be  furnished  with  mighty  ale  along  with 
f  and   brown  bread.      And  now,  having  given 

charge.  Master  Reinold,  it  is  time  I  should  look 
e  own." 

Flammock    left  the  buttery,  and  with  a  mien 
;ment  alike  undisturbed   by  the   deep  potations 
}w  had  so  recently  indulged,  undisluxbe^  A"s.o 
r/ous  rumours   coucerning   w\\ul  was  '^^%«vtv^ 
7rs,  he  wRde  the    round  of  ll\e  caald^  uxv^'va 
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out-works,  mustered  the  little  garrison,  and  assigned  to 
each  their  posts,  reserving  to  his  oWn  countrymen  the 
management  of  the  arblasts,  or  cross-bows,  and  of  the 
military  engines  which  were  contrived  by  the  proud  Nor- 
mans, and  were  incomprehensible  to  the  ignorant  Eng- 
lisli,  or,  more  properly,  Anglo-Saxons,  of  the  period, 
but  wliich  his  more  adroit  countrymen  managed  with 
great  address.  The  jealousies  entertained  by  both  the 
Normans  and  English,  at  being  placed  under  the  tempo- 
rary command  of  a  Fleming,  gradually  yielded  to  the 
military  and  mechanical  skill  which  he  displayed,  as  well 
as  to  a  sense  of  the  emergency,  which  became  greater 
with  every  moment. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

B«»de  yoo  briM^Nit  ower  3-on  barn, 
Where  the  ^tjj/^  bickereth  bright  and  ihaea, 

Shall  many  a  falling  courser  spurn, 
And  knights  shall  die  in  battle  keen. 

Propfucyo/  ThomoM  Oim  Rhfmer. 

The  daughter  of  Raymond  Berenger,  with  the  at- 
tendants whom  we  have  mentioned,  continued  to  remain 
upon  tlie  battlements  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  in  spite 
of  tlie  exhortations  of  the  priest  tliat  she  would  raUier 
await  the  issue  of  this  terrible  interval  in  the  chapel,  and 
amid  the  rites  of  religion.  He  perceived,  at  length,  that 
she  was  incapable,  from  grief  and  fear,  of  attending  to, 
or  understanding  his  advice  ;  and,  sitting  down  beside 
her,  while  the  huntsman  and  Rose  Flammock  stood  by, 
endeavoured  to  suggest  such  comfort  as  perhaps  be 
scarcely  felt  himself. 

This  is  hut  a  sally  of  your  nob\e  taxViei'S)"  he  said  ; 
and  though  it  may  seem  it  is  m^iAe  oii  ^t^^\\»3«t^ 
J^ei  who  ever  questioned  Sir  RaymouABet^ti^^x'^  ^^kS&r:] 


St 
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of  wars  ? — He  is  close  and  secret  in  his  purposes.  I 
guess  right  well  he  bad  not  marched  out  as  he  proposes, 
unless  he  knew  that  the  noble  Earl  of  Arundel,  or  die 
mighty  Constable  of  Chester,  were  close  at  hand." 

"  Think  you  this  assuredly,  good  father  ? — Go,  Raoul 
— go,  my  dearest  Rose — look  to  the  east — see  if  you 
cannot  descry  banners  or  clouds  of  dust. — Listen — listen 
— hear  you  no  trumpets  from  that  quarter?" 

"  Alas  !  my  lady,"  said  Raoul,  *^  the  diunder  of 
heaven  could  scarce  be  heard  amid  tlie  howling  of  yon- 
der Welch  wolves."  Eveline  turned  as  he  spoke,  and 
looking  towards  the  bridge,  she  beheld  an  appalling 
spectacle. 

The  river,  whose  stream  washes  on  three  sides  the 
base  of  the  proud  eminence  on  which  the  castle  is  situ- 
ated, curves  away  from  the  fortress  and  its  correspond- 
ing village  on  the  westj  and  die  hill  sinks  downward  to 
an  extensive  plain,  so  extremely  level  as  to  indicate  its 
alluvial  origin.  Lower  down,  at  die  extremity  of  this 
plain,  where  the  banks  again  close  on  die  river,  were 
situated  the  manufacturing  houses  of  the  stout  Flem- 
ings, which  were  now  burning  i%^  bright  flame.  The 
bridge,  a  high,  narrow  combinadon  of  arches  of  unequal 
size,  was  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  castle,  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  plain.  The  river  itself  ran  in  a  deep 
rocky  channel,  was  often  unfordablc,  and  at  all  times 
difficult  of  passage,  giving  considerable  advantage  to  the 
defenders  of  the  castle,  who  had  spent  on  other  occa- 
sions many  a  dear  drop  of  blood  to  defend  the  pass, 
which  Raymond  Berenger's  fantastic  scruples  now  in- 
duced him  to  abandon.  The  Welchmen,  seizing  the 
opportunity  with  the  avidity  with  which  men  grasp  an 
unexpected  benefit,  were  fast  crowding  over  the  high 
and  steep  arches,  while  new  bands,  collecting  from  dif- 
ferent points  upon  tlic  farther  bank,  increased  the  con- 
tinued stream  of  warriors,  who,  passing  leisurely  and 
lutinterrupted,  formed  their  line  of  bau\e  on  \^^  ^^\x^ 
opposite  to  the  castle. 
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At  first  Father  Aldrovand  viewed  their  motions 
out  anxiety,  my,  witli  the  scornful  smile  of  one  who  dth 
serves  nn  enemy  in  die  act  of  falling  into  the  snare 
spread  for  them  by  superior  skill.  Raymond  Berengefy 
with  his  little  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  were  drawn 
up  on  the  easy  hill  which  is  betwixt  the  castle  and  the  { 
plain,  ascending  from  the  former  towards  the  fortress ; 
and  it  seemed  clear  to  the  Dominican,  who  had  not  en- 
tirely fon^ottcn  in  the  cloister  his  ancient  military  expe- 
ricnce,  that  it  was  the  Knight's  purpose  to  attack  the 
disordered  enemy  when  a  certain  number  had  crossed 
the  river,  and  the  others  were  paitly  on  the  farther  sidei 
and  partly  engnged  in  the  slow  and  perilous  manoeuvre 
of  effecting  their  passage.  But  when  large  bodies  of  the 
white-mantled  Welchmen  were  permitted  without  inter- 
ruption to  take  such  order  on  the  plain  as  their  habits  of 
fighting  recommended,  the  monk's  countenance,  though 
he  still  endeavoured  to  speak  encouragement  to  the  ter- 
rified Eveline,  assumed  a  different  and  an  anxious  ex- 
pression ;  and  his  acquired  habits  of  resignation  con- 
tended strenuously  with  his  ancient  military  ardour. 
"  Be  patient,"  he  saitf^  "  my  daughter,  and  be  of  good 
comfort ;  thine  eyes  shall  behold  the  dismay  of  yonder 
barbarous  enemy.  Let  but  a  minute  elapse,  and  thou 
shalt  see  them  scattered  like  dust. — Saint  George !  they 
will  surely  cry  thy  name  now,  or  never  !" 

The  monk's  beads  passed  meanwhile  rapidly  tlirough 
h's  hands,  but  many  an  expression  of  mihtary  impa- 
tience mingled  itself  with  his  orisons.  He  could  not 
conceive  the  cause  why  each  successive  throng  of  moun- 
taineers, led  under  their  different  banners,  and  headed 
by  their  respective  chieftains,  was  permitted,  without  in- 
terruption, to  pass  the  di/Ticult  defile,  and  extend  tliem- 
selves  in  battle  array  on  the  near  side  of  the  bridge, 
while  the  English,  or  rather  Anglo-Norman  ca^Tilry,  re- 
mained stationary,  without  so  much  as  laying  their  lances 
in  rest.  There  remained,  he  thought,  but  one  hope— ^ 
one  only  rational  exjikination  o(  l\\\s  utv^ceouxvxaXAe  Vaafc- 
t/ritj' — this  vohmtary   surrender  ot  e\erj  ^d\^Tv\^^^  A 
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ground,  wlicn  lliat  of  numbers  was  so  tremendously  on 
tbe  side  of  the  enemy.  Fnther  Atdravnnd  concluded, 
ihu  the  succours  of  the  Constable  of  Chcatc/,  and  other 
Lord  Marchers,  must  be  in  tlie  immediate  vicinity,  and 
Urn  the  Welch  were  only  permitted  to  pass  tlie  river 
vrhliout  opposition,  that  their  retreat  might  be  the  more 
cfiectually  cut  off,  and  their  dercal,  with  a  deep  rii^r  in 
tbeir  rear,  rendered  the  more  signally  calamitons.  But 
eren  while  he  ckmg  to  tljis  hope,  tlic  monk's  heart  sunk 
within  him,  as,  looking  in  every  direction  from  which  tllto 
expected  succours  might  arrive,  be  cunid  neither  see  nor 
bear  the  slightest  token  tvbich  announced  their  approach. 
In  a  frame  of  mind  approaching  more  nearly  to  despair 
than  to  hope,  the  old  man  continued  allernately  to  tell 
hii  beads,  to  gaze  anxiously  around,  and  to  address 
■ome  words  of  consolation  in  broken  phrases  to  the 
joung  lady,  until  the  general  ?liout  of  the  Welch,  ring- 
Jng  from  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the  batilenionis  of  the 
castle,  warned  him,  in  a  iioIg  of  L'xullution,  ihut  ilia 
rery  last  of  the  British  hnd  denied  through  die  pass, 
and  tliat  their  whole  formidable  array  stood  prompt  lor 
action  upon  die  hither  side  of  tlie  river. 

This  tlirilling  and  astounding  clBiiiour,  to  which  each 
Welchman  lent  his  voice  with  all  the  energy  of  defi- 
ance, thirst  of  battle,  and  hope  of  conquest,  was  at  length 
answered  by  the  bloat  of  the  Norman  trumpets, — tho 
first  si^  of  activity  which  had  hern  exhibited  on  tho 
part  ol  Raymond  Berenger.  itut  cheerily  as  they  rung, 
ifae  trumpets,  in  comparison  of  ibe  shout  which  they 
■nsnered,  sounded  like  the  silver  whistle  of  the  stout 
hoatswain  amid  the  howling  of  the  tempest. 

At  the  same  moment  when  the  trumpets  were  blown, 
Berenger  gave  signal  to  the  archers  to  discharge  their 
arrows,  and  the  men-at-arms  to  advance  under  a  bait> 
nonn  of  shafts,  javelins,  and  stones,  shot,  darted,  and 
■lung  by  the  Welch  against  dieir  steel-clad  assailnnta. 

The  veterans  of  Raymond,  on  tJie  othci  hand,  i\u(k> 
ulaied  bf/iiany  victorious  lecoi/ectioils,  con&dei^V  ilt  A« 
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talents  of  their  accomplished  leader,  and  undismajred 
oven  by  the  desperation  of  tlieir  circumstances,  charged 
the  mass  of  the  Welchmen  with  their  usual  determined 
valour.  It  was  a  gallant  sight  to  see  this  little  body  of 
cavalry  advance  to  the  onset,  their  plumes  floating  abovo 
their  helmets,  tlieir  lances  in  rest,  and  projecting  six  feet 
in  length  before  tlie  breasts  of  their  coursers  ;  their 
shields  hanging  from  tlieir  necks,  that  their  left  haadi 
might  have  freedom  to  guide  tlieir  horses  ;  and  tlw 
whole  body  rusliing  on  with  an  equal  front,  and  a  im^ 
inentum  of  speed,  which  increased  with  every  second. 
Such  an  onset  might  have  startled  naked  men,  (for  such 
were  the  Welch,  in  respect  of  the  mail-sheathed  Nor- 
mans,) but  it  brought  no  terrors  to  tlie  ancient  Britiabt 
who  had  long  made  it  their  boast  tliat  they  exposed  their 
bare  bosoms  and  white  tunics  to  the  lances  and  swords 
of  the  men-at-arms,  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  they 
had  been  born  invulnerable.  It  was  not  indeed  in  tlieir 
power  to  withstand  the  weight  of  the  first  sliock,  whicbb 
breaking  their  ranks,  densely  as  they  were  arranged,  car- 
ried the  barbed  horses  into  the  very  centre  of  dieir  lioi^ 
and  well  nigh  up  to  the  fatal  standard,  to  which  Ray- 
mond Berenger,  bound  by  his  fatal  vow,  had  that  day 
conceded  so  much  vantage-ground*  But  tliey  yielded 
like  the  billows,  which  give  way,  indeed,  to  tlie  gallant 
ship,  but  only  to  assail  her  sides,  and  to  unite  ia  her 
wake.  WiUi  wild  and  horrible  clamours,  they  claoed 
their  tumultuous  ranks  around  Berenger  and  his  devoled 
followers,  and  a  deadly  scene  of  strife  ensued. 

The  best  warriors  of  Wales  had  on  this  occasion 
ed  the  standard  of  Gwenwyn  ;   the  arrows  of  the 
of  Gwentland,  whose  skill  in  archery  almost  equalM 
that  of  the  Normans  themselves,  rattled  on  the  helmell 
of  the  men-at-arms  ;  and  tlie  spears  of  the  people  flf 
Deheubartli,  renowned  for  the  sharpness  and  temper  flf  L 
their  steel  heads,  were  employed  against  the  cui  _ 

not  without  fatal  effect,  notwithstanding  the  proleeike  \y 
which  t/jeae  afforded  to  the  iidLQT. 


Tire  BCTBormv*  '■■ 

It  ms  in  VDin  thai  the  nrchcry  belonging  to  Itaj'mond's 
Gllle  bnnrl,  stout  yeomco,  nlio,  tnr  the  most  part,  held 
poisessioni  by  mihlnry  tenure,  exhnti^cd  their  quivers 
on  ihe  bmad  m»rk  afforded  tJiuin  by  tJ>c  Welch  army. 
Jt  is  iirobablc,  tliat  every  shaft  carried  a  Wclcliman's  hie 
oo  its  point  ;  yet,  to  have  afforded  iniporunt  relief  to 
the  cavalry,  novr  closely  and  inextricabi]'  engaged,  the 
dmgliter  onglil  to  have  bcvti  tiventy-fold  at  least.  Mean- 
time, tlie  Welch,  galled  by  this  incessant  discharge,  an- 
nrered  it  by  vollies  from  their  own  archers,  whose  mim- 
bera  made  some  amends  for  their  inferiority,  and  w1m> 
were  supimrted  by  numerous  bodies  of  darters  aud  sling- 
wa.  So  that  ilie  Norman  archers,  wiio  had  more  ihon 
once  aitem]ilcd  to  descend  from  their  ]K)Eition  to  operate 
a  diversion  in  fuvniir  of  Ilayinood  and  his  devoted  band, 
nere  iioiv  so  closely  cngn^ed  in  fmiit,  ns  ohh'gcd  ihcm 
to  aliandon  all  thoiii;lita  of  such  a  movcniciil. 

Meamvhilc,  that  chivalrous  leader,  ivtio  from  the  first 
bad  ho[>ed  for  no  more  than  an  honourable  death,  labour- 
ed with  all  his  j}OWL'r  to  render  his  fate  Eignal  liy  involv- 
ing in  it  iIkiI  of  llic  Welch  Prince,  the  author  of  the 
var.      He  rantiotisly  avoided  tlio  expenditure  of  his 

•  itrcngth  by  hewing  among  tlic  Urilish  ;  bnl,  with  (lie 
ibaek  of  his  managed  horse,  repelled  the  numbers  who 
pressed  on  him,  and  leaviu;;  the  plebeians  to  the  suords 
of  bis  companions,  shouted  Iiis  war-cry,  and  made  his 
way  lowardi  the  fatul  standard  of  Cwcnwyn,  beside 
which,  discharging  at  once  the  duties  of  a  skilful  leader 
and  a  brare  soldier,  the  Prince  ha'd  stationed  himself. 
Raymond's  experience  of  the  Welch  disposition,  subject 

'  eqiialiy  to  the  liiglicst  flood,  and  most  sudden  ebb  of 
passion,  gave  him  some  ho|)e  tliat  a  successful  attack 
liynn  this  ))oint,  followed  by  the  death  or  capture  of  the 
Prince,  and  llic  downfnil  of  hia  etandard,  miglit  even  yet 
strike  such  a  ponic,  as  sliould  change  tlie  fortunes  of  the 

-    4tKy,  otiicnvise  so  nearly  dcs)>erate.     The  veteran,  tlicre- 
fbre,  aiiiniaied  his  comrndes  to  the  charge  by  voice  %Ti& 
exjjn/j^  /  ant/,  in  spite  of  ail  ojijtosition,  (oTceA  Viw  vi»v 
g^u.nro,m^.-d.    But  Ciiaiivyw  i„  person,  B«tvo««A- 
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est  and  nolilcst  champioi 

obstiimie  as   tlie  assault  was  intrepid.     In  tsid 

Tc  borne  to  tlie  tartli  by  the  barbed  burses,  or  lie 

dotvn  bv  till!  iavulnerable  riders.     Wounded  and  a 

dirotvn,  the,  Britons  contianed  (heir  resistance,  d 

rounil  the   legs  of  llie  Norman  Meeds,  and  cumbi 

Aeir  advance  ;  wliile  their  bmihren,  thrusliug  with  fi 

arod  every  joint  and  crevice  of  tb«  plate  and  mat 

ippling  with  the  men-at-aruis,  strove  to  puti  tliom  I 

leir  horses  by  main  fnrcc,  or  beat  them  down  willi 

and  Welch  hooks.     And  woe  betide    those  wbo 

tbesc  various   tncans   dismounted,  for  tbe  long  i 

1   by  tlte  Welch  soon   pierced  them  wi 

indred  wounds,  and  were  then  only  merciful  vrhci 

It  inflicted  wa«  duHdly. 

Tl)»  coinhat  was  at  this  point,  and  had  raged  bri 

hnlf  an  hour,  wLco  Bercngor,  haviag 
ine  within  two  spears'  lengtli  of  the  British 

Gtvenwyn  were  so  near  to  each  other  aa  to 
>gc  tokens  of  mutual  dnliance. 
"  Turn  thee,  Wolf  of  Wales,"  said  Berenger,  ' 
Abide,  if  thou  dorest,  one  blow  of  a  good  knight's  sn 
Raymond  Bcrengor  spits  al  tlice  and  thy  banner." 
False   Noiman  churl  !"   suid   Gweiiwyn,  swji 
lUnd  bis  Itcad  a  mace  of  prodigious  weight,  bh 
,dy  doltered  with  blood,   "  iliy  iron  hend-piece 
protect  thy  lying  tongue,  with  which  1  will  this 
jbcd  the  ravens." 

Rayuiood  made  no  farther  answer,  but  pushed 

horse  towards  the  Prince,  who  advanced        mod 

rilh  etguid  readiness.     But  ere  tliey  cam  -n  r 

each  other's  weapons,  a  Welch  cliampu  * 

;e  the  Romans  who  opposed  (lie  vleplianls  ol 

ling  lliat  the  nrmour  of  Raymond's  horse  resib;  ' 

rpeated  tlirusls  of  liig  spear,  threw  himself  under 

iinal,  and  stabbed  him  in  tbe  belly  with  his  lon^  ki 

noble  borse  reared  and  fell,  cnisliing  withblavi 

Sfiton  who  li«d  wout\dcd  hlo^  ■»  ^  *   " 

immt  Its  clasjts  in  t\m  fiAV,  ut&  to\ 


g  withbiavi 

e  b«lu||fl 
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\i%  head,  f;iving  to  view  his  noble  features  and  gray  haira. 
He  made  more  than  one  eflbrt  to  extricate  himself  from 
the  fallen  horse,  but  ere  he  could  succeed,  received  his 
death's-wound  from  the  hand  of  Gwenwyn,  who  hesitat- 
ed not  to  strike  him  down  with  his  mace  while  in  the  act 
of  attempting  to  rise. 

During  the  whole  of  this  bloody  day,  Dennis  Moroh's 
horse  bad  kept  pace  for  pace,  and  his  arm  blow  for  blow, 
with  his  raastcr*8.     It  seemed  as  if  two  different  bodies 
had  been  moving  under  one  act  of  volition.     He  hus- 
banded his  strength,  or  put  it  forth,  exactly  as  he  observ- 
ed his  knight  did,  and  was  close  by  his  side  when  ho 
made  the  last  deadly  efibrt.     At  that  fatal  moment,  when 
Raymond  Berenger  rushed  on  tlie  chief,  the  brave  squire 
forced  his  way  up  to  the  standard,  and,  grasping  it  firmly, 
struggled  for  possession  of  it  widi  a  gigantic  Briton,  to 
vluMe  care  it  had  been  confided,  and  who  now  exerted 
liii  utmost  strength  to  defend  it.     But  even  while  engag- 
ed in  this  mortal  struggle,  the  eye  of  Morolt  scarcely 
left  bis  master ;  and  when  he  saw  him  fall,  his  own  force 
seemed  by  sympathy  to  abandon  him,  and  the  British 
champion  had  no  longer  any  trouble  in  laying  him  pros- 
trate among  the  slain. 

The  victory  of  the  British  was  now  complete.  Upon 
die  fall  of  their  leader,  the  followers  of  Raymond  Be- 
Knger  would  willingly  have  fled  or  surrendered.  But 
the  first  was  impossible,  so  closely  had  they  been  envel- 
oped ;  and  in  the  cruel  wars  maintained  by  the  Welch 
upon  their  frontiers,  quarter  to  tlie  vanquished  was  out 
of  die  question.  A  few  of  the  men-at-arms  were  lucky 
HKHigh  to  disentangle  themselves  from  the  tumult,  and, 
not  even  attempting  to  enter  the  castle,  fled  in  various 
directions,  to  carry  their  own  fears  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  marches,  by  announcing  the  loss  of  the  battle, 
and  the  fate  of  the  far-renowned  Raymond  Berenger. 
The  archers  of  the  fallen  leader,  as  they  had  never 
been  so  deeply  involved  in  the  combat,  which  had  b^eii 
chiefly  mfi'mtaJned  by  the  cavalry,  became  now,  \ii  v\\e\t 
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n»  the  sole  object  of  the  enemy's  attack.    But 
3y  saw  tlie  multitude  come  roaring  towards  them  like 
sea,  with  all  its  waves,  tliey  abandoned  the  bank  which 
ey  had  hitherto  bravely  defended,  and  began  a  regular 
itreat  to  the  castle,  in  Uie  best  order  which  they  could, 
s  the  only  remaining  means  of  securing  their  lives.    A 
ew  of  their  li^lu-fooied  enemies  attempted  to  intercept 
Jiem,  durins:  the  execution  of  this  piudcnt  manoeuvre, 
by  outstripping  them  in  their  marcli,  and  tlirowing  them- 
selves into  the  hollow  way  which  led  to  the  castle,  to  op- 
pose their  retreat.      But  the  coolness  of  the  English 
archers,  accustomed  to  extremities  of  ever}-  kind,  sup- 
ported them  on  tlie  present  occasion.      While  a  part  of 
tliem,  armed  with  glaives  and  bills,  dislodged  the  Welch 
from  the  hollow  way*  the  others,  facing  in  tlie  opposite 
direction,   and   parted  into  divisions,  which  alternately 
halted  and  retreated,  maintained  such  a  countenance  as 
to  check  pursuit,  and  exchange  a  severe  discharge  of 
missiles  with  the   Welch,  by  which  botli  parties  were 
considerable  sufferers. 

At  length,  having  left  more  than  two-thirds  of  thei/ 
brave  companions  behind,  tlie  yeomanry  attained  the  point 
which,  being  commanded  by  arrows  and  cngmcs  fror 
the  battlements,  mizht  be  considered  as  that  of  compai 
ative  safety.     A  volley  of  larL^e  stones,  and  squarc-lieai 
ed  bolts  of  great  size  and  thickiicss,  ctfectually  stopp« 
the  farther  progress  of  tlic  pursuit,  and  those  who  h 
led  it  drew  back  their  desultory   forces  to  tJie  pla 
where,  with  shouts  of  jubilee  and  exultation,  their  coi 
trymen  were  employed  in  securing  the  plunder  of 
field  ;  while   some,  ini))elleu  by  hatred   and  rever 
mangled  and  mutilated  the  limbs  of  the  dead  Norm 
in  a  manner  un\%orthy  of  their  national  cause  and  t 
own  courage.     Tiic  fearful  yells  with  wliich  thisdre; 
work  was  consuuunaled,  wiiile  it  struck  horror  into 
minds  of  llie  slender  garrison  of  the  Gnf'-   '^  ' 
inspired  them  at  the  same  time  w'l 

to  defend  the  /brtrtss  to  the  \;\vi  t     i%N ,  vwww  Vv 

init  to  die  mercy  of  so  \*ji»'iv'A\\  au  l:vv:vA^^f 


^» 


Thaiui 

The  EbtU  have  nan  Itrm  nKtiliHc  ;— 
The  ulterawM  »a1lt  were  nnnc  nud  brick  : 

Bui  Ibou^h  Ibry  won  (hem  noon  atiOB, 
Long  ere  ibey  won  the  inmot  wilh, 

For  llwy  (ran  hewn  ia  rack  of  itana. 

Pihct'i  Hilifia  k/  AtKiaU  7'wfry, 

The  unhappy  fate  of  the  hatUc  was  soon  evident  to 
ibe  anxious  spectators  iipoo  the  natcli-lowers  of  tho 
Garde  Dolourcuse,  vvliich  naino  the  castle  that  day  too 
(veil  deserved-  With  difEcuky  the  confessor  mastered 
bui  own  emotions  to  control  those  of  tlie  females  on 
whom  he  attended,  and  who  were  now  Joined  in  their 
lamentation  by  many  others — women,  chddren,  and  in- 
firm old  men,  the  relatives  of  tliosc  whom  they  saw  en- 
gaged in  tills  unavailing  contest.  These  helpless  beings 
had  been  admitted  to  the  castle  for  security's  sake,  and 
they  had  now  thronged  to  the  battlements,  from  which 
Father  Aldrovand  found  difhculty  in  making  them  de- 
scend, aware  that  the  sight  of  tlicm  on  the  towers,  that 
should  have  appeared  lined  with  armed  men,  would  be 
aa  additional  encouragement  to  the  exertions  of  tlic  as- 
sailants. He  urged  the  Lady  Eveline  to  set  sn  example 
to  this  group  of  helpless,  yet  untractable  mourners. 

Preserving,  at  least  endeavouring  to  preserve,  even  in 
the  extremity  of  grief,  that  composure  'vhich  Uie  man- 
ners of  tho  times  enjoined — for  chivalry  had  its  sloicism 
as  well  as  philosophy — Eveline  replied  with  a  voire 
which  she  would  fain  have  rendered  firm,  and  which 
was  Iremulous  in  her  des/iile — "  Yes,  tal\\ci,  ■jow  ^Vj 
ireff—Ziere  a  no  hnger  aue,ht  left  for  vr.avdcws  Ui  \»^q"^ 
upao.      Wtrlike  niecd  and  lionourcd  i\t'cA  suvi'W  ^^Ve' 
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white  plume  touched  the  bloody  ground.- 

iis,  there  is  no  longer  aught  left  us  to 

to  mass — ^the  tourney  is  over." 

ere  was  wildness  in  her  tone,  and  when  she  ros 

the  air  of  one  who  would  lead  out  a  processia 

staggered,  and  would  have  fallen  but  for  the  suppo 

.le  confessor.      Hastily  wrapping  her  head  in  hi 

itle,  as  if  ashamed  of  the  agony  of  grief  which  all 

Id  not  restrain,  and  of  which  her  sobs  and  the  loi 

aning  sounds  that  issued  from  under  the  folds  eove 

/ng  licr  face,  declared  the  excess,  she  suffered  Fath^ 

drovand  to  conduct  her  whither  he  would. 

**  Our  gold,"  he  said,  **  has  changed  to  brass,  oi 

Iver  to  dross,  our  wisdom  to  folly it  is  His  will,  wh 

onfounds  the  councils  of  the  wise,  and  shortens  th 
irm  of  the  mighty.      To  the  chapel — to  the  chape 
Lady  Eveline,  and  instead  of  vain  repining,  let  us  prt 
to  God  and  the  saints  to  turn  away  their  displeasure,  w 
to  save  the  feeble  remnant  from  tlie  jaws  of  the  devof 
ing  wolf." 

Thus  speaking,  he  half  led,  half  supported  EveV 
who  was  at  die  moment  almost  incapable  of  thought 
action,  to  the  castle-chapel,  where,  sinking  before 
altar,  she  assumed  the  attitude  at  least  of  devo 
though  her  thoughts,  despite  the  pious  words  whicf 
tongue  faltered  out  mechanically,  were  upon  the  fif 
battle,  beside  the  body  of  her  slau<!;l)tered  parent, 
rest  of  the  mourners  imitated  their  young  lady 
devotional  posture,  and  in  the  absen<5e  of  her  the 
The  consciousness  that  so  many  of  the  garrison  hr 
cut  off  in   Raymond's  incautious  sally,  added 
sorrows  the  sense  of  personal  insecurity,  whf 
exaggerated  by  the  cruelties  which  were  too  oA^ 
cised  by  the  enemy,  who,  in  the  heat  of  victo 
accustomed  to  spare  neither  sex  nor  age. 

The  monk,  however,  assumed  among  them  tb 
MUthority  which  his  character  warranted,  rebu 
availing  and  ine/Iectual  complamu,  ^ud  \\av 
'    "•<'/it  ihein  to  such  a  slave  ot  vw 


bdcime  their  conclitian,  he  left  them  to  their  private  dc- 
Totions,  to  indulge  his  own  an^cions  curiosity  by  in(]uiring 
into  (he  defences  of  ihe  castle.  Upon  the  outward  walLi 
be  found  Wilkin  Plammock,  nho,  having  done  the  office 
of  s  good  and  skilful  captain  in  the  mode  of  managing 
lus  BFlilleiy,  and  beaten  back,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy,  was  now  with  his  own 
hmd  measuring  oat  to  his  little  garrison  no  stinted  allotv- 
■nce  of  wine. 

"  Have  a  care,  good  Wilkin,"  said  the  father,  "  that 
tboD  dost  not  exceed  in  this  mauer.  Wine  is,  thou 
knowest,  Uke  fire  and  water,  an  excellent  servant,  but  a 
Tery  bad  master." 

"  It  will  be  hing  ere  it  overflow  the  deep  and  solid 
skulls  of  my  countrymen,"  said  Wilkin  Flammock. 
•*  Our  Flemish  courage  is  like  our  Flanders  horses — the 
one  needs  the  spur,  and  the  other  must  hacc  a  taste  of 
the  ivine-pol ;  but,  crodit  me,  father,  they  are  of  an 
eodiiring  generation,  and  will  not  shrink  in  the  washing. 
—But  indued,  if  1  were  to  give  the  knaves  a  cup  more 
than  enough,  it  were  not  altogc  tlier  amiss,  since  they  are 
Ekfl  to  have  a  platter  the  less." 

"  How  do  you  mean  .''"  tried  the  monk,  starling ;  *'  I 
trust  in  the  saints  the  provisions  have  been  cared  ibr  ?" 

"  Not  so  wpll  as  in  your  convent,  good  fatlicr,"  replied 
Wilkin,  with  t)ie  same  immovable  stolidity  of  counte- 
nance. "  We  had  kept,  as  you  know,  too  jolly  a  Christ- 
mas to  have  a  very  fat  Easter.  Yon  Welch  hounds, 
who  helped  to  eat  up  our  victuals,  are  now  like  to  get 
into  our  hold  for  the  lack  of  them." 

•<  Tliou  talkest  mere  folly,"  answered  the  monk ; 
"  orders  were  last  evening  given  by  our  lord,  (whose 
■oul  God  assoilzie  .')  to  fetch  in  the  necessary  supplies 
froni  the  country  around." 

*  Ay,  but  the  Welch  were  too  sharp  set  to  permit  lis 
to  do  that  at  our  case  this  morning,  which  Bl\ou\d  V\%\q> 
been  done  weeks  and  monlbs  since.     Our  \oid  dccc&v^^ 
^  decBMsad  he  be,  was  one  of  those  w\\o  ImsXc'Wo'^v 
«jjw  of  tbv  sword,  and  even  so  hatli  (x>mc  ot  rt-     Crt« 
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m(in(!  itip  to  a  rross-bow  nnd  a  wcll-viftu ailed  caslle,  iH 
tntrn  na;>d3  fight  at  all — You  look  pale,  tuy  good  fatliQ 
Rciipftf  wino  wfill  revive  yon."  i 

The  monk  motioned  away  from  him  the  untasted  euj 
tvtiich  Wilkin  pressed  liitn  to  with  rtownisli  civititi 
"  We  have  now,  indeed,"  he  said,  "  no  refuge,  save  I 
prayPT." 

"  Most  true,  ^ood  rattier,**  again  replied  tlie  tmpssffiU 
Fleming;  "pray  therefore  aa  much  as  you  will. 
Oonient  myself  with  fasting,  which  wiU  come  whctlier 
will  or  no." — At  this  moment  a  horn  was  heard  \io(o 
tlie  gate. — "  Look  to  tlie  portcotlis  and  the  gate,  i 
knavcB  ! — What  news,  Neil  Hansen  ?" 
♦  "  A  messenger  from  the  Welch  tarries  at  the  Mil! 
htll,  just  within  shot  of  the  cross-bows;  he  has  awiii 
flag,  and  demands  admittance." 

'*  Admit  him  not,  upon  thy  life,  till  we  bp  prepared  ft 
him,"  said  Wilkio.  "  It^nd  tho  bomiie  mangooel  up< 
die  place,  and  shoot  him  if  he  dare  to  stir  from  tlie  sp 
where  ho  stnnds  till  wc  get  ail  prepared  to  receive  himj 
said  Flammock,  in  his  native  language.  "  And,  Ncl 
ihou  huundsfooi,  bestir  tfiyscll* — let  every  pike,  ]&nc4 
and  pole  ill  the  easdo  be  ranged  along  the  batilt-mentt 
and  pointed  through  the  shot-holes — cut  up  some  lapd 
try  into  the  shape  of  bajiners,  and  show  theni  from  ill 
lii;;hcsl  towers. — Qe  ready,  when  1  give  n  signal,  i 
strike  tinker,*  and  blow  trumpets,  if  we  have  any  g-j 
not,  some  cow-horns — any  thing  for  a  noise.  And,  haij 
yc,  Neil  Ilnasen,  do  you,  and  four  or  live  of  your  i! 
lows,  go  lo  the  armoury  and  slip  on  costs-of-mai)  ;  o 
Netherlandish  eorslels  do  not  appal  ihcm  so  tnucb 
Tlieii  let  the  Welch  thief  be  blindfolded  and  brougtnll 
nmongsi  us — Do  you  hold  np  your  heads  and  keep  t" 
leuce — leave  me  to  deal  with  him — only  have  a  BSii 
tliere  he  no  Engliiih  among  us." 

*t*)ie  monk,  who  in  his  travels-had  acquired  some  elig 
JuK/wiedgc  of  tile  Flemish  language,  had  well  nigh  Start 
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ed  when  he  heard  the  last  article  id  Wilkin's  instructions 
to  his  country  man,. but  commanded  himself,  although  a 
Knle  surprised,  both  at  this  suspicious  circumstance,  and 
It  the  readiness  and  dexterity  with  which  the  rough-hewn 
Fleming  seemed  to  adapt  his  preparations  lo  the  rules 
of  war  and  of  sound  policy. 

Wilkin,  on  his  part,  was  not  very  certain  whether  the 
monk  had  not  heard  and  understood  more  of  what  he 
nid  to  his  countryman  than  what  he  had  intended.  As 
if  to  luU  asleep  any  suspicion  which  Father  Aldrovand 
might  entertain,  he  repeated  to  him  in  English  most  of 
the  directions  which  he  had  given,  adding,  ^*  Well,  good 
iitther,  what  think  you  of  it  ?" 

**  Excellent  well,"  answered  the  father,  "  and  done 
IS  you  had  practised  war  from  the  cradle,  instead  of 
weaving  broadcloth." 

*'  Nay,  spare  not  your  jibes,  father,"  answered  Wilkin. 
*-^'  I  know  full  well  that  you  English  think  that  Flemings 
have  nought  in  their  brain-pan  but  sodden  beef  and  cab- 
bage ;  yet  you  see  there  goes  wisdom  to  weaving  of  webs.*^ 
'*  Right,  Master  Wilkin  Flammock,"  answered  tho 
father  ;  *'  but,  good  Fleming,  wilt  thou  tell  me  what  an- 
iwer  thou  wilt  make  to  the  Welch  Prince's  summons  ?" 
''Reverend  father,  first  tell  me  what  the  summons 
irill  be,"  replied  the  Fleming. 

''To  surrender  this  castle  upon  the  instant,"  an- 
swered the  monk;     "  What  will  be  your  reply  ?" 

"  My  answer  will  be — Nay,  unless  upon  good  com- 
position." 

"  How,  Sir  Fleming  !  dare  you  mention  composi- 
tion and  the  castle  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  in  one  sen- 
tence ?"  exclaimed  the  monk. 

"  Not  if  I  may  do  better,"  answered  the  Fleming. 
"  But  would  your  reverence  have  me  dally  until  tho 
question  amongst  the  garrison  be,  whether  a  plump 
priest  or  a  fat  Fleming  will  be  the  better  flesh  to  furnisli 
their  shambles  .^" 

*' Pshaw/Wepli'ed  Fnther  Aldrovand,  **l\\ou  c;v\\«X 
Moi  mean  such  folly.    Relief  must  arrive  wixVun  Vwe^iA^ 
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four  hours  at  farthesL  Raymond  Berenger  ezpeeted  it 
for  certain  within  luch  a  space." 

"  Kaymand  Berenger  hatli  been  deceiTcd  this  inom« 
ing  in  more  maltcrs  than  one,"  answered  the  Fleming* 

"  Hark  diee,  Flanderkin,"  answered  the  monk,  wImm 
rcireat  from  the  world  had  not  altogether  quenched  him 
mihtary  habits  and  propensities,  "  I  counsel  thee  to  deal 
uprightly  in  tliis  matter,  as  tliou  dost  regard  thine  owM 
lifo ;  for  here  are  as  many  English  left  aUvo,  imlwhb* 
standing  ihe  slaughter  of  the  day,  as  may  well  sulEca  to 
fling  tho  Flemish  bull-frogs  into,  the  castle-ditch,  should 
they  hare  cause  to  think  ibou  meanest  falsely,  in  the 
keeping  of  tliis  casile,  and  Uie  defence  of  the  Lady 
Eveline." 

"  Ijct  not  your  reverence  be  moved  witli  uimccosmrji 
and  idle  funrs,"  rrpticd  Wiikiii  Flam:nock — "  I  «n 
CQstullane  in  this  house,  by  command  of  its  lord,  and  wh*C 
1  hold  for  d)c  advantage  of  mine  servicu,  that  ivill  I  do.* 

"  But  I,"  sai<l  tlie  angry  monk,  "  I  sm  the  servant  fif 
the  Pope — the  chaplain  of  tliis  castle,  witli  power  to 
bind  and  to  unloose.  1  Tear  me  ihou  art  no  true  Cliri»* 
tian,  Wilkin  Flummock,  but  dost  lean  to  the  heresy  of 
the  mountaineers.  Thou  hast  refused  to  lake  the  blessed 
cross — ihon  hast  breakfasted  and  drunk  both  ale  and 
wine,  ere  tbnu  linst  lic-ard  mass.  Thau  art  not  to  ba 
trusted,  man,  and  I  will  not  trust  thee — 1  demand  to  ba 
present  at  the  conference  betwixt  thee  and  the  Welrb- 
man." 

"  It  may  not  be,  f-ood  father,"  said  Wilkin,  with  iba 
same  smiling,  lieavy  counlenaiiee,.  which  he  maintained 
on  all  occasions  of  life,  however  urgent.  '*  It  is  true,  u 
tliou  saycst,  good  father,  that  1  have  mine  own  reasom 
for  not  marching  quite  so  far  as  the  gates  of  Jericho  at 
present ;  and  lucky  1  have  such  reasona,  since  I  had  not 
else  been  here  to  defend  the  gate  of  the  Garde  Dolour* 
euse.  it  is  also  true  that  I  may  have  been  sometimet 
obliged  to  visit  my  mills  earlier  than  thecha|]lain  was  called 
bf  bis  zeal  to  the  altar,  and  th^Vm^f  B\oTO%cVt  Wx^u  «uk 
working  tiro  I  break  ni;  lasl.     UuV  tot  \.Vvb,  Vu>\«(  A^i^ 
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mulct  even  to  your  worshipful  reTeretice,  and 
ks  since  you  are  pleased  to  remember  the  con- 

ao  exactly,  you  sliould  not  forget  the  penance 
I  absolution." 

monk,  in  alluding  to  the  secrets  of  the  confes- 
had  gone  a  step  beyond  what  the  rules  of  his 
lod  of  the  church  permitted^  He  was  baffled  by 
sming's  reply,  and,  Gnding  him  unmoved  by  the 
of  heresy,  he  could  only  answer,  in  some  confu- 

You  refuse,  then,  to  admit  me  to  your  conference 
e  Welchman  ?" 

n^ercnd  father,"  said  Wilkin,  "  it  altogether  re- 
fa  secular  matters.  If  aught  of  religious  tenor 
intervene,  you  shall  be  summoned  without  delay." 
riU  be  there  in  spite  of  diee,  thou  Flemish  ox," 
;d  the  monk  to  himself,  but  in  a  tone  net  to  be 
by  tlic  bystanders  ;  and  so  speaking,  he  left  the 
lents. 

Jn  Flammock,  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  having 
en  that  all  was  arranged  on  the  battlement,  so  as 
I  an  imposing  idea  of  a  strength  which  did  not 
descended  to  a  small  guard-room,  betwixt  the 
nd  inner  gate,  where  he  was  attended  by  halAi- 
of  his  own  people,  disguised  in  the  Norman 
'  which  diey  had  found  in  the  armoury  of  the 
—their  strong,  tall,  and  bulky  forms,  and  motion- 
itures,  causing  them  to  look  radicr  like  trophies  of 
ast  age,  than  living  and  existing  soldiers.  Sur- 
d  by  these  huge  and  inanimate  figures,  in  a  little 
.  room  which  almost  excluded  day-light,  Flam- 
eceived  ilie  Welch  envoy,  who  was  led  in  blind- 
betwixt  two  Flemings,  yet  not  so  carefully  watch- 
that  they  permitted  him  to  have  a  glimpse  of  the 
itions  on  die  battlements,  which  had,  in  fact,  been 
;hiefly  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  on  him.  For 
ne  purpose  an  occasional  clatter  of  arms  was 
vitbout ;  voices  were  iieard,  as  if  ofiiceTS  vi^t« 
heir  rounds;  and  other  sounds  of  active  we^w^.- 
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tinn  seemed  to  announce  dmt  a  numerous  and  regfiu 
garrison  was  preparing  to  receive  an  attack.  •• 

When  the  bandage  was  removed  from  Jorworth's  cj«Sf 
— for  the  same  individuul  wlio  had  formerly  iKOUght 
Gvvcnwvii's  offer  of  alliance,  now  bare  his  sununoos  of 
surrender, — he  looked  haughtily  around  kimi  and  de- 
mnnded  to  whom  he  was  to  deliver  the  commands  of  Us 
master,  the  Gwenwyn,  son  of  Cyvelioc,  Prince  of  Powjs. 

''  His  liighness,''  answered  Flanimock,  with  his  usual 
smiling  indiiFerence  of  manner,  *'  nuist  be  contented  to 
treat  with  Wilkin  Flainniock  of  the  Fulling-mills,  depm- 
ed  governor  of  the  Garde  Doloureusc." 

^'  Thou  deputed  governor  !"  exclaimed  Jonrortb ; 
'*  thou  ! — a  low-country  weaver  ! — it  is  impossilda. 
Low  as  they  are,  the  English  Crogan^cannot  have  sunk 
to  a  point  so  tow,  as  to  be  commanded  by  thee  ! — ^These 
men  seem  English,  to  them  I  will  deliver  my  message.** 

"  You  may  if  you  will,"  replied  Wilkin,  "  but  if  tboj 
return  you  any  answer  save  by  signs,  you  shall  caH  ma 
#cAc//«." 

''  Is  this  true  ?"  said  the  Welch  envoy,  looking 
towards  the  men-at-arms,  as  they  seemed,  by  wboai 
Iiaminock  was  attended  ;  '^  are  you  really  come  to  lUs 
pass  f  I  thou2;ht  that  the  mere  having  been  bom  on 
British  earth,  though  the  children  of  spoilers  and  in- 
vaders, had  inspii'od  you  with  too  much  pride  to  brook 
the  yoke  of  a  base  mechanic.  Or,  if  you  are  not  coura- 
geous, should  you  not  be  cautious  ? — Well  speaks  the 
proverb,  Woo  to  him  that  will  trust  a  stranger ! — SciM 
mule — still  silent  ? — answer  me  by  word  or  sig^n— Do 
you  really  cull  and  acknowledge  him  as  your  leader  ?** 

The  men  in  armour  with  one  accord  nodded  their 
casquc?s  in  reply  to  Jorworth's  question,  and  then  remain- 
ed motionless  as  before. 

The  Wclf'hman,  with  the  acute  genius  of  his  countyi 

suspected  th.ere  was  something  in  this  which  be  coqid 

not  entirely  comprehend,  hut,  preparing  himself  to  be 

upon  his  guard,  he  proceeded  as  fo\\Qws\  *^  ^K^Vlaail 

iJiaj',  I  care  not  who  hears  the  me^a^Q  ol  «i^  ws««m^ 
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lifice  it  brings  pardon  and  mercy  to  the  inliabifnnls  of 
this  Castell  an  Carrtg,*  which  you  h^ive  called  tlic  Uaido 
Doloureiisc,  to  cover  the  iisiirpaiinii  of  die  terrhory  !>y 
tlie  change  of  the  name.  Upon  siirrundcr  of  the  same 
lo  the  Prince  of  Powj-s,  with  its  depend  cue  ics,  and  nilh 
the  anns  which  it  conlains,  and  with  tlic  inaulcn  EveUnc 
Berengcr,  all  wiihin  die  cusllc  shall  depart  unmolested, 
ind  have  safe-conduct  wheresoever  they  will;  to  go  be- 
yond llie  marches  of  llie  Cymry." 

"  And  how,  if  we  nJicy  not  this  summons  ?"  said  the 
imperturbable  Wilkin  Fhimniock. 

"  Then  shall  yoiir  portion  be  with  Raymond  Berengcr, 
your  late  leader,"  replied  Jorwonh,  his  fjQS,  while  he 
was  speaking,  glancing  with  the  vindictive  ferocity  which 
dictated  his  answer.  "  So  many  strangers  as  be  here 
amongst  ye,  so  many  hodii^s  to  the  ravens,  so  many 
beads  to  the  gibbet ! — li  is  l<mg  since  ihc  kites  have  had 
such  a  banquet  of  hirdane  Flemings  and  false  Saxons." 

"  Friend  Jorwortli,"  said  Wilkin,  "  if  such  be  ihy  on- 
ly message,  bear  mine  answer  back  lo  ihy  master.  That 
wise  men  trust  not  to  the  words  of  others  that  safely, 
which  they  can  scenic  by  their  own  deeds.  W'c  have 
walls  high  and  strong  enough,  deep  moats,  and  plenty  of 
munition,  botii  long-bow  and  arblust.  Wc  will  keep  ilic 
casdc,  trusting  the  castle  will  keep  us,  till  God  shall  send 
m  succour." 

"  Do  not  peril  your  lives  on  snch  an  issue,"  said  the 
Welch  emissary,  changing  his  language  to  the  Flemish, 
which,  from  occasional  coninuinicalion  with  those  of  that 
nadon  in  Pembrokeshire,  he  spoke  fluently,  and  which 
lie  now  adopted,  as  if  to  conceal  the  purport  of  his  dis- 
course from  Uie  supposed  English  in  the  apartment. 
"HarkUiee  hither,"  he  proceeded,  "good  Fleming; 
knowcsl  thou  not  that  lie  in  whom  is  your  trust,  the  Con- 
ttable  De  Lacy,  had)  hound  himself  by  his  vow  to  en- 
^e  in  no  quarrel  till  he  crosses  tlie  sea,  and  caimat 
come  to  your  aid  without  j^erjiiry  ?     lie  ntid  \kc  ovVu^ 

•  Outfe  of  tbe  Craig. 
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Ijords  JVIarchers  have  drawn  their  forces  far  northward 
to  join  the  host  of  Crusaders.  What  wiU  it  avail  j«Hi  to 
put  us  to  tlic  toil  and  trouble  of  a  long  siege,  when  you 
can  hope  no  rescue  f " 

"  And  what  will  it  avail  me  more,"  said  Wilkin,  an- 
swering in  liis  native  language,  and  looking  at  the  Welch- 
man  fixedly,  yet  with  a  countenance  from  which  all  ex- 
pression seemed  studiously  banislied,  and  which  cxliibic- 
ed,  upon  features  otherwise  tolerable,  a  remarkable 
compound  of  dulness  and  simplicity,  **  what  will  it  avail 
me  whctlicr  your  trouble  be  great  or  small  ?" 

'^  Come,  friend  Flammock,"  said  the  Welchman, 
"  frame  not  thyself  more  unapprehensive  than  nature 
hath  formed  thee.  The  glen  is  dark,  but  a  sunbeam 
can  light  llie  side  of  it.  Thy  utmost  effi}rts  cannot  pre- 
vent the  full  of  this  castle  ;  but  thou  mayst  hasten  it,  and 
die  doing  so  shall  avail  thee  much."  Thus  speaking,  he 
drew  close  up  to  Wilkin,  and  sunk  his  voice  to  .an  insin- 
uating whisper,  as  he  said,  *'  Never  did  the  witlidrawing 
of  a  bar,  or  the  raising  of  a  portcullis,  bring  sucli  vantage 
to  Fleming  as  they  may  to  thee,  if  tliou  wilt." 

^^  I  only  know,"  said  Wilkin,  ^*  that  the  drawing  the 
one,  and  tltc  dropping  tltc  other,  have  cost  me  my  whole 
worldly  substance." 

"  Fleming,  it  shall  be  compensated  to  thee  with  on 
overflowing  measure.  The  liberality  of  Gwenwyn  is 
aa  the  summer  rain." 

^^  My  whole  mills  and  buildings  have  been  tliis  mom«> 
ing  burnt  to  the  earth " 

^^  Thou  shalt  have  a  thousand  marks  of  silver,  man, 
in  tlie  place  of  thy  goods,"  said  the  Welchman  ;  but 
the  Fleming  continued,  without  seeming  to  hear  him,  t^ 
number  up  his  losses. 

"  My  lands  are  forayed,  twenty  kine  driven  off,  and — ^ 

'*  Threescore  shall  replace  them,"  interrupted  Jor- 
worth,  ^^  chosen  from  the  most  bright-skinned  of  the 
spoil." 

^^IJut  my  d^ighter — but  die  \aAy  ¥i^eVw\ft" — «aid  the 
fleming,  with   some   slight  chaxig|&  m  \u^  TStfurtf^^oonA 


vmce,  wli!ch  seemed  to  express  doubt  and  petplexit}" — 
"  Tftju  are  cruel  conquerors,  nnd— " 

"  To  those  who  riisist  us  we  are  fearful,"  said  Jor- 
wortb,  "  but  not  to  such  as  shall  deserve  clemency  by 
surrender,  tiwenwyn  will  forget  the  contumelies  of 
Raymond,  and  raise  his  daughter  to  high  honour  among 
the  daughters  of  the  Cymry.  For  thine  own  child,  form 
bat  a  wish  for  faer  advantage,  and  it  shaU  be  fulfilled  to 
tbc  uttermost.  Now,  Fleming,  we  understand  each  otber." 
"  1  understand  thee,  at  least,"  said  Flammock. 
*'  And  I  thee,  I  trust  ?"  said  Jorwortli,  bending  his  keen, 
wild  blue  eye  on  the  stolid  and  unexpressive  lace  of  the 
Netherlander,  like  an  eager  student  who  seeks  to  discover 
•onie  bidden  and  mysterious  meaning  in  a  passage  of  a 
classic  author,  the  direct  import  of  which  seems  trite  and 
trivial. 

"  You  believe  that  you  understand  me,"  said  Wilkin ; 
"  but  here  lies  tlie  difficulty, — wliich  of  us  shall  trust 
the  other  ?" 

**  Dorest  thou  ask  i"  answered  Jorwonh.  "  Is  it  for 
tbee,  or  such^s  thee,  to  express  doubt  of  the  purposes 
of  the  Prince  of  Powys?" 

"  I  know  them  not,  good  Jomorth,  but  through  ihee  j 

and  well  I  wot  thou  art  not  one  who  will  let  thy  traffic 

miscarry  for  want  of  aid  from  die  breath  of  thy  mouth." 

"  As  I  am  a  Christian  man,"  said  Jorwonh,  hurrying 

asseveration  on  asseveration — "  by  the  soul  of  my  father 

— by  the  faith  of  my  motlier — by  the  black  rood  of " 

"  Stop,  good  Jorworlh — thou  heapcst  iliine  oalhs  loo 
thickly  on  each  other,  for  me  to  value  ibcm  to  tlic  right 
estimate,"  said   Flammock  ;  "  that  wliicli  is  so  lightly 
pledged,  is  sometime:,  not   thought  worth  redeeming. 
Some  part  of  the  promised  guerdon  in  band  the  whilst, 
were  worth  an  hundred  oaths." 
"  Thou  suspicious  churl,  darest  thou  doubt  iny  word  ?" 
**  No — by  no  means,"  answered  Wilkin  ;   "  ne'crthe- 
less  I  will  believe  thy  deed  more  readUy." 
I       "To   tlie  point,  Fleming,"    said    JotwoTtltv — ^*'' ■wV* 
•^woitldst  Uiou  hive  of  me  ?" 
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"  Let  me  have  some  present  sight  of  the  money  dioa 
didst  promise,  and  I  will  tliink  oT  tlie  rest  of  thy  pro- 
posal." 

*^  Base  silver-broker !''  answered  Jorworth,  '^  think* 
est  thou  tlie  Prince  of  Powys  has  as  many  money4wgs, 
as  tlie  merchants  of  thy  land  of  sale  and  barter  ?  He 
gathers  treasures  by  his  conquests,  as  the  water-spout 
sucks  up  water  by  its  strength ;  but  it  is  to  disperse  them 
among  his  followers,  as  the  cloudy  column  rcstcrcs  its 
contents  to  earth  and  ocean.  The  silver  that  I  promise 
thee  has  yet  to  be  gathered  out  of  the  Saxon  chests — 
nay,  the  casket  of  Bercnger  himself  must  be  ransacked 
to  make  up  the  tale." 

"  Mcthinlis  I  could  do  that  myself,  (having  full  power  in 
the  castle,)  and  so  save  you  a  labour,"  said  the  Fleming. 

"  Triie,"  answered  Jorworth,  "  but  it  would  be  at 
tlie  expense  of  a  cord  and  a  noose,  whether  the  Welch 
took  the  place  or  the  Normans  relieved  it — the  one 
would  expect  their  booty  entire — the  other  their  coun- 
tiynian^s  treasures  to  be  delivered  undiminished." 

"  I  may  not  gainsay  that,"  said  the  Fleming.     "  Well, 

s^y  I  were  content  to  trust  you  thus  far,  why  not  return 

my  cattle,  which  are  in  your  own  hands,  and  at  your 

disposal }     If  you  do  not  pleasure  me  in  something  be- 

■  forehand,  what  can  I  expect  of  you  afterwards  ?" 

"  I  would  pleasure  you  in  a  greater  matter,"  an- 
swered the  equally  suspicious  Welchman.  "  But  what 
would  it  avail  thee  to  have  thy  cattle  within  the  fortress? 
They  can  be  better  cared  for  on  the  plain  beneath." 

"  In  faith,"  replied  the  Fleming,  "  thou  sayest  truth 
— they  will  be  but  a  trouble  to  us  here,  where  we  have 
so  many  already  provided  for  the  use  of  the  garrison. — 
And  yet,  when  I  consider  it  more  closely,  we  have 
enough  of  forage  to  maintain  all  we  have,  and  more. 
Now,  my  rattle  are  of  a  peculiar  stock,  brought  from  the 
rich  pastures  of  Flanders,  and  I  desire  to  have  them 
restored  ere  your  axes  and  Welch  hooks  be  busy  with 
tAe/r  hides. " 
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^*  You  skall  liavo  them  this  night,  hide  and  liorn,'^  said 
Jorworth  ;  **  it  is  but  a  small  earnest  of  a  great  boon. 

"  Thanks  to  your  .munificence,"  said  the  Fleming  ; 
'^  I  am  a  simple-minded  man,  and  bound  my  wishes  to 
the  recovery  of  my  own  property." 

"  Thou  wilt  be  ready,  then,  to  deliver  die  castle  ?" 
nid  Jorworth. 

•*  Of  that  we  will  talk  farther  to-morrow,"  said  Wilkin 
Flammock  ;  *^  if  these  English  and  Normans  should 
suspect  such  a  purpose,  we  should  have  wild  work — they 
must  be  fully  dispersed  ere  I  can  hold  farther  communi- 
cation on  the  subject.  .  Meanwhile,  I  pray  thee,  depart 
suddenly,  and  as  if  offended  With  the  tenor  of  our  dis- 


course." 


"  Yet  would  I  fain  know  sometliing  more  fixed  and 
absolute,"  said  Jorworth. 

"  Impossible — ^impossible,"  said  the  Fleming  ;  "  see 
JDU  not  yonder  tall  fellow  begins  already  to  handle  his 
dagger— --Go  hence  in  haste,  and  angrily — and  forget  not 
the  cattle." 

**  I  will  not  forget  them,"  said  Jorworth  ;  "  but  if 
thou  keep  not  faith  with  us " 

So  speaking,  he  left  the  apartment  with  a  gesture  of 
menace,  partly  really  directed  to  Wilkin  himself,  partly 
assumed  in  consequence  of  his  advice.  Flanmiock  re- 
plied in  English,  as  if  that  all  around  might  understand 
what  he  said, 

**  Do  thy  worst,  Sir  Welchman  !  I  am  a  true  man  ; 
I  defy  the  proposals  of  rendition,  and  will  hold  out  this 
casde  to  thy  shame  and  thy  master's  ! — Here — let  him 
be  blindfolded  once  more,  and  returned  in  safety  to  his 
attendants  without  ;  the  next  Welchman  who  appears 
before  the  gate  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  shall  be  more 
sharply  received." 

The  Welchman  was  blindfolded  and  withdrawn,  when, 
Is  Wilkin  Flammock  himself  left  the  g^d-room,  owe  ol 
the  seeming men-at-aiins  who  had  belli  preseuVvitvVvva 
mtenriew,  said  in  his  ear  in  English,    "  Thou  an  w  ^aV'ie 
war,  fJwnwack,  and  sbalt  die  a  traitor's  cW\\iV^ 
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Startled  ot  tliis,  the  Fleming  would  have  qucstkuied 
the  man  farther,  but  he  had  disappeared  so  soon  as  the 
words  were  uttered.  Flammock  was  disconcerted  by 
this  circumstance,  which  showed  him  that  his  interview 
with  Jorwortli  had  been  observed,  and  its  purpose  known 
or  conjectured,  by  some  one  who  was  a  stranger  to  his 
confidence,  and  might  thwart  his  intentions;  and  be 
quickly  after  learned  tliat  tliis  was  the  case. 


;:  CHAPTER  VL 

Bletied  Marjr,  mother  dear. 
To  •  maiden  bend  thine  ear  3 
Virgin,  uodefiled.  to  thee 
A  wretched  vii^n  bendi  the  knee. 

lifmM  to  the 

The  daughter  of  the  slaughtered  Raymond  had  de> 
scended  from  the  elevated  station  whence  she  had  beheld 
tlie  field  of  battle,  in  the  agony  of  grief  natural  to  a  child 
whose  eyes  have  beheld  the  death  of  an  honoured  and 
beloved  fatlicr.  But  her  station,  and  the  principles  of 
chivalry  in  which  she  had  been  trained  up,  did  not  pei^ 
mit  any  prolonged  or  needless  indulgence  of  inactive 
sorrow.  In  raising  tlie  young  and  beautiful  of  the  female 
sex  to  the  rank  of  princesses,  or  rather  goddesses,  the 
spirit  of  tliat  singular  system  exacted  from  them,  in  ie« 
quital,  a  tone  of  character,  and  a  line  of  conduct,  sune* 
rior  and  something  contradictory  to  tliat  of  natural  or 
merely  human  feeling.  Its  heroines  frequently  resem- 
bled portraits  shown  by  nn  artificial  light — ^strong  and 
luminous,  and  which  })laccd  in  high  relief  the  objects  on 
whicli  it  was  turned  ;  but  having  still  something  of 
adventitious  splendour,  which,  compared  with  that  of  the 
natural  day,  seemed  glaring  and  exaggerated. 

It  was  not  permitted  to  the  orphan  of  the  Garde  Do- 

Joureuse,  the  dawhter  of  a  line  of  heroes,  whc^stea 

was  to  be  found TU  the  mcc  o(  TVxox^  Bildec^  Odflr,  and 

other  deified   warriors  of  l\\e  "NotvYv,  vsYwaaa  X^nwoft:)  ^m 

iJw  tliemc  of  a  hundred  mmaVTe\a,«itvAVk«  ^>]^^^V^r 

f"e  star  of  half  tlie  cluva\ry  ot  \iie  ^'W®»aTO»w3B«^ 
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Wales,  to  mourn  her  sire  witli  the  incfTectual  trars  of  n 
Tillage  maiden.  Yo<ing  as  she  was,  oihI  horrible  ns  wan 
the  incident  wliirb  she  had  but  thai  instant  witnessed,  it 
was  not  altogctlier  so  appalling  to  her  as  to  a  maiden 
whose  eye  had  not  been  acctistonicd  to  the  roiigl),  and 
often  fatal  sports  of  chivalry,  and  whose  residence  had 
not  been  among  scenes  and  men  where  war  and  dcatll 
had  been  the  unceasing  theme  of  every  tongue,  whoso 
imagination  had  not  been  familiarized  witli  wild  and 
bioody  events,  or,  finally,  who  had  not  been  trained  up 
to  consider  an  honourable  "  deatli  under  shield,"  as  that 
of  a  field  of  battle  was  termed,  as  a  more  dcsirnbic  -^ 
termination  to  tlie  life  of  a  warrior,  than  that  thigering 
and  Uiilionoured  fate  which  comes  slowly  on,  to  con- 
cUide  the  listless  and  helpless  inactivity  of  prolon«^ed  old 
age.  Eveline,  while  slie  wept  for  ln.-r  fatlier,  felt  her 
bosom  glow  when  she  reeollecled  that  he  died  in  the 
Uaze  of  his  fame,  and  amidst  heaps  of  his  slaughtered 
enemies ;  and  when  site  thought  of  the  exigencies  of  her 
OWD  situation,  it  was  with  tlic  determination  to  defend 
her  own  liberty,  and  to  avenge  her  father's  death,  by 
every  means  which  Heaven  had  left  within  her  power. 
lie  aids  of  religion  were  not  forgotten  ;  and  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  times,  and  the  doctrines  of  tlic  Ko- 
man  church,  she  endeavoured  to  propitiate  the  favour  of 
Heaven  by  vows  as  well  as  prayers.  In  a  small  crypt, 
or  ot^Kvy,  adjoining  to  the  chapel,  was  hung  over  an 
\  iltar-piece,  on  which  a  lamp  constantly  burned,  a  small 
.  picture  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  revered  os  a  household  and 
I  peculiar  deity  by  the  family  of  Berenger,  one  of  whoso 
incestors  had  brouglit  it  from  (he  Holy  Land,  whither 
ht  had  gone  upon  pilgrimage.  It  was  of  the  period  of 
the  Lower  Empire,  a  Grecian  painting,  not  unlike  thoso 
which  in  Catholic  countries  are  often  imputed  to  tho 
Evangelist  Luke.  Tlie  crypt  in  which  it  was  placed  was 
accounted  a  shrine  of  uncommon  sanctity — nay,  supposed 
to  hHw  displayed  miratulous/rawcrs  ;  and  ilvcVtnc,\i'^'  v\\o 
i^^^tad  of  Bowers  which  she  oficied  be  Cote  xhe  yi™^* 
f  M^MPdb/ die  cofatani  prayers  vi'A\i  which  \.\\e)'  vicWMl 
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companicd,  had  constituted  herself  the  peoiiliar  votaress 
of  Our  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  for  so  the  picture 
was  named. 

Now,  apart  from  others,  alone,  and  in  secrecy,  sinkiig 
in  the  extremity  of  her  sorrow  hefore  the  shrine  of  her 
patroness,  she  besought  the  protection  of  kindred  purity 
for  the  defence  of  her  freedom  and  honour,  and  invoked 
vengeance  on  tlie  wild  and  treacherous  chieftain  who  had 
slain  her  father,  and  was  now  beleaguering  her  place  of 
strengtli.  Not  only  did  she  vow  a  large  donative  in  lands 
to  the  shrine  of  the  protectress  whose  aid  she  implored  ; 
but  the  oath  passed  her  lips,  (even  though  they  faltered, 
and  though  something  within  her  remonstrated  against  tlie 
vow,)  that  whatsoever  favoured  knight  Our  Ijady  of  the 
Garde  Doloureuse  might  employ  fur  her  rescue,  should 
obtain  from  her  in  guerdon  whatever  boon  she  might  hon- 
ourably grant,  were  it  that  of  her  virgin  hand  at  the  holy 
altar.  Taught  as  she  was  to  believe,  by  the  assurances 
of  many  a  knight,  that  such  a  surrender  was  the  highest 
boon  which  Heaven  could  bestow,  she  felt  as  dis- 
charging a  debt  of  gratitude  when  she  placed  herself 
entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the  pure  and  blessed  patroness 
in  whose  aid  she  confided.  Perhaps  tliere  lurked  in  tliis 
devotion  some  earthly  hope  of  which  she  was  herself 
scarce  conscious,  and  which  reconciled  her  to  tlic  indefi- 
nite sacrifice  thus  freely  offered.  The  Virgin,  (this  flat- 
tering hope  might  insinuate,)  kindest  and  most  benevo- 
lent of  patronesses,  will  use  compassionately  the  power 
resigned  to  her,  and  He  will  be  the  favoured  champion 
of  Maria,  upon  whom  her  votaress  would  most  willingly 
'"confer  favour. 

But  if  there  was  such  a  hope,  as  something  selfish 
will  often  mingle  witli  our  noblest  and  purest  emotions, 
it  arose  unconscious  of  Eveline  herself,  who,   in  the 
full  assurance  of  implicit   faith,  and   fixing  on   the  re- 
presentative of  her '  adoration,  eyes  in  which  the  most 
earnest    supplication,    the    most    humble    con&||nee, 
struggled  with  unbidden  tears,  vfofi  ^eWvoi^^  mot^XKwaidr 
AI  tbtut  wbetij  young  as  sV\e  was,  fA\^  ^^  ^^K,\ft&^ 
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bestow  tlic  prize  of  chivalry  in  the  lists  of  Cheater.  It 
nasno  wontler  that,  in  such  a  moment  of  high  excitation, 
when  prostrated  m  devotion  before  a  being  of  whoso 
power  to  protect  her,  and  to  make  her  protection  assur- 
ed by  a  risible  sign,  she  doubled  nothing,  the  Lady  Eve> 
line  conceived  she  saw  with  her  own  eyes  the  accept- 
snce  of  her  vow.  As  slie  gazed  on  the  picture  with  an 
overstrained  eye,  and  an  iniitglnation  heated  with  enthu- 
»asm,  tlic  expression  seemed  to  aher  from  the  hard  out- 
line, foshioiicd  by  ilic  Greek  painter ;  the  eyes  appeared 
to  become  animated,  and  to  return  with  looks  of  com- 
passion the  suppliant  entreaties  of  tlie  vouiress,  and  the 
moudi  visibly  arranged  itself  Into  a  smile  of  inexpressible 
sweetness.  It  even  seemed  to  her  that  tlie  head  made 
a  gentle  iocIinatioQ. 

Overpowered  by  siipernatiiral  awe  at  appearances,  of 
which  bcr  faith  permitted  her  not  to  question  the  real- 
ity, tlie  Lady  KveUne  folded  her  arms  on  her  bosom, 
aod  prostrated  ber  forehead  on  the  pavement,  as  the 
posture  most  fitting  to  listen  to  divine  communication. 

But  her  vision  went  not  so  far  ;  tjicre  was  neither 
■ound  nor  voice,  and  when,  after  stealing  her  eyes  all 
around  the  crypt  in  which  she  knelt,  she  again  raised 
them  to  the  figure  of  Our  Lady,  the  features  seemed  to 
be  io  the  form  in  which  the  limner  had  sketched  them* 
saving  that,  to  Eveline's  imagination,  they  still  retained 
aa  august  and  yet  gracious  expression,  which  she  had 
not  before  remarked  upon  the  countenance.  Willi  aw- 
ful reverence,  almost  amounting  to  fear,  yet  comforted, 
and  even  elated,  with  the  visitation  she  had  witnessed,  the 
maiden  repeated  again  and  again  the  orisons  which  she 
thought  most  grateful  to  the  ear  of  her  benefactress  ;  and* 
rismg  at  length,  retired  backwards,  as  from  the  presence 
of  a  sovereign,  until  she  attained  ilie  outer  chapel. 

Here  one  or  two  females  still  knch  before  tlic  saints 
nluch  tlie  walls  and  niches  presented  for  adoration  ;  but 
ibe  rest  of  the  terrified  sti/)/>liarils,  too  aitx'tous  \a  ^tfi- 
h^g:  ibeir  devotions,  had  (fisf>ersed  throujVi  ihe  c»?."ii  Ui 
ham  tidings  of  their  Menda,  aad  to  obtain  some  leltwflJ 
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ment,  or  at  least  some  place  of  repose  for  themselves 
and  ti)eir  families. 

Bowing  her  head,  and  muttering  an  ave  to  each  saint 
as  she  passed  his  image,  (for  impendhig  danger  makes 
men  observant  of  the  rites  of  devotion,)  the  Lady  Eve- 
line  had  almost  reached  the  door  of  the  chapel,  when  ft- 
man-at-arms,  as  ho  seemed,  entered  hastily  ;  and,  with 
a  louder  voice  than  suited  the  holy  place,  unless  when 
need  was  most  urgent,  demanded  the  Lady  Eveline. 
Impressed  with  the  feelings  of  veneration  which  the  late 
scene  had  produced,  she  was  about  to  rebuke  his  milita- 
ry rudeness,  when  he  spoke  again,  and  in  anxious  haste, 
'^  Daughter,  we  are  betrayed  !"  and  though  the  forrai 
and  the  coat-of-mail  which  covered  it,  were  those  of  ft 
soldier,  the  voice  was  that  of  Father  Aldrovand,  who, 
eager  and  anxious  at  the  same  time,  disengaged  liimself 
from  the  mail  hood,  and  showed  his  countenance. 

*^  Father,"  she  said,  *^  what  means  this  f  Have  you 
forgotten  the  confidence  in  Heaven  which  you  are  wont 
to  recommend,  that  you  bear  other  arms  than  your  order 
assigns  to  you  ?" 

'^  It  may  come  to  that  ere  long,"  said  Father  Aldro- 
vand ;  "  for  I  was  a  soldier  ere  I  was  a  monk.  But 
now  I  have  donn'd  this  harness  to  discover  treachery,  not 
to  resist  force.  Ah  !  my  beloved  daughter — ^we  are 
dreadfully  beset — foemen  without — traitors  within  !  The 
false  Fleming,  Wilkin  Flammock,  is  treating  for  the 
surrender  of  the  castle  !" 

^^  Who  dares  say  so  ?"  said  a  veiled  female,  who  had 
been  kneeling  unnoticed  in  a  sequestered  comer  of  the 
chapel,  but  who  now  started  up  and  came  boldly  betwixt 
Lady  Eveline  and  the  monk. 

"  Gro  hence,  tliou  saucy  minion,"  said  the  monk,  sur- 
prised at  this  bold  interruption  ;  "  this  concerns  not 
thee." 

''  But  it  doth  concern  me,"   said  the  damsel,  throw- 

ing  back  her  veil,  and  discovering  the  juvenile  counte- 

nance  of  RosCf  the  daughter  o(  Wvlkixi  Flammock,  her 

^J^es  sparkling,  and  her  cheeks  \AusVuTi<gv]>3ik«n!|j£t^^ 
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Tckemence  of  whidi  made  a  Bine:iiIflT  contrast  mlb  the 
I'cry  fair  complexion,  and  almost  infantine  features  of  the 
speaker,  whose  whole  form  and  figure  was  ihot  of  a  girl 
w!io  has  scarce  emerged  from  childliooi),  and  indeed 
whose  general  manners  were  as  gentle  and  fanslifcil  as 
they  now  seemed  hoKI,  impaE!>ioncd,  and  tmdannted. — 
"  Doth  it  not  concern  mc,"  she  said,  "  that  my  father's 
boiicst  name  should  be:  tainted  mih  treason  ?  Doth  it 
HDt  concern  tlie  stream  when  the  fountain  is  tronhleil  ? 
It  doth  concern  me,  and  I  will  luiow  tlie  atitlior  of  tho 
calumny." 

"  Damsel,"  said  Eveline,  "  restrain  ihy  useless  pas- 
non  ;  tlie  good  father,  lliongh  he  cannot  intentionally  cal- 
nmninie  thy  father,  speaks,  it  may  be,  from  false  report." 

"  As  I  am  sm  irnivorthy  pi-iest,"  said  the  falhiT,  "  I 
ipeak  from  the  rejiort  of  my  oivn  cars.  Upon  the  oath 
of  my  ordiT,  myself  heard  this  Wilkin  Flammock  chaf- 
fering Willi  tlie  Welchmnn  for  the  surrender  of  the  Gardo 
Dolourcuse.  By  help  of  this  hanht;k  and  mail  hood,  I 
gained  admittuiicc  to  a  confcn-nce  wliero  he  tlionght 
there  were  no  English  ears.  Tliey  spoke  Flemish  loo, 
Lut  I  knew  the  jar^^on  of  old." 

"  The- Flemish,"  said  tlic  angry  maiden,  whose  head- 
strong passion  led  her  to  speak  first  in  answer  to  the  last 
insult  offered,  "  is  no  jargon  like  your  pichald  English, 
lialf  Norman,  half  Saxon,  but  a  noble  Gothic  tongue, 
spoken  by  tlie  brave  warriors  who  fought  against  tho 
Iloman  Kaisars,  when  Uritain  hcnt  the  neek  to  them — 
«m!  as  for  this  he  has  said  of  Wilkin  Flamniock,"  sho 
co'itinned,  collecting  licr  ideas  into  more  order  as  sho 
went  on,  "  believe  it  not,  my  dearest  lady  ;  but,  as  you 
v;il;ie  the  honour  of  your  own  noble  father,  confide,  as 
in  the  Evangelists,  in  the  liouesly  of  mine  1"  TJiis  she 
spnkc  with  an  imploring  tone  of  voice,  mingled  with 
^b*!,  as  if  her  heart  liad  be-^n  bri;aking. 

Eveline  endeavoured  to  sooth  her  attendant.  "  Roftt" 
slic  said,  "in  ihj's  evil  time  5ii<ipif  ions  wiW  \\^\rt  o\\  \\.e 
bm  jnen,  and  misuiiderstau  dings  will   arise  aTOQft^*^* 
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best  friends.  Let  us  hear  the  gpod  fatlier  staf e  what  he 
hath  to  charge  upon  your  parent.  Fear  not  but  that 
Wilkin  shall  he  heard  in  his  defence.  Thou  wert-woot 
to  be  quiet  and  reasonable." 

^^  I  am  neither  quiet  nor  reasonable  on  this  matter," 
said  Rose,  with  redoubled  indignation  ;  **  and  it  is  ill  of 
you,  lady,  to  listen  to  the  falsehoods  of  that  reFcrend 
mummer,  who  is  neither  true  priest  nor  true  soldier. 
But  I  will  fetch  one  who  shall  confront  him  either  io 
casque  or  cowl." 

So  saying,  she  went  hastily  out  of  the  chapel,  while 
the  monk,  after  some  pedantic  circumlocution,  acquaint- 
ed the  Lady  Eveline  with  what  he  had  overheard  be- 
twixt Jorworth  and  Wilkin  ;  and  proposed  to  her  to  draw 
together  the  few  English  who  were  in  the  castle,  end 
take  possession  of  the  innermost  square  tower ;  a  keep 
which,  as  usual  in  Gothic  fortresses  of  the  Norman  pe- 
riod, was  situated  so  as  to  make  considerable  defence, 
even  after  the  exteiior  works  of  the  castle,  which  it  com- 
manded, were  in  the  hand  of  tlie  enemy. 

'*  Father,"   said    Eveline,  still  confident  in  the  vision    | 
she  hnd  lately  witnessed,    *'  this  were   good   csounsel  in    1 
extremity  ;  Init  otherwise,  it  were  to  create  the  very  evil  < 
we  fear,  by  setting  our  garrison  at  odds  amongst  them- 
selves.  1  have  a  strong,  and  not  imwarranted  confidence, 
good  father,  in  our  blessed  Lady  of  this  Garde  Dolour- 
euse,  that  we  shall  attain  at  once  vengeance  on  our  barba- 
rous enemies,  and   escape  from  our  present  jeopardy  ; 
and  I  call  you  to  witness  the  vow  I  have   made,  that  to 
him  whom  Our  Lady  should  employ  to  work  us  succour, 
I  will  refuse  nothing,  were  it  my  father's  inheritance,  or 
the  hand  of  his  daughter." 

"  Ave  Maria  !  Ave  Regina  Cali  /"  said  the  priest ; 
'*  on  a  rock  more  sure  you  could  not  have  founded  your 
Crust. — But,  daughter,"  he  continued,  after  the  proper 
ejacidation  had  been  made,  ^^  have  you  never  beud* 
even  by  a  hint,  that  there,  was  a  treaty  for  your  huid  be- 
twixi  our  much-honoured  V»d»  ot  NiY»yai  n«^  ^s%  ^midSef 
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bereii,  (inmy  God  assoilzie  his  soul  I)  and  tbe  great  bouse 
of   Lacy  ?" 

"  Something  I  mny  hnrc  heard,"  said  Eveline,  drop- 
ping hru-  eyes,  while  a  slight  tinge  suffused  her  cheek  ; 
"but  I  refer  me  to  the  disposal  of  Our  Lady  of  Succour 
•ad  Consolation." 

As  she  spoke,  Rose  entered  the  chapel  with  the  game 
nvacity  she  had  shown  in  leaving  it,  leading  by  the  hand 
her  father,  wlioso  sluggish  though  firm  step,  vacant  coun- 
tenance, and  heavy  demeanour,  formed  the  strongest 
contrast  to  the  rapidity  of  her  motions,  and  the  anxious 
aniniation  of  her  address.  Her  task  of  dragging  him 
(brward  might  have  reminded  the  spectator  of  some  of 
those  anciem  monumenrs  on  which  a  small  clicrub,  sin- 
gularly- inadequate  to  tlie  task,  is  often  represented  as 
hoisting  upward  towards  tbe  empyrean  the  fleshly  hulk 
of  soine  ponderous  tenant  of  the  tomb,  whose  dispro- 
portiooed  weight  bids  fiur  to  render  inefleciual  tbe  be- 
nevoteDt  and  sjririted  e^tcrtions  of  iu  fluttering  guide  and 


*'  Roschen — my  child — what  grieves  thee  .■"'  said  tlie 
Netherlander,  as  be  yielded  to  his  daughter's  violence 
with  a  BDiile,  which,  being  on  the  countenance  of  a  fath- 
er, had  more  of  expression  and  feeling  than  those  which 
teemed  to  have  made  their  constant  dwelling  upon  hia 
Eps. 

**  Here  stands  my  father,*'  said  the  impatient  maiden; 
"  impeach  him  with  treason,  who  can  or  dare  !  There 
Manda  Wilkin  Ftammock,  son  of  Dieterick  the  Cramer 
of  Antwerp, — let  those  accuse  him  to  his  face  who  slan- 
dered liim  behind  his  hack  !" 

"  Speak,  Father  Aldrovnnd,"  snid  the  Lady  Kvcline ; 
"  we  are  young  in  our  lordsliip,  and,  alas  !  the  duty  hath 
descended  upon  us  in  nn  evil  hour,  yet  we  will,  so  may 
God  and  Our  T^ady  help  us,  hear  and  judge  of  your  ac- 
rosation  to  the  utmost  of  our  power." 

**  This  WiUuo  Flamiaock,"  saii  the  monk, '^Vvome^e^t 
ieU  be  bath  made  bimtelf  in   villany,  daie^  WA  ^ftKH 
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that  I  heard  him  witli  my  own  cars  treat  for  the  surreiH 
der  of  the  castle." 

"  Sirike  iiim,  father !"  said  the  indignant  Rose,— 
"  strike  the  disguised  mummer  !  The  steel  hauberk  may 
be  struck,  tlmugh  not  the  monk's  frock-^strike  him,  or 
tell  him  that  ho  lies  foully  !" 

'^  Peace,  Roschen,  thou  art  mad,"  said  her  fatheri 
angrily  ;  ^^  the  monk  hath  more  truth  than  sense  abooK 
him,  and  I  would  his  ears  had  been  farther  off  when  be 
thrust  them  into  what  concerned  him  not." 

Rose's  countenance  fell  when  she  heard  her  father 
bluntly  avow  tlic  treasonable  communication  of  which  she 
had  thought  him  incapable — ^she  dropt  the  hand  bf 
which  she  had  dragged  him  into  tlie  chapel,  and  stared 
on  die  Lady  Evehnc,  witlt  eyes  which  seemed  starting 
from  their  sockets,  and  a  countenance  from  which  the 
blood,  witli  which  it  was  so  lately  highly  coloured,  had 
retreated  to  garrison  tiie  heart. 

Eveline  looked  upon  the  culprit  with  a  countenance  m 
which  sweetness  and  dignity  were  mingled  with  sonoWt 
*^  Wilkin,"  she  said,  '^  i  could  not  have  believed  this. 
What !  on  the  very  day  of  thy  confiding  benefactor*! 
death,  canst  tliou  have  been  tampering  witli  his  murder* 
ers,  to  deliver  up  the  castle,  and  betray  thy  trust !-— But 
1  will  not  upbraid  thee — 1  deprive  thee  of  tiie  trust  re* 
posed  in  so  unworthy  a  person,  and  appoint  tlieo  to  be 
kept  in  ward  in  the  western  tower,  till  God  send  us  re- 
lief: when,  it  may  be,  thy  daughter's  merits  shall  atone 
for  thy  offences,  and  save  farther  punishment.— See 
tliat  our  commands  be  presently  obeyed." 

"  Yes — ^)'es — ^yes  !"  exclaimed  Rose,  hurrying  one 
word  on  the  other  as  fast  and  vehemently  as  she  could 
articulate — ''  I^t  ns  go — let  us  go  to  die  darkest  dungeon 
— darkness  befits  us  better  tlian  lidit." 

The  monk,  on   tiie  other  hand,  perceiving  that  the 

Fleming  made  no  motion  to  obey  the  mandate  of  arrest, 

came  forward,  in  a  manner  more  suiting  his  ancient  pro- 

/ese/on  and  present  disgiuse,  than  Vus  s\ivc\Vviq\  ^vd2mcXftx\ 

^nd  nidi  the  words,   "1  attach  \i\cc,NN\\VAv\ YVmwkmsi^ 
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of  MktMiwIedgcd  treason  to  your  liege  lady,"  would  htve 
laid  hand  upon  him,  liod  not  tlie  Flemiog  stepped  bai^k 
and  warned  him  off,  with  a  menacing  and  detennincd 
gesture,  while  he  said, — "  Ye  are  mad  ! — all  of  you 
Eogtisb  ore  mad  when  the  moon  is  full,  and  my  silly  girl 
hath  caught  the  malady. — Lady,  your  honoured  iathei 

gre  me  a  charge,  which  I  purpose  to  execute  to  tlie  best 
'  aD  parties,  and  you  cannot,  being  a  minor,  deprive 
me  of  it  at  your  idle  pleasure. — Father  Aldrovand,  a 
monk  makes  -no  lawful  arrestk. — Daughter  Roschen, 
hold  your  peace   and  dry  your  eyes — you  are  a  fool." 

*'  I  am,  I  am,"  said  Rose,  drying  her  eyes  and  regain- 
tng  her  elasticity  of  manner — "  I  am  indeed  a  fool,  and 
worse  than  a  fool,  for  a  moment  to  doubt  my  father's 
probi^. — Confide  in  him,  dearest  lady  ;  he  is  wise 
though  he  is  grave,  and  kind  though  he  is  plain  and 
bomely  in  his  speech.  Should  he  prove  false  he  will 
&re  the  worse  J  for  I  will  plunge  mysulf  from  tlie  pinna- 
cle of  the  Warder's  Tower  to  the  bottom  of  tlie  moat,  and 
he  shall  lose  his  own  daughter  for  betraying  his  master's." 

*'  This  is  all  frenzy,"  said  tlie  monk — "  Who  trusts 
avowed  traitors  ? — Here,  Normans,  English,  to  the  res- 
cue of  ]rour  liege  lady — Bows  and  bills — bows  and  bills !" 

**  You  may  spare  your  throat  for  your  next  homily, 
good  father,"  said  the  Nctlierlander,  "  or  call  in  good 
Flemish,  since  you  understand  it,  for  to  no  otlier  lan- 
guage will  those  within  hearing  reply." 

He  then  approached  tlie  Lady  Eveline  with  a  real  or 
affected  air  of  clumsy  kindness,  and  something  as  nearly 
approaching  to  courtesy  as  his  manners  and  feature! 
could  assume.  He  bade  her  good  night,  and,  assuring 
her  that  he  would  act  for  the  best,  left  the  chapel.  The 
monk  was  about  to  break  forth  into  revilings,  but  Eveline, 
with  more  prudence,  checked  his  zeal. 

**  I  cannot,"  she  said,  *'  but  hope  that  this  man's  inten- 
tions are  honest " 

"  Now,  God's  blessiogs  on  you,  lady,  toi  thaX.  iccj 
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word  !"  said  Rose,  eagerly  interrupting  her,  and  kisaing 
her  hnnd. 

'^  But  if  unhappily  tliey  are  doubtful,''  cootiniied 
Eveline,  "it  is  not  by  reproach  tliat  we  can  bring  bim 
to  a  better  purpose.  Good  father,  give  an  eye  to  the 
preparations  for  resistance,  and  sec  nought  omitted  thai 
our  means  furnish  for  the  defence  of  the  castle." 

"Fear  nodiing,  my  dearest  daughter,''  said  Aldro- 
vand ;  "  there  are  still  some  English  hearts  amongst  us, 
and  we  will  rather  kill  and  eat  the  Flemings  themselveS| 
tlian  surrender  die  casUe." 

"  Tiiat  were  food  as  dangerous  to  come  by  as  bear's 
venison,  fatlier,"  answered  Rose,  bitterly,  still  on  fira 
with  the  idea  tliat  tlie  monk  treated  her  nation  with  SU9- 
picion  and  contumely* 

On  Uiese  terms  they  separated ; — ^the  women  to  in- 
dulge their  fears  and  sorrows  in  private  grief,  or  aOe^ata 
them  by  private  devotion;  the  monk  to  try  to  discover 
what  were  die  real  purposes  of  Wilkin  Flammock,  and 
to  counteract  them  if  possible,  should  they  seem  to  in- 
dicate treachery.  His  eye,  however,  though  sharpened 
by  strong  suspicion,  saw  nothing  to  strengthen  his  fearSf 
excepting  that  tlie  Fleming  had,  with  considerable  miEta- 
ry  skill,  placed  the  principal  posts  of  the  casde  in  the 
charge  of  his  own  countrymen,  which  must  make  anr 
attempt  to  dispossess  him  of  his  present  authority  both 
difficult  and  dangerous.  The  monk  at  length  retired, 
summoned  by  the  duties  of  the  evening  service,  and  with 
the  determination  to  be  stirring  with  the  Ught  the  next 
morning. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

O,  Hiilji  iliinn  llie  nmraiiig  aw 

Oil  lengiicr'il  caiilo  wall. 
When  butiun,  lom-r,  ami  linllJcinmt, 

Soei/i  Doikliiie  10  Ibcir  roll. 

Old  Ballad. 

True  to  his  resolution,  and  telling  his  beads  as  be 
went,  that  he  might  lose  no  time,  Fotlicr  Aldrorand  be- 
gan his  rounds  in  the  casilc  so  soon  us  day-light  had 
loiirhed  the  top  of  the  cnsierii  horizon.  A  natural  in- 
BtiDrt  led  him  first  to  those  stnlts  which,  had  the  fortress 
been  properly  virtunllcd  for  siege,  ought  to  have  been 
leaantcd  by  cattle  ;  and  great  wa^  \m  delight  to 
Me  more  than  a  score  of  fat  kinc   and  bullocks  in  the 

Elace  which  had  last  night  been  empty  !  One  of  them 
ad  already  been  carried  to  liie  siiamblcs,  and  a  Flem- 
ing or  two,  who  played  butchers  on  the  occasion,  wero 
dividing  tlic  carcass  for  the  cook's  use.  The  good  fath- 
er had  weW  nigh  cried  out,  a  miracle  ;  but,  not  to  he  too 
precipitate,  lie  limilcd  his  transport  to  a  private  exclama- 
tion  in   honour  of  Our  Liidy  of  tlie  Garde  Doloureuse. 

"  Who  lalksr  of  lack  of  provender  ! — who  speaks  of 
KUTcnder  now  !"  he  said.  "  Here  is  enougli  to  main- 
tain trs  till  Hugo  De  Lacy  arrives,  were  he  to  sail  back 
from  Cy))ius  to  our  relief.  I  did  purpose  to  have  fasted 
this  morning,  as  well  to  save  victuals  as  on  a  religious 
score  ;  but  the  blessing  of  the  saints  must  not  be  slight- 
ed.— Sir  Cook,  let  me  have  half  a  yard  or  so  of  broiled 
beef  presently  ;  bid  the  pantler  send  me  a  manchct,  and 
the  butler  a  cup  of  wine.  1  will  take  a  running  break- 
fast on  the  western  battlements.""' 

At  Ibis  place,  which  was  rather  llic  weakest  point  o( 

tiio   Garde  Dohureuse,  die  good   father  toimiVl'Msm 

FJammock  anxiously  superin it; n ding  l\ie  neccssTxrj  wv«^*- 

ures  of  defence,     lie  greeted  liim  courteous\j,  coft|S«3*' 
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ulaled  liim  on  the  sluck  of  provisions  niiL  which  tba 
castle  had  hecu  supplied  during  the  aigbi,  and  was  id- 
quiring  how  they  bad  bcea  so  happily  introduced  througb 
the  Welch  besicgeis,  whea  Wilkin  took  the  first  occaan 
to  interrupt  him. 

"  or  all  this  anotlier  time,  good  Tather  ;  but  I  widi  M 
present,  and  before  other  discouree,  to  consult  thee  m 
a  matter  whicii  presses  my  conscience,  and  moreonr 
deeply    concerns   my  worldly  estate." 

"  Speak  on,  my  e:ccellent  son,"  said  the  fathGrt  COO- 
ceiving  that  ho  slmuld  llins  gain  tlic  key  to  Wilkia'a  fell 
intentions.  "  O,  a  tender  conscience  is  a  jewel !  and 
he  that  will  not  tislen  when  it  saitli,  '  pour  out  thy  doubM 
into  die  car  of  the  priest,'  shall  one  day  hare  Im  owm 
dolorous  outcries  choked  witli  fire  and  brimstone.  Tboi 
wen  ever  of  a  tcmlcr  conscience,  sou  Wilkin,  though 
thou  hast  but  a  rousli  nnd  horrel  bearing." 

"  Well,  then,"  said  Wilkin,  "  you  are  to  know,  good 
father,  diat  I  have  liad  some  dealings  with  my  neighbour, 
Jan  Vanwelt,  conccrnlnt;  my  daugliter  Rose,  and  thaths 
has  paid  me  certain  guilders  on  condition  I  will  match 
her  to  iilm." 

"  Psliaw,  pshaw  !  my  good  son,"  said  the  disappoint 
cd  confessor,  "  dils  gear  can  lie  over — diis  is  no  time  lor 
marrying  or  giving  in  marriage,  when  we  are  all  like  tt 
be  murdered." 

"  Nay,  but  Iienr  me,  |;ood  father,"  said  the  Fleming, 
"  for  tills  point  of  consciciicc  concerns  the  present  cue 
more  nearly  than  you  wot  of. — You  must  know  1  bare 
no  will  to  bestow  Rose  on  tliis  same  Jan  Vanwelt,  who 
is  old,  and  of  ill  conditions ;  and  I  would  know  of  you 
whether  1  msy,  In  conscience,  refuse  him  my  consent?" 

"Truly,"  said  Aldrovand,  "  Rose  is  a  pretty  lass, 
though  somewhat  hasty  ;  and  I  diink  you  may  honestly 
withdraw  your  consent,  always  on  paying  back  the  guit- 
derj  you  have  received." 

"JBul  there  lies  the  pinch,  good  fatltcr,"  uid  the 
IVemiag — "  die  refunding  tUw  money  V&  leiac*  m^ 
to  uuer  poverty.      The  Wc\cb  V».v<i  AeAtoijoi  to|  «^ 


/ 
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Ranee  ;  tnd  this  Imndful  of  mr>tH!y  is  all,  God  help  mc  ! 

00  trliicli  I   must  begid  tlie  woild  agrvi." 

"  Neverllielcss,  son  Wilkin,"  suitl  AldrovanH,  "  dmu 
must  keep  thy  word,  or  pay  llic  forfeit ;  for  what  saith 
the  test  f  Quu  hiibitnbit  in  tabemaculo,  quia  reqtiieicet 
M  mante  saticto  7 — Who  slialt  nsccnd  lo  llic  tabernacle, 
■nd  dwelt  in  the  holy  mountain  ?  Js  it  not  answered 
again,  (^i  jurat  proj:imoct  won  dccipit  ? — Co  to,  my 
■on — l>renk  not  diy  plighted  word  for  a  httlc  filliiy  lucre 
— 4>elter  is  an  enijUy  stomach  and  an  hungry  heart  witli 

1  clear  conscience,  than  a  fatted  ox  wiili  Iniquity  anti 
wfH^-breaking. — Savvcst  thou  not  our  late  noble  lord, 
vbo  (may  his  snid  be  happy  !)  clmse  rather  to  die  iii 
unequal  battle,  tike  a  true  knight,  than  live  a  ponured 
man,  tliough  lie  had  but  i^pokeii  a  rash  word  to  a  Welch- 
man  over  a  wine  flask  V 

"  AJas !  dien,"  said  the  Fleming,  "  this  is  even  what  I 
feared  !  We  must  e'en  render  up  the  castle,  or  restore 
hi  the  Welelmian,  Jcrworth,  the  caitb,  by  means  of 
wiiich  1  had  schemed  to  victual  and  defend  it." 

"  How — wherefore — what  dost  thou  mean  i"'  said  the 
monk,  in  astonislimcnt.  "  1  speak  to  thee  of  Koso 
Flammock,  and  Jan  Van-devil,  or  whatever  you  call 
him,  and  you  reply  with  talk  about  cattle  and  castles, 
and  I  wot  not  what !" 

'*  So  please  you,  lioly  fatlier,  I  d<d  but  speak  in  ])ara- 

blea.      This  castle  was  the  daugliter  I  had  promised  to 

deliver  over — the   Welcbman  is  Jan  Vanwelt,  and  tlie 

guilders  were  the  catde  he  has  sent  in,  as  a  part  payment 

1   before-hand  of  my  guerdon." 

,       "  Parables  !"    said  tlie   monk,  colouring  with  anger 

'   U  the  trick  put  on  him  ;  "  what  has  a  boor  hkc  ihce  to 

do  with  parables ,' — Uut  I  forgive  thee — I  forgive  ihee." 

"  I  am  tlierefore  to  yield  the  castle  to  the  Welcbman, 
or  restore  him  his  cattle  '{"  said  the  impenetrable  Duteb- 

"  Sooner yieM  thy  sou)  to  Saian  !"  rcpWei  \.\\c  n\OY^. 
^  I  fear  me  Jt  must  be  tlie  altcrnalWe"  bb.\4  iJao 
,_.-__ .  «^  ^^g  example  of  thy  lionouraUc  \ot4— " 
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"  Tlie  example  of  an  honoumble  fool — "  i 
ed  the  monk  ;  ihen  presently  subjoined,  '*  Our  Ladj  bi 
with  her  servant ! — tiiis  Belgic-braincd  boot  makei  ml 
forget  what  I  would  say." 

"  Nay,  but  tlie  holy  text  which  your  reverence  cited 
to  me  even  now,"  continued  the  Fleming. 

"  Go  to,"   said  the  monk  ;    "  what  hast  thou  to  do  It 

firesume  to  tliink  of  texts  ? — knowest  ihou  not  that  tht 
etter  of  the  scripture  slaycth,  and  that  it  is  the  expositioi 
which  makct))  to  live  ? — Art  tliou  not  like  one  wlio,  coifr 
ing  to  a  physician,  conceals  from  bira  half  the  sympionn 
of  the  disease  ? — I  tell  tlice,  thou  foolish  Fleming,  ths 
text  speaketh  but  of  promises  made  unto  Chiistiui% 
tnd  tliere  is  in  the  Rubric  a  special  excepti<Mi  of  ■nth 
ns  arc  made  to  Wdclimen."  At  tliis  commentary  da 
Fleming  gi'itmed  so  broadly  as  to  sliow  his  whole  cascof 
broad  strong  white  tectli.  Father  Aldrovand  himself 
grinned  in  sympalhy,  and  tlien  proceeded  to  saf,^ 
"  Come, come,  I  see  how  it  is.  Tbou  hast  studied  soma 
small  revenge  on  me  for  doubling  of  tliy  truth ;  and, 
in  verity,  I  think  tliou  hast  taken  it  wittily  enough.  But 
wherefore  didst  ihou  not  lei  me  into  the  secret  from  the 
bcE!;inning.''  I  promise  thee  I  had  foul  suspicions  of  thoe." 

"  What  \"  said  tli^  Fleming,  "  ia  it  possible  I  could 
ever  think  of  involving  your  reverence  in  a  little  matur 
of  deceit  I  Surely  Heaven  hath  sent  me  nxire  grace 
and  manners. — Hark,  I  hear  Jorworth's  horn  at  the  gate." 

"  He  blows  like  a  town  swine-herd,"  said  AldtD> 
vand,  in  disdain. 

"  It  is  not  your  reverence's  pleasure  that  I  shotdd  r^ 
■tore  the  cattle  imto  hiin,  then  ?"  said  Flammock. 

"  Yes,  thus  far.  Prithee  deliver  him  straightway 
over  the  walls  such  a  tub  of  boiling  water  as  shall  scald 
the  hair  from  his  goat-skin  cloak.  And,  hark  thee,  do 
ihou,  in  the  first  places,  try  the  temperature  of  the  kettle 
ivith  thy  fore-finger,  and  that  shall  be  thy  penance  lor 
the  IrJck  thou  hast  played  me." 

77ie  Fleming  answered  th\a  wxi*  sno^twuNwcwi  ^n&iA. 
iateUigence,  and  they   proceeded  to  '4«  o«"\Kt  W***^ 
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wfaich  Jorvordi  had  come  alone.  Piecing  himsolf  at  ibe 
wicket,  which,  however,  he  kept  careruOy  barred,  aad 
speaking  through  a  small  opening,  contrived  for  such 
purpose,  Wilkin  Flammock  dumanded  of  the  Wclchman 
nis  business. 

"  To  receive  rendition  of  the  castle,  agreeable  to 
pnunise,"  said  Jorworth. 

"  Ay  f  sad  art  thou  come  on  such  an  errand  alone  f 
•aid  Wilkin. 

"  No,  truly,"  answered  Jorworili ;  "  I  have  some  two 
■core  of  men  concealed  among  yonder  hushes." 

"  Then  thou  badst  best  lead  them  away  quickly," 
answered  Wilkin,  "  before  our  archers  let  fly  a  sheaf  of 
■trowi  among  them." 

"  How,  villain  !  Dost  thou  not  mean  to  keep  tbj 
promise.''"  said  the  Welchman. 

"  I  gave  thee  none,"  said  the  Fleming  ;  "  I  prom- 
iied  but  to  think  on  what  thou  didst  say.  I  have  done  so, 
and  have  communicated  with  my  ghoslly  father,  who  will 
in  DO  respect  hear  of  my  listening  to  thy  proposal." 

*'  And  wilt  tliou,"  said  Jonvoilh,  "  keep  tlie  cattle, 
which  I  simply  seat  in  to  the  casilc  on  tlic  faith  of  our 
agreement  ?" 

"  I  will  excommunicate  and  deliver  him  over  to  Sa- 
tan," said  the  monk,  unable  to  wait  the  phlegmatic  and 
lingering  answer  of  the  Fleming,  "  if  lie  give  horn,  hoot^ 
or  hair  of  them,  to  such  an  uncircumciscd  PhiUstlne  as 
tllOU  or  thy  master." 

"  It  is  well,  shorn  priest,"  answered  Jorworth,  in 
great  anger.  "  But  mark  me — reckon  not  on  your  frock 
for  ransom.  IVlien  Gwenwyn  hath  taken  this  castle,  as 
it  shall  not  longer  shelter  such  a  pair  of  faidiless  traitors, 
I  will  have  ye  sewed  up  each  into  the  carcass  of  one  of 
these  kine,  for  which  your  penitent  has  forsworn  himself, 
and  lay  you  where  wolf  and  eagle  shall  be  your  only 


"  Tbou  wilt  work  tby  will  when  it  is  ratttc\).e&  ^ri!^ 
tbf  power," said  the  affdata  NelLerlander. 
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"  False  Welchman,  \vc  defy  thee  to  tliy  teeth  !"  w^ 
swered,  in  the  same  breath,  the  more  irascible  nxHiL 
"  I  trust  to  see  the  hounds  gnaw  thy  joints  ere  that  d^ 
come  th.U  yc  talk  of  so  proudly." 

By  wiy  of  answer  to  hotli,  Jorworth  drew  back  hii 
arm  with  his  levelled  javelin,  and  shaking  the  shaft  till  it 
acquired  a  vibratory  motion,  he  hurled  it  with  eqad 
strength  and  dexterity  right  against  the  aperture  in  the 
wicket.  It  whizzed  through  the  opening  at'wliich  it  vai 
aimed,  and  flew  (harmlessly,  however,)  between  the 
heads  of  the  monk  and  the  Fleming  ;  the  former  of 
whom  started  back,  while  the  latter  only  said,  as  he  lode- 
ed  at  the  javelin,  which  stood  quivering  in  tlie  door  of 
the  guard  room,  "  That  was  well  aimed,  and  happilj 
balked/' 

Jorworth,  the  iiistaiit  he  had  flung  his  dart,  hastened 
to  the  ambush  which  he  had  prepared,  and  gave  them  it 
once  the  signal  and  the  example  of  a  rapid  retreat  down 
the  hill.  Father  Aldrovand  would  willingly  have  follow- 
ed  them  with  a  volley  of  arrows,  but  die  Fleming  oIh 
served  that  ammunition  was  too  precious  with  them  to  be 
wasted  on  a  few  runawn vs.  Perhaps  the  honest  man  re- 
membered that  they  liud  come  within  the  danger  of  such 
a  salutation,  in  some  measure,  on  his  own  assurance. 

When  the  noise  of  tlie  hasty  retreat  of  Jorworth  uid 
his  followers  had  died  away,  there  ensued  a  dead  silence, 
well  corresponding  with  the  coohiess  and  calmness  of 
that  early  hour  in  the  morning. 

"  This  will  not  last  long,"  said  Wilkin  to  tlie  monk,  in 
R  tone  of  foreboding  seriousness,  which  found  an  echo 
in  the  good  father's  bosom. 

^'  It  will  not,  and  it  cannot,"  answered  Aldrovand ; 
"  and  we  must  expect  a  shrewd  attack,  which  I  should 
mind  little,  but  that  their  numbers  are  great,  ours  few ; 
the  extent  of  the  walls  considerable,  and  the  obstinacy 
of  these  Welch  fiends  almost  equal  to  their  fury.  But 
we  will  do  the  best.  I  will  to  the  Lady  Eveline — die 
iijust  show  hcTscK  upon  l\\e  b^x\\emeiv\a — -^Jtiavk  Smimi 
in  feature  than  beconicih  a  mau  ol  rv\>j  oxd^ftt  \ai^K0&k 
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f;  ind  she  has  witlml  a  breatliiog  of  her  Tather's  iottj 
pint.  The  look  and  llie  word  of  such  a  lady  will  pn 
man  double  strength  in  the  hour  of  need." 
**  It  may  be,"  said  the  FlemiDg ;  "  and  I  will  go  aes 
Mt  the  good  breakfast  which  1  bare  appointed  be 
Kseotly  served  forth  ;  it  will  give  my  Flemings  mor* 
trength  than  the  sight  of  tfae  ten  thousand  virsinrt  miT 
keir  help  be  with  ua  ! — were  they  all  arranged  on  m  fiur 
dd." 


CHAPTER  Vm. 
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The  morning  light  was  scarce  fully  spread  abroad, 
dien  Eveline  Berenger,  in  compliance  with  her  confev- 
[ir*s  advice,  commenced  her  progress  around  the  walb 
nd  battlements  of  the  beleaguered  castle,  to  confirm^ 
J  her  personal  entreaties,  the  minds  of  the  valiant,  and 
i  rouse  the  more  timid  to  hope  and  to  exertion.  She 
rore  a  rich  collar  and  bracelets,  as  orniments  which 
idicated  her  rank  and  high  descent ;  and  her  under 
inic,  in  tlie  manner  of  the  times,  was  gathered  around 
er  slender  waist  by  a  girdle,  embroidered  with  precious 
loncs,  and  secured  by  a  large  buckle  of  gold.  From 
ne  side  of  the  girdle  was  suspended  a  pouch  or  purse, 
plendidly  adorned  with  needle-work,  and  on  the  left  aide 

sustained  a  small  dagger  of  exqui^te  workmanship. 
L  6iTk-co]oured  mantle,  chosen  as  einbAcTatt^c  qH  ^»x 
(wi/n/  /bnunes,  was  flung  loiMely  uouixi  \wt  \  uA 
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its  hood  was  brought  fornrard,  so  as  to  shadow,  lii 
Iiidv,  her  bcaiitiftil  countenance.  Her  looks  had  la 
hi^h  and  ecstatic  expression  which  had  been  ini 
by  su[iposed  revelation,  but  they  retained  a  son 
and  Riihl,  yet  delcniiincd  character — and,  in  addrt 
the  soldiers,  die  used  a  mixture  of  entreaty  and  com; 
—now  throwing  herself  upon  their  protection — ooi 
manding  in  her  aid  the  just  tribute  of  their  alle^ 

The  garrison  nas divided,  as  military  skill  dictate 
groups,  o<i  tlie  points  nicst  liable  to  attack,  or  from  \ 
an  assdllLig  enemy  ini^lit  be  best  annoyed  ;  and  il 
thisunavoidublc  scpiirution  of  tlielr  force  into  smal 
tai-bnieiils,  which  showed  to  dif^iulvnntngc  tlic  cxtt 
wulls,  compared  wiili  llic  number  of  tlic  defenders ; 
thnu;;h  Wilkin  nnniiiiotk  had  contrived  several  mei 
concculiiig  tliis  defiricncy  of  force  from  the  encmi 
could  not  disguise  it  from  the  defenders  of  the  c 
who  cast  moi:ri:riil  glcnccs  on  llie  lenglh  of  the  fa 
inents  which  were  iti-,occiT|iicd  save  by  sentinels, 
then  looked  out  to  ilie  fatul  field  of  baiile,  loaded 
the  bodies  of  those  who  ought  to  have  been  their 
rades  in  dits  liotir  of  (icril. 

Tlie  presence  of  Eveline  did  much  to  rouse  tlw  f 
■on  from  diis  £tate  of  discouragement.  She  glided 
post  to  post,  from  tower  to  lower  of  the  old  grey  for 
as  a  gleam  of  light  passes  over  a  clouded  landw 
and,  touching  its  various  points  in  succession,  calls 
out  to  beauty  and  efTcci.  Sorrow  and  fear  somei 
make  snlfcrerK  eloquent.  She  addressed  the  va 
nations  who  composed  her  little  garrison,  each  u 
propriate  language.  To  rhe  English,  she  spoke  as 
dren  of  the  soil — to  the  Flemings,  as  men  who  hai 
come  denizens  by  the  right  of  hospitality — to  the 
mans,  as  descendani>i  of  that  victorious  race,  whose  s 
had  made  them  the  nobles  and  sovereigns  of  eveiy 
where  i'.s  edcc  had  been  tried.  To  ihcm  she  usei 
hiijiin^e  ol  clwi\\t\ ,  by  w\\osp  r«\e?.\\\';  meanest  of 
nntion  re£:n/afed,  or  nflertci\  W  tozviVAVe,  Vw  .m 
TiHi  EiiiiLsli  slic   rembideil  ot  l^vtii  fiioi  tw-ii  m 
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csty  of  heart ;  and  to  the  Flemings  she  spoke  of  the  dc- 
atniclion  of  their  property,  tiio  fruits  of  their  honesft 
mdustr)'.  To  all  s]ie  proposed  vcngcaRcc  for  the  death 
of  their  leader  and  his  lbllo\vci*s — to  all  slic  rcccni|nend- 
ed  confidence  in  God  and  Our  Lady  of  the  Garde  Do- 
loureiisc  ;  and  slie  ventured  to  assure  ail^of  the  strong  and 
victorious  bands  that  were  already  in  march  to  their  relief. 

"  Will  tlic  gallant  champions  of  the  cross,"  she  said, 
**  think  of  leaving  their  natii'e  land,  ivhile  the  wail  of 
women  and  of  orphans  is  in  their  ears  f — it  were  to 
convert  tlieir  pious  purpose  into  mortal  sin,  and  to  de- 
rogate from  the  high  fame  they  have  so  well  won.  Yes 
—-fight  but  valiantly,  and  perhaps,  before  tlie.  very  sun 
that  is  now  slowly  rising  slitill  sink  in  tije  sea,  you  will 
see  it  sliining  on  the  ranks  of  Shrcwsliury  and  Chester. 
When  did  tlie  Welchmen  wait  to  hear  the  clangour  of 
their  trumpets,  or  tlic  rustling  of  their  silken  banners  ? 
Fight  bravely — fight  freelj'  hut  a  while  !— our  castle  is 
itrong-}— our  munition  ample — ^}'our  hearts  are  good— — 
your  arms  are  powerful— God  is  nigh  to  us,  and  our 
iriends  arc  not  far  distant.  Fight,  then,  in  tlie  name  of 
iO  diat  is  good  and  holy,  fight  for  yourselves,  for  your 
wives,  for  your  children,  and  for  your  property — ^and  oh  ! 
fight  for  an  orphan  maiden,  who  hath  no  other  defend- 
ers but  what  a  sense  of  her  sorrows,  and  the  remera- 
bnmce  of  her  father,  may  raise  up  among  you  !" 

Such  speeches  as  these  made  a  powerful  impression 
00  the  men  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  already  hard- 
ened, by  habits  and  sentiments,  against  a  sense  of  dan- 
ger. The  chivalrous  Normans  swore,  on  the  cross  of 
tlieir  swords,  they  would  die  to  a  man  ere  they  would 
surrender  tlieir  posts — tlie  blunter  Anglo-Saxons  cried| 
**  Shame  on  him  who  would  render  up  such  a  lamb  as 
Eveline  to  a  Welch  wolf,  while  he  could  make  her  a 
bulwark  widi  his  body !" — Even  the  cold  Flemings 
cauglit  a  spark  of  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the  others 
were  animated,  and  muttered  to  each  other  pt;\\se%  ol 
ibe  jroiiag lady's  beauty f  and  short  but  honesl  TCSoVvei  Xft 
dt?  t/jc  begt  they  might  in  her  defence. 
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Rose  Flammock,  who  accompanied  her  lady  withow 
or  two  attendants  iipoii  her  circuit  around  the  castle, 
aeetned  to  have  relapsed  into  her  natural  clinracier  of  i 
shy  and  timid  girl,  out  of  the  excited  state  into  vhidl 
she  had  be^n  broui;ht  by  the  suspicions  wlurb  io  ifaa 
evening  before  had  attached  to  her  father's  chararWt 
She  tripped  cluacly  hul  resifectluUy  aflst  Etdine,  m^ 
listened  to  what  she  said  from  time  to  lime,  with  tbe  nrg 
and  admiration  of  a  child  listening  to  its  tutor,  wUt ' 
only  her  moistened  eye  expressed  how  far  she  fUt  Bt 
comprehended  the  extent  of  the  danger  (»  the  foice  d 
the  exhortations.  There  was,  liowerer,  a  moment  nrbn 
the  youthful  maiden's  eye  become  more  bright,  her  tKf 
more  con6dent,  her  looks  more  derated.  This  wn 
when  they  approached  tlie  Bpoto-?t'here  her  father,  liaiing 
discharged  the  duties  of  commander  of  the  garrison,  ml 
DOW  exercising  those  of  engineer,  and  displaying  giMt 
skill,  as  well  as  wonderful  personal  strength,  in  directm^ 
and  agisting  the  establishment  of  a  large  mangond,  (a 
military  engine  used  for  casting  stones,)  upon  a  staiiM 
commanding  an  exposed  postern-gate,  which  led  fina 
the  western  side  of  the  castle  down  to  the  plain  ;  ud 
tvhere  a  severe  Assault  was  naturally  to  be  expectsd 
The  greater  part  of  his  armour  lay  beside  bim,  but  cor- 
ered  with  his  cassock  to  screen  it  from  the  morning  dew ; 
while  in  his  leathern  doublet,  with  arms  bare  to  iha 
■boulder,  and  a  huge  sledge-hammer  inhishand,heaetin 
example  to  the  mechanics  who  worked  imder  his  directioa. 
In  slow  and  solid  natures  there  is  usually  a  touch  of 
ahamefacedncHS,  and  a  sensitiveness  to  the  breach  at 
petty  observances.  Wilkin  Flammock  had  been  im* 
moved  even  to  insensibility  at  the  imputation  of  tret' 
■CO  BO  lately  cast  upon  him  ;  but  he  coloured  high,  and 
was  confused,  while,  hastily  throwing  on  his  cassock,  be 
endeavoured  to  conceal  Uie  dishabille  in  which  he  had 
been  surprised  by  the  Lady  Eveline.  Not  so  bis  daugb* 
ter.  Proud  of  her  father's  seal,  her  eye  Reamed  from 
Mkatoker  jnistresairilhalDdlLoC  tnum^-vJtaiSbWKnp 
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ed  to  say,  "  And  this  faithful  follower  is  he  who  was 
suspected  of  treachery  !" 

Eveline's  own  bosom  made  her  the  same  reproach  ; 
and  anxious  to  atone  for  her  momentary  doubt  of  his  fidel- 
ity, she  offered  for  his  ac^ptance  a  ring  of  value,  "  in 
smaU  amends,'*  she  said,  ''  of  a  momentary  miscon- 
struction.'' 

"  It  needs  not,  lady,"  said  Flammock,  willi  his  usual 
Uuntness,  '*  unless  I  have  the  freedom  to  bestow  the 
gaud  on  Rose  ;  for  I  tliink  bhe  was  grieved  enough  at 
Ifaat  wliicli  moved  me  little, — as  why  should  it  f" 

'*  Dispose  of  it  as  thou  wilt,"  said  Eveline  ;  "  the 
stone  it  bears  is  as  true  as  thine  own  faith."    « 

Here  Eveline  paused,  and  looking  on  the  broad  ex- 
paaded  plain  which  extended  between  tlio  site  of  the 
casde  and  the  river,  observed  how  silent  and  slill  the 
morning  was  rising  over  what  had  so  lately  been  a  scene 
of  such  extensive  slaughter. 

"  It  wiU  not  be  so  long,"  answered  Flammock  ;  "  we 
ifaall  have  noise  enough,  and  that  nearer  to  our  ears  than 
yesterday." 

"  Which  way  lie  the  enemy  ?"  said  Eveline  ;  **  rae- 
diinks  I  can  spy  neither  tents  nor  pavilions." 

"  They  use  none,  lady,"  answered  Wilkin  Flam- 
mock. *'  Heaven  has  denied  them  the  grace  and  know- 
ledge to  weave  linen  enough  for  such  a  purpose — ^Yonder 
they  lie  on  botli  sides  of  the  river,  covered  with  naught 
but  their  white  mandes.  Would  one  tliink  tliat  a  liost  of 
1  liiieves  and  cut-throats  could  look  so  like  the  finest  ob- 
ject in  nature — a  well-spread  blcacliing-field  f — Hark— 
bark  ! — ^the  wasps  are  beginning  to  buzz  ;  they  will  soon 
be  plying  their  stings." 

In  fact,  there  was  heard  among  the  Welch  army  a 
k)w  and  indistinct  murmur,  like  tliat  of 

Bees  alarm'd,  and  mustering  in  tbeir  hives. 

Terrified  at  the  hollow  menacinn;  sound,  which  ?y*^ 
louder  every  moment,  Hose,  who  had  all  the  irraUb\Y\tj 

S*      VOL.   /. 
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of  t  sensitive  temperament,  clung  to  her  fatlier's  ami 
saying,  in  a  tenlfied  whisper,  ''  It  is  like  the  sound  of 
the  sea  tlic  nis;ht  before  the  great  inundatioD." 

'^  And  it  betokens  too  rough  weather  for  women  to  bi 
abroad  in,"  said  Flammock.  •  '^  Go  to  your  chamber. 
Lady  Eveline,  if  it  be  your  will — and  go  you  too,  Roi- 
chen — God  bless  you  both — ye  do  but  keep  us  idle  here." 

And,  indeed,  conscious  that  she  bad  done  all  that  wu 
incumbent  upon  her,  and  fearful  lest  the  chill  which  shs 
felt  creeping  over  her  own  heart  should  infect  otheny 
Eveline  took  her  vassal's  advice,  and  withdrew  slowly  lo 
her  own  apartment,  often  casting  back  her  eye  to  the 
place  where  tlie  Welch,  now  drawn  out  and  imder  armii 
were  advancing  tlieir  ridgy  battalions,  like  the  waves  of 
an  approaching  tide. 

The  Prince  of  Powys  had,  with  considerable  milituj 
skill,  adopted  a  plan  of  attack  suitable  to  the  fiery  geniqi 
of  his  followers,  and  calculated  to  alarm  on  every  pdat 
tlie  feeble  garrison. 

The  three  sides  of  the  castle  which  were  defended 
by  tlie  river,  were  watched  each  by  a  numerous  body  of 
the  British,  with  instructions  to  confine  tliemselves  to  the 
discharge  of  arrows,  unless  tlicy  should  observe  that  some 
favourable  opportunity  of  close  attack  sliould  occur.  But 
far  the  greater  part  of  Gwenwyn's  forces,  consisting  of 
three  columns  of  great  strength,  advanced  along  the  plain 
on  the  western  side  of  the  castle,  and  menaced,  with  a 
desperate  assault,  the  waUs,  which,  in  that  direction,  were 
deprived  of  the  defence  of  the  river.  The  first  of  llfe9# 
formidable  bodies  consisted  entirely  of  archers,  idfc 
dispersed  themselves  in  front  of  the  beleaguered  placei 
and  took  advantage  of  ever}'  bush  and  rising  ground 
which  could  afiford  them  shelter  ;  and  then  began  to  bend 
their  bows  and  shower  their  arrows  on  tlie  battlements 
and  loop-holes,  suffering,  however,  a  great  deal  more 
damage  than  they  were  able  to  inflict,  as  the  garrison  re* 
turned  their  shot  in  comparative  safety,  and  with  more  se- 
cure  and  deliberate  Siim.^^  Uwdcr  covet  ,Vvo\N^N^T,^^\^Ma  • 
discharge  of  arrows,  two  very  sltotiig^  \»d[\e^  qH  V^^s3^ 
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tttemptcd  to  carry  the  outer  defences  of  the  castle  by 
storm.  They  had  axes  to  destroy  tlie  palisades,  then 
ealled  barriers;  fagots  to  fill  up  the  external  ditches ; 
torches  to  set  fire  to  augh|  combustible  which  they  might 
find  ;  and,  above  all,  laddA's  to  scale  tlie  walls. 

These  detachments  rushed  with  incredible  fury  to- 
wards the  poinf^f  attack,  despite  a  most  obstinate  de- 
fence, and  the  great  loss  which  they  sustained  by  mis- 
des  of  every  kind,  and  continued  the  assault  for  nearly 
IB  hour,  supplied  by  reinforcements  which  more  than 
recruited  their  diminished  numbers.  When  they  were 
It  last  compelled  to  retreat,  they  seemed  to  adopt  a 
aev  and  yet  more  harassing  species  of  attack.  A  large 
kody  assaulted  one  exposed  point  of  the  fortress  with 
such  fury  as  to  draw  thither  as  many  of  the  besieged  as 
coaid  possibly  be  spared  from  other  defended  posts,  and 
when  there  appeared  a  point  less  strongly  manned  than 
Vis  adequate  to  defence,  that  in  its  turn  was  furiously 
issailed  by  a  separate  body  of  the  enemy. 

Thus  the  defenders  of  the  Grorde  Doloureuse  resem- 
bled the  embarrassed  traveller  engaged  in  repelling  a 
swirmofliomets,  which,  while  he  brushes  them  from  one 
part,  fix  in  swarms  upon  anotlier,  and  drive  him  to  de« 
spair  by  their  numbers,  and  the  boldness  and  muhiplicity 
of  their  attacks.  The  postern,  being  of  course  a  prin* 
cipal  point  of  attack.  Father  Aldrovand,  whose  anxiety 
would  not  permit  him  to  be  absent  from  the  walls,  and 
who,  indeed,  where  decency  would  permit,  took  an  oc- 
ciaonal  share  in  the  active  defence  of  the  place,  hasten- 
ed thither  as  the  point  chiefly  in  danger. 

Here  he  found  the  Fleming,  like  a  second  Ajax,  grim 
with  dust  and  blood,  working  with  his  own  hands  the 
great  engine  which  he  had  lately  helped  to  erect,  and  at 
the  same  time  giving  heedful  eye  to  all  tlie  exigencies 
iround. 

'*  How  thinkest  thou  of  this  day's  work  f "    said  the 
monk  in  a  whisper. 
«  Jf^bsr  skills  it  talking  of  it,  father  f'  replied  Y\wnr 
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mock ;  **  thou  art  no  soldier,  and  I  have  no  time  fiir 
words." 

^^  Nay,  take  thy  hreatb,'*  said  the  monk,  tucking  up 
tlie  sleeves  of  his  frock  ;  **  I  will  try  to  help  thee  the 
whilst — although,  Our  Lady  ^ity  me,  I  know  nothing 
of  tliese  strange  devices, — not  even  the  names.  But  our 
rule  commands  us  to  labour;  tliere  ^n  be  no  harm^ 
therefore,  in  turning  this  wincli— or  in  placing  this  steel- 
headed  piece  of  wood  opposite  to  the  cord,  (suiting  hii 
action  to  his  words,)  nor  see  I  ought  uncanonical  in  ad« 
justing  the  lever  thus,  or  in  touching  the  spring."     ^ . 

The  large  bolt  whizzed  through  the  air  as  he  spokc^ 
and  was  so  successfully  aimed,  that  it  struck  down  a 
Welch  chief  of  eminence,  to  whom  Gwenwyn  himself  wai 
in  the  act  of  giving  some  important  charge. 

"  Well  driven,  trthuchei — welt  flown,  quarreUV^  cried 
the  monk,  unable  to  contain  h||  delight,  and  giving,  in 
his  triumph,  the  true  technical  names  to  the  engine,  and 
the  javelin  which  it  discharged. 

'<  And  well  aimed,  monk,"  added  Wilkin  Flammock  ; 
**  I  think  thou  knowest  more  than  is  in  thy  breviary." 

'<  Care  not  thou  for  that,"  said  the  father  ;  ''  and  now 
that  thou  seest  I  can  work  an  engine,  and  that  the  Wekh 
knaves  seem  something  low  in  stomach,  what  think'tt 
thou  of  our  estate  ?" 

"  Well  enough — for  a  bad  one — ^if  we  may  hope  for 
speedy  succour ;  but  men^s  bodies  are  of  flesh,  not  of 
iron,  and  we  may  be  at  last  wearied  out  by  numbers. 
Only  one  soldier  to  four  yards  of  wall,  is  a  fearful  odds; 
and  the  villains  arc  aware  of  it,  and  keep  us  to  sharp 
work." 

The  renewal  of  the  assault  here  broke  ofl!*  their  con- 
versation, nor  did  the  active  enemy  permit  them  to  enioj 
much  repose  until  sunset ;  for,  alarming  them  with 
repeated  menaces  of  attack  upon  different  points, 
besides  making  two  or  tliree  fonnidable  and  furious 
a55auJt5^  they  left  them  scarce  time  to  breathe,  or 
to  take  a  moment's  refrcsbwieul.  X^\.  \.U«  Welsh 
pu/d  a   severe    price    for  ihcw   Uvwenvj  •,   ^ot^  viV^ 
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nodmig  could  exceed  the  bravery  with  wliich  their  men 
repeatedly  advanced  to  the  attack,  those  which  were 
made  latest  in  tiie  day  liad  less  of  animated  desperation 
Ibm  tlieir  first  onset ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  sense 
of  liaving  sustained  great  loss,  and  appreiiension  of  its 
tflects  en  tlie  spirits  of  his  people,  made  nightfall,  and 
ibe  interni|ilion  of  the  contest,  as  acceptable  to  Gwcn- 
wjn  as  to  tlie  exhausted  garrison  of  die  Garde  D  jloureusc. 

Dut  in  die  camp  or  leaguer  of  the  Welch  dicrc  was 
glee  and  triumph,  for  the  loss  of  the  past  day  was  forgot- 
ten in  recollection  of  die  signal  victory  which  had 
ureccded  this  siege;  and  the  dispirited  garrison  could 
Lear  from  Uieir  walls  die  laugh  and  tlie  song,  the  sound 
of  harping  and  gaiety,  which  triumphed  by  anticii>atioQ 
over  dieir  surrender. 

The  sun  was  for  some  time  sunk,  the  twilight  deepen- 
ed, and  night  closed  with  a  blue  and  cloudless  sky,  in 
vhkrh  the  thousand  spaitgles  diat  deck  die  firmament  rc- 
enved'  double  brilliancy  from  some  slight  touch  of  frost, 
aUiough  die  paler  planet,  their  mistress,  was  but  in  her 
first  quarter.     The  necessities  of  the  garrison  were  con- 
liderably  aggravated  by  diat  of  keeping  a  very  strong  and 
watchful  guard,  ill  according  with  the  weakness  of  their 
nombers,  at  a  time  which  appeared  favourable  to  any 
snlden  nocturnal  alarm  ;  and,  so  urgent  was  this  duty, 
that  those  who  had  been  more  slightly  wounded  on  the 
preceding  day,  were  obliged  to  take  their  share  in  it,  not- 
withstanding their  hurts.     The  monk  and  Fleming,  who 
DOW  perfectly  understood  each  other,  went  in  company 
iround  the  walls  at  midnight,  exhorting  the  warders  to 
be  watchful,  and  examining  with  their  own   eyes  the 
itate  of  the  fortress.      It  was  in  the  course  of  these 
rounds,  and  as  they  were  ascending  an  elevated  platform 
by  a  range  of  narrow  and  uneven  steps,  something  gall- 
ing to  the  monk's  tread,  that  they  perceived  on  die  sum- 
rait  to  which  they  were  ascending,  instead  of  the  black 
corslet  of  the  Flemish  sentinel  who  had  been  placed  there, 
two  white  forms,  the  appearance  of  which  struck  WvlWvw 
V\dmmack  with  more  dismay  tiiaii  he  had  shovfu  Aum^ 
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any  of  the  doubtful  events  of  the  preceding  dajr^s  fi 

"  Father,"  he  said,  "  betake  yourself  to  yoiir  loo 
et  spuct — there  are  hobgoblins  hercP' 

The  good  father  had  not  learned  bs  a  priest  to 
the  spiritual  liost,  whom,  as  a  soldier,  he  had  drei 
more  tlian  any  mortal  enemy  ;  but  he  oogan  to  r 
with  chattering  teeth,  the  exorcism  of  tlie  church,  "  i 
juro  vos  omnesj  spiritus  nudignij  magni,  atgue  parti 
when  he  was  interrupted  by  tlie  voice  of  Eveline 
caUed  out,  "  Is  it  you,  Fatlier  Aldrovand  ?" 

Much  lightened  at  heart  by  finding  they  had  no  s 
to  deal  with,  Wilkin  Flammock  and  the  priest  adva 
hastily  to  the  platform,  where  they  found  the  lady 
her  faithful  Rose,  tlie  former  witli  a  half-pike  in  her  I: 
like  a  sentinel  on  duty. 

"  How  is  tliis,  daughter  ?"  said  llie  monk  ;    " 
came  you  licre,  and    thus  armed  ?    and   uhere  is 
sentinel, — the  lazy  Flemish  hound,  that  should  have 
tlie  post  ?" 

**  May  he  not  be  a  lazy  hound,  yet  not  a  Flej 
one,  father  f"  said  Rose,  who  was  ever  owakened 
anything  which  seemed  a  reflection  upon  her  coun 
**  metliiuks,  I  have  heard  of  such  curs  of  English  bre 

*^  Go  to.  Rose,  you  arc  too  malapert  for  a  yc 
maiden,"  said  her  fatlier.  ''  Once  more,  wlier 
Peterkin  Vorst,  wlio  should  have  kept  diis  po^  ?" 

"  Let  him  not  be  blamed  for  my  fault,"  said  Eve) 
pointing  to  a  place  where  the  Flemish  sentinel  la 
tlie  sliade  of  die  battlement  fast  asleep. — '^  He 
overcome  with  toil — had  fought  hard  through  the  < 
and  when  I  saw  him  asleep  as  I  came  hither,  like  a  v 
dering  spirit  that  cannot  take  slumber  or  repose,  I  w< 
not  disturb  the  rest  which  1  envied.  As  be  had  foi 
for  me,  I  might,  I  tliought,  watch  an  hour  for  him  : 
I  took  his  wer.pon  with  the  purpose  of  remaining  i 
till  some  one  should  come  to  relieve  him." 

"  I  will  relieve  the  sclielm,  with  a  vengeance  !" 
Wilkin  Flammock,  and  saluted  \\ve  %\\\wiWT\vv«,^w<dL^ 
irate    warder  witli  two  Vicks,  vA\\c\v  witiL^^  Vv«  ^' 
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datter.  Tbe  man  started  to  his  feet  in  no  small  alarm, 
irbich  be  would  have  communicated  to  the  next  senti- 
nels and  to  the  whole  garrison,  by  crying  out  that  the 
VtTelch  were  upon  the  walls,  had  not  the  monk  covered 
bis  broad  mouth  with  his  hand  just  as  the  roar  wai 
JMuing  forth. — "  Peace,  and  get  thee  down  to  the  under 
hqrlcy,"  said  he  ; — '^  thou  desei^vest  death,  by  all  the 
priicies  of  war — but,  look  ye,  varlet,  and  see  who  has 
Mved  your  wortliless  neck,  by  watching  while  you  were 
dreaming  of  swine's  flesh  and  beer-pots." 

The  Fleming,  altliough  as  yet  but  half  awake,  was  suf- 
ficiently conscious  of  his  situation,  to  sneak  off  without 
reply,  after  two  or  three  awkward  congees,  as  well  to 
Eveline  as  to  those  by  whom  his  repose  had  been  so 
unceremoniously  interrupted. 

^  He  deserves  to  be  tied  neck  and  heel,  the  hounds- 
fiiot,"  said  Wilkin.  ^*  But  what  would  you  have,  lady  ? 
My  countrymen  cannot  live  without  rest  or  sleep."  So 
saying,  lie  gave  a  yawn  so  wide  as  if  he  bad  proposed 
to  swallow  one  of  the  turrets  at  an  angle  of  the  platform 
on  which  he  stood,  as  if  it  had  only  garnished  a  Christ- 
mas pasty. 

"  True,  good  Wilkin,"  said  Eveline  ;  "  and  do  you 
therefore  take  some  rest,  and  trust  to  my  watchfulness, 
at  least  till  the  guards  are  relieved.  I  cannot  sleep  if 
I  would,  and  I  would  not  if  I  could^ 

"  Thanks,  lady,"  said  FlammocE  ;  "  and  in  truth, 
as  this  is  a  centrical  place,  and  the  rounds  must  pass  in 
an  hour  at  fanhcst,  I  will  e'en  close  my  ryes  for  such  a 
space,  for  the  lids  feci  as  heavy  as  flood-gates." 

"  O,  fatlier,  fatlier  !"  exclaimed  Rose,. alive  to  her 
sire's  unccreaionious  neglect  of  decorum — "  think  where 
you  are,  and  in  whose  presence  !" 

"  Ay,  ay,  good  Flammock,"  said  the  monk,  "  remem- 
ber the  presence  of  a  noble  Norman  maiden  is  no  place 
for  folding  of  cloaks  and  donning  of  nightcaps." 

'^  Ijct  him  alone,  father,"  said  Eveline,  who  in  atiollvoi 
moment  might  have  siuilcd  at  tiie  readiness  Vi'wVvviVkV^ 
m/A'Aj  Flammock  folded  ijjjnself  in  his  \\uce  cVo^V.^  «r 
'ncIoJhls  substantial  form  on  the  stone  \}cvic\i,^ti^  ^W^ 
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B  WeWi  nrrows,  wlien  doing  so  couM  give  r 
Millars  ;  while  I — »hamc  on  me — conlrl  btil  tremble,  i 
and  WGP]),  and  ni^cdcd  all  the  little  wii  I  Iinve  to  prtn 
my  sliotiiing  with  the  wild  cries  of  ihe  Welrti,  or  screi 

^^^■e  and  groaning  with  those  of   our   friends  wlio  I 

^^Hmund  me." 

^^V^'  Alas  !  Rose,"  answered  her  nitstres!:,  "  you  may 

^^^fensttre  indulge  joiir  fcnre  to  liie  verge  of  distncd 
ilscif — you  have  a  fuilier  lo  figlil  and  wnteh  for  ] 
Mine — my  kind,  noble,  and  honoured  parent,  lies  ri 
ODyon<ler  field,  and  all  H-hich  remains  for  nic  is  lo  act 

■Ry  best  become  his  niemoiy.  Btit,  ihis  moment  it 
|si  mine,  lo  ibink  upon  and  to  mourn  for  him." 
So  saying,  and  overpowered  by  the  long-reprc 
irsl  of  filial  sorrow,  she  sunk  down  on  the  bnnquO 
which  ran  along  the  inside  of  iho  embattled  parapet 
the  ptalfQim,  and  nnirmuring  10  lici-self,  *'  He  is  ga 
forever !"  abandoned  herself  to  the  extremity  of  gri 
One  hand  grasped  iinconscioasly  the  wenpon  which  il 
held,  and  served,  at  the  same  time,  to  prop  her  forcb< 
while  the  tears,  by  whicli  she  was  now  for  the  first  til 

■Bvc<I,  flowed  in  torrents  from  her  eyes,  and  her  so 
rned  so  convulsive,  that  Rose  almost  feared  her  het 
I  bursting.  Her  affection  and  sympathy  dictated' 
e  the  kindest  cotirse  which  Eveline's  eondition.jM 
Riiitcd.  Without  attempting  to  control  the  torrent  ■ 
grief  in  its  full  current,  she  gently  sat  her  down  besu 
ihe  mourner,  and  jmssessing-  herself  of  the  hand  v  '  * 
liad  sunk  motionless  by  her  side,  she  alternately  |i 
tt  to  her  lips,  her  bosom,  and  her  brow — now  corered 
with  kisses,  now  bedewed  it  with  tears,  and  amid  the 
tokens  of  the  most  devoted  and  humble  sympathy,  n 
ed  a  more  composed  moment  to  offer  her  little  stock  > 
consolation  in  stich  deep  silence  and  stillness,  tJiat  1 
the  pale  light  fell  upon  the  two  beautiful  young  wtmM 
h  seemed  rather  to  show  a  grotip  of  statuary,  the  m 
of  tome  eminent  sculptor,  ihan  beings  whose  eyes  n 
nvpt,  and  irfiose  liearts  sliU  \\«ohbP.d.  At  a  H  "  " 
Wtttf^i  ^>^  £/camiDg  corslet  o(  liic  T\tn\TO^,  i 


VnS  BETSOTUED* 

pnnents  of  Fatlier  Aldrovnnd,  as  tlicy  lay  prostrate  on 
tk  stone  steps,  might  represent  the  bodies  of  those  for 
wfaocn  the  principal  figures  were  mourning. 

After  a  deep  agony  of  many  minutes,  it  seemed  that 
Ae  sorrows  of  Cveline  were  assuming  a  more  compos- 
id  character  ;  her  convulsive  sobs  were  changed  for  long, 
tr,  profound  sighs,  and  the  course  of  her  tears,  tliough 
yslill  flowed,  was  milder  and  less  violent.  Iler  kind 
ittendant,  availing  herself  of  diese  gentler  symptoms, 
tried  softly  to  win  tlic  spear  from  her  lady's  grasp.  *'  I^t 
me  be  sentinel  (or  a  while,''  she  said,  ^'  my  sweet  lady 
—I  will  at  least  scream  louder  than  you,  if  any  danger 
diDuld  approach."  She  ventured  to  kiss  her  chock  and 
throw  ber  arms  around  Eveline's  neck  while  slie  spoke  ; 
but  a  mute  caress,  which  expressed  her  sense  of  the 
faithful  girl's  kind  intentions  to  minister  if  |>ossible  to  her 
npose,  was  tlic  only  answer  returned.  They  remained 
far  many  minutes  silent  and  in  the  same  ))osture, — Eve- 
faie,  like  an  upright  and  slender  iM)plar, — Rose,  who 
eneircled  ber  lady  in  her  arms,  like  the  woodbine  which 
twines  around  it. 

At  length  Rose  suddenly  felt  her  young  mistress  shiver 
in  ber  embrace,  and  that  Eveline's    hand    grasjied    her 
rigidly  as  she  whispered,  *'  Do  vou  hear  nothing  ?" 

"  No — nothing  but  the  hooting  of  tlie  owl,"  answer- 
ed Rose  timorously. 

"  1  heard  a  distant  sound,"  said  Eveline, — "  I  tliought 
I  heard  it — ^hark,  it  comes  again — Look  from  the  battle- 
neots,  Rose,  while  1  awaken  the  priest  and  thy  father." 

•'  Dearest  lady,"  said  Rose,  "  I  dare  not — ^What  can 
this  sound  be  that  is  heard  by  one  only  } — ^You  are  de- 
ceived by  tlie  rusli  of  the  river." 

**  1  would  not  alarm  the  castle  unnecessarily,"  said 
Eveline,  pausjng,  *'  or  even  break  your  father's  needful 
iluinbers,  by  a  fancy  of  mine — But  hark — ^liark  ! — I  hear 
k  again— distinct  amidst  the  intermitting  sound  of  tho 
nisliing  water,— a  low  tremulous  sound,  minglud  with  a  . 
tinkling  like  uniibs  or  Mrmourers  at  work  Ai\KttV  \3acivt  ^3^ 
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Rose  had  by  this  time  sprung  up  on  the  baiwyirtlB^  ai 
flinging  hark  her  rich  tresses  of  fair  hair,  bad  appBdl 
lier  liand  behind  her  ear  to  collect  the  disfam  wamL 
"  I  hear  it/'  she  cried,  **  and  it  increases— Awike  ibaii 
for  Heaven's  sake,  and  without  a  moment's  deiaj  !*    ^ 

Eveihie  accordingly  stirred  the  sleepers  with  the  ra^ 
versed  end  of  the  laiicc,  and  as  they  started  to  tlieir  fart 
in  haste,  she  whispered,  in  a  hasty  but  cautioua  vqidSi 
"To  anns^ — ^the  Welch  arc  upon  us  !" 

'«  What— where  f "  said  Wilkin  Flaminock,— «« vbaM 
be  tlicy  r" 

"  Listen,  and  you  will  hear  them  arming,"  she  rcpfcJi 

"  The  noise  is  but  in  thine  own  fancy,  lady/'  said  dv 
Flennn^;,  whose  organs  were  of  the  same  hcavj  dnf* 
acter  wiili  his  rorni  and  his  disposition.  *^  I  would  1  hti 
not  gone  to  sleep  at  all,  since  1  was  to  be  awakened  aft 
soon."  ■ « 

"  Nay,  Lilt  listen,  good  Flammock— the  aoimd  4 
armour  comes  from  the  north-east." 

"  The  Welch  lie  not  in  tliat  quarter,  kdy,"  said  Wl- 
kin,  "  and,  besides,  they  wear  no  armour." 

**  1  hear  it — 1  hear  it  !"  said  Father  Aldrovand,  uba 
had  been  listening  for  some  tunc.  **  AU  praise  to  Su 
Uenedict ! — Our  I^dy  of  the  Garde  Dolourcuse  has  beoi 
gracious  to  her  servants  as  ever  ! — It  is  tlic  tramp  of 
horse — it  is  the  clash  of  armour — tlie  chivalry  of  tba 
Marches  arc  coming  to  our  relief — Kyric  Eleisou  !" 

**  I  hear  something  too,"  said  Flammock, — "  some^ 
thing  like  the  hollow  sound  of  the  great  sea,  when  it  bunt 
into  u)y  neighbour  Klinkermaii's  warehouse,  and  ndkd 
his  pots  and  puns  against  each  other.  But  it  were  aa 
evil  mistake,  father,  to  lake  foes  for  friends — wcwera 
best  rouse  tlie  |ieople." 

^*  Tush  !"  said  the  priest,  "  talk  to  me  of  pots  and 

kettles  ? — Was  1  squire  of  tlie  body  to  Count  Stephea 

Maulevcrcr  for  twenty  years,  and  do  I  not  know  the 

tramp  nf  a  war-horse,  or  tlie  clasli  of  a  inail*coat  ?— * 

^SBui  call  tlie  men  to  the  waUa  al  aaN  v%v&^  %sid  \!uk««  ua 
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the  best  drawn  up  in  the  bdse-court — vre  tnny  help  them 
hj  ft  sftlly." 

^  Tliat  will  not  be  rashly  undertaken  with  my  consent,'* 
murmured  the  Fleming  ;  '*  but  to  the  wall  if  you  will, 
and  in  good  time.  But  keep  your  Normans  and  English 
iilent.  Sir  Priest,  else  their  unruly  and  noisy  joy  will 
awaken  the  Welch  camp,  and  prepare  tliem  for  their  un« 
vekotne  visiters.'' 

The  monk  laid  his  finger  on  his  lip  in  sign  of  intelli- 
gence, and  tlicy  parted  in  opposite  directions,  each  to 
rouse  the  defenders  of  the  castle,  wlio  were  soon  heard 
drawing  from  aU  quarters  to  their  posts  upon  the  walls, 
with  hearts  in  a  very  different  mooa  from  that  in  which 
tbey  had  descended  from  them.  Tlie  utmost  caution 
being  used  to  prevent  noise,  the  manning  of  the  wulls 
was  accomplished  in  silence,  and  the  garrison  awaited  in 
bieatidess  expectation  the  success  of  the  forces  who  were 
lapidiy  advancing  to  their  relief. 

The  character  of  the  sounds,  which  now  loudly  awak- 
ened the  silence  of  this  eventful  night,  could  no  longer 
be  mistaken.  They  were  distinguishable  from  the  rush- 
ing of  a  mighty  river,  or  from  the  muttering  sound  of 
distant  thunder,  by  tlie  sharp  and  angry  notes  which  the 
clashing  of  the  riders'  arms  mingled  with  tlie  deep  bass 
of  the  horses'  rapid  tread.  From  the  long  continuance 
of  the  sounds,  their  k>udness,  and  the  extent  of  hori- 
son  firom  which  they  seemed  to  come,  all  in  the  castle 
were  satisfied  that  the  approaching  relief  consisted  of 
several  very  strong  bodies  of  horse.  ^  At  once  this  niigh- 
tj  sound  ceased,  as  if  the  earth  on  which  they  trod  had 
either  devoured  the  armed  squadrons,  or  had  become 
incapable  of  resounding  to  their  tramp.  The  defenders 
of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  concluded  that  their  friends 
had  made  a  sudden  halt,  to  give  their  horses  breath,  ex- 
amine the  leaguer  of  the  enemy,  and  settle  the  order  of 
the  attack  upon  tliem.  The  pause,  however,  was  but 
momentary. 

The  British,  so  alert  at  surprising  tlieir  enemve^)  V(«t^ 
P*     ro£0,  /. 
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themselves,  on  many  occasions,  liable  to  surprise.    Thoir 
men  were  undisciplined,  and  sometimes  negligent  of  the. 
patient  duties  of  the  sentinel;  and,  besides,  their  foragen 
and  flying  parties,  ubo  scoured  the  country  during  the 

[^receding  day,  had  brought  back  tidings  which  had 
ulled  tliein  into  fatal  security.  Their  camp  badi 
been  therefore  carelessly  guarded,  and,  confident  in 
the  suialliicss  of  the  garrison,  they  had  altogether 
neglected  the  important  military  duty  of  establlshiag 
patrols  and  out|)osts  at  a  proper  distance  from  their  main 
body.  Thus  the  cavalry  of  the  Lords  Marchers,  not- 
withstanding the  noise  which  acompanied  their  advance^ 
had  approached  very  near  the  British  camp,  witliout 
exciting  the  least  alarm.  But  while  they  were  arrang- 
ing their  forces  into  separate  columns,  in  order  to  coRh- 
mence  the  assault,  a  loud  and  increasing  cionaour  ainong 
the  Welch  announced  that  they  were  at  length  aware  ot 
their  danger.  The  shrill  and  discordant  cries  by  wtuch 
they  endeavoured  to  assemble  tlieir  men,  each  under  the 
Imnner  of  his  chief,  resoimdcd  from  their  leaguer.  But 
these  rallying  shouts  were  soon  converted  into  screams 
and  clamours  of  horror  and  dbmay,  when  the  thundering 
charge  of  the  barbed  horses  and  heavily  armed  cavdfj  <h 
the  Anglo-Normans  surprised  their  undefended  camp. 

Yet  not  even  under  circumstances  so  ach'erse  did  ifa^ 
descendants  of  the  ancient  Britons  renounce  their  de- 
fence, or  forfeit  their  old  hereditary  privilege,  to  be 
called  tlie  bravest  of  mankind.  Their  cries  of  defionoe 
and  resistance  were  heard  resounding  above  the  groaaft 
of  the  wounded,  tiie  shouts  of  the  triumphant  assailaota^ 
and  tlie  universal  tumult  of  the  night-battle.  It  was  not 
until  the  moniing  light  began  to  peep  forth,  that  the 
slaughter  or  dispersion  of  Gwenwyn's  forces  was  conw 
pletc,  and  that  tlie  '^  eorthquake  voice  of  victory"  arose 
m  uncontrolled  and  unniinglcd  energy  of  cxultatioD. 

Then  tlie  besieged,  if  they  could  be  still  so  termed, 

looking  from  their  towers  over  the  expanded   country 

beneathf  witnessed    notliing  but  one  wide-spread  scene 

of  desultory  flight  and  v\nre\a'x.ei  ^MTSviWk     T\nl  the 

Welch  had  been  permitted  to  encuiwp  m  ^^svcifc^  wnkXDX!| 
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npn  Ae  hither  side  of  (he  river,  now  rendered  thrir 
discQinfiture  more  dreadfully  fatal.  Tlic  single  pass  by 
rtuch  they  could  cross  to  the  other  side  was  soon  coni- 
jiletcly  choked  by  fugitives,  on  whose  .  rear  raged  tho 
swords  of  the  victorious  Normans.  Many  threw  them- 
selves iuto  the  river,  ni)on  the  precarious  chance  of 
gaining  the  farther  side,  and,  except  a  few  who 
verc  uncommonly  strong,  skilful,  and  active,  perish- 
ed among  the  rocks  and  in  the  currents ;  others  more 
fortunate,  escaped  liy  fords  with  which  they  had  ac- 
cidently  been  made  acquainted  ;  many  dispersed, 
or,  in  small  bands,  fled  in  reckless  despair  towards  tlic 
castle,  as  if  df?  fortress,  which  had  beat  them  off  when 
victoriotis,  could  be  a  place  of  refuge  to  tliem  in  their 
present  forlorn  coiidition  ;  while  others  roamed  wildly 
over  tlie  plain,  seeking  only  escape  from  immediate  and 
iostant  danger,  without  knowing  whither  they  ran. 

T!ie  Normans,  incauwhile,  divided  into  small  parties, 
fidlowcd  and  slaughtered  them  at  pleasure  ;  while,  as  a 
rallying  point  for  the  victors,  the  banner  of  Hugo  do 
Lacy  streamed  from  a  small  mount,  on  which  Gwcnwyn 
bad  lately  pitched  his  own,  and  surrounded  by  a  com- 
petent force,  botli  of  infantry  and  horsemen,  which  tho 
experienced  Baron  permitted  on  no  account  to  wander 
hr  from  it. 

The  rest,  as  we  have  already  said,  followed  the  chase 
with  shouts  of  exultation  and  of  vengeance,  ringing 
around  the  battlements,  which  resounded  with  the  cries, 
•*  Ha,  Saint  Edward  ! — Ha,  St.  Dennis  ! — Strike — slay 
— no  quarter  to  the  V/elch  wolves — think  on  llayinond 
Berenger  !** 

The  soldiers  on  the  walls  joined  in  these  vengeful  and 
victorious  clamours,  and  discharged  several sheavesof 
arrows  upon  such  fugitives,  as,  in  their  extremity,  ap- 
proached too  near  the  castle.  They  would  fain  have 
sallied  to  give  more  active  assistance  in  the  work  of  de- 
struction, but  the  communication  being  now  open  with  the 
Constable  of  Chester's  forcusy  Wilkin  Fkimnock  cousv^- 
ered  himself  and  the  garrison  to  be  under  l\\c  otvieis  ol 
that  rcdioimed  chief,  and  rcfu^Q^  to  Usleu  \.o  \ViQ  ^vv^'^^ 
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admonitions  of  Fatlior  AMrovtnd,  who  voaldy 
standing  his  sacerdotal  character,  have  wiUing^ 
taken  charge  of  tlie  sally  which  he  proposed. 

At  length  the  scene  of  slaughter  seemed  at  an  ead. 
The  retreat  was  blown  on  many  a  bugle,  and  kD^taliab> 
ed  on  the  plain  to  collect  their  personal  followers,  muster 
them  under  their  proper  pennon,  and  tlien  oiaiched 
tliem  slowly  back  to  tlie  great  standard  of  their  leader, 
-around  which  tlie  main  body  were  agam  to  be 
bled,  like  the  clouds  which  gather  around  the 
sun — a  fanciful  simile,  which  might  yet  be  drawn  ftrtfaeit 
in  respect  of  the  level  rays  of  strong  lurid  light  wbidi 
shot  from  tliose  dark  battalions,  as  tlie  beams  were  fluf 
back  from  their  polished  armour. 

The  plain  was  in  this  manner  soon  cleared  of  iIm 
horsemen,  and  remained  only  occupied  bj  the  deid 
bodies  of  the  slaughtered  Welchmen.  The  buida  wkk 
had  followed  the  pursuit  to  a  greater  distance  were  abo 
now  seen  returning,  driving  before  them,  or  dragging 
after  them,  dejected  and  unhappy  captives,  to  whom  ibew 
had  given  quarter  when  their  thirst  of  blood  was  satiated. 
It  was  tlien  that,  desirous  to  attract  the  attention  of 
his  liberators,  Wilkin  Flammock  commanded  all  the 
banners  of  the  castle  to  be  displayed,  under  a  generd 
shout  of  acclamation  from  those  who  had  fought  imdcr 
them.  It  was  answered  by  an  universal  ciy  of  joy  Iraa 
De  Lacy's  army,  which  rung  so  wide,  as  might  even  yet 
have  startled  such  of  the  Weigh  fugitives,  as,  far  diatom 
from  this  disastrous  field  of  flight,  might  have  ventured 
to  halt  for  a  moment's  repose. 

Presently  after  tliis  greeting  had  been  exchanged,  a 
single  rider  advanced  from  the  Constable's  annj 
towards  the  castle,  showing,  even  at  a  distance,  an  oih 
usual  dexterity  of  horsemanship  and  grace  of  deport- 
ment. He  arrived  at  tlie  drawbridge,  which  was  instant- 
ly lowered  to  admit  him,  whilst  Flammock  and  the 
monk,  (for  the  latter,  as  far  as  he  could,  associated  him- 
self with  the  former  in  all  acts  of  authority ^^  hastened 
forccesre  ihe  envov  of  llicir  WberaxoT.    TYlc^j  ^o>su^\agBBL 
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jnst  aligbtiMl  from  the  rnrcn-colourcd  liorso,  whk Ji  wn» 
sligblly   flecked   witli  blood  os  well  ns  foam,  nnd  still 
paiiled  with  the  .exertions  of  tiie  evening  ;  tlioiigliy  aii- 
iwering  to  the  raressing  hand  of  his  youthful  lidcr,  ho 
irclied  bis  neek,  shook  his  steel  cnpariison,  and  snorted 
10  announce  his  unabated  mettle  and  unwearied  k>ve  of 
combat.      The  young  man's  eagle  look  bore  the  same 
token   of  unabated  vigour,    mingled   with  tiie  signs  of 
recent  exertion.     His  helmet  hanging  at  his  saddle-bow, 
siiowcd  a  gallant  countenance,  coloured  highly,  but  not 
iafijiued,  which  looked  out  from  a  rich  profusion  of  short 
L'bcsnut  cui'is ;  and  altlioiigh  his  armour  was  of  a  inassivo 
aad  simple  form,  he  naovefl  under  it  wiih  such  elasticity 
and  ease,  thai  it  seemed  a  graceful  attire,  not  a  burden  or 
ioctLnhrance.     A  furred  mantle  had  not  sat  on  him  with 
mare  easy  grace  than  the  heavy  hauberk  which  compli- 
ed with  every  gesture  of  his  noble  form.     Yet  his  cou[>- 
Inumcc  was  so  juver.ilc,  that  only  the  down  on  the  upper 
lip  aimounced  decisively  the  approach  to  manhood.    The 
females,  who  tlirongcd  into  tiie  court  to  see  the  first  en- 
voy of  their  deliverers,  could  not  forbear  mixing  praises 
of  his  beauty  with  blessings  on  his  valour ;  and  one  come- 
ly middle-aged  dame,  in  particular,  distn>guished  by  the 
tightness  With  which   her  scarlet  hose  sat  on  a  well- 
shaped  leg  and  ancle,  and  by  the  cleanness  of  her  coif, 
pressed  close  up  to  the  young  squire,  and,  n>orc  forward 
than  tlie  rest,  doubled  the  crunson  hue  of  his  cheek,  by 
crying  aloud,  that  Our  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse 
Lad  sent  tliem  news  of  their  redemption   by  an  angel 
from  the  sanctuary  ; — a  speech  which,  although  Father 
Aldrovand  shook  his  head,  was  received  by  her  compan- 
ions wid)  such  general  acclamation,  as  greatly  embarrass- 
ed the  young  man's  mod^^Jty. 

**  Peace,  all  of  ye!"  said  Wilkin  Flammock — •*  know 
you  no  respects,  you  women,  or  have  you  never  seen  a 
young  gentleman  l)efore,  ttiat  you  hang  on  him  like  flies 
on  a  honey-Comb  f  Stand  aback,  I  say,  and  let  us  hear 
in  peace'  what  are  ihe  coiiiinamis  of  tho.  noblo  li^i^  ^ 


. ..  ^tuKT  grace  a  lady  c 
"  Now  hold  thy  tongiiCy  with 
inonk  ;  wliilc  hi  the  same  hreath  th 
•'  Boware  the  cncking-slool,  Dam 
li'liile  ho  conducted  the  nolJe  youtl 
"  Le*  my  i;ood  horse  he  cared  ft 
lier,    as  he  |)ut  the  bridle  into  the  ha 
ill  doing  so  got  rid  of  some  part  of 
who  began  to  put  and  praise  the  stei 
liad  done  the  rider ;    and  some,  in 
their  joy,  hardly  abstained  from  kiss 
horse  furniture. 

But  Dame  Gillian  was  not  so  ea 
her  own  point  as  were  some  of  her  c 
continued  to  repeat  the  word,  cuch 
Fleming  was  out  of  hearing,  and  tli 
specific  in  her  objurgation. — "And  w 
pray,  Sir  Wilkin  Buttorfirkiu  f  You  i 
stop  an  English  mouth  with  a  Flemish 
trow  !  Marry  qnep,  my  cousin  the  w 
the  cucking-stool,  I  pray  .^— rbecause 
comely,  and  the  young  squire  is  a  m 
crcncc  to  his  beard  that  is  to  comf  «' 
eyes  to  soj^  ••'"'*  ' 
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^  Home,  housewife — home!**  exclaimed  her  husband, 
tile  old  huntsman,  who  was  weary  of  this  public  exhibi- 
tioD  of  his  domestic  termagant — ^'  home,  or  I  will  give 
you  a  taste  of  my  dog-leash — Here  are  both  the  confes- 
and  Wilkin  Flammock  wondering  at  your  impudence.** 

**  indeed  !"  replied  Gillian  ;  '*  and  are  not  two  fools 

»ugh  for  wonderment,  that  you  must  come  with  yotur 
grave  pate  to  make  up  tlie  number  three  ?** 

There  was  a  general  laugh  at  the  huntsman's  expense, 
nnder  cover  of  which  he  prudently  withdrew  his  spouse, 
without  attempting  to  continue  the  war  of  tongues,  in 
which  she  had,  shown  such  a  decided  superiority. 

This  controversy,  so  light  is  the  change  in  human  spirits, 
especially  among  the  lower  class,  awakened  bursts  of 
idle  mirth  among  beings  who  had  so  lately  been  in  the 
jawB  of  danger,  if  not  of  absolute  despair. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Tbej  bora  him  barefaced  on  his  bicff 

Six  proper  youths  Dud  tall, 
And  many  a  tear  bedew'd  his  giBva 

Within  yon  kirfc-yard  wall. 

7V^  Friar  of  Orden  Orwy. 

While  these  matters  took  place  in  the  castle-yard,  tha 
young  squire,  Damian  Lacy,  obtained  the  audience 
which  he  had  requested  of  Eveline  Berenger,  who  re- 
ceived him  in  the  great  hall  of  the  castle,  seated  be- 
neath the  dais,  or  canopy,  and  waited  upon  by  Rose, 
and  other  female  attendants  ;  of  whom  the  first  alone 
was  permitted  to  use  a  tabouret,  or  small  stool,  in  her 
presence,  so  strict  were  the  Norman  maidens  of  quality 
in  maintaining  their  claims  to  high  rank  and  obsct^^Tvct^« 
The  youth  wms  introduced  by  the  confessor  anAYVwo- 
moc^,  as  the  spiritual  character  of  the   one,  wiA  ^ 


lOb 


TAI.E»   or  TUB   CBC9JUIERS' 


,  fcuBi  reposed  by  her  laic  fiirber  in  ttie  other,  audtorlJ 
Ubwii  lo  be  present  upon  iho  occasion.  Eveline  0«to— " 
^■■shed.  as  slic  advancod  two  stops  to  receive  the  h 
^■Kdc  youiliful  envoy  ;  and  her  Itashfiilnrss  scrmed 
^■Ciioii^i  for  it  Mas  witli  foine  cnnfuslnn  tlisl  Don 
^H^l  lliruiigli  llie  rcrc-mon}'  nf  snlulJDg  rlic  liand  ifh 
^He  ostcitdud  loit.ards  liim  in  tol^en  ol  vvL-lcome.  K^ 
^Ke  n-ns  tiiidcr  \lic  rieccsttity  of  sircakiiig  first. 
^■(H  Wo  advance  as  fur  as  uui'  Jiiniis  will  iwritiil  d 
^Bb  did,  "  to  greet  wjili  our  thuiikG  llie  mcsHeRger  D 
^^^ga  as  lidiiii^  of  sal'i'iy.  We  ^>cuk — urJi-ss  1 
^E-to  tilt?  iwljle  Dnmion  of  Lacy?" 
^^^  To  tlie  liiimbltsi  of  your  servnms,*'  ansn-entd  I 
|b«ii,  (oiling  niib  somtt  difitculiy  into  ibc  tone  of  eo 
^■igr  vlrnh  liis  crraiid  and  cliuraclcr  rc(|nircd,  **  wlio  1 
^Hoiiclics  you  on  btiialfof  liis  nolle  uuclc,  Hugo  d»  1 
^ht  ConstiiWe  oT  Chcsler." 
^K"  Will  not  our  noble  deliverer  in  person  Lcnoiir  v 
^Bi  presence  tlic  poor  dnclbng  ivliii  h  lie  bus  saired  ?** 
^H"  My  noble  kinsman,"  anstvored  Dainiatt,  "is  n 
^Hpd's  Goidicri  nnd  bound  by  a  row  not  to  come  hctm 
^Hroof  until  he  embark  for  thu  Holy-Lnnd.  But  by  i 
^^bcc  hccongratiihiles  you  on  the  dcfcut  of  ycur  savi 
^Bemies,  and  sends  you  tJiese  tokens  that  tbo  comn 
^Bd  friend  of  your  noble  father  balb  not  left  his  lamen 
^Hb  death  many  hours  unavenged."  So  saying,  be  cL 
^^ptl)  aitd  laid  belbre  Eveline  ibe  gold  bracelets, 
^Bronei,  and  the  Eudorohaivg,  or  chain  of  linked  jpi 
^H^tcJi  bad  di:?tingui»bed  ili<i  rank  of  the  Welch  PriBOl 
^C**  Cwcnwyn  bath  than  fallen  f "  said  Eveline,  a  vwi 
Hpudder  combating  with  itie  feelings  of  gratified  1 
^nanee,  as  she  beheld  tJiat  the  Iropbits  were  specked  yi 
^B^d, — "The  skyer  of  my  father  is  no  more  !" 
^K^**  My  kinsman's  Unce  trunsGsed  tlie  Driton  as  ha  i 
^Bjkvourcd  to  rally  his  Hyln^;  people — lie  died  gt'unfff 
^HtwcajWD  nlticb  had  passed  more  than  a  failiom  tlura 
^^m  body,  and  exerted  his  last  sireugih  in  «  furiom 
^H^g^^  blow  nith  lii$  inace." 
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"  Heaven  is  just,"  said  Eveline  ;   ^*  may  his  sins  be 

foipren  to  the  man  of  blood,  since  he  hath  fallen  by  a 

death  so  bloody  ! — One  question  1  would  ask  you,  noble 

sir.     My  father's  remains — "  she  paused,  unable  to 

proceed. 

*'  An  hour  will  place  them  at  your  disposal,  most 
bonoured  lady,"  replied  the  squire,  in  a  tone  of  syrapatiiy 
trhich  tlie  sorrows  of  so  youn.i;  and  so  fair  an  orphan 
railed  irresistibly  forJi.  **  Such  preparations  as  time 
admitted  were  making  even  when  I  left  tlic  host,  to  trans- 
port what  was  mortal  of  the  noble  Berenger  from  the 
field  on  which  we  found  him,  amid  a  monument  of  slain 
which  his  own  sword  had  raised.  My  kinsman's  vow 
vill  not  allow  him  to  pass  your  portcullis  ;  but,  with  your 
permission,  1  will  represent  him,  if  such  be  your  pleas- 
ure, at  these  honoured  obsequies,  having  charge  to  that 
effect." 

^'  My  brave  and  noble  father,"  said  Eveline,  making 
an  effort  to  restrain  her  tears,  "  will  be  best  mourned 
by  the  noble  and  the  brave."  She  would  have  continu- 
ed, but  her  voice  failed  her,  and  she  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  abruptly,  in  order  to  give  vent  to  her  sorrow, 
and  prepare  for  the  funeral  rites  with  such  ceremony 
as  circumstances  should  permit.  Damian  bowed  to  the 
departing  mourner  as  reverently  as  he  would  have  done 
to  a  divinity,  and  taking  his  horse,  returned  to  his  un- 
cle's host,  which  had  encamped  hastily  on  the  recent 
field  of  battle. 

The  sun  was  now  high,  and  the  whole  plain  present- 
ed tlie  appearance  of  a  bustle,  equally  different  from  the 
solitude  of  the  early  morning,  and  from  the  roar  and 
fury  of  tlie  subsequent  engagement.  Tlie  news  of  Hu- 
go de  Lacy's  victory  every  where  spread  abroad  with 
all  the  alacrity  of  triumph,  and  had  induced  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  tlie  country,  who  had  fled  before  the 
fury  of  the  Wolf  of  Plinlimmon,  to  return  to  their  deso- 
late habitations.  Numbers  also  of  loose  and  profligate 
characters  whJch  abound  ia  a  country  subject  lo  V\\e  (i^* 
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ffaent  changes  of  n-ar,  had  flocked  thilher  In  quesi  i 
Kjioit,  or  to  grniify  a  spifii  of  restless  ciitioEiiy.  Tl 
Jew  Hiid  the  IjombiirtI,  despising  danger  wliirre  iba 
was  n  clmncG  of  gain,  might  be  pirendy  seen  trarlerii 
liquors  mid  wnres  KJih  the  \'ictorioits  mGn-al-anns,  i 
the  blood-stained  umaments  of  gold  btcly  n'orn  by  ri 
defcati'd  British.  Others  arlod  as  brokers  [>etn-ixt  ll 
Welch  cftpiives  and  their  captors  ;  and  where  they  oN 
trust  the  means  and  good  faith  of  the  former,  sotnelini 
became  bound  for,  or  even  advanced  in  ready  nmNj 
the  sums  necessary  for  their  ransom  ;  nliitst  a  mora  al 
tneroiis  class  became  ihcmsetvcs  the  piirrlmsvrs  of  ditil 
prisoners  who  had  no  immediate  means  of  seltliag  «i 
llicir  eon<]tierors.  i 

That  the  spoil  ibiis  acquired  iiitglil  not  long  encui 
ber  the  soldier,  or  bloni  his  ardour  for  farther  enw 
prise,  the  usual  means  of  dissipating  military  speiism 
already  at  hand.  Couitezans,  mimes,  jugglers,  miusirei 
and  lale-tcllcrs  of  every  description,  had  accompaut^ 
die  niglit-niareh  ;  and,  secure  in  the  military  reputuii 
of  the  celebrated  Dc  Lacy,  had  rested  feiirlestly  i 
some  little  distance  until  the  battle  nas  fought  and  wo 
These  now  approached,  in  many  a  joyous  group,  to  eoi 
ICnilulate  the  victors.  Close  to  the  parlies  which  dH 
formed  for  ihe  dance,  the  song,  or  the  talc,  upon  tbft.y 
Uopdy  field,  the  countrymen,  simimoiied  in  for  the  M 
I>osc'  were  opening  large  trenches  for  depositing  the  OM 
^leeches  were  seen  lending  ilie  wounded — priests  M 
innnks  confessing  those  in  cxircmfiy — soldiers  trnnspiK 
ing  from  the  field  llie  bodies  of  the  more  boncian 
among  the  slain — peasants  mourning  over  their  tTnindl 
crops  and  plundered  habitations — and  widows  and  a 
phans  searching  for  the  bodies  of  husbands  aud  parent 
nmid  the  promiscuous  carnage  of  two  combats.  Thi 
woe  mingled  her  wildest  notes  with  tliose  of  jubilee  an 
bacchanal  triumph,  and  the  plain  of  the  Garde  Doloiii 

r  fonaed  a  singular  parallel  to  tlie  varied  maze  of  bn 
"'        lere  joy  and  griet  are  so  STMv^fV'j   ntvod 
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mnd  where  the  confines  of  mirth   and  pleasure  ofiea 
border  on  those  of  sorrow  and  of  death. 

About  noon  these  various  noises  were  at  once  silenced, 

and  the  attention  alike  of  tliose  who  rejoiced   or  who 

grieved  was  arrested  by  the  loud  and  mournful  sound 

of  six  trumpets,  which,  uplifting  and  uniting  their  thril-* 

Ebg  tones  in  a  wild  and  melancholy  death-note,  ap- 

C'zed  all,  that  the  obsequies  of  the  valiant  Raymond 
renger  were  about  to  commence.  From  a  tent, 
which  had  been  hastily  pitched  for  the  immediate  re- 
ception of  the  body,  twelve  black  monks,  the  inhabitants 
of  a  neighbouring  convent,  began  to  file  out  in  pairs, 
headed  by  their  abbot,  who  bore  a  large  cross,  and 
thundered  forth  the  sublime  notes  of  the  Catholic  Mis^ 
trere  me,  Domine.  Then  came  a  chosen  body  of  men- 
at-arms,  trailing  their  lances,  with  their  points  reversed 
and  pointed  to  the  cartti ;  and  after  tliem  the  body  of  the 
valiant  Bcrenger,  wrapped  in  his  own  knightly  banner, 
which,  regained  from  the  hands  of  the  Welch,  now  serv« 
ad  its  noble  owner  instead  of  a  funeral  pall.  The  most 
gallant  knights  of  the  Constable's  household  (for,  like 
other  great  nobles  of  that  period,  he  had  formed  it  upon 
a  scale  which  approached  to  that  of  royalty)  walked  as 
mourners  and  supporters  of  tlic  corpse,  which  was  borne 
upon  lances  ;  and  tlie  Constable  of  Chester  himself, 
alone  and  fuUy  armed,  excepting  the  head,  followed  as 
chief  mourner.  A  chosen  body  of  squires,  men-at*arms, 
and  pages  of  noble  descent,  brought  up  the  rear  of  the 
procession ;  while  their  nakers  and  trumpets  echoed 
back,  from  time  to  time,  the  melancholy  song  of  the 
monks,  by  replying  in  a  note  as  lugubrious  as  their  own. 

The  course  of  pleasure  was  arrested,  and  even  that 
of  sorrow  was  for  a  moment  turned  from  her  own  griefs, 
to  witness  the  last  honours  bestowed  on  him,  who  had 
been  in  life  the  fatlicr  and  guardian  of  his  people. 

The  mournful  procession  traversed  slowly  the  plain 
which  had  been  witliin  a  fovr  hours  the  scene  o(  iga<^ 
varied  events ;  ami,  pausing  before  tlie  outeT  |;aleol  ^*^ 
barricades  of  the  castle;  jjivited,   by  a  pToV>u^«^  ^sA 


^-...M^^iy  III  tfucn  weeds  of  mourning 
supported  by  her  attendant  Kosei  ai 
females  of  the  household. 

The  Constable  of  Chester  paused  \ 
of  tlie  outer  gate,  and,  pointing  to  tl 
white  clotli  u{K>n  his  left  shoulder,  wid) 
resigned  to  his  nephew,  Damian,  die 
the  remains  of  Ua}  mond  Berenger  to 
the  castle.      The   soldiers  of  Hugo  < 
whom  were  bound  by  die  same  vow  widi 
ed  without  die  castic  gate,  and  remai; 
while  die  death-|)eal  of  the  chapel  bcU 
within  the  progress  of  the  procession. 

It  winded  on  through  diose  narrow  < 
were  skilfully  contrived  to  iiitermpt  tlie 
enemy,  even  should  ho  succeed  in  fo 
gate,  and  arrived  at  length  in  tlie  great  c< 
moat  of  tlic  inhabitants  of  the  fortress, 
under  recent  circumstances,  had  taken  re 
tlrawn  up,  in  order  to  look  for  the  last  ti 
parted  lord.  Among  these  were  niingi 
motley  crowd  from  without,  whom  curi 
pectation  of  a  dole,  had  brouerht  to  «!«'« 
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•d  Margeiy,  the  nurse  of  Eveline,  in  a  whispering  tonci 
mnd  with  a  foreign  accent.—*'  I  am  a  travelling  merchant, 
good  sister,  and  am  come  hither  in  quest  of  gain— -can 
you  tell  me  whether  1  can  have  any  custom  in  this  castle  f" 

^  You  are  come  at  an  evil  time,  Sir  Stranger — you 
may  yourself  see  that  this  is  a  place  for  mourning,  and 
waft  for  merchandize." 

^  Yet  mourning  times  have  tlieir  own  commerce,** 
nid  the  stranger,  approaching  still  closer  to  the  side  of 
Margery,  and  lowering  his  voice  to  a  tone  yet  more 
eonfidential.  "  I  have  sable  scarfs  of  Persian  silk—* 
black  bugles,  in  which  a  princess  might  mourn  for  a  de- 
ceased monarch— -Cyprus,  such  as  the  east  hath  seldom 
sent  forth — ^black  cloth  for  mourning  hangings^-all  that 
inmy  express  sorrow  and  reverence  in  fas)iion  and  attire ; 
■nd  I  know  how  to  be  grateful  to  those  who  help  me  to 
enslom.  Come,  bediink  you,  good  dame— Hsuch  things 
■ost  be  had — ^i  will  sell  as  good  ware  and  as  cheap  as 
another,  and  a  kirtle  to  yourself,  or,  at  your  pleasure,  a 
purse  with  five  florins,  shull  be  the  meed  of  your  kindness^** 

**  I  prithee  peace,  friend,"  said  Margery,  "  and  choose 
a  better  time  for  vaunting  your  wares — ^you  neglect  both 
place  and  season  ;  and  if  you  be  farther  importunate,  I 
must  speak  to  tliose  who  will  show  you  the  outward  side 
of  the  castle  gate.  I  marvel  die  warders  would  admit 
pedlars  upon  a  day  such  as  tliis — ^they  would  drive  a 
gainful  bargain  by  the  bed-side  of  their  mother,  were  die 
dying,  I  trow."  So  saying,  she  turned  scornfully  from 
Imn. 

While  thus  angrily  rejected  on  the  one  side,  the 
merchant  felt  his  cloak  receive  an  intelligent  twitch  upon 
the  other,  and  looking  around  upon  the  signal,  he  saw 
a  dame,  whose  black  kerchief  was  affectedly  disposed, 
80  as  to  give  an  appearance  of  solemnity  to  a  set  of  light 
laughing  features,  which  must  have  been  captivating 
when  young,  smce  they  retained  so  many  good  points 
when  at  least  forty  years  had  passed  over  them.  She 
winked  to  the  merchant^  touching:  at  ihe  %^m^  Vcra 
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her  under  lip  with  her  forefinger,  to  announc 
priety  of  silence  and  secrecy  ;  then  glidmf 
crowd,  retreated  to  a  small  recess  formed  by 
ing  buttress  of  the  chapel,  as  if  to  avoid  ^ 
likely  to  take  place  at  tlie  moment  when  the  I 
be  lifted.  The  merchant  failed  not  to  folk 
ample,  and  was  soon  by  her  side,  when  she  d 
him  the  trouble  of  opening  his  afiairs,  but  e 
the  conversation  herself.  '*  I  have  heard  whi 
to  our  Dame  Margery — Mannerly  Margery,  a; 
—heard  as  much  at  least  as  led  me  to  guess  ti 
I  have  got  an  eye  in  my  head,  I  promise  you. 

'*  A  pair  of  them,  my  pretty  dame,  and  a 
drops  of  dew  in  a  May  morning." 

'<  Oh,-  you  say  so,  because  I  have  been 
aaid  the  scarlet-hosed  Gillian,  for  it  was  even  fa 
qx>ke  ;  *'  and  to  be  sure,  I  have  good  cause,  £ 
was  always  my  very  good  lord,  and  would 
chuck  me  under  the  chin,  and  call  me  buxom 
Croydon — not  that  the  good  gentleman  was  ev 
for  he  would  thrust  a  silver  twopennies  into  n 
the  same  time. — Oh  !  the  friend  that  I  hav 
And  I  have  had  anger  on  his  account  too— I 
<dd  Raoul  as  sour  as  vinegar,  and  fit  for  no  pla 
kennel  for  a  whole  day  about  it ;  but,  as  I  sa 
h  was  not  for  the  like  of  me  to  be  afl!ironting  o 
and  a  great  baron,  about  a  chuck  under  the 
kiss,  or  such  like." 

"  No  wonder  you  are  so  sorry  for  so  kind 
dame,"  said  the  merchant. 

**  No  wonder  indeed,"  replied  the  dame  vn 
**  and  then  what  is  to  become  of  us  ? — ^It  i: 
young  mistress  will  go  to  her  aunt— or  she  v 
one  of  these  Lacy's  that  they  talk  so  much  < 
any  rate,  she  will  leave  the  casde  ;  and  it's  like 
and  I  will  be  turned  to  grass  with  the  lord's  4 
ers.  The  I>ord  knows,  they  may  as  well  hai 
with  the  old  hounds,  for  he  is  both  footless  am 
aad  St  for  nothing  on  earth  tliat  \  \uvon«  oi?^ 
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young  mistress  is  tliat  lady  in  the  nniuming 
lid  the  merchant,  **  ivho  so  nearly  sunk  down 
ody  just  now  ?" 

id  troth  is  she,  sir — and  much  cause  she  has 
m.  I  am  sure  slie  wiU  be  to  seek  for  such 
her/' 

you  are  a  most  discerning  woman,  gossip 
nswered  the  merchant ;  '*  and  yonder  youth 
rted  her  is  her  bridegroom  ?" 
need  she  has  for  some  one  to  support  her,** 
I  ;  "  and  so  have  I  for  that  matter,  for  what 
Id  rusty  Raoul  do  ?" 
i  to  your  young  lady's  marriage  f **   said  the 

le  knows  more,  than  tliat  such  a  tiling  was  in 
reen  our  late  lord  and  tho  great  Constable  of 
at  came  to-day  but  just  in  time  to  prevent  the 
n  cutting  all  our  throats,  and  doing  the  Ijord 
hat  mischief  beside.  But  there  is  a  marriage 
that  is  certain — and  most  folk  think  it  must 
smoothed-cheeked  boy  Damian,  as  they  call 
hough  the  Constable  has  gotten  a  beard,  which 
r  hath  not,  it  is  something  too  grissded  for  m 
I's  chin — Besides,  he  goes  to  the  Holy  Wars-^ 
3  for  all  elderlv  warriors — I  wish  he  would  take 
I  hini. — ^^But  what  is  all  ibis  to  what  you  were 
Nit  your  mourning  wares  even  now  ? — It  ia  a 
I  hat  my  poor  lord  is  gone — But  what  then  ?— 
',  you  know  the  good  old  saw, — 

Cloth  musl  we  wear. 
Eat  beef  and  drink  beer, 
Though  the  dead  go  to  bier. 

)ur  merchandizing,  I  am  as  like  to  help  you 
od  word  as  Mannerly  Margery,  provided  you 

it ;  since,  if  the  lady  loves  me  not  so  much,  I 
e  steward  round  my  finger." 

this-  in  part   of    our  bargain,  pTel\>f  ^i^* 
'V/  the  merchant ;  ''  and  whcu  my  wajttia  cmxift 
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upi  I  will  ccnsiilcr  yon  amply,  if  I  get  good  sale  by  your 
favourable  report. — But  how  shall  1  get  into  the  easde 
again  ?  for  I  would  wish  to  consult  you,  being  a  senaibb 
woman,  before  I  come  in  with  my  luggage.** 

"  Why,"  answered  the  complaisant  dame,  '*  if  ov 
English  be  on  guard,  you  have  only  to  ask  for  Gillian,  and 
they  will  open  the  wicket  to  any  single  man  at  once ;  for 
we  English  stick  all  together,  were  it  but  to  spite  the 
Normans  ; — ^but  if  a  Norman  be  on  duty,  you  must  ask 
for  old  Raoul,  and  say  you  come  to  speak  of  dogg  and 
hawks  for  sale,  and  I  warrant  you  come  to  speech  of  ma 
tliat  way.  If  the  sentinel  be  a  Fleming,  you  have  bol 
to  say  you  are  a  merchant,  and  he  will  let  you  in  for  the 
love  of  trade," 

The  merchant  repeated  his  tliankful  acknowIedgmenl| 
glided  from  her  side,  and  mixed  among  the  specliMon^ 
leaving  her  to  congratulate  herself  on  hanng  gained  a 
brace  of  florins  by  the  indulgence  of  her  natural  talka* 
tive  humour ;  for  which,  on  other  occasions,  she  had 
sometimes  dearly  paid. 

The  ceasing  of  the  heavy  toll  of  the  castle  bell  now 
gave  intimation  that  the  noble  Raymond  Berenger  had 
been  laid  in  the  vault  witli  his  fathers.  Tliat  part  of  the 
funeral  attendants  who  liad  come  from  the  host  of  De 
Lacy,  now  proceeded  to  the  castle  hall,  where  they 
partook,  but  widi  temperance,  of  some  refredimentpi 
which  were  ofiered  as  a  death-meal ;  and  presently  after 
left  tlie  casde,  headed  by  young  Damian,  in  the  same 
slow  and  melancholy  form  in  which  they  had  entered. 
Tlie  monks  remained  within  the  castle  to  sing  repeated 
services  for  the  soul  of  the  deceased,  and  for  those  of  hb 
faithful  men-at-arms  who  liad  fallen  around  him,  and  wlio 
had  been  so  much  mangled  during,  and  after,  the  contest 
with  the  Welsh,  that  it  was  scarce  possible  to  know  one 
individual  from  another ;  otherwise  the  body  of  Dennis 
Alorolt  would  have  obtained,  as  hb  faith  well  deserved} 
the  honours  of  a  separate  funeral.^^ 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

•— ^The  funeral  bakecl  meals 
Did  cokUy  fiiruuh  forth  Uie  marriage  (able, 
'  Ihmtd, 

The  refigious  rites  which  followed  the  funeral  of 
Rajrmond  Bcrengcr  endured  without  interruption  for  the 
period  of  six  days ;  during  whicli,  alms  were  distributed 
to  the  poor,  and  relief  administered,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Lady  Eveline,  to  all  those  who  had  suffered  by  the 
late  inroad.  Death-meals,  as  they  were  termed,  were 
ako  spread  in  honour  of  the  deceased  ;  but  tljc  lady 
herself,  and  most  of  her  attendants,  observed  a  stern 
course  of  vigil  discipline  and  fasts,  which  appeared  to  tho 
Normans  a  more  decorous  manner  of  testifying  tlTcir 
respect  for  the  dead,  than  the  Saxon  and  Flemish  custom 
of  banquetting  and  drinking  inordinately  upon  such  oc- 
casions. 

Meanwhile,  die  Constable  De  I^acy  retained  a  large 
body  of  his  men  encamped  under  the  walls  of  die  Garde 
Doloureuse,  for  protection  against  some  new  irruption 
of  the  Welch,  while  with  the  rest  he  took  advantage  of 
his  victory,  and  struck  terror  into  the  British  by  many 
well-conducted  forays,  marked  witli  ravages  scarcely  less 
hurtful  than  ttieir  own.  Among  the  enemy,  the  evils  of 
discord  were  added  to  those  of  defeat  and  invasion  ;  for 
two  distant  relations  of  Gwenwyn  contended  for  tlie 
throne  he  had  lately  occupied,  and  on  this,  as  on  many 
other  occasions,  the  Britons  suffered  as  much  from  inter- 
nal dissension  as  from  tlie  sword  of  the  Normans.  A 
worse  poFitician,  and  a  less  celebrated  soldier,  than  tho 
sagacious  and  successful  De  Lacy,  could  not  have  failed, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  negotiate  as  he  did  an  advo^ii* 
tMgeoua peace,  \vliich,  while  it  deprived  Powysol  ^^^tV^l 
lis  frontier,  aadthe  command  of  some  impotUiiV  ^?LS?.e?v^\ti 
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which  it  was  the  Constable's  purpose  to  build  castleSi  rei 
dcred  the  Garde  Doloureuse  more  secure  than.fonne^ 
from  any  sudden  attack  on  the  part  of  their  6eiy  n 
restless  nciglihours.  De  Lacy's  care  also  went  to  n 
establislimg  those  settlers  who  had  fled  from  their  posse 
sions,  and  putting  the  whole  lordship,  which  now  d< 
scended  upon  an  unprotected  female,  into  a  state  < 
defence  as  perfect  as  its  situation  on  a  hostile  frontii 
could  possibly  permit. 

Whilst  thus  anxiously  provident  in  the  afiairs  of  H 
orphan  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  De  Lacy,  durii^  i 
space  we  have  mentioned,  sought  not  to  disturb  her  fil 
grief  by  any  personal  intercourse.  His  nephew,  indec 
was  despatched  by  times  every  morning  to  lay  belore  fa 
his  uncle's  devoirs j  in  tlie  high-flown  language  of  the  di 
and  acquaint  her  with  the  steps  which  he  had  taken 
her  afl!airs.  As  a  meed  due  to  his  relative's  high  servio 
Damian  was  always  admitted  to  see  Eveline  on  su 
occasions,  and  returned  charged  with  her  grateful  than! 
and  her  implicit  acquiescence  in  whatever  the  Ccmsl 
ble  proposed  for  her  consideration. 

But  when  the  days  of  rigid  mourning  were  elapse 
tlie  young  De  Lacy  stated,  on  the  part  of  his  kinsmi 
tliat  his  treaty  witli  the  Welch  being  concluded,  and 
things  in  tlie  district  arranged  as  well  as  circumstanc 
would  permit,  the  Constable  of  Chester  now  propos 
to  return  into  his  own  territory,  in  order  to  resume  ] 
instant  preparations  for  the  Holy-Land,  which  the  di 
of  chastising  her  enemies  had  for  some  days  interrupts 

^'  And  will  not  the  noble  Constable,  before  he  depa 
from  tliis  place,"  said  Eveline,  with  a  burst  of  gratitu 
which  the  occasion  well  merited,  ^'  receive  the  peraoi 
thanks  of  her,  that  was  ready  to  perish  when  he  so  v; 
iantly  came  to  her  aid  ?" 

"  It  was  even  on  tliat  point  tliat  I  was  commission 
to  speak,"  replied  Damian ;  *'  but  my  noble  kinam 
feek  diffident  to  propose  to  you  that  which  he  moat  ei 
neatly  desires— tlie  privilege  of  «^^n^\s^  '^^m  fi 
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ear  certaiti  matters  of  high  impot,  and  with  which  he 
judges  it  fit  to  intnist  no  third  party." 

*'  Surely,"  said  the  maiden,  blusliing,  "  there  can  be 
nought  beyond  the  bounds  of  maidenhood  in  my  seeing 
iho  noble  Constable  whenever  such  is  his  pleasure." 

**  But  his  vow,"  replied  Damian,  "  binds  my  kinsman 
«ot  to  come  beneath  a  roof  until  he  sets  sail  for  Pales* 
tine  ;  and  in  order  to  meet  him,  you  must  grace  him 
so  far  as  to  visit  his  pavilion  ; — a  condescension  which, 
MB  a  knight  and  Norman  noble,  he  can  scarcely  ask  of  a 
damsel  of  high  degree." 

*'  And  is  that  all  f"  said  Eveline,  who,  educated  in  a 
remote  situation,  was  a  stranger  to  some  of  die  nice 
points  of  etiquette  which  the  damsels  of  tlie  time  observ* 
ed  in  keeping  their  state  towards  the  otlier  sex.  ^^  Shall 
1  not,"  she  said,  "  go  to  render  my  thanks  to  my  deliv- 
erer, since  he  cannot  come  hither  to  receive  them  f 
Tell  the  noble  Hugo  de  Lacy,  that,  next  to  my  gratitude 
Co  Heaven,  it  is  due  to  him,  and  to  his  brave  compan- 
ions in  arms.  I  will  come  to  his  tent  as  to  a  holy  shrine  ; 
and,  could  such  homage  please  him,  1  would  come  bare- 
footed, were  the  road  strewed  with  flints  and  with  thorns." 

'^  Afy  uncle  will  be  equally  honoured  and  delighted 
witli  your  resolve,"  said  Damian ;  '^  but  it  will  be  his 
study  to  save  you  all  unnecessary  trouble,  and  with  that 
view  a  pavilion  shall  be  instantly  planted  before  your  ca»- 
Cle-gate,  which,  if  it  please  you  to  grace  it  widi  your  pre- 
sence, may  be  the  place  for  die  desired  -interview." 

Eveline  readily  acquiesced  in  what  was  proposed,  as 
die  expedient  agreeable  to  the  Constable,  and  recom- 
mended by  Damian  ;  but,  in  the  simplicity  of  Iier  heart, 
she  saw  no  good  reason  why,  under  die  guardianship  of 
the  latter,  she  should  not  instantly,  and  without  farther 
form,  have  traversed  the   little  familiar  plain  on  which, 
when  a  child,  she  used  to  chase  butterflies  and  gather 
king*s-cups,  and  where  of  later  years  she  was  wont  to 
exercise  her  palfrey  on  this  well-known  plain,  bein^thft 
oofjr  space,  apd  that  of  small  extent,  whicVi  seY^tOLVA 
ber  from  tlw  camp  of  the  Constable. 
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The  youtliful  emissniyy  fvith  whose  presence  Ae 
now  become  familiar,  retired  to  acquaint  his  kimi 
and  lord  with  the  success  of  his  commission,  and  I 
line  experienced  the  first  sensation  of  anxiety  upon 
own  account  which  had  agitated  her  bosom,  ^ince  the 
feat  and  death  of  Gwcnwyn  gave  her  permission  to  < 
icate  her  thoughts  exclusively  to  grief,  for  the  loss  w 
she  had  sustained  in  the  person  of  her  noble  father, 
now,  wlien  that  grief,  though  not  satiated,  was  blu 
by  solitary  indulgence — now  that  she  was  to  appeal 
fore  the  person  of  whose  fame  slie  had  heard  so  m 
of  whose  powerful  protection  she  had  received 
recent  proofs,  her  mind  insensibly  turned  upon  the 
ture  anrl  consequences  of  that  important  interview, 
had  seen  Hugo  de  Lfacy,  indeed,  at  the  great  toil 
nient  at  Chester,  where  his  valour  and  skill  were 
theme  of  every  tongue,  and  she  had  received  the  1 
age  which  he  rendered  her  beauty  when  he  nssigoc 
her  the  prize,  with  all  the  gay  flutterings  of  you 
vanity  ;  but  of  his  person  and  figure  she  had  no  die 
idea,  excepting  that  he  was  a  middle-sized  man,  drc 
in  peculiarly  rich  armour,  and  that  the  counten 
which  looked  out  from  under  tlie  shade  of  his  n 
visor,  seemed  to  her  juvenile  estimate  very  nearly  a: 
as  that  of  her  father.  This  person,  of  whom  she 
such  slight  recollection,  had  been  the  chosen  instnii 
employed  by  her  tutelar  protectress  in  rescuing  her  : 
captivity,  and  in  avenging  the  loss  of  a  fattier,  anc 
was  bound  by  her  vow  to  consider  him  as  the  arbiti 
her  fate,  if  indeed  he  should  deem  it  worth  his  whi 
become  so.  She  wearied  her  memory  with  vain  ei 
to  recollect  so  much  of  his  features  as  might  give 
some  means  of  guessing  at  his  disposition,  and  her  ji 
ment  toiled  in  conjecturing  what  line  of  conduct  he 
likely  to  pursue  towards  her. 

The  great  Baron  himself  seemed  to  attach  to  1 

meeting  a  degree  of  consequence,  wiiich  was  iutim 

by  the  formal  preparations  ^*\uc\\  \\e  rc\^d«  (ox  ix.    1 

Jiiw  had  imagined  dial  he  in\g,VkV\\ave  lA^eu  >o  ^^m 
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«r  the  castle  in  five  minutes,  and  that,  if  a  pavilion  wera 
actoaUy  necessary  to  the  decorum  of  their  interview,  a 
tent  could  have  been  transferred  from  his  leaguer  to  the 
castle-gate,  and  pitched  there  in  ten  minutes  more.  But 
h  was  plain  that  tlie  Constable  considered  much  mora 
form  and  ceremony  as  essential  to  their  meeting,  for  in 
about  haJf  an  hour  after  Daroian  de  Lacy  had  left  the 
castle,  not  fewer  than  twenty  soldiers  and  artificers,  un- 
der the  direction  of  a  pursuivant,  whose  tabard  was 
decorated  with  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  house  of 
Lacy,  were  employed  in  erecting  before  tlie  gate  of  the 
Garde  Doloureuse  one  of  those  splendid  pavilions,  which 
were  employed  at  tournaments  and  other  occasions  of 
public  state.  It  was  of  purple  silk,  valauced  with  gold 
embroideiy,  having  the  cords  of  the  same  rich  materi* 
tils.  Tlie  door-way  was  formed  by  six  lances,  the  staves 
of  which  were  plated  with  silver,  and  the  blades  com- 
posed of  the  same  precious  metal.  These  were  pitch- 
ed into  the  ground  by  couples,  and  crossed  at  the  top, 
so  as  to  form  a  soit  of  succession  of  arches,  which  were 
,  covered  by  drapery  of  sea-green  silk,  forming  a  pleasing 
contrast  witli  tlie  purple  and  gold. 

The  interior  oi  the  tent  was  declared  by  Dame  Gillian 
and  others,  wliose  curiosity  induced  them  to  visit  it,  to  be 
of  a  splendour  agreeing  with  tlie  outside.  There  were 
oriental  carpets,  and  there  were  tapestries  of  Ghent  and 
Bruges,  mingled  in  gay  profusion,  while  the  top  of  the 
pavilion,  covered  with  sky-blue  silk,  was  arranged  so  as 
to  resemble  the  firmament,  and  richly  studded  with  a 
sun,  moon,  and  stars,  composed  of  solid  silver.  This 
gorgeous  pavilion  had  been  made  for  the  use  of  the 
celebrated  William  of  Ypres,  who  acquired  such  great 
wealth  as  general  of  the  mercenaries  of  King  Stephen, 
aod  was  by  him  created  Earl  of  Albemarle;  but  the 
chance  of  war  had  assigned  it  to  de  Lacy,  after  one  of 
the  dreadftil  engagements,  so  many  of  which  occurred 
during  the  civil  wars  betwixt  Stephen  and  the  Empress 
Maude,  or  Matilda.     The  Consuble  had  never  before 
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lieen  known  to  use  it,  for  nllliotiE;ti  wealthy  and  powei 
fu!,  Hugo  Ho  Lacy  was,  on  most  oi-casions,  plain  and  m* 
ostentatious  ;  wliicli,  lo  tliose  that  knew  him,  made  bit 

E resent  conduct  seem  llie  more  remarkable.  At  th 
our  of  noon  he  arrived,  nobly  mourned,  at  the  gate  « 
the  castle,  and,  drnwing  up  n  small  body  of  settitnli 
pages,  and  equerries  nhn  attended  liini,  in  iheirricbei 
liveries,  placed  liirnself  at  their  head,  and  directed  hi 
nephew  to  intimate  to  the  Lady  of  tlie  Garde  DoluuR 
euae,  thai  the  humhicst  of  her  servanls  awaited  tlie  boa 
our  of  her  presence  at  the  castle-gatc. 

Among  the  spectators  who  witnessed  his  arrival,  ibei 
were  many  nho  thought  (hat  some  pari  of  ihe  state  « 
splendour,  attached  to  his  pavilion  and  his  reiinue,  b 
been  better  applied  to  set  forth  the  person  of  Uie  C 
stable  liirnself,  as  liis  attire  nas  simple  even  to  meaR 
ness,  and  his  person  by  no  means  of  such  dislingtii^ 
bearing  as  miglit  altogether  dispense  with  the  advanmg! 
of  dress  and  ornament.  The  opinion  became  yet  moi 
prevalent,  when  be  descended  from  horseback,  cm 
which  time  his  masterly  management  of  ihe  noble  uoiio,^ 
lie  bestrode,  gave  a  dignity  to  his  person  and  flgun 
which  lie  lost  upon  dismounting  fiom  his  steel  nil^ 
In  height,  Ihe  celebrated  Constable  scarce  attained  t. 
middle  size,  and  his  limbs,  though  strongly  built  and  we 
knit,  were  deficient  In  grace  and  ease  of  movenieni 
HiB  legs  were  slightly  curved  outwards,  which  gave  hM 
advantage  as  a  horseman,  hut  showed  unfavourably  wbe 
he  was  upon  foot.  He  baited,  though  very  sli^tly,  1 
consequence  of  one  of  his  legs  having  been  broketl  b 
the  full  of  s  charger,  and  innrtilicially  set  by  an  iltespe 
rienced  surgeon.  This,  also,  was  a  blemi^  in  hia  dc 
portment ;  and  though  his  broad  shoulders,  sinewy  arm) 
and  expanded  chest,  betokened  the  strength  which  li^ 
often  displayed,  it  was  strength  of  a  clumsy  and  ungTOCl 
fill  cliaracter.  His  language  and  gestures  were  those  < 
one  seldom  used  lo  converse  with  equnls,  more  seldoi 
<ay  fiib  stiperiots  ;  short,  abnuii,  and  decisive,  almoi 
"   verge  of  sluroness.      Vu  iV\e  \\iiyftcwv  (A  "Cbm 
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iHio  were  habitually  acquainted  with  the  Constable, 
there  was  both  dignity  and  kindness  in  his  keen  eye  and 
expanded  brow ;  but  such  as  saw  him  for  the  first  time 
judged  less  favourably,  and  pretended  to  discover  a 
hai^  and  passionate  expression,  although  they  allowed 
his  countenance  to  have,  on  the  whole,  a  bold  and  mar* 
tiai  character.  His  age  was  in  reality  not  more  than  five 
and  forty,  but  the  fatigues  of  war  and  of  climate  had 
added  in  appearance  ten  years  to  that  period  of  time. 
By  far  the  plainest  dressed  man  of  his  train,  he  wore 
only  a  short  Norman  mantle,  over  the  close  dress  jof 
shamoy-leather,  which,  almost  always  covered  by  his  «r^ 
mour,  was  in  some  places  slightly  soiled  by  its  pressure. 
A  brown  hat,  in  which  he  wore  a  sprig  of  rosemary  in 
memory  of  his  vow,  served  for  his  head-gear — his  good 
sword  and  dagger  hung  at  a  belt  made  of  sealskin. 

Thus  accoutred,  and  at  tlie  head  of  a  glittering  and 
gilded  band  of  retainers,  who  watched  his  lightest  glance, 
the  Constable  of  Chester  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
Lady  Eveline  Berenger,  at  the  gate  of  her  castle  of 
Garde  Doloureuse. 

The  trumpets  from  witliin  announced  her  presence— 
the  bridge  fell,  and  led  by  Daraian  de  Lacy  in  his  gayest 
habit,  and  followed  by  her  train  of  females,  and  menial 
or  vassal  attendants,  she  came  forth  in  her  loveliness 
from  under  the  massive  and  antique  portal  of  her  pater- 
nal fortress.  She  was  dressed  without  ornaments  of  any 
kind,  and  in  deep  mourning  weeds,  as  best  befitted  her 
recent  loss ;  forming,  in  this  respect,  a  strong  contrast 
with  the  rich  attire  of  her  conductor,  whose  costly  dress 
gleamed  with  jewels  and  embroidery,  while  their  age  and 
personal  beauty  made  them  in  every  other  respect  the 
fair  counterpart  of  each  other  ;  a  circumstance  which 
probably  gave  rise  to  the  delighted  murmur  and  buzz 
which  passed  through  the  bystanders  on  their  appear- 
ance, and  which  only  respect  for  the  deep  mourning  of 
Efeliue  prevented  from  breaking  out  into  shouts  of  ap- 
plause. 
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The  instant  that  the  fair  foot  of  Eveline  had 
ttep  beyond  the  palisades  which  formed  the  outw: 
rier  of  the  castle,  tlic  Constable  de  Lacy  came 
to  meet  her,  and  bending '  bis  right  knee  to  tb 
craved  pardon  for  the  discourtesy  which  his  vow 
posed  on  him,  while  he  expressed  his  sense  of  th( 
with  which  she  now  graced  him,  as  one  for  which 
devoted  to  her  service,  would  be  an  inadequate  i 
lodgment. 

The  action  and  speech,  though  both  iu  con 
with  the  romantic  gallantry  of  the  times,  emb 
Eveline  ;  and  the  rather  that  this  homage  was  so 
rendered.  She  entreated  die  Constable  to  s 
and  not  to  add  to  the  confusion  of  one  who  was 
sufficiently  at  a  loss  how  to  acquit  herself  of  tl 
debt  of  gratitude  which  she  owed  him.  The  C 
arose  accordingly,  after  saluting  her  hand,  which 
tended  to  him,  and  prayed  her,  since  she  was 
condescending,  to  deign  to  enter  tlie  poor  hut 
prepared  for  her  shelter,  and  to  grant  him  the 
of  the  audience  he  had  solicited.  Eveline,  witi 
ther  answer  than  a  bow,  yielded  him  her  hand, 
siring  the  rest  of  her  train  to  remain  where  the 
commanded  the  attendance  of  Rose  Flammock 

"  Lady,"  said  the  Constable,  "  the  matters  c 
I  am  compelled  thus  hastily  to  speak,  are  of  a  m 
most  private." 

"  This  maiden,"  replied  Eveline,  "  is  my 
woman,  and  acquainted  with  my  most  inward  th 
I  beseech  you  to  permit  her  presence  at  our  conf< 

**  It  were  better  otherwise,"  said  Hugo  de  La 
some  embarrassment  ;  '^  but  your  pleasure  s 
obeyed." 

He  led  the  Lady  Eveline  into  the  tent,  and  e 
her  to  be  seated  on  a  large  pile  of  cushions, 
with  rich  Venetian  silk.  Rose  placed  herself  be 
mistress,  half  kneeling  upon  the  same  cushic 
watched  the  motions  of  the  a\\-accorcv\>\\s\\^^  wS 
statesman,  whom  tlie  voice  o(  t^me  W^e^  «« 
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enjoying  his  embarrassment  as  a  triumph  of  her  sex, 
and  scarcely  of  opinion  that  his  shamoy  doublet  and 
aquare  form  accorded  with  the  splendour  of  the  scene, 
or  the  almost  angelic  beauty  of  Eveline,  the  other  actor 
therein. 

*'  Lady,"  said  the  Constable,  after  some  hesitation,  "  I 
would  willingly  say  what  it  is  my  lot  to  tell  you,  in  such 
terms  as  ladies  love  to  listen  to,  and  which  surely  your 
excellent  beauty  more  especially  deserves  ;  but  I  have 
been  too  long  trained  in  camps  and  councils  to  express 
my  meaning  otherwise  tlian  simply  and  plainly."       "" 

**  I  shall  the  more  easily  understand  you,  my  lord," 
said  Eveline,  trembling,  though  she  scarce  knew  why« 

"  My  story,  then,  must  be  a  blunt  one.  Something 
there  passed  between  your  honourable  father  and  myself, 
touching  an  union  of  our  houses."  He  paused,  as  if  he 
wished  or  expected  Eveline  to  say  something,  but  as  she 
was  silent,  he  proceeded.  '^  I  would  to  God,  that  as  he 
was  at  the  beginning  of  this  treaty,  it  had  pleased  Heav- 
en he  should  have  conducted  and  concluded  it  with  his 
usual  wisdom  ;  but  what  remedy  f — he  has  gone  the  path 
which  we  must  all  tread." 

"  Your  Lordship,"  said  Eveline,  "  has  nobly  aveng- 
ed the  death  of  your  noble  friend." 

"  I  have  -but  done  my  devoir,  lady,  as  a  good  knight, 
in  defence  of  an  endangered  maiden — a  Lord  Marcher 
in  protection  of  the  frontier — and  a  friend  in  avenging 
his  friend.  But  to  the  point. — Our  long  and  noble  line 
draws  near  to  a  close.  Of  my  remote  kinsman,  Randal 
Lacy,  I  will  not  speak  ;  for  in  him  I  see  nothing  that  is 
good  or  hopeful,  nor  have  we  been  at  one  for  many 
years.  My  nephew,  Damian,  gives  hopeful  promise  to 
be  a  worthy  branch  of  our  ancient  tree — but  he  is 
scarce  twenty  years  old,  and  halh  a  long  career  of  ad- 
venture and  peril  to  encounter,  ere  he  can  honourably 
propose  to  himself  the  duties  of  domestic  privacy  or 
matrimonial  engagements.  His  mother  also  is  EiW^VWlx^ 
MCfine  abatement  perhaps  ia  the  escutcheon  o(  Vv\s  "aiXtcv^  "^ 
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ye(,  had  ten  years  more  passed  over  him  witli  the  ii 
ours  of  chivalry,  I  sliould  have  proposed  Duaion  dft 
Lacy  for  the  Iiappiness  to  wliich  1  at  present  myself 
aspire." 

"  Yoii — you,  my  lord  ! — it  is  impossible  !"  said  Etw 
line,  endeavouring  ai  the  same  lime  to  suppress  all  thU 
could  be  ofienstve  \a  the  surprise  which  she  could  n 
help  exhibiting. 

"  I  do  Dot  wonder,"  replied  the  Constable,  calmly,— 
for,  the  ice  being  now  broken,  be  resumed  tlic  natursl 
steadiness  of  his  manner  and  character, — "  that  you  ex- 
press surprise  at  this  daring  proposal.  1  have  not  per> 
haps  the  form  ihal  pleases  a  lady's  eye,  and  I  have  fof 
gotten, — that  is,  if  I  ever  knew  thorn, — the  terms  and 
phrases  which  please  a  lady's  ear  ;  but,  noble  Evehoe, 
the  lady  of  Hugh  de  Lacy  will  he  one  of  the  foremost 
unoiig  the  maironage  of  England." 

"  It  will  the  belter  become  the  individual  lo  whom  sq 
high  a  dignity  is  ofibred,"  said  Eveline,  "  to  coi|gid«F 
how  far  she  is  capable  of  discharging  its  duties." 

"  Of  tliat  1  fear  nothing,"  said  De  Lacy.  "  She  wfa* 
hath  been  so  excclleni  a  daughter,  cannot  be  less  esti- 
mable in  every  other  relation  in  life." 

"  I  do  not  6nd  thai  confidence  in  myself,  my  lord," 
replied  the  embarrassed  maiden,  "  with  which  you  ora 
80  willing  to  load  me — and  1 — forgive  me — must  cnvtt 
time  for  other  inquiries,  as  well  as  tliose  whicli  respect 
myself." 

KYour  father,  noble  lady,  had  this  union  warinlv  at 
U  This  scroll,  signed  witii  his  own  hand,  will  shoir 
He  bent  his  knee  as  he  gave  llic  paper.  '*  Tb* 
of  De  Lacy  will  have,  as  the  daughter  of  Raymond 
Berengcr  merits,  the  rank  of  a  princess  ;  his  widow,  iha 
dowery  of  a  queen." 

"  Mock  mc  not  with  your  knee,  my  lord,  tihile  yot* 
plead  lo  mc  the  paternal  commands,  which,  joined  M 
otbrr  circumstances — "  She  paused,  and  sighed  dee}h 
^, — n  }eaf,p  nie^  perliaps,  Viuv  \\i\\s  «»»iKk  Cw  (leo-wUI  11 
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Emboldened  by  this  answer,  De  Lacy,  who  had  hith* 
erto  remained  on  his  knee,  rose  gently,  and  assuming  a 
seat  beside  the  Lady  Eveline,  continued  to  press  his 
suit, — not  indeed  in  the  language  of  passion,  but  of  a 
plain-spoken  man,  eagerly  urging  a  proposal  on  which 
his  happiness  depended.  The  vision  of  the  miraculous 
image  was,  it  may  be  supposed,  uppermost  in  the  mind 
of  Eveline,  who,  tied  down  by  the  solemn  vow  she  had 
made  on  that  occasion,  felt  herself  constrained  to  return 
evasive  answers,  where  she  might  perhaps  have  given 
a  direct  negative,  had  her  own  wishes  alone  been  to  de- 
cide her  reply. 

"  You  cannot,"  she  said,  "  expect  from  me,  my  lord, 
in  this  my  so  recent  orphan  state,  that  I  should  come  to 
a  speedy  determination  upon  an  affair  of  such  deep  im- 
portance. Give  me  leisure  of  your  nobleness  for  con- 
fideration  with  myself — for  consuhation  with  my  friends." 

**  Alas !  fair  Eveline,"  said  the  Baron,  "  do  not  be 
(tended  at  my  urgency.  I  cannot  long  delay  setting 
forward  on  a  distant  and  perilous  expedition  ;  and  the 
short  time  left  me  for  soliciting  your  favour  must  be  au 
apology  for  my  importunity." 

*^  And  is  it  in  these  circumstances,  noble  De  Lacy, 
that  you  would  encumber  yourself  with  family  ties  ?" 
asked  the  maiden  timidly. 

•*  I  am  God's  soldier,"  said  tlie  Constable,  "  and  He 
m  whose  cause  I  fight  in  Palestine  will  defend  my  wife 
in  England." 

"  Hear  then  my  present  answer,  my  lord,"  said 
Eveline  Berenger,  rising  from  her  seat.  "  To-morrow 
I  proceed  to  the  Benedictine  nunnery  at  Gloucester, 
where  resides  my  honoured  father's  sister,  who  is  Abbess 
of  that  reverend  house.  To  her  guidance  I  will  com- 
mit myself  in  this  matter." 

"  A  fair   and    maidenly    resolution,"    answered    De 
Lacy,  who  seemed,  on  his  part,  rather  glad  that  the  con- 
ference was  abridi^ed,   **  and,  as  I  trust,  i\o\  ?L\Vo^<JiV\v^t 
unfavourable  to  the  suit  of  your  humble  8upY>Y\^\\\.,^\v\^f!t 
^So^  I^dy  Abbess  hath  been  long  my  \\o\iOMW 
^waw/.      He  then  turned  to  Rose,  ivho  was  aVK>u\  \D  ^ 
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tend  her  lady  : — "  Pretty  maiden,"  he  said,  offeriiig 
chuin  of  gold,  "  let  ibis  carcaoet  encircle  tby  neck,  ai 
buy  illy  good-will." 

"  My  good-will  cannot  be  purchased,  my  lord,"  la 
Rose,  pulling  back  the  gift  which  be  proffered. 

"  Your  fair  word,  tlien,"  said  the  Coastable,  aga 
pressing  it  upon  her. 

"  Fair  words  arc  easily  bought,"  said  Rose,  still  r 
jeciing  tliD  chain,  "  but  ihcy  are  seldom  worth  the  pu 
chase- money." 

"  Do  you  scorn  my  proffer,  damsel  ?"  said  De  Lac; 
"  it  has  graced  the  neck  of  a  Norman  count." 

"  Give  it  to  a  Norman  countess  then,  my  lord,"  n 
the  danisci ;  "  I  am  plain  Rose  Flammock,  the  weavei 
daughter.  1  keep  my  good  word  to  go  with  my  good-wi 
and  a  laiten  chain  ivill  become  me  as  well  as  beaten  gold 

"  Peace,  Rose,"  said  her  lady ;  "  you  are  over  mal 
pert  to  talk  thus  to  the  I^rd  Constable. — And  you,  d 
lord,"  she  continued,  "  permit  me  now  to  depart,  sii* 
you  are  possessed  of  my  answer  to  your  present  pn^ 
sal.  I  regret  it  had  not  been  of  some  less  delicate  n 
ture,  that  by  granting  it  at  once,  and  without  delay, 
might  have  shown  my  sense  of  your  services." 

The  lady  was  handed  fordi  by  the  Constable 
Chester,  whh  the  same  ceremony  which  had  been  a 
served  nl  their  entmnce,  and  she  returned  to  her  ov 
castlfi,  snd  and  anxious  in  mind  Tor  the  event  of  this  if 
portant  conference.  She  gathered  closely  around  b 
the  great  mourning  veil,  that  the  aherntion  of  her  cou 
tcnance  might  not  be  observed  ;  and,  without  pausing 
speak  even  to  Father  Aldrovand,  she  instantly  witlidrc 
lo  the  privacy  of  her  o^vn  bower. 
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CHAPTER  XU. 

Now  all  je  ladies  of  fair  Scotland, 
And  ladies  of  Eng^laod  that  happy  would  prov«^ 

Many  never  lor  bouses,  nor  marry  lor  land, 
Nor  marry  lor  nothing  but  only  love. 

FaanUy  Quarrels, 

When  the  Lady  Eveline  had  retired  into  her  own 
private  chamber.  Rose  Flammock  followed  her  unbidden, 
and  proffered  her  assistance  in  removing  tlic  large  veil 
which  she  had  worn  w^hile  she  was  abroad  ;  but  the  lady 
refused  her  permission,  saying,  '^  You  are  forward  with 
service,  maiden,  when  it  is  not  required  of  you." 
You  are  displeased  with  me,  lady  !"  said  Rose. 
And  if  I  am,  I  have  cause,"  replied  Eveline. 
"  You  know  my  difficulties — ^}'^ou  know  what  my  duty 
demands ;  yet,  instead  of  aiding  me  to  make  the  sacri- 
fice, you  render  it  more  difficult." 

"  Would  I  had  influence  to  guide  your  path,"  said 
Rose,  "  you  should  find  it  a  smooth  one — ay,  an  honest 
and  straight  one,  to  boot." 

"  How  mean  you,  maiden  ?"  said  Eveline. 

"  1  would  have  you,"  answered  Rose,  "  recall  the  en- 
couragement-:— the  consent,  I  may  almost  call  it,  you  have 
yielded  to  this  proud  i^aron.  He  is  too  great  to  be 
k>ved  himself — ^too  haughty  to  love  you  as  you  de- 
serve. If  you  wed  him,  you  wed  gilded  misery,  aud,  it 
may  be,  dishonour  as  well  as  discontent." 
^;  "  Remember,  damsel,"  answered  Eveline  Berenger, 
I     "  his  services  towards  us." 

"  His  services  ?"  answered  Rose.  "  He  ventured 
bis  life  for  us,  indeed,  but  so  did  every  soldier  in  his 
host*  And  am  I  bound  to  wed  any  ruffling  blade  among 
them,  because  he  fought  when  the  trumpet  sounded  ?  I 
wonder  what  js  tlje  meaning  of  their  clcDoir,  ^s  v\\e>j  c^ 
/i  irAea  k  shames  them  not  to  claim  tlie  V\\^AesX  \^v?^t^ 
womaa  caa  bestow,  merely  for  discharging  X\\^  ^\)X^  ^ 
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I  a  gentleman  by  a  distressed  creature.  A  gentleman, 
said  I  ? — ^The  coarsest  boor  in  Flanders  would  hardljr 
expect  tlianks  for  doing  tbe  duty  of  a  man  by  womeo 
in  such  a  case." 

"  But  my  father's  wishes  ?"  said  the  young  lady. 

'^  They  had  reference,  without  doubt,  to  the  inclinalioo 
of  your  father^s  daughter,'*  answered  the  attendant.  "1 
will  not  do  my  late  noble  lord — (may  God  assoilzie  him !) 
— the  injustice  to  suppose  he  would  have  urged  aught  ia 
this  matter  which  squared  not  with  your  free  choice.*' 

"  Then  my  vow — my  fatal  vow — as  I  had  well  njgh 
called  it,"  said  Eveline.  ^'  May  Heaven  forgive  me  my 
ingratitude  to  my  patroness !" 

'<  Even  this  shakes  me  not,"  said  Rose  ;  "  I  will  never 
believe  our  I^ady  of  Mercy  would  exact  such  a  penabj 
for  her  protection,  as  to  desire  me  to  wed  the  man  I 
could  not  love.  She  smiled,  you  say,  upon  your  prayer. 
Go — lay  at  her  feet  these  difficulties  which  oppress  you, 
and  see  if  she  will  not  smile  again.  Or  seek  a  dispen- 
sation from  your  vow — seek  it  at  the  expense  of  the 
half  of  your  estate — seek  it  at  the  expense  of  your 
whole  ])roperty.  Go  a  pilgrimage  barefooted  to  Rome 
— do  anything  hut  give  your  hand  where  you  cannot  give 
your  heart." 

"  You  speak  warmly,  Rose,"  said  Eveline,  still  sigh- 
ing as  she  spoke. 

"  Alas  !  my  sweet  lady,  I  have  cause.  Have  I  not 
seen  a  household  where  love  was  not — where,  altliongh 
there  was  worth  and  good-will,  and  enough  of  the  means 
of  life,  all  was  embittered  by  regrets,  which  were  not 
only  vain,  but  criminal  ?" 

'*  Yet,  methinks.  Rose,  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  our- 
selves and  to  others,  may,  if  listened  to,  guide  and  com- 
fort us  under  such  feelins^s  even  as  thou  hast  described." 

"  It  will  f»''<*  n«  frnm  sin,  lady^  but  not  from  «r»riw^«T,'' 
answered  R(  .        .  s.     i 

eyesopen,  rii  .     .'•  .:  ••    J..;-,  .'■:    i  ..  ?r 

ifvV/i  incViimUoit ;      Vk  ny  row  cl^qlyinsi wiudaad  tide,  \*):l. 
}'ou  may  as  easily  take  advantage  ol  ^XxoXit^^^iaV*    , 
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^  Because  the  voyage  of  my  life  lies  where  winds  and 
currents  oppose  mc,"  answered  Eveline.  ''It  is  my 
fate.  Rose." 

*'  Not  unless  you  make  it  such  by  choice,"  answered 
Kose.  ^'  O  !  could  you  but  have  seen  the  pale  cheek, 
sunken  eye,  and  dejected  bearing  of  my  poor  mother  ! 
— ^I  have  said  too  much." 

"  It  was  then  your  mother,"  said  her  young  lady,  "  of 
whose  unhappy  wedlock  you  have  spoken  .'*" 

"  It  was — it  was,"  said  Rose,  bursting  into  tears.  "  I 
ha?e  exposed  my  own  shame  to  save  you  from  sorrow. 
Unhappy  she  was,  though  most  guiltless — so  unhappy, 
that  the  breach  of  the  dyke,  and  tlie  inundation  in  which 
At  perished,  were,  but  for  my  sake,  to  her  welcome  as 
D^t  to  the  weary  labourer.  She  had  a  heart  Uko 
jrours,  formed  to  love  and  be  loved  ;  and  it  would  bo 
doing  honour  to  yonder  proud  Baron,  to  say  he  had 
wch  worth  as  my  father's. — ^Yet  was  she  most  unhappy. 
Oh !  my  sweet  lady,  be  warned,  and  break  oflF  this  ill- 
omened  match  !" 

Eveline  returned  the  pressure  with  which  the  affec- 
tionate girl,  as  she  clung  to  her  hand,  enforced,  her  well- 
meant  advice,  and  then  muttered,  with  a  profound  sigh, 
*""  Rose,  it  is  too  late." 

"Never — ^never,"  said  Rose,  looking  eagerly  round 
4e  room.     "  Where  are  those  writing  materials  ? — Let 
me  bring  Father  Aldrovand,  and  instruct  liira  of  your 
pleasure— or,  stay,  the  good  father  hath  himself  an  eye 
00  tlie  splendours  of  the  world  which  he  thinks  he  has 
abandoned — he  will  be  no  safe  secretary. — I  will  go  my- 
self to  the  Lord  Constable — me  his  rank  cannot  dazzle, 
or  his  wealtli  bribe,  or  his  power  overawe.      I  will  tell 
him  he  doth  no  knightly  part  towards  you,  to    press 
his  contract  with  your  father  in  such  an  hour  of  helpless 
sorrow — no  pious  part,  in   delaying  the  execution  of  his 
vows  for  the  purpose  of  marrying  or  giving  in  marriage 
-—no  honest  part,  to  press  himself  on  a  maiden  ^^hosQ 
heart  has  not  decided  in  his  favour — no  wise  p^tV,  Xo 
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'       mnny  otic  ivliom  he  must  presently  abandon)  eiilier  Kk 
solitmle,  or  to  the  dangers  of  a  profligate  court."  • 

"  Vou  have  noi  courage  for  such  an  emb:i^,  Rnse,^ 
sr.id  hor  tnistress,  sadly  smiling  through  her  tears  at  ha 
youliiful  Bllcndanl's  zeal. 

"  Not  courage  for  it  ! — and  wherefore  do!  ?— "I^ 
nic,"  answered  ihe  Flemish  maiden,  in  return.  "  1  ii 
neither  Sarareo  nor  Welchinan — Ins  lance  and  siron 
scare  me  nol.  I  follow  not  bis  banner — his  roice  o 
roniniaiid  concerns  me  nol.  I  could,  niih  your  Icuv^ 
boldly  tell  him  he  is  a  scllish  man,  veiling  nilh  fair  ani 
lionoiirahle  pretests  bis  pursuit  of  objecis  which  coa 
cern  bis  own  pride  and  ^ratiliraiion,  and  founding  bigl 
claims  on  having  rendered  llie  services  uhich  eomiuag 
Iiumnniiy  demanded.  And  ail  for  what  ? — I'"orsoolh  ibt 
great  Ue  I.acy  must  have  an  htir  to  his  noble  housfii  bd^^ 
ills  fair  nephew  is  not  goad  enouaib  lo  he  his  represeoti* 
tive,  because  his  mother  was  of  Anglo -Saxon  strain,  ao^ 
tbc  real  heir  must  be  pure  unmixed  ^'ornian  ;  and  fin 
ibis,  Lady  Eveline  Berenger,  in  the  first  bloom  of  yout' 
nusi  b«   vr«dded  to  a  man  who  might  be  her  father,  u 

KO,  after  leaving  her  unprotected  for  years,  will  retuq 
Hirh  guise  as  might  beseem  her  grnndfalber. !"  . 

"  Since   he  is  thus   scrupulous   concerning  purity  oi 
!age,"  said  Evchnc,  "  perhaps  he  may  call   to  Run 
what  so  good  a  herald  as  be  is  cannot  fail  to  know — ihl 
_  I  am  of  Snxon  strain  by  my  father's  mother." 
-^       "Oh!"'rep!ied  Rose,  "be  will  fofgive  that  blot  tP 
the  heiress  of  the  Garde  Dnloureuse." 

"  Fie,  Rose,"  answered  her  mistress,  "  ihou  dost  him 
wrong  in  taxing  him  with  avarice." 

"  Perhaps  so,"  answered  Rose  ;  "  but  he  is  undeot* 
sbly  ambitious  ;  and  Avarice,  I  have  beard,  is  Ambition^ 
bastard  brother,  though  Ambition  be  sometimes  asbaoiod 
of  the  relationship." 

"  Von  speali  loo  lioliily,  damsel,"  said  Eveline  ;  "  aad| 
while  J  acknowledge  your  affection,  It  becomes  toe  C^^ 
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'*  Nay,  take  that  tone,  and  I  have  done,"  said  Rose. 
— "  To  Eveline,  whom  I  love,  and  who  loves  me,  I  can 
9fe9k  freely — hut  to  the  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse, 
the  proud  Norman  damsel,  (which  when  you  choose  to 
be  you  can  be,)  I  can  curtsy  as  low  as  my  station  de- 
mands, and  speak  as  little  truth  as  she  cares  to  hear." 

**'  Thou  art  a  wild  but  a  kind  girl,"  said  Eveline  ; 
**  DO  one  who  did  not  know  thee  would  think  that  soft 
and  childish  exterior  covered  such  a  soul  of  fire.  Thy 
mother  must  indeed  have  been  the  being  of  feeling  and 
passion  you  paint  her  ;  for  thy  father — nay,  nay,  never 
•nn  in  his  defence  until  he  be  attacked — I  only  meant 
to  say,  that  his  solid  sense  and  sound  judgment  are  his 
most  distinguished  qualities." 

"  And  I  would  you  would  avail  yourself  of  them, 
kdy,"  said  Rose. 

"  In  fitting  things  I  will ;  but  he  were  rather  an  unmeet 
eounsellor  in  that  which  we  now  treat  of,"  said  Eveline. 

**  You  mistake  him,"  answered  Rose  Flammock,  "  and 
mderrate  his  value.  Sound  judgment  is  like  to  the 
graduated  measuring-wand,  which,  though  usually  appli- 
ed only  to  coarser  cloths,  will  give  with  equal  trutli  the 
dimensions  of  Indian  silk,  or  of  cloth  of  gold." 

"  Well — well — this  affair  presses  not  instantly  at  least," 
said  the  young  lady.  "  Leave  me  now,  "Rose,  and  send 
Gillian  the  tirewoman  hither — I  have  directions  to  give 
about  the  packing  and  removal  of  my  wardrobe." 

"  That  Gillian,  the  tire-woman,  hath  been  a  mighty 
favourite  of  late,"  said  Rose  ;  "  time  was  when  it  was 
otherwise." 

"  I  like  her  manners  as  little  as  thou  dost,"  said 
Eveline  ;  "  but  she  is  old  Raoul's  wife — she  was  a  sort 
of  half- favourite  with  my  dear  father — who,  like  other 
wen,  was  perhaps  taken  by  that  very  freedom  which  we 
think  unseemly  in  persons  of  our  sex  ;  and  then,  there 
'f  no  other  woman  in  the  castle  that  hath  such  skill  in 
^nxpzcketing  clothes  without  the  riskof  theitbeva^VKjox- 

/^     roL.  I. 
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"That last  reason  alone,"  said  Rose,  smilingi  ''is,! 
admit,  an  irresistible  pretension  to  favour,  and  Dame  G^ 
lian  shall  presently  attend  you. — ^But  take  my  adrieei 
lady — keep  her  to  her  bales,  and  her  mails,  aiid  let  h&t 
not  prate  to  you  on  what  concerns  her  not." 

So  saying,  Rose  left  the  apartment,  and  her  yomg 
lady  looked  after  her  in  silence — then  murmured  to  her- 
self— ''  Rose  loves  me  truly  ;  but  she  would  willindf 
be  more  of  the  Mistress  than  tlie  maiden  ;  and  then  SM 
is  somewhat  jealous  of.  every  other  person  that  up^ 
proaches  me. — It  is  strange,  that  I  have  not  seen  !«• 
mian  de  Lacy  since  my  interview  with  the  Constabhi 
He  anticipates,  I  suppose,  the  chance  of  bis  finding  ai 
me  a  severe  aunt !" 

But  the  domestics,  who  crowded  for  orders  with  reierenet 
to  her  removal  early  on  the  morrow,  began  now  to  divM 
the  current  of  their  lady's  thoughts  from  the  consider- 
ation of  her  own  particular  situation,  which,  as  the  pra»- 
pect  presented  nothing  pleasant,  with  the  elastic  spirit  ol 
youth,  she  willingly  postponed  till  farther  leisure. 


CHAPTER  XUL 

Too  much  rest  if  nut. 

There's  e\'cr  cheer  in  changing ; 
We  lyne  by  too  much  tnist. 
So  we'U  be  up  and  ranging. 

CHdSong. 
• 

Early  on  the  subsequent  morning,  a  gallant  compft" 
ny,  saddened  indeed  by  the  deep  mourning  which  dwir 
principals  wore,  left  the  well-defended  Castle  of  ths 
Garde  Doloureuse,  which  had  been  so  lately  the  sceas 
of  such  remarkable  events. 
77?e  sun  was  just  bepnmnj^  to  ^iSaslX^  ^e\3«w^  ^m^ 
nhich  had  fatten  during;  tbe  iw^t,  w*^  to  «»^Tife* 
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pejr  mist  which  eddied  around  towers  and  battle- 
S|  when  Wilkin  Flammock,  with  six  cross-bow  men 
^rseback,  and  as  many  spearmen  on  foot,  sallied 
from  under  the  Gothic  gate-way,  and  crossed  the 
ling  draw-bridge.  After  this  advanced  guard,  came 
household  servants  well  mounted,  and  after  them, 
iny  inferior  female  attendants  all  in  mourning.  Then 
forth  the  young  Lady  Eveline  herself,  occupying 
entre  of  the  little  procession,  and  her  long  black 
.  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  colour  of  her 
white  palfrey.  Beside  her,  on  a  Spanish  jennet, 
;ift  of  her  affectionate  father, — ^who  had  procured  it 
high  rate,  and  who  would  have  given  half  his  sub- 
e  to  gratify  his  daughter, — sat  die  girlish  form  of 
Flammock,  who  had  so  much  of  juvenile  shyness 
r  manner,  so  much  of  feeling  and  of  judgment  in  her 
;bts  and  actions.  Dame  Margery  followed,  mixed 
J  party  escorted  by  Father  Aldrovand,  whose  com- 
she  chiefly  frequented  ;  for  Margery  affected  a 
the  character  of  tlie  devotee,  and  her  influence  in 
imily,  as  having  been  Eveline's  nurse,  was  so  great 
render  her  no  improper  companion  for  the  chap- 
when  her  lady  did  not  require  her  attendance  on 
wn  person.  Then  came  old  Raoul  the  huntsman, 
ife,  and  two  or  three  other  oflicers  of  Raymond 
iger's  household  ;  the  steward,  with  his  golden 
,  velvet  cassock,  and  white  wand,  bringing  up  the 
which  was  closed  by  a  small  band  of  archers,  and 
ncn-at-arms.  The  guards,  and  indeed  the  greater 
of  the  attendants,  were  only  designed  to  give  the 
sary  degree  of  honour  to  the  young  lady's  move- 
I,  by  accompanying  her  a  short  space  from  the 
!,  where  they  were  met  by  the  Constable  of  Ches- 
rho,  with  a  retinue  of  thirty  lances,  proposed  him- 
o  escort  Eveline  as  far  as  Gloucester,  the  place 
T  destination.  Under  his  protection  no  danger  was 
apprehended,  even  if  the  severe  defe^X  ^V^V^"^ 
aed  fy  the  Welsh  had  not  of  \lse\?  Veeti  \\V€v^ 
wn/  apjr  attempt,  on  the  part  ot  x\\a&^  \\w\^« 
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mountaineers,  to  disiurb  the  safety  of  the  marches  fix 
some  time  to  come. 

In  pursuance  nf  this  arrangement,  which  permitted  lbs 
armed  purt  of  Eveline's  retinue  to  return  for  tlje  protec* 
tion  of  the  casilc,  and  the  resiorfiiion  of  order  in  the 
district  around,  the  Constable  awaited  her  atthefalil 
bridge,  at  the  head  of  the  gallant  band  of  selected  hone* 
men  whom  he  liad  ordered  to  attend  upon  him.  Tht 
parties  hailed,  as  if  lo  salute  each  other ;  but  tin  Coiun* 
Lie,  observing  that  Eveline  drew  her  veil  more  cloadf 
around  her,  and  recollecling  the  loss  she  bid  so  htdf 
sustained  ou  that  luckless  spot,  had  the  judgment  to  cob* 
(rnc  his  greeting  to  a  mute  reverence,  so  low  that  tha 
lofty  phime  which  he  wore,  (for  he  was  now  in  compleU 
armour,)  mingled  with  the  flowing  mane  of  his  galllK 
horse.  Wilkin  Flaniniock  next  halted,  (o  ask  tbs  ImIj 
if  she  had  any  farllier  commands. 

"  A'one,  good  Wilkin,"  said  Eveline  ;  "  but  to  be,  u 
ever,  true  and  watclirul." 

*'  The  properties  of  a  good  mastiff,"  said  Flammock. 
"  Some  nidc  sagacity,  and  a  stout  hand  instead  of  b  shtip 
case  of  teclh,  are  all  ihnt  I  can  claim  to  be  added  10 
them — I  will  do  my  best. — Fare  thee  well,  Roschen ! 
Thou  art  going  among  strangers — forget  nOI'tlie  qualities 
whieh  made  thee  loved  at  home.  The  saints  bless  the« 
—farewell !" 

The  steward  next  approached  to  take  his  leave,  but  in 
doing  so,  had  nearly  met  with  a  fatal  accident.  It  bad 
beeu  the  pleasure  of  Raoul,  who  was  in  his  own  disposi- 
tion cross-grained,  and  in  person  rheumatic,  to  accommo- 
date himself  witli  an  old  Arab  horse,  which  had  been  kept 
for  the  sake  of  the  breed,  as  lean,  and  almost  as  lame  as 
himself,  and  wiih  a  (emper  as  vicious  as  that  of  a  fiend. 
Betwixt  the  rider  and  the  horse,  vaa  a  constant  misunde^ 
Standing,  testified  on  Itaoul's  par[  by  oaths,  rough  checks 
with  the  cuib,  and  severe  digging  with  the  spurs,  which 
Mahound,  (so  paganishly  wa.'i  the  horse  named)  answered 
fy  plunging,  bouiidin',  and  fcAeavoaVm^Vi'j  »!A  ^^.^odU 
eots  lo  unseat  his  rider,  as  wcW  as  su'KTOt.*^^*^™^^* 
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fbriously  at  whatever  else  approached  him.  It  was 
thought  by  many  of  the  household,  that  Raoul  prefer- 
red this  vicious,  cross-tempered  animal  upon  all  occa- 
sions when  he  travelled  in  company  with  his  wife,  in  or- 
der to  take  advantage  by  the  chance,  that  amongst  the 
various  kicks,  plunges,  gambades,  lashings  out,  and  other 
eccentricities  of  Mahound,  his  heels  might  come  in 
contact  with  Dame  Gillian's  ribs.  And  now,  when  as 
the  important  steward  spurred  up  his  palfrey  to  kiss  his 
young  lady's  hand,  and  to  take  his  leave,  it  seemed  to 
the  bystanders  as  if  Raoul  so  managed  his  bridle  and 
spur,  that  Mahouud  yerked  out  his  hoofs  at  the  same 
moment,  one  of  which  coming  in  contact  with  the  stew- 
ard's thigh,  would  have  splintered  it  like  a  rotten  reed, 
had  the  parties  been  a  couple  of  inches  nearer  to  each 
other.  As  it  was,  the  steward  sustained  considerable 
damage ;  and  they  that  observed  the  grin  upon  Raoul's 
vinegar '  countenance  entertained  little  doubt,  that  Ma- 
hound's  heels  then  and  there  avenged  certain  nods, 
winks,  and  wreathed  smiles,  which  had  passed  betwixt 
the  gold-chained  functionary  and  the  coquettish  tire- 
woman sinoe  the  party  left  the  castle. 

This  incident  abridged  the  painful  solemnity  of  part- 
ing betwixt  the  Lady  Eveline  and  her  dependants,  and 
lessened  at  tlie  same  time  the  formality  of  her  meeting 
with  the  Constable,  and,  as  it  were,  resigning  herself  to 
his  protection. 

Hugo  de  Lacy,  having  commanded  six  of  his  men- 
at-arms  to  proceed  as  an  advanced-guard,  remained  him- 
self to  see  the  steward  properly  deposited  on  a  litter, 
and  then  witli  the  rest  of  his  followers,  marched  in  mili- 
tary fashion  about  one  hundred  yards  in  tlie  rear  of 
Lady  Eveline  and  her  retinue,  judiciously  forbearing  to 
present  himself  to  her  society  while  she  was  engaged 
in  the  orisons  which  the  place  where  they  met  naturally 
suggested,  and  waiting  patiently  until  the  elasticity  of 
joudiful  temper  should  require  some  dWex^vow  ^^  ^\^ 
^o(nny  thoughts  which  the  scene  inspireA. 

/^*      VOL.    /. 
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Guided  by  this  poKcy,  the  Constable  did  nol  ip 
proach  the  ladies  until  the  advance  of  the  mommg  rbp 
dered  it  politeness  to  remind  tliem,  tliat  a  pleasant  ^flC 
for  breaking  tlieir  fast  occurred  in  the  neighbourhoodi 
where  he  had  ventured  to  make  some  preparatioiis  fiv 
rest  and  refreshment.     Immediately  after  the  Lady  Eve* 
line  had  iiuimated  her  acceptance  of  this  courtcsy»  tbej 
came  in  sight  of  tlie  spot  he  alluded  to,  marked  by  an  an- 
cient oak,  which,  spreading  its  broad  branches  far  and 
wide,  reminded  tlie  traveller  of  that  of  Mamre,  under 
which  celestial  beings  accepted  tlie  hospitality  of  the 
patriarch.      Across  two  of  tliese  huge  projecting  arms 
was  flung  a  piece  of  rose-coloured  sarsnet,  as  a  canopy  lo' 
keep  off  tlie  morning  beams  which  were  already  lismg 
high.      Cushions  of  silk,  interchanged  with  others  cover- 
ed with  the  furs  of  animals  of  the  chase,  were  arranged 
round  a  repast,  which  a  Norman  cook  had  done  his  ut- 
most to  distinguish,  by  tlie  superior  delicacy  of  his  artt 
from  tlie  gross  meals  of  tlie  Saxons,  and  the  penurious 
simplicity  of  the  Welch  tables.     A  foimtain,  which  hub- 
bled  from  under  a  large  mossy  stone  at  some  distance, 
refreshed  the  ear  with  its  sound,  and  the  taste  with  its 
liquid  crystal ;  while,  at  tlie  same  time,  it  formed  a  cis- 
tern for  cooling  two  or  three  flasks  of  Gascon  wine  and 
hippocras,  wliich  were  at  tliat  tinie  the  necessary  accom- 
paniments of  the  morning  mcaL 

When  EveUne,  with  Rose,  tiie  Confessor,  and  at  some 
farther  distance  her  faithful  nurse,  was  seated  at  this  syl- 
van banquet,  the  leaves  rustling  to  a  gentle  breeze,  the 
water  bubbling  in  the  back-ground,  the  birds  twittering 
around,  while  Uie  half-heard  sounds  of  conversation  and 
laughter  at  a  distance  announced  tliat  their  guard  was  in 
their  vicinity,  she  could  not  avoid  making  the  ConstaUe 
some  natural  compliment  on  his  happy  selection  of  a 
place  of  repose. 

'^  You  do  me  more  than  justice,"  replied  the  Baron  | 
*'  tlie    spot  was  selected  by  my   nephew,  who  hath  a 
-  fancy  like  a  minstrel.     Myself  am  Yml  ^"ot  Vsi  ^sslaugal^ 
ingsucb  dcvicesJ*^ 
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Rose  looked  full  at  her  mistress,  as  if  she  endeav- 
oured  to  look  into  her  very  inmost  soul ;  but  Ereline 
tDswered  with  the  utmost  simplicity, — "  And  wherefore 
huh  not  the  noble  Damian  waited  to  join  us  at  the  enter- 
binment  which  he  haih  directed !"' 

"  He  prefers  riding  onward,"  said  the  Baron,  "  with 
■nne  light-horsemen ;  for,  notnith standing  lliere  are 
now  no  Welch  knaves  stirring,  yet  the  marches  are 
never  free  from  robbers  and  outlaws ;  and  tlwugh  tliere 
is  nothing  to  fear  for  a  band  like  ours,  yet  you  should 
not  be  alarmed  even  by  the  approach  of  danger." 

"  I  have  indeed  seen  but  too  much  of  it  lately," 
taid  Eveline  ;  and  relapsed  into  tlie  melancholy  mood 
from  which  the  novelty  of  the  scene  had  for  a  moment 
awakened  her. 

Xfeanwhtle,  the  Consuble,  removing,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  squire,  his  mailed  hood  and  liis  steel  crest, 
IS  welt  as  his  gauntlets,  remained  in  his  flexible  coat- 
of-mall,  composed  entirely  of  rings  of  steel  curiously 
interwoven,  his  handf  bare,  and  his  brows  covered  with 
a  velvet  bonnet  of  a  peculiar  fashion,  appropriated  to  tlio 
use  of  knights,  and  called  a  mortitr,  which  permitted 
him  both  to  converse  and  to  eat  more  easily  tlian  when 
he  wore  the  full  defensive  armour.  His  discourse  was 
plain,  sensible,  and  manly  ;  and,  turning  upon  the  state 
of  the  country,  and  the  precautions  to  be  observed  for 
governing  and  defending  so  disorderly  a  frontier,  it  be- 
came gradually  interesting  to  Eveline,  one  of  whose 
warmest  wishes  was  to  be  the  protectress  of  her  father's 
nasals.  De  Lacy,  on  his  part,  seemed  much  pleased  ; 
for  young  as  Eveline  was,  her  questions  showed  intelli- 
gence, and  her  mode  of  answering,  boili  apprehension 
and  docility.  In  short,  familiarity  was  so  far  established 
betwixt  them,  that  in  the  next  stage  of  tlieir  journey  the 
Constable  seemed  to  think  his  appro[)riate  place  was  at 
the  Lady  Eveline's  bridle-rein  ;  and  atlliougli  she  cer- 
tainly did  notcountenanceliisattcndance,y<:t  n9\^^et  £v\ 
tba  seem  wiUmg  to  discourage  it.  H'imseVt  w>  miittt*. 
»w;  MhlHM'gh  captivated  both  with  the  bca»\^  Mv*^  '^ 
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amiable  qualities  of  the  fair  orphan,  De  Lacy  was  air 

isfied  with  being  endured  as  a  companion,  and  made  M 
efforts  to  improve  the  opportunity  which  this  familiaii^ 
afforded  him,  by  recurring  to  any  of  the  tojMCS  of  dw 
preceding  day. 

A  halt  was  made  at  noon  in  a  small  viUage,  what 
the  same  pur\'eyor  had  made  preparations  for  their  a^ 
commodation,  and  particularly  for  that  of  the  Lady  Eve- 
line ;  but,  sometliing  to  her  surprise,  he  himself  remainr 
ed  invisible.  The  conversation  of  the  Constabk  of 
Chester  was  doubtless  in  tlie  highest  degree  inatructm ; 
but  at  Eveline's  years,  a  maiden  might  be  excused  far 
wishing  some  addition  to  the  society  in  the  person  of 
a  younger  and  less  serious  attendant ;  and  when  she 
recollected  the  regularity  with  which  Damian  Lacy  bad 
hitherto  made  his  respects  to  her,  she  rather  wondered 
at  his  continued  absence.  But  her  reflection  went  no 
deeper  than  the  passing  tliought  of  onewhowasnotquits 
so  much  delighted  with  her  present  company,  as  not  to  be- 
lieve it  capable  of  an  agreeable  addition.  She  was  lend- 
ing a  patient  ear  to  tlie  account  which  the  Constable 
gave  her  of  the  descent  and  pedigree  of  a  gallant  knigbt 
of  the  distinguished  family  of  Herbert,  at  whose  cattle 
he  purposed  to  repose  during  the  night,  when  one  of  the 
retinue  announced  a  messenger  from  tlie  Lady  of  Bald- 
ringham. 

"  My  honoured  fatlier's  aunt,"  said  Eveline,  aridng 
to  testify  that  respect  for  age  and  relationsliip  which  the 
manners  of  the  time  required. 

*<  I  knew  not,"  said  the  Constable,  "  that  my  gallfot 
friend  had  such  a  relative." 

"  She  was  my  grandmother's  sister,"  answered  Eve- 
line, ''  a  noble  Saxon  lady  ;  but  she  disliked  the  match 
formed  with  a  Norman  house,  and  never  saw  her  sister 
after  the  period  of  her  marriage." 

She  broke  off,  as  the   messenger,  who  had  the  ajH 
/)earance  of  the  steward  of  a  person  of  consequence,  en- 
tered  their  presence,  and  bewAVw^  \\\^  VxvRa  T^N^miSq^ 
delivered  a  letter^  which,  bem^  eiLWum^^  Ns^  ^^fiwst  ^ 
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droyand,  was  found  to  contain  the  following  invitation^ 
eipressed  not  in  French,  then  the  general  language  of 
oommonication  amongst  the  gentry,  but  in  the  old  Saxon 
hnguage,  modified  as  it  now  was  by  some  intermixture 
of  French. 

**  If  the  grand-daughter  of  Aelfreid  of  Baldringham 
liath  so  much  of  the  old  Saxon  strain  as  to  desire  to 
lee  an  ancient  relation,  who  still  dwells  in  the  house  oi 
her  forefathers,  and  lives  after  their  manner,  she  is  thus 
invited  to  repose  for  the  night  in  tlie  dwelling  of  Ermen- 
garde  of  Baldringham.^' 

**  Your  pleasure  will  be,  doubtless,  to  decline  the  pres- 
ent hospitality?*'  said  the  Constable  de  Lacy ;  *'  tlie  noble 
Herbert  expects  us,  and  has  made  great  preparation." 

"  Your  presence,  my  lord,"  said  Eveline,  "  will  more 
than  console  him  for  my  absence.  It  is  fitting  and  proper 
that  I  should  meet  my  aunt's  advances  to  reconciliation! 
nice  she  has  condescended  to  make  tliem." 

De  Lacy's  brow  was  slightly  clouded,  for  seldom  had 
he  met  with  anything  approaching  to  contradiction  of 
his  pleasure.  "  I  pray  you  to  reflect.  Lady  Eveline," 
he  said,  "  that  your  aunt's  house  is  probably  defence- 
less, or  at  least  very  imperfectly  guarded — Would  it  not 
be  your  pleasure  that  I  should  continue  my  dutiful  attend- 
ance r 

'*  Of  that,  my  lord,  mine  aunt  can,  in  her  own  house, 
be  the  sole  judge  ;  and  mcthinks,  as  she  has  not  deem- 
ed it  necessary  to  request  the  honour  of  your  lordship's 
company,  it  were  unbecoming  in  me  to 'permit  you  to 
take  the  trouble  of  attendance  ; — ^you  have  already  had 
but  too  much  on  my  account." 

"  But  for  the  sake  of  your  own  safety,  madam," 
•aid  De  Lacy,  unwilling  to  leave  his  charge. 

**  My  safety,  my  lord,  cannot  be  endangered  in  the 
house  of  so  near  a  relative  :  whatever  precautions  she 
may  take  on  her  own  behalf,  will  doubtless  be  amply 
sufficient  for  mine." 

^ I  hope  it  will  be  found  so,"   saidDe  I-^blc^  \  ^^  %xA\ 
mS  Mi  ha^ft  add  to  them  the  security  at  a  Tpa\To\  ^\qw».^ 
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the  castle  during  your  abode  in  it."     He  slopped  wi 

then  proceeded  wiih  some;  liesitatiou  to  express  Ui  bofli 

that  Eveline,  non  about  to  visit  a  kinswoman  vhote  ps- 

:.'        judices  i>gainst  the  Norman  race  were  generally  lotMii 

''         would  be  oil  her  guard  agaiost  nbat  she  might  bear  if 

:|      .   on  that  subject. 

j.  Eveline  aiisncred  with  dignity,  that  the  dan^itvaf 

I  Raymond  Berengernas  unlikely  to  listen  to  any  opiiuoM 

!;  which  would  affect  the  dignity  of  that  good  knight's  M- 
L  tion  and  descent ;  and  with  tiiis  assurance,  the  ConsuUS) 

;^  finding  it  impossible  to  obtain  any  which  had  more  spedd 
:;  reference  to  himself  and  his  suit,  was  compelled  to  le- 
!';  main   satisfied.       He  recollected  also  that  toe  Cutle  of 

'  Herbert  was  ivitliin  two  miles  of  tlie  habitatkm  of  da 

^  Lady  of  llaldrinj^Iiam,  and  that  his  separation  from  Eve- 

''  line  was  bill  for  one  night ;  yet  a  sense  of  the  difieieoM 

betwixt  their  leais,  and  perhaps  of  liis  own  deficiency 
in  tliose  lighter  qunlificatious  by  uliich  the  female  beul 
\i  is  supposed  to  be  most  frccjueiitly  won,  rendered  evei 
this  temporary  absence  matter  of  anxious  lliougbt  ami 
apprehension  ;  so  that,  during  iJieir  afternoon  journey, 
lie  rode  in  silence  by  Evelmc's  side,  rather  meditatin| 
;  what  niiglit  chance  to-morrow,  than  endeavouring  to  avail 

himself  of  present  opportunity.  In  tliis  imsocial  man- 
ner they  travelled  on  until  tlie  point  was  reached  when 
they  were  to  separate  for  ilic  evening. 

Tliis  was  an  elevated  spot,  from  which  ihey  could  see 
on  the  right  hand,  the  Castle  of  Amelot  Herbert,  risinf 
high  upon  an  einincnce,  with  all  its  Gothic  pinnacles  ani! 
turrets  ;  and  on  tlic  left,  low-embowered  amongst  oakei 
woods,  tlic  rude  and  lonely  dwelling  in  which  the  Lid] 
j  of  Baldringham  slill  maintained  the  customs  of  the  An- 

I  glo-Sa\ons,  and  looked  wiUi  contempt  and  hatred  on  al 

innoVBlions  tliat  bad  been  introduced  since  the  battle  ol 
Hastings. 

Here  Uie  Constable  De  Lacy,  having  charged  a  pan 
of  his  men  lo  attend  the  Lady  Eveline  lo  the  house  ol 
her  relauoa,  and  to  kee\>  wb.u:\\  uouiv^  'vl  vi'vOn  '^lAnM 
rigilaace,  but  at  suchad\awnceftswi\^vw*.i&'»«ti5s» 
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orincooveiiience  to  the  family,  kissed  her  hand,  and  look 

trblucUnt  leave.  Eveline  proceeded  onwards  by  a 
padi  sg  bitle  trodden,  as  to  sliow  the  solitary  condititm 
of  the  mansion  to  which  it  led.  Large  kine,  of  an  un- 
common and  vnliiable  breed,  were  feeding  in  the  rich 
pastui'cs  around  ;  ond  now  and  tlicn  fallow  deer,  which 
ippeared  to  have  lost  the  shyness  of  their  nature,  tripped 
across  die  glades  of  tlic  woodland,  or  stood  and  lay  in 
small  groups  under  some  great  oak.  The  transient  pleas- 
ure which  such  a  scene  of  rural  (jnietwas  calculated  to 
■ffi)rd,  changed  to  more  serious  feelings,  when  a  sudden 
turn  brought  ber  at  once  in  front  of  the  mansion-house, 
of  which  slic  had  seen  nodiing  since  s!ie  first  beheld  it 
fiftm  tlie  point  where  she  parted  with  tlie  Constable,  and 
which  she  had  more  than  one  reason  for  regarding  with 
gome  apprehension. 

The  house,  lor  it  could  not  be  termed  a  castle,  was 
only  two  stories  high,  low  and  massively  built,  with  doors 
and  windows  forming  tlie  heavy  round  arch  which  is 
usually  called  Sa^con  ; — the  walls  were  mantled  with  va- 
rious creeping  plants,  which  had  crept  along  tlicm  un- 
disturbed— grass  grew  up  to  liic  very  ihrcshold,  at  which 
htinga  buiTaloc's  horn,  suspended  by  a  brass  chain.  A 
massive  door  of  black  oak  closed  a  gate,  which  much  re- 
sembled the  ancient  entrance  of  a  ruined  sepulchre,  and 
not  a  soul  appeared  to  acknowledge  or  greet  their  arrival. 

"  Were  1  you,  my  Lady  Eveline,"  said  the  officious 
dame  Gillian,  "  I  would  turn  bridle  yet  ;  for  tins  old 
dungeon  seems  little  likely  to  afford  food  or  siieher  to 
Christian  folks." 

Eveline  imposed  silence  on  her  indiscreet  attendant, 
though  herself  exchanging  a  look  with  Rose  which  con- 
fessed something  hke  timidity,  as  she  commanded  Raoul 
to  blow  the  horn  at  the  gate.  "  1  have  heard,"  she 
■aid,  "  that  my  aunt  loves  the  ancient  customs  so  well, 
that  slie  is  loath  to  admit  into  her  halls  anything  younger 
than  the  time  of  Edward  tlie  Confessor." 

Raou},  in  the  meantime,  cursing  the  nide  WRX-tinu^l*. 
wAtcA  baSed  his  akiil  in   sounding  a  reguW  caW,  mv4 
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giye  voice  only  to  a  tremendous  and  dMOOidant 
which  seemed  to  shake  tlie  old  walls,  thick  as  tbej  wen, 
repeated  his  summons  three  times  before  they  obtaiiied 
admittance.  On  the  third  sounding,  the  gate  openedi 
and  a  numerous  retinue  of  ser\'ants  of  both  sexes  ap 
peared  in  the  dark  and  narrow  hall,  at  the  upper  end  cf 
which  a  great  fire  of  wood  was  sending  its  fumace-bhst 
up  an  antique  chimney,  whose  front,  as  extensive  as  tint 
of  a  modern  kitchen,  was  carved  over  with  omameDli 
of  massive  stone,  and  garnished  on  the  top  with  a  kng 
range  of  niches,  from  each  of  which  frowned  the  image 
of  some  Saxon  Saint,  whose  barbarous  name  was  scarce 
to  be  found  in  the  Romish  calendar. 

The  same  officer  who  had  brought  the  invitation  from 
his  lady  to  Eveline,  now  stepped  forward,  as  she  sii|^ 
posed,  to  assist  her  from  her  palfrey  ;  but  it  was  in  rest 
ity  to  lead  it  by  the  bridle-rein  into  the  paved  ball  itself 
and  up  to  a  raised  platfonn,  or  daitj  at  tlie  upper  end 
of  which  she  was  at  length  permitted  to  dismount.  Two 
matrons  of  advanced  years,  and  four  young  women  of 
gentle  birth,  educated  by  tlie  bounty  of  Ermengardci 
attended  with  reverence  tlie  arrival  of  her  kinswoman. 
Eveline  would  have  inquired  of  them  for  her  grand-aimt, 
but  the  matrons  witli  much  respect  laid  their  fingers  on 
their  mouths,  as  if  to  enjoin  her  silence  ;  a  gesture  which, 
united  to  the  singularity  of  her  reception  in  other  re* 
spects,  still  further  excited  her  curiosity  to  see  her  veiH 
erable  relative. 

It  was  soon  gratified  ;  for,  through  a  pair  of  folding- 
doors  which  opened  not  far  from  tlie  platform  on  whidi 
she  stood,  she  was  ushered  into  a  large  low  apartment 
hung  with  arras ;  at  the  upper  end  of  which,  under  a 
species  of  canopy,  was  seated  the  ancient  Lady  of 
Baldringham.  Fourscore  years  had  not  quenched  the 
brightness  of  her  eyes,  or  bent  an  inch  of  her  stately 
height ;  her  grey  hair  was  still  so  profuse  as  to  form  a 
tier,  combined  as  it  was  with  a  chaplet  of  ivy  leaves  ; 
ber  long  dark-coloured  gown  feYL  \ti  «xu\\«  (^^9^%  ^"Qil  ^ 
bfoidered  girdle^  which  gathered  \\  wouiA  \»t 
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ened  by  a  buckle  of  gold,  studded  with  precious  stones, 
which  were  worth  an  Earl's  ransom ;  her  features,  whirh 
had  once  been  beautiful,  or  rather  majestic,  bore  still, 
though  faded  and  wrinkled,  an  air  of  meloncholy  and 
nern  grandeur,  that  assorted  well  with  her  garb  and  de- 
portment. She  had  a  staff  of  ebony  in  her  hand  ;  at 
her  feat  rested  a  large  aged  wolf-dog,  who  pricked  his 
ears  and  bristled  up  his  neck,  as  the  srep  of  n  stranger, 
a  sound  so  seldom  heard  in  those  halls,  approached  the 
chair  in  which  his  aged  mistress  sat  motionless. 

"  Peace,  Thryme,"  said  tlie  venerable  dame  ;  "  and 
Ifaou,  daughter  of  the  house  of  Baldringbam,  approach, 
and  fear  not  tlieir  ancient  servant." 

ThR  hound  sunk  down  to  his  couchant  posture  when  she 
tpoke,  end,  excepting  the  red  glare  of  his  eyes,  might 
hare  seemed  a  hieroglyphical  emblem,  lying  at  the  feet 
of  some  ancient  priestess  of  Woden,  or  Freya  ;  so  strong- 
ly did  the  appearance  of  Ermengarde,  wilh  her  rod  and 
her  chaplet,  correspond  with  the  ideas  of  the  days  of 
Paganism.  Yet  he  who  had  thus  deemed  of  her  would 
have  done  therein  much  injustice  to  a  venerable  Chris- 
tian matron,  who  had  given  many  a  hide  of  land  lo  holy 
church,  in  honour  of  God  and  Saint  Dimstan. 

Ermengarde's  reception  of  Eveline  was  of  the  same 
antiquated  and  formal  cast  with  her  mansion  and  her  ei- 
terior.  She  did  not  at  first  arise  from  her  scat  when 
ihe  luAle  maiden  approached  her,  nor  did  she  even  ad- 
mit her  to  the  salute  which  she  advanced  to  offer  ;  but, 
laying  her  hand  on  Eveline's  arm,  stopped  her  as  she  ad- 
ranced,  and  perused  her  countenance  with  an  canicst  and 
unsparing  eye  of  minute  observation. 

"  Berwine,"  she  said  to  the  most  favoured  of  the  two 
Itlendaols,  "  our  niece  hath  the  skin  and  eyes  of  the  Sax- 
m  hue  ;  hue  the  hue  of  her  eyebrows  and  hair  Is  from 
the  foreigner  and  alien. — Thou  art,  nevertheless,  wel- 
come to  my  house,  maiden,"  she  addud,  addressing  Evo- 
lioe,  "  especially  if  tbou  canst  bear  to  he%i  l\\ftV  >Xv3ML%tV 
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not  aljpoliitcly  a  perfect  crealiire,  as  doubtless  llieSC  fill- 
lercrs  around  tliee  have  taiiglil  thee  to  believe." 

So  snying,  slie  ai  length  arose,  autl  saluted  her  nko 
with  a  kiss  on  tlie  fordiead.  She  released  her  not,  bo** 
ever,  from  her  grasp,  but  proeecdcd  to  give  the  attrotiD> 
to  Ikt  garments  which  slie  had  Iiiiherlo  bestowed  U]us 
her  features. 

"  Saint  Dunstan  keep  lis  from  vanity  !"  she  said  ;  "  and 
so  tills  is  the  new  guise — and  modest  maidens  wear  sod 
tunics  as  these,  showing  the  shape  of  their  peracns  ti 
plain  as  if  (SnJr.t  Mar)'  defend  us  !)  they  were  alb^thcr 
without  garments  I  And  -see,  Bnrwine,  thcEe  gauds  n 
the  neck,  and  that  neck  itself  uncovered  as  low  as  the 
shoulder — these  he  die  guises  which  strangers  ban 
6rouc:!it  into  merry  England  !  and  tins  poucli,  like  i 
pinyer's  placket,  liatli  but  little  to  ilo  with  houscwifeij, 
I  not  ;  and  that  dagser,  too,  like  a  glee-man's  wife*  ibil 
rides  a  mumming  in  masculine  apparel — dost  lluHi  erer 
go  to  the  wars,  maiden,  that  tliou  wearest  steel  at  tbjr 
girdle  ?" 

Eveline,  equally  surprised  and  disobliged  by  tlie  de- 
preciating catalogue  of  licr  apparel,  replied  to  the  Utf 
question  with  some  spirit, — "  I'he  mode  may  have  alter* 
ed,  madam  ;  hut  1  only  wear  such  garments  as  are  now 
worn  by  those  of  my  age  and  condition.  For  the  poo- 
iard,  may  it  please  you,  it  is  r.ot  many  days  since  1  renrd- 
ed  it  as  the  la=!t  rcsouree  hetwixl  me  and  dbhonour. ' 

"  The  maiden  speaks  ntjll  and  boldly,  Berwine,"  said 
Dame  Ermcngardc  ;  "  and,  in  truth,  pass  wc  but  over 
Eome  of  ihese  vain  Tripperics,  is  atlired  in  a  comely  fash- 
ion. Thy  father,  1  hear,  fell  knigbl-like  in  tlio  field  of 
battle," 

"  He  did  so,"  answered  Eveline,  her  eyes  filling  with 
Ipirs  at  the  recollection  of  her  recent  loss. 

"  I  never  saw  him,"  continued  Dame  Ermengarde  ; 
"  he  carried  the  old  Norman  scorn  towards  the  Saxoo 
stock,  whom  they  wed  hut  for  what  they  can  make  if 
them,  as  the  bramble  clings  to  llw  eW ', — uv,-,wevBr  seat 
to  vindicate  him,"  she  conlioueA,  o\»errai^<&Mx'&-««^ar 


■f 

I 


THE  bethotiied*  '    147 

was  about  to  speak,  "  I  have  known  the  Norman  spirit  for 
many  a  year  ere  thou  wert  bom." 

At  this  moment  the  steward  appeared  in  the  chamber, 
and,  after  a  long  genuflection,  asked  his  lady's  pleasure 
craceming  the  guard  of  Norman  soldiers  who  remained 
without  the  mansion, 

"  Norman  soldiers  so  near  the  house  of  Baldringham  !" 
ml  the  old  lady,  fiercely  ;  '<  who  brings  them  hither, 
lad  for  what  purpose  P* 

"  They  came,  as  1  think,"  said  the  sewer,  "  to  wait 
on  and  guard  this  gracious  young  lady." 

"  What,  my  daughter,"  said  Ermengarde,  in  a  tone 
of  melancholy  reproach,  "  darest  thou  not  trust  thyself 
in)s:uarded  for  one  night  in  the  castle  of  thy  foriefatliers  ?" 

**  God  forbid  else  !"  said  Eveline.  "  But  these  men 
we  not  mine,  nor  under  my  authority.  They  are  part 
of  tlie  train  of  the  Constable  De  Lacy,  who  left  lliem 
to  watch  around  the  castle,  thinking  tliere  might  be  dan- 
ger from  robbers." 

"  Robbers,"  said  Ermengarde,  "  have  never  harmed 
the  bouse  of  Baldringham,  since  a  Norninn  robber  stole 
from  it  its  best  treasure  in  the  person  of  thy  grandmoUi- 
er. — And  so,  poor  bird,  thou  art  already  captive — un- 
happy flutterer  !  But  it  is  thy  lot,  and  wherefore  should 
I  wonder  or  repine  ?  When  was  there  fair  maiden  with 
a  wealthy  dower,  but  she  was  ere  maturity  destined  to 
be  the  slave  of  some  of  those  petty  kings,  who  allow  us 
to  call  nothing  ours  that  their  passions  can  covet  ?  Well 
— 1  cannot  aid  thee — I  am  but  a  poor  and  neglected 
woman,  feeble  both  from  sex  and  age. — And  to  which 
of  these  De  Lacys  art  tliou  the  destined  household 
dnidge  ?" 

A  question  so  asked,  and  by  one  whose  prejudices 
were  of  such  a  determined  character,  was  not  likely  to 
draw  from  Eveline  any  confession  of  the  real  circum- 
stances in  which  she  was  placed,  since  it  was  but  too 
plain  her  Saxon  relation  could  have  aflorded  her  ue\lV\eT 
sound  conuse)  nor  useful  assistance.  She  pepVieA  \\AeTe- 
iw  bne/Jy,  that  as  tlw  Lacys,  and  the  Normans  \u  »cu- 
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era],  were  unnfelcome  to  her  kinswomtn,  she  wooU 
entreat  of  the  dMhmander  of  the  patrol  to  withdrew  k 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Baldringham. 

'*  Not  so,  my  niece,"  said  the  oM  lady ;  '*  as  we  caiH 

not  escape  the  Norman  neighb^HipliOodi  or  get  bejood 

the  sound  of  their  curfew,  it  sighlms  not  whether  thcj 

.   be  near  our  walls  or  more  far  off,  so  that  they  enter  them 

not. — And,  Berwine,  bid  Hundwolf  drench  the  NonoiM 

.  with  liquor,  and  gorge  them  with  food-^food  of  thSs'bjMli 

^and  liquor  of  the  strongest.      Let  them  not  M^kl^dd 

Saxon  hag  is  churlish  of  her  hospitality.    Broain%  pieea 

of  wine,  for  I  warrant  tlieir  gentle  stomachs  brocdE  ab  ale.* 

Berwine,  her  huge  bunch  of  keys  jangling  at  her  gnrdki 
withdrew  to  give  the  necessary  directions,  and  prwydf 
returned.  Meanwhile  Ermengarde  proceeded  to  tpie^ 
tion  her  niece  more  closely.  *'  Is  it  that  thou  wih  noCi 
or  canst  not,  tell  me  to  which  of  the  De  Lacyi  thoa 
art  to  be  bondswoman  ? — ^to  the  overweening  ConataUei 
who,  sheathed  in  impenetrable  armour,  and  mounted  oa 
a  swift  and  strong  horse,  as  invubnerable  as  himselt 
takes  pride  that  he  rides  down  and  stabs  at  his  ease,  and 
with  perfect  safety,  the  naked  Welshman  ?-^or  is  it  to  his 
nephew,  the  beardless  Damian  ?— or  must  thy  possessions 
go  to  mend  a  breach  in  the  fortunes  of  that  other  cousin, 
Randal  Lacy,  the  decayed  reveller,  who,  they  say 
can  no  longer  rufOe  it  among  the  debauched  crusaders 
for  want  of  means  ?" 

"  My  honoured  aunt,"  replied  Eveline,  naturally  dis- 

f  leased  with  this  discourse,  *'  to  none  of  the  Lacys,  and 
trust  to  none  other,  Saxon  or  Norman,  will  your  kins* 
woman  become  a  household  drudge.  There  was,  before 
the  death  of  my  honoured  father,  some  treaty  betwixt 
him  and  the  Constable,  on  which  account  I  cannot  at 
present  decline  his  attendance  ;  but  what  may  be  the 
issue  of  it,  fate  must  determine." 

*'  But  I  can  show  thee,  niece,  how  the  balance  of 
fate  inclines,"  said  Ermengarde,  in  a  low  and  mysleri* 
ous  voice,      '^  Those  united  wiAi  \i«  \s^  \&k^  ^^c«^  ii 
^me  sort,  tiie  privilege  ot  \cM>\unf^  ^otvwii  \m?]qgA  *^ 
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points  of  present  time,  and  seeing  in  their  very  bud  tlie 
thorns  or  flowers  which  are  one  day  to  encircle  tlicir 
head." 

"  For  nay  own  sake,  noble  kinswoman,"  answered 
Efeline,  **I  would  decline  such  foreknowledge,  even 
trerc  it  possible  to  acquire  it  without  transgressing  the 
rules  of  the  Church.  Could  I  have  foreseen  what  has 
befallen  me  within  these  last  unhappy  days,  1  had  lost 
thfr  enjoyment  of  every  happy  moment  before  that  time." 
"  Nevertheless,  daughter,"  sai.l  the  Lady  of  iJald- 
riogham,  "  thou,  Uke  others  of  tliy  race,  must  withm  this 
house  conform  to  the  rule,  of  passing  one  night  within 
the  chamber  of  the  Red-Finger. — Berwinc,  see  that  it 
be  prepared  for  my  niece's  reception." 

"  I — ^I — ^have  heard  speak  of  that  chamber,  gracious 
aunt,"  said  Eveline,  timidly,  "  and  if  it  may  consist  with  , 
your  good  pleastire,  I  would  not  now  choose  to  pass  the 
a^ht  there.  My  health  has  suffered  by  my  late  perils 
and  fatigues,  and  with  your  good -will  I  will  delay  to 
anotlier  time  the  usage,  which  1  have  heard  is  pccuUar 
to  the  daughters  of  the  house  of  Baldringham." 

"  And  which,  notwithstanding,  you  would  willingly 
avoid,'*  said  the  old  Saxon  lady,  bending  her  brows  an- 
grily. ''  Has  not  such  disobedience  cost  your  house 
enough  already  ?" 

"  Indeed,  honoured  and  gracious  lady,"  said  Bcr- 
wine,  unable  to  forbear  interference,  though  well  know- 
ing the  obstinacy  of  her  patroness,  "  that  chanibcr  is  in 
disrepair,  and  cannot  easily  on  a  sudden  be  made  (it  for 
the  Lady  Eveline ;  and  the  noble  damsel  looks  so  pale, 
and  hath  lately  suffered  so  much,  that,  might  1  have  the 
pennission  to  advise,  this  were  better  delayed." 

"  Thou  art  a  fool,  Berwine,"  said  the  old  lady,  stern- 
ly ;  "  thinkest  tliou  I  will  bring  anger  and  misfortune  on 
my  house,  by  suffering  this  girl  to  leave  it  without  ren- 
dering the  usual  homage  to  the  Red-Finger  f  Go  to— 
let  the  room  be  made  ready — small  preparation  may 
serve,  if  she  cherisJi  not  the  Norman  nicely  abov\l)5eOi 


l&O  TALES    OF   THE    CBCSADEBS. 

and  lodging.  Do  not  reply  ;  bui  do  as  I  command  tbee. 
— And  you,  Eveline — are  you  so  far  degenerated  from 
liie  brave  spiril  of  your  ancestry-,  that  you  dare  not  pasS' 
n  few  flours  in  an  ancient  apartment?" 

"You  are  my  hostess,  gracious  madam,"  said  Eve- 
line, *'  and  must  assign  my  apartment  nliere  you  judge, 
proper — my  courage  is  such  as  innocence  and  soinSj 
pride  of  blood  and  birth  have  given  mc.  It  has  beettiof 
late,  severely  tried  ;  but,  since  such  is  your  pleasure,  aod^ 
the  custom  of  your  house,  my  heart  is  yet  strong  enough 
to  encounter  what  you  propose  to  subject  me  to." 

She  paused  here  in  displeasure;  for  she  FeseotedL 
in  some  measure,  her  aunt's  conduct,  as  unkind  and 
inhospitable.  And  yet  when  she  redected  upon  iba 
foundation  of  the  legend  of  the  chamber  to  nhtcfa  she 
nas  consigned,  she  could  not  but  regard  the  Lady  of 
Caldringham  as  having  considerable  reason  for  her  coif 
,  .,t)Uct,  according  to  the  traditions  of  the  family,  and  tbtf 

"jef  of  the  times,  in  uliich  Eveline  herself  was  devout 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Tbrn  bnlkiH  wundii  sikI  UiMnmlile  ccmni ; 
Ttn n,  bkc  a  dylne:  Mho  (rom  a(nt, 
Hy  ■nnllier'avutcc,  ilial  ci>H.  "  Wed  not,  Alnejds — 
FnrcwBrsed.  Almtydii,  aiarriagc  b  llij  rrline. 


HE  evening  at  Baldringham  would  have  s 
porienlous  and  unendurable  length,  had  it  not  been  th«l| 
apprehended  danger  makes  lime  pass  quickly  briHnit  I 
U3  and  the  dreaded  hour,  and  that  if  Eveline  fell  lillle  I 
ioleresicd  or  amused  by  tlie  conversation  of  her  aont  I 
and  Berwine,  which  lurned  upon  the  bng  deduction  ofl 

ancestors  from  \lie  woT^iVe  ftojsa,  ^^4  Uw  C 
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Saxon  champioDSi  and  the  miracles  of  Saxon  monks,  she 
was  still  bener  pleased  to  listen  to  these  legends,  than  to 
anticipate  her  retreat  to  the  destined  and  dreaded  apart- 
ment where  slie  was  to  pass  the  night*  There  lacked 
not,  however,  such  amusement  as  tlie  house  of  Bald* 
riDgbun  could  afford,  to  pass  away  the  evening.  Bless- 
ed by  a  grave  old  Saxon  monk,  the  chaplain  of  the  house, 
a  sumptuous  entertainment,  which  might  have  sufficed 
twen^  hungry  men,  was  served  up  before  Ermengarde 
and  her  niece,  wliose  sole  assistants,  besides  the  rever- 
end man,  were  Berwine  and  Rose  Flammock.  Eveline 
was  the  less  inclined  to  do  justice  to  this  excess  of  hos- 
pitality, that  the  dishes  were  all  of  the  gross  and  substan- 
tial nature  which  the  Saxons  admired,  but  which  contrast- 
ed disadvantageously  with  the  refined  and  delicate  cook- 
ery of  the  Normans,  as  did  the  moderate  cup  of  light  and 
Ugh-flavoured  Gascon  wine,  tempered  with  more  than 
iialf  its  quantity  of  the  purest  water,  with  the  mighty 
lie,  the  high-spiced  pigment  and  hippocras,  and  die  other 
potent  liquors,  which,  one  after  another,  were  in  vam 
proffered  for  her  acceptance  by  the  steward  Hundwolfi 
in  honour  of  the  hospitality  of  Baldringham. 

Neither  were  the  stated  amusements  of  the  evening 
more  congenial  to  Eveline's  taste,  than  the  profusion  of 
her  aunt's  solid  refection.  When  the  boards  and  tresses, 
on  which  the  viands  had  been  served,  were  withdrawn 
from  the  apartment,  the  menials,  under  direction  of  the 
steward,  proceeded  to  light  several  long  waxen  torches, 
one  of  which  was  graduated  for  the  purpose  of  marking 
the  passing  time,  and  dividing  it  into  portions.  These 
were  announced  by  means  of  brazen  balls,  suspended 
by  threads  from  the  torch,  the  spaces  betwixt  them  being 
calculated  to  occupy  a  certain  time  in  burning  ;  so  th^t, 
when  the  flame  reached  tlie  tliread,  and  the  balls  fell, 
each  in  succession,  into  a  brazen  basin  placed  for  its 
reception,  the  office  of  a  modern  clock  was  in  some  de- 

rd  discharged.     By  this  light  the  party  was  arranged 
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The  ancient  Ermcngardc's  lofty  and  ainp|^  chair  was 
removed,  according  to  ancient  custom,  from  the  middle 
of  the  apartment  to  the  warmest  side  of  a  large  grate, 
filled  with  charcoal,  and  her  guest  was  placed  on  her 
right,  as  the  seat  of  honour.  Berwine  then  arranged  in 
due  order  the  females  of  the  household,  and,  having  seen 
that  each  was  engaged  with  her  own  proper  task,  sat 
lierself  down  to  ply  the  spindle  and  distafi*.  The  men, 
in  a  more  remote  circle,  betook  themselves  to  ilie  repair- 
ing of  their  implements  of  husbandry,  or  new  furbishing 
wea|>ons  of  the  chase,  under  the  direction  of  the  steward 
Hundwolf.  For  the  amusement  of  the  family  thus  as« 
sembled,  an  old  glee-man  sung  to  a  harp,  which  had  but 
four  strings,  a  long  and  apparently  interminable  legend, 
upon  some  religious  subject,  which  was  rendered  almost 
unintelligible  to  Eveline,  by  the  extreme  and  complicated 
affectation  of  the  poet,  who,  in  order  to  indulge  in  the 
alliteration  which  was  accounted  one  great  ornament  of 
Saxon  poetry,  had  sacrificed  sense  to  sound,  and  used 
words  in  the  most  forced  and  remote  sense,  provided 
they  could  be  compelled  into  his  ser^'ice.  There  was 
also  all  the  obscurity  arising  from  elision,  and  from  the 
most  extravagant  and  hyperbolical  epithets. 

Eveline,  though  well  acquainted  with  the  Saxon  lan- 
guage, soon  left  off  listening  to  the  singer,  to  reflect,  for 
a  moment,  on  the  gay  fabliaux  and  imaginative  laU  of 
the  Norman  minstrels,  and  then  to  anticipate,  witli  anx- 
ious apprehension,  what  nature  of  visitation  she  might  be 
exj)osed  to  in  the  mysterious  chamber  in  which  she  was 
doomed  to  pass  the  night. 

The  hour  of  parlins;  at  length  approached.  At  half 
an  hour  before  midnight,  a  period  ascertained  by  the 
consumption  of  the  huge  waxen  torch,  the  ball  which  was 
secured  to  it  fell  clanging  into  the  brazen  basin  placed 
beneath,  and  announced  to  all  the  hour  of  rest.  The 
old  glee-man  paused  in  his  song,  instantaneously,  and  in 
the  middle  of  a  stanza,  and  the  household  were  all  on 
foot  at  the  signal,  some  retiring  to  their  own  apartments,' 
others  lighting  torches  or  he;vria^  \um\i'i  Vo  voTv^v\t\  ^<^ 
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Tisiters  to  tliSir  places  of  repose.  Among  these  last  was 
a  bevy  of  bower-wonicii,  to  whom  the  duly  was  assigned 
of  conveying  the  Lady  Eveline  to  her  chamber  for  tho 
night.  Her  aunt  took  a  solemn  leave  of  her,  crossed  her 
forehead,  kissed  it,  and  whispered  in  her  ear,  ^'  Be 
courageous,  und  be  fortunate." 

"  May  not  my  bower-maiden,  Rose  Fiammock,  or 
my  tire-woman,  Dame  Gillian,  Kaoul's  wife,  remain  in 
the  apartment  witJi  me  for  this  night  ?"   said  Eveline. 

**  Fiammock — Raoul  I"  repeated  Crmcngardc,  angri- 
ly ;  **  is  thy  household  thus  made  up  ?  The  Flemings  are 
the  cold  palsy  to  Britain,  the  Normans  the  burning  fever.'* 
^*  And  the  poor  Welch  will  add,"  said  Rose,  whose 
resentment  began  to  surpass  her  awe  for  the  ancient  Sax- 
GO  dame,  *^  that  the  Anglo*Saxons  were  the  original  dis- 
ease, and  resemble  a  wasting  pestilence." 

*'  Thou  art  too  bold,  sweetheart,"  said  the  Lady 
Ertnengardej  looking  at  the  Flemish  maiden  from  under 
ber  dark  brows ;  "  and  yet  tliere  is  wit  in  tliy  words. 
Saxon,  Dane,  and  Norman,  have  rolled  like  successive 
billows  over  the  land,  each  having  strength  to  subdue 
what  they  lacked  wisdom  to  keep.  When  shall  it  be 
otherwise  ?** 

^*  When  Saxon,  and  Briton,  and  Norman,  and  Flem- 
ing," answered  Rose  boldly,  ^'  shall  learn  to  call  them- 
selves by  one  name,  and  think  themselves  alike  children 
of  the  land  they  are  born  in." 

"  Ha  !"  exclaimed  the  l^ady  of  Baldringham,  in  the 
tone  of  one  half-surprised,  half-pleased.  Then  turning 
to  her  relation,  she  said,  '^  There  are  words  and  wit  in 
this  maiden  ;  see  that  slic  use,  but  do  not  abuse  them." 
*'  She  is  as  kind  and  faithful,  as  she  is  prompt  and 
ready-witted,"  said  Eveline.  "  I  pray  you,  dearest  aunt, 
let  me  use  her  company  for  this  night." 

"  It  may  not  be — ^it  were  dangerous  to  both.  Alone 
70U  must  learn  your  destiny,  as  have  all  the  females  of 
our  race,  excepting  your  grandmother  ;  and  wKolI  Vvanq 
beeo  ihe  consequences  of  her  neglecting  iVve  ivXe^  ^*^ 
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our  house  ?     Lo  !  her  desccndent  stands  fiefere  me  u 

orphan,  in  the  very  bloom  of  yoiilh." 

'*  I  will  go  then,"  said  Eveline,  with  a  sigh  of  resig- 
nation ;  "  it  shall  never  be  said  I  incurred  future  ivoCi  to 
shun  present  terror." 

'^  Your  attendants,"  said  tlie  Lady  Ermengarde,  **  maj 
occupy  tJ)e  anteroom,  and  be  almost  within  your  call 
Bcrwine  will  show  you  the  apartment — 1  cannot ;  fef 
ivCf  thou  knowest,  who  have  once  entered  it,  return  not 
thither  again.  Farewell,  my  child,  and  may  heaven 
bless  thee  !"  *    • 

With  more  of  human  emotion  and  sympathy  than  she 
had  yet  shown,  the  lady  again  saluted  Eveline,  and  ngn- 
cd  to  her  to  follow  Berwine,  who,  attended  by  two  dam- 
sels bearing  torches,  waited  to  conduct  her  to  the  dread- 
ed apartment. 

Their  torches  glared  along  the  rudely  built  walls  end 
dark  arched  roofs  of  one  or  two  long  winding  passages; 
tJicsc  by  their  light  enabled  them  to  descend  the  steps  of 
a  winding  stair,  whose  inequality  and  ruggcdness  show- 
ed its  antiquity  ;  and  finally  led  into  a  tolerably  large 
chamber  on  the  lower  story  of  the  edifice,  to  which 
some  old  hangings,  a  lively  fire  on  the  heanh,  the  moon- 
beams stealing  through  a  latticed  window,  and  the  houghs 
of  a  myrtle  plant  which  grew  around  the  casement,  gave 
no  uncomfortable  appearance. 

"  This,"  said  Berwine,  "  is  the  resting-place  of  your 
attendants,"  and  she  pointed  to  the  couches  which  had 
been  prepared  for  Rose  and  Dame  Gillian ;  "  we,*'  she 
added,  "  proceed  farther." 

She  then  took  a  torch  from  the  attendant  maidens, 
both  of  whom  seemed  to  ^shrink  back  with  fear,  which 
was  readily  caught  by  Dame  Gillian,  although  she  was 
not  proliably  aware  of  the  cause.  But  Rose  Flammock, 
tmbidden,  followed  her  mistress  without  hesitation,  as 
Berwine  conducted  her  throuah  a  small  wicket  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  apartment,  clenched  with  many  an  iroo 
naj/,  into  ^  second  but  smaWev  %x\\etQow\  ot  ^vtdiolie^ 
ai  die  end  of  which  was  a  siiuWai  Aooi.    ^Vlv&  ^w^x^m 


1&& 

had  also  its  casement  mantled  with  evergreens,  and,  liko 
the  former,  it  was  faintly  enlightened  by  tlie  moon-be&m. 

Berwine  paused  here,  and  pointing  to  Rose,  demand-  . 
ed  of  Eveline,  "  Why  does  she  follow  ?" 

"  To  sliaro  my  mistress'  ■  danger,  be  il  what  it  may," 
answered  Rose,  witli  her  characteristic  readiness  of 
speech  and  resolution.  "  Spcalv,"  she  said  "my  dear- 
est lad) ,"  grasping  Eveline's  hand,  while  she  addressed 
her  ;  "  you  will  not  drive  your  Rose  from  you  ?  If  1 
am  loss  bigh-mlnded  than  one  of  your  boasted  race,  I  am 
bold  and  quick-wiued  in  all  honest  service. — You  trem- 
ble like  ilie  aspen  !  Do  not  go  into  diis  apartment — 
do  not  be  gulled  by  all  this  pomp  and  mystery  of  ter- 
rible preparation  ;  bid  defiance  to  tliis  antiquated,  and, 
1  think,  lialf-pagnn  siipersthion." 

"  The  Lady  Eveline  must  go,  minion,"  replied  Ber- 
wine sternly  ;  "  and  she  must  go  wirliout  any  malapert 
idviser  or  companion." 

"  Must  go — muat  go,"  repeated  Rose  ;  "  Is  this  lan- 
guage to  a  free  and  noble  maiden  f — Street  lady,  fgve 
ine  once  but  the  least  hint  that  you  wish  it,  and  their 
'  mmt  go'  shall  be  put  to  ihe  trial.  I  will  call  from  tlio 
casement  on  tlic  Norman  cavaliers,  and  tell  tliem  we 
have  fallen  into  a  den  of  witches,  instead  of  a  house  of 
hospitality." 

"  Silence,  mad  woman,"  said  Berwine,  her  voice  quiv- 
ering with  anger  and  fear ;  "  you  know  not  who  dwells 
in  the  next  chamber  !" 

"  1  will  call  tliose  who  will  soon  see  to  that,"  said' 
Rose,  Hying  to  the  casement,  when  Eveline,  seizing  her 
arm  in  her  turn,  compelled  her  to  stop. 

•'  I  thank  thy  kindness.  Rose,"  she  said,  "  but  it  can- 
not help  me  in  this  matter.  She  who  enters  yonder 
door,  must  do  so  alone." 

"  Then  I  will  enter  it  in  your  stead,  my  dearest  lady," 
said  Rose.  "  You  are  pale — ^you  are  cold— you  will 
die  of  terror  if  you  go  on.  There  may  be  as  muc\i  qC 
trick  as  of  supernatara}  agency  in  this  matiet — mfc  li^c-j 
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shall  not  deceive— or  if  seme  stern  spirit  crayes  a  mtkii 
—better  Rose  llian  her  lady." 

"  Forbear,  forbear/'  said  Eveline,  rousing  up  hei 
own  spirits,  ''  you  make  me  ashamed  of  myself.  Tha 
is  an  ancient  ordeal,  which  :egards  the  females  descend- 
ed from  the  house  of  Baldringham  as  far  as  in  ilie  thin 
degree,  and  them  only.  I  did  not  indeed  expect,  in  nq 
present  circumstances,  to  have  been  called  upon  to  bD' 
dergo  it  ;  but,  since  die  hour  summons  me,  1  will  mee 
it  as  freely  as  any  of  my  ancestors." 

So  saying,  she  took  the  torch  from  tlie  hand  of  Ber 
wine,  and  wishing  good-night  to  her  and  Rose,  geotlj 
disengaged  herself  from  the  hold  of  the  latter,  tnd  ad 
vanced  into  the  mysterious  chamber.  Rose  pressci 
after  her  so  far  as  to  see  that  it  was  an  apartment  c 
moderate  dimensions,  resembhng  that  through  wlud 
tliey  had  last  passed,  and  lighted  by  the  moon^beami 
which  came  through  a  window  lying  on  the  same  ring 
with  those  of  the  anterooms.  More  she  could  not  sec 
for  Eveline  turned  on  the  threshold,  and  kissing  he 
at  the  same  time,  thrust  her  gently  back  bto  the  smtlk 
apartment  which  she  had  just  left,  shut  the  door  of  coin 
munication,  and  barred  and  bolted  it,  as  if  in  sccurir 
against  her  well-meant  intrusion. 

Ber^vine  now  exhorted  Rose,  as  she  valued  ber  lift 
to  retire  into  the  first  anteroom,  where  the  beds  wer 
prepared,  and  betake  herself,  if  not  to  rest,  at  least  f< 
silence  and  devotion  ;  but  the  'aithful  Flemish  girl  stoull; 
refused  her  entreaties,  and  resisted  her  commands. 

"  Talk  not  to  me  of  danger,"  she  said  ;  "  here  I  re 
ii'iin,  that  I  may  be  at  least  within  hearing  of  my  mis 
tress's  danger,  and  woe  betide  those  who  shall  offer  he 
injury  ! — Take  notice,  that  twenty  Norman  spears  sur 
roun  i  this  inhospitable  dwelling,  prompt  to  avenge  what- 
soever injury  shall  be  offered  to  llie  daughter  of  Ray- 
mond Bereijger." 

"  Reserve  your  threats  for  those  who  are  mortal,* 
snid  Berwine,  in  a  low,  bui  ^Xcitva^  ^\ivs^\\  "  th 
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owner  of  yonder  chamber  fears  them  not.     Farewell— 
thy  danger  be  on  thine  own  head." 

She  departed,  leaving  Rose  strangely  agitated  by  what 
had  passed,  and  somewhat  appalled  at  her  last  words. 
^  These  Saxons,"  said  the  maiden  within  herself,  "  are 
but  half  converted  after  all,  and  hold  many  of  their  old 
hellish  rites  in  the  worship  of  elementary  spirits.  Their 
very  saints  are  unlike  to  the  saints  of  any  Christian  coun- 
try, and  have,  as  it  were,  a  look  of  something  savage 
and  fiendish — their  very  names  sound  pagan  and  dia- 
bolical. It  b  fearful  being  alone  here — and  all  is  silent 
as  death  in  the  apartment  into  which  my  lady  has 
been  thus  strangely  compelled.  Shall  I  call  up  Gillian  ? 
— but  no— she  has  neither  sense,  n6r  courage,  nor  prin- 
ciple, to  aid  me  on  such  an  occasion — better  alone  than 
have  a  false  friend  for  Company.  I  will  see  if  the  Nor- 
mans are  on  tlieir  post,  since  it  is  to  them  I  must  trust, 
if  a  moment  of  need  should  arrive." 

Tlius  reflecting,  Rose  Flammock  went  to  the  window 

of  the  little  apartment,  in  order  to  satisfy  herself  of  the 

vigilance  of  the   sentinels,  and  to  ascertain  the  exact 

situation  of  the  corps  de  garde.      The  moon  was  at  the 

full,  and  enabled  her  to  see  with  accuracy  the  nature  of 

the  ground  without.     In  the  first  place,  she  was  rather 

disappointed  to  find,  that  instead  of  being  so  near  the 

earth  as  she  supposed,  the  range  of  windows,  which  gave 

light  as  well  to  the  two  anterooms  as  to  the  mysterious 

chamber  itself,  looked  down  upon  an  ancient  moat,  by 

which  they  were  divided  from  the  level  ground  on  the 

farther  side.      The  defence  which  this  fosse  afforded 

seemed  to  have  been  long  neglected,  and  the  bottom, 

entirely  dry,  was  choked  in  many  places  with  bushes  and 

low  trees,  which  rose  up  against  the  wall   of  the  castle, 

and  by  means  of  which  it  seemed  to  Rose  the  windows 

might  be  easily  scaled,  and  the  mansion  entered.     From 

the  level  plain  beyond,  the  space  adjoining  to  the  castle 

was  in  a  considerable  degree  clear,  and  the  moon-beams 

Numbered  oa  its  close  and  beautiful  turf,  in\xe&  v)Vt^:i 

hag  shadows  of  the  towers  and  trees.     Beyond  ilbAS  ^s 
J4     vols.  /. 
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planade  lay  the  forest  ground,  with  a  few  gigantic  oaka 
scattered  individually  along  the  skirt  of  its  dark  and 
ample  domain,  like  champions,  who  take  their  ground 
of  defiance  in  front  of  a  line  of  arrayed  battle. 

The  calm  beauty  and  repose  of  a  scene  so  lovely,  the 
stillness  of  all  around,  and  the  more  matured  reflections 
which  tlie  whole  suggested,  quieted,  in  spme  measure, 
the  apprehensions  which  the  events  of  the  evening  had 
inspired.  ^<  After  all,"  she  reflected,  '<  why  should  1  be  ao 
anxious  on  account  of  the  Lady  Eveline  ?  There  is  among 
the  proud  Normans  and  the  dogged  Saxons  scarce  a  sio- 

!;le  family  of  note,  but  must  needs  be  held  distinguished 
irom  others  by  some  superstitious  observance  peculiar  to 
their  race,  as  if  they  thought  it  scorn  to  go  to  heaven 
like  a  poor  simple  Fleming,  such  as  I  am. — Could  I  but 
see  a  Norman  sentinel,  I  would  hold  myself  satisfied  of 
my  mistress's  security. — And  yonder,  one  stalks  along 
the  gloom,  wrapt  in  his  long  white  mantle,  and  the  mooa 
tipping  the  point  of  his  lance  with  silver.— What,  ho,  Sir 
Cavalier !" 

The  Norman  turned  his  steps,  and  approached  the 
ditch  as  she  spoke.  ^^  What  is  your  pleasure,  damsel  ?" 
he  demanded. 

'^  The.  window  next  to  mine  is  tliat  of  the  Lady  Eve- 
line Bcrenger,  whom  you  are  appointed  to  guard. 
Please  to  give  heedful  watch  upon  tliis  side  of  the  castle." 

*'  Doubt  it  not,  lady,"  answered  the  cavalier  ;  nnd, 
enveloping  himself  rn  his  long  chappe^  or  miKtary  watch- 
cloak,  he  withdrew  to  a  large  oak-tree  at  some  distance, 
and  stood  there  with  folded  arms,  and  leaning  on  his 
lance,  more  like  a  trophy  of  armour  than  a  living  warrior. 

Emboldened  by  the  consciousness,  that  in  case  oi 
need  succour  was  close  at  hand.  Rose  drew  back  into  her 
little  chamber,  and  having  ascertained,  by  listening,  that 
there  was  no  noise  or  stirring  in  that  of  Eveline,  she 
began  to  make  some  preparations  for  her  own  repose. 
For  this  purpose  she  went  into  the  outward  anteroom, 
frAere  Dame  Gillian,  vihose  fews  VvbA  ^\ven  way  to  the 
soporiferous   efltcts  o(  a  copious  ix'axx^x.  ^  \ViW«I«^ 
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which  thoy  continued  to  gase.  At  length  they  cIoMd, 
and,  seated  on  the  folded  mantle,  her  back  resting  agtutil 
the  wall  of  the  apartment,  and  her  white  arms  folded  oa 
her  bosom,  Rose  Flammock  fell  faist  asleep. 

Her  repose  was  fearfully  broken  by  a  shrill  and  picnv 
ing  shriek  from  the  apartment  where  her  Jady  reposed.' 
To  start  up  and  fly  to  the  door  was  the  work  of  a  mo- 
ment with  tiie  generous  girl,  who  never  permitted  fear 
to  struggle  with  love  or  duty.  The  door  was  secured 
with  both  bar  and  bolt ;  and  another  fainter  stream,  or 
rather  groan,  seemed  to  say,  aid  must  be  instant,  or  ia 
vain.  Rose  next  rushed  to  the  window,  and  screamed 
rather  than  called  to  the  Norman  soldier,  who,  distiugoiih- 
ed  by  the  white  folds  of  his  watch-cloak,  still  retained 
his  position  under  the  old  oak*tree« 

At  the  cry  of  '<  Help,  help  ! — the  Lady  Eveline  is 
murdered !"  tlie  seeming  statue,  starting  at  once  iniD 
active  exertion,  sped  with  the  swiftness  of  a  race-horse 
to  tl)e  brink  of  the  moat,  and  was  about  to  cross  it,  op: 
posite  to  tlie  spot  where  Rose  stood  at  the  open  case* 
inent,  urging  him  to  speed  by  voice  and  gestive. 

"  Not  here — not  here  V*  she  exclaimed  with  breath- 
less precipitation,  as  she  saw  him  make  towards  her— 
'^  tlie  window  to  the  right — scale  it,  for  God's  sake,  and 
undo  the  door  of  communication  !" 

The  soldier  seemed  to  comprehend  her— he  dashed 
into  the  moat  witliout  hesitation,  securing  himself  by 
catching  at  the  boughs  of  trees  as  he  descended.  In  one 
moment  he  vanished  among  the  underwood  ;  and  in 
another,  availing  himself  of  the  branches  of  a  dwarf  oak. 
Rose  saw  him  upon  her  right,  and  close  to  the  window 
of  the  fatal  apartment.  One  fear  remained-— the  case-  . 
ment  might  be  secured  against  entrance  from  without— 
but  no  !  at  the  thrust  of  the  Norman  it  yielded,  and  its 
clasps  or  fastenings  being  worn  with  time,  feU  inward 
with  a  crash  which  even  Dame  Gillian's  slumbers  were 
unable  to  resist. 

EcJioing  scream  upon  screaixi,  Xn  lOcie  v%\m\  {Aakmai  of 
£m?Is  aad  cowardsi  she  eulfftted  ih^  cAymsx  Ikwbl  ^ 
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anteroom,  just  as  tlic  door  of  Evcluie's  chamber  open- 
ed, and  the  soldier  appeared,  bearing  io  his  arms  the 
half-undressed  and  lifeless  form  of  the  Norman  maiden 
herself.  Without  speaking  a  word,  lie  placed  her  in 
Rose's  arms,  and  with  the  same  precipitation  with  which 
'  be  bad  entered,  threw  himself  out  of  the  opened  window 
Irom  which  Rose  had  summoned  him. 

Gillian,  half  distracted  with  fear  and  wonder,  heaped 
exclamations  on  questions,  and  mingled  questions  with 
cries  for  help,  till  Rose  sternly  rebuked  her,  in  a  tone 
which  seemed  to  recall  her  scattered  senses.  She  be- 
came then  composed  enough  to  fetch  a  lamp  which  re- 
mained lighted  in  the  room  she  had  left,  and  to  render 
herself  at  least  partly  useful  in  suggesting  and  applying 
the  usual  modes  for  recalling  the  suspended  sense.  In 
this  they  at  •  length  succeeded,  for  Eveline  fetched  a 
fuller  sigh,  and  opened  her  eyes  ;  but  presently  shut  them 
again,  and  letting  her  head  drop  on  Rose's  bosom,  fell 
into  a  strong  shuddering  fit ;  while  her  faitliful  damsel, 
chafing  her  hands  and  herUemples  alternately  with  affec- 
tionate assiduity,  and  mingling  caresses  with  tliese  efforts, 
exclaimed  aloud,  "  She  lives  ! — She  is  recovering  !— 
Praised  be  God  !" 

**  Praised  be  God  !"  was  echoed  in  a  solemn  tone 
from  the  window  of  the  apartment ;  and  turning  towards 
h  in  terror,  Rose  beheld  the  armed  and  plumed  head  of 
the  soldier  who  bad  come  so  opportunely  io  their  assist- 
ance, and  who,  supported  by  his  arms,  had  raised  him- 
self so  high  as  to  be  able  to  look  into  tlie  interior  of  the 
cabinet. 

Rose  immediately  ran  towards  him.  **  Go— go^ 
good  friend,"  she  said ;  "  the  lady  recovers — ^your  reward 
shall  await  you  another  time.  Go — begone  ! — yet  stayl 
— keep  on  your  post,  and  1  will  call  you  if  there  is  farther 
need.     Begone — be  faithful,  and  be  secreL" 

The  soldier  obeyed  without  answering  a  word,  and 
she  presently  saw  him  descend  into  the  moal.  ^o^ 
ibeo  ntumed  back  to  her  mistresa  wbom  she  (oauA 
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supported  by  Gilliaiii  moaning  feebly,  and  nmltenig 
hurried  and  unintelligible  ejaculations,  all  intiinating  diat 
she  laboured  under  a  violent  shock  sustained  fiom  sonis 
alarming  cause. 

Dame  Gillian  had  no  sooner  recovered  some  degree 
of  self-possession,  than  her  curiosity  became  active  ia  * 
proportion.     ^'  What  means  all  this  ?"  she  said  to  Rose ; 
*^  what  has  been  doing  among  you  ?" 

"  1  do  not  know,"  replied  Rose. 

<'  If  you  do  not,"  said  Gillian,  '<  Who  should  ?— Shall 
I  call  the  other  women,  and  raise  the  house  ?" 

^^  Not  for  your  life,"  said  Rose,  "  till  my  lady  is  able 
to  give  her  own  orders  ;  and  for  this  apartment,  so  hdjp 
me  Heaven,  as  I  will  do  my  best  to  discover  the  lecreli 
it  contains  ! — Support  my  mistress  the  whilst." 

So  saying,  she  took  the  lamp  in  her  hand,  and  cros^ 
ing  her  brow,  stepped  boldly  across  the  mysteriow 
threshold,  and  holding  up  the  light,  surveyed  the  apailr 
ment. 

It  was  merely  an  old  vaulted  chamber,  of  very  moi^ 
erate  dimensions.  In  one  corner  was  an  image  of  tiie 
Virgin,  rudely  cut,  and  placed  above  a  Saxon  font  of 
curious  workmanship.  There  were  two  seats^  and  a 
couch,  covered  with  coarse  tapestry,  on  which  it  seemed 
that  Eveline  had  been  reposing.  The  fragments  of  tiie 
shattered  casement  lay  on  the  floor  ;  but  that  opening  bad 
been  only  made  when  the  soldier  forced  it  in,  and  she 
saw  no  other  access  by  which  a  stranger  could  have  en- 
tered an  apartment,  tlie  ordinary  access  to  which  wu 
barred  and  bolted. 

Rose  felt  the  influence  of  tliose  terrors  which  she  bad 
hitherto  surmounted  ;  she  cast  her  mantle  hastily  around 
her  head,  as  if  to  shroud  her  sight  from  some  Minting 
vision,  and  tripping  back  to  the  cabinet,  with  more  speed 
and  a  less  firm  step  than  when  she  left  it,  she  directed 
Gillian  to  lend  her  assistance  in  conveying  Eveline  to  the 
next  room  ;  and  having  done  so,  carefully  secured  the 
door  of  communication,  as  it  \o  \;ux  ^  \^«m^T  \MMrixC 
them  and  the  suspected  dangex. 
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The  Lady  Ercline  was  now  so  far  recovered  that  she 
could  sit  up,  and  was  trying  to  speak,  though  but  faintly. 
^  Rose,**  she  said  at  length,  **  I  have  seen  her — my 
doom  is  sealed." 

Rose  immediately  recollected  the  imprudence  of  suf- 
lieiing  Gillian  to  hear  what  her  mistress  might  say  at 
such  an  awful  moment,  and  hastily  adopting  tlie  proposal 
she  had  hefore  declined,  desired  her  to  go  and  call  other 
two  maidens  of  their  mistress's  household. 

"  And  where  am  I  to  6nd  them  in  tliis  house,"  said 
Dame  Gillian,  *'  where  strange  men  run  about  one's 
chamber  at  midnight,  and  devils,  for  aught  I  know,  fre- 
quent the  rest  of  the  habitation  ?" 

^  Find  them  where  you  can,"  said  Rose,  sharply ; 
"  but  begone  presently." 

Gillian  withdrew  lingeringly,  and  muttering  at  the  same 
time  something  which  could  not  distinctly  be  understood. 
Kg  sooner  was  she  gone,  than  Rose,  giving  way  to  the 
enthusiastic  affection  which  she  felt  for  her  mistress,  im- 
pkured  her,  in  the  most  tender  terms,  to  open  her  eyes, 
(fior  she  had  again  closed  them,)  and  speak  to  Rose,  her 
own  Rose,  who  was  ready,  if  necessary,  to  die  by  her 
mistress's  side. 

"To-morrow — to-morrow.  Rose,"   murmured  Eve- 
line—" I  cannot  speak  at  present." 
.  "Only  disburden  your  mind  with  one  word — ^tell  what 
has  thus  alarmed  you — ^what  danger  you  apprehend." 

"  I  have  seen  her,'^  answered  Eveline — "  I  have  seen 
the  tenant  of  yonder  chamber — the  vision  fatal  to  my 
race  ! — ^Urge  me  no  more — to-morrow  you  shall  know 
all."** 

As  Gillian  entered  with  two  of  the  maidens  of  her 
mistress's  household,  they  remqyed  the  Lady  Eveline, 
by  Rose's  directions,  into  a  chamber  at  some  distance, 
which  the  latter  had  occupied,  and  placed  her  in  one 
of  their  beds,  where  Rose,  dismissing  tlie  others,  (Gillian 
excepted)  to  seek  repose  where  they  could  find  it,  con- 
tinued to  watch  her  mistress.  For  some  lime  sVve  cqyv- 
hued  very  much  disturbed,  but,  gradually,  taUgae,  ^tA 
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the  influence  of  some  narcotic  which  GiDiaii  had 
enough  to  recommend  and  prepare,  seemed  to  compote 
her  spirits.  She  fell  into  a  deep  slumher,  from  which 
she  did  not  awaken  until  the  sun  was  high  over  the  dis- 
tant hills. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

I  Ke  a  hand  yoa  camot  tee, 

Wbicli  beckoni  me  away; 
I  bear  a  viMce  ^tni  caimol  bear, 

Wliicb  sa^-f  I  inusi  not  Haj. 

Maluct. 

When  Eveline  first  opened  her  eyes,  it  seemed  to  he 
without  any  recollection  of  what  had  passed  on  the  night 
preceding.  She  looked  round  the  apartment,  which  wu 
coarsely  and  scantily  furnished,  as  one  destined  for  the 
use  of  domestics  and  menials,  and  said  to  Rose,  with  a 
smile,  *'  Our  good  kinswoman  maintains  the  ancient 
Saxon  hospitality  at  a  liomely  rate,  so  far  as  k>d^|  is 
concerned.  I  could  have  willingly  parted  with  lul 
night's  profuse  supper,  to  have  ohtained  a  hed  of  a  softer 
texture.  Metliinks  my  limbs  feel  as  if  I  had  been  under 
all  the  flails  of  a  Franklin's  bam*yard." 

"  I  am  glad  to  sec  you  so  pleasant,  madam,"  answer- 
ed Rose,  discreetly  avoiding  any  reference  to  the  events 
of  the  night  before. 

Dame  Gillian  was  not  so  scrupulous.  '*  Your  Iady« 
ship  last  night  lay  down  on  a  better  bed  than  this,**  ihe 
said,  ''  unless  1  am  much  mistaken  ;  and  Rose  Flam- 
mock  and  yourself  know  best  why  you  left  it." 

If  a  look  could  have  killed,  Dame  Gillian  would  hav« 
been  in  deadly  peril  from  that  which  Rose  shot  at  her, 
by  wa/  of  rebuke  for  this  ill-advised  communication.   & 
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had  instantly  the  efiect  which  was  to  be  apprehended,  for 
Lady  Eveline  seemed  at  first  surprised  and  confused  ; 
then,  as  recollections  of  the  past  arranged  themselves 
m  her  memory,  she  folded  her  hands,  looked  on  llie 
ground,  and  wept  bitterly,  with  much  agitation. 

Rose  entreated  her  to  be  comforted,  and  offered  to 
fetch  the  old  Saxon  chaplain  of  tlie  house  to  administer 
ipiritual  consolation,  if  her  grief  rejected  temporal 
comfort. 

''  No — call  him  not,*'  said  Eveline,  raising  her  head 
and  dr}'ing  her  eyes — "  I  have  had  enough  of  Saxon 
kindness.  What  a  fool  was  I  to  expect,  in  that  hard  and 
onfeeling  woman,  any  commiseration  for  my  youth — my 
late  sufferings — my  orphan  condition  !  I  will  not  permit 
lier  a  poor  triumph  over  the  Norman  blood  of  Berenger, 
by  lettyig  her  see  how  much  I  have  suffered  under  her 
bhuman  infliction.  But  first.  Rose,  answer  me  truly, 
tas  any  inmate  of  Baldringham  witness  to  my  distress 
hst  night  r 

Rose  assured  her  that  she  had  been  tended  exclu- 
sively by  her  own  retinue,  herself  and  Gillian,  Blanche 
ind  Ternotte.  She  seemed  to  receive  satisfaction  from 
this  assurance.  '*  Hear  me,  both  of  you,"  she  'said, 
"  and  observe  my  words,  as  you  love  and  as  you  fear  me. 
Let  no  syllable  be  breathed  from  your  lips  of  what  has 
happened  this  night.  Carry  the  same  charge  to  my 
maidens.  Lend  me  thine  instant  aid,  Gillian,  and  thine, 
my  dearest  Rose,  to  change  these  disordered  garments^ 
and  arrange  this  dishevelled  hair.  It  was  a  poor  ven- 
geance she  sought,  and  all  because  of  my  country.  I 
am  resolved  she  shall  not  see  the  slightest  trace  of  the 
Mifierings  she  has  inflicted." 

As  she  spoke  thus,  her  eyes  flashed  with  indignation, 
which  seemed  to  dry  up  the  tears  that  had  before  filled 
them.  Rose  saw  the  change  of  her  manner  with  a  mix* 
tare  of  pleasure  and  concern,  being  aware  that  her  mis- 
tresses predominant  failing  was  incident  to  her,  as  ^  ^^\\- 
ed  chiH  f^^f  accustomed  to  he  treated  wilV\  k\u&ue^^^ 
^k^tnwe,  and  iadulgence,  hv  all  around  her,  w^lS  ^^^  V^ 
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resent  warmly  whatever  resembled  neglect  or  contndie' 
tion. 

"  God  knows,"  said  tlie  faithful  bower^naiden,  '^I 
would  hold  my  hand  out  to  catch  drops  of  molten  kid| 
rather  than  endure  your  tears  ;  and  yet,  my  sweet  nui- 
tress,  I  would  rather  at  present  see  yoii  grieved  thai 
angry.  This  ancient  lady  hath,  it  would  seem,  but  acted 
according  to  some  old  superstitious  rite  of  her  bxaSj^ 
which  is  in  part  yours.  Her  name  is  respectable,  hdk 
from  her  conduct  and  possessions  ;  and,  hard-pressed  n 
you  are  by  the  Normans,  with  whom  your  kinswooMii 
tlie  Prioress,  is  sure  to  take  part,  I  was  in  hope  you  m^ 
have  had  some  shelter  and  countenance  from  the  Lady  of 
Baldringham." 

"  Never,  Rose,  never,"  answered  Eveline ;  "  joa 
know  not — ^)'ou  cannot  guess  what  she  lias  made  on 
suffer — exposing  me  to  witchcraft  and  fiends*  Thyself 
said  it,  and  said  it  truly — ^the  Saxons  are  still  half  Pih 
gans,  void  of  Christianity,  as  of  nurture  and  kindliness." 

^*  Ay,  but,"  replied  Rose,  ^^  I  spoke  tlien  to  dissuade 
you  from  a  danger ; — now  tliat  die  danger  is  passed  and 
over,  1  may  judge  of  it  othenvise." 

"  Speak  not  for  them.  Rose,"  replied  Eveline,  angri- 
ly*; "  no  innocent  victim  was  ever  offered  up  at  the  altar 
of  a  fiend  with  more  indifierence  than  my  father's  kins- 
woman delivered  up  me — me  an  orphan,  bereaved  of  sir 
natural  and  powerful  support.  I  hate  her  cruelty— 4 
bate  her  house — I  hate  die  thought  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened here— of  all.  Rose,  except  thy  matchless  faith  and 
tearless  attaclimcnt.  Go,  bid  our  train  saddle  directly 
—I  will  be  gone  instantly — I  will  not  attire  myself,"  she 
added,  rejecting  the  assistance  she  had  at  first  required 
— "  I  will  have  no  cerefftony— tarry  for  no  leave-taking." 

In  die  hurried  and  agitated  manner  of  her  mistress 

Rose  recognized  with  anxiety  another  mood  of  the  same 

irritable  and  excited  temperament,  which   had   before 

discharged  itself  in  tears  and  fits.     But  perceiving,  at 

the  same  time,  that  remonstruice  ^^%  \xi  \«»\^  ib^  ^m 

ibe  necessary  orders  for  coWtouui^  VS^ot  com^^l^ 
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dling,  and  preparing  for  departure  ;  hoping,  that  as  her 
mistress  removed  to  a  farther  distance  from  the  scene 
where  her  mind  had  received  so  severe  a  shock,  her 
equanimity  might,  by  degrees,  be  restored. 

Dame  Gillian,  accordingly,  was  busied  with  arranging 
die  packages  of  her  lady,  and  all  the  rest  of  Lady  Eve- 
Ene's  retinue  in  preparing  for  instant  departure,  when, 
preceded  by  her  steward,  who  acted  also  as  a  sort  of 
gentleman  usher,  leaning  upon  her  confidential  Berwine, 
ud  followed  by  two  or  three  more  of  the  most  distin- 
guished of  her  household,  witli  looks  of  displeasure  on 
ber  ancient  yet  lofty  brow,  the  Lady  Ermengarde  entered 
Ihe  apartment.^ 

Eveline,  with  a  trembling  and  hurried  hand,  a  burning 
cheek,  and  other  signs  of  agitation,  was  herself  busied 
about  the  arrangement  of  some  baggage,  when  her  re- 
ktion  made  her  appearance.  At  once,  to  Rose's  great 
Rirprise,  she  exerted  a  strong  command  over  herself, 
ind  repressing  every  external  appearance  of  disorder, 
the  advanced  to  meet  her  relation,  with  a  calm  and 
haughty  stateliness  equal  to  her  own. 

"  I  come  to  give  you  good  morning,  our  niece,''  said 
Ermengarde,  haughtily  indeed,  yet  with  more  deference 
tbao  she  seemed  at  first  to  have  intended,  so  much  did 
the  bearing  of  Eveline  impose  respect  upon  her  ; — *'  I 
find  that  you  have  been  pleased  to  shift  tliat  chamber 
which  was  assigned  you,  in  conformity  with  the  ancient 
custom  of  tliis  household,  and  betake  yourself  to  the 
apertroent  of  a  menial." 

**  Are  you  surprised  at  that,  lady  ?"  demanded  Eve- 
line ni  ber  turn  ;  ^*  or  are  you  disappointed  that  you  find 
me  not  a  corpse,  within  the  limits  of  the  chamber  which 
your  hospitality  and  affection  allotted  to  me  f " 

*'  Your  sleep,  then,  has  been  broken  ?"   said  Ermen- 
garde, looking  fixedly  at  the  Lady  Eveline,  as  she  spoke^ 
"  If  I  complain  not,  madam,  the  evil  must  be  deemed 
of  Jiule  consequence.    What  has  happened,  is  over  ^iv^ 
pasr,  and  k  is  not  my  inteatioa  fb  trouble  you  vr\\]i\  >X:a 
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**  She  of  die  ruddy  finger,''  replied  Enm 
triumphantly^  **  loves  not  the  blood  of  the  stran| 

"  She  had  less  reason,  ^hile  she  walked  th 
to  love  that  of  the  Saxon,''  said  Eveline,  ^*  un 
legend  speaks  false  in  that  matter  ;  and  unless,  s 
suspect,  your  house  is  haunted,  not  by  the  sou! 
dead  who  suffered  within  its  walls,  but  by  evil 
such  as  the  descendants  of  Ilengist  and  Horsa 
still  in  secret  to  worship." 

**  You  are  pleasant,  maiden,"  replied  the   c 
scornfully,  ^'  or,  if  your  words  are  meant  in 
the  shaft  of  your  censure  has  glanced  aside.     I 
llessed  by  the  holy  Saint  Dunstan,  and  by  the  n 
holy  Confessor,  is  no  abode  for  evil  spirits." 

"  The  house  of  Baldringham,"  replied  Eveli 
no  abode  for  those  who  fear  such  spirits  ;  and  a 
with  all  humility,  avow  myself  of  the  numbei 
presently  leave  it  to  the  custody  of  Saint  Dunst 

"  Not'  till  you  have  broken  your  fast,  I  trust 
the  Lady  of  Baldringham  ;  "  you  will  not,  I  I 
my  years  and  our  relationship  such  foul  disgrace 

**  Pardon  'me,  madam,"  replied  tlie.Lady  ] 
"  those  who  have  experienced  your  hospitality  t 
have  little  occasion  for  breakfast  in  the  morning.- 
are  not  those  loitering  knaves  assembled  in  thi 
yard,  or  are  they  yet  on  their  couches,  making  uf 
ftlumber  they  have  lost  by  midnight  disturbances 

Rose  announced  that  her  train  was  in  the  co 
mounted  ;  when,  with  a  low  reverence,  Eveline 
oufed  to  pass  ^er  relation,  and  leave  the  apartme 
out  farther  ceremony.  Ermengarde  at  first  coi 
her  with  a  grim  and  furious  glance,  which  sec 
show  a  soul  fraught  with  more  rage  tlian  the  tb 
and  rigid  features  of  extreme  old  age  had  the  p 
expressing,  and  raised  her  ebony  staff  as  if  about 
proceed  to  some  act  of  personal  Violence.  ] 
changed  her  purpose,  and  suddenly  made  way  t 
line,  who  passed  without  furiViei  i^^\e^*  ^  %sx4 
descended  the  staircase  wbicVkcondLxxcxe^b^ixi^ 
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ment  to  the  gateway,  she  heard  the  voice  of  her  ount  be- 
hind her,  hke  that  of  an  aged  9nd  offended  sibyl,  de- 
nouncing n-raih  and  woe  upon  lier  insolence  and  pre- 
■umption. 

"  Piide,"  she  exclaimed,  "goetli  before  destruction, 
«nd  a  haughty  spirit  buforc  a  fall.  Slie  who  scorneth 
the  house  of  her  forefatliers,  a  stone  from  its  battle- 
tncnts  s'lall  crush  her  !  She  wlio  mocks  the  grey  hairs 
of  a  parent,  never  shall  one  of  her  own  locks  be  silvered 
witli  age  !  She  who  weds  with  a  man  of  war  and  of 
blood,  her  end  shall  neither  be  peaceful  nor  bloodless!" 
Hurrying  to  escape  from  these  and  other  ominous 
denunciations,  Eveline  rushed  from  the  house,  mounted 
her  palfrey  with  the  precipitation  of  a  fugitive,  and,  sur- 
rounded by  her  attendants,  who  had  caught  a  part  of  her 
alarm,  though  witliout  conjecturing  the  cause,  lode  hasti- 
ly into  the  forest ;  old  Kaoul,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  country,  acting  as  their  guide. 

Agitated  more  than  she  was  willing  to  confess  to  her- 
self, by  thus  leaving  ihe  habhationof  so  near  a  relation, 
loaded  with  maledictions,  instead  of  tlie  blessings  which 
tre  usually  bestowed  on  a  departing  kinswoman,  Eve- 
line hastened  forward,  until  the  huge  oak-trees  with  inter- 
vening arms  had  hidden  from  her  view  the  fatal  mansion. 
The  trampling  and  galloping  of  horse  was  soon  after 
beard,  announcing  the  approach  of  the  patrol  left  by  the 
Constable  for  the  protection  of  the  mansion,  and  who 
HOW,  collecting  from  their  dilfcrcnl  stations,  came  prepar- 
ed to  attend  IJady  Eveline  on  her  farther  road  to  Glou- 
cester, great  part  of  which  lay  through  die  extensive 
finest  of  Deane,  then  a  sylvan  region  of  large  extent, 
though  now  much  denuded  of  (rccs  for  the  service  of 
the  iron  mines.  The  cavaliers  came  up  to  join  the  re- 
tinue of  Lady  Eveline,  witli  armour  glittering  in  the 
nwming  rays,  trumpets  sounding,  horses  prancing,  neigh- 
ing, and  thrown,  each  by  his  chivalrous  rider,  into  the 
ttliiude  best  gualiScd  to  exhibit  the  beauty  ot  tW  sx.e«& 
*«/  dexteniy  of  die  ijorseman  ;  wWle  theu  Xaivce*, 
IS     roi,    /. 
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Streaming  with  long  pcnoncellcs,  were  brandished  in  tJtrj 
manDer  nhich  coulil  display  elation  of  heart  and  reidinoi 
of  hand.  Tile  sense  of  the  military  character  of  faer  . 
countrymen  of  Normandy  gave  to  Eveline  a  feelit^d 
once  of  security  and  oftriiuitph,  which  operated  tovarii 
the  dispelling  of  her  gloomy  thoughts,  and  of  the  IcTer- 
isli  disorder  which  afibclcd  her  nerves.  The  rising  »m 
also^thc  song  of  the  hirds  among  tlie  bowers — the  low 
ing  of  the  cattle  as  lliry  were  driven  to  pasture — the  ri^ 
of  the  hind,  who,  with  her  fawn  trotting  by  her  fide, 
often  crossed  some  forest  glade  within  view  of  the  trtvi 
Icrs, — all  coiitriliiitcd  to  dispel  the  terror  of  Eveline's  WK- 
lurnal  visions,  tiiid  sooiJie  to  rest  the  more  angr)'  passioni 
which  had  agitated  her  bosom  at  her  departure  iitoa 
Baldringham.  Slic  siifTered  her  pnlfrcy  to  slacken  tit 
pace,  and,  with  female  attention  to  propriety,  begoii  to 
adjust  her  riding  robes,  and  compose  her  head-^rea, 
disordered  in  her  hasty  departure.  Rose  saw  her  chstk 
assume  a  paler  btit  more  settled  hue,  instead  of  the  anpj 
hectic  which  hnd  coloured  it — saw  her  eye  become  man 
steady  as  she  looked  with  a  sort  of  triumph  upon  her 
military  attendants,  and  pardoned  (what  on  other  occa- 
aons  she  would  probably  have  made  some  reply  to)  her 
enthusiastic  exclamations  in  praise  of  her  countrynieiL 

**  We  journey  safe,"  said  Eveline,  "  under  the  cara 
of  the  princely  and  victorious  Nonnans.  Theirs  is  the 
noble  wrath  of  the  lion,  wliieb  destro3's  or  is  appeased 
at  once — there  is  no  guile  in  their  romantic  affectioD, 
no  sullenness  mixed  willi  their  generous  indignation — 
tliey  know  the  rinlics  of  the  hallos  well  as  those  of  battle; 
and  were  they  lo  be  surpassed  in  the  arts  of  war,  (which 
will  only  he  when  Piiiiliinmon  is  removed  from  its  base,) 
they  would  still  remain  superior  to  every  other  people  in 
generosity  and  courtesy." 

"  If  I  do  not  feel  all  their  merits  so  strongly  as  if  I 

shared  their  blood,"  said  Rose,  "  I  am  at  least  glad  lo 

»ee  them  around  us,  in  woods  which  are  said  to  aboimii 

m'lb  dangers  of  various  kinds.     Xv\i\  towW»,TO^'Ma*. 

is  Uic  lislner,  tliat  I  can  now  no  Vjh^m  oNsaecsa  '^»>n& 
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fttdge  of  that  ancient  mansion,  in  which  we  passed  so 
Q^ileasant  a  night,  and  tlie  recollection  of  which  will  al- 
ways be  odious  to  me." 

Eveline  looked  sharply  at  her.  "  Confess  tlie  truth, 
Rose ;  thou  wouldst  give  tliy  best  kirtle  to  know  all  of 
my  horrible  adventure." 

"  It  is  but  confessing  that  I  am  a  woman,"  answered 
Rose ;  '^  and  did  I  say  a  man,  I  dare  say  tlie  difference 
of  sex  would  imply  but  a  small  abatement  of  curiosity." 

*^  Thou  niakest  no  parade  of  otlier  feelings,  which 
prompt  tliec  to  inquire  into  my  fortunes,"  said  Eveline ; 
"but,  sweet  Rose,  I  give  ihee  not  the  less  credit  for  them. 
Believe  me,  tliou  shalt  know  all — but,  I  think,  not  now." 

"  At  your  pleasure,"  said  Rose  ;  "  and  yet,  methinks, 
the  bearing  in  your  soUtary  bosom  such  a  fearful  secret 
will  only  render  the  weight  more  intolerable.  On  my 
silence  you  may  rely  as  on  that  of  die  Holy  Image, 
which  hears  us  confess  what  it  never  reveals.  Besides, 
nich  tilings  become  familiar  to  the  imagination  when 
they  have  been  spoken  of,  and  that  which  is  familiar 
tiradually  becomes  stripped  of  its  terrors." 

'*  Thou  speakcst  with  reason,  my  prudent  Rose  ;  and 
lurely  in  tliis  gallant  troop,  borne  like  a  flower  on  a  bush 
by  my  good  palfrey  Yseulte — fresh  gales  blowing  round 
OS,  flowers  opening  and  birds  singing,  and  having  thee 
by  my  bridle-rein,  I  ought  to  feel  this  a  fitting  time  to 
communicate  what  thou  hast  so  good  a  title  to  know. 
And — ^yes  !— -thou  shalt  know  all  ! — Thou  art  not,  I 
presume,  ignorant  of  the  qualities  of  what  the  Saxons  of 
this  land  call  a  Bahr-gcUt  ?" 

"  Pardon  me,  lady,"  answered  Rose,  "  my  father  dis- 
couraged my  listening  to  such  discourses.  I  might  see 
evil  spirits  enough,  he  said,  without  my  imagination  be* 
iog  taught  to  form  such  as  were  fantastical.  The  word 
Bahr-geist,  1  have  heard  used  by  Gillian  and  other  Sax- 
ons ;  but  to  me  it  only  conveys  some  idea  of  mdcfinite 
terror,  of  which  I  have  never  asked  nor  rccew^^  ^sl 
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"  Know  [hun,"  said  Eveline,  "  it  is  a  spectre,  usualljf  tbi 
image  of  a  iJuiiurtcd  person,  nlio,  eitlier  for  vroag  suMiio- 
ed  in  some  particular  place  during  life,  or  tbrougb  nat- 
ure hidden  there,  or  front  some  such  other  cause,  hauiiB 
the  spot  front  time  to  time,  becomes  familiar  to  tliua 
iviio  d»cll  ilicre,  tukcs  an  interest  in  their  fate,  occiiioo-  ' 
ally  for  good,  in  otlicr  instances  or  times  for  evil.  The 
Balir-geist  is,  lliereforc,  soaieiimes  regarded  as  the  {jood 
genitis,  sonictimvs  as  the  avenging  6enJ,  atUcbcd  U 
particulur  families  and  classes  of  men.  It  is'tlie  Eotcf 
tlie  family  of  Daliiringliam,  (of  no  mean  note  in  other 
respects,)  to  to  subject  to  the  visits  of  such  a  being-" 
"  Wiiy  I  ask  the  cause  (if  it  he  kuown)  of  such  viatic 
tion  ?"  said  Kosc,  desirous  to  avail  herself  to  tlie  uitp- 

'   most  of  the  coiiiinuuicativc  mood  of  her  yoimg  ladj, 
which  iiii^lit  not  perhaps  Inst  very  long. 

"  1  knokv  the  legend  but  imperfectly,"  replied  Eve- 
line, procceiliiig  with  a  dt-gree  of  cahimess,  the  result  ol 
strong  escilion  over  her  menial  anxiety,  "  but  in  gen- 
eral it  runs  tinis : — B^jIdrJck,  the  Saxon  iicro  nho  fiitt 
possessed  yonder  dwelling,  Lccr.me  enamoured  of  a  fair 
Briton,  said  to  have  been  descended  frcm  those  Dniidi 
of  whom  the  XAekh  speak  so  much,  and  deemed  rM 
unac(]iiaintod  with  tlie  arts  of  sorcery  which  they  prac- 
tised, when  they  olTcred  up  hui:i;.n  sacrifiCLS  amid  llicse 
circles  of  iinlie»n  and  livii:j^  roek,  of  nhich  tliou  hut 
seen  so  many.  After  mere  than  two  years  wedlock, 
Baldriek  uccanic  weary  of  his  wife  to  such  a  point,'(hal 
lie  formed  tlie  cruel  resolution  of  putting  her  to  death. 
Some  say  he  doubted  her  fidelity — suu:e  that  the  matter 
was  jircsscd  on  him  by.tlic  church,  as  she  was  suspected 
of  heresy — some  that  he  removed  her  to  make  way  for 
a  more  wealthy  marriage — but  all  Q;;rec  ii]  the  result. 
He  sent  two  of  his  Cnichts  to  die  house  of  Uiildr  in  ghaut 
lo  put  to  death  the  unfonunate  Vau'ia,  and  commanded 
them  to  bring  him  the  ring  wliicli  had  circled  her  Gnger 
on  the  day  of  wedlock,  in  token  that  his  orders  were  «C* 
conipiisheti,     Tlie  men  were  t«v\\\csa  m  >.W\t  (^c«,\be{ 

^Uigled  V'aiida  in  yonder  apuimeni,  an&  «&  "^  ^asA 
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ivasso  swollen  that  no  e!lrrt  could  draw  off  the  ring, 
they  obtained  possession  of  it  by  severing  the  finger. 
But  long  before  the  return  of  those  cruel  perpetrators  of 
her  death,  the  shadow  of  Vanda  had  appeared  before 
her  appalled  husband,  and  holding  up  to  him  her  bloody 
hand,  made  him  fearfully  sensible  how  well  his  savage 
commands  had  been  obeyed.     After  haunting  him  in 
I^eace  and  war,  in  desert,  court,  and  camp,  until  he  died 
despairingly  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy-land,  the  Bahr- 
geist,  or  ghost  of  the  murdered  Vanda,  became  so  terri- 
ble in  the  House  of  Baldringham,  tliat  the  succour  of 
Saint  Dunstan  was  itself  scarcely  sufficient  to  put  bounds 
to  her  visitation.     Yea,  the  blessed  saint,  when  he  had 
succeeded  in  his  exorcism,  did,  in  requital  of  Baldrick's 
crime,  impose  a  strong  and  enduring  penalty  upon  every 
female  descendant  of  the  house  in  the  third  degree  ; 
namely,  that  once  in  their  lives,  and  before  their  twenty- 
first  year,  they  should  each  spend  a  solitar}'  night  in  the 
chamber  of  the  murdered  Vanda,  saying  therein  certain 
prayers,  as  well  for  her  repose,  as  for  the  suffering  soul 
of  her  murderer.     During  that  awful  space,  it  is  general- 
ly believed  that  the  spirit  of  the  murdered  person  ap- 
pears to  tlie  female  who  observes  the  vigil,  and   shows 
some  sign  of  her  future  good  or  bad  fortune.     If  favour- 
able, she  appears  with  a  smiling  aspect,  and  crosses  thein 
Tiith  her  unbloodied  hand  ;  but  she  announces  evil  for- 
tune by  showing  the  hand  from  which  the  fmgcr  was 
severed,  with  a  stern  countenance,  as  if  resenting  upon 
the  descendant  of  her  husband   his  inhuman  cruelty. 
Sometimes  she  is  said  to  speak.     These  particulars  I 
learned  long  since  from  an  old  Saxon  dame,  the  mother 
of  our  Marjorie,  who  had  been  an  attendant  on  my  grand- 
iDoiher,  and  left  the  House  of  Baldringham  when  she 
niade  her  escape  from  it  with  my  father's  father." 

"  Did  your   grandmother  ever  render  this  homage," 
*ud  Rose,  "which  seems  to  me — under  favour  of  Saint . 
Dunstan — to  hrin^  humanity  into  too   close  VivleicoxM^ 
^  a  being  of  a  doubtful  nature  .''" 
/^*     roL.  /. 
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^^B"  My  grantlfaiher  lliouglil  so,  and  never  periniited 
^^■Bndinolher  to  revisit  the  House  of  Bnltlringliam  al 
^^Br  marriage  ;  Iience  disunion  betivixt  Iniu  and  bis 
^^H  llie  one  pait,  and  tJie  mejnliers  of  thai  family  on 
^^H^cr.     Tliey  laid  sundry  misfortunes,  and  particula 
^^^k  loss  of  male  Iteirs  wliicli  at  lliai  linie  befell  (hcn)^ 
^^Hh'  parent's  not  having  done  liie  hereditary  homagt 
^^He  bloody-fingered  Balir-geisl." 
^^H  '*  And  how  could  you,  my  dearest  lady,"  said  Ri( 
^^Blcnowbg  that  iliey  licld  among  ilieni  an  usage  so  ] 
^^Hlis,  tliink   of  accepting   ilie   mvitaliou   of  Lftdjr 
^^Bengarde  ?" 

^^B  "  I  can  hardly  answer  you  the  question,"  replied  E 
^^■ae.     "  Partly  I  feared  my  fatber's  recetil  calamity,  u 
^^^^n  (as  I  have  heard  him  say  liis  aunt  once  prophesied 
^^Hm)  by  the  enemy  he  most  despised,  migbt  bo  the  restill 
^^Bu  rite  having  been  neglected  ;  and  partly  I  hoped,  lb] 
^^Mf  mind  should  be  appalled  at  the  danger,  ivhen  il  presc 
^^Bd  itself  closer  to  my  eye,  it  could  not  be  urged  on 
^^■1  fKiurtesy  and  humanity.     You  saw  how  soon  my  c 
^Hparted  relative  pounced  tipon  the  opportunity,  sad 
^HpipOBsibie  it  became  for  me,  bearing  the  name,  u 
^^Kut,  the  spirit  of  Berenger,  to  escape  from  the  n 
^^Hiich  I  had  involved  myself." 
^^B  "  No  regard  for  name  or  rank  should  liave  engSj 
^^■e,"  replied  Rose,  "  to  place  myself  where  fippreh 
^^Hdd   alone,  even  uiiliout  the  terrors  of  a  real  visiuti 
^^^Bgl>t  have  punished  my  presumption  wiiii  insanity. 
^^Hiat,  in  tile  name  of  Heaven,  did  you  see  al  tliis 
^^He  rendezvous  •" 

"  Ay,  there  is  the  question,"  said  Eveline,  TBtsing 
Iiond  to  her  brow — "  how  I  could  witness  thai  whic 
distinctly  saw,  yet  be  ah!e  to  retain  command  of  tlioi 
^^^d  intellect ! — I  had  recited  the  prescribed  devotiotM 
^Hhs  miu'derer  and  his  victim,  and  sitting  down  on' 
^^ftiicb  which  was  assigned  me,  had  laid  asid¥  such  of 
^Kmthes  as  might  impede  my  rest — I  hnd  surmounted 
^^Kv7,  the  first  shock  w\\ich  \  eXYieTveweA  m  «w 
^Ble/r  lo  tliis  mysterious  cUamber,  «,n&  \  Vov<^^v» 
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Ae  night  in  slumber  as  sound  as  my  thoughts  were  in- 
nocent. But  I  was  fearfully  disappointed.  I  cannot 
judge  how  long  I  had  slept,  when  my  bosom  was  oppress- 
ed by  an  unusual  weight,  which  seemed  at  once  to  stifle 
nij  voice,  stop  the  beating  of  my  heart,  and  prevent  me 
&om  drawing  my  breath  ;  and  when  I  looked  up  to  dis- 
cover the  cause  of  this  horrible  suffocation,  the  form  of 
the  murdered  British  matron  stood  over  my  couch,  taller 
dun  life,  shadowy,  and  witli  a  countenance  where  traits 
of  dignity  and  beauty  were  mingled  with  a  fierce  ex- 

Cion  of  vengeful  exultation.     She  held  over  me  die 
which  bore  the  bloody  marks  of   her  husband's 
cnielty,  and  seemed  as  if  she  signed  the  cross,  devoting 
me  to  destruction  ;  while  with  an  uncartlily  tone  she  ut- 
tered these  words  : — 

Widow'd  wife  and  wedded  maid 
Eetrolb*d,  betrayer,  aud  betrayM  ! 

The  phantom  stooped  over  me  as  she  spoke,  and  low- 
ered her  gory  fingers,  as  if  to  touch  my  face,  when  terror 
9^ng  me  tlic  power  of  which  at  first  it  deprived  me,  I 
icreamed  aloud — the  casement  of  tlie  apartment  was 
throwrn  open  with  a  loud  noise — and — But  what  signifies 
toj  telling  all  this  to  thee,  Rose,  who  show  so  plainly,  by 
the  movement  of  eye  and  lip,  that 'you  consider  me  as  a 
■By  and  childish  dreamer  ?" 

"  Be  not  angry,  my  dear  lady,"  said  Rose  ;  "  I  do 
iodeed  believe  Uiat  the  witch  we  call  Mara*  has  been 
dealing  with  you  ;  but  she,  you  know,  is  by  leeches  con- 
sidered as  no  real  phantom,  but  solely  the  creation  of  our 
own  imagination,  disordered  by  causes  which  arise  from 
iKxlily  mdisposition." 

"Thou  art  learned,  maiden,"  said  Eveline,  rather 
peevishly  ;  "  but  when  I  assure  thee  that  my  better  angel 
came  to  my  assistance  in  a  human  form — that  at  his  ap- 
pearance the  fiend  vanished — and  that  he  transported  me 
in  his  arms  out  of  the  chamber  of  terror,  I  lluuk  l\\ow 


*  Elpblalm,  oriVigfatoiara. 
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wilt,  as  a  good  Christian,  put  more  iSuth  m  that  which  I 
tell  you." 

"  Indeed,  indeed,  my  sweetest  mistress,  I  cannot," 
replied  Rose.  ^'  It  is  even  that  circumstance  of  the 
guardian  angel  which  makes  me  consider  the  whok  u 
a^dream.  A  Norman  sentinel,  whom  I  myself  called 
from  his  post  on  purpose,  did  indeed  come  to  your 
assistance,  and,  breaking  into  your  apartment,  transport- 
ed you  to  that  where  I  myself  received  you  from  Ui 
arms  in  a  lifeless  condition." 

"  A  Norman  soldier,  ha !"  said  Eveline,  cokniriBg 
extremely  ;  '^  and  to  whom,  maiden,  did  you  dare  ffft 
commission  to  break  into  my  sleeping-chamber  ?^ 

**  Your  eyes  flash  anger,  tns£^m,  but  b  it  reasonabk 
tliey  sliould  ? — Did  I  not  hda*  >x)ur  screams  of  agonj, 
apd  was  I  to  stand  fettereH  by  ceremony  at  such  a  mo- 
ment ? — no  more  than  if  tlic^  castle  had  been  on  fire." 

''  I  ask  you  again,  Rji>e,"  said  her  mistress,  still 
with  discomposure,  tliough  less  angrily  tlian  at  first, 
"  whom  you  directed  to  break  into  my  apartment  .^" 

"  Indeed  I  know  not,  lady,"  said  Rose  ;  "  for,  be- 
sides that  he  was  muffled  in  his  mantle,  little  chance  was 
tliere  of  my  knowing  liis  features,  even  had  I  seen  them 
fully.  But  I  can  soon  discover  tlie  cavalier ;  and  1 
will  set  about  it,  that  I  may  give  him  tlie  reward  I  prom- 
ised, and  warn  him  to  be  silent  and    discreet   in  tlui- 


matter." 


*^  Do  so,"  said  Eveline  ;  '^  and  if  you  find  him  among 
those  soldiers  who  attend  us,  I  will  indeed  lean  to  thine 
opinion,  and  tliink  that  phantasy  had  the  chief  share  is 
the  evils  I  have 'endured  the  last  night." 

Roso  struck  her  palfrey  with  die  rod,  and,  accompa* 
nied  by  her  mistress,  rode  up  to  Philip  Guarine,  the 
Constable's  squire,  who  for  the  present  commanded  their 
little  escort.  "  Good  Guarine,"  she  said,  "  I  had  talk 
with  one  of  these  sentinels  last  night  from  my  windoWi 
and  he  did  me  some  service,  for  which  I  promised  him 
recompence — Will  you  inquire  tot  ihe  toasi,  ^^\.\ 
pajr  him  his  £[uerdon  ?" 
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■ 

**  Truly,  I  will  owe  him  a  guerdon  also,  pretty  maid- 
en,*' answered  the  squire  ;  "  for  if  a  lance  of  tliem  ap- 
proached near  enough  the  house  to  hold  speech  from  tlie 
windows,  he  transgressed  the  precise  orders  of  his  watch.'' 

"  Tush  !  you  must  forgive  that  for  my  sake,"  said 
Hose.  "  I  warrant,  had  I  called  on  yourself,  stout  Guar- 
ine,  I  should  have  had  influence  to  bring  you  under  my 
chamber  window." 

Guariue  laughed,  and  shrugged  his  shoulders.  '*  True 
it  is,"  he  said,  ^'  when  women  are  in  place  discipline  is 
in  danger." 

He  dien  went  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  among 
his  band,  and  returned  with  the  assurance,  that  liis  sol- 
diers, generally  and  sevi  .ly,  denied  having  approached 
the  mansion  of  the  Lad^  ^^mengarde  on  the  preceding 
night. 

"  Thou  seest.  Rose,"  saii  Eveline,  whh  a  significant 
look,  to  her  attendant.  / 

"  The  poor  rogues  are  afraid  of  Guarine's  severity," 
said  Rose,  "  and  dare  not  tell  tlie  truth — I  shall  have 
tome  one  in  private  claiming  the  reward  of  me." 

**  I  would  I  had  tlie  privilege  myself,  damsel,"  said 
Guarine  ;  "  but  for  these  fellows,  tliey  are  not  so  timor- 
ous as  you  suppose  tiiem,  being  even  too  ready  to  avouch 
their  roguery  when  it  hath  less  excuse — Besides,  I  prom- 
ised them  impunity. — Have  you  anything  farther  to 
order.?" 

"  Notliing,  good  Guarine,"  said  Eveline  ;  "  only  tliis 
small  donative  to  procure  wine  for  thy  soldiers,  that  they 
may  spend  tlie  next  night  more  merrily  than  the  last. 
—And  now  he  is  gone, — Maiden,  thou  must,  I  think, 
be  now  well  aware,  that  what  thou  sawest  was  no  earthly 
being  r 

**  I  must  believe  mine  own  ears  and  eyes,  madam," 
replied  Rose. 

*•  Do— but  allow  me  the  same  privilege,"  answered 
Eveline.     "  Beheve  roe  that  my  deliverer  (^(ot  so  Y  vcvwsX 
ctUbimf)  bore  tlw  features  of  one  who  ne\l\\et  \\\i^>xvoT 
€oaU  be,  ia  the  aeigbbamhood   of  Baldfm^Wva*— ^^ 


^^m  TALB«   OP   THE    CBVSADKBS. 

me  liut  one  tliinf; — Wliat  dos;  Uiou  iliink  of  ihis  exiraor- 
dinary  pifiilictioo — 


ThoH  wilt  say  it  is  an  idle  invention  of  my  brain — fai 
lliink  it  for  a  moment  t]ie  speech  of  a  true  dinner,  sdi 
what  woiiliisi  iliou  say  of  il  ?" 

"Tliai  yon  may  be  betrayed,  my  dearest  lady, 
never  can  be  a  betrayer,"  answered  Rose  with  QniiiiatiOD 

Evuline  reached  her  hand  out  to  her  ^iend,  and,  i 
she  pressed  affeelionately  that  which  Rose  gave  in  n 
she  whispered  lo  her  with  energy,  "  I  ihank  thee  for  U 
judgment,  nbich  my  own  lieart  confiims." 

A  cloud  of  dust  now  announced  the  approacli  of  ll 
Consiuble  of  Chester  und  liis  rttiaue,  au^inenltd  by  li 
Ulendonce  of  his  host  Sir  William  Heiberl,  and  son 
of  his  nc!n;hbouis  nnd  kinsmen,  who  came  to  pay  I 
respects  to  tlie  orphan  of  the  Garde  Doloureiise,  by  wine 
^pellation  Eveline  was  kno\in  upon  her  passage  tlirou| 
iheir  territory, 

Eveline  remarked,  tliat,  at  tlieir  greeting,  De  Lai! 
looked  with  displeased  smptlite  at  the  diaarrangemenl < 
her  dress  and  oquipuge,  wliich  hev  hasty  departure  froi 
Boldrini^bam  had  necessarily  occasioned  ;  and  she  wa 
00  her  part,  struck  nitii  an  e:ipres£ion  of  countenaiM 
which  seemed  to  say,  "  I  am  not  lo  be  treated  as  an  a 
diuary  person,  who  may  be  received  with  ncgligesd 
and  treated  slightly  with  impunity."  For  llie  first  dm 
she  ihoui^hi  liiai,  ihoiigh  always  deficient  in  gr&ce  H 
beauty,  the  CoostabJe's  countenance  was  formed  lo  ta 
press  llie  more  angry  passions  viitli  force  and  vivac' 
and  tJint  she  ulio  shared  bis  rank  and  name  must  lay  h 
account  with  tlie  imphcit  sunender  of  her  will  and  wbii 
to  liiose  of  an  arbitrary  lord  and  niaslcr. 

But  the  clond  snr>n  passed  from  tile  Constable's 

Jtmrf  in  Uie  conversation  which  he  afterwards  maiol 

M|i|6  Herbert  and  the  oilier  Wie.\i\s  ani  ^c&\\BmK!ft,vt 

^^B  time  to  tiiDe  conie  to  ;^eet.  an&  w:t:cnni|i«Kj  < 
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isr  1  ]htle  way  oo  their  journey,  Eveline  had  occamm 
lo  admire  his  su|>erioriiy,  both  of  sense  aod  expression, 
and  to  remark  the  attention  and  deference  with  wliich 
his  words  were  hstened  to  by  men  too  liJgh  in  rank,  and 
too  proud,  readily  to  admit  any  pre-eminence  that  was 
not  founded  od  acknowledged  merit.  The  regard  of 
wmcn  is  generally  much  influenced  by  the  estimation 
which  an  individual  maintains  in  the  opinion  of  men  ;  and 
Ereline,  when  she  concluded  her  journey  in  llie  Bene- 
dictine nunnery  in  Gloucester,  could  not  think  without 
respect  upon  tiie  renowned  warrior,  and  celebrated  poli- 
ficiin,  whose  ucknowledged  abilities  appeared  to  place 
bun  above  every  on^  whom  she  had  seen  approach  him. 
His  wife,  Evehne  thought,  (and  she  was  not  without  am- 
bitaxi,)  if  relinquishing  some  of  tiiose  qualities  in  a  hus- 
band which  are  in  youth  most  captivating  to  the  female 
Bugination,  must  be  still  generally  honoured  and  re- 
nted, aod  hare  contentment,  if  not  rumantic  feUcit}', 
«itbm  her  reach. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Thk  Lady  ETeline  remained  nearly  four  months  with 
W  aunt,  the  Abbess  of  the  Heiiedicline  nunnery,  under 
^rinw  auspices  the  Constable  of  Chester  saw  his  suit 
advance  and  prosper,  as  it  would  probabfy  have  done 
ooder  that  of  the  deceased  Raymond  Berenger  her 
brother.  It  is  probable,  however,  that,  but  for  the  sup- 
posed vbioR  of  the  Virgin,  and  the  voiv  of  gratitude  which 
thai  supposed  vision  had  called  fori'i,  the  natural  dislike  of 
M>youn§a  person  too  match  so  unequal  in  years,  might 
li»Te  effectually  opposed  liis  succeis.  Indeed  Eveline, 
■bile  honouring  ibe  Constable's  virtue;!,  doin^  justice  to 
^a  high  characiei-,  and  admiring  his  talents,  cou\tV  TieN« 
^AageOer  direst  herself  of  a  secret  feat  of  \\\m,  \s\\\fi\*- 
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while  it  prevented  her  from  expressing  any  direct  &- 
approbation  of  his  addresses,  caused  her  somethnei  to 
shudder,  she  scarce  knew  why,  at  tlie  idea  of  thdr 
becoming  successful. 

The  ominous  words,  "  bctrajnng  and  betrayed,"  would 
then  occur  to  her  memory  ;  and  when  her  aunt  (theperH 
od  of  the  deepest  mourning  being  elapsed)  had  fixed  a 
day    for   her   betrothal,  slie  looked  forward  to  it  whh  a    '  - 
feelins:  of  terror,  for  which  she  was  unable  to  account  to 
herself,  and  which,  as  well  as  the  particulars  of  bcr 
dream,  she  concealed  even  from  Father  Aldrovand  ia 
tlic  hours  of  confession.      It  was  not  aversion  to  tliB 
Constable — it  was  far  less  preference  to  any  other  suilar 
— it  was  one  of  those  instinctive  movements  and  emoticmi 
by  which  Nature  seems  to  warn  us  of  approaching  daih 
ger,  though  furnishing  no  information  respecting  its 
ture,  and  suggesting  no  means  of  escaping  from  it. 

So  strong  were  these  intervals  of  apprehensioni  that  \ 
if  thry  had  been  seconded  by  the  remonstrances  of 
Rose  Flammock,  as  formerly,  tliey  might  perhaps  have 
led  to  Eveline's  even  yet  forming  some  r^lution  unb- 
vourable  to  the  suit  of  the  Constable.  But,  still  mora 
zealous  for  her  lady's  honour  than  even  for  her  happiness, 
Rose  had  strictly  forborne  every  effort  which  could  aflect 
Eveline's  puqiose,  when  she  had  once  expressed  ber 
approbation  of  De  Lacy's  addresses  ;  and  whatever  she 
thought  or  anticipated  concerning  the  proposed  mar- 
riage, she  seemed  from  that  moment  to  consider  it  as  aa 
event  which  must  necessarily  take  place. 

De  Lacy  himself,  as  he  learned  more  intimately  to 
know  the  merit  of  the  prize  which  he  was  desirous  of 
possessing,  looked  forward  with  different  feelings  towards 
tlie  union,  than  those  with  which  he  had  first  proposed 
tlie  measure  to  Raymond  Berenger.  It  was  then  a  mere 
match  of  interest  and  convenience,  which  had  occurred 
to  the  mind  of  a  proud  and  politic  feudal  lord,  as  the 
best  mode  of  consolidating  the  power  and  perpetuating 
the  line  of  his  family.  Nor  d\A  e\eii  ^^  «\^^^»qbl^ 
EvcJwc's  beauty  make  that  in\pTesa\oTv>y^xi\>^  Vac^^ 
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wliicb  itwns  calculated  to  do  on  the  Gary  and  impassion- 
ed chivalry  of  the  age.  He  was  past  that  period  of 
life  when  the  wise  are  captivated  fay  outward  form,  and 
tniglil  have  said  wilh  triitli,  as  well  as  witli  discretion, 
that  he  could  have  wia)ied  his  benulifui  bride  several 
years  older,  and  possessed  of  a  more  moderate  poruon 
of  personal  charms,  in  order  to  have  rendered  liie  match 
iDorc  fitted  for  his  own  age  and  disposition.  This  stoic- 
ism, however,  vanished,  when,  on  repeated  intcniews 
with  his  destined  bride,  he  found  that  slie  was  indeed  in- 
experienced in  life,  but  desirous  to  he  guided  hy  superior 
visdom  ;  and  tJiat,  although  gifted  with  high  spirit,  and 
a  disposition  which  began  to  recover  its  natural  elastic 
gaiety,  she  was  gende,  docile,  and,  ubovc  all,  endowed 
with  a  firmness  of  principle,  which  seemed  (o  give  as- 
surance dial  she  would  tread  uprightly,  and  witiiont  spot, 
the  slippery  patlis  in  whicli  youth,  rank,  and  beauty,  are 
(loomed  to  move. 

As  feelings  of  a  warmer  and  more  impassioned  kind 
towards  Eveline  began  to  glow  in  Dc  Lacy's  bosom, 
his  engagements  as  a  crusader  became  more  and  more 
burdensome  to  him.  The  Benedictine  Abbess,  the  nat- 
ural guardian  of  Eveline's  happiness,  added  to  these 
feelings  by  her  reasoning  and  remonstrances.  Alrhough 
a  nun  and  a  devotee,  slie  held  in  reverence  the  holy  state 
of  matrimony,  and  comprehended  so  much  of  it  as  to  be 
aware,  that  its  important  purposes  could  not  be  accom- 
plished white  the  whole  continent  of  Europe  was  inter- 
posed betwixt  liie  married  pair  ;  for  as  to  a  hint  from  the 
Constable,  that  his  young  spouse  might  accompany  him 
into  the  dangi-Tous  and  dissolute  precincts  of  the  Crusa- 
der's camp,  the  good  lady  crossed 'herself  with  horror 
at  llie  proposal,  and  never  permitted  it  to  be  a  second 
time  mentioned  in  her  presence. 

It  was  not,  however,  uncommon  for  kings,  princes,  and 

Other  persona  of  high  consequence,  who  bad  taken  upon 

Uwni  the  vow  to  rescue  Jerusalem,  to  obtain  dcW^^,  vnAi 

even  m  toiaJ  reimssJon  of  their  engagemcax^  by  ^to\>CT  a.^ 

16    ro£.  /. 
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plication  to  the  Ciiurch  of  Rome.  The  Constable  wu 
sure  to  possess  ilie  full  advantage  of  his  sovereign'i  ia- 
teresl  and  rotinte nance,  in  seeking  permission  lo  remii 
in  England,  for  lie  nas  the  noble  to  whose  valour  ud 
policy  Henry  liad  chielly  inirusicd  the  defence  of  dM 
disorderly  Welch  marches ;  and  it  nas  by  do  tneiiii 
nith  his  good-ivill  that  so  useful  a  suhject  had  ever  tl- 
sumcd  the  cross. 

It  was  settled,  therefore,  in  private  betwixt  the  Abben 
and  tlie  Constable,  that  the  latter  should  solicit  atRonKt 
and  with  the  Pope's  Legate  in  England,  a  remissioD  ti 
his  vow  for  at  least  Ino  years ;  a  favour  which  it  v« 
tliought  could  scarce  be  refused  to  one  of  his  wealtbind 
influence,  backed  as  it  was  with  the  most  liberal  offen  of 
assistance  towards  the  redemption  of  the  Holy  Lud. 
His  offers  Here  indeed  munificent  ;  for  he  proposed) if 
his  own  personal  attendance  were  dispensed  with,  to  tend 
an  hundred  lances  at  his  own  cost,  each  lance  accompli 
nied  by  two  squires,  three  archers,  and  a  varlet  or  bone- 
boy  ;  being  double  the  retinue  by  which  his  own  penoo 
was  to  have  been  accompanied.  He  offered  besides  la 
deposit  the  sum  of  two  thousand  bezants  to  the  geneial 
expenses  of  the  expedition,  to  surrender  to  the  use  of 
the  Christian  armament  ihose  equipped  vessels  which  be 
bad  provided,  and  which  even  now  awaited  the  embadc- 
ation  of  himself  and  bis  followers. 

Yet,  while  making  these  magnificent  proffers,  the  CfXr 
stable  could  not  help  feeling  they  would  be  inadequate 
to  the  expectations  of  the  rigid  prelate  Baldwio,  wbo, 
u  he  had  himself  preached  the  crusade,  and  brought 
the  Constable  and  many  others  into  that  holy  engage- 
ment, must  needs  see  with  displeasure  the  work  of  hit 
eloquence  endangered,  by  tlie  retreat  of  so  important  in 
associate  from  bis  favourile  enterprise.  To  soften,  there- 
fore, ids  disappoininient  as  much  as  possible,  the  Con- 
stable offered  to  tlie  Archbishop,  that,  in  the  event  oflni 
obtaining  license  to  remain  in  Britain,  his  forces  abouU 
be  led  by  his  nephew,  Danuan  \.Afi^i  ^^aii.']  Tewnmod 
/or  bis  early  feats  of  chivaWy»  »i»  ^w«a&^w^^>ifc 
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bouse,  and,  failing  heirs  of  his  on-n  body,  its  future  head 
and  support. 

The  Constable  took  the  most  prudent  method  of 
communicating  this  proposal  to  the  Archbishop  Baldwin, 
through  a  mutual  friend,  on  whose  good  oflices  lie  could 
depend,  and  whose  interest  wiili  the  Prblaie  was  regard- 
ed as  great.  But  notwithstanding  tJie  splendour  of  the 
proposal,  the  Prelate  heard  it  with  sullen  and  obstinate 
silence,  and  referred  for  answer  to  a  personHl  conference 
vith  the  Constable  at  an  appointed  day,  when  concerns 
of  the  church  would  call  the  Archbishop  to  the  city  of 
Gloucester.  The  report  of  tlie  mediator  was  such  as  in- 
duced the  Constable  to  expect  a  severe  struggle  with  the 
proud  and  powerful  churchman  ;  hut,  himself  proud  and 
powerful,  and  backed  by  the  favour  of  his  sovereign,  he 
did  not  expect  to  be  foiled  in  the  contest. 

The  necessity  that  this  point  should  be  previously 
■djustcd,  as  well  as  the  recent  loss  of  Eveline's  father, 
gare  an  sir  of  privacy  to  De  Lacy's  courlsliip,  and  pre- 
vented its  being  signalized  by  lournumcnts  and  feats  of 
military  skill,  in  which  he  would  have  been  otlierwise 
desirous  to  display  his  addre'^s  in  llic  eyes  of  his 
mistress.  The  rules  of  the  convent  prevented  his  giving 
entertainments  of  dancing,  mttsir,  or  other  more  pacific 
revels ;  and  aJtliough  the  Constable  displayed  his  affec- 
tion by  ihe  most  splendid  gifts  to  his  future  bride  and  her 
attendants,  the  whole  affair,  in  tlie  ojiinion  of  the  ex- 
perienced Dame  Giltiaii,  proeceded  more  wiili  the  solem- 
nity of  a  funeral,  tlian  tlie  light  pace  of  an  approaching 
bridal. 

The  bride  herself  fell  something  of  this,  and  thought 
occasionally  it  might  have  been  lightened  by  the  visits 
of  young  Damian,  in  whose  age,  so  nearly  correspond- 
ing to  her  own,  she  might  have  expected  some  relief  from 
Ihe  formal  eonrt3lii|)  of  his  graver  unrle.  But  he  camn 
not }  and  from  what  the  Constable  snid  concerning  him, 
•bo  was  led  to  imagine  thni  the  relations  bad,  tot  %  V\n\& 
Mthaat,  DKchaagtui  occupations  and  chaTacXfcT.  '5V» 
MerDeLacycoal'mued,  indeed,  in  nominaX  oAiaertww.* 
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of  his  vow,  to  dwell  in  a  pavilion  by  the  gM 
Gloucester  ;  but  he  seldom  donned  his  irniouri  1 
tuted  costly  damask  and  silk  for  his  war-worn  tt 
doublet,  and  afiected  at  his  advanced  time  of  life 
gaiety  of  attire  than  his  contemporaries  remembei 
distinguishing  his  early  youth.  His  nephew,  on  thi 
trary,  resided  almost  constantly  on  tlie  marches  of  \ 
occupied  in  settling  by  prudence,  or  subduing  by 
force,  tite  various  disturbances  ^  which  these  pnr 
were  continually  agitated  ;  and  Eveline  learned  wit 
prise,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  his  uncle  had  prevai 
him  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony  of  their  being  bed 
to  each  other,  or,  as  the  Normans  entitled  the  cerei 
their  ^anfai7/u.  This  engagement,  which  precedi 
actual  marriage  for  a  space  more  or  less,  accord 
circumstances,  was  usually  celebrated  with  a  sole 
corresponding  to  the  rank  of  the  contracting  partif 
The  constable  added,  with  expressions  of  regre: 
Damian  gave  himself  loo  little  rest,  considering  hia 
youth,  slept  too  little,  and  indulged  in  too  restless 
position — that  his  health  was  suffering — and  that  a 
ed  Jewish  leech,  whose  opinion  had  been  takei 
given  his  advice  that  the  warmtli  of  a  more  gcni 
mate  was  necessary  to  restore  his  constitutioo 
general  and  natural  vigour. 

Eveline  heard  tiiis  with  much  regret,  for  shb  re 
bered  Damian  as  the  angel  of  good  tidings,  wbc 
brought  her  news  of  dchverancc  from  tlie  forces  i 
Welch ;  and  the  occasions  on  which  tliey  had 
though  mournful,  brought  a  sort  of  pleasure  in  rcc 
tion,  so  gentle  had  been  the  youth's  ileportmenl,  s 
eonsohng  bis  expressions  of  sympatliy.  She  wishc 
could  see  liim,  that  she  might  herself  judge  of  tl 
lure  of  hia  illness ;  for,  like  otlicr  damsels  of  tlial 
she  was  not  entirely  ignorant  of  the  an  of  healioj 
had  been  taugjit  by  Father  Aldrovand,  biniself  no 
physician,  how  to  extract  healing  essences  from 
and  herbs  gathered  under  p\aneXat^  \wi\«*.  ?JnR"i 
*tpossibJe  ilM  bet  laleuU  in  tbia  aiV  »>i^v»4»: 
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might  perhaps  be  of  service  to  one  ahready  her  friend 
and  liberator,  and  soon  about  to  become  her  very  near 
relation. 

It  was  therefore  with  a  sensation  of  pleasure,  mingled 
with  some  confusion,  (at  the  idea,  doubtless,  of  assuming 
the  part  of  medical  adviser  to  so  young  a  patient,)  that 
one  evening,  while  the  convent  was  assembled  about 
some  business  of  their  chapter,  she  heard  Gillian  an- 
nounce that  the  kinsman  of  the  Liord  Constable  desired 
to  speak  with  her.  She  snatched  up  the  veil,  which  she 
wore  in  compliance  with  the  customs  of  the  house,  and 
hastily  descended  to  the  parlour,  commanding  the  attend- 
ance of  Gillian,  who,  nevertheless,  did  not  think  proper 
to  obey  the  signal. 

When  she  entered  the  apartment,  a  man  whom  she  had 
never  seen  before  advanced,  kneeled  on  one  knee,  and, 
taking  up  the  hem  of  her  veil,  saluted  it  with  an  air  of 
the  most  profound  respect.  She  stepped  back,  surprised 
and  alarmed,  altliough  there  >vas  nothing  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  stranger  to  justify  her  apprehension.  He 
seemed  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age,  tall  of  stature, 
and  bearing  a  noble  though  wasted  lorm,  and  a  coun- 
tenance on  whk^h  disease,  or  perhaps  youthful  indul- 
gence had  anticipated  the  traces  of  age.  His  de- 
meanour seemed  courteous  and  respectful,  even  in  a 
degree  which  approached  to  excess.  He  observed  Eve- 
line's surprise,  and  said,  in  a  tone  of  pride,  mingled  with 
emotion,  "  I  fear  that  I  have  been  mistaken,  and  that 
my  visit  is  regarded  as  an  unwelcome  intrusion." 

"  Arise,  sir,"  answered  Eveline,  "  and  let  me  know 
your  name  and  business.  I  was  summoned  to  a  kinsman 
of  the  Constable  of  Chester." 

"  And  you  expected  the  stripling  Damian,"  an- 
swered the  stranger.  ''  But  the  match  witli  which 
England  rings  will  connect  you  with  others  of  the 
house  besides  that  young  person  ;  and  amongst  these, 
with  the  luckless  Randal  de  Lacy.  Pcrha^s,^^  cow- 
imued  be,  ''the  fair  Eveline  Berenger  may  tioX.  eN«^ 
brv  Aeaix/  his  name  breathed  by  his  more  fotVitk^\» 
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kinsman — more  fortunate  in  eveiy  respect,  but  wuH  kt- 
lunate  in  his  present  prospects." 

This  compliment  was  accompanied  hj  a  ^eep  tera- 
ence,  Aid  Eveline  stood  mucli  embarrassed  bow  lo  replf 
to  his  civiUtics  ;  for  alibough  she  now  well  remembeici 
to  have  heard  iliis  Randal  slightly  mendoued  by  tbeCnn- 
slahle  when  speaking  of  liis  l'aniily,it  was  in  terms  vbic^ 
implied  tliat  there  was  no  good  understanding  beiinil 
them.  She  therefore  only  returned  his  courtes;^ 
general  Uianks  for  the  honour  of  liis  visit,  trusting  hi 
would  tlien  retire ;  hut  such  was  not  his  purpose. 

"  I  comprehend,"  he  said,  "  from  the  coldness  mlk 
which  tiic  Lady  Evehne.Berenger  receives  me,  tbt 
what  she  has  heard  of  me  from  my  kinsnian,  (if  indeed 
lie  thought  me  worthy  of  being  mcutioned  to  her  at  alli) 
has  been,  to  say  the  least,  unfavourable.  And  yet  flif 
name  once  stood  as  liigli  in  6elds  and  courts,  u  ibu  «■ 
the  Constable  ;  uor  is  It  aught  more  disgraceful  ihn  , 
what  is  indeed  often  esteemed  the  worst  of  di^raceft—  : 
poverty,  wiiich  prevents  my  still  aspiring  to  places  of  boD-  ' 
our  and  fame.  If  my  youthful  follies  have  been  nume- 
rous, I  have  paid  for  iliem  by  die  loss  of  my  fwtune,  and 
the  degradation  of  my  condition  ;  and  dierein  my  happf 
kinsman  might,  if  he  pleased,  do  me  some  aid— I  nwaa 
not  with  his  purse  or  estate  ;  for,  poor  as  I  am,  1  would 
not  live  on  alms  extorted  from  the  reluctant  hand  of  H 
estranged  friend  ;  but  his  countenance  would  put  him  ID 
no  cost,  and,  in  so  fur,  1  might  expect  some  favour." 

"  In  that  my  l^ord  Constable,"  said  Eveline,  "  mutt 
judge  for  himself.     1  have — as  yel,  at  least — no  right  to  ' 
interfere  in  his  family  atfairs  ;  and  if  I  siiould  ever  have 
such  rigiit,  il  will  well  become  me  to  be  cautious  bow  I 
use  it." 

"It  is  prudently  answered,"  replied •  Randal ;  "but 
what  I  ask  of  yon  is  merely,  that  you,  in  your  gcnilenesii 
would  please  to  convey  to  my  cousin  a  suit,  which  I  God 
it  hard  lo  bring  my  ruder  tongue  to  utter  with  sufficieat 
submission.  The  usurers,  whose  c\a«na\iaN«  cmk^Umi. 
canier  into   my   means,  now  meaaiB   ««  ^^  »•  ^f 
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a  threat  which  thej  dared  not  mutter,  far  less  at- 
9  execute,  were  it  not  tliat  they  see  me  an  outcast, 
Mrted  by  the  natural  head  of  my  family,  and  re* 
e  rather  as  they  would  some  unfriended  vagrant, 
a  descendant  of  the  powerful  House  of  LAcy." 
is  a  sad  necessity,"  replied  Eveline  ;  '*  but  I  see 
7  1  can  help  you  in  such  extremity." 
isily,"  replied  Randal  de  Lacy,  "  The  day  of 
Jtrotlial  is  fixed,  as  I  hear  reported  ;  and  it  is 
;ht  to  select  what  witnesses  you  please  to  the 
Ity,  which  may  the  saints  bless  !  To  every  one 
self,  presence  or  absence  on  that  occasion  is  a  mat- 
nere  ceremony — to  me  it  is  almost  life  or  death. 
I  situated,  that  tlie  marked  instance  of  slight  or 
pt,  implied  by  my  exclusion  from  tliis  meeting  of 
lily,  will  be  held  for  the  signal  of  my  final  expul- 
*m  the  house  of  llie  De  Lacys,  and  for  a  tliousand 
ounds  to  assail  me  without  mercy  or  forbearance, 
cowards  as  they  are,  even  the  slightest  show  of 
lance  from  my  |)owerful  kinsman  would  compel 
I  at  bay.  But  why  should  I  occupy  your  time 
ig  tlius  r — Farewell,  madam — be  happy — and  do 
ik  of  me  the  more  harshly,  tliat  for  a  few  minutes 
broken  the  tenor  of  your  happy  llioughts,  by  fore- 
misfortunes  on  your  notice." 
ly,  sir,"  said  Eveline,  afit^cted  by  the  tone  and 
of  the  noble  suppliant ;  '^  you  shall  not  have  it 
hat  you  have  told  your  distress  to  Eveline  Be- 
without  receiving  such  aid  as  is  in  her  power  to 
I  will  mention  your  request  to  tlie  Constable  of 
• 

Li  must  do  more,  if  you  really  mean  to  assist  me," 
ndal  de  Lacy,  "  you  must  make  tiiat  request  your 
You  do  not  know,"  said  he,  continuing  to  bend 
\  fixed  and  expressive  look,  ''  how  hard  it  is  to 
the  fixed  purpose  of  a  De  Lacy — a  twelvemonth 
ou  willprobablj  be  better  acquainted  w'wh  xhe^ixx 
of  our  resolutions.  JBut,  at  present,  v^Vv^X  c,^». 
fjrour  wish  sJiould  you  deign  to  expreaa  A^"* 
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*'  Your  suit,  sir,  shall  not  be  lost  for  want  of  my  ad- 
vancing it  with  my  good  word  and  good  wishes,"  repGed 
Eveline  ;  ''  but  you  must  be  well  aware  that  its  soccev 
or  failure  must  rest  with  the  Constable  himself." 

Randal  de  Lacy  took  his  leave  with  the  same  air  of 
deep  reverence  which  had  marked  his  entrance ;  onif 
that,  as  he  then  saluted  the  skirt  of  Eveline's  robe,  he 
now  rendered  tlie  same  homage  by  touching  her  hni 
with  his  lip.  She  saw  him  depart  with  a  mixture  of  emh 
tions,  in  which  compassion  was  predominant  ;  although 
in  his  complaints  of  tlie  Constable's  unkindness  to  Ins 
there  was  somethins:  offensive,  and  his  avowal  of  fidliei 
and  excess  seemed  uttered  rather  in  the  spirit  of  wound- 
ed pride,  than  in  that  of  contrition. 

When  Eveline  next  saw  the  Constable,  she  told  Um 
of  the  visit  of  Randal,  and  of  his  request,  and  strietlj 
observing  his  countenance  while  she  spoke,  she  saw,  th^ 
at  tlie  first  mention  of  his  kinsman's  name,  a  gleam  of 
anger  shot  along  his  features.  He  soon  subdued  it, 
however,  and,  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  listened  to 
Eveline's  detailed  account  of  the  \isit,  and  her  request 
*'  that  Randal  might  be  one  of  the  invited  witnesses  to 
their  jiangaillc$y 

The  Constable  paused  for  a  moment,  as  if  he  were 
considering  how  to  elude  the  solicitation.  At  length  ho 
replied,  "  You  do  not  know  for  whom  you  ask  this,  or 
you  would  perhaps  have  forborne  your  request ;  neither 
are  you  apprized  of  its  full  import,  though  my  enHtf 
cousin  well  knows,  that  when  I  do  him  this  grace  which 
he  asks,  I  bind  myself,  as  it  were,  in  the  eye  of  the  world 
once  more — and  it  will  be  for  the  third  time — to  interfere 
in  his  afllairs,  and  place  them  on  such  a  footing  as  may 
afford  him  the  means  of  re-establishing  his  fallen  cimae- 
qucnce,  and  repairing  his  numerous  errors." 

"  And  wherefore  not,  my  lord  f "  said  the  generous 

Eveline.     '^  If  he  has  been  ruined  only  tlirough  foUiea, 

he*  is  now  of  an  age  when  these  are  no  longer  tempdi^ 

snares  ;  and  if  his  heart  and  WuA  Vie  ^qq4^\v^  Toav)  yii 

te  aa  bouowT  to  the  House  ot  I>e  \j»ri  .^^ 
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i  Constable  shook  his  head.  "  He  hath  indeed,'' 
1,  **  a  heart  and  hand  fit  for  service,  God  knoweth,, 
er  in  good  or  enl.  But  never  shall  it  be  said  that 
ay  fair  Eveline,  made  request  of  Hugh  de  Lacy, 
he  was  not  to  his  uttermost  willing  to  comply 
Randal  shall  attend  at  our  jiaitgaUlet  ; — there 
ied  the  more  cause  for  his  attendance,  as  I  some- 
ear  we  may  lack  tliat  of  our  valued  nephew  Dami- 
K»e  malady  rather  increases  than  declines,  and,  as 
,  with  strange  symptoms  of  unwonted  disturbance 
id  and  starts  of  temper,  to  which  the  youth  hath 
therto  been  subject*'' 


CHAPTER  XVU. 

Ring^  out  the  merry  belb,  tke  bride  approacbct. 
The  Uufth  upon  her  cheek  bath  sliamed  the  vanrma^, 
For  that  U  dawning  palely.    Grant,  gtxx)  saints. 
These  cloudB  betoken  nought  of  evil  omen. 

Old  Play. 

s  day  of  \i\e  Jiang ailles,  or  espoiisnls,  was  now  ap« 
ling  ;  and  it  seems  that  neither  the  profession  of 
»bess,  nor  her  practice  at  least,  were  so  rigid  as  to 
t  her  selecting  the  great  parlour  of  tlie  convent  for 
oly  rite,  aldiough  necessarily  introducing  many 
;uests  within  tliose  vestal  precincts,  and  notwith- 
ig  that  the  rite  itself  was  the  preliminary  to  a  state 
the  inmates  of  the  cloister  had  renounced  fordver. 
bbess's  Norman  pride  of  birth,  and  the  real  inter- 
ich  she  took  in  her  niece's  advancement,  over- 
all scruples  ;  and  the  venerable  modier  might  be 
n  unwonted  bustle,  now  giving  orders  to  the  gar- 
Tor  decking  the  apartment  with  flowers — ^ivow  VoVvet 
ff^  her precentrix,  and  the  lay-sisters  oi  x\v^  V\\c\\^ 
uv/mr/ng  a  splendid  banquet,  nunf^ing  Viet  cx^ta- 
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mands  on  these  worldly  subjects  with  an  occasional  t 
ulation  on  their  vanity  and  worthlessness,  an3  eveiy 
and  tiien  converting  tlie  busy  and  anxious  looks  whicb 
tlirew  upon  her  preparations  into  a  solemn  turning  upi 
of  eyes  and  folding  of  hands,  as  one  who  sighed  i 
the  mere  earthly  pomp  which  she  took  such  trouble  fa 
perintending.  At  another  time  the  good  lady  might  1 
been  seen  in  close  consultation  with  Fatlier  Aldrai 
upon  the  ceremonial,  civil  and  religious,  which  was  Ifl 
company  a  solemnity  of  such  consequence  to  her  fan 
Aleanwhile  the  reins  of  discipline,  althoogh  rela 
for  a  season,  were  not  entirely  thrown  loose.  ' 
outer  court  of  the  convent  was  indeed  for  the  time  0| 
ed  for  the  reception  of  the  male  sex  ;  but  tlie  youi 
sisters  and  novices  of  the  house  being  carefully  sechi 
in  the  more  inner  apartments  of  the  extensive  build 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  a  grim  old  nun,  or,  as 
conventual  rule  designed  her,  an  ancient,  sad,  and  vi 
ous  person,  termed  Mistress  of  the  Novices,  were 
permitted  to  pollute  their  eyes  by  looking  on  wa^ 
plumes  and  rustling  mantles.  A  few  sisters,  indeed 
the  Abbess's  own  standing,  were  left  at  liberty,  In 
such  goods  as  it  was  thought  could  not,  in  sfaopm 
phrase,  take  harm  from  the  air,  and  which  arc  therei 
left  lyinir  loose  on  the  counter.  These  antiquated  daj 
wen!  mumping  about  with  much  affected  indifierei 
and  a  great  deal  of  real  curiosity,  endeavouring  indin 
ly  to  get  information  concerning  names,  and  drcf  ses, 
decorations,  without  daring  to  show  such  interest  in  tb 
vanities  as  actual  questions  on  tlie  subject  might  h 
implied. 

A  stout  band  of  the  Constable's  spearmen  guarded 
gate  of  the  nunnery,  admitting  witlnn  the  hallowed  p 
cinct  the  few  only  u  ho  were  to  be  present  at  the  solemai 
with  their  principal  attendants ;  and  while  the  fon 
were  ushered  witii  all  due  ceremony  into  the  apaniiM 
dressed  out  for  the  occasion,  the  attendants,  althoc 
detained  in  the  outer  court,  were  Wbet^W'}  ^t&^^lted'n 
reHpeshments  of  the  most  su\isxw\vBi  VXtA  \  ^sA^Vaift 


^  in  ■  new  cuaock  or  green  velvet,  she  gra- 
■nd  comely,  in  t  kittle  of  yellow  silk,  fringed  with 
ur,  ind  that  at  no  mean  cost,  were  equally  busied 
loMing  the  gay  spectacle.  The  most  inveterate 
lare  tlicir  occasional  terms  of  truce  ;  llie  most  bit- 
d  hoisterous  weather  its  iioiirs  of  warmth  and  of 
ess ;  and  so  was  it  wIiJi  tlie  matrimonial  horizon  of 
miable  pair,  wbich,  usually  cloudy,  had  now  for 
space  cleared  up.  The  splendour  of  tlieir  new 
:1,  the  mirth  of  the  spectacle  around  them,  with  the  ■ 
erhaps,  of  a  bowl  of  muscadine  quaffed  by  Raoul, 
cup  of  hippocras  sipped  by  his  wife,  had  rendered 
rather  more  agreeable  in  each  other's  eyes  tlian 
leir  wont ;  good  cheer  being  in  such  cases  as  oil  is 
isty  lock,  the  means  of  making  those  valves  move 
hly  and  glibly,  which  otherwise  work  not  together 
or  by  shrieks  and  groans  express  their  reluctance 
re  in  union.  The  pair  bad  stuck  themselves  into 
,  of  niche,  three  or  four  steps  from  the  grotmd, 
eoniained  a  small  stone  bench,  whence  their  curi- 
fes  could  scrutinize  with  advantage  every  guest 
otered  the  court. 
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will  sometimes  even  condescend  to  dress  a  dish  for  her 
husband's  sole  eating,  she  now  tiiougbt  proper  to  practise 
her  powers  of  pleasing  on  old  Raoui,Ta;rly  conquering, 
ill  her  successful  sallies  of  mirtli  and  satire,  qot  only  his 
cynical  temperament  towards  all  human  kind,  but  his 

Eeculiar  and  special  disposition  to  be  testy  with  his  spouse, 
[er  jokes,  such  as  they  were,  and  the  coquetry  with 
which  tliey  were  enforced,  had  such  an  effect  on  this 
Timon  of  the  woods,  that  he  curled  up  his  cynical  nose, 
displayed  his  few  straggling  teeth  like  a  cur  about  to  bite, 
broke  out  into  a  barking  laugh,  which  was  more  like  the 
cry  of  one  of  his  own  hounds — stopped  short  in  the  ex- 
plosion, as  if  he  had  suddenly  recollected  that  it  was 
out  of  character  ;  yet,  ere  he  resumed  his  acrimoniooi 
gravity,  shot  such  a  glance  at  Gillian  as  made  his  nnl* 
-  cracker  jaws,  pinched  eyes,  and  convolved  nose,  bear 
DO  small  resemblance  to  one  of  those  fantastic  faces  which 
decorate  the  upper  end  of  old  bass-viols. 

"  Is  not  this  better  than  laying  your  dog-leash  on  your 
loving  wife,  as  if  she  were  a  brach  of  the  kennel  ?"  said 
August  to  January. 

''  In  troth  is  it,"  answered  January,  in  a  frost-bitten 
tone  ; — *^  and  so  it  is  also  better  than  doing  the  brach- 
tricks  which  bring  the  leash  into  exercise.''  . 

'^  Humph  !"  said  Gillian,  in  the  tone  of  one  who 
thought  her  husband's  proposition  might  bear  being  dis- 
puted ;  but  instantly  changing  the  note  to  that  of  tender 
complaint,  "  Ah  !  Raoul,"  she  said,  '^  do  you  not  re- 
member how  you  once  beat  me  because  our  late  lord^^- 
Our  Lady  assoil  him  ! — took  my  crimson  breast-knot  Cor 
a  peony  rose  ?" 

'^  Ay,  ay,"  said  the  huntsman  ;  ''  I  remember  our  old 
master  would  make  such  mistakes — Our  Lady  assoilzie 
him  !  as  you  say — The  best  hound  will  hunt  counter.** 

'^  And  how  could  you  think,  dearest  Kaoul,  to  let  the 
wile  of  thy  bosom  go  so  long  witliout  a  new  kirtle  .^"  said 
his  helpmate. 

'^  \Shyj  (Jiou  hast  got  one  (torn  our  young  lady  that 
*oight  serve  a  countess,"  said  R^o\3\,V^&^:xnyi:5»L^'^^a:t«L 
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by  her  toacliiiig  this  chord — "  how  many  kirtlcs  would'st 
thou  have  f '* 

^  Only  two,  kind  Raoiil  ;  just  that  folk  may  not  count 
their  children's  age  by  the  date  of  Dame  Gillian's  last 
new  s^own." 

**  Well,  well — it  is  hard  that  a  man  cannot  bo  in  good 
liumour  once  and  away  without  haiwy;  made  to  pay  for 
it.  Km  tliou  shalt  have  a  ni-w  kirlle  at  IMirliacimas, 
when  I  sell  the  bncksMiides  for  tiic  seasson.  The  very 
aotlers  should  brin*j:  a  good  penny  tins  year." 

**  Ay,  ay,"  said  Gillian  ;  "  I  ever  tell  tiiee,  husband, 
the  horns  would  be  worth  tbe  hide  in  a  fair  mnrket." 

Raoul  turned  briskly  round  as  if  a  was{)  had  stung 
him,  and  there  is  no  guessing  what  his  reply  might  have 
been  to  this  seemingly  innocent  observation,  had  not  a 
gallant  horseman  at  that  iiiMant  entered  the  court,  and, 
ilismounting  like  thi*  others,  I'javi.'  his  iiorsi*  to  tlio  charge 
of  a  squire,  or  equerry,  whose  attire  blazed  with  em- 
broider v. 

"  liy  Saint  Hubert,  a  proper  liorsrMnan,  and  a  (hstrter 
(or  an  earl,"  said  Kaoul  ;  '^  and  my  l^ord  Constable's 
lireries  withal — ^}'et,  1  know  not  the  gallant." 

**  But  I  do,"  said  Gillian  ;  '^  it  is  llandal  De  Lacy, 
the  Constable's  kinsman,  and  as  good  a  man  as  ever  came 
of  the  name  !" 

"Oh  !  by  Saint  Hubert,  I  have  heard  of  him — men 
ny  he  is  a  reveller,  and  a  jangler,  and  a  waster  of  his 
goods." 

"  Men  lie  now  and  then,"  said  Gillian  dryly. 

"  And  women  also,"  replied  Uaoul  ; — "  why,  me- 
thinks  he  winked  on  tliee  just  now." 

"  That  right  eye  of  thine  saw  never  true  since  our 
pood  lord — Saint  Mary  rest  him  ! — flung  a  cup  of  wine 
in  thy  face,  for  pressing  over  boldly  into  his  withdraw- 
ing-roora." 

"  I  marvel,"  said  Raoul,  as  if  he  heard  her  not,  "  that 
joader  rufBer  comes  hitlier.     1  have  heard  lUdV.  l\v^  '\^ 
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suspected  to  have  attempted  the  Constable'a  lifi 
that  they  have  not  spoken  togedier  for  five  jears.'^ 

"  He  comes  on  my  young  lady's  invitation,  um 
I  know  full  well,"  said  Dame  Gillian  ;  *^  and  be : 
like  to  do  the  Constable  wrong  than  to  have  wn 
his  hand,  poor  gentleman,  as  indeed *he  has  had  ei 
of  tliat  already." 
/*  And  who  told  thee  so  ?"  said  Raoul  bitterly* 

*'  No  matter,  it  was  one  who  knew  all  about  if 
well,"  said  the  dame,  who  began  to  fear  that,  in  di 
ing  her  triumph  of  superior  information,  she  bad 
rather  over-communicative. 

'*  It  must  have  been  the  devil,  or  Randal  bin 
said  Kaoul,  "  for  no  other  mouth  is  lai-ge  enouj 
such  a  lie. — But  hark  ye,  Dame  Gillian,  who  is  b 
presses  forward  next,  like  a  man  that  scarce  sec 
he  goes  ?" 

"  Even  your  angel  of  grace,  my  young  Squire  1 
an,"  said  Dame  Gillian. 

"  It  is  impossible  !"  answered  Raoul — "  Call  m€ 
if  thou  wilt  ;  but  I  have  never  seen  man  so  ch 
in  a  few  weeks — and  his  attire  is  flung  on  him  so  ' 
as  if  he  wore  a  horse-cloth  round  him  instead  of  a 
tie — What  can  ail  the  youth  ? — he  has  made  a 
pause  at  the  door,  as  if  he  saw  something  on  the  thn 
that  debarred  his  entrance. — Saint  Hubert,  but  he 
as  if  he  were  elf-stricken  !" 

"  You  ever  thought  him  such  a  treasure  !"  said  G: 
"  and  now  look  at  him  as  he  stands  by  the  side 
real  gentleman,  how  he  stares  and  trembles  as 
were  distraught." 

"  I  will  speak  to  him,"  said  Raoul,  forgettin 
lameness,  and  springing  from  his  elevated  station 
will  speak  to  him  ;  and,  if  he  be  unwell,  I  have  m; 
cets  and  fleams  to  bleed  man  as  well  as  brute." 

"  And  a  fit  physician  for  such  a  patient,"  mul 

Gillian, — "  a  dog-leech   for  a  dreamy   madman, 

*  neither  knows  his  own  d'ls^^ise  ivoi  >\\^  "^vj  v^^ns 


THE   BKTBOrnED*  1{>S 

Meannrhile  the  old  huntsman  made  his  way  towards 
the  entrance,  before  which  Damian  remained  standing, 
in  apparent  uncertainty  whether  lie  should  enter  or  not, 
regardless  of  the  crowd  around,  and  at  the  same  time 
tltracting  their  attention  by  tlie  singularity  of  his  de- 
portment. 

Raoul  had  a  private  regard  for  Damian  ;  for  which, 
perhaps,  it  was  a  chief  reason,  that  of  late  his  wife  had 
been  in  tlie  habit  of  speaking  of  him  in  a  tone  more  dis- 
respectful tlian  she  usually  applied  to  handsome  young 
men.  Besides,  he  understood  ti)e  youth  was  a  second 
Sir  Trisircm  in  sylvan  sports  by  wood  and  river,  and 
there  needed  no  more  to  fetter  KaouFs  soul  to  him  with 
bands  of  steel.  He  saw  with  great  concern  his  conduct 
attract  general  notice,  mixed  with  some  ridicule. 

"  He  stands,"  said  the  town-jester,  who  had  crowded 
into  the  gay  throng,  "  before  tlio  gate,  like  Balaanrs  ass 
10  the  IVIystery,  wlien  the  animal  sees  so  much  more  than 
can  be  seen  by  any  one  else." 

A  cut  from  Raoul's  ready  leash  rewarded  the  felicity 
of  this  application,  and  sent  ihe  fool  howling  off  to  seek 
tmore  favourable  audience  for  his  pleasantry.  At  the 
same  time  Raoul  pressed  up  to  Damian,  and  with  an 
earnestness  very  dificrent  from  his  usual  dry  causticity 
of  manner,  begged  him  for  God's  sake  not  to  make  him- 
lelf  the  general  spectacle,  by  standing  there  as  if  die  devil 
lat  on  the  door -way,  but  either  to  enter,  or,. what  might 
be  as  becoming,  to  retire,  and  malvo  himself  more  fit  in 
apparel  for  attending  on  a  solemnity  so  nearly  concern- 
ing his  house. 

"  And  what  ails  my  apparel,  old  man  ?"  said  Da- 
mian, turning  sternly  on  the  hunu^man,  as  one  who  has 
been  hastily  and  uncivilly  roused  from  a  reverie. 

"  Only,  with  respect  to  your  valour,"  answered  the 
huntsman,  "  men  do  not  usually  put  old  mantles  over 
new  doublets ;  and  methinks,  with  submission,  that  of 
yours  neither  accords  with  your  dress,  nor  is  fitted  for 
this  och)e  presence,  '^ 


these  wild  niid  dangerous  words  !  they  miy  bebei 
other  ears  than  mine,  and  construed  by  worse  iDli 
ters.  There  may  be  here  those  who  will  pret( 
track  inischior  from  liglit  words,  as  I  would  find  a 
from  his  frayings.  Your  cheek  is  pale,  my  lord, 
eye  is  blood-shot;  for  Heaven's  sake  retire  !" 

^'  I  will  not  retire,"  said  Damian,  with  yet  mor 
temj)eratiiru  of  manner,  '^  till  1  have  seen  the  Lady 
line." 

"  For  the  sake  of  all  the  saints,"  ejaculated  I 
"  not  now  ! — ^You  will  do  my  lady  incredible  inju 
forcing  yourself  into  her  presence  in  tliis  condition 

''  Do  you  think  so  f"  said  Damian,  the  remark; 
hig  to  openite  as  a  sedative  which  enabled  liim  in 
lect  his  scattered  thoughts — "  Do  you  really  tliio 
— 1  thought  that  to  have  looked  uj)on  her  once  lu 
but  no — ^you  arc  in  the  right,  old  man." 

He  turned  from  tlie  door  as  if  to  withdraw,  but  i 
could  accomplish  his  purpose,  he  turned  yet  mon 
than  before,  staggered,  and  fell  on  the  pavemei 
Uaoul  could  aflford  him  his  support,  useless  as  that 
have  proved.  Those  who  raised  him  were  surpri 
observe  that  his  garments  were  soiled  with  hlom 
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bandage  or  ligature,  knit  by  these  fingers,  should  have 
started,  but  to  avenge  the  neglect  of  the  precepts  of  art." 

**  What  means  this  prate  ?"  said  the  voice  of  the  Con* 
stable,  before  which  all  otliers  were  silent.  He  had 
been  summoned  forth  just  as  the  rite  of  espousal  or 
betrothing  was  concluded,  on  the  confusion  occasioned 
bjr  Damiaii's  situation,  and  now  sternly  commanded  the 
physician  to  replace  the  bandages  whicli  had  slipped  from 
bis  nephew's  arm,  himself  assisting  in  the  task  of  support- 
ing the  patient,  with  the  anxious  and  deeply  agitated 
feelings  of  one  who  saw  a  near  and  jnstly  valued  relative 
—as  yet,  tlie  heir  of  his  fame  and  family — stretched 
before  him  in  a  condition  so  dangerous. 

But  the  griefs  of  the  powerful  and  the  fortunate  arc 
often  mingled  with  the  impatience  of  interrupted  pros- 
perity. "  What  means  this  ?"  he  demanded  sternly  of 
die  leech.  "  I  sent  you  this  morning  to  attend  my  neph- 
ew on  the  first  tidings  of  his  illness,  and  commanded  that 
he  should  make  no  attempt  to  be  present  on  this  day's 
solemnity,  yet  I  find  him  in  this  state,  and  in  this  place." 

"  So  please  your  lordship,"  replit'd  the  leech,  with  a 
conscious  self-importance,  whicli  even  the  presence  of  the 
Constable  could  not  subdue — "  Cnratio  est  canonica  non 
coacta  ;  which  signifieth,  my  lord,  that  the  physician 
acteth  his  cure  by  rules  of  art  and  science — by  advice 
and  prescription,  biit  not  by  force  or  violence  upon  the 
patient,  who  cannot  be  at  all  benefited  imless  he  be  vol- 
untarily amenable  to  the  orders  of  his  medicum." 

"  Tell  me  not  of  your  jargon,"  said  De  Lacy  ;  "  if 
my  nephew  was  light-headed  enough  to  attempt  to  come 
hither  in  the  heat  of  a  delirious  distemper,  you  should 
have  had  sense  to  (irevcnt  him,  had  it  been  by  actual 
force." 

"  It  may  be,"  said  Randal  de  Lacy,  joining  the  crowd, 
who,  forgetting  the  cause  which  had  brought  them  togeth- 
er, were  now  assembled  about  Damian,  "  that  more  pow- 
erjful  was  the  magnet  which  drew  our  kinsman  h\lhe\^vV\^tv 
Mughtthe  leech  could  do  to  withhold  him.'' 
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The  Constable,  still  busied  about  his  nephew,  k)oked 
up  as  Randal  spoke,  and  wlien  he  was  done,  asked,  with 
formal  coldness  of  manner,  ^'  Ua,  fair  kinsman,  of  what 
magnet  do  you  speak  f " 

^^  Surely  of  your  nephew's  love  and  regard  to  your 
lordship,"  answered  Randal,  "  which,  not  to  mentkn 
his  respect  for  the  Lady  Eveline,  must  have  compelled 
him  hither,  if  his  limbs  were  able  to  bear  him. — ^And 
here  the  bride  comes,  I  tliink,  in  charity,  to  thank  hiin 
for  his  zeal." 

^^  What  unhappy  case  is  tiiis  ?"  said  the  Lady  Eve- 
line, pressing  forward,  much  disordered  with  the  intelli- 
gonce  of  Damian's  danger,  which  had  been  suddenly 
conveyed  to  her.  ''  Is  there  nothing  in  which  my  poor 
service  may  avail  ?" 

'^  Nothing,  lady,"  said  the  Constable,  rising  from  b»* 
side  his  nephew,  and  taking  iicr  hand ;  "  your  kindness 
is  here  mistimed.  This  motley  assembly,  this  unseem- 
ing  cunCusion,  become  not  your  presence." 

'^  Unless  it  could  be  helpful,  my  lord,"  said  Eveline, 
eagerly.  "It  is  your  nephew  who  is  in  danger-^my 
deliverer — one  of  my  deliverers,  I  would  say." 

"  He  is  (itiy  attended  by  his  chirurgeon,"  said  tlia 
Constable,  leading  back  his  reluctant  bride  into  the  con- 
vent, while  the  medical  attendant  triunlphantly  exclauned, 

"  Well  jndgeth  my  Lord  Constable,  to  withdraw  hii 
noble  lady  from  the  host  of  petticoated  empirics,  who, 
like  so  many  Amazons,  break  in  upon  and  derange  the 
regular  course  of  physical  practice,  witli  their  petulant 
prognostics,  their  rash  recipes,  their  mithridate,  their 
febrifuges,  their  amulets,  and  tlieir  charms.  Well  speak- 
etli  the  Ethnic  poet, 

'  Nun  audet,  nisi  quee  dldicit,  dare  quod  medicomin  eat ; 
Promittuut  mcdici — tractaiit  fiibrilia  fabri.'  " 

As  he  repeated  these  lines  with  much  emphasis,  the 

doctor  permitted  his  patient's  arm  to  drop  from  his  hand, 

ihat  he  /night  aid  the  cadence  with  a  flourish  of  hii 

own.      "  There,"  said  lie  to  xV\e  %^tc\axari  **  vi  what 
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none  of  yoa  understand — no,  by  Saint  Luke,  nor  the 
Constable  himself." 

'*  But  he  knows  how  to  whip  in  a  hound  that  babbles 
when  he  should  be  busy,"  said  Raoul  ;  and,  silenced 
by  tliis  hint,  the  chirurgeon  betook  himself  to  his  pro- 
per duty  of  superintending  the  removal  of  young  Dami- 
an  to  an  apartment  in  the  neighbouring  street,  where  the 
symptoms  of  his  disorder  seemed  rather  to  increase  than 
diminish,  and  speedily  required  all  the  skill  and  attention 
which  the  leech  could  bestow. 

The  subscription  of  the  contract  of  marriage  had,  as 
already  noticed,  been  just  concluded,  when  the  company 
assembled  on  the  occasion  were  interrupted  by  the  news 
of  Damian's  illness.  When  the  Constable  led  his  bride 
from  the  court-yard  into  the  apartment  where  the  com- 
pany was  assembled,  tliere  was  discomposure  and  uneasi- 
ness on  the  countenance  of  both  ;  and  it  was  not  a  little 
increased  by  the  bride  pulling  her  hand  hastily  from  the 
hold  of  the  bridegroom,  on  observing  tliat  the  latter  was 
stained  with  recent  blood,  and  had  in  trutli  left  the  same 
stamp  upon  her  own.  With  a  faint  exclamation  she 
showed  the  marks  to  Rose,  saying,  at  the  same  time, 
**  What  bodes  this  ? — Is  this  the  revenge  of  tlic  Bloody- 
finger  already  commencing  ?" 

"  It  bodes  nothing,  my  dearest  lady,"  said  Rose — 
*^  it  is  our  own  fears  that  are  prophets,  not  those  trifles 
which  we  take  for  augury.  For  God's  sake,  speak  to 
my  lord  !     He  is  surprised  at  your  agitation." 

*^  Let  him  ask  me  the  cause  himself,"  said  Eveline  ; 
'*  fitter  it  should  be  told  at  his  bidding,  than  be  offered  by 
me  unasked." 

The  Constable,  while  his  bride  stood  thus  conversing 
with  her  maiden,  had  also  observed,  tliat  in  his  anxiety  to 
assist  his  nephew,  he  had  transferred  part  of  his  blood 
from  his  own  hands  to  Eveline's  dress.  He  came  for- 
ward to  apologize  for  what  at  such  a  moment  seemed  al- 
most ominous.  "  Fair  lady,"  said  he,  "  the  blood  of  a 
true  De  Lacy  can  never  bode  aught  but  peace  atvdiW^ 
pittes8-to  jrou,^ 
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flowed  for  protectbg  the  distressed,  and  so  htdy : 
own  reKef." 

**  It  is  well  spoken,  little  one,"  answered  tha 

stable ;  ''  and  the  Lady  Eveline  is  happy  in  a  i 
who  so  well  knows  how  to  speak  when  it  is  her  owi 
sure  to  be  silent. — Come,  lady,"  he  added,  ^* 
hope  this  mishap  of  my  kinsman  is  but  like  a  S8 
to  fortune,  which  permits  not  the  brightest  hour  t 
without  some  intcr\*ening  shadow.  Damian,  I  tru 
L-MB  speedily  recover ;  and  be  we  mindful  that  the 

%  \^\  drops  wliich  alarm  you  have  been  drawn  by  a  fi 

steel,  and  are  symptoms  rather  of  recovery  than 
ness. — Come,  dearest  lady,  your  silence  discourag 
friends,  and  wakes  in  them  doubts  whether  we  be  a 
in  the  welcome  due  to  them.     I^ct  me  be  your  S4 

\  he  said, and  taking  a  silver  ewer  and  napkin  from  the 

(  ing  cupboarb,  which  was  loaded  with  plate,  he  pre 

\-        .  them  on  his  knee  to  his  bride. 

Exerting  herself  to  shake  off  the  alarm  into  whi 
had  been  thrown  by  some  supposed  coincidence 
present  accident  with  the  apparition  at  Baldrin 
^  Eveline,  entering  into  her  betrothed  husband's  hi 
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Court,  whose  official  dress  Iiad  procured  him  unobstruct- 
ed entrance  into  the  precincts  of  the  abbey. 

"  Deus  vobucum^^^  said  (he  paritor  ;  '^  1  would  know 
which  of  tliis  fair  company  is  the  Constable  of  Chester  ?" 

"  I  am  he,"  answered  the  elder  De  Lacy ;  "  but  if 
thy  business  be  not  (he  more  hasty,  I  cannot  now  speak 
with  thee — I  am  bound  on  matters  of  life  and  death." 

"  I  take  all  Christian  people  to  witness  tiiat  1  have 
discharged  my  duty,"  said  the  paritor,  ])ntting  into  the 
band  of  tlie  Constable  a  slip  of  parchment. 

'*  How  is  this,  felbw  f "  said  the  Constable  in  great 
indignation — "  for  whom  or  what  does  your  master  the 
Archbishop  take  me,  that  he  deals  with  me  in  this  un- 
courteous  fashion,  citing  me  to  compear  before  him  more 
Eke  a  deUnquent  than  a  friend  or  a  nobleimm  f " 

"  My  gracious  lord,"  answered  tiie  paritor  hanchtily, 
"  is  accountable  to  no  one  but  our  Holy  Father  the  Pope 
for  the  exercise  of  the  power  which  is  intrusted  to  him 
by  tlie  canons  of  the  Church.  Your  lordship's  answer 
ti>  my  citation  r" 

"  Is  the  Archbishop  present  in  tliis  city  ?"  said  the 
Constable,  after  a  mogient's  reflection — "  I  knew  not  of 
liis  purpose  to  travel  hither,  still  less  of  his  purpose  to 
exercise  authority  within  these  bounds." 

"  My  gracious  lord  the  Archbishop,"  said  the  paritor, 
"  is  but  now  arrived  in  this  city,  of  which  he  is  metro- 
politan ;  and,  besides,  by  his  apostolical  commission,  a 
legate  a  latere  hath  plenary  jurisdiction  throuii;hout  all 
England,  as  those  may  find  (whatsoever  be  their  degree) 
who  may  dare  to  disobey  his  sunnnons." 

"  Hark  thee,  fellow,"  said  the  Constable,  regarding 
the  paritor  with  a  grim  and  angry  countenance  ;  "  were 
it  not  for  certain  respects  which  I  promise  thee  thy  tawny 
hood  hath  little  to  do  with,  thou  wert  better  have  swallow- 
ed tliy  citation,  seal  and  all,  than  delivered  it  to  me  with 
tlie  addition  of  such  saucy  terms.  Go  hence,  and  tell 
your  master  I  will  see  him  witliin  the  space  of  an  hour^ 
durini^  which  time  I  am  delayed  by  the  necessWy  ol  ^\r 
teadiag  a  sick  relation*  '^  * 
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Even  the  attempt  of  that  wise  and  courageous  m 
to  make  a  stand  for  the  independence  of  his  thi 
the  memorable  case  of  Tliomas  a  Becket,  had  8 
unhappy  issue,  that,  like  a  siij)pressed  rebellion, 
found  to  add  new  strength  to  ths*  domination 
church.  Since  the  submission  of  die  king  in  tl 
fated  struggle,  the  voice  of  Koine  had  double  p 
whenever  it  was  heard,  and  the  boldest  peers  ol 
land  held  it  more  wise  to  submit  to  her  imperioi 
tates,  tlian  to  provoke  a  spiritual  censure  which 
many  secular  consequences.  Hence  the  slight  and 
ful  manner  in  which  the  Constable  was  treated 
prelate  Baldwin  struck  a  chill  of  astonishment  in 
assembly  of  friends  whom  he  had  collected  to  i 
his  espousals  ;  and  as  he  glanced  his  haughty  eye  a 
he  saw  that  many  who  would  hav^  stood  by  him  tl 
life  and  death  in  any  other  quarrel,  had  it  even  bee 
his  sovereign,  were  turning  pale  at  the  very  thoug 
collision  with  the  Church.  Embarrassed,  and  at  tlii 
time  incensed  at  their  timidity,  the  Constable  has 
dismiss  them,  with  the  general  assurance  that  all 
be  well — ^that  his  nephew's  indisposition  was  a 
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I  send  the  meanest  horseboy  in  my  troop  to  ask  an  audi- 
ence of  him.'' 

So  he  spoke — ^but  there  was  something  in  his  coun- 
tenance which  contradicted  his  words ;  and  his  friends 
aad  relations  retired  from  the  splendid  and  joyful  cere* 
mony  of  his  espousals  as  from  a  fimeral  feast,  with  anx- 
ious thoughts  and  with  downcast  eyes. 

Randal  was  the  only  person,  who,  having  attentively 
watched  the  whole  progress  of  the  affair  during  the  even- 
bg,  ventured  to  approach  his  cousin  as  he  left  tlie  house, 
and  asked  him,  ^'  in  the  name  of  tlieir  re-united  friend- 
ship, whether  he  had  nothing  to  command  him  f "  assur- 
ing him,  with  a  look  more  expressive  tlian  his  words,  that 
he  would  not  find  him  cold  in  his  service. 

"  I  have  nought  whicli  can  exercise  your  zeal,  fair 
cousin,"  replied  the  Constable,  with  the  air  of  one  who 
partly  questioned  the  speaker's  sincerity  ;  and  the  part- 
ing reverence  with  which  he  accompanied  liis  words,  left 
Randal  no  pretext  for  continuing  his  attendance,  as  he 
seemed  to  have  designed. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Oh,  were  I  scatpd  high  as  my  ambition, 
l\\  place  this  naked  foot  on  necks  of  monarchs ! 

MusieriouM  MoOur. 

The  most  anxious  and  unhappy  moment  of  Hup;o  do 
Lacy's  life,  wasunqucstionnhly  tliatin  which,  by  espous- 
ing Eveline  with  all  civil  and  rcliirious  solemnity,  he 
seemed  to  approach  to  what  for  some  time  he  had  con- 
sidered as  the  prime  object  of  his  wishes.  He  was  as- 
sured of  the  early  possession  of  a  beautiful  and  amiable 
wife,  endowed  with  such  advantage  of  v/orUUy  ^ooA^^  i^.s 
pBtiBed  his  ambition  as  well  as  his  aPRicUows — -X^V, 
#rcw  la  Ms  fortunate  moment,   the    hovizou   AvuVw^iWi^ 
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around  liim,  in  a  manner  which  presaged  nought  but 
storm  and  calamity.  At  his  nephew's  lodging  be  learn- 
ed that  tlie  pulse  of  tlie  patient  had  risen,  and  his  defirium 
had  augmented,  and  all  around  him  spoke  verjr  doubt- 
fuUy  of  his  chance  of  recovery,  or  surviving  a  crisis 
wliich  seemed  speedily  approaching.  Tlie  ConstaUe 
stole  towards  tlic  door  of  die  apartment  which  his  feel- 
ings permitted  him  not  to  enter,  and  listened  lo  the 
raving  which  die  fever  gave  rise  to.  Nothing  can  be 
more  melancholy  than  to  hear  the  mind  at  work  concent 
ing  its  ordinary  occupations,  when  the  body  is  stretched 
in  pain  and  danger  upon  the  couch  of  severe  sickness  ; 
the  contrast  betwixt  tlie  ordinary  state  of  health,  its  joys 
or  its  labours,  renders  doubly  afiecUng  the  actual  help- 
lessness of  tlie  patient  before  whom  these  visions  are 
rising,  and  we  feci  a  corresponding  degree  of  compas- 
sion for  the  sufferer  whose  tlioughts  are  wandering  so  for 
from  his  real  condition. 

The  Constable  felt  this  acutely  as  he  heard  his  nephew 
sLout  the  war-cry  of  tlie  family  repeatedly,  appearing, 
by  the  words  of  command  and  direction  w^hich  he  utter- 
ed from  time  to  time,  to  be  actively  engaged  in  leading 
his  men-at-arms  against  the  Welch.  At  another  time 
he  muttered  various  terms  of  the  manege,  of  falconry, 
and  of  the  chase — he  mentioned  his  uncle's  name  repeat- 
edly on  these  occasions,  as  if  the  idea  of  his  kinsman 
had  been  connected  alike  with  his  martial  encounters, 
and  \\ith  his  sports  by  wood  and  river.  Other  sounds 
there  were,  which  lie  muttered  so  low  as  to  be  altogeth^ 
cr  unilistinir;uishable. 

Willi  a  heart  even  still  more  softened  towards  his 
kinsinuii's  siiirerin[i;s  from  hearing  the  points  on  w^iich  his 
mind  wandered,  the  Constable  twice  applied  his  hand 
to  the  latch  of  the  door,  in  order  to  enter  tlie  bed-room, 
and  twice  forbore,  his  eyes  running  faster  with  tears  than 
he  chose  should  be  witnessed  by  the  attendants.  At 
length,  relinquishing  his  pur))ose,  he  hastily  left  tlie  house, 
mounted  his  horse,  and,  followed  only  by  four  of  lus  per- 
sonal  aitendauiSj  rode  towards  \i\u  i^d^c^  ^l  ^^  ViViha^ 


SOS 

re,  as  ho  learned  from  public  mmour,  the  Arch- 
ate  Baldwio  baditaken  up  his  tcmporaiy  residence. 
^he  trsin  of  riders  and  of  led  horses,  of  sumpter 
et,  and  of  menials  and  attendants,  lioih  lay  and  ec- 
iaadcal,  which  tlu^ngcd  around  tlie  gate  of  the  Epis- 
al  mansion,  together  with  the  gaping  crowd  of  in- 
itanls  who  had  gathered  around,  some  to  gaze  upoo 
■plcndid  show,  some  to  have  the  chance  of  receiving 
benediction  of  tlie  Holy  Prelate,  was  so  great  as  to 
lede  the  Constable's  approach  to  the  palace-door; 
I  when  this  obstacle  was  surmoiinlcd,  he  found  anolh- 
in  tlic  obstinncy  of  tlie  Archbishop's  attendants,  who 
mitted  liim  not,  ihoiigh  announced  by  name  and  title, 
trosa  the  threshold  of  the  mansion,  until  they  should 
eive  tbe  express  command  of  their  master  to  that  cfTect. 
The  Constable  felt  the  fidl  effect  of  this  slighting  rc- 
4ion.  He  had  ('isniounleil  from  his  horse  iu  full  con- 
nee  of  being-  instantly  admitted  into  the  paliice  at 
A,  if  not  into  the  Prelate's  jwesence  ;  and  as  he  now 
)d  on  foot  among  the  squires,  grooms,  and  horse-boys 
the  spiritual  lord,  he  was  so  nuirli  disgusted,  thai 
first  impulse  was  to  rc-mounl  his  horse,  and  return 
lis  pavilion,  piichcil  for  the  time  before  the  city  walls, 
ring  it  to  (he  Bishop  to  seek  him  there  if  he  really 
ired  an  interview.  Hut  the  necessity  of  conciliation 
lOst  immediately  ru.sbcd  on  bis  mind,  nnd  subdued  the 
I  hangbty  impulse  of  bis  offended  pride.  "  If  our 
e  Kiny;,"  ho  said  to  himself,  *'  bnth  held  tlie  stirrup 
Jiic  Prelate  of  Canterbury  when  living,  and  siibntitted 
the  most  degrading  observances  before  his  shrine 
en  dead,  surely  1  need  not  be  mure  scrnpulons  to- 
ils his  priestly  successor  in  the  sniue  overgrown  au- 
riiy."  Anotlier  thought,  which  he  dared  hardly  to 
mowlcdge,  recommended  the  same  humble  and  sub- 
tsive  course.  He  could  not  but  feel  that,  in  endear- 
ing to  evade  his  vows  as  a  crusader,  be  was  incurring 
ne  Jusi  ceosiire  from  the  Church ;  and  he  via.a  n<A 
aiiag  to  Iitjpc,  thai  bis  present  cold  and  scoi\\W\  iw- 
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ception  on  Baldwin's  part,  migbt  be  meant  as  a  part  ol 
the  penance  which  his  conscience  iafonned  him  hii  con- 
duct was  about  to  receive. 

After  a  short  interval,  De  Lacy  waa  at  length  inrited 
to  enter  the  palace  of  the  ])isliop  of  Gloucester,  b 
which  he  was  to  meet  the  Primate  of  England ;  bn 
there  was  more  diau  one  brief  pause,  in  hall  andanto- 
room,  ere  he  at  lengtli  was  admitted  to  Baldwin's  jm 
once. 

Tho  successor  of  the  celebrated  Beckot  had  neitbei 
tlic  extensive  views,  nor  tlie  aspiring  spirnof  that  if 
doubted  personngc  ;  but,  on  llie  other  handysaint  si  ths 
latter  had  become,  it  may  be  questioned  windier,  in  hii 
professions  for  the  weal  of  Christendom,  far  was  hair  IB 
sincere  as  was  the  present  Archbishop.  Baldwin  wa^ 
in  truth,  a  man  well  qualified  to  defend  the  powers  which 
tlic  Church  bad  gained,  though  perhaps  of  a  chanctei 
too  sincere  anil  candid  to  be  active  in  extending  them. 
Tbc  advancement  of  the  crusade  was  tlie  cliief  bu>- 
ness  of  bis  life,  his  success  tbc  principal  cause  of  hit 
pride  ;  and,  if  the  sense  of  possessing  the  powers  of 
elotjnent  persuasion,  and  skill  to  bend  tlie  minds  of  men 
to  his  purpose,  was  blended  with  bis  religious  zeal,  still 
the  tenor  of  his  life,  and  afterwards  his  death  befora 
Piolemais,  showed  diat  the  liberation  of  the  Holy  Sep- 
ulchre from  the  inlidels  was  llie  imfeigned  object  of  sfl 
his  exertions.  Hu^o  de  Lacy  well  knew  tltis  ;  and  the 
dilTiculty  of  managing  such  a  temper  appeared  mucfa 
great<;r  to  him  on  the  eve  of  tlie  interview  in  which  die 
attempt  was  to  he  made,  than  he  had  suflcrcd  himself  to 
suppose  when  the  crisis  was  yet  distant. 

The  Pnihiiu,  u  man  of  a  luuidsome  and  stalely 'fonni 
widi  features  radn;r  loo  severe  to  be  pleasing,  received 
die  Constable  in  all  the  pomp  of  ecclesiastical  dignitj. 
He  wiis  seated  on  a  chair  of  oak,  richly  carved  with  Goth- 
ic ornaments,  and  placed  above  the  rest  of  the  floor  un- 
der 11  niche  of  the  same  workinnnsbip.  His  dress  was 
t/io  rkh  episcopal  robe,  QmaH\»iv\tedwithcoBtlyenibroid- 
cr}',  aiij  Jriiigud  around  tUc  vittV^\4  ^\tS« \ '"&  o^nwd 
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hsm  the  throat  and  in  the  middle,  and  showed  an  under 
vestment  of  embroidery,  betwixt  the  folds  o(  which,  a^ 
if  imperfectly  concealed,  peeped  tlie  close  shirt  of  hair- 
cloth which  the  Prelate  constantly  wore  under  all  his 
fompous  attire.  His  mitre  was  placed  beside  him  on 
m  oaken  table  of  the  same  workmanship  with  his  tlirone, 
gainst  which  also  rested  his  pastoral  staff,  representing 
I  shepherd's  crook  of  the  simplest  form,  yet  which 
kad  proved  more  powerful  and  fearful  than  lance  or 
idmitar,  when  wielded  by  the  hand  of  Thomas  a 
Becket. 

A  chaplain  in  a  white  surplice  kneeled  at  a  little  dis* 
Imce  before  a  desk,  and  read  forth  from  an  illuminated 
Rihune  some  portion  of  a  theological  treatise,  in  which 
Baldwin  appeared  so  deeply  interested,  tliat  he  did  not 
leem  to  notice  tlie  entrance  of  tlie  Constable,  who,  highly- 
lispleased  at  diis  additional  slight,  stood  on  tlic  floor  of 
ibe  hall,  undetermined  whether  to  interrupt  the  reader 
ind  address  the  Prelate  at  once,  or  to  withdraw  with- 
aat  saluting  him  at  all.  Ere  he  had  formed  a  resolution, 
the  chaplain  had  arrived  at  some  convenient  pause  in  tlie 
lecture,  where  tlie  Archbishop  stopt  him  with,  Satis  est^ 
m  filu 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  proud  secular  Baron  strove  to 
COQceal  the  embarrassment  with  which  he  approached 
the  Prelate,  whose  attitude  was  plainly  assumed  for  the 
purpose  of  impressing  him  with  awe  and  solicitude.  Ho 
tried,  indeed,  to  exhibit  a  demeanour  of  such  ease  as 
might  characterize  their  old  friendship,  or  at  least  of  such 
indifference  as  might  infer  the  j)osscssion  of  perfect 
tranquillity  ;  but  he  failed  in  both,  and  his  address 
expressed  mortified  pride,  mixed  with  no  ordinary  de- 
cree of  embarrassment.  The  genius  of  the  Catholic 
Church  was  on  such  occasions  sure  to  predominate  over 
the  haughtiest  of  the  laity. 

**  I  perceive,"  said  De  Lacy,  collecting  his  thoughts, 
ind  ashamed  to  find  he  had  difficulty  in  doing  so, — ''  I 
lerceive  that  an  old  friendship  is  here  dissolved,     '^l^- 
hiaksHugo  deLacy  might  have  expected  QliOthiei  Wi^V 


The  Prelate  at  the  same  time  signing  to  his  ckipli 
latter  arose-  to  withdraw,  and  received  permia 
the  phrase  "  Do  rcnicrm,"  retreated  reverentiall] 
out  either  turning  his  back  or  looking  upwards,  fa 
fixed  on  the  ground,  his  htuids  still  folded  in  hii 
and  crossed  over  his  bosom. 

When  this  mute  attendant  had  disappeared,  tl 
late's  brow  became  more  open,  yet  retained  a  darl 
of  grave  displeasure,  and  he  replied  to  the  add 
De  Lacy,  but  still  without    rising  from  his  seat. 
skills  not  now,  my  lord,  to  say  what  the  brave  Co 
of  Chester  has  been  to  the  poor  priest  Baldwin, 
what  love  and  pride  we  beheld  him  assume  the  he 
of  salvation,  and,  to  honour  Him  by  whom  he  has 
been  raised  to  honour,  vow  himself  to  the  deli^ 
of  tlie  Holy  Land.     If  I  still  see  tliat  noble  lord 
me,  in  tlie  same  holy  resolution,  let  me  know  th< 
truth,  and  I  will  lay  aside  rochet  and  mitre,  and  t 
horse  Uke  a  groom,  if  it  be  necessary  by  such 
8er\'ice  to  show  the  cordial  respect  I  bear  to  him. 

"  Reverend  father,"  answered  De  Lacy,  ^litli 
tion,  *^  I  had  hoped  that  the  pro]K>sitions     whici 
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r  can  I  think  my  services  have  merited  cold  looks  and 
Id  language  from  the  Primate  of  England." 
**  Do  you  upbraid  the  Church  widi  your  services,  vain 
an  ?**  said  Baldwin.  ^'  I  tell  dice,  Hugh  de  Lacy,  that 
liat  Heaven  hath  wrought  for  the  Church  by  tliy  hand, 
luld,  had  it  been  die  Divine  pleasure,  have  been 
liieved  with  as  much  ease  by  die  meanest  horseboy  in 
J  host.  It  is  thou  that  art  honoured,  in  being  tlie 
losen  instrument  by  which  great  things  have  been 
rought  in  Israel. — Nay,  interrupt  me  not — I  tell  thee, 
(oud  baron,  tliat,  in  die  sight  of  Heaven,  diy  wisdom  is 
nt  as  folly — ^diy  courage,  which  diou  dost  boast,  but  the 
nrardice  of  a  village  maiden — thy  strength  weakness — 
ijr  spear  an  osier,  and  thy  sword  a  bulrush." 
"All  this  I  know,  good  fadier,"  said  the  Constable, 
and  have  ever  heard  it  repeated  when  such  poor  scr- 
ees as  I  may  have  rendered  are  gone  and  past.  Marry, 
ben  there  was  need  for  my  helping  hand,  I  was  the  very 
km!  lord  of  priest  and  prelate,  and  one  who  should  be 
noured  and  prayed  for  with  patrons  and  founders  who 
Sep  in  the  choir  and  under  the  high  altar.  There  was 
» thought,  I  trow)  of  osier  or  of  bulrush,  when  I  have 
!en  prayed  to  couch  my  lance  or  draw  my  weapon  ;  it 
only  when  they  are  needless  that  they  and  dieir  owner 
c  undervalued.  Well,  my  reverend  father,  be  it  so— 
the  Church  can  cast  the  Saracens  from  the  Holy  Land 
''  grooms  and  horseboys,  wherefore  do  you  preach 
lights  and  nobles  from  the  homes  and  the  countries 
hich  they  are  bom  to  protect  and  defend  .^" 
The  Archbishop  looked  steadily  on  him  as  he  replied, 
Not  for  the  sake  of  their  fleshly  arm  do  we  disturb  your 
lights  and  barons  in  their  prosecution  of  barbarous  fes- 
nties  and  murderous  feuds,  which  you  call  enjoying 
leir  homes  and  protecting  their  domains — ^not  that  Om- 
ipotence  requires  their  arm  of  flesh  to  execute  the  great 
redestined  work  of  liberation, — but  for  tlie  weal  of  their 
unortal  souls."  These  last  words  he  pronouivcQd  vi'xvVi 
ftat  emphasis, 

18^      VOL.   i. 


■ 

i 

1 


1 


^  ^^^  Adiius,  and  our  lives." 
^J  "  Is  it  Hugo  dc  Lacy  speaks  t 

*  ^  bishop,  arising  from  his  seat,  and 

'*'  1  censure  witli  the  appearance  of  s. 

"  Is  it  lie  who  undcrpri'/os  the  rcn 
rirtue  of  a   Christian — the  advanc 
.  A  honour — the  more  incalculable  profn 

,~1  — Is  it  he   who  desires   a  solid  an 

1  pence  in  lands  or  treasure,  to  he  w 

less  powerful  neijchhours  at  home,  \\ 
and  religious  fuitli,  his  vow  as  a  kn. 
as  a  Christian,  call  him  to  a  more  doi 
gcrous  strife  ? — C*an  it  he  indeed  Hug' 
ror  of  the  Anglo-Norman  chivalr}',  w 
conceive  such  sentiments,  whose  word 
"  Flattery  and  fair  speech,  suitahlv 
and  reproaches,  my  lord,"  answered 
ouring  and  biting  his  lip,  ''  may  cai 
others ;  but  I  am  of  a  temper  too 
wheedled  or  goaded  into  measures  of 
bear,  therefore,  this  strain  of  affectci 
believe  me,  that   whether  he  goes 
abides  at  home,  thecharnr»to-  -''  " 
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gbipes  should  be  received  as  benefits.  You  think  of 
pajy  Sir  Constable,  and  of  guerdon,  as  if  you  still  stood 
in  the  market,  free  to  chaffer  on  the  terms  of  your  ser- 
vice. I  tell  you,  you  are  no  longer  your  own  master — 
you  are,  by  the  blessed  badge  you  have  voluntarily  as« 
sumed,  the  soldier  of  God  himself ;  nor  can  you  fly  from 
your  standard  unthout  such  infamy  as  even  coistrels  or 
grooms  arc  unwilling  to  incur." 

^*  You  deal  all  too  hardly  with  us,  my  lord,"  said  Hugo 
de  Lacy,  stopping  short  in  his  troubled  walk.  '*  You  of 
the  spirituality  make  us  laymen  the  pack-horses  of  your 
own  concerns,  and  climb  to  ambitious  heights  by  the 
help  of  our  overburdened  shoulders  ;  but  all  hath  its 
limits — Bccket  transgressed  it,  and " 

A  gloomy  and  expressive  look  corresponded  with  the 
tone  in  which  he  spoke  tliis  broken  sentence ;  and  the 
Prelate,  at  no  loss  to  comprehend  his  meaning,  replied, 
in  a  firm  and  determined  voice,  "  And  he  was  murdered  ! 
^-that  is  what  you  dare  to  liint  to  me, — even  to  me, 
the  successor  of  that  glorified  saint — as  a  motive  for 
complying  with  your  fickle  and  selfish  wish  to  withdraw 
your  hand  from  tlie  plough.  You  know  not  to  whom 
you  address  such  a  threat.  True,  Bccket,  from  a  saint 
militant  on  earth,  arrived,  by  the  bloody  path  of  mar- 
tyrdom, to  tlie  dignity  of  a  saint  in  heaven ;  and  no  less 
true  is  it,  tliat,  to  attain  a  seat  a  thousand  degrees  be- 
neath that  of  his  blessed  predecessor,  the  unworthy  Bald- 
win were  willing  to  submit,  under  Our  Lady's  protection, 
to  whatever  the  worst  of  wicked  men  can  inflict  on  his 
earthly  frame." 

**  There  needs  not  this  show  of  courage,  reverend 
Cither,"  said  De  Lacy,  recollecting  himself,  <'  where 
there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  danger.  I  pray  you,  let  us 
debate  this  matter  more  deliberately.  I  have  never 
meant  to  break  off  my  purpose  for  the  Holy  Land,  but 
only  to  postpone  it.  Methinks  the  offers  that  I  have 
made  ai«  fair,  and  ought  to  obtain  for  mc  what  has  been 
cranted  to  others  in  the  like  case — a  slight  de\ay  \tk  \)E\e 
umeof  my  departure,*' 
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"  A  slight  delay  on  Uie  part  of  surh  a  loader  as  yoi^ 
noble  Dc  Lacy,"  answered  the  Prelate,  "  were  a  dvatb*' 
blow  to  our  holy  and  moat  gallant  cnterprSzc.     To  mcaa* 
cr   men  we  inigbt  have  granted  the  privilege  of  mi 
ing  and  giving  in  marriage,  even  although  they  care 
for  the  sorrows  of  Jacob  ;  bnt  you,  ray  lord,  are   a  n 
prop  of  our  eiiierprize,  and,  being  withdrawn,  the  wh 
fabric  may  fall  lo  the  ground.    Who  in  England  wiU  dec! 
himself  obliged  to  press  forward,  when  Hugo  de  Li 
falls  back?     Tliink,  my  lord,  less  upon  your  pligbl 
bride,  and  more  on  your  plighted  word  ;  and  heheve  i 
that  a  union  can  ever  come  to  good,  which  shakes  yt 
purpose  towards  our  blessed  undertaking  for  the  boi 
of  Christendom." 

The  Constable  was  embarrassed  by  the  peninacltf 
of  the  Prelate,  and  began  to  give  way  to  his  argument^ 
thougli  most  rehictanlly,  and  only  because  the  habits  aati 
opinions  of  the  time  left  him  no  means  of  combating 
arguments  olhenvise  that  by  soUritation.      "  I  admits* 
he  sdd,  "  ray  engagements  for  the  Crusade,  nor  have' 
■ — I  repeat  ii — further  desire  than  that  brief  interval  wbii ' 
may  be  necessary  to  place  my  important  affairs  in  ordi 
Meanwhile  my  vassals,  led  by  my  nephew " 

"  Proniise  that  which  is  within  thy  power,"  said 
Prelate.  "  Who  knows  whether,  in  resentment  of 
Keking  after  other  tilings  than  his  most  holy  cause, 
nephew  may  not  be  called  hence,  even  while  we  sp 
logetlier  f" 

"  God  forbid  !"  said  the  Baron,  starting  up,  as  if  abc 
to  fly  to  his  nephew's  assistance  ;  then  suddenly  pai 
ing,  he  turned  on  the  Prelate  a  keen  and  jnvestigat' 
glance.  "  It  is  not  well,"  ho  said,  "  diat  your  reverfii 
should  thus  trifle  with  ihe  dangers  which  threaten  i 
bouse.  Damian  is  dear  to  mo  for  his  offn  good  qtmt 
lies — dear  for  the  sake  of  my  only  brother. — May  Go 
forgive  us  botli  !  he  died  when  wc  were  in  unkiiidnci 
with  ench  other, — My  lord,  your  words  import  th^(, 

'  ired  iiephew  suffers  pain  ani  incMts   '  "" 

of  my  ofieoces?" 
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The  Archbishop  perceived  he  had  at  lengtti  touch- 
ed the  chord  to  which  his  refractory  penitent's  heart- 
strings must  needs  vibrate.  He  replied  with  circum- 
spection, as  well  knowing  witli  whom  he  had  to  deal, — 
^  Far  be  it  from  me  to  presume  to  interpret  tlic  councils 
of  Heaven  !  but  we  read  in  scripture,  that  when  tlie  fa- 
thers eat  sour  grapes,  the  teeth  of  the  cliildren  are  set 
on  edge.  What  so  reasonable  as  tliat  we  should  be 
punished  for  our  pride  and  contumacy,  by  a  judgment 
spedaUy  calculated  to  abate  and  bend  that  spirit  of  sur- 
quedry  P^  You  yourself  best  know  if  tliis  disease  clung 
to  thy  nephew  before  you  had  meditated  defection  from 
the  banner  of  the  Cross." 

Hugo  de  Lacy  hastily  recollected  himself,  and  found 
that  it  was  indeed  true,  that,  until  he  thought  of  his 
union  with  Eveline,  tliere  had  appeared  no  change  in  his 
nephew's  healtli.  His  silence  and  confusion  did  not 
escape  the  artful  Prelate.  He  took  the  hand  of  die 
warrior  as  he  stood  before  him  overwhelmed  in  doubt, 
lest  his  preference  of  the  continuance  of  his  own  house 
to  the  rescue  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  should  have  been 
punislied  by  the  disease  which  threatened  his  nephew's 
life.  "  Come,"  he  said,  "  noble  De  Lacy — the  judg- 
ment provoked  by  a  moment's  presumption  may  be  even 
yet  averted  by  prayer  and  penitence.  The  dial  went 
back  at  the  prayer  of  the  good  King  Hezckiah — down, 
down  upon  thy  knees,  and  doubt  not  that,  with  confes- 
sion, and  penance,  and  absolution,  thou  may'st  yet  atone 
for  thy  falling  away  from  the  cause  of  Heaven." 

Borne  down  by  tlie  dictates  of  the  religion  in  which 
he  had  been  educated,  and  by  the  fears  lest  his  delay 
was  punished  by  his  nephew's  indisposition  and  danger, 
the  Constable  sunk  on  his  knees  before  the  Prelate, 
whom  he  had^hordy  before  well  nigh  braved,  confessed, 
as  a  sin  to  be  deeply  repented  of,  bis  purpose  of  delay* 
ing  his  departure  for  Palestine,  and  receivedi  with  pa« 
tience  at  least,  if  not  with  wiUipg  acquiescence,  the 
penance  inflicted  b/  the  Archbiahop  }  which  cowtai^aXibdi 
mMpnbibitioa  to  proceed  ftwtber  ia  his  piopoaQ^  V(^^ 


tbee  ol  ttiy  debt  to  HeBven,  uid  cieinsea  ttq 
spirit  from  tbose  se]6sh  and  eartbtjr  stains  iriiicb 
its  brightness  f " 

Tlie  Constable  siglied.  "  My  happiest  Uk 
this  moment,"  he  said,  "  would  arise  from  ki 
that  my  nephew's  bealili  is  amended." 

"  Be  noi  discomforted  on  the  score  of  the  n< 
rnian,  your  hopeful  and  valorous  kinsman," 
Archbishop,  "  for  well  i  trust  sliortlyye  shall  h( 
recovery  ;  or  that,  if  it  shall  please  God  to  ren 
to  a  better  world,  tlie  passage  shall  be  so  easy, 
arrival  in  yonder  haven  of  bliss  so  speedy,  tba 
better  for  him  to  have  died  than  to  have  Uved.*^ 

The  Constable  looked  at  him,  as  if  to  gadier 
countenance  more  certainty  of  liis  nephew's  : 
bis  words  seemed  to  imply  ;  and  the  Prelate,  t 
being  farther  pressed  on  a  subject  on  which  he 
haps  conscious  he  had  adventured  too  far,  runf 
bell  which  stood  before  him  on  the  table,  am!  ct 
ed  tlie  chaplain  who  entered  at  the  summon! 
should  despatch  a  careful  messenger  to  the  lo 
Damian  Lacy,  to  bring  particular  accounts  of  hi 

"  A  stranger,"  answered  the  chaplain,  "  ji 
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2j  disposed,  were  none  of  the  newest  or  cleanest,  noitli- 
er  were  they  altogether  fitting  for  the  presence  in  which 
he  now  stood. 

"How  now,  sirrah  !"  said  the  Prelate;  *^  when  was 
il  that  jugglers  and  ramstrels  pressed  into  the  company 
of  aoch  as  we  without  permission  f 

**  So  please  you,"  said  the  man,  ^*  my  instant  business 
ns  not  with  your  reverend  lordship,  but  with  my  lord 
the  Constable,  to  whom  I  will  hope  that  my  good  news 
waj  atone  for  my  evil  apparel." 

"  Speak,  sirrah,  does  my  kinsman  live  .^'  said  the  Con- 
stable eagerly. 

"  And  is  like  to  live,  my  lord,"  answered  the  man — 
''a  favourable  crisis  (so  the  leeches  call  it)  hatli  taken 
pbce  in  his  disorder,  and  tliey  are  no  longer  under  any 
apprehensions  for  his  life." 

"  Now,  God  be  praised,  that  hath  granted  me  so  much 
mercy !"  said  the  Constable. 

"  Amen,  amen!"  replied  the  Archbishop  solemnly  ; — 
**  About  what  period  did  this  blessed  change  take  place  ?" 

**  Scarcely  a  quarter  of  an  hour  since,"  said  the  mes- 
seager,  *'  a  soft  sleep  fell  on  the  sick  youtb,  like  dew 
npon  a  parched  6eld  in  summer — he  breathed  freely — 
the  burning  heat  abated — «ind,  as  I  said,  the  leeches  no 
longer  fear  for  his  life." 

"  Marked  you  the  hour,  my  Lord  Constable  ?"  said  the 
Bishop  with  exultation — "  even  then  you  stooped  to 
those  councils  which  Heaven  suggested  through  tlio 
meanest  of  its  servants !  But  two  words  avouching  pen- 
itence— ^but  one  brief  prayer — and  some  kind  saint  has 
interceded  for  an  instant  hearing,  and  a  liberal  granting 
of  tliy  petition.  Noble  Hugo,"  he  continued,  grasping 
his  hand  in  a  species  of  enthusiasm,  ^'  surely  Heaven 
designs  to  work  high  things  by  the  hand  of  him  whose 
faults  are  thus  readily  forgiven — whose  prayer  is  thus  in- 
stantly heard.  For  this  shall  Te  Deum  Laudamus  be 
said  in  each  church,  and  each  convent  of  Gloucesteri  ere 
the.world  be  a  day  older." 
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The  Constable,  do  less  joyful,  lliough  perhapi  leM 
nble  to  perceive  an  especial  providence  in  big  nepbeir'l 
recovery,  expressed  Ills  gratitude  to  the  messenger  of  tlw 
good  tidings,  by  throwing  hiin  iiis  purse. 

"  I  thank  you,  noble  lord,"  said  die  man  ;  "  but  if  I 
sloop  to  pick  up  this  taste  of  your  bounty,  it  is  ouly  la 
restore  it  again  to  t)ie  donor." 

"  How  now,  sir  ?"  said  the  Constable,  "  laethioks  tliy 
coat  seems  not  so  well  lined  as  needs  make  thee  spum 
at  such  a  guerdoo." 

"  He  that  designs  to  catch  larks,  my  lord,"  replied 
the  messenger,  "  must  not  close  his  net  upon  sparrows-^ 
have  agrcaierboon  to  ask  of  jour  lordship, aud  lliets- 
fore  1  decline  your  present  gratuity." 

"  A  greater  boon,  ah  !"  said  the  Conslable, — "I  an 
no  knighl-crrant,  lo  bind  myself  by  promise  to  grant  it  era 
I  know  its  import ;  but  do  thou  cojiic  to  my  pavilion  Of 
morrow,  and  iliou  wilt  not  find  me  unwilling  to  do  wbit 
is  reason," 

So  saying,  he  look  leave  of  tJie  Prelate,  and  returned 
homeward,  failing  not  to  visit  his  nephew's  lodging  as  ba 
passed,  where  he  received  tlie  same  pleasant  assurancei 
which  had  been  conitnuuicatcd  by  the  mcsseDgcr  of  dia 
particoloured  mantle. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Ue  nu  a  min-itrcl — in  hb  monil 

Wbi  winlum,  mii'd  witli  K'llj- ; 
A  tniiip  (vmpainna  lo  llie  guod, 
Bui  Willi  nnt  Gcrec  nmaii^  ihc  nide, 

AdJ  joviel  nilb  ihc  jully. 

AHCHIIlALn  Ahiiitbcwii. 

The  events  of  llie  preceding  day  had  bceu  of  idi* 
/u/e  su  Hilcrcsting,  iind  \aU«\^  w»  Wiik^to^,  \ka,t  the 
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Coii9tiible  felt  weaiy,  as  after  a  severely  contested  battle- 
SeM,  and  slept  soundljr  until  the  earliest  beams  of  dawn 
saluted  him  through  the  opening  of  the  tent.      It  was 
then  that,  with  a  mingled  feeling  of  pain  and  satisfaction, 
be  began  to  review  the  change  which  had  taken  place  in 
his  condition  since  tlie  preceding  morning.     He  had  then 
arisen  an  ardent  bridegroom,  anxious  to  find  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  his  fair  bride,  and  scrupulous  about  his  dress 
ind  appointments,  as  if  he  had  been  as  young  in  years 
IS  in  hopes  and   wishes.      This  was  over,  and  he  had 
DOW  before  him  tlie  painful  task  of  leaving  his  betrothed 
far  a  term  of  years,  even  before  wedlock  had  united  them 
iodissolubly,  and  of  reflecting  that  she  was  exposed  to 
&1I  the  dangers  which  assail  female  constancy  in  a  situa- 
tioD  thus  critical.      When  the  immediate  anxiety  for  his 
lephew  was  removed,  he  was  tempted  to  tliink  that  he 
had  been  somctliing  hasty  in  listening  to  the  arguments 
of  the  Archbishop,  and  believing  thatDamian's  death  or 
recovery  depended  upon  his  own  accomplishing,  to  tlio 
letter,  and  without  delay  his  vow  for  the  Holy  Land. 
^How  many  princes  and  kings,"  he  thought  to  himself, 
**  have  assumed  the  cross,  and  delayed  or  renounced  it, 
yet  lived  and  died  in  wealth  and  honour,  without  sustain- 
ing such  a  visitation  as  that  widi  wliich  Baldwin  threat- 
ened rae  ;  and  in  what  case  or  particular  did  sucji  men 
descn^e  more   indul2;encc  than  I  ?     But  the  die  is  now 
cast,  and  it  si,!2;nifies  little  to  inquire  whether  my  obedience 
to  the  mandates  of  the  Church  has  saved  the  life  of  my 
nephew,  or  whether  I  have  not  fallen,   as  laymen  are 
wont  to  f::ll,  whenever  there  is  an  encounter  of  wits  be- 
twixt them  and  those  of  the  spirituality.     I  would  to  God 
it  may  prove  otherwise,  since,  girding  on  my  sword  as 
heaven's  champion,  I  might  the  better  expect  heaven's  pro- 
lection  for  her  whom  I  nuist  unhappily  leave  behind  me.'* 
As  these  reflections  passed  through  his  mind,  he  heard 
the  warders  at  the  entrance  of  his  lent  challencie  some 
one  whose  footsteps  were  heard  approaching  it.      The 
person  stopped  on  their  challengej  and  presetvvAy  «Sxet 
/P     roL,  1. 


TALE<I    or   TRB    CltCSAOERS. 


WIS  beard  tlio  sound  of  a  role,  (a  small  specie 
the  strings  of  vvhicii  were  inanngeil  by  meaos  ( 
wheel.  After  a  short  prelude,  a  manly  voicf 
compass,  sung  verses,  wliicb,  Uanslaled  into  mi 
guage,  might  run  nearly  thus  : 


"  SpUiEf,  WDke — llie  ilny  i>  i 
Nerer  when  iha  siintvama  tb 


Til  when  \bBy  air  gliuled  b«rk 
Pnm  axe  KoJ  amiDur,  ipcnr  anr 
ThU  Ukj  pimniic  Ibluiv  ttory 
Many  a  pa£a  ^  dcnlblcu  glury. 


tl. 

"  Arm  ami  up— ihc  moruing  beam 
Until  i'dII'iI  i1>o  nulic  la  l<»  Irnni, 
llmh  ciiira  Ihc  fnk^'uer  lu  Jw  luke, 
Hnlli  <i>ini  U>c  l.uiilnuiiii  lt>  ilw  links ; 
ThP  I'urlv  u<kU.iiI  [nm-len  «'n 

Sol^iior.  H'dkr-^ilij  lurml,  fiunr  ; 
Thy  iiu.Ty.  miHjuisli  wat,tli}' gauia. 


in. 

"  Toor  liire  repaj-s  llic  nwic'i  pin ; 
Mora  (iiltry  Btlll  ihc  t[ianaiiaii'i  gain  1 
VaiDHI  of  nil.  Ilic  HiHlruri  ihcn« 
Kmlt  In  tonic  niDlaj-hyiic  Oivent : 
V*<L  uHcli  in  up,  ddJ  iiat^i  hat  ItiiI'd 
Since  fim  iho  pwfi  of  lUwn  lint  sniiDd  ; 
Ant  o&dt  isTOg^rer  in  liui  Dim 
"llian  bo  wbu  bonpra  life  Bw  fame. 
Up.  up,  anil  atin  Ihet,  lou  uf  letTDr  ! 
Be  Ui)'  briglil  tliieU  Ihe  mnniiiig't  mlmr. 


When  iJic  song  was  finished,  tiic  ConstaUc^^ 
ialkmt;  milmtl,  ami  \ivcsctt\\';j  VVft\\\ 
tim  paviliuu  lu  icU  tliiit  a  )|iuimn,  < 


p  ConstaUch 
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hf  ibe  Constable's  appointment,  waited  permission  to 
ipeik  w'lili  him. 

*•  By   my   appointment  ?"   said  De  Lary ;  "  admit 
lin  immediately." 

Tlie  messenger  of  the  preceding  evening  entered  the 
tent,  holding  in  one  liand  his  small  cap  and  feather,  in 
llic  oilier  the  rote  on  which  he  had  been  jnst  playing. 
Hia  allirc  was  fantastic,  consisting  of  more  than  one 
inniT  dross  of  various  colours,  all  of  the  brightest  and 
richcM  dyes,  and  disposed  so  as  to  contrast  with  each 
Cjihor — the  u;iper  garmont  was  a  very  short  Norman  cloak 
«»f  bright  f^reen.  An  embroidered  girdle  sustained,  in 
teu  (if  odensive  weapons,  an  inkhorii  with  its  appurte- 
innccs  on  the  one  side,  on  the  other  a  kiuTe  for  the  pur- 
poses of  die  tahle.  His  hair  was  cut  in  imitation  of  the 
tierioal  tonsure,  which  was  designed  to  intimate  that  he 
had  arrived  to  a  certain  rank  in  his  profession  ;  for  the 
Jojoiis  Science,  as  the  profession  of  minstrelsy  was  term- 
ed, had  its  various  ranks,  like  the  degrees  in  the  church 
and  in  chivalry.  The  features  and  manners  of  the  irt?m 
seemed  to  be  at  variance  with  his  profession  and  habit ; 
fcr,  as  the  latter  was  gay  and  fantastic,  the  former  had 
a  cast  of  Kravity,  and  almost  of  sternness,  which,  unless 
^hen  kindled  by  the  enthusiasm  of  his  poetical  and  mu- 
^al  exertions,  seemed  rather  to  indicate  deep  reflection, 
than  the  thoughtless  vivacity  of  observation  which  char- 
'crerizcd  most  of  his  brethren.  His  countenance,  though 
f*oi  Inndsome,  had  therefore  something  in  it  striking  and 
'^npressive,  even  from  its  very  contrast  with  the  particol- 
Hired  hues,  and  fluttering  shape  of  his  vestments  ;  and 
he  Constable  felt  somethhig  inclined  to  patronize  him, 
•s  he  said,  "  Good  morrow,  friend,  and  I  thank  thee  for 
!iy  morning  greeting  ;  it  was  well  §ung  and  well  meant, 
^r  when  we  call  ford)  any  one  to  bethink  him  how  time 
asses,  w^  do  him  the  credit  of  supposing  diat  he  can 
mploy  to  advantage  that  flitting  treasure." 
The  man,  who  had  listened  in  silence^  seemed  to  pause 
od  make  an  effort  ere  be  replied^  "  My  mtenUous,  «X 
asi,  were  good,  when  I  ventarcd  to  disturb  my  \ot  A  ^vx% 
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early  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  learo  that  mj  botdneai 

been  evil  received  at  his  hand." 

*^  True,"  said  the  Constable,  '^  you  bad  a  bm 
of  me.  Be  speedy,  and  say  thy  request — ^my  i 
short." 

*^  It  is  for  permission  to  follow  you  to  the  Ho 
my  lord,"  said  the  man. 

'^  Thou  hast  asked  what  I  can  hardly  grant,  my 
answered  De  Lacy — "  Thou  art  a  minstrel,  art  tfa 

"  An  unworthy  graduate  of  the  Gay  Scie; 
lord,"  said  tlie  musician  ;  "  yet  let  me  say  foi 
that  I  will  not  yield  to  the  king  of  minstrels, 
Rudel,  though  the  King  of  England  hatli  given 
manors  for  one  song.  I  would  be  willing  to  cont 
him  in  romance,  lay,  or  fable,  were  the  judge  to 
Henry  himself." 

"  You  have  your  own  good  word,  doubtless," 
Lacy  ;  "  nevertheless,  Sir  Minstrel,  thou  goest 
me.  The  Crusade  has  been  already  loo  muck 
bercJ  by  men  of  thy  idle  profession  ;  and  if  t 
add  to  die  number,  it  shall  not  be  under  my  pr 
I  am  too  old  to  be  charmed  by  thy  art,  charm  thi 
so  wisely." 

"  He  that  is  young  enough  to  seek  for  and  tc 
love  of  beauty,"  said  the  minstrel,  but  in  a  su 
tone,  as  if  fearing  his  freedom  might  give  oiTencc, 
not  term  himself  too  old  to  feel  the  charms  of  min 

The  Constable  smiled,  not  insensible  to  the 
which  assigned  to  him  the  character  of  a  younge; 
"  Thou  art  a  jester,"  he  said,  "  I  warrant  me,  in 
to  thy  other  qualities?" 

"  No,"  replied  tlic  minstrel,  "  it  is  a  branc 
profession  which  I  have  for  some  time  rcnoimc 
fortunes  have  put  me  out  of  tune  for  jesting." 

"  Nay,  comrade,"  said  the  Constable,  "  if  t 
been  bard^  dealt  with  in  the  world,  and  cansi 
With  the  rules  of  a  family  so  strictly  ordered  i 
if  i5/>055iblc  we  may  agree  VogelUeT  belter  than  [ 


What  is  diy  name  and  country  ?     thy  speech,  methinkSf 
sounds  somewhat  foreign." 

"  I  am  an  Armorican,  my  lord,  from  the  merry  shores 
of  Morbihan  ;  and  hence  my  tongue  hath  some  touch  of 
iny  country  speech.     My  name  is  Renault  Vidal." 

**  Such  being  the  case,  Renault,"  said  tlie  Constablci 
**  thou  shalt  follow  me,  and  I  will  give  orders  to  the 
master  of  my  household  to  have  thee  attired  sometliing 
according  to  thy  function,  but  in  more  orderly  guise  tlian 
thou  now  appearest  in.  Dost  thou  understand  the  use 
of  a  weapon  ?" 

**  Indifferently,  my  lord,"  said  the  Armorican ;  at 
the  same  time  talcing  a  sword  from  tlie  wall,  he  drew  it, 
and  made  a  pass  with  it  so  close  to  the  Constable's  body 
13  he  sat  on  the  couch,  that  he  started  up,  crying  *<  Vil- 
lain, forbear !" 

"  La  you  !  noble  sir,"  replied  Vidal,  lowering  with 
iD  submission  tlie  point  of  his  weapon — <'  I  have  already 
^ven  you  a  proof  of  sleight  which  has  alarmed  even  your 
expenence — I  have  an  hundred  other  besides." 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  De  Lacy,  somewhat  ashamed  at 
having  shown  himself  moved  by  tlie  sudden  and  lively 
action  of  the  juggler ;  "  but  I  love  not  jesting  with  edge 
tools,  and  have  too  much  to  do  with  sword  and  sword- 
blows  in  earnest,  to  toy  with  them  ;  so  I  prny  you  let  us 
have  no  more  of  this,  but  call  me  my  squire  and  my 
chamberlain,  for  I  am  about  to  array  me  and  go  to  mass." 

The  religious  duties  of  tlie  morning  performed,  it  was 
the  Constable's  intention  to  visit  the  Lady  Abbess,  and 
communicate,  with  tlie  necessary  precautions  and  quali- 
fications, the  altered  relations  in  which  he  was  placed 
towards  her  niece,  by  the  resolution  he  bad  been  com- 
pelled to  adopt,  of  departing  for  the  Crusade  before  ac- 
complishing his  marriage,  in  the  terms  of  the  pre-con- 
tract already  entered  into.  He  was  conscious  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  reconcile  the  good  lady  to  this 
change  of  measures,  and  he  delayed  someume  ere  he 
could  think  of  the  best  flDode  of  commumc^xlti^  uxvd 
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sodening  the  unpleasant  intelligence.  An  interral  was 
also  spent  in  a  visit  to  his  nephew,  whose  state  of  cod- 
▼alescence  continued  to  be  as  favourable,  as  if  in  tnith  it 
bad  been  a  miraculous  consequence  of  the  Constable^ 
having  complied  with  the  advice  of  the  Archbisbop. 

From  the  lodging  of  Damian,  the  Constable  proceed- 
ed to  tlie  convent  of  the  Benedictine  Abbess.  But  she 
had  been  already  made  acquainted  with  the  circkimstanca 
which  he  came  to  communicate,  by  a  still  earlier  visk 
from  the  Archbisliop  Baldwin  liimself.  The  Primitt 
had  undertaken  the  office  of  mediator  on  this  occaaioB, 
conscious  that  his  success  of  tlie  evening  before  must 
have  placed  the  Constable  in  a  delicate  situation  villi 
the  relations  of  his  betrothed  bride,  and  willing,  by  Us 
countenance  and  authority,  to  reconcile  the  disputes  which 
might  ensue.  Perhaps  he  had  better  have  left  Hugo  de 
Lacy  to  plead  his  own  cause  ;  for  the  Abbess,  tboi^h 
she  listened  to  the  communication  with  all  the  resp^ 
due  to  the  highest  dignitary  of  the  English  Church,  drew 
consequences  from  the  Constable's  change  of  resohitioo 
which  the  Primate  had  not  expected.  She  ventured  to 
oppose  no  obstacle  to  De  Lacy's  accomplishment  of  his 
vows,  but  strongly  argued  that  the  contract  with  her  niece 
should  be  entirely  set  aside,  and  each  party  left  at  lib- 
erty to  form  a  new  choice. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  Archbishop  endeavoured  to 
dazzle  the  Abbess  with  the  future  honours  to  be  won  by 
tlie  Constable  in  the  Holy  Land  ;  tlie  splendour  of 
which  would  attach  not  to  his  lady  alone,  but  to  all  in  the 
remotest  degree  allied  to  or  connected  with  her.  All 
his  eloquence  was  to  no  purpose,  though  upon  so  favour- 
ite a  topic  he  exerted  it  to  the  utmost.  The  Abbess, 
it  is  true,  remained  silent  for  a  moment  after  his  argu- 
ments had  been  exhausted,  but  it  was  only  to  consider 
how  she  should  intimate,  in  a  suitable  and  reverent  man- 
ner, that  children,  the  usual  attendants  of  an  happy  unioDi 
and  the  existence  of  which  she  looked  to  for  the  ciMstin- 
VBtion  ot  the  house  of  her  father  and  brother,  could  not 
ife  hoped  for  with  any  pToW\n\\\>f  ^  \n^^*s&  ^^ 
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tract  was  followed  by  marriage,  and  the  residence  of 
the  married  parties  in  the  same  countr}%  She  therefore 
insisted,  tliat  tlie  Constable  having  ahered  his  intentions 
in  this  most  important  particular,  the  fiangaillcs  should 
be  entirely  abrogated  and  set  aside  ;  and  she  demanded 
of  the  Primate,  as  an  act  of  justice,  that,  as  he  had  in- 
terfered to  prevent  the  bridegroom's  execution  of  his 
original  purpose,  he  should  now  assist  with  his  influence 
wholly  to  dissolve  an  .engagement  which  had  been  thus 
materially  innovated  upon. 

The  Primate,  who  was  sensible  he  had  himself  oc- 
casioned De  Lacy's  breach  of  contract,  felt  himself 
bound  in  honour  and  reputation  to  prevent  consequen- 
ces so  disagreeable  to  his  friend,  as  die  dissolution  of  an 
engagement  in  which  his  interest  and  inclinations  were 
■like  concerned.  He  reproved  tlie  Lady  Abbess  for  the 
carnal  and  secular  views  which  she,  a  dignitary  of  the 
church,  entertained  upon  the  subject  of  matrimony,  and 
concerning  the  interest  of  her  house.  He  even  upbraid- 
ed her  with  selfishly  preferring  the  continuation  of  tlie 
line  of  Berenger  to  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
and  denounced  to  her  that  Heaven  would  be  avenged 
of  the  short-sighted  and  merely  human  policy,  which 
postponed  the  interests  of  Christendom  to  those  of  an 
individual  family. 

After  this  severe  homily,  the  Prelate  took  his  depar- 
ture, leaving  the  Abbess  highly  incensed,  though  she 
prudently  forebore  returning  any  irreverent  answer  to 
his  paternal  admonition. 

In  this  humour  the  venerable  lady  was  found  by  the 
Constable  himself,  when,  with  some  embarrassment,  he 
proceeded  to  explain  to  her  the  necessity  of  his  present 
departure  for  Palestine. 

She  received  the  communication  with  sullen  dignity  ; 
her  ample  black  robe  and  scapular  seeming,  as  it  were, 
to  swell  out  in  yet  prouder  folds  as  she  listened  to  the  rea- 
sons and  the  emergencies  which  compelled  the  Constable 
of  Chester  to  defer  the  marriage,  which  ho  ^vowed^  ^^% 
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the  dearest  wish  of  his  heart,  until  after  his  return  from 
the  Crusade,  for  whicli  he  was  about  to  set  forth. 

"  Mclhinks,"  replied  the  Abbess,  with  much  coldness, 
*'  if  this  conimunicntion  is  meant  for  earnest, — ond  it 
were  no  fit  business — 1  myself  no  (it  person — ^for  jesting 
with, — mcthinks  the  Constable's  resolution  sliould  have 
been  procluimcd  to  us  yesterday,  before  the  Jtan^UIrM 
had  united  his  troth  with  that  of  Eveline  Berengcr,  an- 
der  expectations  very  diflereut  from  those  which  be  now 
announces." 

"  On  the  word  of  a  knight  and  a  gentleman,  reverend 
lady,"  said  the  Constable,  <<  I  had  not  then  the  slightest 
thought  that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  take  a  step  no 
less  distressing  to  me,  than,  as  I  see  with  pain,  it  is  un- 
plcasing  to  you." 

"  I  can  scarcely  conceive,"  replied  llie  Abbess,  "  the 
cogent  reasons,  which,  existing  as  they  must  have  done 
yesterday,  1-ave  neverthcrless  delayed  their  operation 
until  to-day." 

"  I  own,"  said  De  Lacy,  reluctantly,  "  that  I  enter- 
tained too  ready  hopes  of  obtaining  a  remission  from  my 
vow,  which  my  I^rd  of  Canterbury  hath,  in  bis  seal 
for  Heaven's  siu'vice,  deemed  it  necessary  to  refuse  me." 

"  At  least,  then,"  said  llic  Abbess,  veiling  her  re- 
sentment under  the  appearance  of  extreme  coldness, 
^'  your  lordship  will  do  us  the  justice  to  place  us  in  the 
same  situation  in  which  we  stood  yesterday  morning ; 
and,  by  joining  with  my  niece  and  her  friends  in  desir^ 
ing  the  abrogation  of  a  marriage  contract,  entered  into 
with  very  different  views  from  those  which  you  now 
entertain,  put  a  young  person  in  that  state  of  liberty  of 
which  she  is  at  present  deprived  by  her  contract  with 
you?" 

''  Ah,  madam  !"  said  the  Constable,  '^  what  do  you 
ask  of  me  f  and  in  a  tone  how  cold  and  indifferent  do 
you  demand  me  to  resign  hopes,  the  dearest  which  my 
bosom  ever  entertained  since  the  life-blood  warmed  it  !'* 

^'  I  am  unacquainted  with  lane;uage  belonging  to  such 
feelings,  wy  lord,"  repYicA  \V\c  MA>c^s\  ^^\wx  v&s^huiki 
die  prospects  which  cou\d  \>c  so  e^s^s  ^^^f^r&^Vft 
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years,  might,  by  a  little,  and  a  very  little,  further  self- 
control,  be  altogetlier  abandoned." 

Hugo  de  Lacy  paced  the  room  in  agitation,  nor  did 
he  answer  until  after  a  considerable  pause.  "  If  your 
niece,  madam,  shares  the  sentiments  which  you  have 
expressed,  I  could  not,  indeed,  with  justice  to  her,  or 
perhaps  to  myself,  desire  to  retain  tliat  interest  in  her, 
which  our  solemn  espousals  have  given  me.  But  I  must 
know  my  doom  from  her  own  lips  ;  and  if  it  is  as  severe 
as  that  which  your  expressions  lead  me  to  fear,  I  will  go 
10  Palestine  the  belter  soldier  of  Heaven,  that  I  shidl 
have  little  left  on  earth  that  can  interest  me." 

The  Abbess,  without  farther  answer,  called  on  her 
Prseceutrix,  and  desired  her  to  command  her  niece's  at- 
tendance immediately.  The  Praecentrix  bowed  rever- 
ently, and  withdrew. 

"  May  I  presume  to  inquire,"  said  De  Lacy,  "  wheth- 
er die  Lady  Eveline  hath  been  possessed  of  the  circum- 
stances which  have  occasioned  this  unhappy  alteration  in 
my  purpose  ?" 

"  I  have  communicated  the  whoje  to  her,  from  point  to 
point,"  said  the  Abbess,  "  even  as  it  was  explained  to 
me  this  morning  by  my  Lord  of  Canterbury  (for  with 
him  I  have  already  spoken  upon  the  subject,)  and  con- 
firmed but  now  by  your  lordshiji's  own  mouth." 

"  I  am  little  obH^cd  to  the  Arciibishop,"  said  the  Con- 
stable, "  for  having  forestalled  my  excirses  in  the  quarter 
where  it  was  most  important  for  me  that  they  should  be 
accurately  stated,  and  favourably  received." 

"  That,"  said  the  Abbess,  "  is  but  an  item  of  the  ac- 
count betwixt  you  and  the  Prelate, — it  concerns  not  us." 

"  Dare  I  venture  to  hope,"  continued  De  Lacy, 
without  taking  ofFencc  at  the  dryness  of  the  Abbess's 
manner,  "  that  Lady  Eveline  has  heard  this  most  unhap- 
py change  of  circumstances  without  emotion, — I  would 
say  without  displeasure  ?" 

**  She  is  the  daughter  of  a  Berenger,  my  lord,"  an- 
svrered  the  Abbess,   ^^  and  it  is  our  custom  to  y^vwv.sXa  ?l 
iureccb  of  faith,  or  to  contemn  ix — never  to  c^ricve  o\ci  \\.. 
WbjtMijr  Dicce  may  do  in  this  case,  I  know  not.     V  a\a 
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n  woman  of  rt-ltginn,  scqueatcnrd  from  llic  worH,  and 
would  iiiMmc  [leace  and  Clirislian  for^ivcnoss,  willi » 
|iro|>or  sense  of  cuiilciiipl  for  ilie  univortiiy  treatment 
ivliieli  stio  lias  rectivccL  Slic  lias  followen  and  vnsKaLi, 
iMid  ri'lt'iids,  lioiibtlfss,  mill  adt'jsers,  who  may  not,  in 
blJmltHl  zc;d  fur  worldly  honour,  recoiimieni)  to  her  to  sit 
down  p.liglitly  with  llih  injury,' but  ilosirt:.  she  sUoiild 
r;ilhLT  appeal  to  tlic  Kin^,  or  to  the  &rms  of  her  father's 
I'olluwui's,  unless  her  libcily  is  restored  to  her  by  the 
snrmiilor  of  ihc  toiilraci  into  wliiiii  she  has  been  en- 
lict'd. — Itiil  sho  coincs  to  iinswtr  for  licrsclf." 

ICvtriinc  entered  at  tbc  moment,  leaning  on  Rose's  arm. 
Slid  b:i(l  laid  aside  iituumiiifi;  since  the  ceremony  of  the 
fiuHi^aUhs,  and  was  dressed  in  a  kirile  of  white  with  on 
upper  robe  of  jialc  Iiliie.  Ifcr  head  was  covered  with 
H  virii  of  white  gauze,  so  liiin,  iis  to  float  about  her  lite 
the  misty  cloud  ii><ually  painted  aroimd  the  countenance 
of  a  seraph,  Unt  the  face  of  Eveline,  though  in  beauty 
not  unwoi'tliy  one  of  this  angelic  order,  was  at  present 
far  from  resemblint;  that  of  a  seraph  in  tranquillity  of  ex- 
pression. Her  limbs  trembled,  her  eheets  were  pale, 
the  lingo  of  red  around  the  eyelids  expressed  recent 
tears  ;  yet  amidst  these  natural  signs  of  distress  and  uo- 
ecrtainty,  there  was  mi  air  of  profound  resignation— a 
r(\-:()lul';uLi  to  iliiK'barge  her  duly  in  every  emergence, 
i'eii;iiing  in  ihe  solemn  expression  of  Iier  eye  and  eye- 
brow, anil  showinii:  her  prepared  to  govern  the  agitation 
whieh  she  could  not  entirely  subdue.  And  so  well  were 
these  opposing  ({uaSilies  of  timidity  and  resolution  mingled 
on  her  ciieek,  that  Eveline,  in  the  utmost  priile  of  her 
heauiy  never  looked  more  faselnatin;;  than  at  that  instant ; 
and  Hugo  dc  Lacy,  hitherto  rather  an  iminipasfgoned 
lover,  stood  in  her  presence  with  feelings  as  if  all  the 
exaggerations  of  nxnnnce  were  realized,  and  Iiis  mistress 
were  a  beii)^  of  a  Ingiicr  sphere,  from  whose  doom  he 
was  to  receive  happiness  or  misery,  life  or  death. 
}l  Kiia  under  the  influence  of  sticb  a  fecUng,  that  the 
niurior  droppci)  on  one  Uwec  WfoTcV-NuUwe,  took  the 
/tanU  nbivU  she  railier  rcsii£ttcA  vWn  ?,^>ie  toVwa,\itwfc- 
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ed  it  to  Ills  lips  fervently,  and  crc  he  parted  with  it,  moist- 
ened it  with  one  of  the  few  tears  winch  he  was  ever  known 
to  shed.  But,  ahhough  surprised,  and  carried  out  of 
his  character  by  a  sudden  impulse,  he  regained  !iis  com- 
posure on  observing  that  the  Abbess  regarded  his  humil- 
iation, if  it  can  be  so  termed,  witli  an  air  of  triumph  ; 
and  he  entered  on  his  defence  before  Eveline  with  a  man- 
ly earnestness,  not  devoid  of  fervour,  nor  free  from  agita- 
tion, yet  made  in  a  tone  of  firmness  and  pride,  which 
seemed  assumed  to  meet  and  control  that  of  the  oITcnded 
Abbess. 

"  Lady,"  he  said,  addressing  Eveline,  "  you  have 
heard  from  the  venerable  Abbess  in  what  unhappy  posi- 
tion I  have  been  placed  since  yesterday  by  the  rigour  of 
the  Archhishoi) — perhaps  I  should  rather  say,  by  his  just 
though  severe  interj)retation  of  my  engagement  in  the 
Crusade.  I  cannot  doubt  that  ail  this  has  been  stated 
with  ticcurate  truth  by  the  venerable  lady  ;  but  as  I  innst 

no  loncer  call  her  mv  frinnd,   let  me  fear  whether  .she 

*■■'  ..." 

has  done  me  justice  in  her  commentary  iqion  the  unhap- 
py necessity  which  must  presently  compel  me  to  leave 
lay  country,  and  with  my  country  to  forego — ut  best  to 
postpone — the  fairest  hopes  whiciiman  ever  entertained. 
The  venerable  lady  hath  upbraided  me,  that  being  my- 
self tlie  cause  that  the  execution  of  yesterday's  contract 
is  postponed,  I  n^ould  fain  kee|)  it  suspended  over  your 
head  for  an  indefmite  term  of  years.  No  one  resigns 
willingly  such  rights  as  yesterday  gave  me ;  and,  let  me 
speak  a  boastful  word,  sooner  than  yield  them  up  to  man 
of  woman  born,  I  would  hold  a  Aiir  field  against  all 
comers,  with  grinded  sword  and  sharp  spear,  from  sun- 
rise to  sun-set,  for  three  days'  space.  But  what  I  would 
retain  at  the  price  of  a  thousand  lives,  I  am  willing  to 
renounce  if  it  would  cost  you  a  single  sigh.  If,  therefore, 
you  think  you  cannot  remain  happy  as  the  betrothed  of 
De  Lacy,  you  may  command  my  assistant^e  to  have  the 
rontraet  annidled^  and  make  so!ue  more  (oyV\\wvi\c  \\vi\\ 
happy,  ^ 


in  consequence  of  his  departure  upon  a  d 
loiis  expeditioDy  to  cancel  a  contract  enten 
rpccific  and  precise  understanding  that  he 
in  England  for  its  fulfilnicnt.      You  ca 
hesitate  to  accept  of  the  freedom  wliich 
with  thanks  for  his  bounty.     For  my  part 
mine  own  until  I  shall  see  that  your  joini 
sufficient  to  win  to  your  purpose  his  grace 
who  may  again  interfere  with  the  actions 
the  Lord  Constable,  over  whom  he  has  a 
so  much  influence — for  the  weal,  doublles 
iial  concerns/' 

"  If  it  is  meant  by  your  words,  venerable 
Constable,  "  that  I  have  any  purpose  of  sh| 
behind  the  Prelate's  authority,  to  avoid  dcA 
proclaim  my  readiness,  though  not  my  willii 
can  only  say ,  tiiat  you  are  the  first  who  has  do 
of  Hua;h  de  Ijacy." — And  while  the  proud  I 
dressed  a  female  and  a  recluse,  he  coidc 
'  his  eye  from  sparkling,  and  his  cheek  froi 

"  My  gracious  and  venerable  kinswomai 
line,  summoning  together  her  resolution,  " 
good  lord,  be  not  offended  if  I  nrav  von  n. 
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•  • 

Ln  giving  iiic  a  deliverer,  she  gave  me  a  m'nstcr  ;    nor 
:oiiId  1  desire  a  more  nohle  one  than  Hugo  dc  Lacy." 

**  God  forbid,  lady,"  said  the  Constable,  speaking 
eagerly,  as  if  he  was  afraid  his  resolution  should  fail 
bim  ere  he  couhl  get  the  renunciation  uttiered,  '^  that  I 
■hould,  by  such  a  tie,  to  which  you  subjected  yourself 
in  the  extremity  of  your  distress,  bind  you  to  any  reso- 
lution in  my  favour  which  can  put  force  on  your  own 
inclinations !" 

Tlie  Abbess  herself  could  not  help  expressing  her  ap- 
pfaiase  of  this  sentiment,  declaring  it  was  spoken  like  a 
Norman  gentleman  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  her  eyes 
tamed  towards  her  niece  seemed  to  exhort  her  to  be- 
ware how  she  declined  to  proOt  by  the  candour  of  De 
Lacy. 

But  Eveline  proceeded,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
groand,and  a  slight  colour  ovcr<;preadini!:  her  face,  to  slato 
lier  own  sentiments,  without  listenine;  to  the  sucgcslions  of 
^ny  one.  "  I  will  own,  noble  sir,"  she  said,  **  iJiat  when 
your  valour  h^Wesc lied  me  from  approachiiig  destruc- 
tiony  I  could  h^^i'ished — honouring  and  respecting  you, 
ns  I  had  done  your  late  friend  my  excellent  father — 
that  you  could  have  accepted  a  dauiihter's  service  from 
me.  I  do  not  pretend  entirely  to  have  surmounted  these 
sentiments,  although  I  have  combated  them,  as  being  un- 
'worthy  of  me,  and  ungrateful  to  you.  But  from  the 
moment  you  wero  pleased  to  honour  me  by  a  claim  on 
this  poor  hand,  I  liave  studiously  examined  my  senti- 
ments towards  you,  and  taught  myself  so  far  to  make 
them  coincide  with  my  duty,  that  1  may  call  myself  as- 
sured tliat  De  Lacy  would  not  find  in  Evehne  Berenger 
an  indifierent,  far  less  an  unworthy,  bride.  In  this,  sir, 
you  may  boldly  confide,  whether  the  union  you  have 
•ought  for  takes  place  instantly,  or  is  delayed  till  a  longer 
se^n.  Still  farther,  I  must  acknowled;;e  that  the  post- 
ponement of  these  nuptials  will  be  more  agreeable  to  me 
than  their  immediate  sicromplishment.  I  urn  at  \H'eseut 
very  yaoag,  and  totally  /ncx/>crienced.      Two  o\  ^\t^^ 
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years  \%-ilI,  I  trust,  render  me  yet  more  worthy  the 
of  a  man  of  honour." 

At  this  declaration  in  his  fa\'Our,  however  C( 
qualified,  De  Lacy  had  as  much  difficulty  to  i 
his  transports  as  formerly  to  moderate  his  agitatk 

*'  Angcl  of  bounty  and  of  kindness !"  he  said,  k 
once  more,  and  again  possessing  himself  of  hei 
"  perhaps  I  ought  in  honour  to  resign  voluntarilj 
hopes  which  you  decline  to  ravish  from  me  forcibly 
who  could  bo  capable  of  such  unrelenting  magnar 
— Let  me  hope  thnt  my  .devoted  attachment — tha 
you  shall  hear  of  me  when  at  a  distance-«-that  nU 
shall  know  of  me  when  near  you — may  give  I 
sentiments  a  more  tender  warmth'  than  they  ni 
press ;  and,  in  tlic  meanwhile,  blame  me  not  th; 
cept  your  plighted  faith  anew,  under  (he  condition 
you  attach  to  it.  I  am  conscious  my  wooing  has  b 
liate  in  hfe  to  expect  fiie  animated  returns  proper  tc 
fill  passion — Bian)o  mi  not  if  I  remain  satisfi< 
those  calmer  sentiments  which  make  IjC^iappy, 
they  cannot  make  passion  rapturous,  ^^p  hand  i 
in  my  grasp,  but  it  acknowledges  not  ni^^rcssun 
it  be  that  it  refuses  to  ratify  what  your  Ups  have 

"  Never,  noble  De  I^cy  !"  said  Eveline,  wii 
animation  than  she  hud  yet  expressed  ;  and  it  a] 
that  the  tone  was  at  length  suHiciently  encouragin 
her  lover  was  emboldened  to  take  the  lips  thei 
for  guarantee. 

It  was  with  a^n  air  of  pride,  mingled  with  respe 
after  having  received  this  pledge  of  fidelity,  he 
to  conciliate  and  to  appease  the  offended  Abbcj 
trust,  venerable  mother,"  he  said,  "  that  you  will 
your  former  kind  thoughts  of  me,  which  I  am  awa 
only  interrupted  by  your  tender  anxiety  for  the 
of  her  who  should  be  dearest  to  us  both.  Let  n 
that  I  may  leave  this  fair  flower  under  protection 
honoured  lady  who  is  her  next  in  blood,  happy 
cure  as  she  must  ever  be,  \\\\\\e  VvvXemw^  to  you 
sels,  and  residing  wilbm  •\\ese  s2.c\^^  w^Va^"* 
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llie  Abbess  was  too  deeply  displeasecT  to  be  pro- 
1  by  a  compliment,  which  perhaps  it  had  been 
policy  to  have  delayed  till  a  calmer  season.  "  My 
she  said,  *'  and  you,  fair  kinswoman,  you  ought 
lo  be  av/are  how  little  my  counsels — not  frequent* 
tn  where  they  are  unwillingly  listened  to— can  be 
il  to  those  embarked  in  worldly  affairs.  I  am  a 
I  dedicated  to  religion,  to  solitude,  and  seclusion — 
service,  in  brief,  of  Our  Lady  and  Saint  Benedict. 

been  already  censured  by  my  superior  because  I 
or  love  of  you,  fair  niece,  mixed  more  deeply  in 
r  affairs  than  became  the  head  of  a  convent  of  re- 
— I  will  merit  no  farther  blame  on  such  an  account ; 
n  you  expect  it  of  me.  My  brother's  daughter, 
Ted  by  vtorldly  ties,  had  been  the  welcome  sharer 

poor  solitude.  ]^ut  this  house  is  too  mean  for 
sidencc  of  the  vowed  bride  of  a  mighty  baro^ 
'  I,  in  my  lowliness  and  inexperience,  feel  fjtne% 
Tcise  over  sue  h  a  one  that  authority,  which  must 

to  i^ciRW'  6very  one  whom  this  roof  protects, 
rave  teMrof  our  devotions,  r4nd  the  serener  con- 
ition  to  which  the  females  of  this  house  are  devot- 
ontinued  the  Abbess,  with  increasing  heat  and  ve- 
ce,."  shall  not,  for  the  sake  of  my  worldly  connex- 
c  disturbed  by  the  intrusion  of  one  whose  thoughts 
leeds  he  on  the  worldly  toys  of  love  and  marriage." 
io  indeed  believe,  reverend  mother,"  said  the 
iblc,  in  his  turn  giving  way  to  displeasure,  "  that 
(T-dowcred  maiden,  unwedded,  and  unlikely  to  wed, 
,  fitter  and  more  welcome  inmate  to  the  convent, 
le  who  cannot  be  separated  from  the  world,  and 

wealth  is  not  likely  to  increase  the  House's  reve- 

Constable  did  the  Abbess  great  injury  in  this  hasty 
tion,  and  it  only  went  to  confirm  her  purpose  of 
ig  all  charge  of  her  niece  during  his  absence, 
as  in  truth  as  disinterested  as  haughiy  \  «nd  Vv<^i 
sMon  for  anger  against  her  niece  w%a,  ii!tv^\  \«.t 
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adv'icc  had  ilDt  been  adopted  without  hpsitation,  ah 
the  matter  rcgurded  Evelioe^s  liappiness  exchisivc 

The  ill-timed  reflection  of  the  Constable  confirm* 
in  the  resolution  which  she  had  already,  and  I 
adopted.  "  Alay  Ifeaven  forgive  you,  sir  knight, 
replied,  ''your  injurious  thoughts  of  his  servants  ! 
indeed  time,  for  your  soul's  sake,  that  you  do  pcna 
the  Holy  Land,  having  such  rash  judgments  to  rep 
— For  you,  my  niece,  you  cannot  want  that  hosp 
which,  without  verifying,  or  seeming  to  verify,  unju 
picions,  I  cannot  now  grant  to  you,  while  you  ha 
your  kinswoman  of  Baldringham,  a  secular  relation, 
nearness  of  blood  approaches  mine,  and  who  maj 
her  gates  to  you  without  incurring  the  unworthy  ce 
that  she  means  to  enrich  licrself  at  your  cost/' 

The  Constable  saw  the  deadly  paleness  which 
over  Eveline's  cheek  at  this  proposal,  and,  without 
iiS;  the  cause  of  her  repuniance,  he  hastened  to  i 
her  from  the  apprehensions  which  she  seemed  evi 
to  entertain.  "  No,  reverend  mother,"  l^said  ;  * 
you  so  harshly  reject  the  care  of  your  ^Rwomar 
shall  not  be  a  burden  to  any  of  her  otiier  reh 
While  Hugo  de  Lacy  hath  six  gallant  castles,  and 
a  manor  besides,  to  maintain  fire  upon  their  heartl 
betrothed  bride  shall  burden  no  one  with  her  sc 
who  may  regard  it  as  otherwise  than  a  great  hoi 
and  methinks  1  were  much  poorer  than  Heaven 
made  me,  could  I  not  furnish  friends  and  follower 
ficient  to  serve,  obey,  and  protect  her." 

"  No,  my  lord,"  said  Eveline,  recovering  from  tl: 
jection  into  which  she  had  been  thrown  by  the  ur 
ness  of  her  relative  ;  "  since  some  unhappy  d^ 
separates  me  from  the  protection  of  my  father's  sist 
whom  I  could  so  securely  have  resigned  myself, 
neither  apply  for  shelter  to  any  more  distant  ret 
nor  accept  of  that  which  you,  my  lord,  so  genei 
offer;  since  my  doing  so  might  excite  harsh,  and, 
sure,  undeserved  reproac\\es,«i^«Aws\\\ct  V>?5  vjVoto 
driven  to  choose  a  less  uOiv\a;AA»i  A\nc\\\w^-^v^k^* 


THB   BETHOTHED.  333 

made  my  rcsolulion.  I  have,  it  is  true,  only  one  frienil 
left,  but  she  is  a  powerful  one,  and  is  able  to  protect 
me  against  the  particular  evil  fate  which  seems  to  follow 
me,  as  well  as  against  the  ordinary  evils  of  human  life." 

"  The  Queen,  I  suppose  ?"  said  tlie  Abbess,  interrupt- 
ing her  impatiently. 

"  The  Queen  of  Heaven  !  venerable  kinswoman,"  an- 
swered Eveline  ;  "  Our  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse, 
ever  gracious  to  our  house,  and  so  lately  my  especial 
guardian  and  protectress.  Mcthinks,  since  the  vowed 
votaress  of  the  Virgin  rejects  me,  it  is  to  her  holy  pat- 
roness whom  I  ought  to  a|)})ly  for  succour." 

The  venerable  dame,  taken  somewhat  at  unawareu 
by  this  answer,  pronounced  the  interjection  "Umph  !"  in 
a  tone  better  befitting  a  Lollard  or  an  Iconoclast,  than  a 
Catholic  Abbess,  and  a  daughter  of  the  House  of  He- 
renger.  Truth  is,  the  Lady  Ablwss's  hereditary  devotion 
to  the  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  was  much  decayed 
since  she  had  known  the  full  merits  of  another  gifted 
image,  the  proB|rty  of  her  own  convent. 

Recollectinj^ierself,  however,  she  remained  silent, 
trhilc  the  Constable  alleged  the  vicinity  of  the  Welch,  as 
what  might  possibly  again  render  the  abode  of  his  bctruih- 
ed  bride  at  the  Garde  Doloureuse  as  perilous  as  she  had  on 
a  former  occasion  found  it.  To  this  Eveline  replied,  by 
reminding  him  of  the  great  strcnglli  of  her  native  fortress 
— the  various  sieges  which  it  had  withstood — and  the  im- 
portant circumstance,  that,  upon  the  late  occasion,  it  was 
only  endangered,  because,  in  compliance  wiih  a  point  of 
honour,  hor  father  Raymond  had  sallied  out  with  the  gar- 
rison, and  fought  at  disadvantai^e  a  battle  under  the  walls. 
She  farther  sug£!;ested,  that  it  was  easy  for  the  Constable 
to  name,  from  among  his  own  vassals  or  Iuts,  a  seneschal 
of  such  approved  prudence  and  valour,  as  might  insure 
the  safety  of  the  place,  and  of  its  lady. 

Ere  De  Lacy  could  reply  to  her  arguments  the  Abbess 
rose,  and,  pleading  her  lota)  inability  to  give  cowws^iWw 
seeuhr  affairs,  and  the  rules  of  her  order,  \vK\c\\  c^WeA 
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Iier,  as  she  said,  with  a  heightened  colour  and  raised  Foiec, 
'*  to  the  simple  and  peaceful  discharge  of  her  conventual 
duties,"  she  left  the  betrothed  parties  in  the  locutor}-, 
or  parlour,  without  any  company,  save  Rose,  who  pru- 
dently rcmahied  at  some  distance. 

The  issue  of  their  private  conference  seemed  agree- 
able to  both  ;  and  when  Eveline  told  Rose  that  tiiey  were 
to  return  presently  to  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  under  a 
sufficient  escort,  and  were  to  remain  there  during  the  pe- 
riod of  the  Crusade,  it  was  in  a  tone  of  heartfelt  satisfac- 
tion, which  her  follower  had  not  heard  her  make  use  of  for 
many  days.  She  spoke  also  hi,s;hly  in  praise  of  the  kind 
acquiescence  of  the  Constable  in  her  wishes,  and  of  his 
whole  conduct,  with  a  warmth  of  gratitude  approacliiog 
to  a  more  tender  feeling. 

"  And  yet,  my  dearest  lady,"  said  Rose,  "  if  you  will 
speak  unfeic;nedly,you  must,  1  am  convinced,  allow  that 
you  look  upon  this  interval  of  years,  iutei  posed  betwixt 
your  contract  and  your  maniage,  rather  as  a  respite  than 
in  any  other  light." 

.  "  I  confess  it/'  said  Eveline,  "  nor  ftrve  I  concealed 
from  my  future  lord  that  such  are  my  feelings,  ungra- 
cioi:s  as  they  may  seem.  But  it  is  my  youth.  Rose, 
my  extreme  youth,  which  makes  me  fear  the  duties  of 
De  Lacy's  wife.  Then  those  evil  auguries  hang  strange- 
ly about  me.  Devoted  to  evil  by  one  kinswoman,  expel- 
led almost  from  the  roof  of  another,  1  seem  to  myself,  at 
present,  a  creature  who  must  carry  distress  with  her, 
pass  where  she  will.  This  evil  hour,  and,  what  is  more, 
the  apprehensions  of  it,  will  give  way  to  time.  When  1 
shall  have  attained  tlie  age  of  twenty.  Rose,  I  shall  be  a 
full-grown  woman,  with  all  the  soul  of  a  Berenger  strong 
within  me,  to  overcome  those  doubts  and  tremors  which 
agitate  the  girl  of  seventeen." 

"  Ah  !  my  sweet  mistress,"  answered  Rose,  "  may 
God  and  our  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  guide  all 
for  tlie  best ! — But  I  would  that  this  contract  had  not 

Uiken  place f  or,  having  \akew  ^W^^^^V'wcav^^  Vaxq 

been  fulGUcd  by  your  immcdi^ie  umow.^^ 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

ne  Kiig  callod  dovn  liii  tnerrr-nien 

By  IMH,  uiil  by  mo,  oin)  tlirw  ; 
EaH  Uandial  wu  Hoiit  id  be  Ibe  ibrcn 


li-  ili€  Lady  Ercljne  reii red.  satisfied  and  pleased  from 
her  private  interview  with  De  Lacy,  llie  joy  on  the  part 
of  the  Constable  arose  to  a  liighcr  pitch  of  rapture  than 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  feeling  or  expressing ;  and  it  was 
au^menled  by  a  visit  of  the  leeches  wlio  attended  liis 
nephew,  from  wlioin  he  received  a  minute  and  particular 
account  of  his  present  disorder,  wiiJi  every  assurance  of  a 
speedy  recovery. 

The  Constable  caused  alms  to  be  distributed  to  tlio 
convents  and  to  the  poor,  masses  to  be  said,  and  tapcr^ 
to  be  lighted.  He  visited  the  Archbishop,  and  received  . 
Irov  him  his  full  approbation  of  the  course  which  li« 
proposed  to  pursue,  with  the  promise,  that  out  of  the , 
plenary  power  wliich  he  held  from  the  Pope,  the  I'rclatc 
was  witliDg,  in  consideration  of  his  instant  obedience,  to 
tintit  his  stay  in  the  Holy  Land  to  the  term  of  three  years, 
to  become  current  from  Ills  leaving  Britain,  and  to  in- 
chide  the  space  necessary  for  bis  return  to  his  native 
country.  Indeed,  having  succeeded  in  tlie  main  point, 
the  Archhishop  judged  it  wise  to  concede  every  inferior 
consideration  to  a  person  of  tlie  Constable's  rank  and 
character,  whose  good-vrill  to  the  proposed  expedition 
was  perhaps  as  essential  to  its  success  as  his  bodily  pres- 
ence. 

In  short,  the  Constable  returned  to  his  pavilion  highly 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  he  had  extricated  tum- 
self  Bom  tlwae  di&cukioa  which  in  the  moinm^  seftvne\ 
mimott  iaaapenble  ;   and  when  his  officers  aaaen^^  •^ 
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disrobe  him,  (foi:  great  feudal  lords  had  their  levees  and 
couchees,  in  imitation  of  sovereign  princes,)  he  distribu- 
ted gratuities  among  them,  and  jested  and  laughed  in  a 
much  gayer  humour  than  tliey  had  ever  before  witnessed. 
I  "  For  thee,"  he  said,  tuniing  to  Vidal  the  minstrel, 
who,  sumptuously  dressed,  stood  to  pay  his  respects 
among  the  other  attendants,  "  I  will  give  thee  nought  at 
present ;  but  do  thou  remain  by  my  bed-side  until  I  am 
asleep,  and  I  will  next  morning  reward  thy  minstrelsy  as 
I  like  it." 

"  My  lord,"  said  Vidal,  "  I  am  already  rewarded,  botli 
by  the  honour,  and  by  the  liveries,  which  better  befit  a 
royal  minstrel  than  one  of  my  mean  fame  ;  but  assign 
me  a  subject,  and  I  will  do  my  best,  not  out  of  greed  of 
future  largesses,  but  gratitude  for  past  favours," 

"  Gramercy,  good  fellow,"  said  the  Constable. 
**  Guarinc,"  he  added,  addressing  his  squire,  "  lot  the 
watch  be  posted,  and  do  thou  remain  witliin  the  tent — 
stretch  thyself  on  the  bear-hide,  and  sleep,  or  listen  to  llic 
minstrelsy,  as  thou  likest  best.  Thou  thinkest  thyself 
a  judge,  I  have  heard,  of  such  gear." 

It  was  usual,  in  those  insecure  times,  for  some  faithful 
domestic  to  sleep  at  night  within  the  tent  of  every  »eat 
'  baron,  that,  if  danger  arose,  he  might  not  be  unsupport- 
ed or  unprotected.  Guarine  accordingly  drew  his  sword, 
and,  taking  it  in  his  hand,  stretched  himself  on  the  ground 
in  such  a  manner,  that,  on  the  slightest  alarm,  he  could 
spring  up,  sword  in  hand.  His  broad  black  eyes,  in 
which  sleep  contended  with  a  desire  to  Jistcn  to  the 
music,  were  fixed  on  Vidal,  who  saw  them  glittering  in 
the  reflection  of  the  silver  lamp,  like  those  of  a  dragon  or 
basilisk. 

After  a  few  preliminary  touches  on  the  chords  of  his 

rote^  the  minstrel  requested  of  the  Constable  to  name  the 

subject  on  which  he  desired  the  exercise  of  his  powers. 

"  The  truth  of  woman,"  answered  Hugo  de  Lacy,  us 

Ae  hid  his  head  upon  his  pillow. 

After  a  short  prelude,  t\ic  n\\i\^Tc\  oW^^^^  \\^  ^Vci^^Saoi^ 

nearly  as  follows  : — 
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I  havn  stniiunl  ih«  "ji-iVt's  lliri' 

I  faave  woighiil  a  (train  uTnaml 
'GoJiol  bcT|>li|^Ll  of  Ihiirl  ami  I 
I  luld  iiiy  Inje  luvo  uT  tHwi  UikcUi 
lluw  hrr  Ciilh  provpfl  ligUL,  3jk 
AsaiD  hH-  H-gcxl  nitd  Imih  sbr.  u 


How  now,  str  kimvc,"  said  ihc  Constable,  raising 
teU  on  liis  elbow,  "  from  what  clrunktn  rhymer  did 
tcarn-  that  liair-willcd  satire  ?" 

From  an  old,  ragged,  cross-grained  friend  of  mine, 
td  Experience,"  answered  Vjdal.  "  I  pray  heaven 
any  never  take  your  lordship,  or  any  other  worthy 
,  under  his  tuition." 

Go  to,  fellow,"  said  the  Constable  in  reply  ;  "thou 
•ne  of  those  wiseacres,  I  warrant  me,  that  would  fain 
bought  witty,  because   thou  canst  make   a  jest  of 

0  things  wliicli  wiser  men  hold  wortJiy  of  most  wor- 
— the  honour  of  men,  and  the  truth  of  women, 
t  tivM  call  tliyself  a  minstrel,  and  hast  no  tale  of 
lie  fidelity  !" 

1  had  right  many  a  one,  noble  sir,  but  I  laid  them 
B  when  I  disused  my  practice  of  tlio  jesting  part  of 
Joyous  Scicr  '^'^  Nevertheless,  if  it  pleases  your 
eness  to  hstr-l"'_  an  sing  you  an  cstablislied  lay  upon 
I  a  subject."  "*•  's 

«  Lacy  mad'fos'  ,„  of  acquiescence,  and  laid  himself 
'  lo  8lHmbej-""'JHJf  Viilnl  began  one  ot  t\to&c  m\ot- 
Me  and  aba    .  hmmnc\-i\\,\ii  adventures  concemv 
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tiiot  paragon  of  irue  lovers,  fair  Ysolte ;  nnd  of  the  con- 
Etant  and  uninterrupted  faith  and  aflection  which  she 
displayed  in  numerous  ^tuatioiis  of  difficuhy  and  peril, 
to  her  paramour,  llie  gallant  Sir  Tristrem,  at  tli^  expense 
of  licr  toss  favoured  faushnnd,  the  luckless  King  Mark  of 
Cornwall ;  to  wliora,  as  all  the  world  knows,  Sir  Tristrem 
was  nephew. 

This  was  not  tlie  lay  of  love  and  fidelity  which  De 
Lacy  would  liave  chosen ;  but  a  feeling  like  shame  pre- 
vented his  inicrnipting  it,  perhaps  because  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  yield  to  or  acknowledge  the  unplcasing  sensations 
excited  by  tlie  tenor  of  the  tale.  He  soon  fell  asleep, 
or  feigned  to  do  so ;  and  the  harper  gontinuing  for  a 
time  his  monotonous  chant,  began  at  length  himself  to 
feel  the  influence  of  slumber ;  his  words,  and  tlie  notes 
which  he  continued  to  touch  upon  the  haqi,  nere  broken 
and  interrupted,  and  seemed  to  escape  drowsily  from 
his  fingers  and  voice.  At  length  the  sound  ceased  entire 
ly,  and  the  minslrel  seemed  lo  hove  sunk  into  profound 
repose,  with  liis  head  reclining  on  his  breast,  and  one 
arm  dropped  down  by  his  side,  while  the  other  rested 
on  his  harp.  His  slumber,  however,  was  not  ver^-  long, 
and  when  he  awoke  from  it,  and  cast  his  eyes  around 
him,  reconnoitring,  by  the  hght  of  the  nighi-lamp,  what- 
ever fvas  in  tlie  tent,  he  felt  a  heavy  hand,  which  pressed 
liis  shoulder  as  if  gently  to  solicit  his  attention.  At  the 
same  time  tbe  voice  of  the  vigilant  Philip  Guaiine  whis- 
pered in  his  ear,  "  Thine  oHicc  for  tlie  night  is  ended 
^-depart  to  ihinc  own  quarters  willi  all  tbe  silence  thou 
may'st." 

The  minstrel  wrapt  himself  in  liig  cloak' without  rejJy, 
though  perhaps  not  without  feeling  some  resentment  at 
a  dismissal  so  unceremonious. 

instil 

Hi. 
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The  siibject  on  which  tlicmiiKl  lias  lusibccn  engaged 
ot  nighl  is  apt  to  occupy  our  tliouglns  c\X'ii  during  slum- 
ber, wlicii  Imagiiialiuii,  uncorrected  by  llie  uvl;iids  of 
sunstt,  weaves  her  owii  fuuliislic  wcb  out  of  whatever 
i<leas  rise  at  raiiduiu  in  the  tiJeejier.  It  is  not  surprising, 
dicrtiforc,  that  De  Lacy  in  liis  drcains  liad  some  confused 
idea  of  being  idenOCcd  wiih  the  unlucky  Mark  of  Corn- 
wall;  and  that  he  awakened  from  such  unpleasant  visions 
with  a  brow  more  clouded  than  «vhen  he  was  preparing 
for  liis  coDcli  on  the  evening  hafisre.  He  was  silent,  and 
seemed  lost  in  Ihouglit,  white^Ks  squire  assisted  at  his 
levee  with  respect  now  only  pai^o  sovereigns.  "  Guar- 
inc,"  at  length  he  s^id,  "  knoi^  you  tlie  stout  Fleming, 
who  was  said  to  have  borne  him  so  well  at  the  siege 
of  tlie  Garde  Doloureuse  ? — a  tajl,  big,  brawny  man." 

"  Surely,  my  lord,"  ansivcrej'  his  stiuife  ;  "  I  know 
Wilkin  Flammock — I  saw  liim  but  yesterday." 

"  Indeed  !"  replied  the  Constable — "  Here,  meanest 
thou  ? — In  tliis  city  of  Gloucester .''"  ^ 

"Assuredly,  my  good  lord.  He  came  hiiher  partly 
about  his  merchandize,  partly,  I  think,  to  see  his  daugh- 
ter Rose,  who  is  in  attendance  on  llic  gracious  young 
Ijady  Eveline." 

"  He  is  a  stout  soldier,  is  he  not  ?" 

"Like  most  of  his  kind — a  rampart  to  a  castle,  but 
rubbish  in  the  field,"  said  the  Norman  squire. 

"  Faithful,  also,  is  ho  not  ?'t  eontimied  llie  Constable. 

"  Faithful  as  most  Flemini;^,  while  you  can  pay  for  Aeit 

I     faith,"  replied  Guuiuo,  irondering  a  liltle  at.  \\\c  utovwiA 
i/aereM  taken  in  oiiQ  whom  he  cUcemcd  a  \)emi  oV  «& 
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inferior  order ;  when,  after  some  farther  inquiries,  the 
Constable  ordered  tlie  Fleming's  attendance  to  be  pre- 
sently commanded. 

Other  business  of  the  morning  now  occurred,  (for  his 
speedy  departure  required  many  arrangements  to  be 
hastily  adopted,)  when,  as  tlie  Constable  was  giving  au- 
dience to  several  officers  of  his  troops,  tlie  bulky  figure 
of  Wilkin  Flammock  was  seen  at  the  entrance  of  the 
pavilion,  in  jerkin  of  white  cloth,  and  having  only  a  knife 
by  his  side. 

"  Leave  the  tent,  my  masters,"  said  De  Lacy,  "  but 
continue  in  attendance  in  tlie  neighbourhood  ;  for  here 
comes  one  I  must  speak  to  in  private." 

The  officers  withdrew,  and  tlie  Constable  and  Flem- 
ing were  left  alone.  "  You  are  Wilkin  Flammock,  who 
fonglit  well  against  the  Welch  at  tlic  Garde  Doloureuse  ?" 

"  1  did  my  best,  my  lord,"  nnsw-ered  Wilkin — "  I  was 
bounds  to  it  by  my  bargain ;  and  I  hope  ever  to  act  like 
a  man  of  credit."  A 

"  Melhinks,"  said  thtConstable,  "  that  you,  so  stout 
of  limb,  iind,  as  I  hcar|.6o  bold  in  spirit,  might  look  a 
little  higher  than  this  weaving  trade  of  tliine." 

'•  No  one  is  reluctant  to  mend  his  station,  my  lord,** 
said  Wilkin  ^   "  yet  am  I  so  far  from   complaining  of 
mine,  that  I  would  willingly  consent  it  should  never  be  ' 
better,  on  condition  I  could  be  assured  it  were  never 
worse." 

''  Niiy,  but,  Flammock,"  said  Hio  Constable,  "  I  mean 
liii2;lier  tilings  for  you  than  jour  modesty  apprehends — ^I 
mean  to  leave  thee  in  a  charge  of  great  trust." 

"  Let  it  concern  bales  of  drapery,  my  lord,  and  no 
one  will  perform  it  better,"  said  the  Fleming. 

"  Away  !  thou  art  too  lowly-minded,"  said  the  Con- 
stable. "  What  think'st  thou  of  being  dubbed  knidkt, 
as  thy  valour  well  deserves,  and  left  as  Chattelain  of  tlie 
Garde  Doloureuse  ?" 

"  For  the  knighthood,  my  lord,  I  should   crave  your 
forgiveness  ;  (or  it  wou\A  s\t  o\\  mc  like  a  gilded  helmet 
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on  1  hog.     For  any  charge,  whether  of  castle  or  cot- 
tagey  I  trust  I  might  discharge  it  as  well  as  another." 

*'  I  fear  me  thy  rank  must  be  in  some  way  mended," 
said  the  Constable,  surveying  the  unmilitary  dress  of  tlie 
figure  before  him ;  ''  it  is  at  present  too  mean  to  befit  the 
protector  and  guardian  of  a  young  lady  of  high  birth 
and  rank." 

*'  I  the  guardian  of  a  young  lady  of  birth  and  rank  !" 
said  Flamroock,  his  light,  large  eyes  turning  larger, 
lighter,  and  rounder  as  he  spoke. 

"  Even  thou,"  said  the  Constable.  **  The  Lady  Eve- 
line proposes  to  take  up  her  residence  in  her  castle  of 
the  Garde  Doloureusc.  I  have  been  casting  about  to 
whom  I  may  intrust  the  keeping  of  her  person,  as  well  as  of 
the  stronghold.  Were  I  to  choose  some  knight  of  name,  as 
I  have  many  in  my  household,  he  would  be  setting  about 
to  do  deeds  of  vassalage  upon  the  Welch,  and  engaging 
himself  in  turmoils,  which  would  render  the  safety  of  the 
castle  precarious ; .  or  he  would  be  absent  on  feats  of 
chivnlry,  tournaments,  and  hunting  parties  ;  or  he  would, 
perchance,  have  shows  of  tliat  light  nature  under  the 
walls,  or  even  witliin  the  courts  of  the  castle,  turning  the 
secluded  and  quiet  abode,  which  becomes  the  situation 
of  the  Lady  Eveline,  into  the  niisnilc  of  a  dissolute  revel. 
— ^Thec  I  can  confide  in — thou  wilt  fisrht  when  it  is  re- 
quisitc,  yet  wilt  not  provoke  tlangcr  for  tlic  sake  of  (hiii- 
gcr  itself — thy  birth,  thy  habits,  will  lead  thee  to  avoid 
those  gaieties,  which,  however  fasc!naliii<!;  to  otheis, 
cannot  but  be  distasteful  to  thee — thy  management  will 
be  as  regular,  as  I  will  take  care  ihat  it  shall  he  honour- 
able ;  and  tliy  relation  to  her  favourite,  Rose,  will  ren- 
der thy  guardianship  more  agreeable  to  the  Lady  Eve- 
line, than,  perchance,  one  of  her  own  rank — And,  to 
ipeak  to  tliee  a  langua&:e  which  tliy  nation  readily  com- 
prehends, the  reward,  Flemins:,  for  the  reG;ular  discharge 
of  this  most  weighty  trust,  shall  be  beyond  thy  most  flat« 
lering  hope." 
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The  Fleming  had  listened  to  the  first  part  of  this  dis- 
course with  an  expression  of  surprise,  which  graduaUj 
gave  way  to  one  of  deep  and  anxious  reflection.  He 
gazed  fixedly  on  the  earth  for  a  minute  after  the  Con- 
stable  had  ceased  speaking,  and  then  raising  up  his  eyes 
suddenly,  said,  "  It  is  needless  to  seek  for  roundabout 
excuses.  This  cannot  be  your  earnest,  my  lord — but  if 
it  is,  the  scheme  is  nought/' 

^'  How,  and  wherefore  f "  a3ked  the  Constable,  with 
displeased  surprise. 

'*  Another  man  might  grasp  at  your  bounty,"  continued 
Wilkin,  <<  and  leave  you  to  take  chance  of  the  value  yoa 
were  to  receive  for  it ;  but  I  am  a  downright  dealer,  I 
will  not  take  payment  for  service  I  cannot  render." 

"  But  I  demand,  once  more,  wherefore  tliou  canst 
not,  or  rather  wilt  not,  accept  this  tnist  }^^  said  the  Con- 
stable. '^  Surely,  if  I  am  willing  to  confer  such  ccmfr 
dcnce,  it  is  well  thy  part  to  answer  it." 

"  True,  my  lord,"  said  the  Fleming  ;  "  but  methinks 
the  noble  Lord  de  Lacy  should  feel,  and  the  wise  L^ord 
de  Lacy  should  foresee,  that  a  Flemish  weaver  is  no 
fitting  guardian  for  his  plighted  bride.  Think  her  shut 
up  in  yonder  solitary  castle,  under  such  respectable  pro- 
tection, and  reflect  how  long  the  place  will  be  solitary  in 
this  land  of  love  and  of  adventure  !  We  shaU  have  min- 
strels singing  ballads  by  the  thrcave  under  our  windows, 
and  such  twangling  of  harps  as  would  be  enough  to 
frighten  our  walls  from  their  foundations,  as  clerks  say 
happened  to  those  of  Jericho — We  shall  have  as  many 
knights- errant  around  us  as  ever  had  Charlemagne,  or 
King  Arthur.  Mercy  on  me  !  A  less  matter  than  a  fine 
and  noble  recluse  immured — so  will  they  term  it — in 
a  tower,  under  the  guardianship  of  an  old  Fiendish 
weaver,  would  bring  half  the  chivalry  in  England  round 
us,  to  break  lances,  vow  vows,  display  love-Kveries,  and 
I  know  not  what  follies  besides  — ^Think  you  such  eal- 
lauts,  with  the  blood  flying  throuu;h  their  veins  like  quick- 
silver,  would  much  mind  my  bidding  them  begone  r* 
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"  Draw  bolts,  up  with  the  draw-bridge,  drop  portcul- 
lis," said  the  Constable  with  a  constrained  smile. 

**  And  thinks  your  lordship  such  gallants  would  mind 
these  impediments  ?  Such  are  the  very  essence  of  tlie 
adventures  which  they  come  to  seek. — ^Thc  Knight  of 
the  Swan  would  swim  tlirough  tlie  moat — he  of  the 
Eagle  would  fly  over  the  walls — he  of  tlie  Thunderbolt 
would  burst  open  the  gates." 
;    "  Ply  cross-bow  and  mangonel — "  said  De  Lacy. 

"  And  be  besieged  in  form,"  said  the  Fleming,  "  like 
the  castle  of  Tintadgel  in  the  old  hangings,  all  for  the 
k>ve  of  fair  lady  ? — ^And  then  those  gay  dames  and  de- 
moiselles, who  go  upon  adventure  from  castle  to  castle, 
from  tournament  to  tournament,  with  bare  bosoms,  flaunt- 
ing plumes,  poniards  at  tlieir  sides  and  javelins  in  their 
hands,  chattering  like  magpies,  and  fluttering  like  jays, 
and,  ever  and  anon,  cooing  like  doves, — how  am  I  to 
exclude  such  from  the  Lady  Eveline's  privacy  .^" 

"  By  keeping  doors  shut,  I  tell  thee,"  answered  the 
Constable,  still  in  the  same  tone  of  forced  jocularity  ; 
"  a  wooden  bar  will  be  thy  warrant." 

*'  Ay,  but,"  answered  Flammock,  "  if  the  Flemish 
weaver  say  thuty  wlien  the  Norman  young  lady  says  open, 
think  which  has  best  chance  of  being  obeyed  ?  At  a  word, 
my  lord,  for  the  matter  of  guardianship,  and  such  like,  I 
wash  my  hands  of  it — I  would  not  undertake  to  be  guard- 
i^  to  the  chaste  Susannah,  though  she  lived  in  an  en- 
chanted castle  which  no  living  thing  could  approach." 

**  Thou  boldest  the  language  and  thoughts,"  said  Do 
Lacy,  ^'  of  a  vulgar  debauchee,  who  laughs  at  female 
coDstaacy,  because  he  has  lived  only  with  the  most 
worthless  of  the  sex.  Yet  thou  should'st  know  the  con- 
trary, having,  as  I  know,  a  most  virtuous  daughter — " 

**  Whose  mother  was  not  less  so,"  said  Wilkio,  break-* 
ing  in  upon  the  Constable's  speech  with  somewhat  more 
emotion  tlian  he  usually  displayed.     '*  But  law,  my  lord, 

ei?e  me  authority  to  govern  and  direct  my  >vife,  as  both 
vr  and  nature  give  me  power  and  charge  ovet  m>(  d^w^-^ 
ter»    Hat  wbicb  I  can  govern,  I  can  be  ausvv^t^V^  ^^"^  \ 
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but  how  to  discharge  me  so  well  of  a  delegated  trust,  is 
auotlier  question. — Stay  at  home,  my  good  lord,"  con- 
tinued tlie  honest  Fleming,  observing  tiiat  his  speech 
made  some  impression,  upon  De  Lacy  ;  *'  let  a  fool's  ad« 
vice  for  once  be  of  avail  to  change  a  wise  man's  purpose, 
taken,  let  mc  say,  in  no  wise  hour.  Remain,  in  your 
own  land — rule  your  own  vassals — and  protect  your  own 
bride.  You  only  can  claim  her  cheerful  love  and  ready 
obedience  ;  and  sure  I  am,  that,  without  pretending  to 
guess  what  she  may  do  if  separated  from  vou,  she  wiU, 
under  your  own  eye,  do  the  duty  of  a  faithtul  and  a  lov- 
ing sj>ouse." 

"  And  the  Holy  Sepulchre  ?"  said  the  Constable,  with 
a  sigh,  his  heart  confessing  the  wisdom  of  the  advice, 
which  circumstances  prevented  him  from  following. 

^*  Let  those  who  lost  the  Holy  Sepulchre  regain  it,  my 
lord,"  replied  Flammock.  '<  If  those  Latins  and  Greeks, 
as  they  call  them,  are  no  better  men  than  I  have  heard, 
it  signifies  very  litde  whether  tliey  or  the  heathen  have 
the  country  that  has  cost  Europe  so  much  blood  and 
treasure." 

^'  In  good  faith,"  said  the  Constable,  "  there  is  sense 
in  what  diou  say'st ;  but  I  caution  thee  to  repeat  it  not, 
lest  thou  be  taken  for  a  heretic  or  a  Jew.  For  me,  my 
word  and  oath  are  pledged  beyond  retreat,  and  I  have 
only  to  consider  whom  I  may  best  name  for  that  import 
tant  station,  whicli  thy  caution  has — not  without  some 
shadow  of  reason — induced  thee  to  decline." 

^'  There  is  no  man  to  whom  your  lordship  can  so 
naturally  or  honourably  transfer  such  a  charge,"  said 
Wilkin  Flammock,  '*  as  to  the  kinsman  near  to  you,  and 
possessed  of  your  trust ;  yet  much  better  would  it  be 
were  there  no  such  trust  to  be  reposed  in  any  one.'' 

'^  If,"  said  die  Constable,  "  by  my  near  kinsman,  you 
mean  Randal  de  Lacy,  I  care  not  if  I  tell  you,  that  1 
consider  him  as  totally  worthless,  and  imdeserving  of 
honourable  confidence." 

^'  Nay,  I  mean    another,"  said  Flammock,  <<  nearer 
1o  you  by  blood,  and,  un\cs«  \  ^te^aii:^  \sive9cB!k^^\BMRk 
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Higher  also  in  afiection — ^I  had  in  mind  your  nephew, 
Damian  de  Lacy." 

The  Constable  started  as  if  a  wasp  had  stung  him  ; 
but  instantly  replied,  with  forced  composure,  "  Damian 
was  to  have  gone  in  ray  stead  to  Palestine — it  now  seems 
1  must  go  in  his ;  for,  since  this  last  illness,  the  leeches 
have  totally  changed  their  minds,  and  consider  that 
warmth  of  the  climate  as  dangerous,  which  they  former- 
ly decided  to  be  salutary.  But  our  learned  doctors,  like 
our  learned  priests,  must  ever  be  in  the  right,  change 
their  counsels  as  they  may  ;  and  we  poor  laymen  still 
in  the  wrong.  I  can,  it  is  true,  rely  on  Damian  witli  the 
utmost  confidence  ;  but  he  is  young,  Flammock — ^very 
young — and,  in  that  particular,  resembles  but  too  nearly 
the  party  who  might  be  otherwise  committed  to  his 
charge." 

"Then  once  more,  my  lord,"  said  the  plain-spoken 
Fleming,  "  remain  at  home,  and  be  yourself  the  protector 
of  what  is  naturally  so  dear  to  you." 

**  Once  more  I  repeat  that  I  cannot,"  answered  the 
Constable.  ^'  The  step  which  I  have  adopted  as  a  great 
duty,  may  perhaps  be  a  great  error — I  only  know  that  it 
is  irretrievable." 

"  Trust  your  nephew,  then,  my  lord,"  replied  Wilkin 
— **  he  is  honest  and  true  ;  and  it  is  better  trusting  youiig 
lions  than  old  wolves.  He  may  err,  perhaps,  but  it  will 
not  be  from  premeditated  treachery." 

**  Thou  art  right,  Flammock,"  said  the  Constable  ; 
**  and  perhaps  I  ought  to  wish  I  had  sooner  asked  thy 
counsel,  blunt  as  it  is.  But  let  what  has  passed  be  a 
secret  betwixt  us  ;  and  bethink  thee  of  sometliing  that 
may  advantage  thee  more  than  the  privilege  of  speaking 
about  myaffairs." 

"  That  accompt  will  be  easily  settled,  my  lord,"  re- 
plied Flammock  ;  "  for  my  object  was  to  ask  your  lord- 
drip's  favour  to  obtain  certain  extensions  of  our  privileges, 
in  yonder  wild  corner  where  we  Flemings  have  made 
oor  retreat.'' 

SI  *       VOL.    I. 
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'^  Thou  shah  have  them,  so  they  he  not  exiniiitaiity" 
said  the  Constable.  And  the  honest  Flemingy  among 
whose  good  qualities  scrupulous  delicacy  was  not  the 
foremost,  hastened  to  detail,  with  great  minuteness,  the 
particulars  of  his  request  or  petition,  long  pursued  in  vain, 
but  to  wliich  this  interview  was  the  means  of  insuring 
success. 

The  Constable,  eager  to  execute  the  resolution  which 
he  had  foFmed,  hastened  to  the  lodging  of  Damian  de 
Lacy,  and,  to  tlie  no  small  astonishment  of  his  nephew, 
intimated  to  him  his  change  of  destination  ;  alleging  his 
own  hurried  departure,  Damian's  late  and  present  illnessi 
together  with  the  necessary  protection  to  be  aflbrded  to 
the  Lady  Eveline,  as  reasons  why  his  nephew  must  needs 
remain  behind  him — to  represent  him  during  hb  absence 
— to  protect  the  family  rights,  and  assert  the  family  hon- 
our of  the  house  of  Dc  Lacy — above  all,  to  act  as  the 
guardian  of  the  young  and  beautiful  bride,  whom  hb 
uncle  and  patron  liad  been  in  some  measure  compelled 
to  abandon  for  a  time. 

Damian  yet  occupied  his  bed  while  the  Constable  com- 
municated  this  change  of  purpose.  Perhaps  he  might  think 
the  circumstance  fortunate,  that  in  this  position  he  could 
conceal  from  his  uncle's  observation  the  various  emotions 
which  he  cquld  not  help  feeling  ;  while  the  Constable, 
with  the  eagerness  of  one  who  is  desirous  of  hastily  finish- 
ing what  he  has  to  say  on  an  unpleasing  subject,  hurried 
over  an  account  of  the  arrangements  which  he  had  made« 
in  order  tliat  his  nephew  might  have  the  means  of  dis- 
charging, witli  sufficient  effect,  the  important  trust  Com- 
mitted to  him. 

The  youth  listened  as  to  a  voice  in  a  dream,  which  he 
had  not  the  power  of  interrupting,  though  tliere  was 
something  within  him  which  whispered  there  would  be  both 
prudence  and  integrity  in  remonstrating  against  his  uncle's 
alteration  of  plan.  Sometliing  he  accordingly  attempted 
to  say,  when,  the  Constable  at  length  paused  ;  but  k  was 
too  feebly  spoken  to  shake  a  resolution  fully  though  baa- 
ii'iy  adopted,  Imd  expAicii\y  \uaTxo>]iSic^^>Vl  ^sca  ^kaV^^ 
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ae  to  speak  before  his  purpose  was  fixed,  or  to  alter  it 
rhen  it  was  declared. 

The  remonstrance  of  Damian,  besides,  if  it  could  be 
ermed  such,  was  spoken  in  terms  too  contradictory  to  be 
utelligible.  In  one  moment  he  professed  his  regret  for 
be  laurek  which  he  had  hoped  to  gather  in  Palestine, 
nd  implored  his  uncle  not  to  alter  his  purpose,  but 
lermit  him  to  attend  his  banner  tliither ;  and  in  the  next 
entence,  he  professed  his  readiness  to  defend  the  safety 
if  Lady  Eveline  with  the  last  drop  of  his  blood.  De 
jacy  saw  nothing  inconsistent  in  these  feelings,  tliough 
bey  were  for  the  moment  contradictory  to  each  other, 
t  was  natural,  he  thought,  that  a  young  knight  should  be 
esirous  to  win  honour — natural  also  tliat  he  should  will- 
ugly  assume  a  charge  so  honourable  and  important  as 
bat  with  which  he  proposed  to  invest  him ;  and  therefore 
e  thought  it  was  no  wonder  that,  assuming  his  new  office 
rillingly,  the  young  man  should  yet  feel  regret  at  losing 
be  prospect  of  honourable  adventure,  which  he  must 
bandon.  He  therefore  only  smiled  in  reply  to  the  brok- 
n  expostulations  of  his  nephew ;  and,  having  confirmed 
is  former  arrangement,  left  the  young  man  to  reflect  at 
sisure  on  his  change  of  destmation,  while  he  himself,  in 

second  visit  to  the  Benedictine  Abbey,  communicated 
be  purpose  which  he  had  adopted,  to  the  Abbess,  and 
)  his  bride-elect. 

The  displeasure  of  the  former  lady  was  in  no  measure 
bated  by  this  communication  ;  in  which,  indeed,  she 
fiected  to  take  very  little  interest.  She  pleaded  her 
eligidus  duties,  and  her  want  of  knowledge  of  secular 
flSiirs,  if  she  should  chance  to  mistake  the  usages  of 
be  world  ;  yet  she  had  always,  she  said,  understood, 
bat  the  guardians  of  the  young  and  beautiful  of  her 
wn  sex  were  chosen  from  the  more  mature  of  the  other. 

^  Tour  own  unkindness,  lady,"  answered  the  Consta- 
te, "  leaves  me  no  better  choice  than  I  have   made. 
Knee  the  Lady  Eveline's  nearest  friei^s  deny  her  the 
ffirilege  of  their  roof,  on  account  of  the  c^nv  v;\^ 
±kA  she  has  honoured  me,  I,  on  my  side,  vreie  N9Qit%& 


348  TALES  OT  TUB   CmVtAllBBS. 

than  ungrateful  did  I  not  secure  for  her  the  protection 
of  my  nearest  male  heir.  Damian  is  young,  but  he  is 
true  and  honourable  ;  nor  does  the  chivalry  of  England 
afford  me  a  better  choice." 

Eveline  seemed  surprised,  and  even  struck  with  con- 
sternation, at  the  resolution  which  her  bridegroom  thus 
suddenly  announced  ;  and  perhaps  it  was  fortunate  that 
the  remark  of  the  Lady  Abbess  made  tlie  answer  of  the 
Constable  necessary,  and  prevented  him  from  observiDg 
that  her  colour  shifted  more  than  once  from  pale  to  deep 
red. 

Rose,  who  was  not  excluded  from  the  conference, 
drew  close  up  to  her  mistress  ;  and,  by  affecting  to  ad- 

{'ust  her  veil,  while  in  secret  she  strongly  pressed  her 
land,  gave  her  time  and  encouragement  to  compose  her 
mind  for  a  reply.  It  was  brief  and  decisive,  and  an- 
nounced with  a  firmness  which  showed  that  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  moment  had  passed  away  or  been  sup- 
pressed. "  In  case  of  danger,"  she  said,  "  she  wouJd 
not  fail  to  apply  to  Damian  de  Lacy  to  come  to  her  aid, 
as  he  had  once  done  before ;  but  she  did  not  appre- 
hend any  danger  at  present,  within  her  own  secure  cas- 
tle of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  where  it  was  her  purpose 
to  dwell,  attended  only  by  her  own  household.  She  was 
resolved,"  she  continued,  ^'  in  consideration  of,  her  pe- 
culiar condition,  to  observe  the  strictest  retirement,  which 
she  expected  would  not  be  violated  even  by  the  noUe 
young  knight  who  was  to  act  as  her  guardian,  unless  some 
apprehension  for  her  safety  made  his  visit  unavoidable." 
The  Abbess  acquiesced,  though  coldly,  in  a  proposal, 
which  her  ideas  of  decorum  recommended  ;  and  pre- 
parations were  hastily  made  for  the  Lady  Eveline's  re- 
turn to  the  castle  of  her  father.  Two  interviews  which 
intervened  before  her  leaving  the  convent,  were  in  their 
-nature  painful.  The  first  was  when  Damian  was  fonnaUy 
presented  to  her  by  his  uncle,  as  the  delegate  to  whom 
he  had  committed  the  charge  of  his  own  property,  and, 
tvhich  was  much  dearer  to  hliU)  as  he  affirmed,  the  pro* 
tection  of  her  person  and  lut^ie^* 
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Eveline  Bcarpo  misted  herself  with  one  ginncc ;  but 
that  single  look  compreiieiided  nnd  reported  to  her  the  rav- 
age which  disease,  aided  by  secret  gricr,  had  made  on  the 
manly  form  and  handsome  countenance  of  tlic  youth  be- 
fore her.  She  received  his  saluttitton  in  a  manner  as 
.  embarrassed  as  that  in  which  it  was  made  ;  and,  to  his 
1  hesitating  prnfTcr  of  service,  answered,  tliat  she  trusted 
oa)y  to  be  obliged  to  him  for  his  good-will  during  the 
micrral  of  his  uncle's  absence. 

Her  parting  with  the  Constable  was  the  next  trial  which 
she  was  to  undergo.  It  was  not  without  emotion,  al- 
though she  preser^'cd  her  modest  coni]»osure,  and  De 
Lacy  his  calm  gravity  of  deporinicm.  His  voice  falter- 
ed, however,  when  he  came  to  announce,  "  that  it  were 
unjiist  she  should  be  bound  by  the  engagement  which 
she  had  been  graciously  contented  to  abide  under.  Three 
years  he  had  assigned  for  its  term  ;  to  which  space  the 
Archbishop  Baldwin  had  consented  to  shorten  the  period 
of  hts  absence.  If  I  appear  not  when  those  arc  elapsed," 
be  said,  "  let  the  I^ady  Eveline  concKide  that  the  grave 
holds  De  Lacy,  and  seek  out  for  her  mate  some  happier 
man.  She  cannot  find  one  more  grateful,  though  there 
are  many  who  better  deserve  her." 

On  these  terms  they  parted ;  and  the  Constable,  speed- 
ily aflerwards  cm~barking,  ploughed  the  narrow  seas  for 
the  shores  of  Flanders,  where  he  proposed  to  unite  his 
forces  with  the  Count  of  that  rich  and  warlike  countrj-, 
who  had  lately  taken  tlie  Cross,  and  to  proceed  by  the 
route  which  should  be  found  most  practicable  on  their 
destination  for  the  Holy  Land.  The  broad  pennon, 
with  the  arms  of  the  Lacys,  streamed  forward  with  a 
favourable  wind  from  the  prow  of  the  vessel,  as  if  point- 
ing Id  tlie  quarter  of  the  horizon  where  its  renown  was 
to  be  augmented  ;  and,  considering  tlic  fqme  of  the 
leader,  and  the  excellence  of  the  soldiers  wito  followsd 
him,  a  more  gallant  band,  in  proportion  to  their  nuin* 
ben,  iierer  went  to  avenge  on  the  Saracens,  the  cvila 
endured  b/ the  Iisttiis  of  Polcslinc. 
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Meanwhile  Eveline,  after  a  cold  parting  with  tb 
bcss,  whose  ofTended  dignity  had  not  yet  ibrgivc 
slight  regard  which  she  had  paid  to  her  opinion,  res 
her  journey  homeward  to  her  paternal  castle,  whei 
household  was  to  be  arranged  in  a  manner  suggest 
tlie  Constable,  and  approved  of  by  herself. 

The  same  preparations  were  made  for  her  acco: 
'dation  at  every  halting- place  which  she  had  experi* 
upon  her  journey  to  Gloucester,  and,  as  before,  thi 
veyor  was  invisible,  although  she  could  be  at  little  ) 
guess  his  name.  Yet  it  appeared  as  if  the  charac 
tliese  preparations  was  in  some  degree  altered.  Al 
realities  of  convenience  and  accommodation,  witi 
most  perfect  assurances  of  safety,  accompanie< 
ever}^  where  on  the  route  ;  but  they  were  no  longer  ] 
led  with  that  display  of  tender  gallantr}'  and  taste,  i 
marked  that  the  attentions  were  paid  to  a  youni 
beautiful  female.  The  clearest  fountain-head,  an 
most  shady  grove,  were  no  longer  selected  for  the  i 
tide  repast  ;  but  the  house  of  some  franklin,  or  a 
abbey,  afforded  the  necessary  hospitality.  All  se 
to  be  ordered  with  the  most  severe  attention  to  rani 
decorum — it  seemed  as  if  a  nun  of  some  strict  c 
rather  than  a  young  maiden  of  high  quality  and  i 
inheritance,  had  been  journeying  through  the  land  : 
Eveline,  though  pleased  with  the  delicacy  which  se 
thus  to  respect  her  unprotected  and  peculiar  cond 
would  sometimes  think  it  unnecessary,  that,  by  so  ; 
indirect  hints,  it  should  be  forced  on  her  recollectio 

She  tliought  it  strange  also,  that  Damian,  to  whose 
she  had  been  so  solemnly  committed,  did  not  evei 
his  respects  to  her  on  the  road.  Something  then 
which  whispered  to  her,  that  close  and  frequent  : 
course  might  be  unbecoming— even  dangerous ;  but 
ly  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  knight  and  gentleman  en} 
him  some  personal  communication  with  the  maiden  i 
his  escort,  were  it  only  to  ask  if  her  accommodi 
bad  been  made  to  her  sa\\s(ac^oTvv  ot  if  she  had 
special  wish  which  was  ungcaufi^^*  Ttv^  o^^  vqxkkc 
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however,  which  took  place  betwixt  them,  was  through 
meaos  of  Amelot,  Damian  de  Lacy's  youtliful  page,  who 
came  at  morn  and  evening  to  receive  Eveline's  com- 
mands concerning  their  route,  and  the  hours  of  journey 
ind  repose. 

These  formalities  rendered  the  solitude  of  Eveline's 
retom  less  endurable ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  die  so- 
ciety of  Rose»  she  would  have  found  herself  under  an 
intolerably  kksomc  degree  of  constraint.  She  even 
haxarded  to  her  attendant  some  remarks  upon  the  singu- 
larity of  De  Lacy's  conduct,  who,  authorized  as  he  was 
by  his  situation,  seemed  yet  as  much  afraid  to  approach 
her  as  if  she  had  been  a  basilisk. 

Rose  let  the  first  observation  of  this  nature  pass  as  if 
it  had  been  unheard  ;  but  when  her  mistress  made  a 
second  remark  to  the  same  purpose,  she  answered,  Aviih 
the  truth  and  freedom  of  her  character,  thouo;li  pcrliaps 
with  less  of  her  usual  prudence,  "  Damian  de  Lacy 
judges  well,  noble  lady.  He  to  whom  llie  safe  keeping 
of  a  royal  treasure  is  intrusted,  should  not  indulge  him- 
self too  often  by  gazing  uj)on  il." 

Ei'eline  blushed,  wrapt  herself  closer  in  her  veil,  nor 
did  she  au;ain  during  their  journey  mention  the  name  of 
Damian  de  Lacv. 

When  the  grey  turrets  of  the  Garde  Dolourcuse  greet- 
ed her  sii^ht  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  and  she 
once  more  beheld  her  father's  banner  floating  from  its 
highest  watch-tower  in  honour  of  her  approach,  her  sen- 
sations were  mingled  with  pain  ;  but,  u])on  the  whole, 
she  looked  towards  that  ancient  home  as  a  j)lace  of  refuge, 
where  she  might  indulge  the  new  train  of  thoughts  which 
circumstances  had  opened  to  her,  amid  the  same  scenes 
which   had  sheltered  her  infancy  and   childhood.  • 

She  pressed  forward  her  palfrey,  to  reach  the  ancient 
portal  as  soon  as  possible,  bowed  hastily  to  the  well- 
known  faces  which  showed  themselves  on  all  sides,  bat 
spoke  to  no  one,  until,  dismounting  at  the  chapi.^l  door, 
■jhe  bad  penetrated  to  the  crypt,  in  w\uc\\  wjis  \>tcso\\vi\ 
eb?  nuruculous  painting.     I'hcre,  proslralc  oiv  v\v^  ^\ov\v\\, 
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she  implored  the  guidance  and  protection  of  die  Rolf 

Virgin  Uirough  tliose  intricacies  in  which  she  had  involv-  J 
ed  herself,  by  fulfilment  of  die  vow  which  she  had  mad« 
in  her  anguish  before  the  same  shrine.  If  the  prayer  was 
misdirected,  its  purport  was  virtuous  and  sincere  ;  nor 
are  we  disposed  to  doubt  diat  it  attained  that  Heareo 
towards  which  it  wab  devoutly  addressed.  i 


CHAPTER  XXU. 

The  \'ir|pii's  iniag:o  falls — yel  some,  I  wccn. 
Not  uiiforgivcii  tlie  supplioiit  knee  mi^it  bend, 
A»  to  a  vi&ihic  i^iwer,  in  whieh  might  btcml 
AH  tliat  MQs  mix*d,  and  reconcikf  1  in  her 
Of  mother's  love  with  maiden's  pnrily. 
Of  high  with  low,  celestial  i^  ith  terrene. 

Words  wuRTH. 

The  household  of  the  Lady  Eveline,  though  of  an 
estnblislinient  bcconiing  her  ])rcsent  and  future  rank, 
was  of  a  solunui  and  sequestered  character,  correspond- 
ing to  her  place  of  residence,  and  the  privacy  connected 
with  her  situation,  retired  as  she  was  from  the  class  of 
maidens  who  are  yet  unengaged,  and  yet  not  united  with 
that  of  matrons,  who  enjoy  the  protection  of  a  married 
name.  Her  immediate  female  attendants,  witli  whom  the 
reader  is  already  acquainted,  constituted  almost  her  whole 
society.  The  ptrrison  of  the  castle,  besides  household 
servants,  consisted  of  veterans  of  tried  faith,  the  follow- 
rs  of  Bercnger  and  of  De  I^cy  in  many  a  bloody  6eld, 
to  whom  the  duties  of  watcliins;  and  warding  were  as 
familiar  as  any  of  their  more  ordinary  occupations,  and 
whose  courage,  nevertheless,  tempered  by  age  and  expa- 
rience,  was  not  likely  to  engage  in  any  rash  adventure  or 
acchicntiil  quarrel.  These  men  maintained  a  constanL 
and  watchful  guard,  comuvauAcA  \>^-  v\\c  'oXxrw^t^^WvMii- 
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der  the  eye  of  Fatlicr  Aldrovand,  who,  besides  discharg- 
ing his  ecclesiastical  functions,  was  at  times  pleased  to 
show  some  sparkles  of  his  ancient  military  education. 

Whilst  this  garrison  afforded  security  against  any  sud- 
den attempt  on  the  part  of  tlie  Welch  to  surprise  tlie 
casdc,  a  strong  hody  of  forces  were  disposed  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  ready,  on  the  least  alarm, 
to  advance  to  defend  the  place  against  any  more  numerous 
body  of  invaders,  who,  undeterred  by  the  fateof  Gwenwyn, 
might  have  the  hardihood  to  fonn  a  regular  siege.  To  this 
band,  which,  under  the  eye  of  Damian  de  Lacy  himself, 
was  kept  in  constant  readiness  for  action,  could  be  added 
00  occasion  all  tlie  military  force  of  the  Marches,  com- 
prising the  numerous  bodies  of  Flemings,  and  other  for- 
eigners, who  held  then*  establishments  by  military  tenure. 
While  the  fortress  was  thus  secure  from  hostile  violence, 
the  life  of  its  inmates  was  so   unvaried  and  simple,  as 
might  have   excused  youth  and  beauty  for  wishing  for 
variety,  even  at  the  expense  of  some  danger.      The 
hbours  of  the  needle  were  only  rc^eved  by  a  walk  round 
the  battlements,  where  Eveline,  as  she  passed  arm  in  arm 
with  Rose,  received  a  military  salute  from  each  sentinel 
in  turn,  or  in  the  coort-yard,  where  the  caps  and  bonnets 
of  the  domestics  paid  her  the  same  respect  which  she 
received  above  from  the  pikes  and  javelins  of  tlic  ward- 
ers.    Did  they  wish  to  extend  their  airing  beyond  tlie 
castle  gate,  it  was  not  sufliclent  that  doors  and  bridges 
were  to  be  opened  and  lowered ;  there  was  besides  an 
escort  to  get  under  arms,  who,  on  foot  or  horseback  as 
the  case  might  require,  attended  for  the  security  of  the 
Lady  Eveline's  person.     Without  tliis  military  attendance 
tliey  could  not  in  safety  move  even  so  far  as  tlie  mills, 
where  honest  Wilkin  Flammock,  his  warlike  deeds  fo  ' 
gotten,  was  occupied  witli  his  mechanical  labours.      But 
if  a  further  disport  was  intended,  and  the  Lady  of  tlie 
Garde  Doloureuse  proposed  to  hunt  or  hawk  for  a  few 
hours,  her  safety  was  not  confided  to  a  guard  so  feeble 
as  the  garrison  of  tb^  cdLsHiQ  could  afford*    \x  v;^^  hm^^v 
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sary  that  Raoul  sliould  announce  her  purpose  to 
by  a  special  messenger  despatched  the  evening  beforei 
that  there  might  be  time  bctbre  day-break  to  scour,  with 
a  ])ody  of  light  cavalry,  tlie  region  in  which  she  intended 
to  take  her  pleasure ;    and  sentinels  were  placed  in*all 
suspicious  places  while  she  continued  in  the  field.     In 
truth,  she  tried,  upon  one  or  two  occasions,  to  make  an 
excursion,  without  any  formal  annunciation  of  her  inten- 
tion ;  but  all  her  purposes  seemed  to  be  known  to  Damian 
as  soon  as  they  were  formed,  and  she  was  no  sooner 
abroad  than  parties  of  archers  and  spearmen  from  his  camp 
were  seen  scouring  the  valleys,  and  guarding  the  moun* 
tain-pass,  and  Damian's  own  plume  was  usually  bebdd 
conspicuous  among  the  distant  soldiers. 

The  formality  of  these  preparations  so  much  allayed 
the  pleasure  derived  from  the  sport,  that  Eveluie  seldom 
resorted  to  amusement  which  was  attended  with  such 
bustle,  and  put  in  motion  so  many  persons. 

The  day  being  worn  out  as  it  best  might,  in  the  evening 
Father  Aldrovand  w^^  wont  to  read  out  of  some  holy 
legend,  or  from  the  homilies  of  some  departed  saint,  such 
passac^es  as  lie  deemed  fit  for  tlie  hearing  of  his  little 
congregation.  Sometimes  also  he  read  and  expounded 
a  chapter  of  the  Holy  Scripture  ;  but  in  such  cases,  the 
good  man's  attention  was  so  stran|c:ely  turned  to  llie  milita- 
ry part  of  the  Jewish  history,  tliat  he  was  never  able  to 
quit  the  L>ooks  of  Judges  and  of  Kings,  together  witli  tlie 
triumphs  of  Judas  Maccabeus ;  altliough  tlie  manner  in 
which  he  illustrated  the  victories  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  was  much  more  amusing  to  himself  than  edifying 
to  his  female  audience. 

Sometimes,  but  rarely,  Rose  obtained  permission  for 

^  strolling  minstrel  to  entertain  an  hour  with  his  ditty  of 
love  and  chivalry  ;  sometimes  a  pilgrim  from  a  distant 
shrine,  repaid  by  long  tales  of  the  w^onders  which  he  had 
seen  in  other  lands,  the  hospitality  which  the  Garde  Dol- 
ourcuse  afforded  ;  and  sometimes  also  it  hapi>ened,  that 
Uie  interest  and  intercession  o(  \\\c  liriu^- woman  obtained 

admission  for  travelling  mcTcW\\\*i  w  )^\:^^%^ni>w^^^ 
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the  risk  of  tlioir  lives,  found  profit  by  carrying  from  cas- 
tle to  castle  the  materials  of  rirh  drosses  and  female  or- 
naments. 

The  usual  visits  of  mendicants,  of  jn2;ii;lers,  of  travel- 
ling jesters,  are  not  to  he  for2;olten  in  this  list  of  aunise- 
ments  ;  and   though  his  nation  subjected  liim  to  close 
watch  and  observation,  even  tlie  Welch  hard,  with   his 
huge    harp  strung  with  horso  hair,  was  sometimes  ad- 
mitted to  vary  the  uniformity  of  their  secluded  life.     IJnt, 
saving  such  amusements,  and  saving  also  the  regular  at- 
tendance  upon  the  religious  duties  at  the  chapt^l,  it  was 
impossible  for  life  to  glide  away  in  more  wearisome  mo- 
notony  than   at   the   castle  of  the  Garde   Doloureuse. 
Since  the  death  of  its  hravc  owner,  to  whom  feasting  and 
hospitality  seemed  as  natural  as  thoughts  of  honour  and 
deeds  of  chivalry,  the  gloom  of  a  convent  might  he  said 
to  have  enveloped  the  ancient  mansion  of  Raymond  lie- 
rengor,  were  it  not  that  the  presence  of  so  many  armed 
warders,  stalking  in  solemn  state  on  the  battlements,  gave 
it  rather  the  aspect  of  a  state-prison  ;  and   the  temi)er 
of  the  inhabitants  gradually  became  iufectud  by  the  char- 
acter of  their  dwellins;. 

The  spirits  of  Eveline  in  particular  felt  a  depression, 
which  her  naturally  lively  temper  was  quite  inadequate 
to  resist  ;  and  as  her  ruminations  became  graver,  had 
caught  tliat  calm  and  contemplative  manner,  which  is 
so  often  united  with  an  arrk'nt  and  enthusiastical  tem- 
perament. She  meditated  deeply  upon  the  former  ac- 
cidents of  her  hfe ;  nor  can  it  be  wondered  that  her 
thoughts  repeatedly  wandered  back  to  the  two  several 
periods  on  which  she  had  witnessed,  or  supposed  that 
she  had  witnessed,  a  supernatural  appearance.  Then  it 
was  that  it  often  seemed  to  her,  as  if  a  good  and  evil 
power  strove  for  mastery  over  her  destiny. 

Solitude  is  favourable  to  feelings  of  self-importance  ; 
and  it  is  when  alone,  and  occupied  only  Avith  their  own 
tlioughts,  that  fanatics  have  reveries,  and  imac;ined  saints 
lose  themselves  in  imnginnry  ecstasies.    \V\\\\  Yi\^\\\\^ 
//w  saHuence  of  enthusiasm  went  not  aurU  dl  Wx^xNa,^^'^ 
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it  seemed  to  her  as  if  in  die  vision  of  the  night  Ae 
soractimes  the  as|)ect  of  the  Lady  of  the  Garde  Dokxir^ 
euse,  bending  upon  her  glances  of  pity,  comfort,  and 
protection ;  sometimes  the  ominous  form  of  the  Saxon 
castle  of  Baldriugham,  holding  up  the  bloody  band  as 
witness  of  the  injuries  with  which  she  had  b^n  treated 
while  in  life,  and  menacing  with  revenge  tlie  descendant 
of  her  murderer. 

On  awaking  from  such  dreams,  Eveline  would  reflect 
that  she  was  the  last  branch  of  her  bouse-— a  house  to 
which  tlie  tutelage  and  protection  of  the  miraculous 
Image,  and  tlic  enmity  and  evil  influence  of  the  re« 
.  vcLgeful  Vanda,  had  been  peculiarly  attached  for  ages. 
It  seemed  to  her  as  if  she  were  the  prize,  for  the  dis- 
posal of  which  the  benign  saint  and  vindictive  fiend  were 
now  to  play  their  last  and  keenest  game. 

Thus  thinking,  and  experiencing  little  interruption  of 
her  meditations  from  any  external  circumstance  of  inter- 
est and  amusement,  she  became  pensive,  absent,  wrapt 
herself  up  in  contemplations  which  witlidrcw  her  atten- 
tion from  the  conversation  around  her,  and  walked  in 
the  world  of  reality  Uke  one  who  is  still  in  a  dream. 
When  she  thought  of  her  engagement  with  the  Constable 
of  Chester,  it  was  with  resignation,  but  without  a  wish, 
and  almost  without  an  expectation,  that  she  would  be 
called  upon  to  fulGl  it.  She  had  accomplished  her  vow 
by  accepting  the  faith  of  her  deliverer  in  exchange  for 
her  own  ;  and  although  she  held  herself  willing  to  redeem 
tlie  pledge — nay,  would  scarce  confess  to  herself  the 
reluctance  with  wliich  she  thought  of  doing  so— -yet  it  is 
certain  that  she  entertained  unavowcd  hopes  that  Our 
Lady  of  tlie  Garde  Doloureuse  would  not  be  a  severe 
creditor ;  but,  satisfied  with  the  readiness  she  had  shown 
to  accomplish  her  vow,  would  not  insist  upon  her  claims 
in  its  full  rigour.  It  would  have  been  the  blackest  in- 
gratitude, to  have  wished  that  her  gallant  deliverer, 
whom  she  had  so  much  cause  to  pray  for,  should  expe- 
rience any  of  those  fatalities  vrV\vc\\  m  \lve  HqIy  Land  so 
often  changed  the  laurcl-wrea\h  Va\o  cN'\vt^s»  \  Wv  ^iiw& 
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accidents  chanced,  tvhen  men  had  been  long  abroad,  to 
alter  those  purposes  with  which  they  liad  left  home. 

A  strolling  minstrel,  who  sought  the  G«irde  Doloureuse, 
Iiad  recited,  for  the  amusement  of  the  lady  and  house- 
hold, the  celebrated  lay  of  the  Count  of  Gleichen,  who, 
already  married  in  his  own  country,  laid  himself  under  so 
many  obligations  in  the  east  to  a  Saracen  princess,  through 
whose  means  he  achieved  his  freedom,  that  he  married 
her  also.  The  Pope  and  his  conclave  were  pleased  to 
approve  of  the  double  wedlock,  in  a  case  so  extraordina- 
ry ;  and  the  good  Count  of  Gleichen  shared  his  nnptial 
bed  between  two  wives  of  equal  rank,  and  now  sleeps 
between  them,  under  the  same  monument. 

Tlic  commentaries  of  the  inmates  of  tlic  castle  had 
been  various  and  discrepant  upon  this  legend.  Father 
Aldrovand  considered  it  as  altogether  false,  and  an  unwor- 
thy calumny  on  the  head  of  the  church,  in  afHrming  his 
Holiness  would  countenance  such  irregularity.  Old 
Marjory,  with  the  tender-heartedness  of  an  ancient  nurse, 
wept  bitterly  for  pity  during  the  tale,  and  never  question- 
ing either  the  power  of  the  Pope,  or  tlie  pro|>rieiy  of  his 
decision,  was  pleased  that  a  mode  of  extrication  was  found 
for  a  complication  of  love  distresses  which  seemed  almost 
inextricable.  Dame  Gillian  declared  it  unreasonable,  that,^ 
since  a  woman  was  only  allowed  one  husband,  a  man 
should,  under  any  circumstances,  be  permiiled  to  have  two 
wives  ;  whilst  Raoul,  glancing  lowanis  her  a  look  of  ver- 
juice, pitied  the  deplorable  idiocy  of  the  man  who  could 
be  fool  enough  to  avail  himself  of  such  a  privilege.' 

"  Peace,  all  the  rest  of  you,"  said  the  L/ady  Eveline  ; 
"  and  do  you,  ray  dear  Rose,  tell  me  your  judgment  upon 
this  Count  of  Gleichen  and  his  two  wives." 

Rose  blushed,  and  replied,  "  SJie  was  not  much  ac- 
customed to  think  of  such  matters  ;  but  that,  in  her  ap- 
prehension, the  wife  who  could  be  contented  with  but  one 
half  of  her  husband's  affections,  had  never  deserved  to 
engage  the  slightest  share  of  them." 

"Tboii  art  partly  rights  Rose,"  said  VAe\\\\e  \  *''' ^tv^ 
aetbiaks  die  European  iady,  when  s\\e  fov\v\d  \\etw\V 
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outslione  by  tlie  young  and  beautiful  foreign  princess,    , 
would  have  hesi  consulif  d   her  own  dignity  in  rcstgaing    I 
the  place,  and  giving  itie  Holy  Failier  no  more  tioubte 
than  in  annulling  tlie  marriage,  as  has  been  done  in  cue* 
of  more  frequent  occurrence." 

This  she  said  with  an  air  of  indifference  and  evee 
g&iety,  wliicli  intimated  to  her  faithful  attendant  with  bow 
litde  effort  she  berself  could  have  made  such  a  sacrifice, 
and  served  to  indicate  the  state  of  her  affections  towardi 
tlie  Constable.  But  there  was  another  than  the  Conttt- 
ble  on  whom  her  thoughts  turned  more  frequently,  though 
involuntarily,  than  perhaps  in  prudence  ihey  should  ban 
done. 

The  recollections  of  Damian  de  Lacy  bad  not  been 
erased  from  Eveline's  mind.  They  were,  indeed,  renew- 
ed by  hearing  his  name  so  often  mentioned,  and  by 
knowing  that  lie  was  almost  constantly  in  tlie  neighbour 
hood,  with  his  whole  attention  fixed  upon  her  conven- 
ience, interest,  and  safety  ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  » 
far  from  waiting  on  her  in  person,  lie  never  even  attempt- 
ed, by  a  direct  communication  with  herself,  to  coosull 
her  pleasure,  even  u}>on  what  most  concerned  her. 

The  messages  conveyed  by  Father  Aldrovand,  or  by 
Jlosc,  to  Ameiot,  Damian's  page,  while  they  gave  an  tir 
of  formnliiy  to  their  intercourse,  which  Eveline  thou^ 
unnecessary,  and  even  unkind,  yet  served  to  6x  her  U- 
tention  upon  the  connection  between  them,  and  to  keep 
it  ever  present  to  her  memory.  The  remark  by  whicb 
Rose  had  vindicated  the  distance  observed  by  her  youib- 
ful  guardian,  sometimes  arose  to  her  recollection  ;  and 
white  Jier  soul  repelled  with  scorn  die  suspicion,  tbat,  in 
an^asc,  his  presence,  whether  at  intervals  or  constandy, 
coiild  be  prejudicial  lo  his  uncle's  interest,  she  conjured 
up  various  arguments  for  giving  him  a  frequent  place  m 
her  memory. — Was  it  not  her  duty  to  lliink  of  Danuin 
often  and  kindly,  as  the  Constable's  nearest,  best-loved, 
and  most  trusted  relative  ? — Was  he  not  her  former  de- 
liverer  and  her  present  piaiffiaa^ — Ki^&ini^ft.VN&wttbe 
conadered  aa  an  iDBttunwnV  b^iVMi  ^avjVf^^i  \(^'te 


THB   BBTIATHSll.  859 

irine  patuMiess,  in  rendering  eSectual  the  protection 
ilh  wluch  she  bad  graced  her  in  more  tlian  one  einer- 
incy  ? 

Eveline's  mind  mutinied  against  tlie  rcslriclions  wliich 
ere  laid  on  their  intercourse,  as  against  something  nliich 
ferred  suspicion  and  degradation,  like  tiie  compelled 
tclusion  to  which  alie  had  heard  tJie  Paynim  infidels  of 
le  East  subjected  their  females.  Why  should  she  see 
ST  guardian  only  in  the  benefits  vhich  he  conferred  upon 
er,  and  the  cares  he  took  for  her  safety,  and  hear  bis 
intimenis  only  by  the  mouth  of  otlicrs,  as  if  one  of  them 
id  been  infected  with  the  plague,  or  some  oilier  fatal  or 
feciious  disorder,  which  might  render  their  meeting  dan- 
srous  to  the  otlier  ? — And  if  ibey  did  meet  occasion- 
ly,  what  else  could  be  the  consequence,  save  that  the 
ire  of  a  brother  towards  a.  sister — of  a  trusty  and  kitid 
lardian  to  the  betrotlicd  bride  of  his  near  relative  and 
moured  patron,  might  render  llic  melancholy  seclusion 
'  the  Ciarde  Dolonreuse  more  easy  to  be  endured  by  one 
I  young  ill  years,  and,  tliougli  dcjeeled  by  present  cir- 
imstanccs,  naturally  so  gay  in  temjtcr  ? 
Yet,  Utougli  ibis  train  of  reasoning  appeared  to  Eveline, 
hen  tracing  it  in  her  own  mind,  so  conclusive,  that  sho 
nreral  times  resolved  to  communicate  her  view  of  th^ 
isG  to  Rose  Flamnlock,  it  so  chanced  thai,  whenever 
le  looked  on  the  calm  steady  blue  eye  of  tlie  Flemish 
ajden,  and  remembered  that  her  nnblemisbcd  faith  was 
ixcd  with  a  sincerity  and  plain  deabng  proof  against 
reiy  consideration,  she  feared  lest  she  might  be  subjectr- 
]  in  tiic  opinion  of  licr  attendant  to  suspicions  from 
hich  her  own  mind  freed  her ;  and  her  proud  ISpnnan 
Hrit  revolted  at  the  idea  of  being  obliged  to  justify  ^r- 
ilf  to  another,  when  she  stood  self-acquiltcd  to  her  own 
iod.  "  Let  things  be  as  they  are,"  she  said  ;  "  and  lot 
I  endure  all  the  weariiAss  of  a  bfe  which  might  be  so 
luly  rendered  more  clieerfid,  rather  than  lliat  this  zca)- 
n  but  punctilious  friend  should,  in  the  strictness  and 
caty  of  her  feelings  on  my  account,  concave  mc  cilYiA:^ 
eacouraging  an  intercourse  nliich  coidd  WtA  \a  %\eA 
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worthy  thouglit  of  mc  in  tlic  mind  of  the  most  scrupulous 
of  mail — or  of  woman-kind."      But  even  this  vacUlation 
of  opinion  and  resolution  tended  to  bring  the  image  of  the 
handsome  youn^  Daniian    more  frequently   before  the 
Lady  Eveline's  fancy,  than  perhaps  his  uncle,  had  he 
known  it,  would  alto^^ether  have  approved  of.     Id  such 
reflections,  however,  she  never  indulged  long,  ere  a  sense 
of  the  singular   destiny  which  liad  liithcrto  attended  her, 
led  her  back  into  the  more  melancholy  comtemplau'ons 
from  which  the  buoyancy  of  her  youtliful  fancy  had  for 
a  short  time  emancipated  her. 


CHAPTER  XXni. 


-Ours  is  the  skip. 


Where  at  what  fow  1  we  please  our  hawk  sliall  flie. 

Rokiolpk, 

One  bright  September  morning,  old  Raoul  was  busy 
in  the  mews  where  he  kept  his  hawks,  grumbling  all  die 
while  to  himself  as  he  stu'vcyed  the  condition  of  each 
bird,  and  blamins'  alternately  the  carelessness  of  the  un- 
der-falconcr,  and  the  situation  of  the  building,  and  the 
weather,  and  the  wind,  and  all  things  around  him,  for 
the  dilapidation  which  time  and  disease  had  made  in  the 
neglected  hawking  establishment  of  the  Garde  Dolour- 
cuse.  While  in  these  unplcasing  meditations,  he  was  sur- 
prised by  the  voice  of  his  beloved  Dame  GilUan,  who 
seldom  was  an  early  riser,  and  yet  more  rarely  visited  him 
when  he  was  in  his  sphere  of  peculiar  autliority.  *'  Raouli 
Raoul !  where  art  thou,  man  f — Ever  to  seek  for,  when 
tliou  canst  make  ought  of  advantage  for  thyself  or  me  !" 
^'  And  what  want'st  thou,  dame  ?"  said  Raoul,  ^^  what 
means  thy  screaming  worse  than  the  sea-gull  before  wet 
weather  ?  A  murniin  on  l\\y  vovec  \  \V  vsv  cwcnml^U  to  fray 
evory  hawk  from  the  percV\,'' 
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*■  Hawk !"  answered  Dame  Gillian ;  ^  it  is  time  to  be 
loking  for  hawks,  when  here  is  a  cast  of  the  bravest  fal- 
3D8  come  hitlier  for  sale  tliat  ever  flew  by  lake,  brook, 
r  meadow." 

^  Kites !  like  her  that  brings  the  news,"   said  RaouL 

*'  No,  nor  kcistrils  like  him  that  hears  it,"  replied 
iiilian  ;  "  but  brave  jerfalcons,  witli  large  nares,  strong- 
f  armed,  and  beaks  short  and  sometliing  bluisli— " 

"  Pshaw,  with  thy  jargon  ! — Where  came  they  from  ?" 
aid  Raoul,  interested  in  the  tidings,  but  unwilling  to  give 
is  wife  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that  he  was  so. 

"  From  the  Isle  of  Man,"  replied  Gillian. 

'*  They  must  be  good,  then,  though  it  was  a  woman 
rought  tidings  of  them,"  said  Raoul,  smiling  grimly  at 
is  own  wit ;  then,  leaving  tlie  mews,  he  demanded  to  know 
here  this  famous  falcon-merchant  was  to  be  met  withal. 

"Why,  between  tlie  barriers  and  die  inner  gate," 
(plied  Gillian,  '^  where  other  men  are  admitted  tliat 
ive  wares  to  utter — Where  should  he  be  ?" 

"  And  who  let  him  in  f "  demanded  the  suspicious 
aoul. 

"  Why,  Master  Steward,  thou  owl !"  said  Gillian ; 
he  came  but  now  to  my  chamber,  and  sent  nie  hitlier  to 
n  you." 

"  Oh,  the  steward — the  steward — I  might  have  guess- 
I  as  much.  And  he  came  to  thy  chamber,  doubtless, 
cause  he  could  not  have  as  easily  come  hitlier  to  me 
nself. — ^Was  it  not  so,  sweetheart  ?" 
"  I  do  not  know  why  he  chose  to  come  to  me  rather 
in  to  you,  Raoul,"  said  Gillian ;  "  and  if  I  did  know, 
rhaps  I  would  not  tell  you.  Go  to — miss  your  bargain, 
make  your  bargain,  I  care  not  which — the  man  will 
K  wait  for  you — ^he  has  good  proffers  from  the  Senes- 
al  of  Malpas,  and  the  Welch  Lord  of  Dinevawr." 
"  I  come — ^I  come,"  said  Raoul,  who  felt  the  necessity 

embracing  this  opportunity  of  improving  his  hawking 
tablisbment,  and  hastened  to  the  gate,  ^ere  he  met  the 
ireiuat,  aiieaded  by  a  servant,  whcAiepl  Vei  ^^^iife 
«#  the  three  falcons  which  he  offered  Sat  sate* 
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The  (irsl  t;Innrc  satisfied  Raoiil  that  they  were  of  ihe 
best  lirei^il  in  Eiprnpe,  and  that,  if  iheir  education  irere 
ill  rniTvs|H)iKivnce  to  (heir  race,  there  could  scarce  b« 
a  more  vuliiablo  udilitioi)  eveti  to  a  myal  mews.  The 
incrcliiiiit  did  not  fiiil  to  enlarge  upon  alt  tlieir  points  of 
excellence;  the  breadth  of  their  shoulders, die  strength 
of  their  train,  their  fnll  and  fierce  dark  eyca,  die  bold- 
ness with  nliic-h  they  endured  the  approach  of  strangers, 
and  the  lively  spirit  and  vigour  with  which  Ihey  pruned 
(heir  phinien,  and  shook,  or,  as  it  wds  technically  termed, 
roused  lliemselves.  He  expatiated  on  the  di/Gruliy  and 
ditngor  with  which  they  were  obtained  from  tho  Rocbof 
liamscy,  on  »hic'h  they  were  bred,  and  which  wss  u 
erry  unriviilled  even  on  the  coast  of  Norway. 

Kaoiil  tiinii'it  apparently  a  deaf  ear  lo  all  these  coift- 
mendiitions.     "Friend  merchant,"  said  he,  "Iknotri 
fitlcon  as  well  ns  iliou  dost,  and  I  will  not  deny  (hat  thine    , 
are  fine  ones ;  but  if  (licy  be  not  carefuliy  trained  and    . 
reclaimed,  1  wonld  ratlier  have  a  goss-hawk  on  my  penh,    \ 
than  the  fairest  f;ilcoii  that  ever  stretched  wiiiglo  weather." 

"  1  grant  ye,"  said  iJie  mcrt-hant ;  "  hut  if  we  agree 
on  the  price,  for  that  is  the  main  matter,  thou  shah  see 
ihc  birds  (ly  if  ilioti  wilt,  and  then  buy  them  or  not  u 
ihoii  likcst.  I  am  no  true  merchant  if  thou  ever  sawest 
birds  beat  tliem,  whether  »t  die  mount  or  tlic  stoop." 

"  Tlmt  I  call  fair,"  said  Kaou),  "  if  the  price  be  eqaaK 

1,  «>.'■ . 

"  ll  shujl  be  corrcspondini:,"  said  the  hawk-merchint} 
"fori  have  brought  six  casts  from  the  island,  by  tbfl 
good  favour  of  good  King  Reginald  of  Man,  and  I  bive 
sold  every  feather  of  them  save  these  ;  and  so,  having 
emptied  my  cages  and  filled  my  purse,  1  desire  not  to  be 
troubled  longer  with  the  residue  ;  and  if  a  good  fellow, 
lind  a  judge,  as  thou  scemesi  to  be,  should  like  the  hawks 
when  he  baa  seen  them  fly,  he  shall  liave  the  price  of 
his  own  makin|!." 

*'  Go  to,"  said  RaonI,  *<  we  will  have  no  blind  ba^ 
gainsj  my  lady,  if  thebawVa^  MiOi^Vei'utaateaUelo 
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ly  for  tlicin  tli»n  ilioii  t<»  i;ivo  tliom  nwny. — Will  a 
izant  bu  a  oomfoniiqlilt!  jiricu  for  tliv  cast  f" 

"  A  bezant.  Master  FaltoiuT  ! — 'Uy  my  faith  you  ura 
obolil  botlL'sniau!  iiuviii'tliuk-ss,duuljlc  your otfcr, audi 
ill  consider  it." 

"  If  llic  bawks  arc  well  reclaimed,"  snid  Raoul,  "  1 
(ill  ffve  you  a  bezant  and  a  liulf,  and  I  will  bcc  tlieiu 
trikc  a  hen>n  ere  1  will  bu  so  rasli  as  deal  with  you." 

*'  It  is  well,"  said  tbe  merchant,  "  and  I  hud  better  tako 
our  oficr  than  be  longer  cumbered  with  them  ;  for  were 

to  carry  tliem  into  Wnlcs,  I  might  get  |>aid  in  a  worse 
ishion  by  some  of  tlieir  loiii;  knives. — Will  you  to  liorse 
resently  i*" 

"  Assuredly,"  said  Raoul ;  ■'  and,  tliough  March  be  the 
tter  month  for  linwking  at  the  heron,  yet  I  will  show  you 
ne  of  these,  frogpeckers  for  tlie  trouble  of  riding  the 
iQttcr  of  a  mile  by  the  water-side." 

"Content,  Sir  Falconer,"  said  the  merchant.  "  IJut 
e  we  to  go  alone,  or  is  there  no  lunl  or  kidy  in  the 
isile  who  would  take  jileasnro  lo  sue  a  jiiere  of  ganiu 
illantly  struck  f  I  am  not  afraid  to  show  these  hawks 
I  a  r(»untess." 

"  My  lady  used  to  love  tlic  sport  well  enough,"  said 
;anul ;  "  hut  I  wot  not  why,  she  is  moped  and  mazed 
iTcr  since  her  father's  death,  and  lives  in  her  fair  casilc 
^eanun  inacloister,  without  dispori  or  revelry  of  any 
lod. — Nevcrtheles.s,  Gilhan,  thou  canst  do  something 
■th  Iier — good  now,  do  a  kind  deed  for  once,  and  move 
;r  to  come  out  and  look  on  this  moruin;;'s  sport — ^The 
mr  heart  hath  seen  no  pastime  tliis  summer." 

**  That  I  will  do,"  quoth  Gillian ;  "  and,  moreover,  I 
ill  show  her  such  a  new  riding-tire  for  the  head,  that  no 
Oman  bom  could  ever  look  at  widiout  the  wish  to  toss  it 
little  in  the  wind." 

As  Gillian  spoke,  it  appeared  to  hnr  jealons-pnted  hus- 
ind  that  he  surprised  a  glance  of  mnro  intelligence  ex- 
langed  betwixt  lier  and  the  trader  than  brief  ac .^uvn^' * 
i<;e  Mcemvil  lo  ivnrrant,  even  wlicn  altuwancc  wa^  n\%^« 
r  tbe  esovme  frankness  of  Dame  GiUtan's  ffvsva^S*oft. 
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He  thought  also,  that,  on  k)oking  more  closety  at  ibe 
merchant,  his  lineaments  were  not  totally  unknown  to 
him  ;  and  proceeded  to  say  to  him  diyly,  '*  We  have  met 
before,  friend,  but  I  cannot  call  to  remembrance  where."* 

"  Like  enough,"  said  the  merchant ;  "  1  have  used  tUi 
country  often,  and  may  have  taken  money  of  you  in  tba 
way  of  trade.  If  I  were  in  fitting  place,  I  would  gladly 
bestow  a  pottle  of  wine  to  our  better  acquaintance.** 

**  Not  so  fast,  friend/'  said  the  old  huntsman  ;  ^  era 
I  drink  to  better  acquaintance  with  any  one,  I  must  bt . 
well  pleased  with  what  I  already  know  of  him.  We  vil 
see  thy  hawks  fly,  and  if  their  breeding  match  thy  brag- 
ging, we  may  perhaps  cnish  a  cup  together.— And  beii 
come  grooms  and  equerries,  in  faith— my  lady  has  coD" 
sented  to  come  forth." 

The  opportunity  of  seeing  tliis  rural  pastime  had  ofie^ 
ed  itself  to  Eveline,  at  a  time  when  the  delightful  briliii^ 
cy  of  the  day,  the  temperance  of  the  air,  and  the  joyoia 
work  of  harvest,  proceeding  in  every  direction  arouadi 
made  the  temptation  to  exercise  almost  irresistible. 

As  tiiey  proposed  to  go  no  farther  than  the  side  of  tba 
neighbouring  river,  near  the  fatal  bridge,  over  which  t 
small  guard  of  infantry  was  constantly  maintained,  Et«- 
line  dispensed  with  any -farther  escort,  and,  contrary  10 
the  custom  of  the  castle,  took  no  one  in  her  train  safi 
Rose  and  Gillian,  and  one  or  two  servants,  who  led  spaa- 
icls  or  carried  appurtenances  of  the  chase.  Raoul,  tba 
merchant,  and  an  equerry,  attended  her  of  course,  each 
holding  a  hawk  on  his  wrist,  and  anxiously  adjusting  tba 
mode  in  which  they  should  tlirow  them  oflT,  so  as  best  to 
ascertain  tlie  extent  of  their  powers  and  training. 

When  these  important  points  had  been  adjusted,  tho 
party  rode  down  the  river,  carefully  looking  on  every  sido 
for  the  object  of  their  game  ;  but  no  heron  was  seen 
stalking  on  the  usual  haunts  of  the  bird,  although  there 
was  a  heronry  at  no  great  distance. 

Few  disappointments  of  a  small  nature  are  more  teas* 

/f7£i/jan  that  of  a  sportsman,  w\io,V».v\a^  set  out  with  aB 

mcSns  and  appliances  for  desVcuc\\«l^'C^MH».^%BS^^hl 
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there  is  none  to  be  met  with  ;  because  he  conceives  him- 
;»cir,  with  liis  full  sliooting  trim  mid  his  empty  game-pouch, 
to  be  subjected  to  tlie  sneer  of  every  passing  rustic.  The 
party  of  the  Lady  Eveline  felt  all  tlic  degradation  of 
such  disappointment. 

"  A  fair  country  this,*'  said  the  merchant,  "  where, 
QD  two  miles  of  river,  you  cannot  find  one  poor  heron  !^' 

"  It  is  the  clatter  those  d d  Flemings  make  with 

their  water-mills  and  fulling-mills,"  said  Raoul ;  "  they 
destroy  good  sport  and  good  company  wherever  they 
come.  But  were  my  lady  willing  to  ride  a  mile  or  so 
brther  to  the  Red  Pool,  I  could  show  you  a  long-shanked 
feDow  who  would  make  your  hawks  canceller  till  their 
brains  were  giddy." 

"  The  Red  Pool !"  said  Rose  ;  "  thou  knowest, 
Raoul,  it  is  mare  than  throe  miles  beyond  the  bridge, 
tod  lies   up  towards  the  hills." 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  Raoul,  "  another  Flemish  freak  to 
ipoil  pastime  !  I'hcy  are  not  so  scarce  on  th(»  Marches 
these  Flemish  wenches,  that  they  ^^hould  fear  being  hawk- 
ed at  by  Welch  haggards." 

*'  Raoul  is  right,  Rose,"  answered  Eveline ;  "  It  is 
absurd  to  be  cooped  up  like  birds  in  a  cage,  when  all 
around  us  has  been  so  uniformly  quiet.  I  am  determin- 
ed to  break  out  of  bounds  for  once,  and  see  sport  in  our 
)Id  fashion,  without  being  surrounded  with  armed  men  hke 
xrisoners  of  state.  We  will  merrily  to  the  Red  Pool, 
reach,  and  kill  a  heron  like  free  maids  of  the  Marches." 
**  Let  me  but  tell  my  father,  at  least,  to  mount  and 
bllow  us,"  said  Rose — for  they  were  now  near  the  re- 
stablished  manufacturing  houses  of  the  stout  Fleming. 
*•  I  care  not  if  thou  dost.  Rose,"  s?iid  Evehne  ;  "  yet 
redit  me,  girl,  we  will  be  at  the  Red  Pool,  and  thus  far  ^ 
n  our  way  home  again,  ere  thy  fatiier  has  donned  his 
est  doublet,  girded  on  his  two-handed  sword,  and  ac- 
otitred  his  strong  Flanderkin  elephant  of  a  horse,  which 
c  judiciously  names  Sloth — nay,  frown  not — and  lose 
23     VOL.  I.' 
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not,  in  justifying  thy  fatlier,  Uie  time  that  may  be  better 
spent  in  calling  him  out." 

Rose  rode  to  tlie  mills  accordingly,  wbeD  Wilkin 
Flammock,  at  the  command  of  his  Uege  mistress,  readi- 
ly hastened  to  get  his  steel  cap  and  habergeon,  aad  or- 
dered hnlf-a-dozen  of  his  kinsmen  and  servants  to  get 
on  horseback.  Rose  remained  witli  him,  to  urge  him 
to  mere  despatch  than  his  methodical  disposition  render- 
ed natural  to  him  ;  but  in  spite  of  all  her  efforts  to  stim- 
ulate liim,  the  Lndy  Eveline  had  passed  the  bridge  more 
than  half  an  hour  ere  ber  escort  was  prepared  to  fol- 
low her. 

Meanwhile,  apprehensive  of  no  evil,  and  riding  gaily 
on,  nitb  the  sensation  of  one  escaped  from  confinement, 
Eveline  moved  forward  on  her  lively  jennet,  as  light  is 
a  lark ;  the  plumes  with  K'liich  Dame  Gillian  bad  deck- 
ed her  riding-bonnet  dancing  in  the  wind,  and  lior  attend- 
ants galloping  behind  her,  with  dogs,  pouches,  lines,  aad     j 
all  other  appurtenances  of  tbc  royal  sport  of  hawking-    j 
After  passini^  tbc  river,  tlie  wild  greensward  path  which    j 
tliey  pursued  begnn  to  wind  upward  among  small  enii-     | 
nences,  sometimes  hare  and  craggy,  sometimes  ovei^ 
grown  niih  bazel,  sloe-thnm,  nnd  other  dwarf  shrubs,  Bod     j 
at  length  suddenly- descending,  brought  them  to  the  verge 
of  a  mountain  rivulet,   that,  like  a  lamh    at  play,  leipt 
merrily  from  rock  to  rock,  seemingly  uncertain  wlikh 

"  This  little  stream  was  always  my  favourite.  Dame 
Gillian,"  said  Eveline,  '■  and  now  mctbinks  it  leaps  die 
lighter  that  it  sees  me  again." 
''  "  Ah  !  lady,"  said  Dame  Gillian,  whose  turn  for  con- 
versation never  extended  in  such  cases  beyond  a  few 
•  phrases  of  gross  flattery,  "  many  a  fair  knight  wouhl 
leap  should cr-heigbt  for  leave  to  look  on  you  ss  free  u 
the  brook  may  !  more  especially  now  that  you  have 
donned  that  riding-cap,  which,  in  exquisite  delicacy  of 
invention,  nietbinks  is  a  bowshot  before  aught  that  I 
'ever  jnvfnlcd — Whul  iliinke^t  thou,  Raoul?" 
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"Ilhink,"  answered  bcr  well-natured  helpmate,"  that 
women's  tongues  wure  contrived  to  drive  all  the  game 
3ut  of  the  country. — Here  we  come  near  to  the  spot 
where  we  hope  tu  speed,  or  nowliere ;  wherefore,  pray, 
my  sweet  lady,  he  silent  yourself,  and  keep  your  followers 
es  tnuch  so  as  their  natures  will  permit,  while  we  steal 
along  the  bank  of  (lie  pool,  under  the  wind,  with  our 
hawks'  hoods  cast  loose,  all  ready  for  a  flight." 

As  he  spoke  they  advanced  about  a  hundred  yards 
up  the  brawling  stream,  until  the  httle  vale  through  which 
it  flowed,  making  a  very  sudden  turn  to  one  side,  show- 
ed them  tile  Red  Pool,  the  superfluous  water  of  which 
Ibrraed  the  rivulet  itself. 

This  mountain  lake,  or  tarn,  as  it  is  called  m  soma 
countries,  was  a  deep  basin  of  about  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference, hut  rather  oblong  than  circular.  On  the  side 
next  to  our  falconers  arose  a  ridge  of  rock,  of  a  dark 
red  hue,  giving  name  to  the  pool,  wliich,  reflecting  this 
massive  and  dusky  barrier,  appeared  to  partake  of  its 
colour.  On  the  opposite  side  was  a  heatliy  hill,  whoso 
KUtumoal  bloom  had  not  yot  faded  from  purple  to  rus- 
Kt;  its  surface  was  varied  by  the  dark  green  furze 
ud  llie  fern,  and  in  inuny  places  grey  chffs,  or  loose 
■tones  of  the  same  colour,  formed  a  contrast  to  the  ruddy 
precipice  to  which  they  lay  opposed.  A  natural  road  of 
beautiful  sand  was  formed  by  a  bejich,  which,  extending 
ill  tlie  way  around  the  lake,  separated  its  waters  from 
the  precipitous  rock  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  tlie  oilier 
from  tlie  steep  and  broken  hill  ;  and  being  nowhere  less 
than  fire  or  six  yards  in  breadth,  and  in  most  places 
greatly  more,  ofiercd  around  its  whole  circuit  a  tempt- 
ing opportunity  to  the  rider,  who  desired  to  exercise  and 
breathe  tho  horse  on  which  be  was  mounted.  The  verg0 
E>r  the  pool  on  the  rocky  side  was  here  and  there  strew- 
Bd  with  fragmenU  of  large  size,  detached  from  the  preci- 
pice above,  but  not  in  such  quantity  as  to  encumber  this 
rieasant  horse-course.  Many  of  Uicse  rocky  masses, 
luvio^  passed  the  margin  of  the  water  \n  v\\€ai  l'a]fi^\'K^ 
f  i/tere  like  small  islets ;  and,  p\atei  MtvQ^^ 
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a  little  archipelago,  tlie  quick  eye  of  Raoiil  detected  die 
heron  which  they  were  in  search  of. 

A  monient^s  cx)nsuhat]on  was  held  to  consider  in  what 
manner  tlicy  should  approach  tlie  sad  and  solitaiy  bird, 
wliich,  unconscious  tliat  itself  was  the  object  of  a  formi- 
dable ambuscade,  stood  motionless  on  a  stone,  by  the 
brink  of  the  lake,  watching  for  such  small  fish  or  water- 
reptiles  as  niii^ht  chance  to  pass  by  its  lonely 
A  brief  debate  took  place  betwixt  Raoul  and  the  hmi 
merchant  on  the  best  mode  of  starting  the  quany,  ac 
to  allow  Lady  Eveline  and  her  attendants  the  moot 
feet  view  of  the  flight.  The  facihty  of  killing  the 
at  X\\Q  far  je.tice  or  at  tl\e  jcitee  ferri — that  is,  upon 
hither  or  farther  side  of  the  pool — was  anxiously  di 
in  language  of  breathless  importance,  as  if  some 
and  perilous  enterprize  was  about  to  be  executed. 

At  length  the  arrangements  were  fixed,  and  the 
began  to  advance  towards  the  aquatic  hermit,  wlio,| 
this  time  aware  of  their  approach,  drew  himself  up^ 
his  full  height,  erected  his  long  lean  neck,  spread  his 
broad  fan-hke  wings,  uttered  his  usual  clanging  ciy,  and, 
projecting  his  length  of  thin  legs  far  behind  him,  rose 
upon  the  gentle  breeze.  It  was  then,  with  a  loud  whoop 
of  encourngement,  that  the  merchant  threw  oflT  the  noble 
hawk  he  bore,  having  first  unhooded  her  to  give  her  a 
view  of  her  quarry. 

Eager  ns  a  frigate  in  ehase  of  some  rich  galleon,  dart- 
ed the  falcon  towards  the  enemy,  which  she  had  been 
taught  to  pursue  ;  while,  preparing  for  defence,  if  ho 
should  be  unable  to  escape  by  flight,  the  heron  exerted 
all  his  powers  of  speed  to  escape  from  an  enemy  so 
formidable.  Plying  his  almost  unequalled  strength  of 
%ring,  he  ascended  high  and  higher  in  the  air,  by  short 
gyrations,  that  the  hawk  might  gain  no  vantage  ground 
for  pouncing  at  him ;  while  his  spiked  beak,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  so  long  a  neck  as  enabled  him  to  strike  an 
object  H  a  yard's  distance  in  every  direction,  possessed 
/or  any  Ic^'i  <:pirited  assailavxl  all  the  terrors  of  a 
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Another  hmik  was  now  tlirown  off,  and  encouraged  by 
tlie  faalloos  of  the  falconer  to  join  her  companion.  Both 
kept  mounting,  or  scaJing  the  ajr,  as  h  were,  by  a  succes- 
non  of  ■mall  circles,  endeavouring  to  gain  tliat  superior 
btrigfat  which  the  lieron  od  his  pan  was  hcnt  to  preserve ; 
and  toUie  exquisite  delight  of  tlic  spectators,  the  contest 
ivis  conbnued  until  all  llirec  were  well  nigh  mingled  with 
the  fleecy  clout'^i  from  ivhich  was  occasionally  heard  tlio 
imd  plainliTe  cry  of  tlie  quarry,  appealing  as  it  were 
L  heaven  which  he  nas  approncliing,  against  the 
JcrueJtyof  tliose  by  whom  he  was  persecuted. 
IgU)  one  of  the  falcons  Iiod  readied  a  pitch  from 
Be  ventured  to  stoop  at  die  heron  ;  but  so  judi- 
Kd  the  quarry  meJnmin  his  defence,  as  to  receive 
Kak  the  stroke  which  the  falcon,  sliooting  down 
■descent,  had  made  against  liis  right  wiiig  ;  so  Uiat 
f  his  enemies,  spiked-  through  the  body  by  his  own 
t,  fell  fliitiering  into  the  lake,  very  near  the  land,  on 
Fnde  farili'.-Ft  from  the  falconers,  and  perished  there. 
"  There  goes  a  gallant  falcon  to  the  fishes,"  said 
Kaoul.     "  Merchant,  thy  cake  is  dough." 

Even  as  he  spoke,  however,  the  remaining  bird  had 
irenged  the  fate  of  her  sister ;  for  the  success  which 
the  heron  met  with  on  one  side,  did  not  prevent  his  being 
assailed  on  the  other  ning ;  and  the  falcon  stooping  liold- 
ly,  and  grapphngwith,or,asit  is  called  in  falconry,  itWin^ 
his  prey,  both  cahic  tumbling  down  together,  from  a 
great  height  in  tltc-  air.  It  was  then  no  small  object  on 
llie  part  of  die  falconers  to  oonic  in  as  soon  as  possible, 
lest  the  falcon  shoidd  receive  hurt  from  the  beak  or  tal- 
ons of  the  heron  ;  and  the  whole  party,  tlie  men  setting 
spurs,  and  the  females  switching  their  palfreys,  went  off 
like  the  wind,  sweeping  along  the  fair  and  smoodt  bcacl# 
betwixt  the  rock  and  the  water. 

Lady  Evehne,  far  better  moiniied  than  any  of  her  train, 

lier  spirits  elated  by  (Jic  sport,  and  by  ihe  speed  at  which 

ifae  moved   was  much  sooner  tlian  any  of  her  attendants 

at  the  spot  where  tlie  falcon  and  heron,  still  ea^%^'&^  ^n 

S3*     roi,.  I. 
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their  mortal  strus;gle9  lay  fighting  upon  the  moss }  the 
iving  of  the  latter  having  been  broken  by  the  stoop  oi 
the  former.  The  duty  of  a  falconer  in  such  a  crisis  wtf 
to  rush  in  and  assist  the  hawk,  by  tlirusting  the  heroD's 
bill  into  the  earth,  r.nd  breakin|r  J)is  legs,  and  thus  per- 
niiltine;  the  falcon  to  despatch  liim  on  easy  terms. 

Neitlier  would  the  sex  nor  quality  of  tlic  Lady  Eveline 
have  excused  her  becoming  second  to  lUe  falcon  in  this 
cruel  manner ;  but,  just  as  she  had  dismoimted  for  that 
purpose,  she  was  surprised  to  find  herself  seized  on  by 
a  wild  form,  who  exclaimed  in  Welch,  that  he  wiied 
her  as  a  waifj  for  hawking  on  the  demesnes  of  Dawfjid 
wlih  the  one  eye.  At  the  same  time  many  other  Welch- 
men,  to  the  number  of  ntore  than  a  score,  showed  them* 
selves  from  behind  cras;s  and  bushes,  all  armed  at  poiot 
with  the  axes  called  VVolch  hooks,  long  knives,  darts, 
and  bows  and  arrows. 

Eveline  screamed  to  her  attendants  for  assistance,  and 
at  the  same  time  made  use  of  what  Welch  phrases  she 
possessed,  to  move  the  fears  or  excite  the  compassion  of 
the  outlawed  mountaineers  ;  for  she  doubted  not  that  she 
had  fallen  under  the  power  of  such  a  parly.  When  she 
found  her  requests  were  unheeded,  and  she  perceived  it 
was  their  purpose  to  detain  her  prisoner,  she  disdained  to 
use  farther  entreaties  ;  hut  demanded  at  their  peril  that 
they  should  treat  her  with  respect,  promising;  in  that  case 
that  she  would  pay  them  a  large  ransom,  and  threatening 
them  with  the  vengeance  of  the  Lords  Marchers,  and 
particularly  of  Sir  Damian  de  Lacy,  if  tliey  ventured  to 
use  her  otherwise. 

The  men  seemed  to  understand  her,  and  although  they 
proceeded  to  tie  a  bandage  over  her  eyes,  and  to  bind 
(jier  arms  with  her  own  veil,  yet  they  observed  in  these 
acts  of  violence  a  certain  delicacy  and  attention  both  to 
her  feelings  and  her  safety,  which  led  her  to  hope  that 
her  request  had  had  some  effect  on  them.  They  secured 
her  to  tlie  saddle  of  her  palfrey,  and  led  her  away  with 
them  tlirough  the  recesses  of  the  hills ;  while  she  bod 
ihe  additional  distress  to  \\e^T  \^c\v\ii^  \\<&t  \Vv«  \ioise  of  ■ 
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eonficty  occasbned  by  the  fruitless  eflbrts  of  hdr  retinue 
to  procfure  her  rescue. 

Astooishinent  had  at  first  seized  the  hawking  party, 
wlien  they  saw  from  some  distance  their  sport  interrupt- 
ed by  a  violent  assault  on  their  mistress.  Old  Raoul  val- 
iantly put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  calling  on  the  rest  to  fol- 
ItNrfaim  to  the  rescue,  rode  furiously  towards  the  banditti ; 
bat,  having  no  other  arms  save  a  hawking-pole  and  short 
>«ord,  he  and  those  who  followed  him  in  his  meritorious 
bitt'  inefiectual  attempt  were  easily  foiled,  and  Raoul  and 
000  or  two  of  the  foremost  severely  beaten ;  the  banditti 
nercising  upon  them  their  own  poles  till  they  were  brok- 
en to  splinters,  but  generously  abstaining  from  the  use  of 
loore  dangerous  weapons.  The  rest  of  the  retinue,  com- 
pletely discouraged,  dispersed  to  give  the  alarm,  and  the 
"merchant  and  Dame  Gillian  remained  by  the  lake,  filling 
4e  idr  with  shrieks  of  useless  fear  and  sorrow.  The 
outlaws,  taeanwhile,  drawing  togetlier  in  a  body,  shot  a 
few  arrows  at  the  fugitives,  but  more  to  alarm  than  to 
njuie  them,  and  then  marched  ofi^,  as  if  to  cover  their 
oompanbns  who  had  gone  before,  with  the  Lady  Eveline 
is  their  custody. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Four  raflSans  seized  me  yester  inoni^ 
Alas !  a  maiden  mnst  ibrlorn ! 
•  They  choked  my  cries  with  wicked  might, 

And  bound  me  on  a  palfrey  white. 

COLXRIDGX.  ^ 

Such  adventures  as  are  now  only  recorded  in  works . 
at  mere  fiction  were  not  uncommon  in  the  feudal  ages, 
when  might  was  so  universally  superior  to  right ;   and  it 
followed  that  those  whose  condition  exposed  them  to  fre- 
quent violeoce,  were  more  prompt  in  repeffin^)  ^tvdi  tglot^ 
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patient  in  enduring  it,  than  could  otherwise' have  been 

expected  from  their  sex  and  age. 

The  Lady  Eveline  felt  that  she  was  a  prisoner,  nor 
was  slie  devoid  of  fears  concerning  the  purpose  of  this 
assault ;  but  she  suffered  neither  her  alarm,  nor  the  vio- 
lence witli  which  she  was  hurried  along,  to  de[»ive  ber 
of  the  power  of  obser\ing  and  reflecting.  From  the 
noise  of  hoofs  which  now  increased  around,  she  conclud- 
ed that  the  greater  part  of  the  ruffians  by  whom  she  had 
been  seized  had  betaken  themselves  to  their  horses. 
This  she  knew  was  consonant  to  the  practice  of  the  Wekfa 
marauders,  who,  although  the  small  size  and  sHghtnesB 
of  their  nags  made  them  totally  unfit  for  service  in  battle, 
availed  themselves  of  their  activity  and  sureness  of  boi 
to  transport  them  with  the  necessary  celerity  to  and  from 
the  scenes  of  their  rapine ;  insuring  thus  a  rapid  and  tin- 
perceived  approach,  and  a  secure  and  speedy  retreat. 
These  animals  traversed  without  difficulty,  and  beneadi 
the  load  of  a  heavy  soldier,  the  wild  mountain  paths  by 
which  the  country  was  intersected,  and  in  one  of  which 
Lady  Eveline  Herenger  concluded  she  was  now  engaged, 
from  tlie  manner  in  which  her  own  palfrey,  supported  by 
a  man  on  foot  at  either  rein,  seemed  now  to  labour  up 
some  precipice,  and  anon  to  descend  with  still  greater 
risk  on  the  other  side. 

At  one  of  those  moments  a  voice  which  she  had  not 
yet  distinguislied  addressed  her  in  the  Anglo-Norman 
language,  and  asked,  with  apparent  interest,  if  she  sat 
safely  on  her  saddle,  offering  at  tlie  same  time  to  have 
her  accoutrements  altered  at  her  pleasure  and  convenience. 

"  Insult  not  my  condition  with  the  mention  of  safety," 
said  Eveline  ;  ^^  you  may  well  believe  that  I  hold  my 
Safety  altogether  irreconcilable  with  these  deeds  of  vio- 
lence. If  i  or  my  vassals  have  done  injury  to  any  of  the 
Cymry}^ let  me  know,  and  it  shall  be  amended — If  it  is 
ransom  which  you  desire,  name  the  sum,  and  I  will  send 
an  order  to  treat  for  it  ;  but  detain  me  not  prisoner,  ibr 
that  can  but  injure  me,  and  will  avail  you  nothing." 
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The  Lady  Eveline,"  answered  the  voice,  still  in  a 
i  of  courtesy  inconsistent  with  the  violence  which  she 
aincdy  *^  will  speedily  find  that  our  actions  are  more 
;h  than  our  purposes.'* 

If  you  know  who  I  am,"  said  Eveline,  "  you  cannot 
bt  that  this  atrocity  will  be  avenged — ^you  must  know 
vhose  banner  my  lands  are  at  ))resent  protected." 
Under  De  Lacy's,"  answered  the  voice,  with  a  tone 
ndifference.  "  Be  it  so — falcons  fear  not  falcons." 
1  this  moment  there  was  a  halt,  and  a  cor^fused 
mur  arose  amongst  those  around  her,  who  had  hiih- 

been  silent,  unless  when  nuiltering  to  each  other  in 
ch,  and  as  briefly  as  possible,  directions  which  way  to 
I,  or  cncourageincnt  to  use  haste. 
'hcse  murmurs  ceased,  and  there  was  a  pause  of 
;ral  minutes  ;  at  length  Eveline  again  heard  the  voice 
;h  formerly  addressed  her,  giving  directions  which  she 
d  not  understand.  lie  then  s}X)ke  to  herself,  '*  You 
presently  see,"  he  said,  "  whether  I  have  spoken 
",  when  1  said  I  scorned  the  tics  by  which  you  are  fct* 
d.  But  you  are  at  once  the  cause  of  strife  and  the 
ird  of  victory — ^your  safety  must  be  cared  for  as  time 
admit ;  and,  strange  as  the  mode  of  protection  is  to 
;h  we  are  to  commit  you,  I  trust  the  victor  in  the  ap- 
ching  struggle  will  find  you  uninjured." 
Do  not,  for  tlie  sake  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  let  there 
:rifc  and  bloodshed  !"  said  Eveline  ;  '*  rather  unbind 
3yes,and  let  me  s{>eak  to  those  whose  approach  you 
d.  If  friends,  as  it  would  seenrto  me,  I  will  be  the 
ns  of  peace  between  you." 

I  despise  peace,"  replied  the  speaker.  ''  I  have  not 
srtaken  a  resolute  and  daring  adventure  to  resign  it 
child  doth  his  plaything,  at  the  first  frown  of  fortune.  ' 
ise  to  alight,  noble  lady  ;  or  rather  be  not  offended 
I  thus  lift  you  from  tiie  seat,  and  place  you  on  tlie 
nsward." 

s  he  spoke,  Eveline  felt  herself  lifted  from  her  pal- 
,  and  placed  carefully  and  safely  on  \\\e  e^tovwvd^^  \ti  ^ 
y  posture.    A  moment  after  tl\e  same  ^iciemtVwj 
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valet  who  had  aided  her  to  dismount^  disrobed  her  of  ber 
cap,  the  masterpiece  of  Dame  Gillian,  and  of  ber  upper 
mantle.  '*  I  must  yet  further  require  you,"  said  the  bin- 
dit  leader,  "  to  creep  on  hands  and  knees  into  this  narroir 
aperture.  Believe  me,  I  regret  tlie  nature  of  the  angu- 
lar fortification  to  which  1  commit  your  person  for  safety* 

Eveline  crept  forwards  as  directed,  conceivhig  resist- 
ance to  be  of  no  avail,  and  thinking  that  compliance  with 
the  request  of  one  who  spoke  like  a  person  of  conse- 
quence, might  find  her  protection  against  the  unbridled 
fury  of  the  Welch,  to  whom  she  was  obnoxious,  as  being 
tlie  cause  of  Gwonwj'n's  death,  and  the  defeat  of  the 
Britons  under  the  walls  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse. 

She  crept  then  forwards  tlirough  a  narrow  and  damp 
passage,  built  on  cither  side  with  rough  stones,  and  so 
low  that  she  could  not  have  entered  it  in  any  other  poe- 
ture.  When  she  had  proceeded  about  two  or  three 
yards,  the  passage  opened  into  a  concavity  or  apart- 
ment high  enough  to  permit  her  to  sit  at  her  ease,  and 
of  irregular,  but  narrow  dimensions.  At  the  same  time 
she  became  sensible,  from  the  noise  which  she  heard  be- 
hind her,  that  the  ruHians  were  stopping  up  the  passage  by 
which  she  had  been  thus  introduced  into  the  bowels  of  the 
eardi.  She  could  distinctly  hear  the  clattering  of  stones 
with  which  they  closed  the  entrance,  and  she  became 
sensible  that  tlie  current  of  fresh  air,  which  had  rushed 
through  the  opening,  was  gradually  failing,  and  that  the 
atmosphere  of  the  subterranean  apartment  became  yet 
more  damp,  earthy,  and  oppressive,  than  at  first. 

At  this  moment  came  a  distant  sound  from  witliout,  in 
which  Eveline  thought  she  could  distinguish  cries,  blows, 
the  trampling  of  horse,  the  oaths,  shouts,  and  screams  of 
the  combatants,  but  all  deadened  by  the  rude  walls  of 
her  prison,  into  a  confused  hollow  murmur,  conveying 
such  intelligence  to  her  ears  as  we  may  suppose  the  dead 
to  hear  from  the  world  they  have  quitted. 

Influenced  by  desperation,   under  circumstances  so 
drendfu),  Eveline  struggled  for  liberty  with  such  firautie 
eoergyf  that  she  partly  effecVcA  \i^x  ^vit^ofWi  \s^  Vndu|^ 
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\  from  the  bonds  which  confined  them.  But 
convinced  her  of  tlie  impossibility  to  escape ; 
ing  off  the  veil  which  wrapt  her  head,  she  found 
D  total  darkness,  and  flinging  %r  arms  hastily 
ler,  she  discovered  she  was  cooped  up  in  a  sub- 
1  cavern  of  very  narrow  dimensions.  Her  hands, 
oped  around,  encountered  only  pieces  of  decay- 
I,  and  a  substance  which,  at  another  moment, 
ive  made  her  shudder,  being,  in  truth,  the  moul- 
3nes  of  the  dead.  At  present,  not  even  this  cir- 
:e  could  add  to  her  fears,  immured  as  she  seem- 
to  perish  by  a  strange  and  subterranean  death, 
r  friends  and  deliverers  were  probably  within  a 
Is  of  her.  She  flung  her  arms  wildly  around 
\  of  some  avenue  of  escape,  but  every  eflbrt  she 
liberating  herself  from  die  ponderous  circumval- 
3S  as  ineffectual  as  if  directed  against  the  dome 
ledral. 

loise  by  wblch  Ircr  cars  were  nl  first  assailed  in- 

rapidly,  and  at  one  moment  it  seemed  as  if  the 

of  the  vault  under  which  she  lay  sounded  re- 

to  blows,  or  tlie  shock  of  substances  which  had 

been  thrown,  against  it.     It  was  impossible  that 

brain  could  have  withstood  these  terrors,  operat- 

1  it  so  immediately ;  but  happily  this  extremity 

It  long.     Sounds,  more  hollow,  and  dying  away 

ce,  argued  that  one  or  other  of  the  parties  had 

I ;  and  at  length  all  was  silent. 

le  was  now  left  to  the  undisturbed  contemplation 

wn  disastrous  situation.      The  fight  was  over, 

circumstances  led  her  to  infer,  her  own  friends 

iquerors  ;    for  otherwise  the  victor  would  have 

her  from  her  place  of  confinement,  and  carried 

'  captive  with  him,  as  his  words  had  menaced. 

t  could  the  success  of   her  faithful  friends  and 

;  avail  Eveline,  who,  pent  up  under  a  place  of 

lent  which,  whatever  was  its  character,  must 

aped  their  observation,  was  led  ou  vVve  ^^^  ^\ 

become  again  the  prize  of  the  eucuv^,^w\^ 
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their  band  venture  to  retum»  or  die  in  darknea 
tion,  a  death  as  horrid  as  ever  tyrant  invented,  or  mntjr 
underwent,  and  which  the  unfortunate  young  ladjr  coidd 
not  even  bear  |p  tliink  of,  without  a  prayer  that  her  agony 

might  at  least  be  shortened. 

In  this  hour  of  dread  she  recollected  the  poniard  which 
she  wore,  and  tlie  dark  thought  crossed  her  mind,  that, 
when  Ufe  became  hopeless,  a  speedy  death  was  at  least 
within  her  reach.  As  her  soul  shuddered  at  so  dreadful 
an  alternative,  the  question  suddenly  occurred,  might  not 
this  weapon  be  put  to  a  more  hallowed  use,  and  aid  her 
emancipation,  instead  of  abridging  her  sufferings  f 

This  hope  once  adopted,  the  daughter  of  Raymond 
Uerengcr  hastened  to  prove  the  experiment,  aftd  by  re- 
peated efforts  succeeded,  though  with  difficulty,  in  chang- 
ing her  posture,  so  as  to  admit  of  her  inspecting  her  place 
of  confinement  all  around,  but  particularly  the  passage  by 
which  she  had  entered,  and  by  which  she  now  attempted 
again  to  return  to  the  light  of  day.  She  crept  to  the 
extremity,  and  found  it,  as  she  expected,  strongly  bbck- 
ed  up  with  large  stones  and  earth,  rammed  togetlierio 
such  a  manner  as  nearly  to  extinguish  all  hope  of  escape. 
The  work,  however,  had  been  hastily  performed,  and  life 
and  liberty  were  prizes  to  stimulate  exertions.  With  her 
poniard  slic  cleared  away  the  earth  and  sods — ^with  her 
Iiands,  little  accustomed  to  such  labour,  she  removed  ser- 
eral  stones,  and  advanced  in  her  task  so  far  as  to  obtain 
a  glimmering  of  light,  and,  what  was  scarce  less  precious, 
a  supply  of  purer  air.  Hut,  at  the  same  time,  she  had 
the  misfortune  to  ascertain,  that,  from  the  size  and  mas- 
siveness  of  a  huge  stone  which  closed  the  extremity  of 
the  passage,  there  was  no  hope  that  her  unassisted  strength 
could  effect  her  extrication.  Yet  her  condition  was  im- 
proved by* the  admission  of  air  and  light,  as  well  as  by 
the  opportunity  afforded  of  calling  out  for  assistance. 

Such  cries,  indeed,  were  for  some  time  uttered  in  vain 

— the  field  had  probably  been  left  to  the  dead  and  the 

dyiii^ ;  for  low  and  indistinct  groans  were  the  only  answer 

nhicb  she  received  (or  severoX  uivnnx.^^.      NxV»^^u 


■Its  np(»ted  her  exclamalion,  a  mice,  faint  as  Uint  of 
one  joK  awakened  from  a  SHOon,  pronounced  these  words 
in  answer  : — "  Edris  of  tlie  Earthen  House,  dost  thou 
call  £am  tby  lomb  tothe  wretch  who  just  hastens  lo  his  own  I 
—Are  die  boundaries  broken  down  which  connect  ma 
with  the  living  ? — And  do  1  already  hear,  with  lleslily 
ears,  tlie  faint  and  screaming  accents  of  the  dead  ?" 

"  It  is  no  spirit  who  speaks,"  replied  EvcUno,  overjoy- 
ed at  finding  she  could  at  least  communicate  her  exist- 
ence to  a  living  person — "  no  spirit,  but  a  most  unhappy 
maiden,  Eveline  Berenger  by  name,  immured  beneath 
iliis  dark  vault,  and  in  danger  to  perish  horribly,  unless 
God  send  mc  rescue  !" 

"  Eveline  Bercngcr !"  exclaimed  he  whom  she  ad- 
dressed, in  the  accents  of  wonder.  "  It  is  impossible  ! — 
I  watched  her  green  mantle — 1  watclied  her  plumy  bon- 
net as  I  saw  her  hurried  from  the  field,  and  felt  my  own 
inability  to  follow  to  the  rescue ;  nor  did  force  or  exertion 
altogctiier  leave  mc  till  tlic  waving  of  the  robe  and  the 
dancing  of  the  feathers  were  lost  (o  my  eyes,  and  all  hope 
of  rescuing  her  abandoned  my  heart." 

"  Faithful  vassal,  or  right  true  friend,  or  courteous 
stranger,  whichsoever  I  may  name  ihcc,"  answered  Eve- 
line, "  know  tliou  hast  been  abused  by  tlie  ariilices  of 
these  Welch  banditti — the  mantle  and  head-gear  of  Eve- 
Une  Berenger  tbey  have  indeed  with  them,  and  may  havo 
used  them  to  mislead  lliose  true  friends,  who,  like  thee, 
arc  anxious  for  my  fate.  Wherefore,  brave  sir,  devise 
some  succour,  if  ttiott  canst,  for  thyself  and  me  j  since  I 
dread  tliat  these  ruffians,  when  they  shall  have  escaped 
immediate  pursuit,  will  return  hither,  like  the  robber  to 
lite  hoard  where  he  has  deposited  his  stolen  booty." 

"Now,  the  Holy  Virgin  be  praised,"  said  the  wound- 
ed roan,  "  that  1  can  spend  the  last  hrealh  of  hiy  life  in 
lliy  just  and  honourable  service  !  I  would  not  before  blow 
my  bugle,  lest  I  recalled  from  tlic  pursuit  to  the  aid  of 
my  worthless  self  some  of  those  who  might  he  ellcciually 
engaged  in  iliy  rescue ;  may  HcavcugiaitV  tV\uXv\'iutci:.^ 
S4     vol.,  I. 
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may  now  be  heard,  that  my  eyes  may  yet  lee  iba  Ijdf 

Eveline  in  safely  and  liberty!" 

The  words,  though  spoken  in  a  feeble  tone,  bmibed 
a  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  and  were  followed  by  the  blactof 
a  born,  faintly  winded,  to  which  no  aniiwer  was  mtill 
save  tlie  eclioing  of  the  dell.  A  sharper  and  louder  blitf 
was  then  sent  forth,  but  sunk  so  suddenly,  that  it  seemad  . 
the  breath  of  him  who  sounded  the  instrument  bad  failed 
In  the  eSbrt. — A  strange  tliought  crossed  Eveline's  miod 
even  in  tlial  moment  of  uncertainly  and  terror.  "  Thil," 
she  said,  "  was  tlie  note  of  a  De  Lacy — surely  you  «a- 
not  be  ray  gentle  kinsman.  Sir  Damlan  !". 

"  I  am  that  unbapjiy  wretch,  deserving  of  death  lor  llifl 
evil  care  which  I  have  taken  of  the  treasure  entrusted  to  _ 
mc. — What  was  my  business  to  trust  to  reports  and  ma- 
scngers  ?  I  should  have  worshipped  the  saint  who  wu 
committed  to  my  keepina;,  witli  such  vigilance  as  avarice 
bestows  on  ttic  dross  wiiich  ho  calls  treasure — I  shotild 
have  rested  nowberc,  save  at  your  gale  ;  outivatclied 
tlio  brightest  stars  in  tlic  horlaon  ;  imseen  and  unknoon 
myself,  I  sliould  never  liave  parted  from  your  ncigbbour- 
liood  ;  then  had  you  not  been  in  the  present  danger,  and, 
— much  less  important  consequence, — thou,  DamiaD  de 
I>n(y,  had  not  filled  the  grave  of  a  foresworn  and  negli- 
gent caitiff!" 

"  Alas  !  noble  Damian,"  said  Eveline,  "  break  not 
my  heart  by  blaming  yourself  for  an  imprudence  whicli 
is  Hltogctlicr  njy  own.  Thy  succour  was  ever  near  when 
- 1  iutimalcd  llic  least  want  of  it ;  and  it  embitters  luf  . 
own  inihfonuiie  to  know  that  nty  rashness  has  been  llifl 
cause  of  your  disaster.  Answer  me,  gentle  kinsman, 
and  ^U'c  me  to  hope  thai  the  wounds  you  have  sufibred 
arc  such  as  may  be  ciiretl. — Alas  !  how  much  of  your 
blood  have  I  seen  spilltid,  and  what  a  fate  is  mine,  that  I 
sliiiLiKl  ever  brin^  distress  on  all  for  whom  I  would  most 
willingly  s:icrificc  my  own  happiness  ! — Dutdo  not  let  us 
embillirr  ibe  inonifiits  given  us  lu  mercy,  by  fruitless  re- 
jiinhigs — Tjy  what  yen  can  to  s^lop  lluuc  ebbing  blood, 
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90  dear  to  England — to  Eveline — and  to  thine 

n  groaned  as  she  spoke,  and  was  silent ;  while, 
d  with  the  idea  that  he  might  be  perishing  for 
aid,  Eveline  repeated  her  effi>rts  to  extricate 
>r  her  kinsman's  assistance,  as  well  as  her  own. 
1  in  vain,  and  she  had  ceased  the  attempt  in 

and,  passing  from  one  hideous  subject  of  ter- 
lother,  she  sat  Ustening,  with  sharpened  ear, 
ing  groan  of  Damian,  when — feeling  of  ecstasy  ! 
Dund  \fas  shaken  with  horses'  feet  advancing 

Yet  this  joyful  sound,  if  decisive  of  life,  did 
B  her  of  liberty — It  might  be  the  banditti  of  the 
s  returning  to  seek  their  captive.  Even  then 
Id  surely  allow  her  leave  to  look  upon  and  bind 
rounds  of  Damian  de  Lacy  ;  for  to  keep  him 
ive  might  vantage  them  more  in  many  degrees, 
d  his  death.  A  horseman  came  up — Eveline 
lis  assistance,  and  the  first  word  she  heard  was 
lation  in  Flemish  from  the  faithful  Wilkin  Flam- 
iich  •nothing  save  some  spectacle  of  the  most 
:ind  was  ever  known  to  compel  from  that  phleg- 
son. 

esence,  indeed,  was  particularly  useful  on  this 
;  for,  being  informed  by  the  Lady  Eveline  in 
dition  she  was  placed,  and  implored  at  the  same 
K)k  to  the  situation  of  Sir  Damian  de  Lacy,  he 
ith  admirable  composure  and  some  skill,  to  stop 
ids  of  tlie  one,  while  his  attendants  collected 
ft  by  the  Welch  as  they  retreated,  and  were 
ly  to  attempt  the  liberation  of  Eveline.  With 
ition,  and  under  the  experienced  direction  of 
k,  the  stone  was  at  length  so  much  raised,  that 

Eveline  was  visible,  to  the  delight  of  all,  and 
'  of  the  faithful  Rose,  who,  regardless  of  the 
ersonal  harm,  fluttered  around  her  mistress's 
confinement,  like  a  bird  robbed  of  her  nestlings 
e  cage  in  which  the  truant  urchm  Yi«a  \xw5irvws\v- 


little  flat  on  which  it  lind  been  plac 
the  subterranean  entrance,  and,  acqiii 
volved  down  a  stocp  declivity,  was  : 
rapid  motion,  and  rolled,  crushed,  an( 
the  hill,  amid  flashrs  of  fire  which  it 
rocks,  and  clouds  of  smoke  and  dust, 
the  channel  of  a  brook,  where  it  hrokt 
K|  sive  fragment*;,  with  a  noise  thai  migli 

1^  {  dome  miles  off. 

•    With  garments  rent  and  soiled  thr 
she  had  sustained  ;  with  dishevelled  hr 
C-  dress  ;  faint  from  the  stifling  effect  of 

/  and  exhausted  by  the  ell(jrts  she  hac 

f?  herself,  Eveline  did  not,  nevcrthelesr 

•d'  minute  in  considering  her  own  conditi< 

eagerness  of  a  sister  hastening  to  the 
only  brother,  betook  herself  to  examine 
wounds  of  Damian  de  Lacv,.  and  to  use 
stanch    the  blood  and  recall  him  from 
have  said  elsewhere,  that,  like  other  la 
Eveline  was  not  altogether  unacquaint( 
cal  art,  and  she  now  displayed  a  greatei 
eds^e  tlian  she  had  hp#»n  tlw^mrii*  r>«.x. 


i 
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dy  Eveline,  and  joining,  therefore,  in  Jhe  taak, 
dered  what  assistance  she  could,  while  the  at- 
I  were  employed  in  forming  a  litter,  on  which  the 
d  knight  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the  castle  of  the 
Doloureuse. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


place  on  which  the  skirmish  had  occurred,  and 
iverancc  of  the  Lady  Eveline  had  been  efiected, 
trild  and  singular  spot,  being  a  small  level  plain, 
;  a  sort  of  stage,  or  resting-place,  between  two 
ugh  paths,  one  of  which  winded  up  the  rivulet 
slow,  and  another  continued  the  ascent  above, 
surrounded  by  hills  and  woods,  it  was  a  celebrated 
r  finding  game,  and,  in  former  days,  a  Welch 
.  renowned  for  liis  universal  hospitality,  his  love 

and  of.  the  ohase,  had  erected  a  forest-lodge, 
he  used  to  feast  his  friends  and  followers  with  a 
Ml  unexampled  in  Cambria.  i 

fancy  of  the  bards,  always  captivated  with  mag- 
;e,  and  having  no  objections  to  the  peculiar  spe- 

profusion  practised  by  this  potentate,  gave  him 
name  of  Edris  of  the  Goblets ;  and  celebrated 
their  odes  in  terms  as  high  as  those  which  exalt 
ttes  of  the  famous  Hirlas  Horn.  The  subject  of 
raises,  however,  fell  finally  a  victim  to  his  propen- 
laving  been  stabbed  to  the  heart  in  one  of  those 

of  coniiislon  and  drunkenness  which  were  fre- 
'  the  conclusion  of  his  renowned  banquets-  Shock- 
this  catasuopbe,  the  assembled  Bn\oix«  vtv\.«>'n«& 
*    rwt,  /, 
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the  relics  of  [he  priace  on  tlie  plncc  wliere  lia  had  ilie^ 
within   llie  narrow  vauli  where   Eveline  had  been  coi» 
fined,  and  hitving  harricaded  die  entrance  of  the  sepuk 
chre  willi  fragments  of  rock,  heaped  over  it  aa  iuuu 
cairji,  or  pile  of  stones,  on  the  summit  of  which 
put   tiie   assassin   to   death.     Supei'stiiion    guarded 
spot;  and  for  many  a  year  this  memorial  of  Edris 
mained  unviotated,  although  the  lodge  had  gone  lo  niii 
and  its  vestiges  had  lolally  decayed. 

In  latter  years,  some  prowling  band  of  Welch  ._ 
bers  had  discovered  the  secret  entrance,  and  opened 
with  the  view  of  ransacking  ilie  tomb  for  arms 
treasures,  which  were  in  ancient  times  ollcn  hurled  v't 
the  dead.  These  marauders  were  disappointed,  and 
tained  nothing  by  the  violation  of  tbe  grave  of  Edri^ 
excepting  the  knowledge  of  a  secret  place,  which  mi|l* 
be  used  for  depositing  their  booty,  or  even  as  a  place of 
retreat  for  oAe  of  their  number  in  a  case  of  emergen^* 

When  the  followers  of  Daniian,  five  or  six  in  numbcn 
explained  ilieir  pari  of  ibe  history  of  the  day  to  Wilkijj 
Flaminock,  it  appeared  that  Daniian  bsd  ordered 
to  horse  at  break  of  day,  with  a  more  considerable ' 
to  act,  as  ihey  understood,  against  a  party  of 
peasants,  when  of  a  sudden  he  bad  altered  liis  mind, 
dividing  his  force  into  smaJl  bands,  employed 
and  them  in  reconnoitring  more  than  one  moiiniSK 
betwixt  Wales  and  the  Marches  of  llie  English  coi 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Garde  Dolourcuse. 
was  an  occupation  so  ordinary  for  him  that  it  excited  ii<l 
particular  notice.  These  manceuvres  were  frequently 
iinderlakeu  by  ibo  warlike  marchers,  for  the  purpose  of 
intimidating  the  Welch  in  general,  more  especially  the 
bands  of  outlaws,  who,  independent  of  any  regular , 
emmeni,  infested  these  wild  frontiers.  Yet  it 
not  comment,  diat,  in  undertaking  such  service  at 
moment.  Damian  seemed  to  abandon  that  of  dispei 
the  insurgents,  which  had  been  considered  as  the 
object  of  the  day. 
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It  was  about  noon,  when,  falling  in,  as  good  fortune 
roaM  hare  h,  with  one  of  the  fugitive  grooms,  Damian 
nd  his  immediate  attendants  received  information  of  the 
iolence  committed  on  the  Lady  Eveline,  and,  by  their 
effect  knowledge  of  the  country,  were  able  to  intercept 
ie  ruffians  at  the  Pass  of  Edris,  as  it  was  called,  by 
rbich  the  Welch  rovers  ordinarily  returned  to  their 
trong-holds  in  the  interior.  It  is  probable  tliat  the  ban- 
itti  were  not  aware  of  the  small  force  which  Damian 
eaded  in  person,  and  at  the  same  time  knew  that  there 
rould  be  an  immediate  and  hot  pursuit  in  their  rear  ;  and 
bese  circumstances  led  their  leader  to  adopt  the  singular 
spedient  of  hiding  Eveline  in  the  tomb,  while  one  of 
keir  own  number,  dressed  in  her  clothes,  might  servo 
i  a  decoy  to  deceive  their  assailants,  and  lead  them  from 
b  spot  where  she  was  reaUy  concealed,  to  which  it  was 
D  doubt  the  purpose  of  tlie  banditti  to  return,  when  tliey 
nd  eluded  dieir  pursuers. 

Accordingly,  the  robbers  had  already  drawn  up  before 
le  tomb  for  tlie  purpose  of  regularly  retreating,  until 
ley  should  find  some  suitable  place  cither  for  making  a 
and,  or  where,  if  overmatched,  they  might,  by  aban- 
xiing  their  horses,  and  dispersing  among  the  rocks, 
rade  the  attack  of  the  Norman  cavalry.  Their  plan 
id  been  defeated  by  the  precipitation  of  Damian,  who, 
tholding  as  he  thought  the  plumes  and  mantle  of  the 
ady  Eveline  in  the  rear  of  their  party,  charged  them 
ithout  considering  either  the  odds  of  numbers,  or  the 
^tness  of  his  own  armour,  which,  consisting  only  of  a 
»ad-piece  and  a  buff  surcoat,  offered  but  imperfect  re- 
itaace  to  the  Welch  knives  and  glaives.  He  was  ac- 
^rdingly  wounded  severely  at  the  onset,  and  would  have 
ten  slain,  but  for  the  exertions  of  his  few  followers,  and 
e  fears  of  the  Welch,  tliat,  while  thus  continuing  the 
Lttle  in  front,  they  might  be  assaulted  in  the  rear  by 
e  followers  of  Eveline,  whom  they  must  now  suppose 
ere  all  in  arms  and  motion.  They  retreated,  there- 
re,  or  rather  fled,  and  the  attendants  of  Damiau  vrete 
tfpatched  after  tbem  by  their  fallen  master,  V7\\h  dXte^ 
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s  10  let  no  considcraiiou  induce  Ihem  to  lenve  ofTlli 
chase,  nnUl  the  cajttive  Lad^  of  tlio  Gardo  Duloureu* 
was  delivered  from  her  ravishcrs. 

The  outlaws,  secure  in  their  knowledge  of  ihe  patli 
and  the  activity  of  their  small  Welch  horses,  made  t 
orderly  retreat,  with  tho  exception  of  two  or  three  of  tlid 
rear-guard,  cot  down  by  Damian  in  his  furious  ohh) 
_  They  shot  arrows,  from  time  to  time,  at  die  men-al-ani 
and  laughed  at  the  inclleciual  efforts  which  ihesv  be»] 
armed  tvarriois,  with  their  barbed  horses,  made  to  orej 
tate  tliem.  But  the  scene  was  changed  by  tlio  appe 
ance  of  Wilkin  Flammock,  on  his  puissant  war-ltor* 
ivho  was  beginning  to  ascend  the  pass,  leading  a  pirl 
consisting  hotb  of  foot  and  horse.  The  fear  of  beii 
Hitciceptcd  coiisod  the  outlaws  to  have  recourse  lo  the 
last  stratagem,  and,  abandoning  thoir  WcSch  nags,  tbt 
betook  themselves  lo  the  cliffs,  and,  by  superior  activil 
and  dexterity,  baffled,  generally  speaking,  the  aticiapl 
of  their  pursuers  on  either  hand.  All  of  ihcin,  hofl 
ever,  were  not  equally  fortunate,  for  two  or  three  fe 
into  the  liands  of  Ftammock's  party  ;  amongst  otbeq 
person  upon  whom  Eveline's  cbtlies  hud  been  pi« 
and  who  now,  to  ilie  great  disap|>aiuUnent  of  tlxM 
10  had  attached  themselves  to  his  pursuit,  proved  I 
!,  not  the  luily  whom  lliey  were  emulous  to  delivf 
but  n  fair-haired  young  Welehman,  whose  wild  locfti 
and  incuherent  speech,  seemed  to  argue  a  drstuHii 
imagination.  Tliis  would  not  have  saved  him  from  ia 
mediate  death,  liie  usual  doom  of  cnptives  taken  in  liK 
skirmishes,  had  not  the  faint  blast  of  Damtan's  hoT 
sounding  from  above,  recalled  his  own  party,  ant)  sid 
moned  that  of  Wilkin  Flammock  to  the  s|)ot  ;  while,  i 
the  confusion  and  hurry  of  their  obeying  the  signi 
the  pity  or  the  conlempi  of  Ins  guards  suffered  the  pri 
oner  to  escape.  They  had,  indeed,  little  to  leam  fro 
liim,  even  bad  he  been  disposed  to  give  intelligence,  I 
capable  of  communicating  it.  All  were  well  assat* 
that  their  lady  had  fallen  into  an  ambuscade,  formed  ti 
Ain'/yd  the  one-eyed,  a  ledouViwi  ^teeWiCiV^t  qC  the 
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fiod,  who  had  ventured  upon  this  hardy  entcrprize  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  large  ransom  for  the  captive  Eveline, 
and  all,  incensed  at  his  extreme  insolence  and  audacity, 
demoted  bis  head  and  limbs  to  the  eagles  and  tiie  ravens. 

These  were  the  particulars  which  the  followers  of 
Flammock  and  of  Damian  learned  by  comparing  notes 
with  each  other,  on  the  incidents  of  the  day.     As  they 
Tctamcd  by  the  Red  Pool  they  were  joined  by  Dame 
Gillian,  who,  after  many  exclamations  of  joy  at  the  un- 
expected liberation  of  her  lady,  and  as  many  of  sorrow 
It  the  unexpected  disaster  of  Damian,  proceeded  to  in- 
Ibrm  the  men-at-arms,  that  the  merchant,  whose  hawks 
kd  been  the  original  cause  of  these  adventures,  had 
iecn  taken  prisoner  by  two  or  three  of  tlie  Welch  in 
their  retreat,  and  that  she  herself  and  the  wounded  Raoul 
Would  have  shared  the  same  fate,  but  that  they  had  no 
Borse  left  to  mount  her  upon,  and  did  not  consider  old 
Raoul  as  worth  either  ransom,  or  the  trouble  of  killing. 
One  had,  indeed,  flung  a  stone  at  him  as  he  lay  on  the 
bill-side,  but  happily,  as  his  dame  said,  it  fell  something 
abort  of  him — "  It  was  but  a  little  fellow  who  threw  it," 
she  said — '^  there  was  a  big  man  amongst  them,  if  ho 
had  tried,  it's  like,  by  our  Lady's  grace,  he  had  cast 
it  a  thought  farther."      So  saying,  die  dame  gathered 
berself  up,  and  adjusted  her  dress  for  again  mounting  on 
ikvseback. 

The  wounded  Damian  was  placed  on  a  litter,  hastily 
constructed  of  boughs,  and,  with  the  females,  was  placed 
D  the  centre  of  the  little  troop,  augmented  by  the  rest 
>f  the  young  knight's  followers,  who  began  to  rejoin  his 
rtandard.  The  united  body  now  marched  with  military 
>rder  and  precaution,  and  winded  through  the  passes 
fith  the  attention  of  men  prepared  to  meet  and  to  repel 
Djury. 
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What!  fiur,  and  yom§,  and  Mtbfiil  looT 
A  miracle,  if  this  be  true. 

WaUtr. 

Rose,  by  nature  one  of  the  most  disinterested  and  if* 
fectionate  maidens  thai  ever  breathed,  was  the  first  who, 
hastily  considering  the  peculiar  condition  in  which  her 
lady  was  placed,  and  the  marked  degree  of  restraint 
which  had  hitherto  characterized  her  intercourse  with 
her  youthful  guardian,  became  anxious  to  know  how 
the  wounded  knight  was  to  be*  disposed  of ;  ^and  yet, 
wlicn  she  came  to  Eveline's  side  for  the  purpose  of  ask- 
ing this  important  question,  her  resolution  well  nigh  fail- 
ed her. 

The  appearance  of  Eveline  was  indeed  such  as  might 
have  made  it  almost  cruelty  to  intrude  upon  her  anj 
other  subject  of  anxious  consideration  than  those  with 
which  her  mind  had  been  so  lately  assailed,  and  was 
still  occupied.     Her  countenance  was  as  pale  as  death 
could  have  made  it,  unless  where  it  was  specked  with 
drops  of  blood  ;  her  veil,  torn  and  disordered,  was  soil- 
ed with  dust  and  with  gore  ;  her  hair,  wildly  dishevelled, 
fell  in  elf-locks  on  her  brow  and  shoulders,  and  a  single 
broken  and  ragged  feather,  which  was  all  that  remained 
of  her  head-gear,  had  been  twisted  among  her  tresses, 
and  still  flowed  there,  as  if  in  mockery,  rather  than  orna- 
ment.    Her  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  litter  where  Damian 
was  deposited,  and  she  rode  close  beside  h,  without  ap- 
parently wasting  a  thought  on  anything,  save  Uie  danger 
of  him  who  was  extended  there. 

Rose  plainly  saw  that  her  lady  was  under  feelings  of 

excitation,  which  might  render  it  difficult  for  her  to  take 

a  wise  and  prudent  view  of  her  own  situation.     She  eii« 

deavoured  gradually  to  aviakew  \ie\  v^  ^  ^^tssi^  ^  it« 
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'  Detrest  lady/'  said  Rose,  "  will  it  please  you  to  take 
my  mantle  ?" 

'*  Torment  me  not,''  answered  Eveline,  with  some 
iharpness  in  her  accent. 

'  **  Indeed,  my  lady,"  sai J  Dame  Gillian,  bustling  up 
&s  one  who  feared  her  functions  as  mistress  of  the  robes 
might  be  interfered  with — "  indeed,  my  lady.  Rose 
Plammock  speaks  truth ;  and  neither  your  kirtle  nor  your 
gown  are  sitting  as  they  should  do ;  and,  to  speak  truth,* 
they  are  but  barely  decent.  And  so,  if  Rose  will  turn 
herself,  and  put  her  horse  out  of  my  way,"  continued 
the  tire-woman,  "  I  will  put  your  dress  in  better  order  in 
the  sticking  in  of  a  bodkin,  than  any  Fleming  of  them 
all  could  do  in  twelve  hours." 

"  I  care  not  for  my  dress,"  replied  Eveline,  in  the 
same  manner  as  before. 

"  Care  then  for  your  honour — for  your  fnmc,"  said 
Rose,  riding  close  lo  her  mistress,  and  \vliisi)ering  in  licr 
ear ;  "  think,  and  tliat  hastily,  how  you  arc  to  dispose  of 
this  woimdcd  young  man." 

"  To  the  castle,"  answered  Eveline,  aloud,  as  if  scorn- 
ing the  aflectation  of  secrecy  ;  '*  lead  to  the  castle,  and 
that  straight  as  you  can." 

"  Why  not  rather  to  his  own  camp,  or  lo  Malpas  ?"  said 
Rose — "  Dearest  lady,  believe,  it  will  be  for  the  best." 

"  Wherefore  not — wherefore  not  ? — wherefore  not 
leave  him  on  the  way-side  at  once,  to  the  knife  of  the 
^elchman,  and  the  teeth  of  the  wolf? — Once — twice — 
Jiree  times  has  he  been  my  preserver.  Where  I  go,  he 
ihall  go  ;  nor  will  I  be  in  safety  myself  a  moment  soon- 
3r  than  I  know  ths^t  he  is  so." 

Rose  saw  that  she  could  make  no  impression  on  her 
nistress,  and  her  own  reflection  told  her  that  the  wound-. 
•d  man's  life  mieht  be  endangered  by  a  longer  transpor- 
atk>n  than  was  absolutely  necessary.  An  expedieht  oc- 
curred to  her,  by  which  she  imagined  this  objection  might 
lie  obviated  ;  but  it  was  necessary  she  should  consult  her 
bther.  She  struck  her  palfrey  with  her  r'u\\\\^-\oA^  w\\^ 
0  V  mataeut  her  dimmutive,  though  bcauU(u\  ^^xte^  ^vA 
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her  spirited  little  jennet,  were  by  the  side  of  the  gigantic 
Fleming  and  his  tali  black  horse,  and  riding,  as  it  were,  id 
tlicir  vast  shadow.  **  My  dearest  father,"  said  Rose^ 
*^  tlie  lady  intends  tliat  Sir  Daniian  be  trans]X>rted  to  tin 
castle,  where  it  is  hke  he  may  be  a  long  sojourner  ^ 
what  think  you  ? — is  that  wholesome  counsel  ?" 

"  Wholesome  for  the  youth,  surely,  Koschen,"  answer- 
ed the  Fleming,  "  because  he  wUl  better  escape  die 
risk  of  a  fever." 

"  True  ;  but  is  it  wise  for  my  lady  f"  continued  Rose, 

"  Wise  enough,  if  she  deal  wisely.  But  wherefore 
shouldst  thou  doubt  her,  Koschen  f" 

^'  I  know  not,"  said  Rose,  unwilling  to  breadie  even 
to  her  father  the  fears  and  doubts  which  slie  herself  eih ' 
tertaincd  ;  "  but  wlicre  tliere  are  evil  tongues,  diere  may 
be  evil  rehearsing.  Sir  Damian  and  my  lady  are  botk 
very  young — Methinks  it  were  better,  dearest  father, 
would  you  offer  the  shelter  of  your  roof  to  the  wounded 
knigiit,  in  the  stead  of  his  being  carried  to  the  casde." 

"  Tliat  1  sliall  not,  wench,"  answered  the  Fleming, 
hastily — "  that  I  shall  not,  if  I  may  help.  Norman  shall 
not  cross  my  quiet  threshold,  nor  Englisliman  neitlier, 
to  mock  my  quiet  thrift,  and  consume  my  substaoce. 
Thou  dost  not  know  them,  because  thou  art  ever  with 
tliy  lady,  and  hast  her  good  favour ;  but  I  know  them 
well ;  and  the  best  I  can  get  from  them  is  Lazy  Flander- 
kin,  and  Greedy  Flanderkin,  and  Flemish  sol — I  diank 
the  saints  they  cannot  say  Coward  Flanderkin,  siuce 
Gwenwyn's  Welch  uproar." 

"  1  had  ever  thought,  my  Father,"  answered  Reset 
"  diat  your  s})irit  was  too  cahn  to  regard  these  base  ca- 
lumnies. IJclhiuk  you  we  are  under  tliis  lady's  banner, 
and  that  she  has  been  my  loving  mistress,  and  her  father 
was  your  good  lord  ;  to  the  Constable,  loo,  are  you  be- 
holden, for  enlaric(?d  prjvil6ges.  Money  may  pay  debt, 
but  kindness  only  can  requite  kindness  ;  and  I  forebode 
that  you  will  never  have  such  an  o))porlunity  to  do  kind- 
ni:ss  to  the  houses  of  Berenger  and  Do  Lacy,  as  by 
opening  the  doors  of  your\iou^Vo\X\\"s\NVi\5.v\d«d  kuight." 
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•*  The  ddors  of  my  house  !"  answered  the  Fleming 
do  I  know  how  long  I  may  call  that,  or  any  house 
upon  earth,  my  own  f  Alas,  my  daughter  !  we  came 
hither  to  fly  from  the  rage  of  the  elements,  but  who 
knows  how  soon  we  may  perish  by  the  wrath  of  men  ?" 

"  You  speak  strangely,  my  father,"  said  Rose  ;  "  it 
liolds  not  with  your  solid  wisdom  to  augur  such  general 
evil  from  tlie  rash  enterprize  of  a  Welch  oudaw." 

"  I  think  not  of  the  One-eyed  robber,"  said  Wilkin  ; 
"  although  the  increase  and  audacity  of  such  robbers  as 
Dawfyd  is  no  good  sign  of  a  quiet  country.  But  thou, 
who  livest  within  yonder  walls,  hearest  but  little  of  what 
passes  without,  and  your  estate  is  less  anxious  ; — ^you 
had  known  nothing  of  the  news  from  me,  unless  in  case 
1  had  found  it  necessary  to  remove  to  another  country." 
•  .  "  To  remove,  my  dearest  father,  from  the  land  where 
your  thrift  and  industry  have  gained  you  an  honourable 
competency  ?" 

"  Ay,  and  where  the  hunger  of  wicked  men,  who 
envy  me  the  produce  of  my  thrift,  may  likely  bring  mo 
to  a  dishonourable  deatli.  There  have  been  tumults 
among  the  English  rabble  in  more  than  one  county,  and 
their  wrath  is  directed  against  those  of  our  nation,  as  if 
we  were  Jews  or  heathens,  and  not  belter  Christians 
and  better  men  than  themselves.  They  have,  at  York, 
Bristol,  and  elsewhere,  sacked  the  houses  of  the  Flem- 
ings, spoiled  their  goods,  misused  their  families,  and 
niurdered  themselves. — And  why  ?^-except  that  we  have 
brought  among  them  the  skill  and  the  industry  which  they 
possessed  not ;  and  because  wealth,  which  they  would 
never 'eke  have  seen  in  Britain,  was  tlie  reward  of  our 
iri  and  our  toil.  •  Roschen,  this  evil  spirit  is  spreadmg 
wider  dally.  Here  we  are  more  safe  than  elsewhere, 
because  we  form  a  colony  of  some  numbers  and  strength. 
But  I  confide  not  in  our  neighbours  ;  and  hadst  not 
^,  Rose,  been  in  security,  I  would  long  ere  this  have 
gnren  up  all,  and  left  Britain." 
25     VOL.  1. 
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"  Given  uji  &1I,  and  left  Britain  !" — ^The  words  aomA- 
cU  prodigious  in  the  cnrs  of  his  daughter,  who  knew 
better  tlian  any  one  how  successful  her  father  had  heel 
in  his  industry,  and  how  iinlikel]'  one  of  his  finn  and 
sedate  temper  was  to  Bhandon  knon-n  and  present  ad- 
vantages for  the  dread  of  distant  or  contingent  penX 
At  length  she  replied,  "  If  such  be  your  peril,  my  father, 
mctliinks  your  house  and  goods  cannot  liave  a  belter 
protection  than  the  presence  of  tliis  noble  knigliU  When 
lives  tlic  man  who  dare  augbt  of  violence  against  tbt 
house  which  harbours  Dainian  dc  Lacy  ?" 

"  I  know  not  that,"  said  the  Fleming,  in  tlie  suae 
composed  and  steady,  but  ominous  tone — "  May  HeaTcn 
-forgive  it  me,  if  it  be  sin  !  but  I  see  little  save  folly  in 
these  Crusadcsj  which  the  priesthood  have  preached  up 
ao  successfully. — Here  has  tlie  Constable  been  abjent- 
for  nearly  three  years,  and  no  certain  tidings  of  his  life 
or  death,  virlory  or  defeat.  He  marched  from  hence, 
as  if  hi-  niitant  iini  to  draw  bridle  or  shcaihe  sword  until 
the  Holy  Si'(julchri!  was  won  from  the  Saracens,  yet  hc 
can  hi;ar  will)  no  riTtainly  \tlicilier  even  a  hamlet  Ins 
been  taken  from  (he  Saracens.  In  the  meanwhile,  die 
people  that  arc  at  lionic  i^row  discontented  ;  tlicir  lords, 
witli  the  hotter  part  of  their  followers,  are  in  Palestine 
— dead  or  alive  we  scarcely  know ;  the  people  themselves 
are  oppressed  and  flayed  by  stewards  and  deputies,  whoM 
yoke  is  neither  so  light  nor  so  lightly  endured  as  that  of. 
the  actual  lord.  Tlie  commons,  who  naturally  hate  thd 
kni[;iits  and  gentry,  think  it  no  bad  time  to  make  soma 
bead  against  them — ay,  and  there  be  some  of  noble  blood 
who  would  not  care  to  be  their  leaders,  that  they  may 
have  ihcir  share  in  the  spoil  ;  for  foreign  expeditions 
anil  profligate  habits  have  made  many  poor ;  and  he  that 
is  poor  will  murder  his  father  for  money.  I  bate  poor 
people  ;  and  I  would  tlie  devil  had  every  man  who  can- 
not keep  himself  by  the  work  of  his  own  hand  !" 

The  Fleming  concluded,  with  this  characteristic  iin- 
jir^iation,  a  sju-oth  which  t;avc  Rose  a  more  frightful 
view  of  the  state  of  £»^a.ni!k,  Vb^n,  v\\u).  u^  as  slie  was 
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widiin  tlic  Garde  Dolourciise,  she  Iiad  before  had  an  op- 
portunity of  lenniiiig.  "  Surely,"  slic  saiil — "  surely 
iliese  violences  of  which  you  speak  arc  nni  to  Le  dread- 
ed by  those  who  hve  under  tlie  banner  of  Dc  Lacy  and 
of  Uurenger  ?" 

"  Bercnger  subsists  but  in  name,"  answered  Wilkin 
Flamaiock,  "  and  Daniiai],  llinngh  a  brave  yoiilb,  Imili  not 
his  uncle's  ascendency  of  ciiaraclor  and  aiilhurity.  His 
men  also  coni|)laiii  that  lliey  arc  harassed  wiili  the  duly 
of  tratchins;  for  protection  of  a  fastJL-,  in  ilsi-If  inipreg- 
itable,  and  sufliricntly  f^urrisoncid,  and  lliul  they  lose  nil 
npporluiiiiy  of  horiuiirabh*  entcrpiizc,  as  tliey  call  it — lliat 
it,  of  (i^)il  and  s|iuit — in  tins  inactive  and  inglorious  man- 
ner of  life.  They  say  that  Daniian  tlic  Beardless  was  a 
man,  but  that  Daniian  with  the  moustache  is  ito  heller 
tliio  a  woman  ;  and  that  age,  which  has  darkened  his  up- 
))erlip,  liudi  at  the  same  time  blenched  bis  courage. — 
And  ibey  say  more,  which  were  but  wearisome  to  tell." 

"  Nay,  but,  lot  nic  know  ivliat  ihey  say  ;  let  me  know 
«,  for  Heaven's  sake  !"  answered  Itoso,  "  if  it  concern, 
wiimusi  conrcrn,  my  dear  lady." 

"  Even  so,  Roschen,"  answered  Wilkin.  "  There  are 
"lauy  among  the  Norman  men-al-anns  who  talk,  over 
'lieir  wine  cups,  how  that  Damian  dc  Lacy  is  in  love 
iritli  bis  uncle's  bciroihcd  bride  ;  ay,  and  that  they  cor- 
twpond  together  by  art  magic." 

"By  artjnagic,  indeed, it  must  he,"  said  Rose,  smiling 
■Mmfiilly,  "  for  by  no  earthly  means  do  they  correspond, 
ul,  for  one,  can  hear  witness." 

"  To  art  magic,  accordingly,  they  impute  it,"  quoth 
Wilkin  Flammock,  "  that  so  soon  as  ever  my  lady  slira 
l*fond  the  portal  of  her  castle,  Dc  Lacy  is  in  the  sad- 
•fc  with  a  party  of  bis  cavalry,  though  tlicy  are  positively 
'nuinthat  he  has  received  no  messenger,  letter,  or  other 
Muinry  notice  of  her  purpose  ;  nor  have  they  ever,  on 
■uch  occasions,  scoured  the  (lasses  long,  ere  they  hare 
•Wnor  heard  of  my  lady  Eveline's  heinR  abroad." 

"  This  has  not  eacapod  liie,"  said  Rose  •,  "  nwA  to"J 
'^/iuexpresuviJ  herself  even  displeased  a\.  \i\c  accxi- 
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racy  which  Damian  displayed  in  procuring  a  knowledge  of 
her  motions,  as  well  as  at  the  officious  punctuality  with 
which  he  has  attended  and  guarded  them.  To-day  has, 
however,  shown,"  she  continued,  '^  that  his  vigilance  may 
serve  a  good  purpose  ;  and  as  tliey  never  met  upon  these 
occasions,  hut  continued  at  such  dbtance  as  excluded 
even  the  possibility  of  intercourse,  methinks  they  might 
have  escaped  the  censure  of  the  most  suspicious." 

"  Ay,  my  daughter  Roschen  !"  replied  Wilkin,  "but 
it  is  possible  even  to  drive  caution  so  far  as  to  excite  sus- 
picion. Why,  say  the  men-at-arms,  should  these  two  ob- 
serve such  constant,  yet  such  guarded  intelligence  with 
one  another  }  Why  should  their  approach  be  so  near, 
and  why,  yet,  should  they  never  meet  ?  If  they  had  been 
merely  tiie  nephew  and  the  uncle's  bride,  they  must  bave 
had  interviews  avowedly  and  frankly  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  if  they  be  two  secret  lovers,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
heve  that  they  do  find  their  own  private  places  of  meet- 
ing, though  they  have  art  sufficient  to  conceal  them." 

"  Every  word  that  you  speak,  my  father,*'  replied  the 
generous  Rose,  ^'  increases  the  absolute  necessity  that  you 
receive  this  wounded  youth  into  your  house.  Be  the 
evils  you  dread  ever  so  great,  yet,  may  you  rely  upon  it, 
that  they  cannot  be  augmented  by  admitting  him,  with  a 
few  of  Iiis  faithful  followers." 

"  Not  one  follower,"  said  the  Fleming  hastily,  "  not 
one  beef-fed  knave  of  them,  save  the  page  that  is  to  at- 
tend him,  and  the  doctor  tliat  is  to  aXtempt  his  cure." 

"  But  I  may  offer  Uie  shelter  of  your  roof  to  these 
three,  at  least  ?"  answered  Rose. 

"  Do  as  thou  wilt,  do  as  thou  wilt,"  said  the  doting 
father.  "  By  my  faith,  Roschen,  it  is  well  for  thee  thou 
hast  sense  and  moderation  in  asking,  since  I  am  so  fool- 
ishly prompt  in  granting.  Tliis  is  one  of  your  freaks,  now, 
of  honour  or  generosity — ^but  commend  me  to  prudence 
and  honesty. — Ah  !  Rose,  Rose,  those  who  would  do 
what  is  better  than  good,  sometimes  bring  about  what  is 
rvorso  than  bad  ! — But  I  think  I  shall  be  quit  of  tlie  troii- 
ble  for  the  fear ;  and  l\ml  iby  xu\«.\xe^«.,\N\\ci  v^^Vv^i^Tw- 
erencc,  something  of  a  damsd-en^oDX*  ^\^  ^^mA  «vsm^ 
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for  the  cbivalrous  privilege  of  lodgfSg  her  knight  in  her 
own  bower,  and  tending  hiiti  in  person.'' 

The  Fleming  prophesied  true.  Rose  had  no  sooner 
made  the  proposal  to  Eveline  that  the  wounded  Dainian 
should  be  left  at  her  father's  house  for  his  recovery,  than 
her  mistress  briefly  and  positively  rejected  the  proposal. 
"He  has  been  my  preserver,"  she  said,  "  and  if  there  be 
one  being  left  for  whom  tlie  gates  of  the  Garde  Dolour- 
euse  should  of  themselves  fly  open,  it  is  to  Damian  dc 
Lacy. — ^Nay,  damsel,  look  not  upon  me  with  that  sus- 
picious and  yet  sorrowful  countenance — ^they  that  are  be- 
yond disguisej  my  girl,  contemn  suspicion — It  is  to  God^ 
and  Our  Lady  that  I  must  answer,  and  to  them  my  bosom 
lies  open  !" 

They  proceeded  in  silence  to  the  castle  gate,  when  the 
Lady  Eveline  issued  her  orders  that  her  Guardian,  as  she 
emphat!:ally  termed  Damian,  should  be  lodged  in  her 
father's  apartment ;  and,  with  the  prudence  of  more  ad- 
vanced age,  she  gave  the  necessary  directions  for  the 
reception  and  accommodation  of  his  followers,  and  the 
arrangements  which  such  an  accession  of  guests  required 
in  the  fortress.  All  tliis  she  did  with  the  utmost  compo- 
sure and  presence  of  mind,  even  before  she  altered  or  ar- 
ranged her  own  disordered  dress. 

Another  step  still  remained  to  be  taken.  She  hastened 
to  the  Chapel  of  the  Virgin,  and  prostrating  herself  be- 
fore her  divine  protectress,  returned  thanks  for  her  second 
deliverance,  and  implored  her  guidance  and  direction, 
•ad,  through  her  intercession,  that  of  Almighty  God,  for 
the  disposal  and  regulation  of  her  conduct.  *^  Thou 
knowest,"^  she  said,  "that  from  no  confidence  in  my  own 
strength,  have  I  thrust  myself  into  danger.  O  make  me 
strong  where  I  am  most  weak — Let  not  my  gratitude  and 
my  compassion  be  a  snare  to  me ;  and  while  I  strive  to 
discbarge  the  duties  which  thankfulness  imposes  on  me, 
save  me  from  the  evil  tongues  of  men — and  save — O 
save  me  from  the  insidious  devices  of  my  own  heart !" 
26*     VOL-  i. 
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She  then  told  fafl^  nmiy  with  devout  ferrour,  aod 
retiring  from  the  chapel  to  her  owd  apBrnneiit,  Buminoiwd 
her  women  to  adjust  ber  dress,  and  remove  tbo  extenial 
appearance  of  the  violence  to  which  she  had  been  n  late- 
ly subjected. 


CHAPTER  XXVn. 

You  «™  our  captive— hui  irell  ate  you  to. 
That  yoo  shall  ihink  jcur  ptiscm-jofi  m;  punch 
Whalc'cr  your  libenji  batb  Iuowd  oT  pleaaire. 

Eakrick.    No,  TaireA,  we  fasve  triOed  hen  loo  kaf  i 
And,  liogcring  to  ace  yoar  roaa  LloBom, 
I've  lei  mj-  laurel)  wither. 

(Hc/J'fay. 

Arrated  in  garments  of  a  mourning  colour,  and  of  * 
fashion  more  matronly  than  perhaps  altogether  befitted  bei 
youth — plain  to  an  extremity,  and  devoid  of  all  Qmanienti 
save  her  rosary — Evehnc  now  performed  the  duty  of 
waiting  upon  her  wounded  dchverer  ;  a  duty  which  the 
etiquette  of  tlie  time  not  only  permitted,  but  perempto- 
rily enjoined.  She  was  attended  by  Rose  and  Damt 
Gillian.  Margery,  whose  element  was  a  uck^cbamberi 
had  been  already  despatched  to  that  of  the  young  knight, 
to  attend  to  whaievcr  his  condition  might  require. 

Eveline  entered  the  room  with  a  light  step,  as  if  ua* 
wilhng  to  disturb  the  patient.  She  paused  at  the  door, 
and  cast  her  eyes  around  her.  It  had  been  her  father's 
chamber  ;  nor  had  she  entered  it  since  his  violent  death. 
Around  the  walls  hung  a  part  of  his  armour  and  weapons, 
with  hawking-gloves,  hunting-poles,  and  other  instrumeDts 
of  sylvan  sport.  These  reliques  brought  as  it  were  m 
living  form  before  her,  tlie  stalely  presence  of  old  Sat 
Ba/mond.     "  Frown  iK>l,mY  ta.\het  " — her  tips  formod 
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4b  voids,  tboi^  her  voice  did  not  uUer  them — ^- frown 
Bo(— Eveline  will  never  be  unworthy  of  thee." 

Ftther  Aklrovand,  and  Amelot,  the  page  of  Daraian, 
nrere  seated  by  the  bedside.  They  rose  as  Lady  Eveline 
entered ;  and  the  6rst,  who  meddled  a  little  with  the  heal- 
ing art,  said  to  Eveline,  ''  that  the  knight  had  slumbered 
ibr  some  time,  and  was  nOw  about  to  awake." 

Amelot  at  the  same  time  came  forward,  and  in  a  hasty 
and  bw  voice,  b^ged  that  tlie  chamber  might  be  kept 
quiet,  and  the  spectators  requested  to  retire.  ''  My  ford," 
he  said, ''  ever  since  his  illness  at  Gloucester,  is  apt  to 
speak  sometliing  wildly  as  be  awakes  from  sleep,  and  will 
be  displeased  with  me  £hould  I  permit  any  one  to  be  near 
Irim." 

Eveline  accordingly  caused  her  women  and  the  monk 
to  retire  into  the  anteroom,  while  she  herself  remained 
standing  by  the  door-communication  wliich  connected  the 
apartments,  and  heard  Damian  mention  her  name  as  he 
turned  himself  painfuDy  on  his  couch.  ^'  Is  she  safe  and 
uobarmed  f"  was  his  urst  question,  and  it  was  asked  with 
ffli  eagerness  which  intimated  how  far  it  preceded  all  other 
considerations. — ^\t2hen  Amelot  replied  in  tlie  affirmative, 
he  sighed,  as  one  whose  bosom  is  relieved  from  some 
Weighty  load,  and  in  a  less  animated  voice,  asked  of  the 
page  where  they  were.  "  This  apartment,"  he  said, 
"with  its  furniture,  are  all  strange  to  me." 

"  My  dear  master,"  said  Amelot,  "  you  are  at  present 
too  weak  to  ask  questions  and  receive  explanations." 

"Be  1  where  1  will,"  said  Damian,  as  if  recovering 
his  recollection,  "  I  am  not  in  the  place  where  my  duty 
calls  me.  Tell  my  trumpets  to  sound  to  horse — ^to  horse, 
and  lei  Ralph  Genvil  carry  my  banner.  To  horse — to 
borse !  we  have  not  a  moment  to  lose  !" 

The  wounded  knight  made  some  efibrt  to  rise,  which, 
in  his  state  of  weakness,  Amelot  was  easily  able  to  frus- 
trate. "  Thou  art  right,"  he  said,  as  he  sunk  back  into 
his  reclining  posture — "  thou  art  right — I  am  weak — but 
why  should  strength  remain  when  honour  is  lost  ?" 
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unhnppy  young  man  covered  bis  face  with  i 
mds,  and  groaned  m   agony,  wliich   seemed    more  (1 

the  mind  llinn  of  tlie  body.     Lady  Evellue  ap[ir 
i  his  bcdeide  wiiii  uiiosstircd  steps,  fearing  she  knev  p|| 
t,  yei  earnest  to  testify  the  interest  wiiieii  she  fellli 
'istrossea  of  the   suflerer.       Damiyn  looked  up  a^ 
i  licr,  and  again  bid  hia  face  wiiJ)  his  hands.       ■ 
"  Whul  nieans  ttus  strange  passion,  Sir  Knight^'*  ait 
Eveline,  with  a  voice  tvliieh,  at  first  weak  and  tretnblb^ 
gradiKdly  obtained  steadiness  and  composure.     "  Otipt^ 
it  to  grieve  you  so  much,  sworn  as  you  are  to  the  duiM 
'^"  f  chivalry,  ihii  Heaven  lias  twice  made  you  his  iniMt 
mt  to  save  llie  unforlunnte  Eveline  Berenger  ?"       , 
^"Ono,no!"  bccskcliiimed  with  rapidity ;   "since  ft 
e  saved,  all  is  well — but  time  presses — il  is  necesraij 
kmid  presently  depart — nowhere  ought  1  now  lo  tarry 
Bt  of  oil,  within  liiis  castle — Once  niore,  Ameloi, 

(1  gel  to  horse." 
/*  Nuy,  my  good  lord,"  said  tlie  damsel,  "ibis  m 
t  be.  As  your  ward,  I  cannot  let  my  guardian  p 
IS  suddenly — as  a  pliysiciau,  I  cAqot  allow  my  patld 
[  destroy  himself — It  is  impossible  Otal  you  cao  bro 
B  saddle." 

"  A  litter — a  hier — a  cart,  to  drag  fortli  the  dishc 
bed  knight  and  traitor — all  were  loo  good  for  tD&' 
s  best  of  all — but  see,  Amelot,  iJiat  it  be  frc 
like  thai  of  the  meanest  cburl — no  spnrs  displayed 
pall — no  shield  with  the  aucient  coat  of  the  I>e  Lag 
— uo  helmet  with  Uieir  knightly  crest  must  deck  the  h 
of  him  whose  name  is  dishonoured!" 

"  Is  his  hrain  imscttled  f"'  said  Eveline,  looking 
terror  from  tlie   wounded   man  lo  his  attendant ;  " 
there  some  dreadful  mystery  in  these  brokeu  words  ? 
If  so,  speak  it  forth  ;    aiut  if  it  mny  be  amended  by 
Or  goods,  my  deliverer  will  sustain  no  wrong." 
~~l  Araelol  regarded  her  with  a  dejcclcd  and  mfilancbol 
|t,  shook  his  head,  and  looked  down  on  his  master    ' 
Uimteimnce  which  seemed  lo  express,  tiial  llia 
dted  cou\d  i\Q\  be  ^iwdeftdy 
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m  Sir  Damian's  presence.  The  Lady  Eveline  observ- 
ing tliis  gesture,  stepped  back  into  tlie-  outer  apartment, 
uid  made  Amelot  a  sign  to  follow  her.  lie  obeyed, 
after  a  glance  at  his  master,  who  remained  in  the  same 
disconsolate  posture  as  ibrmcrly,  with  his  hands  crossed 
over  his  eyes,  like  one  who  wished  lo  exclude  tlie  light) 
ud  all  wliich  the  light  made  visible. 

When  Amelot  was  in  the  wardrobe,  Eveline,  making 
agns  to  her  attendants  to  keep  at  such  distance  as  the 
room  permitted,  questioned  him  closely  on  the  cause  of 
his  master's  desperate  expression  of  sorrow  and  remorse. 
"Thou  knowest,"  she  said,  "  tliat  I  am  bound  to  succour 
thy  lord,  if  1  may,  both  from  gratitude,  as  one  whom 
he  hatli  served  to  tlie  peril  of  his  life— and  also  from 
linsmanship.  Tell  me,  therefore,  in  what  case  he  stands, 
that  I  may  help  him  if  I  can — that  is,"  she  added,  her 
pale  cheeks  deeply  colouring,  ''  if  the  cause  of  his  dis- 
tress ha>fitting  for  me  to  hear." 

The  page  bowed  low,  yet  showed  such  embarrassment 
When  he  began  to  speak,  as  produced  a  corresponding 
degree  of  confusion  in  the  Lady  Eveline,  who,  neverthe- 
less, urged  him  as  before  ''  to  speak  witliout  scruple  or 
delay — so  tliat  the  tenor  of  his  discourse  was  fitting  for 
ber  ears." 

"  Believe  me,  noble  lady."  said  Amelot,  "  your  com- 
KHands  had  been  instantly  obeyed,  but  that  I  fear  my  mas- 
ter's displeasure  if  I  talk  of  his  affairs  witliout  his  war- 
rant ;  nevertheless,  on  your  command,  whom  I  know  he 
honours  above  all  eartlily  beings,  I  will  speak  tlius  far, 
that  if  his  life  be  safe  from  tlie  wounds  he  has  received, 
his  honour  and  worship  may  be  in  great  danger,  if  it  please 
not  Heaven  to  send  a  remedy." 

**  Speak  on,"  said  Eveline ;  "  and  be  assured  you 
will  do  Sir  Damian  de  Lacy  no  prejudice  by  tlie  confi- 
dence you  may  rest  in  me." 

"  I  wAll  believe  it,  lady,"  said  tlie  page.  "  Know, 
then,  if  it  be  not  already  known  to  you,  that  the  clowns 
and  rabble  who  have  taken  arms  against  the  nobles  in 
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the  ncsl,  proiontl  to  be  favoured  in  tlictr  insuTrectlon,  not 
only  by  llaiidal  Lacy,  but  by  my  master,  Sir  Damian." 

"  They  he  thnt  dare  charge  him  with  such  foul  treaaoa 
lf>  liis  own  blood,  as  well  us  to  Jiis  sovereign  !"  replied 
Fivdine. 

"  Well  do  1  believe  they  lie,"  said  Amclot ;  "  but  tfaii 
liindcrs  nut  ihetr  fiilsehoods  from  being  beUered  by  tbosa 
who  know  him  Iciis  mnardly.  Alore  than  one  run-aw«y 
from  onr  Iroop  have  joined  ibis  rabbJcment,  and  thu 
gives  some  credit  to  lh«  scandal.  And  then  diey  say— 
they  say — tliat — iri"  short,  that  my  master  longs  to  pos- 
sess titA  laiuls  in  his  proper  right  which  he  occupies  «s 
his  inicle's  administrator ;  and  that  if  the  old  Constable 
— I  vrave  your  pardon,  madam — should  return  from 
Palestine,  he  should  fmd  it  diflicult  10  obtain  possessioa 
of  his  own  ngiiiii." 

"  The  sordid  wretthos  judge  of  oihors by  iLeir  own 
base  mJiids,  and  conceive  those  templatinns  too^werful 
for  men  of  woiih,  wlitch  lliey  are  lliemselvcs  conscious 
they  would  bo  unable  to  resist.  But  arc  the  insurgents 
then  so  insolent  and  so  powerful  ?  We  have  heard  of  their 
violences,  but  only  as  if  it  had  been  some  ))opidar  tumult." 

"  We  had  notice  Inst  night  that  ihcy  have  drawn  togeth- 
er in  great  force,  and  besieged  or  blockaded  Wild  Wen- 
lock,  with  his  men-at-arms,  in  a  village  about  ten  miles 
hence.  Ho  hath  sent  to  my  master,  as  his  kinsman  and 
rompaninn-at-arms,  to  come  to  his  assistance.  We  were 
oq   horseback   this  morning   to  march  to  the    rescuf^— 

when " 

'  (Ic  paused,  and  seemed  unwilling  to  proceed.  Eveliiw 
caught  at  the  word.  "When  you  heard  of  my  danger?" 
she  said.     "  I  would  ye  had  rather  heard  of  my  death  V 

"  Surely,  noble  lady,"  said  the  page,  with  his  eye* 
fixed  on  the  ground,  "  nothing  but  so  strong  a  cause  coidd 
have  made  my  master  halt  his  troop,  and  carry  the  better 
part  of  [hem  to  the  Welch  mountains,  when  his'tounuy- 
man's  distress,  and  die  commands  of  the  King's  Ldenten- 
MOt,  so  peremptorily  demanded  his  presence  otsewbete.'' 
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"  I  knew  it,"- she  said — "  I  knew  I  was  born  to  be  Ids 
destruction  !  yet  methinks  tliis  is  worse  tlian  I  dreamed 
ofy  when  the  worst  was  in  my  thouglits.  I  feared  to  oc- 
casion his  death,  not  bis  loss  of  fame.  For  God's  sake, 
young  Amelot,  do  what  tliou  canst,  and  that  without  loss 
of  time !  Get  thee  straightway  to  horse,  and  join  to  thy 
own  men  as  many  as  tliou  canst  gather  of  mine — Go — • 
ride,  my  brave  youth — show  thy  master's  banner,  and  let 
them  see  that  his  forces  and  ills  iicart  are  with  them, 
Uiough  his  person  be  absent.  Haste,  hnsto,  for  4he  time 
is  precious!" 

"  But  tlie  safety  of  this  castle — But  your  own  safety  ?" 
said  the  page.  '^  God  knows  how  willingly  I  would  do 
augjit  to  save  his  fame  !  But  I  know  my  muster's  mood  ;  ' 
and  were  you  to  suffer  by  my  leaving  the  Garde  Dolour- 
euse,  even  although  I  were  to  save  him  lands,  life,  and 
liotionr,  by  iiiy  doing  so,  I  should  be  more  like  to  taste  of 
his  dagger,  than  of  his  thanks  or  bounty." 

"  Go,  nevortliclcss,  dear  Amelot,"  said  she  ;  "  gather 
what  force  thou  canst  make,  and  be  prone." 

"You  spur  a  willing  horse,  n)adam,"  said  the  page, 
springing  to  his  feet ;  '*  and  in  the  condition  of  my  mas- 
ter, 1  see  nothing  better  than  that  his  imnner  should  bo 
displayed  against  these  churls." 

"To  arms,  then,"  said  Eveline,  hastily  ;  "  to  arms, 
and  win  tliy  spurs.  Bring  me  assurance  that  thy  master's 
honour  is  sate,  and  I  will  myself  buckle  them  on  thy 
heels.  Here — take  this  blessed  rosary — binrl  it  on  tliy 
crest,  and  be  tlie  thought  of  the  Virgin  of  the  Garde 
Doloureuse,  that  never  failed  a  votary,  strong  with  tliee 
in  tlie  hour  of  conflict." 

She  bad  scarcely  ended,  ere  Amelot  flew  from  her 
presence,  and  summoning  together  such  horse  as  he  could 
assemble,  both  of  his  master's,  and  of  those  belonging  to 
the  castle,  there  were  soon  forty  cavaliers  mounted  in  tlie 
court-yard. 

But  although  the  page  was  thus  far  readily  obeyed,  yet 
when  the  soldiers  heard  they  were  to  go  forl\\  ov\  ^  ^^xv- 
^erous  expedition,  witli  no  more    experienced  ^eTk^\«X 


300  TALES  OF  TBB   CKUSABBKt. 

than  a  youth  of  fifteen,  ihey  showed  a  dscided  rdudanci 
to  move  from  the  castle.  The  old  soldiers  of  De  Lacy 
Boid,  Daraiiin  himself  was  aliDOsI  too  youtbfui  tocaatDiaiid 
them,  and  Imd  no  ri^ht  to  delegate  liis  withority  to  a  men 
boy  ;*  while  the  followers  of  Berenger  said,  their  oitstTeii 
■night  be  satisfied  with  her  delirereDce  of  the  morniDg, 
without  trying  fori  her  dangurous  conclusions  by  diioinishiiig 
the  garrison  of  her  castle — "The  times,"  they  said,  "mn 
stormy,  aud  it  was  wisest  to  keep  a  stone  rcmf  over  tbor 
heads." 

The  more  the  soldiers  comrouaicated  their  idesi  and 
apprehensioDs  to  each  other,  the  stronger  their  diiincti- 
nation  to  the  undertaking  bccmne ;  and  when  Amelal, 
who,  pac;e-like,  had  gone  to  see  that  Ills  own  hone 
was  accoutred  and  brought  forth,  returned  lo  (he  cil- 
tie-yard,  he  found  them  standing  confusedly  b^eOlCf, 
some  mounted,  some  on  foot,  all  men  speaking  loud,  aDd 
all  in  a  state  of  disorder.  Ralph  Genvil,  a  veierao 
whose  face  was  seamed  with  many  a  scar,  and  triu  ' 
had  long  followed  the  trade  of  a  soldier  of  fortune,  stood  ' 
apart  from  the  rest,  holding  his  horse's  bridle  in  one  hand, 
atid  in  the  other  llie  Lanncr-spear,  around  whicb  the  ban- 
ner of  De  Lacy  was  still  folded. 

"  What  means  this,  Genvil  ?"  said  the  page,  angrily. 
"  Why  do  yoit  not  mount  your  horse  and  display  the  ban- 
ner ?  and  what  occasions  all  this  confusion  ?" 

"  Truly,  Sir  Page,"  said  Genvil,  composedly,  "  I  ua 
not  in  my  saddle,  because  I  liavc  some  regard   for  tliii 
old  silken  rag,  which  1  have  borne  to  honour  in  my 
time,  and    1  will    not  willingly  carry  it  where  men  art    | 
unwilling  to  follow  and  defend  it."  j 

"  No  march — no  sally — no  lifting  of  bamier  to-day!" 
cried  the  soldiers,  by  way  of  burden  to  tlic  banner-mao'i 
discourse. 

."How  now,  cowards?  do  you  mutiny  ?"  said  Amelo^ 
laying  his  hand  on  his  sword. 

"  Alenacc  not  me,  Sir  Boy,"  said  Genvil ;  "  norsbak*  j 
yniir  sword  my  way.  \  \c\\  ^%ft,  Amelot,  were  my  ' 
weapon  lo  cross  w'llU  youts.  iiCTit  ^ii  wiwv  ^ 
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:h&ff  than  I  would  make  splinters  of  your  hatched  and 
plded  toasting-iron.  I.x>ok  you,  there  are  grey-bearded 
men  here  that  care  not  to  be  l^d  about  on  any  boy's 
humour.  For  me,  I  stand  little  uix)n  that ;  and  I  care 
not  whether  one  boy  or  another  commands  me.  But  I 
am  the  Lacy's  man  for  the  time  ;  and  I  am  not  sure,  that 
m  marching  to  tlie  aid  of  this  Wild  Wenlock,  we  shall 
do  an  errand  the  Lacy  will  thank  us  for.  Why  led 
he  us  not  tiiither  in  the  morning,  when  we  were  com- 
manded off  into  the  mountains  ?" 

"  You  well  know  the  cause,"  said  the  page. 

'*  Yes,  we  do  know  the  cause  ;  or  if  we  do  not,  we  can 
guess  it,"  answered  the  banner-man,  with  a  horse  laugh, 
trbich  was  echoed  by  several  of  his  companions. 

"  I  will  cram*  the  calumny  down  thy  false  throat, 
Genvil  !"  said  tlie  page ;  and  drawing  his  sword,  threw 
himself  headlong  on  the  banner-man,  without  consider- 
ing their  great  difference  of  strength. 

Genril  was  contented  to  foil  his  attack  by  one,  and, 
as  it  seemed,  a  slight  movement  of  his  gigantic  arm, 
with  which  he  forced  the  page  aside,  parrying  at  tlie  same 
dme  liis  blow  with  the  staudard-spcar. 

There  was  another  loud  laugh,  and  Amelot,  feeling 
all  his  efibrts  baffled,  threw  his  sword  from  him,  and 
weeping  in  pride  and  indignation,  hastened  back  to  tell  tlie 
Lady  Eveline  of  his  bad  success.  <<  All,"  he  said,  "  is 
kist-— the  cowardly  villains  have  mutinied,  and  will  not 
move ;  and  tlie  blame  of  their  sloth  and  faint-heartcdness 
win  he  laid  on  my  dear  master." 

**  That  shall  never  be,"  said  Eveline,  "  should  I  di« 
to  prevent  it. — Follow  me,  Amelot." 

She  hasdly  tlirew  a  scarlet  scarf  over  her  dark  gar- 
ments, and  hastened  down  to  tlie  court-yard,  followed 
by  Gillian,  assuming  as  she  went  various  attitudes  and 
actions,  expressing  astonishment  and  pity,  and  by  Rose, 
carefully  suppressing  all  appearance  of  the  feelings  which 
she  reaQy  entertained. 

£6       VOL.    /. 
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Eveline  entered  die  castlc-court,  with  the  kin 
and  glowing  brow  whicli  her  ancestors  were  wen 
in  danger  and  extremity,  when  their  soul  was  i 
meet  die  storm,  and  displayed  in  tlieir  mien  i 
high  command  and  contempt  of  danger.  She 
at  tlie  moment  taller  than  her  usual  size  ;  and  it 
a  voice  distinct  and  clearly  heard,  though  not  e 
the  delicacy  of  feiuinine  tone,  tliat  the  mutinei 
her  address  them.  ^*  How  is  tliis,  my  mastei 
said ;  and  as  she  spoke,  the  bulky  forms  of  tl 
soldiers  seemed  to  draw  closer  together,  as  if  t 
her  individual  censure.  It  was  like  a  group  « 
water-fowl,  when  they  close  to  avoid  die  stoop  of 
and  beautiful  merlin,  dreading  the  superiority  < 
lure  and  breeding;  over  their  own  inert  physical 
— ^^  How  now  ?"  again  she  demanded  of  them 
a  time,  diink  ye,  to  mutiny,  when  your  lord  i 
and  his  nephew  and  lieutenant  lies  stretched 
of  sickness  ? — Is  it  duis  ye  keep  your  oaths  f— 
merit  your  leader's  bounty  ? — Shame  on  ye 
hounds,  that  quail  and  give  back  the  instant  ; 
Fight  of  the  huntsman  !" 

There  was  a  pause — die  soldiers  looked  on  ea 
and  dien  again  on  Eveline,  as  if  ashamed  alike 
out  in  their  mutiny,  or  to  return  to  dieir  usual  d: 

"  I  see  how  it  is,  my  brave  friends — ye  lack 
here ;  but  stay  not  for  that — I  will  guide  you 
and,  woman  as  I  am,  diere  need  not  a  man  of 
disgrace  where  a  Berenger  commands. — ^Trap 
■frey  with  a  steel  saddle,"  she  said,  "  and  that  in 
She  snatched  from  the  ground  die  page's  Ugl 
piece,  and  threw  it  over  her  hair,  caught  up  hi 
sword,  and  went  on.  "  Here  I  promise  you  n 
tenance  and  guidance — this  gentleman,"  she  p< 
Genvil,  "  shall  supply  my  lack  of  military  ski 
looks  like  a  man  that  hath  seen  many  a  day  c 
Had  can  well  teach  a  young  leader  her  devoir." 
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*'  Ceites/'  said  the  old  soldier,  smiling  in  spite  of 
himself,  and  shaking  his  head  at  the  same  time,  '*  manjr 
t  battle  have  1  seen,  but  never  luuler  such  a  commander." 

"  Nevertheless,"  said  Eveline,  seeing  ho'.v  tlie  eyes 
ot  the  rest  turned  on  Genvil,  "  you  do  not — cannot — 
will  not— refuse  to  follow  me  ?  You  do  not  as  a  sol- 
dier,  for  my  weak  voice  supplies  your  captain's  orders 
*— you  cannot  as  a  gentleman,  for  a  lady,  a  forlorn  and 
digressed  female,  asks  you  a  boon — ^)'ou  will  not  as  aif 
Englishman,  for  your  country  requires  your  sword,  and 
your  comrades  are  iu  danger.  Unfurl  your  baimer,  then, 
ud  march." 

^  I  would  do  so,  upon  my  soul,  fair  lady,"  answered 
Genvil,  as  if  preparing  to  unfold  the  banner — '<  and 
Amelot  might  lead  us  well  enough,  with  advantage  of 
tome  lessons  from  me.  But  I  wot  not  whether  you  are 
fending  us  on  tlie  right  road." 

**  Surely,  surely,"  said  Eveline,  earnestly ;  "  it  must 
be  the  right  road  which  conducts  you  to  the  relief  of 
Wenlock  and  his  followers,  besieged  by  the  insurgent 
boors." 

"  I  know  not,"  said  Genvil,  still  hesitating.  "  Our 
ksder  here,  Sir  Damian  de  Lacy,  protects  the  commons 
^"flien  say  he  befriends  them — and  1  know  he  quarrelled 
with  Wild  Wenlock  once  for  some  petty  wrong  he  did  to 
the  miller's  wife  at  Twyford.  We  should  be  finely  off, 
when  our  fiery  young  leader  is  on  foot  again,  if  he  should 
find  we  had  been  fighting  against  the  side  he  favoured." 

**  Assure  yourself,"  said  the  maiden,  anxiously,  *'  the 
more  be  would  protect  the  commons  against  oppression, 
the  more  he  would  put  them  down  when  oppressing 
others.  Mount  and  ride — save  Wenlock  and  his  men — 
there  is  life  and  death  in  every  moment.  I  will  warrant 
with  my  life  and  lands,  that  whatsoever  you  do  will  be 
held  good  service  to  De  Lacy.     Come,  then,  follow  me." 

**  None  surely  can  know  Sir  Damian's  purpose  bet- 
ter than  you,  fair  damsel,"  answered  Genvil  •,  "  v\^>j  ^  ^cit 
ibnitoMtier,  you  can  make  him  change  as  >{c\\?\ — N.vA 
o  I  win  march  with  tlw  men,  ami  we  w\\\  aid  \N  viw\oO«^' 
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yet  time,  as  I  Irusl  it  may ;  for  lie  is  a  ru^sed  vraiT, 
ivhvii  he  tiii'iis  to  bay,  will  cost  the  txmra  lilood  cnmigb 
r«  llicy  EoiiiiH  a  mort.  Hut  <!o  yno  remain  withio  iJm 
castle,  fair  lady,  mid  trust  tu  Aciidut  and  ma, — Cnmvi 
Sir  Pagi;,  asiiuiiiu  llio  command,  since  so  Jt  must  tw) 
tliouf^li  by  my  faith  it  is  pity  to  lake  the  head-piecv  frau 
that  (treily  head,  sjid  the  sivoid  from  tluit  [iretty  liand^ 
By  Saiut  George  !  to  sec  them  tlicre  is  a  crixlil  la  tlw  J 
soldier's  profession."  *  1 

Tlic   lady  accordingly   surrendered  the   weapoM  tf  ■ 
lelot,  I'xhorting  him  in    few  words  lo  forg:ct  tlic  offca 
had    received,  and  do  his  devoir  mnnfidly.       Alei 
ite  Gciivil  slowly  tmrolled  the  pennon — liicn  shoot 
irond,  and  witlutul  putting  his  foot  in  the  slirnip,  ni 
ttiMsvK  a  little  with  resting  on  the  spear,  and  thnw  hi 
siilf  into  the  saddle,  heavily  armed  as  he  was.     "  We  ■ 
reaily  now,  an  it  Ijlic  your  juvenility,"  said  ho  to  Aind 
aud  theti  while  the  page  was  putting  the  linnd  into  Drd 
lie  whispered  to  his  nearest  comrade,  "  Methinks,  laiU 
of  lliis  old  snallun's  toil,'^  wu  sinuld  muslcr  rarely  uod 
a  hruidered  petticoat — a  furhelowcd  petticoat  has  no  I 
htvr  in  my  mind. — Ixiok  you,  Stephen  Ponloys— I  i 
'VCgivc  Damiun  now  for  forgulttng  Ills  uncle  and  bit  Q 
k'diluhout  this  wench;  foihy  my  fullhshe  isooo] 
B   doted  to  deaUi  upon  par  amourt.    All '  evil  hick 
women's  portion  ! — llicy   t^overn  us  at  evciy  tl 
phcn,  and  ul  every  age.      VVhcu  ihey  are  youog,  t 
■ribe  us  with  fair  looks  und  sugared  words,  stveot  lu 
•mti  love  tokens  ;  and  when  they  are  of  middle  Oge,ll 
'!!||prk  us  lo  their  will  by  presents  and  coiirtrtics,  red  « 
And  red  ^old  ;   and  »hcti  ihey  nre  old,  we  are  foia  U 
their  errands  lo  (;ei  out  of  sl^ht  of  their  old  loaiheni ' 
i(gcs.     Well,  old  De  I^tcy  shniihl  have  staid  at  borne  i 
watched  his  falron.     Itut  it  is  nil  one  to  us,  Sleplten,! 
we  may  make  some  vantage  to-dny,  for  these  boon  t 
|dundered  more  than  one  castle." 
,  "Ay,  ay,"  answered  Pomoysjtko  "hoorlothob 
Mfid  llio  h.-inner-iiiu  -    -•    •  .... 
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But,  prttbe«,  canst  thou  say  why  his  page-ship  leads  ut 
noC  forward  yet?" 

"  Pshaw !"  answered  Genvil,  "  the  shske  1  gnve  him 
baa  addlttd  his  brains — or  percliaiicc  lie  has  not  swallow- 
sd  all  his  tears  yet ;  sloth  it  is  not,  for  'tis  a  foruard  coclceril 
far  his  years,  wherever  honour  is  to  be  iron. — See,  thcv 
Hhw  begin  to  move. — Well,  it  is  a  singular  thing  this  gen- 
tle blood,  Stephen  ;  for  here  is  a  ctjtld  whom  I  but  now 
baffled  like  a  school-boy,  must  lead  tis  qrey-beards  where 
«e  may  get  our  heads  broken,  and  that  at  llie  command 
of  a  light  lady." 

"  I  warrant  Sir  Dnmian  is  secretary  to  iny  pretty  lady," 
■niwered  Stephen  Poiitoys,  "  as  this  springuld  Ametot 
•  la  Sir  Damian  ;  and  so  we  poor  men  must  obey  and 
keep  our  mouths  shut." 

"  But  our  eyes  open,  Stephen  Pontoys — forget  not 
tbau" 

They  were  by  this  time  out  of  the  gates  of  the  castle, 
■pd  upon  tlie  road  leading  tn  the  village,  in  which,  as  they 
luderstood  by  the  intelligence  of  die  morning,  Wenlock 
waa  besieged  or  blockaded  by  a  greatly  superior  number 
of  lli«  insurgent  commons.  Amelot  rode  at  the  head  of 
dw  troop,  still  embarrassed  by  the  affront  whirh  ho  had 
ncBived  in  presence  of  the  soldiers,  and  lost  in  meditat- 
ing bow  he  was  to  eke  out  that  deficiency  of  experience, 
«hicb  on  former  occasions  had  been  supplied  by  the  coun- 
ttlsof  the  banner-man,  with  whom  lie  was  ashamed  to 
Wek  a  reconcilia^on.  llut  Genvil  was  not  of  a  nature 
ibaolutely  sullen,  though  an  habitual  grumbler.  He  rode 
If  to  the  page,  and  having  made  his  obeisance,  respect- 
fully asked  him  whether  it  were  not  well  that  some  one 
or  two  of  their  number  pricked  forward  upon  good  hors- 
es to  leara  how  it  stood  with  Wenlock,  and  whether 
tbey  should  be  able  to  come  up  in  time  to  his  assistance. 

"  Metbinks,  banner-man,"   answered   Amelot,    "  you 
ahould  take  the  ruling  of  the   troop,  since  you  know  so 
fittingly  what  should  be  done.     You  may  be  the  &\\.%i  \a 
vaauamd,  because — Bal  I  will  not  upbi%\&  ^om^ 
3S*     voit.  I. 
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**- Because  1  know  50  ill  how  10  obey,"  replied  Gcnril; 
"  that  is  wlint  you  noiild  say  ;  and  by  my  faitli,  I  cimM 
deny  but  there  may  be  some  tnilb  in  it.  But  is  il  Ml 
peevisli  in  tlicc  to  let  a  fair  expedilicm  be  nnviiely  dob* 
ilucted,  because  of  a  foolish  n'ord  or  a  sudden  action?— 
Come,  lei  it  be  peace  wiUi  us." 

"  Willi  nil  my  heart,"    answered  Amelot  ;  "  and  1  wU 
send  oiU  an  advanced  parly  upon  the  odveniure,  as  tboa    , 
hsst  advised  me." 

"  Let  it  be  old  Stephen  Pontoys  and  two  of  the  Cbotcr 
spears — he  is  as  wily  as  an  old  lux,  and  neitlier  hope  mt 
fear  will  draw  him  a  hajfbrcadtb  farther  tlion  judpneiil 
warrants." 

Amelot  eagerly  embraced  the  hint,  and,  al  Iiis  eon- 
inantl,  Pontoys  and  two  lances  darted  forward  to  recofr 
noiire  the  road  before  lliem,  niid  inquire  into  the  con(G- 
tion  of  those  whom  (hey  were  advancing  to  succour. 
"  And  now  that  we  arc  on  the  old  terms.  Sir  Page,"  aid 
the  banner-man,  "  tell  me,  if  thou  canst,  dodi  not  yondcf 
fair  lady  love  our  hondsomc  knight  par  amoyrt  V 

"It  is  a  false  calumny,"  said  Amelot  iiKlignanitj ; 
"  betrothed  as  she  is  to  his  uncle,  I  am  conTinced  ibt 
would  rather  die  than  have  such  a  thought,  and  sowauU 
our  master.  I  have  noted  this  heretical  belief  in  ibM 
before  now,  Gcnvil,  and  1  have  prayed  ibee  to  check  it- 
You  know  tlie  thing  cannot  be,  for  you  know  tbey  ban 
scarce  ever  met." 

"  How  should  I  know  that,"  said  Genri],  "  or  iboa 
either  ?  Watch  iliem  ever  so  close — much  water  ilidei 
past  the  mill  that  Hob  Miller  never  wots  of.  They  in 
correspond  ;  diat,  at  least,  thou  canst  not  deny?" 

"  I  do  deny  it,"  said  Amelot,  *'  as  I  deny  all  thai  cai 
touch  their  honour." 

"  Then  how,  in  Heaven's  name,  comes  he  by  nick 
perfect  knowledge  of  her  motions,  as  he  has  displayed  no 
longer  since  than  the  morning  i" 

"  How  should  1  tell  ?"  answered  the  page  ;  "  therak 
auch   things,  surely,  as  sa\nt&  &n&  %wA  «n^e!i%  vti  H 
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fae  lie  me  on  eftrth  deserves  their  protection,  it  is 

Dime  Eveline  Berenger." 
'*Wcll  said,  Master  Counsel-keeper,"  replied  Genvil, 

kughing  ;  "  but  that  will  hardly  pass  on  an  old  trooper. 

*^aints  and   angels,  quotlia !  most  saintlike  doings,  I 

warrant  you." 
The  page  was  about  to  continue  his  angry  vindication, 

vhcD  Stephen  Pontoys  and  his  followers  returned  upon 

(he  spur.     **  Wenlock  holds  out  bravel} ,"   he  exclaimed, 

''though  he  is  felly  girded  in  with  these  boors.  The  large 
cross*bows  are  doing  good  service ;  and  I  little  doubt  his 
making  his  place  good  till  we  come  up,  if  it  please  you 
to  ride  something  sharply.  They  have  assailed  the  bar- 
riers, and  were  close  up  to  them  even  now,  but  wero 
driven  back  with  small  success." 

The  party  were  now  put  in  as  rapid  motion  as  might 
eoDsist  witli  order,  and  soon  reached  the  top  of  a  small 
eminence,  beneath  which  lay  tlie  village  where  Wenlock 
was  making  his  defence.  The  air  rung  with  the  cries 
and  shouts  of  the  insurgents,  who,  numerous  as  bees,  and 
possessed  of  that  dogged  spirit  of  courage  so  peculiar  to 
the  English,  thronged  like  ants  to  the  barriers,  and  en- 
deavoured to  break  down  tlie  palisades,  or  to  climb  over 
them  in  despite  of  the  showers  of  stones  and  arrows  from 
within,  by  which  tliey  suffered  great  loss,  as  well  as  by 
the  swords  and  battle-axes  of  the  men-at-arms,  whenever 
tliey  came  to  hand-blows. 
**  We  are  in  time,  we  are  in  time,"  said  Amelot,  drop- 

Emg  the  reins  of  his  bridle,  and  joyfully  clapping  his 
ands ;  "  shake  thy  banner  abroad,  Genvil — give  Wen- 
lock and  his  fellows  a  fair  view  of  it. — Comrades,  halt — 
breathe  your  horses  for  a  moment. — Hark  hitlier,  Genvil 
—If  we  descend  by  yonder  broad  pathway  into  the 
meadow  where  the  cattle  are — " 

'*  Bravo,  my  young  falcon  !"  replied  Genvil,  whose 
love  of  battle,  like  that  of  the  war-horse  of  Job,  kindled 
at  the  sight  of  the  spears,  and  at  the  sound  of  the  trum-  . 
pet ;  "  we  shall  have  then  an  easy  &e\d  for  ^  eVi^t^^  ^^ 
yoader  kna  rea^ '' 
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'  "  What  s  thick  black  ch>ud  t)ic  villains  mike !"  mai 
Amclot ;  "  but  ne  will  let  day-liglit  through  it  with  oar 
kinces^See,  Genvil,  ilie  dsAiDden  hoist  s  sigiul  to  shoir 
they  have  seen  us." 

"  A  siciiiRl  to  us  !"  osclaimed  Genvil.  "  By  Heaven, 
it  is  a  white  flag — a  signal  of  surrender." 

"  Surrender !  tiiey  cannot  dream  of  it,  when  we  are  a^ 
vancing  to  their  succour,"  replied  Amelat ;  when  two  or 
three  melancholy  notes  from  ilii.  trumpets  of  the  bes«^ 
ed,  with  a  thundering  and  tuniuhuons  acclanintion  fivn 
the  besiegers,  rendered  the  fact  indisputable. 

"Down goes  Wenlock's  pennon,"  said  Genvil,  **iiid 
the  churls  enter  the  barricades  on  all  points. — Here  hH 
been  cowardice  or  treachery — What  is  to  he  done  ?" 

"  Advance  on  iliem,"  said  Amckit,  "  retake  the  pbcC) 
and  deliver  the  prisoners." 

"  Advance,  indeed !"  answered  tlie  hanner-man— 
"  Not  a  horse's  length  by  my  counsel — we  should  ha»e 
every  nail  in  our  corslets  counted  with  arrow-^hot,  beJbn 
we  got  down  the  hill  in  tlie  face  of  such  a  multitude }  and 
the  place  to  storm  aftenvards — It  were  mere  insanity." 

"  Yet  coine  a  little  forward  along  with  me,"  said  tba 
page  ;  "  perhaps  we  may  find  some  path  by  which  Wi 
could  descend  unpcrceived," 

Accordingly  they  rode  forward  a  little  way  to  recoiH 
noitre  the  face  of  the  hill,  the  page  still  urging  the  poiM- 
bility  of  descending  it  unperccivcd  amid  the  confusioa, 
when  Genvil  answered  impatiently,  "  Unpcrceived  !— 
you  are  already  perceived — here  comes  a  fellow,  pricking 
towards  us  as  fast  as  his  beast  may  trot." 

As  he  spoke,  the  rider  came  up  to  them.  He  was  a 
short,  thick-set  peasant,  in  an  ordinary  frieze  jacket  and 
hose,  with  a  blue  cap  on  his  head,  which  he  had  been 
scarcely  able  to  pull  over  a  shock  head  of  red  liair,  that 
seemed  in  arms  to  repel  the  covering.  The  man's  bands 
were  bloody,  and  he  carried  at  liis  saddle-bow  a  Hnen 
tsff,  which  was  also  stained  wrth  Wood,  "  Ye  be  of  D*- 
tnian  de  Lacy's  company-,  \>e>fc  wov^""  %i\i  '^KaToAH 
messenger;  aad,  wlien  tliey  aoav.«.«& "«»''' «.__-a — 
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he  proeoededy  with  the  same  blunt  courtesy, "  Hob  Miller 
orTwyrord  commends  him  toDainiun  de  L^cy,aDd,kiiow- 
iog  his  purjwse  to  amend  disorders  in  the  commonwealth. 
Hob  Miller  sends  him  toll  of  the  grist  which  he  hnth  grind- 
ed j"  and  with  tlmt  he  took  from  the  bag  a  human  head, 
and  tendered  it  to  Amclot. 

**  It  is  Weidock's  head/'  said  Genvil — "  bow  his  eyes 
stare !" 

**  They  will  stare  after  no  more  wenches  now/'  said 
the  boor—'*  I  have  cured  him  of  caterwauling." 

"  Thou  !**  said  Amelot,  stepping  back  in  disgust  and 
indignation. 

"  Yes,  I  myself,"  replied  the  peasant ;  *'  I  am  Grand 
Justiciary  of  the  Commons,  for  lack  of  a  better." 

'*  Grand  hangman,  thou  would'st  say,"  replied  Genvil. 

"  Call  it  what  thou  list,"  replied  tlie  peasant  '*  Truly, 
it  behoves  men  in  state  to  give  good  example.  I'll  bid 
no  man  do  tliat  I  am  not  ready  to  do  myself.  It  is  as 
easy  to  bang  a  man,  as  to  say  hang  him  ;  wc  will  have  no 
spiitling  of  offices  in  this  new  world,  which  is  happily  set 
up  in  old  Enf;laud." 

"Wretch  !"  said  Amelot,  '^  take  back  thy  bloody  token 
to  them  that  sent  tlicc  !  Had'st  thou  not  come  upon  as* 
surance,  I  had  pinned  thee  to  the  eardi  widi  my  lance — 
Uut,  be  assured,  your  cruelty  shall  be  fearfully  avenged. 
-^^oine,  GenvU,  let  us  to  our  men  ;  there  is  no  farther 
use  in  abiding  here." 

The  fellow,  who  had  expected  a  very  different  recep« 
lion,  stood  staring  after  them  for  a  few  moments,  then 
replaced  his  bloody  trophy  in  the  wallet,  and  rode  back  to 
them  wbo  sent  him. 

''This  comes  of  meddling  with  men's  amourcttu/* 
said  Genvil;  ''Sir  Damian  would  needs  brawl  with 
Weoiock  about  his  dealings  with  this  miller's  daughter, 
and  you  see  they  account  him  a  favourer  of  their  enter* 
prize  ;  it  will  be  well  if  others  do  not  take  up  the  same 
opinion.— I  wish  we  were  rid  of  the  trouble  which  such 
suspicions  ma/  bring  upon  us — ay,  were  \l  tiX  >^v^  y^\c^ 
afwjr  best  Jjorsc — I  am  like  lo  lowi  him  aX  %\\^  tWft  'wci 
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ifae  day's  liard  service,  lad  I  would  it  were  tbe  mnt  it 
is  to  cost  us." 

The  party  returned,  wearied  and  discomforted,  to  tbe 
castle  of  ilie  Garde  Doloureuse,  and  not  witltoui  losing 
several  of  (iicir  number  by  tlie  way,  some  slra^Iin^, 
owing  to  llic  weariness  or  tlicir  horses,  and  others  taking 
tlie  op)K>iiuniTy  of  desertion,  in  order  td'^in  with  llie 
hands  of  insiirgcnls  and  plunderers,  nlio  had  now  gstln 
ercd  together  in  different  quarters,  aod  were  augmecled 
by  recruits  from  the  dissolute  soldier}'. 

Amolol,  on  his  return  to  the  castle,  found  llut  the  Etiie 
of  his  master  was  siill  very  precarious,  and  tliat  tbe 
Lady  Eveline,  though  much  exhausted,  had  not  yet  re- 
tired to  rest,  hut  was  awaiting  his  return  with  impatience. 
He  was  introduced  to  her  accordingly,  and,  with  a  heavy 
heart,  mentioned  the  ineffectual  ei'cnt  of  his  expeditjon. 

"  tioK  (lie  saints  liave  pity  u|>on  us  !"  said  the  l^dy 
Eveline  ;  "  for  it  seems  ns  if  a  plague  or  pest  aitaclied  ts 
me,  and  CKtcndcd  itself  to  all  kIio  interest  themseh'es  in 
my  welfare.  From  (lie  nioiiieut  they  do  so  tlieir  veij 
virtues  hecanic  snares  to  tliciii  ;  and  what  would,  in 
every  other  cnsc,  recommend  tlicni  to  liouour,  is  turned 
Id  desuuction  to  the  friends  of  Eveline  Bereneer." 

"  Fear  not,  fair  lady,"  replied  Amelot ;  "  tliere  an 
still  men  enough  in  tny  master's  camp  to  put  down  tliew 
disturbers  of  (he  public  peace.  1  will  but  abide  to  r^ 
ceive  his  instructions,  and  will  hence  to-morrow,  and 
draw  out  a  force  to  restore  <]uiet  in  this  part  of  tbe 
country." 

"  Alas  !  you  know  iwt  yet  the  worst  of  it,"  repEed 
Eveline.  "  Since  you  went  hence  we  have  received 
certain  notice,  that  when  Uie  soldiers  at  Sir  Danuin^ 
camp  heard  of  tlic  accident  vvJiich  he  this  morning  met 
witli,  already  discontented  with  the  innciivc  life  which  tb^ 
had  of  late  led,  and  dispirited  by  the  hurts  and  reported 
death  of  their  leader,  tliey  have  all(M;cther  broken  op 
find  dispersed  their  forces. — ^Yct  be  of  good  courage,  Ann 
ehtf"  she  said  ;  "  tliis  iiowsc  w  ttTcm^  cvvou^  to  ben 
out  a  worse  tempest  tVian  anY  ii\«.»a\\V.eVi  \a\i»  ■^ 
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on  h  ;  and  if  aD  men  desert  your  master  in  woimds  and 
affliction,  it  becomes  yet  more  the  part  of  Eveline  Beren- 
ger  to  shelter  and  protect  her  deliverer." 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

"  Let  oar  proud  tnimpH  riinke  their  caatle  waD, 
Menacing  death  and  ruin/' 

Or  WAT. 

The  evil  news  with  which  the  last  chapter  concluded 
were  necessarily  told  to  Damian  de  Lacy»  as  the  person 
whom  they  chiefly  concerned ;  and  Lady  Eveline  her- 
self undertook  the  task  of  communicating  them,  mingling 
what  she  said  with  tears,  and  again  interrupting  Uiose 
tears  to  suggest  topics  of  hope  and  comfort,  which  car- 
ried no  consolation  to  her  own  bosom. 

The  wounded  knight  continued  with  his  face  turned 
towards  her,  listening  to  the  disastrous  tidings,  as  one 
who  was  no  otherwise  affected  by  them,  tlian  as  they 
regarded  her  who  told  tlie  story.  When  she  had  done 
speaking,  he  continued  as  in  a  reverie,  with  his  eyes  so 
intently  fixed  upon  her,  that  slie  rose  up,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  withdrawing  from  looks  by  which  she  felt  herself 
embarrassed.  He  hastened  to  speak,  that  he  might 
prevent  her  departure.  *'  All  that  you  have  said,  fair 
itdy,"  he  replied,  **  had  been  enough,  if  told  by  anoth- 
er, to  have  broken  my  heart ;  for  it  tells  me  that  the  pow^ 
er  and  honour  of  my  house,  so  solemnly  committed  to 
my  charge,  have  been  blasted  in  my  misfortunes.  But 
when  I  look  |^n  you,  and  hear  your  voice,  I  forget 
everytliing,  saving  that  you  have  been  rescued,  and  are 
here  in  honour  and  safety.  Let  me  tlierefore  ^c^y  ^^ 
jnmr  goodness  that  I  may  be  removed  (torn  \\\q  ^^*9i\^ 
B:tjch  balds  jrott^  and  sent  elsewhere •    I  am  m  ttfi  *i«^ 
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ronhy  of  yotir  farther  rnre,  sitico  I  linve  no 
swords  of  otliers  nl  my  disposisl,  Biiil  am   totally 
for  tlie  present  lo  draw  my  o»  d." 

"  Aiid  if  you  arc  generous  enoiigti  to  lliitik  of  III 
ir  own  niisforiunes,  noble  kntgliC,"  aiisnered  EvH 
n  you  sui>pos(!  llint  I  forget  nlicrcrorMnnO  in  wh 

^Gctic,  iliese"  wounds  were  incurred  ?^^o,  Dami 

s])eak  not  of  removal — nliilo  there  is  a  itirret  €»f ' 

Garde  Ooloiueuse  staodiiig,  wiiltln  ibat  turret  diall  ] 

I        find  shelter  and  protcciion.     Siich.-l  am  well  i 

Iiuld  be  the  plcasnrc  of  your  uncle,  were  he  here 
rson." 
It  seemed  as  if  a  sudden  pang  of  his  wound  had  » 
onDamian;  for,  repealing  the  words  "  My  uncb 
writhed  himself  round,  and  avvnod  his  mce  6< 
teline  ;  thenngain  composing  himself,  rrpiicd,  **A\t 
ew  my  uncle  how  ill  1  have  obeyed  hisprcefpb,^ 
ad  of  slicltering  me  within  this  honsc,  be  would  «^ 
tnnnd  me  to  be  flnng  from  the  battlrnirnls." 

"Fear  not  his  displensurr,"  said  Eveline,  spm  J 

I  ring  lo  withdraw;  "  but  endeavonr,  by  the  conr^ 
your  spirit,  to  aid  the  heating  of  your  woimds  j  % 
lotibt  not,  you  will  be  able  again  to  estabSsb  ^ 
Jer  in  tlie  Constable's  jurisdiction,  long  before 
She  coloured  as  she  pronounced  the  last  words, 
Elily  left  Ihc  apartment.  Whtn  she  was  in  her 
Siiiber  she  di.smissed  her  other  attendants,  and  reu 
ed  Rose.  "  What  dost  thoii  think  of  ibese  things, 
wise  maiden  and  monliress  ?"  said  she. 

*'  I  would,"  replied  Rose,  "  either  that  this  yoi 
knight  bad  never  entered  this  castle — or,  that  being  lii 
he  could  presently  leave  it— or,  lliat  be  could  honti 
sbly  remain  hero  for  ever." 

'  What  dost  Ihou  mean  by  remaining  here  lor  ewi 

)  Eveline,  sharply  and  hastily. 

I"  Let   me  answer  that  question  with  another— 14 


THE   BETBOTUEO.  913 

"Three   years  come   Saint  Clement's  Day,''   said 
Ercline ;  **  and  what  of  tliat  f " 

"Nay,  notliing,  but '* 

"  But  what  ? — I  command  you  to  speak  out." 

^*  A  few  weeks  will  place  your  hand  at  your  own  disposal.'' 

''  And  thiy^ouy  Rose,"  said  Eveline,  rising  with  dig- 
nity, <^  that  l^c  are  no  bonds  save  those  which  are  drawn 
by  the  scribe's  pen  ? — We  know  little  of  the  Constable's 
adventures  ;  but  we  know  enough  to  show  that  his  tow- 
ering liopes  have  fallen,  and  his  sword  and  courage 
proved  too  weak  to  change  the  fortunes  of  the  Sultan 
Saladin.  Suppose  him  returning  some  brief  time  hence, 
«s  we  have  seen  so  many  crusaders  regain  their  homes, 
poor  and  broken  in  health — suppose  diat  he  finds  his 
lands  laid  waste,  and  Ids  followers  dispersed,  by  the  con- 
aequence  of  tlieir  late  misfortunes,  how  would  it  sound 
should  he  also  find  that  his  betrothed  bride  had  wedded 
and  endowed  witli  her  substance  the  nephew  whom  he 
most  trusted  ? — Dost  diou  think  such  an  engagement  is 
like  a  Lombard's  mortgage,  which  must  be  redeemed 
cm  the  very  day,  else  forfeiture  is  sure  to  be  awarded  .^" 

*'  I  cannot  tell,  madam,"  replied  Rose  ;  '*  but  they  that 
keep  tlieir  covenant  to  the  letter,  are,  in  my  country, 
lield  bound  to  no  more." 

"That  is  a  Flemish  fashion,  Rose,"  said  her  mistress ; 
''  but  the  honour  of  a  Norman  is  not  satisfied  with  an 
observance  so  limited.  Whnt  !  wouldst  thou  have  my 
hcMiour,  my  affections,  my  duty,  all  tliat  is  most  valuable 
to  a  woman,  depend  on  the  same  progress  of  the  kalen- 
dar  which  an  usurer  watches  for  the  purpose  of  seizing 
on  a  forfeited  pledge  ? — Am  1  such  a  mere  commodity 
that  I  must  belong  to  one  man  if  he  claims  me  before 
Michaelmas,  to  another  if  he  comes  afterwards  ? — No, 
Rose,  I  did  not  tlius  interpret  my  engagement,  sanction- 
ed as  it  was  by  the  special  providence  of  Our  Lady  of 
the  Garde  Doloureusc." 

"  It  is  a  feeling  wortliy  of  you,  my  dearest  lady^"  an- 
nrered  tlie  attendant ',  ''  yet  you  are  so  youxv^ — ^v>\^i^\ 
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nitli    i^erils so  miich  cxjioseil  to  calumnjr— thai  I,  it 

least,  lookiii:;  funvard  to  tlic  lime  vlien  you  may  haM 
a  legiil  coinpitiiioii  and  protector,  sec  it  as  an  eztricatioa 
from  much  doubt  and  danger." 

"  Do  not  tl)iiik  of  it,  Uose,"  ansnercd  £\'eliDe ;  "  do 
not  liken  your  mistress  to  iliosc  providMkdaincs,  trlio, 
while  njic  hti^bnnd  yet  Vnc9,  thutigh  io  iVage  or  weak 
health,  nre  pnideiiily  engnp;ed  in  plotting  for  another." 

"  Enough,  my  dearest  lady,"  said  Rose  j—"  yet  not 
so.  Permit  me  one  woi'd  more.  Since  you  are  deiei^ 
mined  not  to  avail  yoitrself  of  your  freedom,  cveo  vbei 
tlie  fnlal  period  of  your  engngcment  is  expired,  why  su^ 
fer  this  young  man  to  share  our  solitude  ? — He  is  surely 
well  enough  to  he  rcmD\-ed  to  some  other  place  of  aecfr 
rity.  I^et  us  resume  our  former  sequestered  mode  of 
life,  imtil  Providence  send  us  some  better  or  more  cei^ 
tain  prospects." 

Eveline  sighed — looked  down — ilicn  looking  upwardly 
once  more  had  opened  her  lips  to  express  her  willingnett 
to  enforce  so  reasonable  an  arrangement,  but  for  Dami- 
an*s  recent  wounds,  and  the  distracted  slate  of  the  couih 
try,  when  she  nas  inlerrupled  by  the  shrill  sotmd  of 
trmnpets,  blown  before  the  gnte  of  the  castle  ;  and  R^ 
ou),  witli  anxiety  on  his  brow,  came  limping  to  inform  hii 
lady,  that  a  knight,  nltended  by  a  pursulvani-at'Orms,  in 
ilie  royal  livery,  ivith  a  strong  guard,  was  in  front  of  the 
castle,  and  demanded  admittance  in  the  nanie  of  tlie  Kin^ 

Evchne  paused  a  moment  ere  she  replied,  "  Not  e«n 
to  the  King's  order  shall  the  castle  of  my  ancestors  ba 
opened,  until  we  are  well  assured  of  the  person  by  whom, 
and  the  pur)K)se  for  which,  It  is  demanded.  Wo  inO 
oursclf  to  the  gate,  and  learn  ttie  meaning  of  this  suin- 
mons. — My  veil.  Rose  ;  and  call  my  women. — Agaio 
that  trumpet  sounds  !    Alas !  it  rings  like  a  signal  to  death 

-'  niin." 

prophetic   apprehensions  of  Eveline  were   not 

"arce  bad  she  reached  the  door  of  tlie  aput* 

'  I         -■  was  met.  \i^  l\w  ^ixe,c  KnvttVA^  \a  a  auie 

ta  ■  '■'  ap\i«!Uen5\Qw  as  an  0«.t*  A  Obvi^i^ 
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scarce  on  any  occasion  pcrnnittcd  to  display. 
"  Lady,  noble  lady,"  be  said,  baslily  bending  bis  knee 
to  Eveline,  "  save  my  dearest  master  ! — You,  and  you 
alone,  can  save  bim  ut  tbis  extremity." 

"  I  !**  said  Eveline,  in  astonisliment — "  I  save  bim  ? 
—And  from^riuit  danger  f — God  knows  bow  willingly  !" 

Tliere  sh^Ropped  sbort,  as  if  afraid  to  trust  berself 
with  expressing  wbat  rose  to  bcr  lips. 

^*  Guy  Montbcrmer,  lady,  is  at  tbe  gate,  witb  a  pur- 
nivant  and  tbe  royal  banner.  Tbe  bereditary  enemy 
of  the  House  of  Lacy,  tbus  accompanied,  comes  bitber 
fi>r  no  good — tlie  extent  of  tbe  evil  I  know  not,  but  for 
evil  he  comes.  My  master  slew  bis  nepbcw  at  tbe  field 
of  Malpas,  and  therefore "  He  was  here  interrupt- 
ed by  another  flourish  of  trum|)Cts,  which  rung  as  if  in 
shrill  impatience  through  the  vaults  of  tbe  ancient  fortress. 

The  Lady  Eveline  basted  to  tbe  gate,  and  found  that 
die  wardens,  and  others  who  attended  there,  were  look- 
ing on  each  other  with  doubtful  and  alarmed  countcnan- 
ees,  which  they  turned  upon  her  at  bcr  arrival,  as  if  to 
•eek  from  their  mistress  the  comfort  and  the  courage 
which  they  could  not  commimicate  to  each  other. 
Witliout  the  gate,  mounted,  and  in  complete  armour, 
was  an  elderly  and  stately  knight,  whose  raised  visor  and 
beaver  depressed,  showed  a  beard  already  grizzled. 
Beside  him  appeared  the  pursuivant  on  horseback  ;  the 
royal  arms  embroidered  on  bis  heraldic  dress  of  office, 
and  all  the  importance  of  offended  consequence  on  bis 
countenance,  which  was  shaded  by  bis  barret-cap  and 
triple  plume.  They  were  attended  by  a  body  of  about 
fifty  soldiers,  arranged  under  tbe  guidon  of  England. 

When  the  Lady  Eveline  appeared  at  the  barrier,  tlio 
koight,  after  a  slight  reverence,  which  seemed  more  in 
ibrmal  courtcsv  than  in  kindness,  demanded  if  be  saw 
tiie  daughter  of  Kaymond  Hcrenger.  '^  And  is  it,"  bo 
eontinucd,  when  he  bad  received  an  answer  in  ibe  aflir- 
wative,  •*  before  ib«  castle  of  that  approved  and  favour- 
ed servant  of  the  House  of  Anjou,  \\\alTtw?,\\v?.wx>f^ 
nmpctB  have  thrice  mounded,  wilhoul  oVAimwv^  «sw  «^ 


ikmaamn  **  fawv*  dat  ta  Uw  p 
ihmmmwtijth  n  Itu  Gnce  ibe 
widitD  jmv  mils  r  body  of  ni 
gatrd  tliis  imporlani  rasile  both 
inti,  wlm  burn  uid  alay,  SDd 
MM  be  expected,  will,  Bccordi 
«f  disturbance,  make  incursions 
your  gates,  then,  Lndy  of  Bereng 
woea  lo  enter  tiie  casLle." 
'  **  Sir  Knight,"  aaswercd  tlie 
nui  other  fortresB  in  England 
hat  Bj  law  also  I  am  the  keep 
■■dk  IB  the  tenure  by  which  m 
kada.  I  faaro  men  enough  to  n 
WHaon  in  ny  time,  as  my  fadi 
hifi)M-Uni,  delendod  it  in  iheirs. 
I»  nod  ne  succours,  but  I  need  ; 
.  Midler  do  I  thbk  it^fe  to  ado^ 
vkovnay,  in  this  kwless  time,  m 
li'it  far  other  than  its  lawful  mis 
hiWIiidjr,''  replied  the  old  warr 


Tire   BBTBOTHBD.  317 

Ktde  credit  to  your  loyalty  as  a  Tassal,  or  your  conduct 
as  a  bigh-born  maiden.  Deliver  him  up  to  us,  and  1  will 
draw  off  these  men-at-arms,  and  dispense,  tliough  I  may 
scarce  answer  doing  so,  with  the  occupation  of  the  castle." 

*•  Guy  de  Monthcrmer,''  answered  Eveline,  "  he  that 
throws  a  staij^on  my  name,  speaks  falsely  and  unwor- 
tliily  ;  as  forVamian  de  Lacy,  he  knows  how  to  defend 
his  own  fame.  This  only  let  me  say,  that  while  he  takes 
bis  abode  in  the  castle  of  the  betrothed  of  his  kinsman, 
she  delivers  him  to  no  one,  least  of  all  to  his  well-known 
feudal  enemy. — Drop  the  portcullis,  wardens,  and  let  it 
not  be  raised  without  my  special  order." 

The  portcullis,  as  she  spoke,  fell  rattling;  and  clanging 
to  the  ground,  and  Monthermer,  in  baffled  spite,  remain- 
ed excluded  from  the  castle.  "  Unworthy  lady — "  he 
began  in  passion,  then  checking  himself,  said  calmly 
to  the  pursuivant,  '^  Ye  are  witness  that  she  liath  admit- 
ted that  the  traitor  is  within  that  castle — ^ye  are  witness 
that,  lawfully  summoned,  this  Eveline  Bcrenger  refuses 
to  deliver  him  up.  Do  your  duty,  Sir  Pursuivant,,  as  is 
usual  in  such  cases." 

The  pursuivant  then  advanced  and  proclaimed,  in 
the  formal  and  fatal  phrase  hcfitting  the  occasion,  that 
Eveline  Bcrenger,  lawfully  summoned,  refusing  to  ad- 
mit the  King's  forces  into  her  castle,  and  to  deliver  up 
the  body  of  a  false  traitor  called  Daminn  de  Lacy,  had 
herself  incurred  the  penalty  of  high  treason,  and  had  in- 
yolved  within  the  same  doom  all  who  aided,  abetted,  or 
maintained  her  in  holding  out  tlie  said  castle  against  their 
tll^iance  to  Henry  of  Anjou.  The  trumpets,  so  soon 
■s  die  voice  of  the  herald  had  ceased,  confirmed  tlie 
doom  he  had  pronounced  by  a  long  and  ominous  peal, 
startling  from  their  nests  the  owl  and  tlie  raven,  who  re- 
plied to  it  by  their  ill-boding  screams. 

The  defenders  of  the  castle  looked  on  each  other  with 
blank  and  dejected  countenances,  while  Monthermer, 
raising  aloft  his  lance,  exclaimed,  as  he  turned  his  horsA 
from  the  castle-gate,  '<  Wlien  1  next  ap^^rowVi  >\\«  ^^^^ 
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Dolourcusc,  it  will  be  not  merely  to  inornate,  but  lo 
execute,  the  mandate  of  my  Sovereign.'^ 

As  Eveline  stood  pensively  to  behold  tlie  retreat  of 
Monthermer  and  his  associates,  and  to  consider  what 
was  to  be  done  in  tliis  emergency,  she  heard  one  of 
the  Flemings,  in  a  low  tone,  ask  an  EiuJishinan  who 
stood  beside  him  what  was  the  roeaoing  of  a  traitor. 

"  One  who  betrayetli  a  trust  reposed — a  betrayeri" 
said  the  interpreter. 

The  phrase  which  he  used  recalled  to  Eveline's  memcH 
ry  her  boding  vision  or  dream.  '*  Alas  !"  she  said,  ^  the 
vengeance  of  the  fiend  is  about  to  be  accomplished. 
Widowed  wife  and  wedded  maid — these  epithets  have 
long  been  mine.  Betrothed  ! — ^^'oe's  me  !  it  is  tbe  key- 
stone of  my  destiny.  Betrayer  I  am  now  denounced, 
though,  thank  God,  I  am  clear  from  tlie  guilt !  It  only 
follows  that  I  should  be  betrayed,  and  the  evil  proi^iecy 
will  be  fulfilled  to  the  very  letter." 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Out  on  ye,  owls  ! — Nothing  tnit  sougs  of  death  T 

Richard  ill 

More  tlian  three  months  had  elapsed  since  tlie  event 
narrated  in  the  last  chapter,  and  it  had  been  tlie  precur- 
sor of  others  of  still  grciiter  importance,  which  will  evolve 
themselves  in  the  course  of  our  narrative.  But,  as  we 
profess  to  present  to  the  reader  not  a  precise  detail  of 
circumstances,  according  to  their  order  and  date,  but  a 
series  of  pictures,  endeavouring  to  exibit  the  most  strik- 
ing incidents  before  the  eye  or  imagination  of  those 
whom  it  may  concern,  we  therefore  open  a  new 
and  bring  other  actors  upon  the  stage. 
Aloag  a  wasted  tract  ot  coutivi^^  tm>\^  ^v^ 
iuUcs  distant  from  the  Garde  I>o\ouTC«aa,V^^^» 
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a  tummcr  noofij  uiiidi  slicd  a  burning  histrc  on  die  silent 
valley,  and  the  blackened  ruins  of  the  cottages  with 
which  it  had  been  once  graced,  two  travellers  walked 
slowly,  whose  pahncr  cloaks,  [>ilgriiii  staves,  large  slouch- 
ed hats,  witl)  a  scallop  shell  bound  on  the  front  of  each, 
above  all,  tlie  cross,  cut  in  red  cloth  upon  tlieir  shoul- 
ders, marked' them  as  pilgriins  who  had  accomplished 
their  vow,  and  had  returned  from  that  fatal  bourne,  from 
which,  in  those  days,  returned  so  few  of  the  tliousands 
who  visited  it,  whetlier  in  the  love  of  entcrprize,  or  in 
the  ardour  of  devotion. 

The  pilgrims  had  passed,  that  morning,  through  a 
scene  of  devastation  similar  to,  and  scarce  surpassed  hi 
misery  by,  those  which  they  had  often  trod  during  tlio 
wars  of  the  Cross.  Tlioy  bad  seen  hamlets  which  ap- 
peared to  Jiave  suffered  all  the  fury  of  military  execu- 
tion, the  houses  being  burned  to  the  ground ;  and  in 
many  cases  the  carcasses  of  tlie  miserable  inhabitants, 
or  rather  relics  of  such  objects,  were  suspended  on  tem- 
porary gibbets,  or  on  the  trees,  which  had  been  allowed 
to  remain  standing,  only,  it  would  seem,  to  serve  the 
convenience  of  the  executioners.  Living  creatures  tliey 
saw  none,  excepting  Uiose  wild  denizens  of  nature  who 
seemed  silently  resuming  the  now  wasted  district,  from 
which  they  might  have  been  formerly  expelled  by  tlio 
course  of  civilization.  Their  ears  were  no  less  disa- 
greeably occupied  than  their  eyes.  The  pensive  travel- 
lers might  indeed  hear  the  screams  of  the  ruven,  as  if 
hmenting  tlie  decay  of  the  carnage  on  which  he  had 
been  gorged ;  and  now  and  then  the  plaintive  howl  of 
some  dog,  deprived  of  his  home  and  master  ;  but  no 
sounds  which  argued  either  labour  or  domestication  of 
any  kind. 

The  sable  figures  who,  with  wearied  steps,  as  it  appear- 
ed, travelled  through  these  scenes  of  desolation  and 
ravage,  seemed  assimilated  to  them  in  appearance.  They 
spoke  not  with  each  other — ^thcy  looked  not  to  each  other 
•--bi/r  one,  the  shorter  of  the  pair,  kee^\u^  ^ovsX.  \ssJ&. 
f  ptiee  ia  front  of  his  companion,  ihe^  uvoNe^  ^qj«Vj 


.  •    •• 


80  placed  as  to  form  a  stone  coffin, 
that  resemblance.     The  sepulclire  1 
by  the  victorious  Saxons,  either  in  set 
or  because  treasures  were  supposed 
cealcd  in  such  spots.     Tlic  hup;e  1 
once  been  the  cov(t  of  the  coffin,  il 
ed,  lay  broken  in  two  ])iecos  at  son 
sepulchre  ;  and  ovcrirrown  jis  tlie   I 
grass  and  lichens,  showed  |)lainly  th 
removed  to  its  present  situation  ma. 
stunted  and   doddered  oak-tree  still 
over  tlie  open  and  rude  niausoleuni 
badge  and  emblem,  shattered  and  stor 
bending  to  ofTer  its  j)rotcction  to  th< 
tlicir  worship. 

**  This,  tlien,  is  the  Kist-vaeriy^^  sni 
grim  ;  ^'  and  here  we  must  abide  ti 
But  what,  Philip  Guarinc,  have  we  tc 
planation  of  the  devastation  which  wc 

"  Some  incursion  of  the  Welch 

replied  Guarinc ;  ^<  and  by  Our  Lad 

Saxon  sheep  whom  thev  have  sna))p< 
TheConstnKi«  f^     '  ' 


TnB  BETJtornED*  881 

back,  as  composedly  as  he  would  have  removed  it  from 
the  body  of  a  deer.  With  similar  IndifTercncc  the  Con- 
stable signed  to  his  esquire  to  give  him  the  arrow — look- 
ed at  it  witli  indolent  curiosity,  and  then  said,  '^  Thou  hast 
forgotten  tliy  old  craft,  Guarine,  when  thou  callest  that 
a  Welch  sliaft.  Ti  ust  me,  it  flew  from  a  Norman  bow ; 
but  why  it  should  be  found  in  the  body  of  tliat  English 
churl,  I  can  ill  guess." 

^  Some  runaway  serf,  I  would  warrant — some  mongrel 
cur,  who  had  joined  the  Welch  pack  of  hounds,''  an* 
swered  tlie  esquire. 

"  It  may  be  so,''  said  the  Constable  ;  "  but  I  rather 
augur  some  civil  war  among  the  Lords  Marchers  tliem- 
selvcs.  The  Welch,  indeed,  sweep  the  villages,  and 
leave  notliing  behind  them  but  blood  and  ashes,  but 
here  even  castles  seem  to  have  been  stormed  and  taken. 
May  Cvod  send  us  good  news  of  tlie  Garde  Doloureuse  !" 

**  Amen  !"  replied  his  squire  ;  "  but  if  Renault  Vidal 
brings  it,  'twill  be  the  first  time  he  has  proved  a  bird  of 
good  omen." 

"  Philip,"  said  the  Constable,  "  I  have  already  told 
thee  tliou  art  a  jealous-pated  fool.  How  many  times 
has  Vidal  shown  his  faith  in  doubt — his  address  in  diffi- 
culty— his  courage  in  battle — his  patience  under  suf- 
fering ?" 

**  It  may  be  all  very  true,  my  lord,"  replied  Guarine  ; 
•*  yet — but  what  avails  to  speak  ? — I  own  he  has  done 
you  sometimes  good  service  ;  but  loath  were  I  that  your 
life  or  honour  were  at  the  mercy  of  Renault  Vidal." 

**  In  die  name  of  all  the  saints,  thou  peevish  and 
suspicious  fool,  what  is  it  thou  canst  found  upon  to  his 
p.-ejudice.'^" 

*^  Nothing,  my  lord,"  replied  Guarine,  **  but  instinctive 
suspwion  and  avcrsk)n.  The  child  that,  for  the  first  time, 
sees  a  snake,  knows  nothing  of  its  evil  properties,  yet  he 
will  not  chase  it  and  take  it  up  as  he  would  a  butterfly. 
Such  b  my  dislike  of  Vidal — I  cannot  help  it.  1  could  \);Lr- 
dco  ibemaabis  inalicioiis  and  glocmiy  suW\oT\«^\oc^^%^\^\w\v 
A0  iUakM  ao  <me  observes  liiiii ;  but  Wis  &ticmu^W:^\\ 
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cannot  forgive — it  is  like  the  beost  wc  hcnrd  oT  in  Jd^, 
who  ]auf;lis,  xhcy  say,  before  he  tears  and  destroys." 

"  Philip,"  saiJ  De  Lacy,  "  I  am  sorry  for  ihec — sor- 
ry, from  iny  soul,  to  sre  such  a  predominating  and  cause- 
less jealousy  ocL-upy  tlie  brain  of  a  gallant  old  soldier. 
Here,  in  this  last  misfortune,  to  recall  do  more  ancient 
proofs  of  his  fidelity,  could  he  mean  otherwise  than  veil 
vritli  us,  when,  thrown  by  shipnrcck  upon  the  coast  of 
Wales,  we  would  have  been  doomed  to  instant  deaib,  had 
the  Cymn  recognized  in  me  tlie  Constable  of  Chester, 
and  in  thee  his  trusty  cstjuire,  iho  cxccnlioner  of  liis  cooi- 
tnands  ogainst  the  Welch  in  so  many  instanres  ?" 

"I  acknowledge,"  said  Philip  Guarine,  "death  had 
surely  been  our  fortune,  bad  not  that  man's  ingenuity  re- 
presented us  as  pilgrijns,  and,  under  that  chamcter,  acted 
as  our  inleriircter— and  in  that  character  he  entirely  pre- 
cluded us  from  gelling  information  from  any  one  rcsjKCl- 
ing  tlic  stale  of  things  here,  which  it  behoved  your  lord- 
ship much  to  know,  and  which  I  must  needs  say  kx>k) 
gloomy  and  suspicious,  enough." 

**  Still  art  thou  a  fool,  Guarine,"  said  the  Constable ; 
"  for,  look  you,  bad  Vidal  meant  ill  by  us,  why  should  be 
not  have  betrayed  us  to  the  Welch,  or  suffered  us,  by 
showing  such  knowledge  as  thou  and  1  may  have  of  tbeir 
gibberish,  to  bctiay  ourselves?" 

"Well,  my  lord,"  said  Guarine,  "I  may  be  ^lenred, 
but  not  satisfied.  All  tlie  fair  words  he  can  speak— til 
the  fine  tunes  he  can  play — Renault  Vidal  will  be  to  my 
eyes  ever  a  dark  and  suspicious  man,  with  features  always 
ready  to  mould  themselves  into  the  fittest  form  to  attract 
confidence ;  with  a  tongue  framed  to  utter  the  most  flat- 
tering and  agreeable  words  atone  time,  and  at  another  to 
play  shrewd  plainness  or  blunt  honesty  ;  and  an  eye 
which,  when  he  thinks  himself  unobserved,  contradicis 
every  assumed  expression  of  features,  ever}-  protcsiatiaB 
of  honesty,  and  every  word  of  courtesy  or  cordiality  to 
which  his  tongue  has  given  utterance.  But  I  speak  doI 
more  on  the  subject  ■,  oriy  \  am  ».o.  Ai  xnu^<S^v£  te 
true  breed — ^1  love  my  mttsiCT»\iM\,t«w»A(;^A»K*i«w**. 
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hose  whom  he  favours ;  and  yonder,  as  I  judge,  conies 
Tidal,  to  give  us  such  an  account  of  our  situation  as  it 
hall  please  him." 

A  horseman  was  indeed  seen  advancing  in  the  path 
owards  the  Kist-vaen,  with  a  hasty  pace  ;  and  his  dressi 
n  which  something  of  tlie  eastern  fashion  was  manifest, 
vith  the  fantastic  attire  usually  worn  by  men  of  his  pro- 
ession,  made  the  Constable  aware  that  the  minstrel,  of 
vhom  tlicy  were  speaking,  was  rapidly  approaching  them* 

Although  Hugo  de  Lacy  rchdered  this  attendant  no 
nore  tlian  what  in  justice  he  supposed  his  services  d^ 
nanded,  when  he  vindicated  him  from  tlie  suspicions 
hrown  out  by  Guarine,  yet  at  the  bottom  of  his  heart  he 
lad  sometimes  shared  tliosc  suspicions,  and  was  often 
mgry  at  himself,  as  a  just  and  honest  man,  for  censuring, 
Ki  the  slight  testimony  of  looks,  and  sometimes  casual 
expressions,  a  fidelity  which  seemed  to  be  proved  by 
nany  acts  of  zeal  and  integrity. 

When  Vidal  approached  and  dismounted  to  make  his 
ibeisance,  his  master  hasted  to  speak  to  him  in  words  of 
kvour,  as  if  conscious  he  had  been  partly  sharing  Gua- 
'inc's  unjust  judgment  upon  him,  by  even  listening  to  it. 
*  Welcome,  my  trusty  Vidal,"  he  said  ;  *'  thou  hast  been 
he  raven  that  fed  us  on  the  mountains  of  Wales,  be  now 
he  dove  llmt  brings  us  good  tidings  from  the  marches.— 
riiou  art  silent.  What  mean  these  downcast  looks — that 
embarrassed  carriage — that  cap  plucked  down  o'er  tliine 
;yes  ? — ^In  God's  name,  man,  speak  ! — Fear  not  for  me 
— I  can  bear  worse  than  tongue  of  man  may  tell.  Then 
last  seen  me  in  the  wars  of  Palestine,  when  my  brave 
icillowers  fell,  man  by  man,  around  me,  and  when  I  was 
efl  well  nigh  alone — and  did  I  blench  then  ? — Thou  hast 
>een  me  when  the  ship's  keel  lay  grating  on  the  rock,  and 
the  billows  flew  in  foam  over  her  deck— -did  I  blench 
ihen  ? — No — nor  will  I  now." 

*'  Boast  not,"  said  the  minstrel,  looking  fixedly  upon 
the  Constable,  as  the  former  assumed  the  \iorlQLi\dc.o>\\e 
\eDUDce  of  one  whosets  fortune  and  Iter  ulmofiXrcvci&tA^ 
ftfdaace — ^'  boast  not,  Jest  thy  bands  be  m^^e  cSCcor^^?* 
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There  u  Qs  B  pause  of  a  mimite,  during  vhirb  ibc  gnup 
formed  at  tliis  instant  a  s!ns:ulnr  picture.  Afnid  to  ask, 
yet  asliamcd  to  sevm  lo  fear  the  ill  tidings  nhicli  im- 
pended, tlic  Constable  confronted  Ills  messenger  with 
person  erect,  aims  folded,  and  brow  e:ipnnc]ed  witli  res- 
oliilion  ;  wliile  tlic  miiislrd,  carried  bcyund  liis  usual  and 
guarded  a|)Htliy  by  llie  interest  of  tlie  monienl,  btnt  on 
liis  master  a  keen  Cied  glance,  ns  if  to  observe  nhelLcr 
his  courage  wos  real  or  assumed. 

Pliilip  Ciiarinc,  on  the  other  band,  to  wlicm  hcnvcD,  a 
assigning  him  a  rough  e.Merior,  had  denied  neither  seme 
Dor  ohservaiion,  kept  his  ej'e  in  turn  6rrnly  6xed  on  \ldal, 
as  if  endeavouring  to  determine  what  was  the  character 
of  that  deep  interest  which  gleamed  i»  the  minstrel's  )oob 
apparently,  and  was  unable  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  tint 
of  a  faithful  domestic  sympathetically  agitated  by  the  bad 
neivs  with  wliich  lie  was  about  to  afflict  his  master,  or  thai 
of  an  executioner  standing  with  his  knife  suspended  over 
bis  victim,  deferring  his  blow  tmtil  be  should  discover 
where  it  would  be  most  sensibly  felt.  In  Guarine's  miad 
prejudiced,  perhaps,  by  the  previous  opinion  he  had  en- 
tertained, tlie  latter  sentiment  so  decidedly  predominated, 
tliat  he  longed  to  raise  his  stulf,  and  strike  down  totfas 
earth  the  servant,  wlio  seemed  thus  to  enjoy  the  protract- 
ed suiferings  of  their  common  nmstcr. 

At  length  a  convulsive  muvcmcnl  crossed  tlie  broir 
of  the  Constable,  and  Gunrine,  when  lie  beheld  n  sardonic 
aniJIe  begin  to  cur)  Vidiil's  lip,  could  keep  silence  do  kx^ 
ger.     "  Vidal,"  he  said,  "  thou  art  a " 

"  A  bearer  of  bad  tidings,"  said  Vidal,  interrupting 
Iiim,  "  tiicreforc  subject  to  the  misconstruction  of  every 
fool  who  cannot  distinguish  between  the  author  of  baro^ 
and  him  who  unwillingly  reports  it." 

"  To  nhat  purpose  tliis  delay  i"  said  the  Constable. 
"  Come,  Sir  Minstrel,  1  will  spare  you  a  pang — EveliM 
bas  forsaken  and  forgotten  me  ?" 

The  minstrel  assented  liy  a  low  inclination. 

Hu^o  dc  Lacy  priced  &  &VtQ'c\.  \uvci  V(^^«  -bik  «m 
fnonuincal,  endeavouring  to  covw]fk«T  ftw*  &««^  vMiAi^ 
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tfhich  be  felt.  "  I  forgive  lior,"  he  said.  "  For^ve, 
did  I  say  f^~Alaa  !  I  liave  nothing  to  forgive.  She  used 
but  the  right  1  left  in  her  hand^-yos — our  date  of  en- 
gagement tvaa  out — she  had  heard  of  my  losses — my 
defeats — the  dcslrnction  of  my  hopes — llic  cxjicndiliiro 
of  my  weallh  ;  anil  has  taken  tlie  first  opimrtiinily  which 
itrirt  law  nf!br(lcd,  to  break  off  her  engagement  with  one 
batiknipt  in  fortune  and  fame.  'Many  a  maiden  would 
have  done, — perhaps  in  prudence  should  have  done,— 
diis  ; — but  that  woman's  name  should  not  have  been  Eve- 
fine  Bcrenger." 

He  leaned  oa  liis  esquire's  arm,  and  for  an  instant 
laid  his  head  on  his  shoulder  with  a  depth  of  emotion 
which  Guarine  had  never  before  seen  him  betray,  and 
which,  in  awkward  kindness,  he  rould  only  attempt  to 
console  by  bidding  liis  master  "  be  of  good  courage- 
he  bad  lost  hut  a  woman." 

"  This  is  no  selfish  emotion,  Phiiip,"  said  the  Consta- 
ble, resuming  self-command.  "  I  grieve  less  that  she  has 
left  tnc,  than  that  she  has  misjndged  me — that  she  has 
treated  me  as  die  pawnbroker  does  his  wretched  creditor, 
who  arrests  the  pledge  as  the  very  moment  elapses  within 
which  it  might  have  been  relieved.  Did  she  then  think 
tbit  I  in  my  turn  would  have  been  a  creditor  so  rigid  ? 
—that  I,  who,  since  I  knew  her,  scarce  deemed  myself 
worthy  of  her  when  I  had  wealth  and  fame,  should  in- 
nston  her  sharingmy  diminished  and  degraded  forlwnes  ?  ■ 
How  little  she  ever  knew  me,  or  bow  selfish  must  she 
have  sup|)osed  my  misfortunes  to  Imve  made  inc  !  Hut 
be  it  so — she  is  pone,  and  may  slic  be  happy.  The 
thought  that  she  disturbed  me  sliall  pass  from  my  mind  ; 
end  1  will  think  she  has  done  Uiat  which  I  myself,  as 
her  best  friend,  must  in  honour  have  advised." 

So  saying,  his  countenance,  to  the  surprise  of  his  al- 
tendanls,  resumed  its  usual  firm  coiiijmsnre. 

"  I  8;ive  you  joy,"  said  the  escpiire,  in  a  whisper  to  the 
minstrel ;  "  your  evil  ncivs  have  woondcA  \ts%  ^ct'*^'^ 
Amo,  doubtless,  you  believed  was  poEsV\)\c^' 
SS    roL.  r. 


Ibis  £ 
^^Hraiii 


TALCS    or   TUB    t-RrsAOCKS. 

''  AIns  !"  replied  the  minEncI,  "  I  have  others  ■ 

p  behind." 

lis  answer  vi'ns  made  in  an  rquivoeal  tonf  o(  n)ic% 
rresponding  to  the  pcculiaritj-  of  liis  manner,  snd  lik^ 
,t  seeming  emolion  of  a.  deep  but  very  doubtful  chiT 

_  Eveline  Bercnger  is  tlien  married,"  said  tlio  Cox 
Stable  ;  "  and,  lei  me  make  n  wild  guess, — ehe  list  b" 
abandoned  the  fnniily,  iliotigh  she  has  forsaken  the  w 
dividual — she  is  still  a  Lacy,  ha  ? — Dolt  that  tbou  ■ 
uilt  thou  not  understand  me  ?  She  is  married  toD 
mian  de  Lacy — to  my  nephew?" 

The  effort  nitli  which  the  Constable  gave  Invtlh  9 
Is  strpposilion  (brmcd  a  sti-auge  contrast  to  (be  Ct^l 
rained  smile  to  which  he  compelled  his  features  «UI 
ottered  It.  With  such  a  smile  a  man  about  (o  dtiA 
in  might  name  a  health,  as  he  piil  the  fatal  bewifl 
his  lips. 

*'  No,  my  lord — not  married"  answered  the  milUtl 
ilh  an  cniphaf  is  on  ilie  word,  uliidt  the  Constablt  fcl 
iw  In  inlcrprel. 

,"  No,  no,"  he  replied  quicktr,  "  not  married,  ( 
,  but  engaged — trot li-p lighted.  Whercforo  n 
dale  of  her  old  afiiaiice  was  out,  why  not  enter  iii 
lew  engagement  f" 

'"  The  Lady  Eveline  and  Sir  Damian  dg  Ijtcy  t 
"  sffianced  tlial  1  know  of,"  answered  his  stiendioL' 
'Ilia  reply  drove  De  I^ncy's  patience  ro  eictrenuty. 
Dog  I  dost  tlioii  trifle  uhh  me  .■"'  he  exclaimei 
ilc  wire-pinrhcr,  ihoti  lorturest  me.  Speak  the  « 
ince,  or  I  will  presently  make  thee  minstrel  to  I 
iseliold  of  Satan." 

and  collected  did  tlie  minstrel  reply,—" 
ly  Eveline  and  Sir  Damian  are  tieitlier  inarrinl  i 
inccd,  my  lord.     They  have  loved  and  lived  logetll 


"  Dog,  and  son  of  a  dog,"  said  De  Lacy,  "  Uiwi  Ent 

',  «eixtng  the  ro\B3irc\  Vi^  ^^^^  \««a.'i'.,  ihe  oxaspeni 

J)  shook  him  w\i\\  WvsviV^oW  5\(eR^*v.    \V«\,^«tt 

f  strength  wts,  it  wasuoaUft\o%\».^«iTNSfi&^\i 


fM  wiesder,  in  the  fimi  posture  which  be  had  assumed, 
aojr  more  than  his  master's  wrath  could  disturb  the  com- 
posure of  the  minstrel's  l)earing. 

**  Confess  thou  hast  lied,"  said  the  Constable, releasing 
Imn,  after  having  effected  by  his  violence  no  greater  de- 
gree of  agitation  than  the  exertion  of  human  force  pro- 
duces upon  the  Rocking  Stones  of  the  Druids,  which  may 
be  shaken,  indeed,  but  not  displaced. 

"  Were  a  lie  to  buy  my  own  life,  yea,  tlic  lives  of  all  my 
tribe,"  said  the  minstrel,  '^  I  would  not  tell  one.  But 
truth  itself  is  ever  termed  falsehood  when  it  counteracts 
tbe  train  of  our  passions." 

^  Hear  him,  Phihp  Guarine,  hear  him  !"  exclaimed 
ibe  Constable,  turning  hastily  to  his  squire  :  *'  He  tells 
ineof  my  disgiace — of  the  dishonour  of  my  house— of 
tbe  depravity  of  those  whom  I  have  loved  the  best  in  the 
larld,-— he  tells  me  of  it  with  a  calm  look,  an  eye  com- 

rsed,  an  unfaltering  tongue.  Is  this-— can  it  be  natural  f 
De  Lacy  sunk  so  low,  that  his  dishonour  shall  be  told 
llj  a  common  strolling  minstrel,  as  calmly  as  if  it  were  a 
ibeme  for  a  vain  ballad  ?  Perhaps  thou  wilt  make  it 
onei  ha  !**  as  he  concluded,  darting  a  furious  glance  at 
the  minstrel. 

"  Perhaps  I  might,  my  lord,"  replied  the  minstrel, 
"were  it  not  that  1  must  record  theieiu  the  disgrace  of 
Renault  Yidal,  who  served  a  lord  witliout  either  patience 
to  bear  insults  and  wrongs,  or  spirit  to  revenge  them  on 
tlie  authors  of  his  shame.'' 

"  Tliou  art  right,  thou  art  right,  good  fellow,"  said  the 
Constable  hastily  ;  **  it  is  vengeance  now  alone  which  is 
kft  us. — And  yet  upon  whom  !" 

As  he  spoke,  he  walked  shortly  and  hastily  to  and  fro  ; 
and,  becoming  suddenly  silent,  stood  still  and  wrupg  his 
hands  with  deep  emotion. 

•*  I  told  thee,"  said  the  minstrel  to  Guarine,  "  that  my 
news  would  find  a  tender  part  at  last.  Dost  thou  remem- 
ber tbe  bull-fight  we  saw  in  Spain  f — A  tliousand  little 
darts  perplexed  and  annovcd  the  noble  viuvnv^A^  ^t^  Vl^ 


3SB  TALKS   or   THfc    CRUBABEUS* 

received  the  IqsI  deadly  thrust'  from  the  lance  of  dm 
Moorish  cavalier." 

"  Man,  or  fiend,  be  which  thou  wilt,''  replied  GuarinCf 
'*  tliat  canst  thus  drink  in  with  pleasure,  and  contemplate 
at  your  ease,  the  misery  of  another,  I  bid  thee  beware 
of  me  !  Utter  thy  cold-blooded  taunts  id  some  otlier 
ear  ;  for  if  my  tongue  be  blunt,  i  wear  a  sword  that  b 
sharp  enough." 

"  Thou  hast  seen  me  amoitg  swords,''  answered  the 
minstrel,  **  and'  knowest  liow  little  terror  they  have  for 
such  as  I  am."  Yet  as  he  spoke  he  drew  off  from  the 
esquire.  He  had,  in  fact,  only  addressed  him  in  that  sort 
of  fullness  of  hcs.rt,  which  would  have  vented  itself  in  k^ 
liloquy  if  alone,  and  now  poured  itself  out  on  the  nearest 
auditor,  whhout  the  speaker  being  entirely  conscious  of 
the  sentiments  which  his  speech  excited. 

Few  niiiiutes  had  elapsed  before  tlie  Constable  of 
Chester  had  regained  the  calm  external  semblance  with 
which,  until  this  last  dreadful  wound,  he  had  borne  all  the 
inflictions  of  fortune.  He  turned  towards  his  followcrsi 
and  addressed  the  minstrel  with  his  usual  calmnesa. 
*^  Thou  art  right,  good  fellow,"  he  said,  ^^  in  what  thou 
saidst  to  me  but  now,  and  I  forgive  thee  the  taunt  wliich 
accompanied  thy  good  counsel.  Speak  out,  in  God's 
name  !  and  speak  to  one  prepared  to  endure  the  evil 
which  God  hath  sent  him.  Certcs,  a  good  knight  is  best 
known  in  battle,  and  a  Christian  in  the  time  ^f  trouble 
and  adversity." 

Tiie  tone  in  which  the  Constable  spoke,  seemed  to 
produce  a  corresponding  effect  upon  the  deportment  of 
his  followers.  The  minstrel  dropped  at  once  tlie  cynical 
and  audacious  tone  in  which  he  had  hitherto  seemed  to 
tamper  with  the  passions  of  his  master  ;  and,  in  language 
simple  and  respectful,  ani  which  even  approached  to 
sympathy,  informed  him  of  the  e\il  news  which  he  had 
collected  during  his  absence.     It  was  indeed  disastrous. 

The  refusal  of  the  Lady  Eveline  Berenger  to  admit 

Monthcnner  and  his  forces  iuto  her  castle,  had  of  courso 

g/ycn  citTuhiiiou  and  cvedcnce  \o  \i!\^\c^e*^vas\v[\^&Niikich 
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tised  wrestler,  in  tlie  fimi  posture  which  be  had  assumed, 
any  more  than  his  master's  wrath  could  disturb  the  com- 
posure of  the  minstrel's  bearing. 

'*  Confess  thou  hast  lied,"  said  the  Constable,  j^Ieasing 
liixn,  after  having  effected  by  his  violence  no  greater  de- 
gree of  agitation  than  the  exertion  of  human  force  pro- 
duces upon  the  Rocking  Stones  of  the  Druids,  which  may 
be  shaken,  indeed,  but  not  displaced. 

**  Were  a  lie  to  buy  my  own  life,  yea,  the  lives  of  all  my 
tribe,"  said  the  minstrel,  '^  I  would  not  tell  one.  But 
truth  itself  is  ever  termed  falsehood  when  it  counteracts 
the  train  of  our  passions.'' 

**  Hear  him,  Philip  Guarine,  hear  him  !"  exclaimed 
the  Constable,  turning  hastily  to  his  squire  :  *'  lie  tells 
me  of  my  disgiacc— of  the  dishonour  of  my  house-— of 
the  depravity  of  those  whom  I  have  loved  tlie  best  in  the 
world, — ^he  tells  me  of  it  with  a  calm  look,  an  eye  com- 
posed, an  unfaltering  tongue.  Is  this-— can  it  be  natural  f 
Is  De  Lacy  sunk  so  low,  tliat  his  dishonour  shall  be  told 

Sr  a  common  strolling  minstrel,  as  calmly  as  if  it  were  a 
erne  for  a  vain  ballad  ?  Perhaps  thou  wilt  make  it 
ime,  ha  f  .as  he  concluded,  darting  a  furious  glance  at 
the  minstrel. 

"  Perhaps  I  might,  my  lord,"  replied  the  minstrel, 
"  were  it  not  that  1  must  record  iheiein  the  disgrace  of 
Renault  Vtdal,  who  served  a  loitl  without  eitiier  patience 
to  bear  insults  and  wrongs,  or  spirit  to  revenge  ihem  on 
the  authors  of  his  shame." 

"  Thou  art  right,  thou  art  right,  good  fellow,"  said  the 
Constable  hastily  ;  '^  it  is  vengeance  now  alone  which  is 
left  us- — And  yet  upon  whom  !" 

As  he  spoke,  he  walked  shortly  and  hastily  to  and  fro  ; 
and,  becoming  suddenly  silent,  stood  still  and  wrung  his 
hands  witli  deep  emotion. 

"  I  told  thee,"  said  the  minstrel  to  Guarine,  "  that  my 
news  would  find  a  tender  part  at  last.  Dost  thou  remem- 
ber the  bull-fight  we  saw  in  Spain  f — A  tliousand  little 
darts  perplexed  and  amiovcd  the  nobVe  ^siUvitvoX^^x^V^ 
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S  (lie  ranuty  as  niiglit  noi  desire  lo  lie  involvcil  in  lUeaip* 

set!  trcQsrjii  of  llieConsiuLle'a  ildegiilG.    lu  troublt»onil 

ws,  men's  vices  are    foigolien,  provided   tlicy  dthj)!)} 

etivity,  coiimgc,  and  jinidi'iice,  llie  virtues  dien  luutirA^ 

pirei  ;  and  tbe  appearance  of  UaiidoJ,  nlio  nas  b}  nv 

s  deficient  in  any  of  llicse  atiribulcs,  was  receive 

^•B  good  omen  by  tl^e  followers  of  bis  rousln.     Tlie 

icidy  gathered  nrouiid  him,  surrendered  to  tbe  royi 

Hnndnle  sucli  strong-holds  as  ti)cy  possessed,  and,  to  in 

"»(e  themselves  from  any  parlicipatioo  in  tlie  tllegM 

tnes  of  Damian,  tbcy  distinguished  themselves,  uMtf 

inda]*s  command,  against  suc'b  scattered  bodies  of  pot' 

Mry  as  still  kept   the  field,  or  lurked   in  the  d 

d  passes  ;  and  conducted  themselves  with  such  sevetiff 

aTter  success,  as  made  tlie  troops  even  of  Montbcno^ 
iip|>enr  gentle  and  clement  in  comparison  uith  tboie  dl- 
De  Lacy.  Finally,  with  the  banner  of  his  iuu:icntlKU# 
displayed,  and  five  hundred  good  men  assembled  Ul^ 
it,  Raiulul  appeared  before  liic  Garde  Doloureusc,  ai 
joined  Henry's  camp  there. 

Tbc rustic  was  aircady  hardly  pressed,  and  tlicfcn^ 
fenders,  disabled  by  wounds,  watching,  and  privnljaa,  Li 
now  tlie  additional  discouragement  lo  see  disjilajl 
against  liielr  walls  ibe  only  banner  in  England,  uu 
^'•v^ch  ihey  had  hoped  forces  might  be  mustered 
^~ter  aid. 

^Tbe  bigh-spiriled  cnlrealies  of  Eveline,  unbent  by  ai 

torsiiy  and  wuni,  gradually  lost    effect  on  the  defcodt 

of  the  castle  ;  and  proposals   for  surrender    were  utf 

And  discussed  by  a  tumultuary  council,  into  which  i 

only  the   inferior  oflicers,  but  many  of  the  coiiunoii  m 

had  thrust  themselves,  as  in  a  period  of  such  general  d 

tress  as  unlooses  all  the  bonds  of  discipline,  and  leal 

each  man  ut  liberty  to  speak  and  act  for  hiniKlf.    ' 

^_,ill]eir  surprise,  in  the  midsl  of  their  discussions,  DamW^ 

H^4e  Lacy,  arisen  from  the  sick-bed  to  which  be  iind  beci 

^^Kr  long  confined,  appeared  amon^  them,  pale  and  fe^tSi 

^^Hs  ciicek  tinged  with  the  gbnsily  look  which J«'  '  "^ 

^^|k  iJ/ness — he  leaned  on  \u%  ^'^^^  Nictt^c^ 


^'•WlUCll 

Kibttir  I 
Kl^Wersii] 
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mai,**  be  said,  "  and  soldiers — yd  why  slioiild  I  call 
you  cither  ? — Gentlemen  arc  ever  ready  to  die  in  behalf 
of  a  lady — soldiers  hold  life  in  scorn  compared  to  tlicir 
honour/' 

"  Out  upon  him  !  out  upon  him  !"  exclaimed  o  c 
of  tlie  soldiers,  interrupting  iiim  ;  "  he  would  have  us, 
who  arc  innocent,  die  the  deaili  of  traitors,  and  be  hang- 
ed in  our  armour  over  tlie  walls,  ratlier  tlian  part  with 
his  leman." 

**  Peace,  irreverent  slave  !"  said  Damian,  in  a  voice 
like  thunder,  **  or  my  last  blow  shall  be  a  mean  one, 
aimed  against  such  a  caitiff  as  thou  art.  And  you,"  he 
coDtinued,  addressing  die  rest, — ''  you,  who  are  shrink- 
ing from  the  toils  of  your  profession,  because  if  you 
persist  in  a  course  of  honour,  death  may  close  them 
a  few  years  sooner  than  it  needs  must — you,  who  are 
scared  like  children  at  tlie  sight  of  a  death's-head, 
do  not  suppose  that  Damian  de  I^cy  would  desire 
to  shelter  himself  at  the  expense  of  tho^e  lives  which 
you  hold  so  dear.  Make  your  bargain  with  King  Henry. 
Deliver  me  up  to  his  justice,  or  his  severity  ;  or,  if  you 
like  it  better,  strike  my  head  from  my  bo<ly,  and  hurl  it, 
as  a  peace-ofTering,  from  tiie  walls  of  the  castle.  To 
God,  in  his  good  time,  will  I  trust  for  die  clearance  of 
mine  honour.  In  a  word,  surrender  me,  dead  or  alive, 
or  open  die  gates  and  permit  me  to  surrender  myself. 
Only  as  ye  are  men,  since  I  may  not  say  butter  of  ye, 
care  at  least  for  the  safety  of  your  mistress,  and  make 
such  terms  as  may  secure  her  safely,  and  save  your- 
selves from  the  dishonour  of  being  held  cowardly  and 
perjured  caitiffs  in  your  graves." 

"  Mediinks  the  youth  sj)eaks  well  and  reasonably,"  said 
Wilkin  Flammock.  "  Let  us  e'en  make  a  grace  of 
surrendering  his  body  up  to  the  King,  and  assure  there- 
by such  terms  as  we^can  for  ourselves  and  the  lady,  ere 
the  last  morsel  of  our  provision  is  consumed." 

"  I  would  hardly  have  proposed  this  measure,"  said, 
or  rather  muinbJed,  Father  Aldrovaud,  v»\\o\\tl&.\^^^\\>Ji:^ 
lost  four  of  his  front  teeth  by  a  sloue  ?vo\t\  ^  ^vw^n — 
''jret,  being  so  generously  offered  by  l\\e  p^T\^  \»m\o^^ 
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concerned,  I  hold  wiih  the  Icaraed  sclioUast,  P^atetUi  turn 
ft  injuria." 

"  Priest  and  Fleming,"  s&id  the  old  banaer-nuui, 
Ralph  Gcnvil,  "  1  see  how  tlic  wind  sliireth  you  ;  but 
you  deceive  yourselves  if  you  think  to  make  our  young 
master.  Sir  Damian,  a  scape-goat  for  your  light  lady.— 
Nay,  never  frown  nor  fume,  Sir  Dainian  ;  if  you  lux>v 
not  your  safest  course,  we  know  it  for  yoii. — Poiloners 
of  De  Lacy,  tlirow  yourselves  on  your  horses,  and  two 
men  on  one  if  it  be  necessary — we  will  take  this  stub- 
bom  boy  in  tlie  midst  of  u?,  and  the  dainty  squire  Ame- 
lot  shall  be  prisoner  too,  if  lie  trouble  us  widi  his  peevish 
opposition.  Then  let  us  make  a  fair  saily  upon  the  sieg- 
ers. Those  who  can  cut  their  way  through  wiUahiftwell 
enough  ;  those  wlio  fall,  will  be  provided  for." 

A  shout  from  tlie  iroojicrs  of  Lacy's  band  approved 
this  proposal.  Whilst  the  followers  of  Berenger  expos- 
tulated in  loud  and  angry  tone,  Eveline,  summoned  by 
the  tumult,  in  vain  endeavoured  to  ap])ease  it ;  and  the 
anger  and  entreaties  of  Dainian  were  equally  lost  on  his 
followers.     To  each  and  cither  the  answer  was  the  stune. 

"  Have  you  no  care  of  it — Because  you  lore  par 
OMOuri,  is  it  reasonable  yon  alioiild  throw  away  your  Ufa 
and  ours  ?"  So  exclaimed  Genvil  to  De  Lacy  ;  and  in 
sufter  language,  but  with  etjiial  obstinacy,  the  followers  of 
Raymond  Berenger  refused  on  the  [iresent  occasion  to 
listen  to  llic  coinmands  or  prayers  of  his  daughter. 

Wilkin  Flaminock  had  retreated  from  llie  tumult  when 
he  saw  the  turn  wliicli  matters  had  taken.  He  left  th*  ' 
casde  by  a  sally-port,  of  wliicli  he  had  been  entrusted 
with  the  key,  and  proceeded  without  observation  or  op- 
position to  the  royal  camp,  where  he  requested  access  lo 
the  Sovereign.  TI»is  was  easily  obtained,  and  Wilkin 
speedily  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  King  Henry. 
The  monarch  was  in  Ins  royal  pavilion,  attended  by  two 
of  his  sons,  Richard  and  John,  who  afterwards  swayed 
ibe  sceptre  of  Eng;huid  with  very  dlfierenl  auspices. 

" How  now} — \V\iaiart\\TOii¥'  'KM\Vvftt<i^al(^ 
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**  An  honest  man,  from  the  castle  of  the  Garde  Do!- 
oureusc." 

"  Thou  may'st  be  honest,"  replied  tlie  Sovereign,  "  but 
thou  comest  from  a  nest  of  traitors." 

'^  Such  as  tliey  are,  my  lord,  it  is  my  purpose  to  put 
them  at  your  royal  disposal ;  for  dicy  have  no  longer  tlie 
wisdom  to  guide  tliemselves,  and  lack  alike  prudence 
to  hold  out,  and  grace  to  submit.  But  I  would  first  know 
of  your  grace,  to  what  terms  you  will  admit  die  defenders 
of  yonder  garrison!" 

**  To  such  as  kings  give  to  traitors,"  said  Henry,  stern- 
ly— "  sharp  knives  and  tough  cords." 

"  Nay,  my  gracious  lord,  you  must  be  kinder  than 
that  amounts  to,  if  the  castle  is  to  be  rendered  by  my 
means  ;  else  will  your  cords  and  knives  have  only  my 
poor  body  to  work  upon,  and  you  will  be  as  far  as  ever 
Ijrom  the  inside  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse." 

The  King  looked  at  him  fixedly.      *'Thou  knowest,'* 
be  said,  '^  tlic  law  of  arms.      Here,  provost-marshal,^ 
stands  a  traijpr,  and  yonder  stands  a  tree." 

"  And  here  is  a  tliroat,"  said  the  stout-hearted  Flem- 
ing, unbuttoning  the  collar  of  his  doublet. 

"  By  mine  honour,"  said  Prince  Richard,  "  a  sturdy 
tnd  faithful  yeoman  !  It  were  better  send  such  fellows 
their  dinner,  and  Uien  buiFet  it  out  with  them  for  the  cas- 
tle, dian  to  starve  them  as  the  beggarly  Frenchmen  fam- 
ish their  hounds." 

"  Peace,  Richard,"  said  his  father ;  "  thy  wit  is  over 
green,  and  thy  blood  over  hot,  to  make  tliee  my  counsel- 
lor here. — And  you,  knave,  speak  you  some  reasonable 
terms,  and  we  will  not  be  over  strict  with  thee." 

"  First,  then,"  said  tlie  Fleming,  "  I  stipuhite  full  and 
free  pardon  for  life,  limb,  body,  and  goods,  to  me,  Wilkia 
Flammock,  and  my  daughter  Rose." 

*•  A  true  Fleming,"  said  Prince  John  ;  "  he  takes 
care  of  himself  m  the  first  instance." 

^*  His  request,"  said  tlie  King,  ''  Ls  reasou^VAe.   ^\ifiX 
next?" 
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*'  Safety  in  life,  honour,  and  land,  for  the  demoiselle 
Eveline  Berenger." 

"  How,  sir  knave,"  said  the  King,  angrily,  "  is  it  for 
such  as  tliou  to  dictate  to  our  judgment  or  clemency  in 
the  case  of  a  noble  Norman  lady  f  Confine  thy  mediation 
CD  such  as  tlivseir ;  or  rather  render  us  this  castle  with- 
out  farther  delay  ;  and  be  assured  thy  doing  so  will  be  of 
more  service  to  the  traitors  within,  than  weeks  more  of 
resistance,  which  must  and  shall  be  bootless.'* 

The  Fleming  stood  silent,  unwilling  to  surrender  with- 
out some  specific  terms,  yet  half  convinced,  from  die 
situation  in  whicli  he  had  left  the  garrison  of  tlie  Garde 
Doloureusc,  diat  his  admitting  the  King's  forces  would  be, 
perhaps,  the  best  he  could  do  for  Lady  Eveline. 

*'  I  like  thy  fidelity,  fellow,"  said  the  King,  w*hose 
•cute  eye  perceived  die  struggle  in  the  Fleming's  bosom ; 
*'  but  carry  not  thy  stubbornness  too  far.  Have  we  noC 
said  we  will  be  gracious  to  yonder  offenders,  as  far  as  our 
royal  duty  will  permit  ?" 

*^  And,  royal  Auher,"  said  Prince  John,  inteqiosing,  ^I 
pray  you  let  me  have  the  grace  to  take  first  possession  of 
ihe  Garde  Doloureusc,  and  tlic  wardship  or  forfeiture  of 
the  offending  lady." 

"  /  pray  you  also,  my  royal  father,  to  grant  John's 
1)Oon,"  said  his  L/olher  Richard,  in  a  tone  of  mocker}'. 
^*  Consider,  royal  father,  it  is  the  first  desire  he  hath 
shown  to  approuch  the  barriers  of  tlie  castle,  tliough  we 
have  attacked  them  forty  times  at  least.  Marry,  cross- 
bow and  mangonel  were  busy  on  the  former  occasions,  and 
it  is  like  tliey  will  be  silent  now." 

•*  Peace,  Richard,"  said  the  King  ;  "  your  words 
aimed  at  thy  brother's  honour,  pierce  my  heart ! — John, 
thou  hast  thy  boon  as  concerns  the  castle ;  for  this  un- 
happy young  lady,  we  will  take  her  in  our  own  charge. — 
Fleming,  how  many  men  wilt  thou  undertake  to  admit  T' 

Ere   Flammock  could  answer,  a  squire  approached 

Ptiace  Richard,  and  wlusy^red  ii\  his  ear,  yet  so  as  to  be 

heard  by  oil  present,  "S\e  Wn^  ^vaicvN^xtt^  ^^N^wm^ 

inienml  disturbance,  or  ov\\ct  c\iw^  >3\\Vw^\\w,^ 
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drawn  many  of  tlic  warders  from  the  castle  walhi,  and 
tliat  a  sudden  attack  might '* 

"  Dost  thou  hear  tliat,  John  ?"  exclaimed  Richard. 
^'  Ladders,  man — get  ladders,  and  to  the  wall.  How  I 
should  delight  to  see  thee  on  tlie  highest  round — ^(hy  knees 
shaking — thy  hands  grasping  convulsively,  like  those  of 
one  in  an  ague  fit — all  air  around  thee,  save  a  batoonor 
two  of  wood — tlie  moat  below — half-a-dozen  pikes  at  thy 
throat " 

"  Peace,  Richard,  for  shame,  if  not  for  charity ,^^  said 
his  father,  in  a  tone  of  anger,  mingled  with  grief.  **  And 
tix)u,  John,  get  ready  for  the  assault." 

**  So  soon  as  I  have  put  on  my  armour,  fatlier,"  answer* 
ed  the  Prince,  and  withdrew  slowly,  and  with  a  visage 
so  blank  as  to  promise  no  speed  in  his  preparations. 

His  brother  laughed  as  he  retired,  and  said  to  his 
squire,  ^*  It  were  no  bad  jest,  Alberick,  to  carry  the 
place  ere  John  can  change  his  silk  doublet  for  a  steel  one*" 

So  saying,  he  hastily  withdrew,  and  his  father  exclain^ 
ed  in  paternal  distress,  ^'  Out,  alas !  as  much  too  hot  as 
his  brother  is  too  cold  ;  but  it  is  the  manlier  faulL— 
Gloucester,"  said  he  to  Uiat  celebrated  earl,  ^'  take  sui&* 
cient  strength  and  follow  Prince  Richard,  to  guard  and 
sustain  him.  If  any  one  can  rule  him,  it  must  be  a  knight 
of  thy  established  fame.  Alas,  alas  !  for  what  sin  have 
1  deserved  the  affliction  of  these  cruel  family  feuds  !" 

^'  Be  comforted,  my  lord,"  said  the  chancellory  who 
was  also  in  attendance. 

'^  Speak  not  of  comfort  to  a  father,  whose  sons  are  st 
discord  with  each  otlier,  and  agree  only  in  their  disob^ 
dicnce  lo  him  !" 

Thus  spoke  Henry  the  Second,  tlian  whom  no  wisefi 
or,  generally  speaking,  more  fortunate  monarch,  ever  sat 
upon  the  throne  of  England  ;  yet  whose  life  is  a  striking 
illustration,  bow  family  dissensions  can  tarnish  the  most 
brilliant  lot  to  which  heaven  permits  humanity  to  aspire  ; 
and  how  tittle  gratified  ambition,  extended  i^viet^voi^. 
ibe  higbesi reputation  in  war  and  in  peace^caii  do UvnwK^ 
cunag  the  wounds  of  domestic  affliclioa. 
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Tho  !!|id(lcn  nnd  iiery  ntiack  of  Richard,  vho  hwtened  to 
the  csralade  at  tlie  head  of  a  score  of  followcni,  collccied 
at  random,  lintl  tlie  cbm|ilclc  cfTuct  of  surprise ;  and  having 
siirm 0111) ted  (he  walls  nitli  lltcir  ladders,  before  tlie  con- 
tending pnnlcs  within  were  ahno'it  aware  of  ihc  assault,  ilw 
assailants  burst  open  tlic  gates,  and  admitted  Glourester, 
Tvho  had  hastily  followed  with  a  strong  body  of  men-at- 
arms.  The  garrison,  in  their  state  of  surprise,  confusion, 
and  disunion,  ofTorcd  but  litlln  resistance,  and  noiild  havs 
been  put  lu  the  sword,  and  the  place  plundered,  had  no! 
Henry  himself  entered  it,  and  by  his  personal  exetliooa 
and  authority,  restrained  Uic  excesses  of  the  dissolute 
■old  i  cry. 

The  King  conducted  himself,  considering  the  times  and 
the  provocation,  with  laudable  moderation.  He  content- 
ed himself  with  disarming  and  dismissing  the  common 
soldiers,  giving  them  some  trifle  to  carry  them  out  of  the 
country,  lest  want  should  lead  ihem  to  form  ihemselTcs 
inio  bands  of  robbers.  The  ofliccrs  were  more  severely 
treated,  being  for  tlie  greater  part  thrown  into  dungeons, 
to  abide  the  course  of  the  law.  In  particular,  imprlsoo- 
ment  was  the  lot  of  Daniinn  de  Liicy,  against  nhora, 
believing  the  various  charges  with  which  he  was  loaded, 
Henry  was  so  higlily  incensed,  that  he  purposed  to  make 
liim  an  exain|>k'  lo  all  false  knights  and  disloyal  subject*. 
To  the  Lfldy  Eveline  Berenger  he  assigned  her  own 
■partmcnt  as  a  prison,  in  which  she  was  honour&bly 
attended  by  Rose  and  Alice,  hut  guarded  with  tlie  utmoll 
strictness.  It  was  generally  reported  thai  htr  demesnes 
would  be  declared  a  forfeiture  to  the  crown,  and  bestow- 
ed, at  least  in  pari,  upon  Randal  de  Lacy,  ubo  had  doM 
good  service  during  the  siege.  Her  person,  it  was  thought, 
was  destined  to  the  seclusion  of  some  distant  French  nui^ 
»«y,  where  she  might  at  leisure  repent  her  of  her  folliei 
and  her  rashness. 

Fatlier  Aldrovand.  was  delivered  up  to  the  disciplnM 

of  his  convent,  long  experiewte  having  very  cfiecimllT 

^aght  Henry  the  imprudence  oS  m\tva^Ti^an'&*^;t(*i. 

fcges  of  the  church  ;  »\ihou6\\,^\\en*«^™t^'*^«**^ 

«Mn  wicJi  a  rustv  cors\et  c\asi*4  o^«  >»»  Sk«V,^*  "«* 
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diffictilty  repressed  tlie  desire  to  cause  bim  be  hanged  OYer 
the  battlements,  to  preach  to  the  ravens. 

Wth  Wilkin  Flammock,  Henry  held  much  conference, 
particularly  on  the  subject  of  manufactures  and  com- 
merce ;  on  which  the  sound-headed,  tliough  blunt-spokea 
Fleming,  was  well  quali6ed  to  instruct  an  intelligent  mon- 
arch. "  Thy  intentions/'  he  said,  "  shall  not  be  forgot- 
ten, good  fellow,  though  they  have  beea  anticipated  by 
the  headlong  valour  of  my  son  Richard,  which  has  cost 
some  poor  caitiffs  their  lives — Richard  loves  not  to  sheath 
a  bloodless  weapon.  But  thou  and  ihy  countrymen  shall 
return  to  thy  mills  yonder,  with  a  full  pardon  for  past 
offences,  so  that  you  meddle  no  more  with  such  treasona- 
ble matters." 

"  And  our  privileges  and  duties,  my  liege  f^  said 
Flammock.  *^  Your  Majesty  knows  well  we  are  vassals 
to  the  lord  of  this  castle,  and  must  follow  him  in  battle.'' 

**  It  sliall  no  longer  be  so,"  said  Henry  ;  "  I  will  form 
a  community  of  Flemings  here,  and  thou,  Flammock, 
shalt  be  Mayor,  that  thou  may'st  not  plead  feudal  obedi- 
ence for  a  relapse  into  treason." 

"  Treason,  my  liege  !"  said  Flammock,  longing,  yet 
scarce  venturing,  to  interpose  a  word  in  behalf  of  Lady 
Eveline,  for  whom,  despite  the  constitutional  coolness  of 
his  temperament,  he  really  felt  much  interest — ^*  I  would 
that  your  grace  but  justly  knew  how  many  threads  went 
lo  that  woof." 

^  Peace,  sirrah  ! — meddle  with  your  loom,"  said 
Henry  ;  "  ^d  if  we  deign  to  speak  to  thee  concerning 
the  mechanical  arts  which  thou  dost  profess,  take  it  for 
DO  warrant  to  intrude  farther  on  our  privacy." 

The  Fleming  retired,  rebuked,  and  in  silence ;  and  tba 
fate  of  the  unhappy  prisoners  remained  in  the  King's 
bosom.  He  himself  took  up  his  lodging  in  the  castle  of 
the  Garde  Doloureusc,  as  a  convenient  station  for  sending 
abroad  parties  to  suppress  and  extinguish  all  the  embers 
of  rebdiioD  ;  and  so  active  was  Randal  de  Lac^  on  \S^<^^i& 
occasioiij^  ^M  be  appeared  daily  to  rise  m  \h«t  YjiaEi^% 
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grace,  and  was  gratified  with  coDsiderable  grants  out  of 
the  domains  of  Berengcr  and  Lacy,  which  the  King 
seemed  already  to  treat  as  forfeited  property.  Most  men 
considered  this  growing  favour  of  Kandal  as  a  perilous 
omen,  both  for  the  Hfe  of  youdg  Dc  Lacy,  and  for  the 
fate  of  the  unfortunate  Eveline. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

A  vow,  a  vow — I  have  a  vow  in  heaven. 
Sliall  ]  bring  pcijiw}*  upoo  my  soul  T 
No,  not  for  Venice. 

Bferchant  of  Vtnkt. 

The  conchision  of  the  Inst  chapter  contains  the  tidings 
with  which  the  minstrel  greeted  his  unhappy  master,  Huge 
de  Lacy ;  not  indeed  with  tlie  same  detail  of  circumstan* 
ces  with  which  w*e  have  been  able  to  invest  the  narrati?e, 
but  so  as  to  infer  the  general  and  appalling  facts,  that  his 
betrothed  bride,  and  beloved  and  trusted  kinsman,  had 
leagued  together  for  his  dishonour — had  raised  the  banner 
of  rebellion  against  their  lawful  sovereign,  and,  failing  in 
their  audacious  attempt,  had  brought  the  life  of  one  of 
them,  at  least,  into  the  most  imminent  danger,  and  the 
fortunes  of  the  House  of  Lacy,  unless  some  instant  rem- 
edy could  be  found,  to  tlic  very  verge  of  riyn. 

Vidal  marked  the  countenance  of  his  master  as  he 
spoke,  with  the  same  keen  observation  which  the  cbinir- 
gcon  gives  to  the  progress  of  his  dissecting  knife.  There 
was  grief  on  the  Constable's  features— deep  grief — bat 
without  the  expression  of  abasement  or  prostration,  which 
usually  accompanies  it ;  anger  and  shame  were  there-— 
but  they  were  both  of  a  noble  character,  seemingly  ezcH 
/edfc^iiisbridcand  nephew's  transgressing  the  laws  of  tl- 
hgiaacCf  Loiiour,  and  virtue,  T^\i\e.i:  ^^w\s^  >3ca  diagrace 
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and  dtmage  vrtiich  he  liimsclf  s'jsisinctt  through  their 
erime. 

The  lAinslrel  wns  so  much  astonished  at  this  change  of 
deportment,  from  the  sensitive  aciitencss  of  agony  which 
Btlended  the  beginning  of  iiis  narrative,  (hat  he  stepped 
back  two  paces,  and  gazing  on  the  Constable  with  won- 
der, mixed  with  admiration,  e;(clnijncd,  "We  have  heard 
of  martjTs  in  Palestine,  hut  this  exceeds  theml" 

"Wonder  not  so  mnch,  good  friend,"  said  the  Con* 
Stable,  patiently ;  "  it  is  the  first  blow  of  the  hnce  or  mnca 
which  pierces  or  stuns — those  which  Tollow  are  little  Teh.S 

"  Think,  my  lord,"  said  Vidul,  "  all  is  lost — love,  d(^ 
minion,  high  office,  and  bright  fame — so  late  a  chief 
among  nobles — now  a  poor  palmer!" 

"  Wouidst  thou  make  sjiort  wiih  my  misery  ?"  said 
Hugo,  sternly  ;  "  but  even  iliat  comes  of  course  behind 
my  back,  and  why  should  it  not  be  endured  when  said 
to  my  face  ? — Know,  then,  minstrel,  and  put  it  in  song,  if 
you  ust,  that  Hugo  de  Lary,  having  lost  all  he  carried  to 
Palestine,  and  all  which  he  left  at  home,  is  still  lord  of 
biaown  mind;  and  adversity  can  no  more  shake  hi m, 
than  the  breeze  which  strips  the  oak  of  its  leaves  cao 
tear  up  the  trunk  by  the  roots." 

"  Now,  by  the  tomb  of  my  father,"  said  the  minstrel, 
rapturously,  "  this  man's  nobleness  is  too  much  for  my 
resolve  !"  and  stepping  hastily  to  the  Constable,  he 
Itaeeled  on  one  knee,  and  caught  his  hand  more  freely 
than  the  state  maintained  by  men  of  De  I^acy's  rauk 
usually  permitted. 

"  Here,"  said  Vidal,  "  on  this  hand — this  noble  band 
^I  renounce " 

But  ere  he  could  utter  another  word,  Hugo  de  Lacy, 
who,  perhaps,  felt  the  freedom  of  the  action  as  an  intru- 
■ioD  OD  his  fallen  condition,  nulled  back  his  hand,  and 
bid  the  minstrel,  with  a  stem  frown,  arise,  and  remember 
that  misfortune  made  not  De  Lacy  a  fit  personage  for  a 


Reoauk  Vldalmse  rebuked.     "  I  Vtad  tviT^W."  V*  »A^ 
'.1^  a:.. — ,  h^isweea  an  Armor'ican  v\o\et  tm^  »  V 
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Norman  bnron.  I  thought  tliat  the  same  depth  of 
the  same  burst  <tf  joy,  levelled,  for  a  moment  at  least, 
those  artificial  barriers  by  which  men  are  divided.  But 
it  is  well  as  it  is.  Live  within  the  limits  of  your  n^nk,  as 
heretofore  within  your  donjon  tower  and  your  fosses,  my 
lord,  undisturbed  by  the  sympathy  of  any  mean jnan  like 
me.     I,  too,  have  my  duties  to  discharge." 

^^  And  now  to  the  Garde  Doloureuse,"  said  the  baron, 
tmning  to  Philip  Guarinc — '^  God  knoweth  how  well  it 
deserveth  tlie  name  ! — there  to  learn,  with  our  own  eyes 
and  ears,  the  truth  of  tliesc  woful  tidings.  Dismount, 
minstrel,  and  give  me  thy  palfrey — I  would,  Guarine, 
that  I  had  one  for  thee — as  for  Vidal,  his  attendance  is 
less  necessary.  I  will  face  my  foes,  or  my  misfortunes, 
like  a  man — that  be  assured  of,  violer ;  and  look  not  so 
sullen,  knave — I  will  not  forget  old  adherents. '^ 

"  One  of  tlicm,  at  Ipast,  will  not  forget  you,  my  lord," 
replied  the  minstrel,  with  his  usual  dubious  tone  of  look 
and  emphasis. 

But  just  as  the  Constable  was  about  to  prick  forwards, 
two  persons  appeared  on  the  path,  mounted  on  one  horse, 
who,  hidden  by  some  dwarf-wood,  had  come  very  newt 
them,  without  being  perceived.  They  were  male  and 
female ;  and  the  man,  who  rode  fofemost,  was  such  a 
picture  of  famine,  as  tlie  eyes  of  the  pilgrims  had  scarce 
witnessed  in  all  the  wasted  lands  through  which  tliey  had 
travelled.  His  features,  naturally  sharp  and  thin,  had  dis" 
appeared  almost  entirely  among  the  uncombed  grey  beard 
apd  hairs  with  which  they  were  overshadowed  ;  and  it 
was  but  the  glimpse  of  a  long  nose,  that  seemed  as  sharp 
as  the  edge  of  a  knife,  and  the  twinkling  sparkle  of  hb 

!;rey  eyes,  which  gave  any  intimation  of  his  lineaments, 
lis  leg,  in  the  wide  old  boot  which  inclosed  it,  looked 
like  the  handle  of  a  mop  left  by  chance  in  a  pail— bis 
arms  were  about  the  thickness  of  riding-rods — and  such 
parts  of  his  person  as  were  not  concealed  by  the  latters 
of  a  huntsman^s  cassock,  seemed  rather  the  appendagoa 
oT  4  mummy  than  a  Vive  mw. 
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Tbe  fnule  who  sat  behind  tliis  spectre  exhibited  aJso 
some  syraptoms  of  extenuation  ;  but  being  a  brave  jolly 
dime  nahiraily,  famine  had  not  been  able  (o  render  her 
•  spectacle  so  rueful  as  tlie  anatomy  behind  which  shci 
looe.  Dame  Gillian's  cheek  (for  it  was  tlie  reader's  old 
ecquainUnce)  had  indeed  lost  llic  rosy  hue  of  gnnd  cheer, 
end  tbe' smoothness  of  complexion,  which  art  and  cnsy 
bviog  had  formerly  substituted  for  the  more  delicate 
bloom  of  youth  ;  her  eyes  were  sunken,  and  had  lost^ 
mucfa  of  their  bold  and  roguish  lustre  ;  but  she  nas  still 
in  ■ame  measure  herself,  and  the  remnants  of  former 
finely,  together  with  the  tight-drawn  scarlet  hose,  though 
■orely  foded,  showed  still  a  remnant  of  coquettish  pre- 


So  sooo  K8  slie  came  within  sight  of  the  pilgrims,  she 
began  uf  punch  Kaoul  with  the  end  of  her  riding-rod. 
**  Try  thy  new  trade,  man,  since  thou  art  unlit  for  any 
oAer— to  the  good  men — to  them — crave  dieir  ciiarily." 

"  Beg  from  beggars  ?" — muttered  Raoul ;  "  lliat  were 
hewking  at  sparrows,  dame." 

"  ft  will  bring  our  hand  in  use  though,"  said  Gillian  ; 
end  commenced,  in  a  whining  tone,  "  GcmI  love  you,  holy 
Bien,  who  have  had  the  grace  to  go  to  the  Holy  Land, 
lod,  what  is  more,  have  bad  tbe  grace  to  come  back 

r'n  ;  I  pray,  bestow  some  of  your  ahns  upon  my  poor 
husband,  who  is  a  miserable  object,  as  you  see,  and 
upon  one  who  has  the  bad  luck  to  be  his  wife — Heaven 
help  me  !" 

"  Peace,  woman,  and  hear  what  I  have  to  say,*'  said 
the  Constable,  laying  his  hand  upon  the  bridle  of  the 
liorse— "  I'have  present  occasion  for  that  horse,  and—" 
"  By  the  hunting-horn  of  St.  Hubert,  but  thou  gcttcst 
him  not  without  blows !"  answered  the  old  huntsman. 
**  A  fine  world  it  is,  when  palmers  turn  horse-stcalcrs." 

"  Peace,  fellow !"  sajd  the  Constable,  sternly, — "  I  say 
I  hive  occasion  presently  for  tJie  service  of  thy  horse. 
Here  be  two  gold  bezants  for  a  day's  use  o(  \he  VnuVa '.  'il 
Sff*     VOI„   I. 
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is  wen  worth  die  fee-simple  of  bim,  were  he  nerer  re- 
turned/' 

**  But  the  palfrey  is  an  old  acquaintance,  masteri**  laid 
Raoul ;  "  and  if  perchance——'* 

"Out  upon  f/and  perchance  both,"  said  the  dame, 
giving  her  husband  so  determined  a  thrust  as  well  nigh 
pushed  him  out  of  the  saddle.  *^  Off  the  hor^  !  and 
thank  God  and  this  worthy  man  for  the  help  he  has  sent 
us  in  extremity.  What  signifies  the  palfrey,  when  we 
have  not  enough  to  get  food  either  for  the  brute  or  our- 
selves ?  not  though  we  would  eat  grass  and  corn  with  him, 
like  King  Somebody,  whom  tlie  good  father  used  to  read 
us  to  sleep  about." 

"  A  truce  with  your  prating,  dame,"  said  Raoul,  ofiSar- 
ing  his  assistance  to  help  her  from  tlie  croup ;  but  she 
preferred  that  of  Guarine,  who, though  advance^in  years, 
retained  the  advantage  of  his  stout  soldierly  figure. 

"  I  humbly  thank  your  gootlness,"  said  she, as,(  having 
first  kissed  her,)thc  squire  set  her  on  the  ground.  "  And, 
pray,  sir,  are  ye  come  frcm  the  Holy  Land  ?— -Heard  ye 
any  tidings  there  of  him  that  was  Constable  of  Chester  f" 

De  Lacy,  who  was  engaged  in  removing  the  pillion 
from  behind  the  saddle,  slopped  short  in  Iiis  task,  and  said, 
"  Ha,  dame  !  what  would  you  with  him  ?" 

"  A  grccit  deal,  good  palmer,  an  I  could  Ught  on  him; 
for  his  lands  and  oflices  are  all  to  be  given,  it's  like,  to 
that  false  thief,  his  kinsman." 

"  What ! — to  Damian,  his  nephew  ?"  exclaimed  the 
Constable,  in  a  harsh  and  hasty  tone. 

"  Lord,  how  you  startle  me,  sir !"  said  Gillian ;  then 
continued,  turning  to  Philip  Guarine,  "  Your  friend  is  a 
hasty  man,  bclikc." 

*'  It  is  the  fault  of  the  sun  he  has  Uved  under  so  long," 
said  the  squire ;  '^  but  look  you  answer  his  questioiM 
truly,  and  he  will  make  it  the  better  for  you." 

Gillian  instantly  took  the  hint.      ^'  Was  it  Damian  de 
Lacy  you  asked  after  ? — Alas  I  poor  young  gentleman ! 
ao  offices  or  lands  for  him — ^more\\Ve\^'  \»\\«n^  ^^jSkmv 
cast,  ijoor  lad — and  a\\  for  nou^Vw,  ^\  ^ti\;i.\.\>^^\«»fc. 
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Damitn !— hm)|  no,  it  is  not  Damian,  nor  damson  neither 
— but  Randal  Lacy,  that  must  rule  the  roast,  and  baTe 
all  the  old  man's  lands,  and  livings,  and  lordships." 

^  What  ?"  said  the  Constable — «<  before  they  know 
whether  the  old  man  is  dead  or  no  f — ^Methinks  that  were 
against  law  and  reason  both." 

'*  Ay,  but  Randal  Lacy  has  brought  about  less  likely 
matters.  Look  you,  he  hath  sworn  to  the  King  that  they 
have  true  tidings  of  the  Constable's  death — ay,  and  let 
liim  alone  to  make  them  soothfast  enough,  if  the  Consta- 
ble were  once  within  his  danger." 

^  Indeed  !"  said  the  Constable.  **  But  you  are  forg- 
ing tales  on  a  noble  gentleman.  Come,  come,  daiiie,  you 
say  this  because  you  like  not  Randal  Lacy." 

'*  Like  him  not ! — And  what  reason  have  I  to  like  him,  I 
trow  .^"  answered  Gillian.  '*  Is  it  because  he  seduced 
my  simplicity  to  let  him  into  the  castle  of  the  Garde 
Doloureuse, — ay,  oftencr  than  once  or  twice  either,—' 
when  he  was  disguised  as  a  pedlar,  and  told  him  all  the 
secrets  of  the  family,  and  how  the  boy  Damian,  and  the 
girl  Eveline,  were  dying  of  love  with  each  other,  but  had 
not  courage  to  say  a  word  of  it,  for  fear  of  the  Constable, 
though  he  were  a  thousand  miles  off  f — ^You  seem  con- 
cerned, worthy  sir — may  I  offer  your  reverend  worship  a 
trifling  sup  from  my  bottle,  which  is  sovereign  for  tremor 
cordis  and  fits  of  the  spleen  .^" 

"  No,  no,"  ejaculated  De  Lacy — ^**  I  was  but  grieved 
with  the  shooting  of  an  old  wound.  But,  dame,  I  war- 
rant me  this  Damian  and  Eveline,  as  you  call  them,  be* 
came  better,  closer  friends,  in  time  ?" 

"  They ! — not  they  indeed,  poor  simpletons !"  answer- 
ed the  dame ;  ^*  they  wanted  some  wise  counsellor  to  go 
between  and  advise  them.  For  look  you,  sir,  if  old  Hugo 
be  dead,  as  is  most  like,  it  were  more  natural  that  bis  bride 
and  bis  nephew  should  inherit  his  lands,  than  this  same 
Randal,  who  is  but  a  distant  kinsman  and  a  forsworn  caitiff 
to  boot. — Would  you  think  it,  reverend  \»U^t\wv^^(V£t>!cA 
moaaiaias  of  gold  he  promised  me? — WYvcti  >icva  ^^s.'^a 
mis  taken  and  be  saw  J  could  serve  bun  no  mot« 
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ed  me  old  beldame,  and  spoke  of  the  beadle  and  the 
cuckiDg-stool. — Yes,  revcreod  sir,  old  beldame  and  cuck- 
ing-stool were  his  best  words,  when  he  knew  I  bad  no 
one  to  take  my  part,  save  old  Raouli  who  cannot  take 
his  own.  But  if  grim  old  Hugh  bring  back  his  weather- 
beaten  carcass  from  Palestine,  and  have  but  half  the  devil 
in  him  which  he  had  when  he  was  fool  enough  to  gp  away, 
Saint  Mary,  but  I  will  do  his  kinsman's  office  to  bim  !" 

There  was  a  pause  when  she  had  done  speaking. 
Thou  say'st,"  at  length  exclaimed  the  Constable, 

that  Damian  de  Lacy  and  Eveline  love  each  other,  yet 
are  unconscious  of  guilt,  or  falsehood,  or  ingratitude  to 
me — ^I  would  say,  to  their  relative  in  Palestine  ?'*    . 

**  Love,  sir  ! — in  troth  and  so  it  is— ihey  do  love  each 
other,"  said  Gillian ;  *^  but  it  is  like  angels— or  like  Iambi 
— ^r  like  fools,  if  you  will  ;  for  they  would  never  so 
much  as  have  spoken  together,  but  for  a  prank  of  that 
same  Randal  Lacy's." 

*^  How  !"  demanded  the  Constable — "  a  prank  of 
Randal's  ? — What  motive  had  he  that  these  two  should 
meet  ?" 

*^  Nay,  their  meeting  was  none  of  his  seeking  ;  but  be 
had  formed  a  plan  to  carry  off  the  Lady  Eveline  him- 
aell^  for  he  was  a  wild  rover,  tliis  same  Randal ;  and  so 
he  came  disguised  as  a  merchant  of  falcons,  and  trained 
out  my  old  stupid  Raoul,  and  the  Lady  Eveline,  and  all 
of  us,  as  if  to  have  an  hour's  mirth  in  hawking  at  the  heron. 
But  be  had  a  band  of  Welch  kites  in  readiness  to  pounce 
upon  us  ;  and  but  for  the  sudden  making  in  of  Damian  to 
our  rescue,  it  is  undescribable  to  think  what  might  have 
come  of  us;  and  Damian  being  hurt  in  the  onslaught,  was 
carried  to  the  Garde  Doloureuse  in  mere  necessity  ;  and 
but  to  save  his  life,  it  is  my  belief  my  lady  would  never 
have  asked  him  to  cross  the  draw-bridge,  even  if  he  had 
oflTered." 

^*  Woman,"  said  the  Constable,    "  think  what  thoa 

ja/'st  J    If  thou  hast  done  evil  in  these  matters  hereto- 

Are,  as  I  suspect  from  ihmc  oviiv  s\.r>t>j  ^^\sJk\ift\.  to  ^ut  it 


right  by  a  train  of  new  falsehoods,  merely  from  spite  at 
missing  thy  reward." 

"  Palmer,"  said  old  Raoul,  with  his  broken-toned 

voice,  cracked  by  many  a  hollo,  '^  I  am  wont  to  leave 

the  business  of  tale-bearing  to  my  wife  Gillian,  who  will 

toogue-pad  it  with  any  shrew  m  Christendom.     But  thou 

speak'st  like  one  havmg  some  interest  in  these  matters,  and 

therefore,  I  will  tell  thee  plainly,  that  ahhough  this  woman 

has  published  her  own  shame  in  avowing  her  correspoiri- 

ence  with  that  same  Randal  I.Acy  ;  yet  what  she  has  said  is 

true  as  the  gospel ;  and,  were  it  my  last  word,  I  would 

say  that  Damian  and  the  Lady  Eveline  are  innocent  of 

all  treason  and  all  dishonesty,  as  is  the  babe  unborn. — 

But  what  avails  what  the  like  of  us  say,  who  are  even 

driven  to  the  very  begging  for  mere  support,  after  having 

lived  at  a  good  house,  and  in  a  good  lord's  service—-* 

blessing  be  with  him  !" 

**  But  hark  you,"  continued  the  Constable,  "  are  there 
left  no  ancient  servants  of  the  house,  that  could  speak 
out  as  well  as  you?" 

*•  Humph  !"  answered  the  huntsman — "  men  are  not 
willing  to  babble  when  Randal  Lacy  is  cracking  his  thong 
above  their  heads.  Many  are  slain,  or  starved  to  death 
—some  disposed  of — some  spirited  away.  But  there  are 
the  weaver  Flammock  and  bis  daughter  Rose,  who  know 
as  much  of  the  matter  as  we  do." 

"What ! — ^Wilkin  Flammock,  the  stout  Netherlander  ?" 
fud  the  Constable ;  "  he  and  his  blunt  but  true  daughter 
Rose  ? — ^I  will  venture  my  life  on  their  faith.  Where 
dwell  they  ? — ^What  has  been  their  lot  amidst  these 
changes  ?" 

"  And  in  God's  name,  who  are  you  that  ask  these  ques* 
tjoos  ?"  said  Dame  Gillian.  "  Husband,  husband— we 
have  been  too  free ;  there  is  something  in  that  look  and 
that  tone  which  I  should  remember." 

•*  Yes,  look  at  me  more  fixedly,"  said  the  Constable, 
tfarowmg  back  the  hood  which  had  hitherto  in  tL^geeA&^fti^ 
^>gree  oticured  bis  /eatures. 
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**  On  jrour  knees— on  yonr  knees,  Raoul  !**  exclaimed 
Gillian,  dropping  on-  her  own  at  the  same  time ;  **  it  is 
the  Constable  himself,  and  he  has  heard  me  call  bim  old 
Hugh  !" 

*^  It  is  all  that  is  left  of  him  who  was  tlic  Constable,  at 
least,"  replied  De  Lacy ;  *^  and  old  Hugh  willingly  for^ 
gives  your  freedom,  in  consideration  of  your  good  news. 
Where  are  Flammock  and  his  daughter  f 

^*  Rose  is  with  the  Lady  Eveline,"  said  Dame  Gillian ; 
**  her  ladyship,  belike,  chose  her  for  her  bower-woman  in 
place  of  me,  although  Rose  was  never  fit  to  attire  so 
much  as  a  Dutch  doll." 

"  The  faithful  girl  !"  said  the  Constable.  «  And 
where  is  Flammock  ?" 

''Oh,  for  him,  he  has  pardon  and  favour  from  the  King," 
said  Raoul ;  ''  and  is  at  his  own  house,  with  his  rabble  of 
weavers,  close  beside  the  Battle-bridge,  as  they  now  call 
the  place  where  your  lordship  quelled  the  Welch." 

<' Thither  will  1  then,"  said  tlie  Constable;  «'andwiD 
tlien  see  what  welcome  King  Henry  of  Anjou  has  for 
an  old  servant.     You  t>vo  must  accompany  me." 

^'My lord,"  said  Gillian,  with  hesitation,  *' you  know 
poor  folk  are  Utile  thanked  for  interference  with  great 
men's  affairs.  I  tnist  your  lordship  will  be  able  to  pro- 
tect us  if  we  speak  the  truth  ;  and  that  you  will  not  look 
back  with  displeasure  on  what  I  did,  acting  for  the  best." 

"  Peace,  dame,  with  a  wanion  to  you  !"  said  Raoul. 
*^  Will  you  think  of  your  own  old  sinful  carcass,  when 
you  should  be  saving  your  sweet  young  mistress  from 
shame  and  oppression  ? — And  for  tliy  ill  tongue,  and 
worse  practices,  his  lordship  knows  they  are  bred  in  the 
bone  of  thee." 

**  Peace,  good  fellow !"  said  the  Constable ;  "  we 
will  not  look  back  on  thy  wife's  errors,  and  your  fidelity 
shall  be  rewarded. — For  you,  my  faithful  followers,"  be 
said,  turning  towards  Guarine  and  Vidal,  ^'  when  De 
Z«acjr  shall  receive  his  rights,  of  which  he  doubts  nothini^ 
Ais  Srst  wish  shall  be  to  tcxv-ojcd  ^oxa  ^^^\\vj  2^ 


Ml 

** Mine,  such  as  it  is,  lias  been,aiiils)wnbeit80WDre> 
ward,"  sujd  Vidal.  "  I  will  not  accept  favours  froiD  him 
.  in  [Hrosperity,  «bo,  in  adveraity,  refused  me  his  hand — our 
account  stands  yet  open." 

"  Go  to,  diou  art  a  fool ;  but  thy  professiou  halb  a 
privilege  to  be  humorous,"  said  the  Constable,  whom 
weather-beaten  and  liotnclyfeaturea  looked  even  hand- 
some, nrlien  animated  by  gratitude  to  Heaven  and  beaev- 
olencc  towards  mankind.  "  We  will  mcei,"  he  said,  "  at 
Battle-bridge,  an  hour  bcifore  vespers — I  shall  have  much 
achieved  before  that  time." 

"  The  space  is  short,"   said  bis  esquire. 

"  I  won  a  battle  in  yet  shorter,"  replied  Che  Constable. 

"  In  which,"  said  tlie  minstrel,  "  many  a  man  has  died 
that  thought  liimself  well  assured  of  hfe  and  victory." 

"  Even  50  shnll  my  dangerous  cousin  Randal  find  his 
schemes  of  aniltltion  blighted,"  answered  the  Constable ; 
and  rode  forwards,  accompanied  by  Raoul  and  his  wife> 
who  had  remounted  their  palfrey,  while  the  minstrel  and 
squire  followed  a-foot,  and,  of  course,  much  more  slowly. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Uh,  few-  BDl,  fimr  no),  good  Lord  Joha, 

ThM  I  would  you  bMray, 
Or  KK  requital  fcr  ■  (Mil, 

AVbich  Dslon  cshikH  p«7. 

'   "  BeBr  wiinpss,  all  ye  wtrod  powen — 

Ye  lighn  Ihst  'gm  U>  ihlno— 

Th!>  night  Khali  [•mvr  tltv  uiiml  lie 

That  tHmli  your  liiith  and  minp." 

^Ncinl  BaMM  Balbd. 

Lurr  behind  by  their  master,  die  two  de^advEiL\&  tiS 
Httgh  de  L^cy  marched  on  in  sullen  silence,  WVie  vnen  niVo 
digOv  Mad  distrust  each  other,  though  \)ovmi  \o  «»» 
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common  service,  and  partners,  therefore,  in  the  m 
hopes  and  fears.  The  dislike,  indeed,  was  chiefly  u 
Guarine's  side  ;  for  nothing  could  be  more  indiftrei 
Renault  Vidal  than  was  bis  companion,  farther  than  m 
was  conscious  that  Philip  loved  him  not,  and  was  not 
likely,  so  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  thwart  some  p 
which  he  had  nearly  at  heart.  He  took  little  notice 
his  companion,  but  hummed  over  to  himself^  as  for 
exercise  of  his  memor}',  romances  and  songs,  man] 
which  were  composed  in  languages  which  Guarine,  y 
had  only  an  ear  for  his  native  Norman,  did  not  un 
stand. 

They  had  proceeded  together  in  this  sullen  a 
ner  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  they  were  met  by  a  gn 
on  horseback,  leading  a  saddled  palfrey.  *^  Pil^o 
said  the  man,  after  looking  at  diem  with  some  attent 
"  which  of  you  is  calied  Philip  Guarine  ?" 

'*  I,  for  fault  of  a  better,"  said  the  esquire,  ^  re 
to  that  name." 

^*  Thy  lord,  in  that  case,  commends  him  to  you,'*  i 
the  groom  ;    ''  and  sends  you  this  token,  by  which 
shall  know  that  I  am  his  true  messenger." 

He  showed  the  esquire  a  rosary,  which  Philip  instai 
recognized  as  that  used  by  the  Constable. 

*^l  acknowledge   tlie  token,"  he    said,  *' speak 
master's  pleasure." 

'^  He  bids  me  say,"  replied  the  rider,  **  that  his  i 
thrives  as  well  as  is  possible,  and  that  this  very  even 
by  time  that  the  sun  sets,  he  will  be  possessed  of 
own.  He  desires,  therefore,  you  will  mount  this  palfi 
and  come  witli  me  to  the  Garde  Doloureuse,as  your  pi 
ence  will  be  wanted  there." 

*^  It  is  well,  and  I  obey  him,"  said  the  esquire,  mi 
pleased  with  the  import  of  the  message,  and  not  disss 
fied  at  being  separated  from  his  travelling  compaai 

"  And  what  charge  for  me  f "  said  the  minstrel| 
dressing  the  messenger. 
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^  If  you,  as  I  guess,  are  the  minstrcli  Renault  Vidal, 
70U  are  to  abide  your  master  at  the  Battle-bridge,  ac- 
cording to  the  charge  formerly  given." 

^*  I  \vill  meet  him,  as  in  duty  bound,"  was  VidaPs  an- 
swer ;  and  scarce  was  it  uttered,  ere  the  two  horsemen^ 
turning  tlteir  backs  on  him,  rode  briskly  forward,  and 
were  speedily  out  of  sight. 

It  was  now  four  hours  past  noon,  and  the  sun  was  de- 
clining, yet  tliere  was  more  than  three  hours'  space  to 
the  lime  of  rendezvous,  and  the  distance  from  the  place 
did  not  now  exceed  four  miles.  Vidal,  therefore,  either 
for  the  sake  of  rest'  or  reflection,  withdrew  from  the 
path  into  a  thicket  on  tlie  left  hand,  from  which  gushed 
the  waters  of  a  strestmlet,  fed  by  a  small  fountain  that 
bubbled  up  amongst  the  trees.  Here  the  traveller  sat 
himself  down,  and  with  an  air  which  seemed  unconscious 
of  what  he  was  doing,  bent  his  eye  on  the  little  sparkling 
font  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  without  change  of  pos- 
ture ;  so  tliat  he  might,  in  Pagan  times,  have  represent- 
ed tlie  statue  of  a  water-god  bending  over  his  urn,  and 
ittentive  only  to  the  supplies  which  it  was  pouring  forth. 
At  length,  however,  he  seemed  to  recall  himself  from 
this  state  of  deep  abstraction,  drew  himself  up,  and  took 
lome  coarse  food  from  his  pilgrim's  scrip,  ag  if  suddenly 
reminded  that  life  is  not  supported  without  means.  But 
he  had  probably  something  at  his  heart  which  afil'Cted 
bis  throat  or  appetite.  After  a  vain  attempt  to  swallow 
t  morsel,  he  threw  it  from  him  in  disgust,  and  applied 
him  to  a  small  flask,  in  which  he  had  some  wine  or 
other  liquor.  But  seemingly  this  also  turned  distasteful, 
for  he  threw  from  him  both  scrip  and  bottle,  and,  behd- 
ing  down  to  the  spring,  drank  deeply  of  the  pure  clement, 
bathed  in  it  his  hands  and  face,  and  arising  from  the 
fountain  apparently  refreshed,  moved  slowly  on  his  way, 
singing  as  he  went,  but  in  a  low  and  saddened  tone, 
wild  fragments  of  ancient  poetry,  in  a  tongue  equally 
ancient. 

30     VOL.  /. 
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Journeying  on  in  ibis  melancholy  manner,  be  at  lengih 
came  in  sight  o(  the  Battle-bridge  ;  near  to  which  arose, 
in  proud  and  gloomy  strength,  ilie  celebrated  castle  of 
the  Garde  Doloureuse.  "  Here,  then,"  he  said — "  here, 
then,  I  am  to  await  the  proud  De  Lacy.  Be  it  so,  in 
God's  name  ! — he  shall  knew  me  better  ere  we  part." 

So  sayin<r,  he  strode,  with  long  and  resolved  steps, 
across  the  bridge,  and  ascending  a  mound  which  arose 
on  the  oj)j)csite  side  at  souu)  distance,  he  gazed  for  a 
time  upon  the  scene  bencnil.*— the  beautiful  river,  rich 
with  the  rtflected  tints  of  the  western  sk3'«^lh€  trees, 
which  were  already  brightened  to  the  eye,  and  sadden- 
ed to  the  fancv,  with  the  hue  of  autumn — and  tlie  dark* 
some  walls  and  towers  of  the  feudal  cattle,  from  which, 
at  times,  (lashed  a  glimpse  of  splendour,  as  some  senti- 
nel's arms  caught  and  gave  back  a  transient  ray  of  the 
setting  sun. 

The  countenance  of  the  minstrel,  which  had  hitherto 
been  dark  and  troubkd,  seemed  softened  by  the  qui^  of 
the  scene.     He  threw  loose  his  pilgrim's  dress,  yet  suffer- 
ing part  of  its  dark  folds  to  hang  around  him  mantle- 
wise  ;  under  which  appeared  his  minstrel's  tabard.     He 
took  from  his  side  a  rote,  and  striking,  from  time  to  time,  i  . 
Welch  descant,  sung  at  others  a  lay,  of  which  we  can  oBsr 
only  a  few  (raginents,  literally  translated  from  the  ancieiit 
language  in  which  they  were  chanted,  premising  that  they 
are  in  that  excursive  symbolical  style  of  poetry,  whicli 
Taliessin,  Llewarch  Hen,  and  other  bards,  had   derived 
perhaps  from  the  time  of  the  Druids. 

"  I  askwl  of  my  harp, '  Who  hath  injuixt!  ihy  rhords  V 
And  she  «-|)li*»t1,  *  The  crot  kcd  fingrr.  \*hi(h  I  mockeil  in  my  time.' 
A  blade  of  silver  may  In*  l>eiK?etl — a  Made  of  steel  obideth — 
Kindness  fadetlt  away,  Init  vengreancc  emlurcth. 

'  The  s^vcel  ta^te  of  mead  passeth  from  ihc  llj's, 
Put  tljey  are  lung  renxxV'*!  J-y  the  Jiiifc  ofvonr.vood; 
71ie  him!>  i^  Im  ochi  lo  tin*  ^l:aiiil>I.«.  Ini  \W  ^vnlf  rangelh  the  nwoaniii 
Khu'.iiC'ts  fade  I  h  H\\ay,l;m  vi:u^i»uvv.  %:uO.\wxili. 
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*•  I  adced  iho  reiVhct  iron,  M-hcn  it  gKramcred  on  the  anvil, 

'  Wberdbre  glowt-sit  tluni  U>iiger  Uiaii  llio  im-brand  V— 

'  I  WM  born  iuUie  dark  niiuo,  ajid  the  brdml  iii  ihe  pliasaiU  greenwood.' 

KtiMlnen  fiuk'lh  awaj^  but  veiig;vaiicc  endurctli. 

■ 

"  I  atkAd  tbe  green  oak  of  the  assembly,  wherefore  its  boughs  were  dry 

and  seared  like  the  horns  of  the  stag  7 
And  it  showed  uie  that  a  small  worm  had  giiawpd  its  roots. 
llic  boj  who  remembered  tlie  scourge,  undid  the  wicket  of  the  castle  at 

midnight. 
Kindnew  (adeth  away,  bot  vengeance  endurelh. 

■ 

*^  Lightning  destroycth  temples,  though  their  spires  pierce  the  clouds ; 
Storms  destroy  armadas,  though  llioir  sails  intercept  the  gale. 
Hti  that  is  in  bis  glory  fallctli,  niid  that  by  a  rnntcmptiblc  cucmy. 
Kioduesi  fadcth  away,  buL  vengeance  endurcth." 

More  of  tlie  same  wild  iina&;es  were  thrown  out,  each 
beariog  some  analog}',  however  fanciful  and  remote,  to 
the  tlieme,  which  occurred  like  a  chorus  at  the  close 
of  each  stanza  ;  so  that  the  poetry  resemhled  a  piece 
of  music,  which,  after  repeated  eKCursions  through  fan- 
ciful variations,  returns  ever  and  anon  to  the  simple 
melody  which  is  the  subject  of  ornament. 

As  the  minstrel  sung,  his  eyes  were  fixed  on  tlie  bridge 
tod  its  vicinity  ;  hut  when,  near  the  close  of  his  chant, 
he  raised  up  his  eyes  towards  the  distant  towers  of  tlie 
Garde  Dolourcuse,  he  saw  that  the  gates  were  opened, 
and  that  there  was  a  mustering  of  guards  and  attendants 
without  the  barriers,  as  if  some  expedition  were  about 
to  set  fortli)  or  some  person  of  importance  to  appear  on 
the  scene.  At  the  same  time,  glancing  his  eyes  around, 
he  discovered  that  the  landscape,  so  solitary  when  he 
first  took  his  seat  on  the  grey  stone  from  which  he  over- 
looked it,  was  now  becoming  filled  with  figures. 

During  his  reverie,  several  persons,  solitary  and  in 
groups,  men,  women,  and  children,  had  begun  to  assem- 
ble themselves  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  were  loiter- 
ing there,  as  if  expecting  some  spectacle.  There  was 
also  much  bustling  at  the  Flemings'  mills,  which^  thou^tv 
at  aome  distance^  were  also  completely  wwAex  Vvva  ^^^% 
A  pioc€3$ioa  seemed  to  be  arranging  \lse\l  v\\exsi^^V  ^ 
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■OOD  bcgnn  to  move  fanrartl,  with  pipe  and  tnbour,  sod 
various  other  inslnimcnls  of  music,  and  soon  appnucb- 
ed,  ill  regular  order,  (lie  place  where  Vidai  wns  seated. 

It  appealed  ilie  business  in  hand  was  nf  d  paeiGc  cliar- 
ncter ;  for  the  grey-hearded  old  men  of  tlic  little  set- 
llemcnt,  in  their  deceut  russet  goxvns,  came  first  afier  iba 
rustic  baud  of  music,  walking  in  ranks  of  three  and  three, 
Kupporicd  b}-  tlicir  staves,  and  regulating  the  motion  of 
the  whole  procession  by  their  sober  and  staid  pare.  AAer 
these  fathers  of  the  selllenient  came  Wilkin  Flaminock, 
mounted  on  his  mighty  uar-horse,  and  in  complete  ar- 
mour, save  his  liead,  hke  a  vassal  prepared  to  do  militcry 
service  for  liis  lord.  After  him  followed,  and  in  battle 
rank,  the  floiver  of  tlie  Ittile  colony,  consisting  of  thirty 
men,  well  armed  and  appointed,  whose  steady  mnirh.ai 
well  as  their  clean  and  glittering  armour,  showed  steadi- 
ness and  discipline,  nithoiigh  they  larked  alike  the  Geiy 
glance  of  llie  French  soldiery,  or  the  look  of  do^cd 
defiance  which  characterized  the  Englii^h,  or  the  wild 
ecstatic  impetuosily  of  eye  which  then  distinguished  the 
Welch.  The  mothers  and  the  maidens  of  the  colony 
came  next  ;  then  followed  tlic  children,  with  faces  u 
chubby,  and  features  as  serious,  and  steps  as  grave,  ns 
tbcir  parents ;  and  lust,  as  a  rear-guard,  came  the  youiks 
from  fourteen  to  twenty,  armed  with  light  lances,  bows, 
and  similar  weapons  becoming  thetr  age. 

This  procession  wheeled  around  the  base  of  the 
mound  or  etnbanknicnt  on  which  the  minstrel  was  seat- 
ed ;  crossed  the  bridge  whh  the  same  slow  and  regular 
pace,  and  formed  themselves  into  a  double  line,  facii^ 
inwards,  as  if  to  receive  some  person  of  consequence, 
or  witness  some  ceremonial.  Flainmock  remained  at 
the  extremity  of  the  avenue  thus  formed  by  his  counlry- 
iDcn,  and  quietly,  ycl  earnestly,  engaged  in  making  ar- 
rangements and  preparations. 

In  the  meanwhile,  stragglers  of  different  countriea  b«- 
j^n  to  draw  together,  apparently  brought  there  by^  men 
cariosity,  and  formed  &  moi\c^  Maettv\i\»%(i «.  *»  W&m 
end  of  the  bridge,  w\uch  wta  iioX  DR«e*.\a'ift«fl*fc. 
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Two  English  peasants  passed  very  near  tlic  stone  on 
which  Vidal  sat. — "  Wik  thou  sing  us  a  song,  minstrel," 
said  one  of  them,  "  and  here  is  a  tester  for  ilice  f"  tbrow- 
iog  into  his  hat  a  small  silver  coin. 

"  1  am  under  a  vow,"  answered  tlie  minstrel,  "  oiid 
msy  notpractise  the  gay  science  nt  present." 

"  Or  you  are  too  proud  to  play  to  English  churls," 
said  the  cider  peasant,  "  for  thy  tongue  smacks  of  the 
Norman." 

"  Keep  the  coin,  nevertheless,"  said  the  younger  man. 
"  Let  the  palmer  have  what  tJic  minstrel  refuses  lo  earn." 

"  I  pray  you  reserve  your  bounty,  kind  friend,"  said 
Vidal,  "  1  need  it  not ; — and  tell  me  of  your  kindness, 
instead,  what  matters  are  going  forwr>rd  here." 

"Why,  know  you  not  iliat  ue  liavc  got  our  Consta- 
ble de  Lacy  again,  and  tliat  he  is  to  grant  solemn  inves- 
titure to  the  Flemish  weavers  of  all  these  fine  things 
Harry  of  Anjou  has  given? — Had  Edward  the  Confes- 
sor been  alive,  to  give  tlie  Nethcrland  knaves  their 
guerdon,  it  would  have  been  a  cast  of  the  galtows-Uee. 
But  come,  neighbour,  we  shall  lose  the  show." 

So  s.iying,  they  pressed  down  the  bill. 

Vidal  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  gates  of  the  distant  casllc ; 
and  the  remote  waving  of  banners,  and  mustering  of  men 
on  horseback,  tbongli  imperfectly  seen  at  such  a  distance,  - 
apprized  hJm  that  one  of  note  was  about  to  set  forth  at 
the  head  of  a  considerable  train  of  military  attendants. 
Distant  flourishes  of  trumjiels,  which  came  faintly  yet 
distinctly  on  his  car,  seemed  to  attest  tlie  same.  Present- 
ly be  perceived,  by  the  dust  which  began  to  arise  in  col- 
umns betwixt  the  castle  and  tiie  bridge,  as  well  as  by 
the  nearer  sound  of  the  clarions,  that  the  troop  was  ad- 
vancing towards  him  in  procession. 

Vidal,  on  his  own  part,  seemed  as  if  irresolute  whether 
to  retain  his  present  position,  where  he  commanded  a  full 
but  remote  view  of  the  whole  scene,  or  to  obtain  a  nearer 
but  more  partial  one,  by  involving  liimseH  mt^e  CTOxii 
wiuch  BOW  closed  around  on  either  hand  ot  \he  W\4%b, 


3M  TALE!   or   TDK    CSDIADKES. 

unless  wliorc  dio  avenue  was  kept  open  by  the  umed 
and  arrayed  Flemiags. 

A  monk  next  hurried  past  Vidal,  and  on  hii  inqairing 
OS' formerly  the  cause  of  the  assembly,  answered,  m  « 
muttering  tone,  from  beneadi  bis  hood,  that  it  was  the 
Constable  de  Lacy,  who,  as  the  first  act  of  his  authority, 
was  tlion  and  llicre  to  deliver  to  the  Flemings  a  royml 
charter  of  their  imuiuniiies. 

"  He  is  in  baste  to  csLcrcise  his  authority,-  metluolu,'* 
■aid  the  minstrel. 

"  He  ibat  has  just  gotten  a  sword  is  impatient  to  draw 
il,"  replied  the  monk,  who  added  more  which  the  min- 
strel understood  imperfectly  ;  for  Fatlier  Aldroraad  had 
not  recovered  tiie  injury  which  lie  had  received  during 
the  siege. 

Vidal,  however,  understood  him  to  say,  that  he  wis 
to  meet  the  Constable  there,  to  beg  his  favourable  inters 


"  I  also  will  meet  him,"  said  Renault  Vidal,  rising 
suddenly  from  the  stone  which  he  occupied. 

"  Follow  me,  then,"  mimibled  the  priest ;  "  die  FIciih 
ings  know  mc,  and  Hill  let  me  forward." 

But  Father  Aldrovand  being  in  disgrace,  his  influence 
was  not  so  potent  as  lie  had  flatlcrcd  liimself,  and  both 
he  and  the  niinsirel  were  jostled  to  and  fro  in  the  crowd, 
and  separated  from  each  other. 

Vidal,  hokvever,  was  recognized  by  the  English  peas- 
ants who  had  before  spoke  to  him.  "  Canst  thou  do  any 
jugglers'  feats,  minstrel  ?"  said  one.  "  Thou  miy'it 
earn  a  fair  largess,  for  our  Norman  masters  love  jtnf 

«■''"■'•" 

'*  1  know  but  one,"  said  Vidal,  "  and  I  will  show  it, 
if  you  will  yield  me  some  room." 

They  crowded  a  Utile  off  from  him,  and  gave  hua 
time  to  throw  aside  his  bonnet,  bare  his  legs  and  knees, 
by  stripping  off  tlie  leathern  buskins  whicli  swatlied  them 
and  retaining  only  bis  sandals.  He  then  tied  a  party-cd- 
oured  handkercbiel  aro«Q4\i»4'»iM\'n.'j  mA  t 
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hair,  uid  ctsting  off  hit  u]>per  doublet,  showed  hit 
brawnj  uid  nervous  arms,  Daked  to  the  shoulder. 

But  while  he  amused  those  immediately  about  him 
with  these  preparatioos,  a  commotion  and  rush  among 
the  crowd,  together  with  the  close  sound  of  trumpets, 
answered  bj  all  the  FIrmish  instruments  of  music,  as 
well  as  the  shouts  in  Norman  and  English,  of  "  Long 
lire  the  gallant  Constable  ! — Our  Lady  for  llie  bold  De 
I^acy  !"  announced  that  llie  Constable  was  close  at  hand. 

Vidal  made  incredible  exertions  to  approach  the  leader 
of  the  procession,  whose  morion,  diiitingujslicd  by  its  lofty 
plumes,  and  right  hand  holding  bis  truncheon  or  leading- 
staff,  was  all  he  could  see,  on  account  of  the  crowd  of 
officers  and  armed  men  around  him.  At  length  his 
exertions  prevailed,  and  he  came  within  three  yards  of 
the  Constable,  who  was  then  in  a  small  circle  which  had 
been  with  difficulty  kept  clear  for  the  purpose  of  the  cere- 
monial of  the  day.  ills  back  was  towards  the  minstrel, 
and  be  was.  in  the  act  of  bending  from  his  hoise  to  de- 
liver the  royal  charter  to  Wilkin  Flammock,  who  had  knelt 
on  one  knee  to  receive  it  the  more  reverentially,  ilis 
discharge  of  this  duty  occasioned  tiie  Constable  to  stoop 
Sb  low  that  his  plume  seemed  in  tlie  act  of  mixing  with 
tbe  flowing  mane  of  his  noble  charger.  At  this  moment, 
Vidal  threw  himself,  with  singular  agility,  over  the  heads 
of  iho  Flemings  who  guarded  tlie  circle ;  and,  ere  an 
eye  could  twinkle,  bis  right  knee  was  on  the  croup  of 
the  Constable's  horse — tlic  grasp  of  his  left  hand  on  the 
collar  of  De  Lacy's  buff-coat ;  .then,  clinging  to  his  prey 
like  a  tiger  after  its  leap,  he  drew,  in  the  same  instant  ^ 
time,  a  short,  sliarp  dagger — and  buried  it  in  the  back  of 
the  neck,  just  where  the  spine,  which  was  severed  by 
the  stroke,  serves  to  convey  to  the  trunk  of  the  human 
body  the  mysterious  influences  of  tbe  brain.  The  blow 
was  struck  with  the  utmost  accuracy  of  aim  and  strength 
of  arm.  The  unhappy  horseman  dropped  from  his  sad- 
dle, without  groan  or  struggle,  like  a  bull  in  the  am^luT- 
theatre  under  the  steel  of  ibe  taundor  ;  «in&\n'^%  %uka 
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ssdkllc  sat  Ills  inurdcrrr,  brandishing  the  bloody  poiuinl« 
and  urging  ihe  Ijofsg  io  sjieed. 

There  was  indeed  s  possibility  of  bis  having  achieved 
his  escape,  so  much  were  those  around  paralyzed  for  the 
moment  by  the  suddenness  and  eud.icity  of  the  enter- 
prize  i  but  Fbmniock's  presence  of  mind  did  not  forsake 
l.im — he  seized  tlie  horse  by  tlie  bridle,  and,  aided  by 
those  who  wanted  but  an  example,  made  the  rider  pris- 
oner, bonnd  his  arms,  and  called  aloud  that  he  must  be 
carried  before  King  Henry.  This  proposal,  uttered  ia 
Flammock's  strong  ajid  deciiled  lone  of  voice,  silenced 
a  thousand  wild  cries  of  murder  and  treason,  which  had 
arisen  while  the  dilTercni  and  hostile  natives,  of  which 
the  crowd  was  composed,  threw  upon  each  otlier  recif^ 
rocally  the  charge  of  treachery. 

All  the  streams,  however,  now  assembled  in  one  chan- 
nel, and  poured  with  unanimous  assent  towards  the  Garde 
Dolourcuse,  excepting  a  few  of  the  murdered  nobleman's 
train,  who  remiiincd  to  transport  thc'tr  master's  Imdy,  in 
decent  solemnity  of  monming,  from  the  spot  which  he 
had  sought  with  sn  much  pomp  and  triumph. 

When  Flammock  readied  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  he 
was  readily  admitted  with  his  prisoner,  and  with  such 
witnesses  as  he  hnd  selected  to  prove  the  execution  of 
the  crime.  To  bis  retpiest  of  an  audience,  he  was  an- 
swered, that  Ihe  King  had  commanded  that  none  should 
be  admitted  to  iiiin  for  some  time ;  yet  so  singttlnr  were 
the  tidings  of  the  Consliible's  slaughter,  ihut  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  guard  ventured  to  interrupt  Henry's  privacy, 
in  order  to  coiiiiimnicatc  tbat  event ;  and  returned  mth 
orders  that  Fliiminock  and  his  prisoner  should  be  instant- 
ly admitted  to  the  royal  nparlniciit.  Here  they  found 
Henry,  atteuded  by  several  persons,  who  stood  respect- 
fully behind  the  royal  seat,  in  a  darkened  part  of  the 
room. 

When  Flaiiimock  entered,  his  larjrc  hulk  and  masara 
}imbs  were  .sIrani;oly  eontrusled  niili  cheeks  pale  with 
horror  at  what  he  UaA  j«si  v;\\T\c%%^;i,Mii  ^Viivw*  at 
Snding  IiiniTelf  in  tlit  rova\  vttscwcc  c'      '  "   ■" 
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linn  stood  Ins  prisoner,  undaunted  by  the  situation  in 
"which  he  was  placed.  The  blood  of  his  victim,  which 
Iiad  spirted  from  the  wonnd,  was  visible  on  his  bare 
limbs  and  his  scanty  garments ;  but  particularly  upon 
his  brow,  and  the  handkerchief  with  which  it  was  bound. 

Henry  gazed  on  him  with  a  stern  look,  which  the 
other  not  only  endured  without  dismay,  but  seemed  to 
return  with  a  frown  of  defiance. 

^  Docs  no  one  kno,w  this  caitiff.'^''  said  Henry,  looking 
aroand  liim. 

Tlicre  was  no  immediate  answer,  until  Philip  Guar- 
iiie,  stepping  from  the  group  which  stood  behind  the  royal 
chair,  said,  though  with  hesitation,  *'  So  please  you,  my 
liege,  but  for  tlic  strange  guise  in  whicli  he  is  now  array- 
ed, I  s)K>uld  say  there  was  a  household  minstrel  of  my 
master,  by  name  Renault  Vidal." 

**  Thou  art  deceived,  Norman,"  replied  the  minstrel ; 
**  my  menial  place  and  base  hnenge  were  but  assumed 
—I  am  Cadwalion  tlie  Briton — 'iJadwallon  of  the  Nine 
Lays — Cadwalion,  the  chief  bard  of  Gwenwyn  of  Powis- 
land — and  his  avenger  !" 

As  he  uttered  the  last  word,  his  looks  encountered 
those  of  a  palmer,  who  had  gradually  advanced  from 
the  recess  in  which  the  attendants  were  stationed,  and 
now  confronted  him. 

The  Welchman's  eyes  looked  so  eagerly  ghastly  as 
if  flying  from  their  sockets,  while  he  exclaimed,  in  a 
tone  of  surprise,  mingled  with  horror,  ''  Do  tlie  dead 
come  before  monarchs  f — Or,  if  thou  art  alive,  tthom 
have  I  slain  ? — I  dreamed  not,  surely,  of  that  bound,  and 
of  tlial  home  blow  ? — ^yet  my  victim  stands  before  me  ! 
Have  I  not  slain  die  Constable  of  Chester  ?" 

"  Thou  hast  indeed  slain  the  Constable,"  answered  tlie 
King ;  "  but  know,  Welchman,  it  was  Randal  de  Lacy, 
on  whom  that  diarge  was  this  morning  conferred,  by  our 
belief  of  our  loyal  and  fahhful  Hugh  dc  Lacy's  having 
been  lost  upon  his  return  from  the  Uo\y  LaVxtv^l^  ^%  ^^ 
reggel  ia  which  he  bad  taken  passage  ViSls  Te\voT\.^^  \.o 
imwe  auSbred  shipwreck.    Thou  hast  cut  AiotX.  l^asA'^^^' 
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ferief  cici-aiion  l>ul  by  a  few  boiirs;  for  to-morrow's  no 
would  have  again  &een  liim  without  land  or  lordship." 

The  iirisoncr  dropped  his  liead  on  his  bosom  in  (tvi- 
dent  despnir.  "  I  lliought,"  lie  murmiired,  "  that  he 
had  changed  hia  slough,  and  come  forth  so  glorious  all 
too  soon.  May  the  eyes  drop  out  that  were  cheated 
with  tliose  baubles,  a  plumed  cap  and  a  lacquered  baton !" 

"I  will  take  cnre,  Welcliman,  thine  eyes  cheat  thee 
not  again,"  said  llie  Kins,  sternly ;  "  before  the  night 
is  an  hour  older,  thoy  sbnl!  be  closed  on  all  that  is  eartlily." 

"  May  I  request  of  yorir  nobleness,"  said  lliP  Con- 
s'able,  "  that  you  will  permit  me  to  a^k  tlie  unhappy  man 
a  few  questions  ?" 

"  Wiien  I  have  demanded  of  him  myself,"  said  the 
King,  "  wliy  he  has  dipt  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  no- 
ble Norman." 

"  Because  he  at  whom  I  aimed  my  blow,'*  said  the 
Briton,  his  eye  ghmcing  fiercely  from  the  King  to  De 
Lacy,  and  hack,  "  had  spilled  die  blood  of  ilic  descend- 
ant of  a  tliousaiul  Kings  ;  to  which  lits  own  gore,  or  tliine, 
proud  Count  of  Aiijou,  is  but  as  tlie  puddle  of  tlie  high- 
way to  the  silver  fountain." 

Ilcnry's  eye  mennced  the  audacious  speaker  ;  but  the 
King  reined  in  his  wrath  when  he  beheld  the  imploring 
look  of  his  scrvfim. — "^Vhai  would'st  thou  ask  of  klm  ?** 
be  said  ;  "  be  brief,  for  his  time  is  short." 

"  So  please  you,  my  liege,  I  would  but  demand  where- 
fore he  hiis  for  years  forborne  to  take  the  life  he  aimed 
at,  when  it  was  in  his  power — nay,  when  it  must  have 
been  lost  but  fur  his  seemingly  faithful  sen'ice  ?" 

"  Norman,"  said  Cadwallon,  "  I  will  answer  thee. 
Wien  I  fust  look  upon  me  thy  service,  it  was  well  my 
purpose  to  have  slain  thee  that  nicht.  Tlierc  stands 
the  man,"  pointing  to  Philrp  Guarinc,  "  to  whose  vip- 
lance  thou  owetl'sl  tliy  safely." 

"Indeed,"  said  De  Lacy,  "I  do  remember  some 
iBdicalions  of  such  a  purpose  *,  but.  why  didst  tfaou  for^o 
it,  when  following  opportumues  i^mV'w.yr'Skj  \«w«tX" 
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"When  (he  slayer  of  my  Sovereign  became  God'i 
soldier,"  onsvveied  Cadwalion,  "  and  served  liia  cause  ia 
Palestiae,  he  was  safe  fram  my  eanlily  vengeance." 

"  A  vronderful  forbearance  on  die  part  of  a  Welch  a» 
sassin  !"  aaid  the  King,  scornfully. 

"Ay,"  answered  Cadwallon  ;"  "and  which  certain 
CItrisiian  princes  have  scarce  attained  to,  who  have  never 
neglected  the  chance  of  pillage  or  conqnesC  afiorded  by 
the  absence  of  a  rival  in  the  Doly  Crusade." 

"Now,  hy  the  Holy  Rood-r-"  said  Henry,  on  ihe 
point  of  bursting'  out,  for  the  insult  affected  him  pecu- 
liarly; but,  suddenly  stopping,  he  said,  with  an  air  of 
contempt,  "  To  the  gnllows  willi  the  knave !" 

"  But  one  oilier  question,"  said  De  Lacy, "  Renault,  or 
by  wliatcvcr  name  tliou  art  calle<l.  Ever  since  my  return 
thou  hast  rendered  me  service  inconsistent  with  thy  stem 
resohiiion  upon  my  life — thou  didst  aid  mc  in  my  ship- 
wreck— and  didst  guide  me  safely  through  Wales,  where 
my  name  would  have  insured  my  death  ;  and  all  tlus  after 
the  rrusaric  was  accomplished  ?" 

"I  could  explain  thy  doubt,"  said  the  bard,  "hut  that  it 
might  he  thought  I  was  pleading  for  iiiy  life." 

"  Hesitate  not  for  lliat,"  said  die  Kjug;  "for  were  our 
Holy  Father  to  intercede  for  thee,  his  prayer  werfe  in  vain." 

"  Well,  then,"  said  tlie  bard,  "  know  the  truth-^ 
was  too  proud  to  permit  either  wave  or  Welchinan  to 
sliare  in  my  revenge.  Know  also,  what  is  perhaps 
Cadwallon's  weakness — use  and  habit  had  divided  my 
feelings  towards  De  Lacy,  between  aversion  and  ad- 
miration. 1  still  contemplated  my  revenge,  but  as  some- 
thing which  1  might  never  enmplete,  and  which  seemed 
rather  an  image  iu  the  clouds,  llicn  an  object  to  which 
i  must  one  day  draw  near.  And  when  I  beheld  tliee," 
be  said,  turning  to  De  Lacy, "  this  very  day  so  detennin- 
ed,  so  sternly  resolved,  to  bear  thy  impending  fate  like 
B  man — diat  you  seemed  to  nie  to  resemble  the  last  tower 
of  a  ruined  palace,  still  Ijoldini^  its  head  to  heaven,  when 
its  walls  of  splendour,  and  iis  bowers  of  delight,  lay  in 
round — may  I  [icrish,  1  said  \o  vn^w^  ">»  ift- 
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cret,  era  I  perfect  itsniiii !  Yes,  De  Lacy,  then,  even  then 
—but  some  hours  since — liadst  tliou  accepted  my  profile 
ed  liund,  I  had  served  thee  as  never  follower  served  mas- 
ter. You  rejected  it  with  scorn — and  yet  notwithstandin| 
that  insult,  it  required  that  I  should  liave  seen  you,  asl 
thought,  tranijiling  over  the  field  in  which  you  slew  my 
master,  in  the  full  pride  of  Norman  insolence,  to  animate 
my  resolution  to  strike  the  blow,  which,  meant  for  you, 
has  slain  at  least  one  of  your  usurping  race. — I  will  answer 
no  more  questions — lead  on  to  axe  or  gallows — ^it  is  indif- 
ferent to  Cadwallon — my  soul  will  sooil  be  with  my  free 
and  noble  ancestry,  and  with  my  beloved  and  royal  patron! 

'<  My  liege  and  prince,^'  said  De  Lacy,  bending  lib 
knee  to  Henry, '^  can  you  hear  this,  and  refuse  your 
ancient  servant  one  request  ? — Spare  this  man ! — Extin- 
gubh  not  such  a  light,  because  it  is  devious  and  wild." 

^'  Rise,  rise,  De  Lacy,  and  shame  thee  of  thy  pe- 
tition !"  said  the  King.  **  Thy  kinsman^s  blood — the 
blood  of  a  noble  Nonuan,  is  on  the  Welchman's  hands 
and  brow.  As  I  am  crowned  King,  he  shall  die  ere  it 
is  wiped  off. — Here  !  have  him  to  present  execution  !" 

Cadwallon  was  instantly  withdrawn  under  a  guard.  The 
Constable  seemed,  by  action  rather  than  words,  to  con- 
tinue his  intercession. 

^^  Thou  art  mad,  De  I^cy — thou  art  mad,  mine  old  and 
true  friend,  to  urge  me  thus,"  said  the  King,  compelling 
De  Lacy  to  rise.  ^^  Scest  thou  not  that  my  care  in  tbb 
matter  is  for  thee  ? — This  Randal,  by  largesses  and  prom- 
ises, hath  made  many  friends,  who  will  not,  perhaps,  easily 
again  be  brought  to  your  allegiance,  returning  as  tbou  dost, 
diminished  in  power  and  wealth.  Had  he  lived,  we  might 
have  had  hard  work  to  deprive  him  entirely  of  the  power 
which  he  liad  acquired.  We  thank  the  Welch  assassin 
who  hath  rid  us  of  liim  ;  but  his  adherents  would  cr}'  Ibul 
play  were  the  murderer  spared.  \Vhen  blood  is  paid  for 
blood,  all  wiil  be  forgotten,  and  their  loyalty  will  once 
iijore  flow  in  its  proper  channel  toihee,  their  lawful  lord/* 
Hugo  do  Ijacy  arose  from  \\\a  Vi\ecs,  ^w\  ^v^^^vramd 
''especl  fully  to  combal  lUe  poWuc  ieaaow^<A\\v^N(;^^««- 
ereion,  which  he  plainly  sawwete  te^tv^^\»\«»V*\M 
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nke  tlwn  ir'ah  the  pnident  purpose  of  efiectmg  tlw 
change  of  feudal  auihorit/,  n!th  the  least  possible  trou- 
ble to  the  country  or  Sovereign. 

Henrjr  listened  to  De  Lacy's  arguments  patiently,  and 
combsled  them  with  temper,ui)til  the  deatb-dnim  began  to 
beat,  and  the  castle  beU  to  toll.  He  then  led  De  Lacy 
to  the  window  ;  on  which,  for  it  was  now  dark,  a  strong 
ruddy  hght  began  to  gleam  from  without.  A  body  of 
men-at-arms,  each  holding  in  liis  hand  a  blazing  torch, 
were  returninc^  along  the  terrace  from  ilie  execution  of 
the  wild  but  high-goul'd  Briton,  with  cries  of  "  Long  liva 
King  Henry  !  and  so  perish  all  enemies  ^  the  gentk 
Nonnan  men !" 


CONCLUSION. 

O,  GeraldiiM  !  nan  um*  of  iUdb 
Ha*c  bem  Ibt  love);  laily'i  priun. 

COLIRIDOB. 

Popular  fameliad  erred  in  aiisigning  to  Eveline  Be- 
renger,  after  the  capture  of  her  casde,  any  confinement 
more  severe  than  that  of  her  aunt  the  Lady  Abbess  of 
the  Cistertians'  convent  afforded.  Yet  that  was  severe 
enough ;  for  maiden  aunts,  whether  abbesses  or  no,  are 
not  tolerant  of  the  species  of  errors  of  which  Eveline 
was  accused  ;  and  the  innocent  damoecl  was  brought  in 
imay  ways  to  eat  her  bread  in  shame  of  countenance  anil 
bitterness  of  heart.  Every  day  of  her  confinement  was 
rendered  less  and  less  endurable  by  taunis,  in  the  various 
forma  of  sympathy,  consolation,  and  exhortation  ;  but 
vhicb,  stript  of  their  assumed  forms,  were  undisguised 
anger  and  insult.  Tlis  company  of  Rose  <«%%  %VL%\»dc^ 
Erdiae  bad  to  suatiin  iier  under  these  wfVvc\ioxy%,  «.vA^&mX 
mil  h^tb  withdrawn  on  the  verv  moittvotNJXwstt* 
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many  important  events  took  place  at  the  Garde  Dol- 
Oiireuse. 

Tlie  unfortiinaie  young  lady  inquired  in  rain  of  a  grim- 
faced  nun,  who  appeared  in  Rose's  place,  to  assist  ber 
to  dress,  wliy  Iter  companion  and  friend  n^as  debarred 
attendance.  Tlie  nun  obseiTcd  on  that  score  an  obsli- 
nate  silence,  but  throw  out  many  hints  on  the  ImportaDTfl 
attached  to  the  vain  ornaments  of  a  frail  child  of  clay,  ind 
on  the  hardship  ilmt  even  a  spouse  of  heaven  was  coat- 
pelied  to  divert  lier  ihougbis  from  her  higher  duties,  ud 
condescend  to  fasten  clasps  and  adjust  veils. 

The  Lady  Abbess,  hoivever,  told  her  niece  after  mitiDii 
that  ber  attendant  had  not  been  withdrawn  from  her  iot 
a  space  only,  but  was  likely  to  be  shut  up  in  a  house  of  tbe 
severest  profession,  for  having  afTordcd  her  mistress  iH 
sisiaiicc  in  receiving  Damian  de  Lacy  into  her  sleepini 
apartment  at  the  castleofliildringhani. 

A  soldier  of  De  Lacy's  band, -who  had  hitherto  kept  ■ 
what  he  had  observed  a  secret,  being  off  his  post  ttiit 
nigiit,  iiad  now  hi  Danuan's  disgrace  found  he  might 
benefit  himself  by  lelHiig  the  slory.  This  new  blow,  so 
unexpected,  so  afflictive — this  new  charge,  which  h  wu 
so  diHicuIt  to  explain,  and  so  impossible  utterly  to  deny, 
seemed  to  Eveline  to  seal  Damian 's  faie  and  her  o»n ; 
while  the  thought  that  she  had  involved  in  ruin  her  sio- 
glc-heartcd  and  high-soul'd  attendant,  was  all  that  had 
been  wanting  to  produce  a  state  which  approached  lotbn 
apathy  of  despair.  "  Tlituk  of  inc  what  you  will,"  sbo 
said  to  her  aunt,  "  I  will  no  longer  defend  myself — uy 
what  you  will,  I  will  no  longer  reply — carry  me  where 
you  will,  I  will  no  longer  resist — God  will,  in  his  good 
time,  clear  my  fiimc — may  he  forgive  my  persecutors!" 

After  this,  and  during  several  hours  of  that  uohappj 
day,  the  Lady  Eveline,  pale,  cpld,  silent,  glided  Irom 
chapel  to  refeclory,  from  refectory  to  chapel  Bgain,  at  the 
slightest  berk  of  tiic  Abbess  or  her  official  sisters,  and 
seemed  to  regard  the  vaiious  privations,  penances,  adintH 
nitions,  and  rcproaeVics,  o^  v,\\k\\  ^xe^'vnvW  course  of 
that  day,  was  suhjectei  \.q  an  e'xxwwfinwn  'Anm^'m 
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more  than  a  marble  statue  minds  the  inclemency  of  the 
external  air,  or  the  rain-drops  which  fall  upon  it,  though 
they  must  in  time  waste  and  consume  it. 

The  Abbess,  who  loved  her  niece,  although  her  affec- 
tion showed  itself  often  in  a  vexatious  manner,  became 
at  length  alarmed — countermanded  her  orders  for  re- 
moving Eveline  to  an  inferior  cell — attended  herself  to 
see  her  laid  m  bed,  (in  which,  as  in  every  tiling  else, 
the  young  lady  seemed  entirely  passive,)  and,  with  some* 
thing  like  reviving  tenderness,  kissed  and  blessed  her  on 
leaving  the  apartment.  Sliglit  as  the  mark  of  kindness 
was,  it  was  unexpected,  and,  like  the  rod  of  Moses,  open- 
ed die  hidden  fountains  of  waters.  Eveline  wept,  a  re- 
source which  had  been  that  day  denied  to  her — she 
prayed — and,  finally,  sobbed  herself  to  sleep,  like  an  in- 
fant, with  a  mind  somewhat  tranquillized  by  having  given 
way  to  this  tide  of  natural  emotion. 

She  awoke  more  than  once  in  the  night  to  recall  ming- 
led and  gloomy  dreams  of  cells  and  of  castles,  of  fune- 
rals and  of  bridals,  of  coronets  and  of  racks  and  gibbets ; 
but  towards  morning  she  fell  into  sleep  more  sound  than 
ibe  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  her  visions  partook  of  its 
soothing  character.     The  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse 
•eemed  to  smile  on  her  amid  her  dreams,  and  to  promise 
her  votaress  protection.   The  shade  of  her  fatherwas  there 
also  ;  and  with  the  boldness  of  a  dreamer,  she  saw  the  pa- 
ternal resemblance  whh  awe,  but  without  fear  ;  his  lips 
moved,  and  she  heard  words — their  import  she  did  not 
fully  comprehend,  save  that  they  spoke  of  hope,  consola- 
tion, and  approaching  happiness.     There  also  glided  in, 
with  bright  blue  eyes  fixed  upon  hers,  dressed  in  a  tunic 
of  saSron-coloured  silk,  with  a  mantle  of  cerulean  blue 
of  antique  fashion,  the  form  of  a  female,  resplendent  in 
that  delicate  species  of  beauty  which  attends  the  fairest 
complexion.     It  was,  she  thought,  the  Britoness  Vanda ; 
but  her  countenance  was  no  longer  resentful — ^her  long 
jeDow  hair  flew  not  loose  on  her  shoulders,  Wl  v)^%  \tk^%- 
tenousfy  braided  with  oak  and  misletoe ',   9\io\e  ^^\f«t 
iigbt-hand  was  gracefully  dis|K>sed  of  undei  Vi^i  xowsfift 
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and  it  xns  an  un mutilated,  unspotted,  ind  betntifi^f 
formed  hand  tvhich  crossed  the  brow  of  Eveline.  Yd, 
under  tiie»c  assurances  of  favour,  a  thrill  of  fear  paiaed 
ovej'  lier  as  the  vision  seemed  to  repeat,  or  cbant, 

"  Widomd  wife  and  weddad  atid, 
BvUvdi'd,  twunyer,  aod  bcinji'd. 
All  ii  doas  dui  bu  been  ud : 
Vbw1>^  "rniBg  kai  bees  j-wrako— 
Take  her  panloa  by  ihi>  u^rm." 

She  bent  down,  as  if  to  kiss  Eveline,  who  started  at  tht 
instant,  and  tlien  awoke.  Her  hand  was  indeed  gentif 
pressed,  by  one  as  pure  and  white  as  lier  own.  The  bint 
eyes  and  hit  hair  of  a  lovelf  female  face,  willi  IibIT-tnI- 
ed  bosom  and  dishevelled  locks,  flitted  through  her  vbioa 
and  indeed  its  Hps  approached  to  those  of  the  lovelf 
sleeper  at  the  moment  of  her  awakening  ;  but  it  was  Rort 
in  whose  arms  her  mistress  found  herself  pressed,  and 
wlio  moistened  her  face  with  tears,  as  in  a  passion  of  tf- 
fection  she  coreied  it  witli  kisses. 

"  What  means  this,  Rose  ?"  said  Evelina ;  "  thank 
God,  j-ou  are  restored  to  mc  1 — Gut  what  mean  ihesa 
bursts  of  weeping  ?" 

*'  Let  me  weep — let  me  weep,"  said  Rose ;  "  it  is  long 
since  I  have  ivcpt  lor  joy,  and  long,  1  trust,  it  will  be  ere 
1  again  weep  for  sorrow.  Xewsarecomeoniliespur  from 

-  the  Garde  Dolourcuse — AmeJot  has  brought  tbcm — be 
is  at  liberty — so  is  his  master,  and  in  higli  favour  with 
Henry.  Hear  yet  more,  but  let  me  not  tell  it  too  hastily 
— Yoti  grow  pale." 

"  No,  no,"  said  Eveline  ;  "  go  on — go  on — I  think  I 
understand  you — I  think  I  do," 

"  The  villain  Randal  de  Lacy,  tlie  master-mover  of 
all  our  sorrows,  will  plague  you  no  more  ;  he  was  slain 
by  in  honest  Welchman,  and  grieved  am  I  that  tbey 
have  hanged  the  poor  man  for  his  good  service.  Above  ill, 
tbe  stoul  old  Constable  is  hiinself  returned  from  Palestine, 
MS  tvortby,  and  somewUaX  w'lact,  v\\axi  \w«^&-,  4at5aiia 

tbpught  ho  will  renounce  h«  convniev  mvV  'jtA»>A&^^; 
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**  SQIj  giri,**  said  Evefine,  crimsoning  as  high  as  she 
had  been  before  pale,  ''jest  not  amidst  such  a  tale.  But 
can  this  be  reality  ? — Is  Randal  indeed  slain  ? — and  the 
Constable  returned  f" 

These  were  hasty  and  hurried  questions,  answered  as 
hastily  and  confusedly,  and  broken  with  ejaculations  of 
surprise  and  thanks  to  Heaven,  and  to  Our  Lady,  until 
the  ecstasy  of  delight  sobered  down  into  a  sort  of  tran- 
quil wonder. 

Meanwhile  Damian  Lacy  also  had  his  explanations  to 
receive,  and  the  mode  in  which  they  were  conveyed  had 
aomethine  remarkable.     Damian  had  for  some  time  been 
the  inhabitant  of  what  our  age  would  have  termed  a  dun- 
geon, but  which,  in  die  ancient  days,  tliey  called  a  prison. 
We  are  perhaps  censurable  in  making  tlie  dwelling  and 
Ae  food  of  acknowledged  and  convicted  guilt  more  com- 
brtible  and  palatable  than  what  the  parUes  could  have 
pined  by  any  exertions  when  at  large,  and  supporting 
diemselves  by  honest  labour  ;  but  this  is  a  venial  error 
compared  to  that  of  our  ancestors,  who,  considering  a 
citttge  and  a  conviction  as  synonymous,  treated  the  ac- 
c^tted  before  sentence  in  a  manner  which  would  have 
^0^  of  itself  a  severe  punishment  after  he  was  found 
S^dty.    Damian,  therefore,  notwitlistanding  his  high  birth 
^  distinguished  rank,  was  confined  after  the  manner 
^  the  most  atrocious  criminal,  was  heavily  fettered,  fed 
^  the  coarsest  food,  and  experienced  only  this  allevia- 
r^j  that  he  was  permitted  to  indulge  his  misery  in  a  sol- 
^^^ty  and  separate  cell,  the  wretched  furniture  of  which 
^^  a  mean  bedstead,  and  a  broken  table  and  chair.     A 
5^QSn-— and  his  own  arms  and  initials  were  painted  upon 
.  ^^'^^stood  in  one  comer,  to  remind  him  of  his  approach- 
"^^  fate  ;  and  a  crucifix  was  placed  in  another,  to  inti- 
''^^te  to  him  that  there  was  a  world  beyond  that,  which 
.^^st  soon  close  upon  him.     No  noise  could  penetrate 
^V)  the  iron  silence  of  his  prison — ^no  rumour,  either 
*^5^ching  his  own  fate  or  that  of  his  friends.     Ch«x^eA\ 
^ilh  bein^  takea  in  open  arms  against  iVic  ¥atv^,\x^  ni^* 
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subject  to  military  law,  and  to  be  put  to  deidi  tnt 
witliout  tlie  fonnalitjr  of  a  bearing  ;  and  be  foresaw  no 
milder  conclusion  la  his  tm  prison  in  ent- 

Tliis  hielanciioly  dwelling  had  been  ilie  abode  of  Da- 
mian  for  nearly  a  month,  when,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
Iris  beald),  which  bad  sufTered  much  from  bis  wounds, 
began  gradually  to  improre,  eidier  benefited  by  the  ab- 
stemious  dit- 1  to  which  he  was  reduced,  or  that  certainly, 
however  melancholy,  is  an  evil  better  endured  by  many 
constitutions  tlian  the  Teverish  contrast  betwixt  passoa 
and  duty.  Uut  the  term  of  bis  imprisonment  seemed 
drawing  s|)eedily  to  a  close  ;  his  jailer,  a  sullen  Saxon 
of  the  lowest  order,  in  more  words  tlian  be  had  yet  used 
to  hiin,  warned  him  to  look  to  a  speedy  change  of  dwelt 
irig ;  and  tlie  tone  in  which  he  spoke  convinced  the  prif 
oner  there  was  no  time  to  be  lust.  He  deinanded  t 
confessor,  and  the  jailer,  tlioiigb  be  wUhdrew  wiiiioirt 
reply,  seemed  to  intimate  by  hia  manner  that  the  boon 
would  be  granted. 

Next  morning,  at  an  unusually  early  hour,  tlie  cbtins 
and  bolts  of  the  cell  were  heard  to  clash  and  groan, 
and  Damian  was  startled  from  a  broken  sleep,  which  be 
had  not  enjoyed  for  above  two  hours.  His  eyes  vera 
bent  on  the  slowly  opening  door,  as  if  be  bad  expected 
the  headsman  and  his  assistants;  but  the  jailor  usbei^ 
ed  in  a  stout  man  in  a  pilgrim's  habit. 

"  Is  it  a  priest  whom  you  bring  me,  warden  ?"  said 
tlie  unhappy  prisoner. 

"  He  can  best  answer  the  (gucstion  himself,"  said  the 
surly  official,  and  presently  withdrew. 

The  pilgrim  remained  standing  on  the  floor,  with  bit 
bock  to  the  sni^ill  window,  or  rather  kmpliole,  by  wliicb 
the  cell  was  imperfectly  lighted,  and  gazed  intently  upon 
Damian,  who  was  seated  on  the  side  of  his  bed  ;  his  pale 
cheek  and  dii^hevelled  hair  bearing  a  melancholy  cor- 
respondence to  his  heavy  irons.  He  rctunied  the  pit- 
trim's  gaze,  but  the  imperfect  light  only  sliowed  him 
that  bis  visiter  was  a  sltwi  o\4  vftM\,  "*.\wi  ■«««  die  scal- 
lopslicU  on  his  bonnet,  ax  »  VoVen  vVavVia Vii  VW«^^b» 


sea,  tnd  carried  a  palm  branch  in  bis  band,  to  show  hd 
had  visited  the  Holy  Land. 

'*  Benedicite,  reverend  father,"  said  the  unhappy 
yornig  man ;  "  are  you  a  priest,  come  to  unburden  my 
conscience  ?" 

*•  I  am  not  a  priest,"  replied  the  Palmer,  "  but  one  who 
brings  you  news  of  discomfort." 

"  You  bring  them  to  one  to  whom  comfort  has  been 
long  a  stranger,  and  to  a  place  which  perchance  never 
knew  it,"  replied  Damian. 

'*  I  may  be  the  bolder  in  my  communication,"  said  the 
Palmer  :  **  those  in  sorrow  will  better  hear  ill  news  than 
those  whom  they  surprise  in  tlie  possession  of  content 
and  happiness." 

"  Yet  even  the  situation  of  tlie  wretched,"  said 
Damian,  "  can  be  rendered  more  wretched  by  suspense. 
I  pray  you,  reverend  sir,  to  speak  tlie  worst  at  once — ^If 
you  came  to  announce  the  doom  of  this  poor  frame,  may 
God  be  gracious  to  the  spirit  which  must  be  violently  dis- 
missed from  it !" 

"  I  have  no  such  charge" — said  the  Pahner. — "  I  coma 
from  the  Holy  Land,  and  have  the  more  grief  in  finding 
you  thus,  because  my  message  to  you  was  one  addressed 
to  a  free  man,  and  a  wealthy  one." 

*•  For  my  freedom,"  said  Damian,  "  let  these  fetters 
speak,  and  this  apartment  for  my  wealth. — But  speak 
out  thy  news — should  my  uncle,  for  I  fear  tliy  tale  re- 
gards him,  want  either  my  arm  or  my  fortune,  this  dun- 
geon and  my  degradation  have  further  pangs  than  I  had 
yet  supposed,  as  they  render  me  unable  to  aid  him." 

*'  Your  uncle,  young  man,"  said  the  Palmer,  "  is  pris- 
oner, I  should  rather  say  slave,  to  the  great  Soldan,  taken 
ID  a  battle  in  which  he  did  his  duty,  though  unable  to. 
avert  the  defeat  of  the  Christiaius,  with  which  it  was  con- 
cluded. He  was  made  prisoner  while  covering  the  re- 
treat, but  not  until  he  had  slain  with  his  own  hand,  for  bis 
misfortune  as  it  has  proved,  Hassan  Ali,  a  favourite  of  the 
Soldan.  The  cruel  pagan  has  caused  l\\e  \nov\\\^  V\\\^\V 
io  be  loaded  with  irons  heavier  than  Oi^ose  ^ow  \N^^\^^3aS 
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the  dungeon  to  which  he  b  confined  would  make  tbb  aeoii 
ajiKlace.  Tlie  infidel's  first  resolution  wu  to  put  the  va^ 
iant  Constable  to  the  most  dreadful  death  which  his  lor- 
mentors  could  devise.  But  fame  told  biro  that  Hugiule 
Lacy  was  a  man  of  great  |>ower  and  wealth ;  and  he  hasds- 
manded  a  ransom  of  ten  diousand  bezants  of  gold.  Your 
iinc]e  replied  that  the  payment  would  totally  impoverish 
hiin,  and  oblige  him  to  dispose'  of  his  whole  estates  i^ 
eren  then  he  pleaded  time  must  ho  allowed  him  to  con- 
vert tliem  into  money.  The  Soldan  replied,  that  it  un- 
polled little  to  him  whether  a  honnd  like  the  Coostahle 
were  fat  or  loan,  and  that  he  lliercfore  insisted  upoa  iba 
full  amount  of  the  ransom.  But  he  so  far  relaxed  as  to 
make  it  pnyabic  in  three  portions,  on  condition  that,  along 
will]  the  first  portion  of  the  price,  the  nearest  of  kin  and 
heir  of  De  Lnry  must  be  placed  in  his  hands  as  a  hostage 
for  what  remained  due.  On  these  conditions  be  cob- 
scnted  your  uncle  should  be  put  at  liberty  so  soon  as  you 
arrive  in  Palestine  with  the  gold." 

"Now  may  I  indeed  call  myself  unhappy,"  said  Da- 
mian,  "  tliut  I  cannot  show  my  love  and  duty  to  my  jto- 
ble  uncle,  who  liadi  ever  been  a  father  to  me  in  my  or- 
plian  slate." 

"  It  will  be  a  heavy  disappointment,  doubtless,  to  the 
ConsUble,"  said  the  Palmer,  "  because  he  was  eager  to 
return  to  this  happy  country,  to  fulfil  a  contract  of  mar- 
rif^e  which  he  had  farmed  wiili  a  hdy  of  great  beauty 
and  fortune." 

Damian  shrunk  together  in  such  sort  that  his  fetters 
clashed,  but  he  made  no  answer. 

"  Were  he  not  your  uncle,"  continued  the  pilgrim, 
**  and  well  known  as  a  wise  man,  I  sliould  think  he  is  not 
quite  prudent  in  this  matter.  Whatever  he  was  before 
he  left  England,  two  summers  spent  in  the  wars  of  Pal- 
estine, and  anotlier  amid  the  tortures  and  restraints  of  a 
heatlicn  prison,  have  made  him  a.  sorry  bridegroom." 

"  Peace,  Pilgrim,"  said  De  f  tacy,  with  a  coniniaodiDg 
tooe.     "  It  is  not  tliy  pari  Ui  ccitsutc  s\wl\i  %  nchlA  koi^ 
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as  my  uncle,  nor  is  it  meet  that  I  should  listen  16  your 
strictures." 

**  I  crave  your  pardon,  young  man,"  said  the  Palmer. 
"  I  ^poke  not  without  some  view  to  your  interest,  which, 
metliinks,  does  not  so  well  consort  with  thine  uncle  hav- 
ing an  heir  of  his  body." 

^'  Peace,  base  roan,"  said  Damian.  <*  By  heaven,  I 
think  worse  of  ray  cell  than  I  did  before,  since  its  doors 
opened  to  such  a  counsellor,  and  of  my  chains,  since  they 
restrain  me  from  chastising  him. — Depart,  I  pray  diee." 

"  Not  till  I  have  your  answer  for  your  uncle,"  answer- 
ed the  Palmer.  "  My  age  scorns  the  anger  of  thy 
youth,  as  the  rock  despises  the  foam  of  the  rivulet  dashed 
against  it." 

"  Then,  say  to  my  uncle,"  answered  Damian,  "  I  ara 
a  prisoner,  or  1  would  have  come  to  him — I  am  a  confis- 
cated beggar,  or  I  would  have  sent  him  my  all." 

*^  Such  virtuous  purposes  are  easily  and  boldly  announc- 
ed," said  tlie  Palmer,  "  when  he  who  speaks  them  knows 
that  he  cannot  be  called  upon  to  make  good  the  boast 
of  bis  tongue.  But  could  I  tell  thee  of  thy  restoration 
to  freedom  and  wealth,  I  trow  thou  would'st  consider* 
twice  ere  thy  act  confirmed  the  sacrifice  thou  hast  in  tliy 
present  state  promised  so  glibly." 

*'  Leave  me,  I  prithee,  old  man,"#said  Damian  ; 
**  thy  thought  cannot  comprehend  the  tenor  of  mine- 
go,  and  add  not  to  my  distress  insults  which  I  have 
not  the  means  to  avenge." 

**  But  what  if  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  place  tliee  in  the 
situation  of  a  free  and  wealthy  man,  would  it  please  thee 
then  to  be  reminded  of  thy  present  boast  ?  for  if  not, 
thou  may'st  rely  on  my  discretion  never  to  mention  the 
difference  of  sentiment  between  Damian  bound  and  Da- 
mian at  liberty." 

*'  How  meanest  thou  ?-— or  hast  thou  any  meaning,  save 
to  torment  me  ?"  said  the  youth. 

•*  Not  so,"  replied  the  old  Palmer,  plucking  (tota  Vwi 
bosom  9  parchment  scroll  to  w\itc\\  a  \\«qct^  «e^  ^^& 
attMcbed. — ''JEnon^   that  thy  cousin  RaaA^A  >a»Jisx  ^^^^^ 
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Strangely  slain,  and  his  treacheries  towards  the  ConstaUe 
and  thee  as  strangely  discovered.  The  IGng,  in  requital 
of  thy  sufTerings,  hath  sent  tliee  this  full  pardon,  and  en- 
dowed tliee  with  a  third  part  of  diose  ample  estates  which, 
by  his  death,  revert  to  the  crown." 

<'  And  hath  the  King  also  restored  my  freedom  and  my 
right  of  hlood  P"  exclaimed  Dainian. 

"  From  this  moment,  forthwith,  said  the  Palmer — 
**  look  upon  the  parchment — hehold  the  royal  hand  and 
seal." 

"  I  must  have  better  proof. — Here,"  he  exclaimed, 
loudly  clashing  his  irons  at  the  same  time,  *^  Here,  thou 
Dogget — warder,  son  of  a  Saxon  wolf-hound  !" 

The  Palmer,  striking  on  the  door,  seconded  the  pre- 
vious exertions  for  summoning  the  jailer,  who  entered  ac- 
cordingly. 

"  Warder,"  said  Damian  de  Lacy,  in  a  stem  tone, 
"  am  I  yet  thy  prisoner,  or  no  .^" 

The  sullen  jailer  consulted  the  Palmer  by  a  look,  and 
then  answered  to  Damian,  that  he  was  a  free  man. 

"  Then,  death  of  lliy  heart,  slave,"  said  Damian,  impa- 
tiently, *'  why  hang  these  fetters  on  tlie  free  limbs  of  a 
Norman  noble  ?  each  moment  they  confine  him  are  worth 
a  life-time  of  bondage  to  such  a  serf  as  thou." 

**  They  are  scyn  rid  of.  Sir  Dan^jan,"  said  the  man ; 
**  and  I  pray  you  to  take  some  patience,  when  you  re- 
member tliat  ten  minutes  since  you  had  little  right  to 
tliink  these  bracelets  would  have  been  removed  for  any 
other  purpose  than  your  progress  to  tlic  scaffold." 

"  Peace,  ban-dog,"  said  Damian,  "  and  be  speedy ! 
—And  thou,  who  hast  brought  me  these  good  tiding  1 
iorgive  diy  former  bearing — thou  thoughtest,  doubtless, 
that  it  was  prudent  to  extort  from  me  professions  during 
roy  bondage  which  might  in  honour  decide  my  conduct 
when  at  large.  Tlie  suspicion  inferred  in  it  somewhat 
offensive,  but  diy  motive  was  to  ensure  my  nucleus  Uberty." 

**And  it  is  really  your  purpose,"  said  the  Palmer, 
'^  to  employ  your  new\y-gwwcdL  tc^^i^wsv  Vsw  ^  vQ^afja  to 
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Syria,  and  to  exchange  your  English  prison  for  the  dun- 
geon of  the  Soldan  ?" 

"  If  thou  thyself  will  act  as  my  guide,*'  answered  the 
undauDted  youth,  "  you  shall  not  say  I  dally  by  the  way/' 

"  And  the  ransom,"  said  the  Palmer,  "  how  is  that 
to  be  provided  ?" 

**  How,  but  from  the  estates,  which,  nominally  restored 
to  me,  remain  in  truth  and  justice  my  uncle's,  and  must 
be  applied  to  his  use  in  die  first  instance  ?  If  I  mistake 
not  greatly,  there  is  not  a  Jew  or  Lombard  who  would  not 
advance  tlie  necessary  sums  on  such  security. — ^There- 
fore, dog,"  he  continued,  addressing  the  jailer,  "  hasten 
thy  unclenching  and  undoing  of  rivets,  and  be  not  dainty 
of  giving  me  a  little  pain,  so  thou  break  no  limb,  for  I 
cannot  aflbrd  to  be  stayed  on  my  journey." 

The  Palmer  looked  on  a  little  while,  as  if  surprised  at 
Damian's  determination,  then  exclaimed,  "  I  can  keep 
the  old  man's  secret  no  longer — such  high-souled  gen- 
erosity must  not  be  sacrificed. — Hark  thee,  brave  Sir 
Damian,  I  have  a  mighty  secret  still  to  impart,  and  as 
this  Saxon  churl  understands  no  French,  this  is  no  unfit 
opportunity  to  communicate  it.  Know  that  thine  uncle 
is  a  changed  man  m  mind,  as  he  is  debilitated  and  brok- 
en down  in  body.  Peevishness  and  jealousy  have  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  a  heart  which  was  once  strong  and 
generous ;  his  life  iirnow  on  the  dregs,  and  I  grieve  to 
speak  it,  these  dregs  are  foul  and  bitter." 

"  Is  riiis  tliy  mighty  secret  ?"  said  Damian.  "  That 
men  grow  old,  I  know  ;  and  if  with  infirmity  of  body 
comes  infirmity  of  temper  and  mind,  their  case  the  more 
strongly  claims  the  dutiful  observance  of  those  who  are 
bound  to  them  in  blood  or  affection." 

"  Ay,"  replied  the  pilgrim,  "  but  the  Constable's  mind 
bas  been  poisoned  against  thee  by  rumours  which  hare 
reached  his  ear  from  England,  that  there  have  been 
thoughts  of  affection  betwixt  thee  and  his  betrothed  bride, 
Eveline  Berenger. — Ha  !  have  I  touched  you  now  ?" 

"  Not  a  whit,"  said  Damian,  putUnj;  ou  \W  ^Vt^wfj:^ 
resolution  with  which  his  virtue  QOu\d  su\»p\^  V\\w\ — -^^  \V 
was  bat  this  fellow  who  struck  ray  s\\m-boi\e  soT«iW>o»J 
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■ply  willi  his  hammer.  Proceed.  My  uncle  heard 
Siich  a  report  and  belicTcil  il  .'" 

"  He  did,"  said  llio  Palmer — "  I  can  well  aver  'Of 
since  he  concealed  no  liioiifihi  from  me.  Hut  he  prayed 
me  carefully  lo  hide  his  siisjiicioiis  from  you,  '  Otherwise,* 
said  he,  '  the  young  wolf-eub  will  never  thrust  himselT 
into  the  trap  lor  the  deliverance  of  the  old  he-vroir. 
Were  lie  once  in  my  prisoii-house,'  your  nncle  continued 
lo  speak  of  you,  '  he  should  rot  and  die  nre  I  sent  ona 
penny  of  ranwm  to  set  at  liberty  the  lover  of  iny  be- 
trothed bride.'" 

"  Could  this  be  my  uncle's  sincere  purpose?"  said  Dami- 
•n,  ell  aghast.  "  Could  he  plan  so  much  treachery  towardti 
me  as  lo  leave  me  in  the  captivity  into  which  I  direw  my* 
self  for  his  redemption  ? — Tush  !  ii  cannot  be." 
"  Flatter  not  yourself  with  such  a  vain  opinioii, 
the  Palnier — "  if  you  go  to  Syria,  you  go  lo  eiernal  cap- 
tivily,  while  yonr  uncle  returns  to  possession  of  wealth 
little  diminished — and  of  Eveline  Berenger." 

"  Ha  !"  ejaculated  Damian  ;  end  looking  down  Ibc 
instant,  demanded  of  the  Pahner,  in  a  subdued  voicflgt 
It  he  would  have  him  to  do  in  such  an  extremity. 
'  TliG  case  is  plain,  accorditi|;  lo  my  poor  judgmect,'^' 
lied  tlie  Palmer.  "  No  one  is  bound  to  faiib  wiifc^ 
>9e  who  mean  lo  observe  none  with  him.  Anticipalo 
Oils  treachery  of  your  uncle,  and  let  his  now  short  and 
infirm  existence  moulder  out  in  the  pestiferous  cell  to 
which  he  would  condemn  your  youthful  sireu^.  The 
royal  grant  has  assigned  you  lands  enough  for  your  hon- 
ourable support  ;  and  wherefore  not  unite  with  ibcm 
those  of  the  Garde  Dolou reuse  ? — Evctitic  BerengeT,if 
"do  not  greatly  mistake,  will  scarcely  say  nay.  Ay,  inon 
Touch  it  on  my  soul  thnt  she  will  say  yes,  for  1  bare 
information  of  her  mind  ;  and  for  her  pre-contraci, 
<rd  from  Henry  lo  his  holiness,  now  thai  they  arc  ii 
die  hey-day  of  their  reconciliation,  will  obliieraie  iT 
name  Hugh  from  the  parchment,  and  insert  Uainian 
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**  Now,  by  my  foithy"  said  Damian,  arising  and  plac- 
ing his  foot  upon  die  stool,  that  the  warder  might  more 
easily  strike  off  the  last  ring  by  which  he  was  encumber- 
ed,—** I  have  heard  of  such  things  as  this — ^I  have  heard 
of  beings  who,  with  seeming  gravity  of  word  and  aspect 
— ^with  subtle  counsels,  artfully  applied  to  the  frailties  of 
human  nature— have  haunted  tlie  cells  of  despairing 
men,  and  made  them  many  a  fair  promise,  if  they  would 
but  eiichange  for  their  by-ways  the  paths  of  salvation. 
Such  are  the  fiend's  dearest  agents,  and  in  such  a  guise 
bath  the  fiend  himself  been  known  to  appear.     In  the 
name  of  God,  old  man,  if  human  thou  art,  begone  ! — I 
like  not  thy  words  nor  thy  presence — ^I  spit  at  thy  coun- 
sels.   And  mark  me,"  he  added,  with  a  menacing  gesture, 
"look  to  thine  own  safety — I  shall  presently  be  at  liberty !" 

**  Boy,"  replied  the  Palmer,  folding  his  arms  con- 
temptuously in  his  cloak,  **  1  scorn  thy  menaces — ^I  leave 
thee  not  till  we  know  each  other  better." 

"  I  too,"    said  Daroian,  "  would  fain  know  •' '  jiy  my 
thou  be'st  man  or  fiend  ;  and  now  for  the  trial '      _'  Eve- 
spoke,  tlielast  shackle  fell  from  his  leg  and  «    "  f^oom 
the  pavement,  and  at  the  same  moment  he  sprun^.   ^^AkL 
Palmer,  caught  him  by  die  waist,  and  exclaimed,  as  h^ 
made  three  disUnct  and  desperate  attempts  to  lift  him  up, 
and  dash  him  headlong  to  the  earth,  ''  This  for  malign- 
ing a  nobleman — ^diis  for  doubting  the  honour  of  a  knight 
—and  this  (with  a  yet  more  violent  exertion)  for  belying 
a  laoy  • 

Each  efibrt  of  Damian  seemed  equal  to  have  rooted 
up  a  tree  ;  yet  though  they  staggered  the  old  man,  they 
overthrew  him  not ;  and  while  Damian  panted  widi  his 
last  exerdon,  he  replied,  ''  And  take  thou  this,  for  so 
roughly  entreating  thy  father's  brother." 

As  he  spoke,  Damian  de  Lacy,  the  best  youthful  wrest- 
ler in  Cheshire,  received  no  soft  fall  on  the  floor  of  die 
dungeon.  He  arose  slowly  and  astounded,  but  the 
Palmer  had  now  dirown  back  both  hood  and  dalui^.V\^*(L^ 
and  the  features,  though  bearing    maiViA    ot   ^^    vcA 
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climote,  were  tliose  of  his  undo  die  Constable,  who 
cnliiily  observed,  "  I  tliiiik,  Damian,  liioti  avi  tiecana 
sttonger,  orl  weaker,  since  my  brea&t  was  Wl  pressed 
ngainsi  yours  in  oui  caaoliy's  celebrated  S|)orr.  Tboti 
liudst  nigh  had  me  down  in  that  last  turn,  liui  ihat  I  kiivvr 
tlie  old  l>e  i.acy'a  back-irip  as  well  b9  thou, — But  where- 
fore kneel,  man  ?"  lie  raised  him  with  much  kindness,, 
kisecd  his  cheek,  and  proceeded  :  Think  not,  luy  dearest 
nephew,  Uiat  i  mennt  in  my  late  disguise  to  try  your  fMitlv 
which  I  myself  never  doubled.  But  evil  tongues  haijl' 
been  busy,  and  it  was  iliis  which  made  nic  resolve  on 
»n  experiment,  the  result  of  whicli  has  been,  as  I  expect-r 
ed,  most  honourable  for  you.  And  know,  (for  these  walls 
have  sometimes  ears,  even  according  to  the  letter,)  iberft 
ore  tars  and  eyes  not  far  distant  which  have  henrd  aadi 
seen  the  whole.  Marry,  I  wish,  though,  Iby  last  hug  bad 
trot  been  so  severe  n  one.  My  ribs  still  feel  ibe  im*^ 
'Tcssion  of  tliy  knuckles." 

''Oearesi  and  honoured  uncle,"  said  Damian,    "  cx- 
■n  ic — " 

wha^^ere  is  notliint;  to  excnso,"  replied  Itls  uncle,  inter- 
,'Aii^  him.  "  Have  we  not  wrestled  a  turn  bcforo> 
how  ? — Bui  there  remains  yet  one  trial  for  iliee  to  go 
ihroui^h — Get  tliee  out  of  tliis  hole  speedily — don  thy 
best  array  to  accompany  mo  to  the  church  m  noon;  for, 
Damian  thou  must  be  present  at  the  marriage  «f  thai 
Lady  Eveline  Berenger." 

Tbis  proposal  at  once  struck  to  the  earth  the  iinhapp^> 

young  man.     "  For  merry's  sake,"  he  exclaimed,  '*  liold 

me  excused  in  tbis,  my  gracious  uncle  ! — I  have  been  ofi 

m  JgHe  sei%re!y  wounded  and  am  very  weak." 

i^&>"  As  my  bones  can  testify,"  said  his  tmcle.     "  IrVhy, 

^^■la,  thou  hast  tlie  strength  of  a  Norway  bear."  i 

^^P^ Passion,"    answered   Damian,    "might   give   ma 

strength  for  a  moment ;  but,  dporcst  uncle,  ask  any  tbiog* 

af  me  rather  than  this,     i^telhiriks,  if  I  have  hern  faultyf 

toiac  athcT  piinifehmenl  tn\«;l\l  sufiicc." 

^k^i  tell  thee/'   bbW  the  CoivswfcV,  "  -iwi  \wtw,we  ii 
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hire  been  abroad,  which  thy  absence  on  this  occasion 
would  go  far  to  confirm.  Eveline's  character  and  mine 
own  are  concerned  in  this." 

**  If  so,"  said  Damian,  ^^  if  it  be  indeed  so,  no  task 
will  be  too  hard  for  me.  But  I  trust,  when  the  cere- 
mony is  over,  you  will  not  refuse  me  your  consent  to  take 
the  cross,  unless  you  should  prefer  my  joining  the  troopa 
destined,  as  I  heard,  for  the  conquest  of  Ireland." 

**  Ay,  ay,"  said  the  Constable  ;  "  if  Eveline  grant 
you  permission,  I  will  not  withhold  mine." 

**  Uncle,"  said  Damian,  somewhat  sternly,  "  you  do 
not  know  the  feelings  which  you  jest  with." 

"  Nay,"  said  tlie  Constable,  "  1  compel  notl)ing  ;  (or 
if  thou  gocst  to  the  church,  and  likest  not  the  match, 
tliou  may'st  put  a  stop  to  it  if  thou  wilt — tlie  sacrament 
cannot  proceed  without  the  bridegroom's  consent." 

"  I  understand  you  not,  uncle,"  said  Damian  ;  "  you 
have  already  consented." 

"  Yes,  Damian,"  he  said,  "  I  have — to  withdraw  my 
claim,  and  to  relinquish  it  in  thy  favour  ;  for  if  Eve- 
Ene  Bercnger  is  wedded  to-day,  diou  art  her  bridegroom 
—the  Church  has  given  her  sanction — the  King  his  ap- 
probation— the  lady  says  not  nay — and  the  question  only 
now  remains,  whether  the  bridegroom  will  say  yes." 

The  nature  of  the  answer  may  be  easily  conceived  ; 
nor  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  splendour  of  the  cer- 
emonial ;  which,  to  atone  for  his  late  unmerited  severity, 
Henry  honoured  with  his  own  presence.      Amelot  and 
Rose  were  shortly  afterwards  united  :   old  ,Flammock 
having  been  previously  created  a  gentleman  of  coat  ar- 
mour, that  the   gentle  Norman   blood   might,   without 
utter  derogation,  mingle  with  the  meaner  stream  which 
coloured  tlie  check  in  crimson,  and  meandered  in  azure 
over  the  lovely  neck  and  bosom  of  the  fair  Fleming.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  manner  of  the  Constable  towards  his 
nephew  and  his  bride,  which  could  infer  a  regret  of  the 
generous  self-denial  which  he  had  exercised  \u  t^\OM\  oV 
their  youthful  passion  ^    Bu  t  he  soon  after  OLCceY^ledL  ^\\\^> 
comtuaqd  ia  the  troops  destined  to  invade  \xe\«xxdL  %  ^^ 


TALES    OF   TUB    CRU8ADBR8« 

jame  is  foand  among  the  highest  in  the  roll  of  the 
alrous  Normans  who  first  united  tliat  fair  island  t 
English  crown. 

fiveline,  restored  to  her  own  fair  castle  and  domains 

ied  not  to  provide  for  her  Confessor,  as  well  as  for  he 

1  soldiers,  servants,  and  retainers,  forgetting  their  errors 

id  remembering  their  fidelity.     The  Confessor  was  r 

x)red  to  the  flesh-pots. of  Egypt,  more  congenial  to  1 

iabits  than  the  meagre  fare  of  his  convent.     Even  Gilli 

lad  the  means  of  subsistence,  since  to  punish  her  wo 

have  been  to  distress  the  faithful  Raoul.      They  quarr 

led  for  the  future  part  of  their  lives  in  plenty,  just  as 

had  formerly  quarrelled  in  poverty  ;  for  wrangling  c 

win  fidit  over  a  banquet  as  fiercely  as  over  a  bare  bo 

Raoul  died  first,  and  Gillian  having  lost  her  whetsto-ne, 

found  that  as  her  youthful  looks  decayed  her  wit  turned 

somewhat  blunt.     She  therefore  prudently  commenc^ed 

'  devotee,  and  spent  hours  in  long  panegyrics  on  her  de-^ 

parted  husband. 

The  only  serious  cause  of  vexation  which  I  can  tnc^ 
the  Lady  Eveline  having  been  tried  with,  arose  from  ^ 
visit  of  her  Saxon  relative,  made  with  much  form,  but  un-^ 
fortunately,  at  the  very  time  which  the  Lady  Abbess  ha^ 
selected  for  that  same  purpose.    The  discord  which  aros^ 
between   these  honoured  personages  was  of  a  doubU 
character,  for  they  were  Norman  and  Saxon,  and,  more 
over,  differed  in  opinion  concerning  the  time  of  holdir 
Easter.     This,  however,  was  but  a  slight  gale  to  distu' 
the  general  serenity  of  Eveline  ;  for  with  her  unhope 
for  union  with  Damian,  ended  the  trials  and  sorrows 
Thb  Betrothed. 


NOTES  TO  THE  BETROTHED. 


1.  Page  6.  A  Romance,  by  the  Author  of  Waverley,  having  been  ex- 
pected amiat  this  time  at  the  great  commercial  mart  of  literature,  the  Fair  of 
Leipeic,  aa  ingenioiu  gentleman  of  Germany,  6ucUn|;  that  none  such  appear- 
ed^  was  so  kind  as  to  supply  its  place  with  a  work,  m  three  volumes,  called 
Walladmor,  to  which  he  prefixed  the  Christian  and  surname  at  full  length. 
Tbe  character  of  this  work  is  given  with  tolerable  fairness  in  the  text. 

• 

2.  Page  6.    Scottish  for  cross-examine  him. 

3.  Page  6.  The  ale  of  the  ancient  British  is  called  crw  in  thear  natiTe 
language. 

4.  Page  7.  This  was  an  opinion  universally  entertained  among  the  friends 
of  theautnor. 

5.  Page  23.  It  is  said  in  Hi^and  tradition,  that  one  of  the  M acdonaNts 
of  the  Isles,  who  htfd  suficrcd  his  broadsword  to  remain  sheathed  for  some 
months  aAvr  his  marriage  with  a  beautiful  woman,  was  stirred  to  a  sudden 
iuid  furious  expedition  a^nst  the  mainland,  by  hearing  conversation  to  the 
above  purpose  among  his  body-guard. 

6.  Page  24.  The  Welsh  houses,  like  those  of  the  cognate  tribes  in  Ire- 
land and  m  tlic  Higbiands  of  Scotland,  were  very  imperfectly  supplied  with 
chimneys.      Hence,  in  the  History  of  tlie  Gwydir  Family,  the  striking  ex- 

Eression  of  a  Welsh  chieftain,  who,  the  house  being  assaulted  and  set  on  fire 
J  bis  enemies,  exhorted  his  friends  to  stand  to  their  defence,  saying  he  had 
seen  as  much  smoke  in  the  hall  upon  a  Christmas  even. 

• 

7.  Page  24.  See  Madoc  for  this  literal  ybo<  pa£^e*s  oflSce  and  duties.  Mr. 
Soothey's  notes  inform  us  :  "  The  foot-bearer  shall  hold  the  feet  of  the  King 
in  his  lap.  from  the  time  he  recline*  at  the  board  till  he  goes  to  rest,  and  lie 
shall  chafe  them  with  a  towel :  and  during'  all  that  time  shall  watch  that  no 
barm  befalls  the  King.  He  shall  eat  of  the  same  dish  from  which  tlie  King 
takes  bis  food  :  he  shall  light  the  first  caudle  before  the  King."  Such  are  the 
instructions  given  for  this  part  of  royal  ceremonial  in  tho  laws  of  Howell 
Dlia.  It  may  be  added,  that  probably  upon  this  Celtic  custom  was  founded 
one  of  those  absurd  and  increoihle  representations  which  were  propagated  at 
the  time  of  the  French  Revolution,  to  stir  up  the  fieasants  against  their  feudal 
superiors.  It  was  pr«;i  ended  that  some  feudal  seigneurs  asserted  their  right 
to  kill  And  disembowel  a  peasant,  in  order  to  put  their  own  feet  within  Ine 
expiring  body,  and  so  recover  them  from  the  chill. 

8.  Page  64.    Cooragc  or  the  Welsh.— This  is  by  no  means  exag* 
gerated  io  tbe  chapter  we  have  just  closed.     A  very  honourable  tc^stimony  ,. 
was  ffivco  to  their  valour  by  King  Henry  II.,  in  a  letter  to  tlie  Greek  Empe- 
ror, Emanuel  Comnenns.    'J*his  prince  having  deur^d  Vb^X  «:&  «,^cQtwx\x(i\^x 
he  Beat  kirn  of  all  that  was  remarkable  in  tbe  i»\aiid  of  QT««Xl&Tv\xi\u,^vKi^ 

is  juvmar  ip  that  rcqaeat,  was  pleased  Io  lake  noucei  %bm»%  q^Omi  v«i:^«9i&»^i 


NOTES    TO    THR    BCTEOTHCD. 


of  Ibn  ntntBrdi 
Ibair  wLSn  lUe" 


10.  Pngr  70.  0)il  Hear}'  Jcnkin,  In  hii  Itfcollpcliant  f(  llw  AUi 
before  Uifif  diMoluliou.  Iib«  pretcrved  llw  ficl,  llisl  rout-bocf  wai  deli 
oui  10  llw  guutu,  not  by  wf  iglil,  Iwl  bj  mciuura. 

n,     pnsoSO.    AKCHEninr  Wat.ks.— TbcVVelih  wnreiuKllcat 

lnBS-b"W|  ihe  foriniilalile  wcmnon  of  Ihn  Nurniaui.  niid  aftofw»fiii  of 

Eii^llh  yeoiBun.    Tbal  uf  llw  WeliL  mo '    '  "     ' 

at  IliB  B^iiBla  Cellle   Uilm  of  Irdliid,  > 

]l  wM  ilWflcr  Itun  Ibg  Nannui  liuir^KW,  u  boiiij;  dn 

la  Iba  car,  mora  loowljr  ulniiif,  ka J  llw  urniw  h>viu| 

■lli)|i>llicc,  iu  tborl,  ■  leu  rflecliva  KBIIpou.    Il  «pjH» 

BmcilolD,  llial  Ihcre  tru  a  itiSb^nce  bdwteii  llie  Weti 

tbBEiisBh. 

Ill  1 1^.  Ili'nrf  ihc  It.,  maielilur  inio  Puwyt-LaDil 
—  '"-■'-    -   ' in  robelt,  iu  pauing  '  ■'-" 


lu  Ibe  breiil,  ■ 


a  be»d| 


ihe  Ivto'i.    It('i<vllwl  by  ilic  Mcvllenw  cf  bit  l>rv«?u 
■nBround.    Wli™ihoKtus-' 


Um  emuiid.    \\ 

utaA  oaih,  hy  ilm  iletlb  Of  o 
b«  an  Eughrth  liun  i  uiil, 

Ihe  WW. 


P,  ilwilitft  rellW' 


by  Ibis  belief  buliljf  ihiI  ui 


Wriil 


II.    P)^  101.    Rk'en  ibe  shirp  nad  angry  rlonj  iniulu  hy  ifao  irna  *e«lh 

■I'll  Iroin  n  dSiaurc.    ■|'lw  cla>b  ..F ilio  nrmnir  at  hnif 
ucb  nore  euitj'  diiireraililc. 
,  on  Hold  Chmik  nr  tuk  Wd.ni.— 


beinri  ibeii  niiproai'li 

BMHu  tap-i^,  niiul  li 

13.    PsgBlOe.    Eui 


irxn  Ibe 


drtdofl!ir"BHV-l 
ebao'T.    Tlii.  ..■■ 


iIiId  hsi  licuB  IfHiiid  •NnnlliiHir 
i^ii  inoro  rarely,  in  StoOmi.', 
ill  10  be  DRully  (oiiretled  ibl' 


baiUroii 

auiBgoui 


Kiiii— 'nioWvitii. 

a">tlii<S  ibr  Ixxlimi/  ina 
iiili>(>u»n:'>  kccDuui,  bow 


»,  ttiWU  01  ipuW  sA;' 
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15.  Page  16S.  BABii-Gxi8T.-^Tbe  ide«  of  the  Bahr-Oeist  was  taken 
rrom  a  passage  in  the  Memoirs  of  Lady  Fanshaw,  which  have  since  been 
given  to  the  publici  and  received  with  deserved  approbation. 

T\»  ori^nal  runs  as  follows.  Lady  Fanshaw,  shiAing  among  her  friends 
in  Ireland,  hke  other  sound  loyalists  of  the  period,  tells  her  story  thus  :— 

"  From  thence  we  went  to  the  Lady  Honor  O'Brien's,  a  lady  that  went  for 
a  maid,  but  few  believed  it.  She  was  the  youngest  daurhter  of  the  Earl  of 
Tlmmond.  There  wc  staid  three  nifhts-^be  ^st  of  which  I  was  surprised 
at  bein|i^  laid  in  a  chamber,  where,  when  about  one  o'clock,  I  heard  a  voice 
that  awakened  me.  I  drew  the  curtain,  and  in  the  casement  of  the  window 
I  saw,  by  the  lieht  of  the  mi>on,  a  woman  leaning  through  the  casement  into  . 
the  /nom,  in  white,  with  red  hair  and  pale  and  ghastly  complexion.  She 
iifMike  lotid,  ami  in  a  tone  I  had  never  fieard,  thrice,  "  A  horse  ;"  and  then, 
with  a  sigh  more  like  the  wind  than  breath,  she  vanished,  and  to  me  her  body 
looked  more  like  a  thick  cloud  than  subslance.  I  was  so  much  frightened 
that  my  hair  stood  on  end,  and  my  ni^t  clothes  fell  off.  I  pulled  and  pinched 
your  father^  who  never  awoke  durmg  the  disorder  I  was  in,  but  at  last  was 
much  surprised  to  see  me  in  this  fright,  and  more  so  when  I  related  the  story 
and  showed  him  the  window  opcnca.  Neither  of  us  slept  any  more  that 
night ;  but  he  entertained  me  by  tellinjr  me  how  much  more  these  opparitiont 
were  common  in  this  country  than  in  England  }  and  we  concluded  the  cause 
to  he  the  great  superstition  of  the  Irish,  and  the  want  of  that  knowing  faith 
which  should  defend  ihcm  from  the  power  of  the  devil,  which  he  exercises 
antiong  th<*m  very  much.  About  five  O'clock,  the  lady  of  the  house  came  to 
sec  tt«,  saying  she  had  not  been  in  bed  all  night,  because  a  cousin  O'Brien  of 
hftrs,  whose  ancestors  had  owned  that  house,  had  desired  her  to  stav  with 
him  in  his  chamber,  and  that  he  died  at  two  o'clock  ;  and  siie  vaid,  I  wish 
you  to  have  ha<l  no  disturbance,  for  'tis  the  custom  of  the  placo,  that^  when 
any  of  the  family  are  dying,  the  shape  of  a  woman  appears  every  night  in 
UiA  windovr  until  they  be  dead.  l*his  woman  was  many  ages  ago  got  with 
child  by  the  owner  of  this  place,  who  murdered  her  in  his  garden,  and  flunr 
her  into  the  river  under  the  window  ;  but  truly  I  thoucht  not  of  ii  when  I 
lodged  you  here,  it  being  the  best  room  in  the  house.  VVe  made  little  reply 
io  laer  speech,  but  disposed  ourselves  to  be  gone  suddenly." 

16.  Page  213.    Self-importance,  or  assumption. 

17.  Page  272.    Cymbri,  or  Welsh. 

18.  Pare  304.  The  pennon  of  a  knight  was,  in  shape,  a  long  streamer, 
and  forked  like  a  swallow's  tail ;  the  banner  of  a  Banneret  was  square,  ana 
w^as  formed  into  the  other  by  cutting  the  ends  from  the  |>cnDon.  It  was  thus 
the  ceremony  was  performed  on  the  pennon  of  John  Cnandos,  by  the  Black 
Prince,  before  the  tattle  of  Nejara. 

19.  Page  339.  Such  an  expression  is  said  to  have  been  used  by  Mandrin 
the  celebrated  smu^s^lcr,  while  in  the  act  of  bein^  broken  n|)on  the  wheel. 
This  dreadful  punishment  consists  in  the  executioner,  with  a  bar  of  iron, 
breakinc^  the  shoulder  bones,  arms,  thigh-bones,  and  legs  of  the  criminal. 
Inking  his  alternate  sides.  The  punishment  is  conclude<t  by  a  blow  acrdtt 
the  brea.««t,  railed  the  cotq)  de  grace,  because  it  removes  the  suflferer  from  hit 
agony.      When  Manrlrin  received  the  second  blow  over  the  left  shoukler 


tinuc  after  the  nervous  svstcm  had  been  completely  deiauged  by  the  first 
bUw." 
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INTRODUCTION 

TO 

THE  TALISMAN 


The  ''  Betrothed"  did  not  greatly  please  one  or  two 
firiends,  who  thought  that  it  did  not  well  correspond  to 
the  general  title  of  "  The  Crusaders."  They  urged, 
therefore,  that,  without  direct  allusion  to  the  manners  of 
the  Eastern  tribes,  and  to  the  rcHnantic  conflicts  of  the 
period,  the  title  of  a  "Tale  of  the  Crusaders"  would  re- 
semble the  playbill,  which  is  said  to  have  announced  the 
tragedy  of  Hamlet,  the  character  of  the  Prince  of  Den- 
mark being  left  out.  On  the  other  hand,  I  felt  the  diffi- 
culty of  giving  a  vivid  picture  of  a  part  of  the  worid 
with  which  I  was  almost  totally  unacquainted,  unless  by 
early  recollections  of  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments ; 
and  not  only  did  I  laboiur  under  the  incapacity  of  igno- 
rance, in  which,  as  far  as  regards  Eastern  manners,  I 
was  as  thickly  wrapped  as  an  Egyptian  in  his  fog ;  but 
my  contemporaries  were,  many  of  them,  as  much  en- 
lightened upon  the  subject,  as  if  they  had  been  inhabit- 
ants of  the  favoured  land  of  Goshen.  The  love  of 
travelling  had  pervaded  all  ranks,  and  carried  the  sub- 
jects of  Britain  into  all  quarters  of  the  world.  Greece, 
so  attractive  by  its  remains  of  art,  by  its  struggles  for 
freedom  against  a  Mahomedan  tyrant,  by  its  very  name, 
where  every  fountain  had  its  classical  legend ; — Pales- 
tine, endeared  to  the  ima^nation  by  yet  more  sacred  re- 
membrances, had  been  of  late  surveyed  by  British  eyes, 
and  described  *by  recent  travellers.  Had  l^  iVv^x^V^^^^ 
attemptadi  the  difScult  task  of  substvtulm^  icAxav^t^  tK. 
ajr  ofwa  mvpotioa,  instead  of  the  geiiumj^  co^\xh»»  ^ 


the  East,  alnmst  every  traxcllor  I  met,  who  Iiad  extended 
liis  roiiifl  beyond  what  was  ancietitly  callod  "  The  Grand 
Tnur,"  had  acquired  a  right,  by  ocular  inspection,  to 
chastise  me  for  my  presumption.  Ercrv  member  of  the 
Travellers'  Club,  who  could  preleod  to  liave  tbrouii  hi* 
shoe  over  Edom,  was,  by  liaviog  done  so,  constituted 
my  lawftd  critic  aud  corrector.  It  occurred,  iliercforc, 
thill  where  the  author  of  Anastasiiis,  as  ivcll  as  he  of 
Hadji  Buba,  liad  descrilwd  the  manneis  and  vices  of  tho 
EiLsteni  nations,  not  only  with  (ide)ily,  but  with  the  hu- 
mour of  Le  Sa^e  and  tlie  ludicrous  power  of  Fielding 
himself,  one  who  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  the  sulqerl 
must  necessarily  produce  an  unfavourable  contrast,  Th« 
Poet  Laureate  also,  in  the  charming  tale  of  "  Thalaba," 
had  shown  how  extensive  might  he  the  researches  of  s 
person  of  acquirements  and  laJent,  by  dint  of  invesiiga' 
lion  alone,  into  tlie  ancient  doctrines,  history,  and  tnan- 
ncrs  of  the  Eastern  countries,  in  which  we  are  probably 
to  look  for  the  cradle  of  mankind  ;  Moore,  in  his  "  Lalta 
Rookh,"  had  sucressfiilly  trod  the  same  paQi ;  in  which, 
too,  Byron,  joining  ocular  experience  to  extensive  rend^ 
ing,  had  wriiien  some  of  his  most  attractive  poems, 
a  word,  tlie  Eastern  themes  bad  been  already  so  stic< 
folly  handled  by  those  who  were  acknowledged  to 
^  lers  of  their  crufl,  that  I  was  difUdciiI  of  making  Ibi 
ipt. 

lese  were  powerful  olijecltons,  nor  did  ibey  lo; 
!e  when  they  becjime  the  subjeiTt  of  anxiotis  rcfli 
tion,  alltiijiii;!i  liiey  did  mit  finally  prevail.  The  nrgvi 
ment-'i  <in  the  oilier  side  were,  that  though  I  had 
of  rivalling  the  contemporaries  whom  I  have  mentinn<»l 
yet  it  occurred  to  nie  as  possible  lo  ao^tiil  myself  of  ll 
ta^  I  was  enga^red  in,  without  entering  into  corapcliii 
with  them. 

The  period  relating  more  immediately  to  the  C\ 
sodes  which  1  nt  last  fixed  tip<in,  wtw  thai  at  which  thi 
warVtke  chiiractpr  of  Richard  I.,  wild  and  gvncrous, 
^ttsra  of  chivalry,  wWi  v.\\  \va  wtA'w.N^a.vw  nv  . 
^■ft  less  absurd  error*,  wus  i^'^-^^ei  \«  >i»&^. 


folly  I 
Ibrce  ' 
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m  which  the  Christian  and  English  monarch  showed  all 
the  cruelty  and  violence  of  an  Eastern  sultan ;  and  Sala- 
din,  on  the  other  hand,  displayed  the  deep  policy  and 
prudence  of  a  European  sovereign,  whilst  each  contend- 
ed which  should  excel  the  other  in  the  knightly  qualities 
of  bravery  and  generosity.  This  singular  contrast  affi>rd- 
ed,  as  the  author  conceived,  materials  for  a  work  of  fic- 
tion, possessing  peculiar  interest.  One  of  the  inferior 
characters  introduced,  was  a  supposed  relation  of  Rich- 
ard Coeur  de  Lion ;  a  violation  of  the  truth  of  history, 
which  gave  ofience  to  Mr.  Mills,  the  Author  of  the 
History  of  Chivalry  and  the  Crusades,  who  was  not,  it 
may  be  presumed,  aware  that  romantic  fiction  naturally 
includes  the  power  of  such  invention,  which  is  indeed 
one  of  the  requisites  of  the  art. 

Prince  David  of  Scotland,  who  was  actually  in  the 
host,  and  was  the  hero  of  some  very  romantic  adven- 
tures on  his  way  home,  was  also  pressed  into  my  ser- 
vice, and  constitutes  one  of  my  dramatis  pertontB. 

It  is  true  I  had  already  brought  upon  the  field  Him  of 
the  lion  heart.  But  it  was  in  a  more  private  capacity 
than  he  was  here  to  be  exhibited  in  the  Talisman  ;  then 
as  a  disguised  knight,  now  in  the  avowed  character  of  a 
conquering  monarch ;  so  that  I  doubted  not  a  name  so 
dear  to  Englishmen  as  that  of  King  Richard  I.  might 
contribute  to  their  amusement  for  more  than  once. 

I  had  access  to  all  which  antiquity  believed,  whether 
of  reality  or  fitble,  on  the  subject  of  that  magnificent 
warrior,  who  was  the  proudest  boast  of  Europe  and  their 
chivalry,  and  with  whose  dreadful  name  the  Saracens, 
according  to  a  historian  of  their  own  country,  were  wont 
to  rebuke  their  startled  horses.  '<  Do  you  think,"  said 
they,  "  that  Kling  FUchard  b  on  the  track,  that  you  stray 
so  wildly  fifom  it  ?"  The  most  curious  register  of  the 
history  of  King  Richard,  is  an  ancient  romance,  trans- 
lated originally  firom  the  Norman ;  and  at  first  certainly 
having  a  pretence  to  be  termed  a  work  of  chivalry^  but 
latterly  becomiiig  stufkd  with  the  mosi  aaXocA^Kov^  ^a\^ 
A*    roh.  It 
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:  fables.  There  is  perlmps  no  mcincal  rc»> 
nance  upon  record,  where,  along  wiih  curious  and  fi^nu- 
ine  hisiory,  are  mingled  more  nbsurd  nnd  exaggerated  in- 
ddcnts.  VVe  liave  placed  in  the  Appendix  to  this  lnin>- 
ducdon,  the  passage  of  tlie  romance  in  uhich  Richard 
figures  as  an  Ogre,  or  lileral  cannibal. — (Apjtcndix, 
p.  10.) 

A  principal  incident  in  the  stor)',  is  that  &om  wbicli 
tlie  title  is  derived.  Of  all  jieople  who  ever  lived,  tfa« 
Persians  were  perhaps  most  reninrkable  for  their  unshakea 
credulity  in  amulets,  spells,  periapts,  and  similar  charms, 
framed,  it  was  said,  under  the  inHuonce  of  parlicuiu 
planets,  and  bestowing  high  medical  powers,  as  wi " 
the  means  of  advancing  men's  fortunes  in  various  i 
ners.  A  story  of  this  land,  relating  to  a  Crusader  of 
eminence,  is  often  told  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  and  tba 
relic  alluded  to  is  still  in  existence,  and  ex-en  yet  betd  in 
veneration. 

Sir  Simon  Lockliart  of  Lee  and  Cartland  made  a  coo-i 
siderable  figure  in  the  reigns  of  Robert  the  Bruce  and  of 
bis  son  Uai-id.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  of  that  band[ 
of  Scottish  chivalry,  who  accompanied  James,  the  Goocl| 
Ijord  Douglas,  on  his  expedition  to  the  Holy  Lanil,, 
with  the  heart  of  King  Robert  Brace.  Douglas,  imps* 
^ent  to  get  at  the  Saracens,  entered  into  ivar  with  tbosfl 
of  Spmn,  and  was  killed  there.  Lockhart  proceeded  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  sucb  Scottish  knights  as  had  escaped 
the  fate  of  tlieir  leader,  and  assisted  for  some  time  in  thi 
ware  against  the  Saracens. 

The  following  adventure  is  said  by  tradition  to  ban 
befallen  him  :— 

He  made  prisoner  in  battle  an  Emir  of  considerabl«- 
weallh  and  consequence.  The  aged  mother  of  tlie  cap* 
tive  came  to  the  Christian  camp,  to  redeem  her  son  btm 
bis  state  of  captivity.  Lockhart  is  said  to  have  Gxed  ibe 
price  at  which  his  prisoner  should  ransom  himself;  and 
the  Isdy,  pulling  out  a  large  embroidered  purse,  proceed* 
^J^lo  lelJ  down  the  nutaoro,  V\V.e  %.t«:#\\<^  -mVo  mDLS|ti| 
^^HKt   to  gold  io  companran  ot  Vei  fxsi^^&M^H^H 
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tlus  (^rttkm,  a  pebble  inserted  in  a  voiny  some  say  of 
the  Lower  Empire,  fell  out  of  the  purse,  and  the  Siaura- 
cen  matron  testified  so  much  haste  to  recover  it,  as  gave 
the  Scottish  knight  a  high  idea  of  its  value,  when  com* 
pared  with  gold  or  silver.  '^  I  will  not  consent,"  he 
said,  '^  to  grant  your  s6n's  liberty,  unless  that  amulet  be 
added  to  his  ransom,"  The  lady  not  only  consented  to 
this,  but  explained  to  Sir  Simon  Lockhart  the  mode  in 
which  the  Talisman  was  to  be  used,  and  the  uses  to 
which  it  might  be  put.  The  water  in  which  it  was  dipt 
operated  as  a  styptic,  as  a  febrifuge,  and  possessed  seve- 
ral other  properties  as  a  medical  talisman. 

Sir  Simon  Lockhart,  after  much  experience  of  the 
wonders  which  it  wrought,  brought  it  to  his  own  coun- 
try, and  left  it  to  his  heirs,  by  whom,  and  by  Clydesdale 
in  general,  it  was,  and  is  still,  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  the  Lee-penny,  from  the  name  of  his  native  seat 
of  Lee. 

The  most  remarkable  part  of  its  history,  perhaps,  was, 
that  it  so  especially  escaped  condeinnation  when  the 
Church  of  Scotland  chose  to  impeach  many  other  cures 
which  savoured  of  the  miraculous,  as  occasioned  by  sor* 
eery,  and  censured  the  appeal  to  them,  '^  excepting  only 
that  to  the  amulet,  called  the  Lcc-pcnny,  to  which  it 
had  pleased  God  to  annex  certain  healing  virtues  which 
the  church  did  not  presume  to  condemn."  It  still,  as 
has  been  said,  exists,  and  its  powers  are  sometimes  re- 
sorted to.  Of  late,  they  have  been  chiefly  restricted  to 
the  cure  of  persons  bitten  by  mad  dogs  ^  and  as  the  ill- 
ness in  such  cases  frequently  arises  from  imagination, 
there  can  be  no  reason  for  doubting  that  water  which  has 
been  poured  on  the  Lee-penny  furnishes  a  congenial 
cure. 

Such  is  the  tradition  concerning  the  Talisman  ;  which 
the  author  has  taken  the  liberty  to  vary  m  applying  it  to 
his  own  purposes. 

Coonderdble  liberties  have  also  been  taken  with  the  truth 
of  history,  both  with  respect  to  Conrade  o(  ^VycvV&^xt^^^ 
SA,  M9  well  as  bis  death.    That  Conxade ,  W^^\^\ x  ^^ 


mg  lo  ttic  romance  wlilcli  I 
longer  repress  his  fiiiy.  TTk 
traitor,  who  had  robbed  the  K 
thotisaiid  pounds,  the  present . 
he  was  a  renegade,  nhose  Ire 
joss  of  Acre  ;  and  he  conclu 
he  would  cause  liim  to  be 
'Kases,  if  lie  should  ever  vcn 
tian  camp  by  his  presence, 
cede  in  favour  of  the  Marqi 
glove,  oflered  to  become  a  pie. 
Christians  ;  but  his  ofier  was  n 
to  give  way  to  Rjchard's  in 
Chivalry . 

Conmdo  of  Montserrai  mai. 
those  wars,  and  was  at  length  i 
followers  of  the  Sclielk,  or  Ol 
nor  did  Riehard  remain  free  oJ 
insiignled  his  death. 
_  It  may  be  said,  in  general,  1 
introduced  in  the  following  tal 
reality,  where  it  exists,  is  only 
of  the  piece.  ^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

While  warring  in  tlie  Holy  Land,  Richard  vms  seized 
with  an  ague. 

The  best  leeches  of  the  camp  were  unable  to  eflect 
the  cure  of  the  King's  disease  ;  but  the  prayers  of  the 
army  were  more  successful.  He  became  convalesceDt, ' 
and  the  first  symptom  of  iiis  recovery  was  a  violent  long* 
ing  for  pork.  But  poric  was  not  likely  to  be  plentiful 
in  a  country  whose  inhabitants  had  an  abhorrence  fn 
swine's  flesh ;  and 

"  ibougb  fail  men  ■hauM  be  baand. 


King  Ritlisrd  migbl  eugihi  of  eat. 
nil  uid  fcDighi  wiih  RicBanI  billing, 
Whcu  he  heaKl  of  thai  lidin;;. 


Thai  the  kiiigif  wanli  were  awvcbe. 
To  the  ilewaril  be  tpako  pnvvliche— 
'  Our  lord  the  kiii;  lore  u  lick,  1  ww, 
AAer  porck  lie  alonged  Uf 
.  Yc  may  nooc  fioil  lu  lelle ; 
No  man  be  harcty  him  la  lo  leile ! 
ir  he  did  be  ni^il  die. 
How  bebovea  lo  done  at  I  iboll  rar, 
Tho'  he  wele  noiigtil  of  Ihal. 
Take  a  Haraecn,  vounr  aod  fatg 
In  hB«e  lei  Ihe  Ih'cf  be  slain, 
Opened,  apd  hii  skid  oET  llavu  : 
And  todden  Full  taaiiily, 
Wilh  poB'der  and  wiih  i 


He  "hBllTiave 


Iff  rce)i  Ihereor  lavoilr, 
,.'k^lw.,-enl, 

good  talent 


Anil  cBlcn  well  a  goml  reuBil, 
And  lunped  or  Ihe  bratii'  a  lup, 
tjicpl  alter  aiid  >wei  a  drou, 
Throujrh  Goddia  help  and  my  rotia 
Boon  he  iLail  be  frcih  sud  hail.' 
The  ioolh  ID  tay,  at  nvordei  few, 


Quod  hitmen,*  Lord,  we  have  porkaou^il; 
Ealei  end  lupi  of  I  be  biewu  totHt,\ 
Tboraugb  gnct  of  Cod  it  ikall  be  JMi  VoO 


APPBKOIS  TO 


nrran  King  ffirbird  raiff  a 


miglil. 


Tbi)  !>>■(  aU  ihe  llf >h  anil  gur*'  I 
And  drank  irell  aOer  Ibr  IM  nmiH. 
Aad  whan  li«  bail  eaten  enoueh, 
llii  lulk  Iwn  lumad  away,  wirl  laigh.f 
He  lay  ilill  and  drew  in  hii  ua  ; 
Ilia  eliBBiberUin  bim  wrapped  warn. 
He  lay  and  ^ept,  and  ml  ■  Mauad, 

Kine  Rirhard  clad  him  and  nrote. 

And  walked  abouicn  m  Ute  cImc." 

I  attack  of  the   Saracens  was  repelled  by  Ricliutf 

,  tiie  consequence  of  whicli  is  told  in  the  folW- 


WbonKmrRid 
A  kniehl  tl.  an. 
Him  Id  comrnrr 


vu  brwighl « 
head  oT  ibal  il 


ftrd  had  rtsled  a  wliyte, 
I  'gaa  unlare, 

ii(r.oIire. 


•  For  leeMe  I  am,  and  IkrDI  and  miul. 

Of  mltic  «»il  now  I  am  feai  | 
Serve  me  iberewiih  nl  my  tonptrt '.' 
(luod  iht  cook,  ■  ItiBl  head  I  oc  have.' 
Tben  nid  tlie  kior, '  So  God  me  aave, 
llul  I  ICC  Ihe  bead  or  dial  twine. 


i 


llie  rouk  uw  none  olber  niihl  be ; 
He  tM  Ihe  liead  and  lei  bim.  Me. 
He  Tvll  OH  koeei,  and  made  a  fry — 
'  liO,  bure  Ihe  head  '.  my  Lord,  nwrcf 

e  cook  bad  certainly  some  reason  to  (ear  that  h!s 
r  woidd  be  struck  with  horror  at  the  recoUeclion 
r  the  dreadful  banquet  lo  which  he  owed  his  rccoverj, 
but  his  fears  wero  soon  dissipated. 

"  The  iwarte  rii[  when  ll«  kiuc  •eeUi, 

Ilia  block  beard  and  whiK-  >ki£, 

How  hit  tipM*  rrianed  wide, 

■  What  devil  U  ibia  7'  (be  kinf  cried. 

And  gan  lo  Ituqita  ai  ho  wan  wsd*. 

'Whol!  'wttaineoii'idBiblhuafuod t 

TIM,  never  ent  I  nourbl  wf  -  ■ 

~    '  '    Ihandhnupn 


Bv  Uml'*  4«Blh  and  hn  upriM, 
Shall  we  never  die  lor  de/bult, 
VnUe  we  utay  in  nor  umuIi, 
Blee  Sacaeea*,  Uie  itath  may  lake, 

t  Audi  Unnweu  bet  Itesli  lu  lbs  buiKt '. 

>"or  hunger  ere  I  be  wo, 

I  and  niy  talk  iball  eai  mu !' " 

besieged  now  offetei  vo  ^vuKnto. 


I 
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ditions  <^  safety  to  the  inhabitanta ;  while  all  the  public 
treasure,  militaiy  machines,  and  arms,  were  delivered  to 
tlie  victors,  together  with  the  liitlher  ransom  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  bezants.  After  this  capitulation,  the  ibl- 
lowing  extiaordinaiy  scene  took  place.  We  shall  give  it 
in  the  words  of  the  humorous  and  amiable  George  Ellis, 
tlio  collector  and  the  editor  of  these  romances. 

"  Tliough  the  garrison  had  ikithfully  performed  tlie 
Other  articles  of  their  contract,  they  were  unable  to  res- 
tore the  cross,  which  was  not  in  their  possession,  and 
were  therefore  treated  by  the  Christians  with  great  cra- 
clty.  Ddly  reports  of  their  su^rings  were  carried  to 
Saladin  ;  and  as  many  of  them  were  persona  of  the 
highest  distinction,  tliat  monarch,  at  the  solicitation  of 
their  friends,  despatched  an  embassy  to  King  Richard 
with  magnificent  presents,  which  he  offered  for  the  ran- 
som of  the  captives.  The  ambassadors  were  persons 
the  most  respectable  from  their  age,  tlieir  rank,  and  their 
eloquence.  They  delivered  their  message  In  tcnns  of 
the  utmost  humility,  and,  without  arraigning  the  justice 
of  the  conqueror  in  his  severe  treatment  of  their  country- 
men, only  solicited  a  period  to  that  severity,  laying  at 
his  feet  the  treasures  with  which  they  were  intnLsted, 
and  pledging  themselves  and  their  master  for  ilic  pay- 
ment of  any  further  sums  which  he  might  demand  as  the 
price  of  mercy. 

"  Kii^  Richard  iptkc  with  wntdct  niji], 
'llw  gold  111  Mkc,  God  me  nhwhM 
Among  you  porta'  cvcijr  cbnrgc. 
I  bruognl  in  ibippr*  win  in  bin^, 
Mive  cdM  umI  livtr  wilh  Be,  ' 
Thnn  Ml  your  lord,  ud  twiliiG  thre«. 

Bui  for  my  love  1  you  biJ, 

To  meal  wilh  me  Ihal  yc  d»dl  ( 

And  aAerward  I  ihall  yon  itil. 

Thorough  counicl  1  )lul]  you  amwf  r, 

Wlwl  Mri  y*  •ball  to  your  lord  boar.'  " 

"  TIic  Invitation  was  gratefully  accepted.  Richard,  in 
the  meantime,  gave  secret  orders  to  his  inan^lijl  tiiut  he 
should  repair  to  tlie  prison,  select  a  ccn:&\n  wuu^t  >:^ 
the  rofMdislJngijished  captives,  aadyV&etisax^v&'i  \v:>^>n'^ 
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their  names  on  a  roll  of  jtarchment,  cause  tbeir  beada  to 
be  Instantly  struck  off;  that  these  beads  sliould  be  de- 
livered to  t)ie  cook  with  instructions  to  dear  away  tlie 
Iiair,  and,  after  boiling  Uieni  in  a  caldron,  to  distiifaute 
tlietn  on  several  platters,  one  to  cacli  guest,  obsernng  to 
fasten  on  the  forehead  of  each  the  piece  of  paichment 
expressing  the  name  and  family  of  the  victim. 

" '  Au  boi  hcsd  hriiig  me  brlnni, 

A>  I  v.-en  well  nraiod  wiihaJI, 

Eal  Uirnwf  fail  I  tliall ; 

AiilKcniaiciKlerrhick, 

To  sn  how  Ihv  oUwn  will  like." 

"  This  horrible  order  was  punctually  executed.  Al 
noon  the  guests  were  summoned  to  wash  by  the  music 
of  the  waits ;  the  King  took  his  scat,  attended  by  the 
principal  olftcers  of  his  court,  at  the  high  table,  nnd  the 
rest  of  tlie  company  were  mai^halled  at  a  long  table  be- 
low him.  On  the  cloth  were  placed  portions  of  salt  at 
the  usual  distances,  but  neither  bread,  nine,  nor  water. 
The  ambassadors,  rather  surprised  at  this  omission,  but 
still  free  Irotn  apprehension,  awaited  in  silence  the  ariiv'al 
of  Ihe  dinner,  « liicli  was  announced  by  the  sound  of 
pijies,  tnnn]>ets,  and  tabours  ;  and  beheld,  with  horror 
and  dismay,  the  unnatural  bancjuet  introduced  by  the 
steward  and  his  olEccrs-  Yet  tlietr  sentiments  of  dis- 
gust and  abhorrence,  and  even  their  fears,  were  for  a 
time "  sus|)ended  by  their  curiosity.  Their  eyes  were 
fised  on  ilie  Kinir.  who,  without  the  slightest  clianarc  of 
countenance,  swallowed  t'le  morsels  as  fast  as  they  could 
be  supplied  by  tlie  knight  who  caned  thcni. 

"  Kvrrr  nian  ihpu  poked  ollipr ; 
Tlii'v  liiifl,  ■  TIhj  b  tbr  ik-viri  bmihrr, 
I'hol  <l,iri  our  uiH,  and  [Iiui  hrm  tats !' 

"  llieh  aiiuntion  was  then  involuntarily  fixed  on  tlic 
Pinnkinji  hends  beR-re  them  ;  lliey  traced  in  the  swoMen 
and  diMfiriod  feutiires  llie  rcseniblance  of  a  friend  or  near 
relation,  and  rcceiveti  from  the  fatal  srn>ll  which  accom- 
panied each  dish  the  sad  ns.'lurance  that  ilirs  rcserabtanos 
was  not  inia^'inary.  They  sat  in  torpid  silence,  autict- 
patiiii;  their  own  fnle  m  l'.\?.v  of  \1\ck  coumrinien,  ivhiti 
tlwir  fci-oc;oiis  cutcrlamti,  \vvi.\\  tit-j  \vv\i\A  «i-j>K,,\»&-»si^ 
counc^y  on  his  Yt{^,  msuUed  (iwmV'j  ^^w^jwm-is 
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to  memment.  At  length  this  first  course  was  removed,  and 
Its  place  supfriied  by  yenison,  cranes,  and  other  dainties, 
accompanied  bjr  the  richest  wines.  The  King  then  apolo* 
gtzed  to  them  for  what  had  passed,  which  he  attributed  to 
1)18  ignorance  of  their  taste  ;  and  assured  them  of  his  re« 
ligious  respect  for  their  character  as  ambassadors,  and  of 
his  readiness  to  grant  them  a  safe  conduct  for  their  return. 
This  boon  was  all  that  they  now  wished  to  claim  ;  and 

"  Kin^  Richard  spake  to  a*  old  maa, 

'  Wemlcfl  bome  to  your  Soadaa ! 

His  mclancboly  that  ye  abate ; 

And  says  tkat  ye  came  too  late. 

Too  slowly  was  your  time  y-guessed  3 

Ere  ye  came,  the  flesh  was  dressed, 

That  men  sboalden  serve  with  me, 

Thus  at  noon,  and  my  mevnie. 

Say  him,  it  shall  him  uoug^ht  avail, 

Thiourh  he  for*  bar  us  our  vitail. 

Bread,  wine,  fish,  fleshy  salmon  and  conger } 

Of  OS  none  shaH  die  with  hunger, 

While  we  may  weden  to  fight^ 

And  »\ikv  (he  Saracens  downright, 

Wash  the  fle»h,  and  roast  the  mmU 

With  oe*  Saracen  I  may  well  feed 

Well  a  nine  or  a  tea 

Of  my  i^oud  Christian  men. 

King  Rirbard  shall  i»arrant. 

There  is  no  flesh  so  noui  is»ant 

Unto  an  English  man, 

Partridge,  plover,  heron,  ne  swan, 

Cow  no  ox,  sheep  ne  swine. 

As  the  head  cf  a  Sarasyn. 

There  he  is  fiit,  and  thereto  tender, 

And  my  men  be  lean  and  slender 

While  any  Saracen  quirk  be, 


Livand 
hot  roe 


now  in  this  Syrie, 
ifiii 


meat  will  we  nothing  care. 
Aboutea  fast  we  shall  fare, 
And  every  day  we  shall  eat 
All  so  many  as  we  may  g«*t.  ' 

To  England  will  we  nougiit  gon, 
Till  Ihcjr  be  eaten  every  one?  " 

Ellis's  Specimens  of  Early  EngHth  Meineal 
Romances f  vol.  it.  p.  136. 

'  The  reader  may  be  curious  to  know  owing  to  what 
circumstances  so  extraordinary  an  invention  as  that  which 
imputed  cannibalism  to  the  King  of  England,  should  have 
/bund  its  way  into  hb  history.  Mr.  James,  to  whom  we 
owe  so  much  that  is  curious,  seems  to  have  traced  tlie 
origin  of  this  extraordinary  rumour.  ^ 

'""■'  ♦On©.  " 

I      ¥OL.  ii. 
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<'  With  the  army  of  tlie  cross  also  was  a  multitude  of 
men,"  the  same  author  declares,  <^  who  made  it  a  pro- 
fession to  be  without  money ;  they  walked  barefoot, 
carried  no  arms,  and  even  preceded  Uie  beasts  of  burden 
in  their  march,  living  upon  roots  and  herbs,  and  present- 
ing a  spectacle  botli  disgusting  and  pitiable. 

'^  A  Norman,  who  according  to  all  accounts  was  of 
noble  birth,  but  who,  having  lost  his  horse,  continued  to 
follow  as  a  foot  soldier,  took  the  strange  resolution  of 
putting  himself  at  the  head  of  this  race  of  vagabonds, 
who  willingly  received  him  as  their  king.  Amongst  the 
Saracens  tliese  men  became  well-known  under  thu  naine 
of  Thafurs,  (which  Guibert  translates  Trudenies^)  and 
were  beheld  with  groat  horror  from  the  general  per- 
suasion that  tlicy  fed  on  the  dead  bodies  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  a  report  which  was  occasionally  justified,  and 
which  the  king  of  the  Thafurs.  took  care  to  encourage. 
Tills  respectable  monarch  was  frequently  in  the  habit  of 
stopping  his  followers,  one  by  one,  in  a  narrow  defile, 
and  of  causing  them  to  be  searched  carefully,  lest  the 
possession  of  the  least  sum  of  money  should  render  thera 
unworthy  of  the  name  of  his  subjects.  If  even  two 
sous  were  found  upon  any  one,  he  was  instantly  expelled 
the  society  of  his  tribe,  the  king  bidding  him  contemptu- 
ously buy  arms  and  fight. 

"  This  troop,  so  far  from  being  cumbersome  to  the 
army,  was  infinitely  serviceable,  carrying  burdens,  bring- 
in  ej  in  forage,  provisions,  and  tribute ;  working  the  ma- 
chines in  the  sieves,  and,  above  all,  spreading  consterna- 
tion amon.'jj  tlie  Turks,  who  feared  death  from  the  lancet 
of  the  knights  less  than  that  further  consimnnation  i!:cy 
heard  of  under  the  teeth  of  the  Thafiirs."* 

It  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  an  ignorant  minstrel,  find- 
ing the  taste  and  ferocity  of  the  Thafurs  commemorated 
in  tlie  historical  accounts  of  the  Holy  wars,  has  ascribed 
their  practices  and  propensities  to  the  Monarch  of  £ng» 
Jand,  whose  ferocity  was  considered  as  an  object  of  ex- 
BfTircmUon  as  lc2;iluw\\e  ^sls  \v«  ^raAovvt. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

-Tbey^too  retired 


To  the  wildcrneit,  but  'twas  with  arms. 

Paradm  Regained, 

The  burning  sun  of  Syria  had  not  yet  attained  its 
highest  point  in  the  horizon,  when  a  knight  of  tlie  Red*' 
cross,  who  had  left  his  distant  northern  home,  and  join- 
ed the  host  of  tlie  crusaders  in  Palestine,  was  pacing 
slowly  dong  the  sandy  deserts  which  lie  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Dead  Sea,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  Lake  Asphal-* 
tites,  where  the  waves  of  the  Jordan  pour  themselves 
into  an  inland  sea,  from  which  tlierc  is  no  discharge  of 
waters. 

The  warlike  pilgrim  bad  toiled  among  cliffs  and  preci- 
pices during  the  earlier  part  of  the  morning ;  more 
lately,  issuing  from  those  rocky  and  dangerous  defiles, 
he'  bad  entered  upon  that  great  plain,  where  the  ac- 
cursed cities  provoked,  in  ancient  days,  the  direct  and 
dreadful  vengeance  of  the  Omnipotent. 

TThe  toil,  &e  thirst,  the  dangers  of  the  way,  were  for 
gotlen,  as  die  traveller  recalled  the  fearful  catastrophe, 
which  had  converted  into  an  arid  and  d\sti\?\  m^^^\ti%.^ 
ibe  fair  and  fertile  valley  of  Siddim,  oucc  VJ^  'w^Vcx^^ 
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even  Qs  the  Garden  of  the  Lord,  now  a  parched  tod 
blifi;l)lcH  waste,  condemned  to  eternal  sterility. 

Crossing  himself,  as  he  viewed  the  dark  mass  of  roIU 
ing  naturs,  in  rolonr  as  in  quality  iinltke  those  of  ererf 
other  lake,  the  traveller  shuddered  as  he  remembered, 
tlint  bcnenih  tln-ac  sluggish  waves  lay  the  onre  proud 
( ilies  of  the  pinii),  whose  grave  was  dug  by  the  thun- 
der of  the  hcavcnn,  or  the  eniption  of  subterraneous 
lire,  and  ivhow  reninins  were  hid,  even  by  that  sea  whirli 
Itolits  no  liiiiig  fish  in  its  bosom,  hoars  no  skiff  on  its 
nurfaco,  nnd,  as  if  its  own  dreadful  bed  were  the  only 
lit  recejiinrle  for  its  snllen  waters,  sends  not,  like  other 
lakes,  a  tribute  to  the  ocean.  The  wliolc  land  around, 
as  in  the  d:iys  of  Muses,  was  "  brimstone  and  salt ;  it 
is  not  sown,  nor  bcarrth,  nor  any  grass  groweili  tliercon  ;" 
the  limi]  as  wpH  as  the  Inke  might  he  termed  dead,  as 
pnxluring  nothing  hnving  resemblance  to  vegetation,  and 
ei'cn  tlie  very  air  was  entirely  devoid  of  its  ordinarj- 
winged  inhnbitanis,  deterred  probsbly  by  the  odour  of 
liitnmcn  and  sulphur  w)iirh  the  burning  sun  exhaled 
from  the  waters  of  the  lake,  in  steaming  elouds,  fre- 
f)nGntty  assuming  the  appearanrc  of  water-spouts.  Mas- 
ties  of  the  slimy  and  sulphureous  substance  called  naph- 
tha,  which  floated  idly  on  tlie  sluggish  aiid  suUen  waves, 
supplied  tiiosc  rolling  clouds  with  new  vapours,  and 
afforded  awful  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  Mosaic  his- 
tory. 

Upon  this  scene  of  desolation  the  sun  shone  with  almost 
intolerable  splendour,  and  all  living  nature  seemed  to  have 
hidtlen  itself  from  the  rays,  excepting  the  solitary  (igure 
whicli  niovefl  (hrough  the  flitting  sand  at  a  foot's  pace, 
and  appu.ired  the  sole  breathing  thing  on  the  wide  surface 
of  the  iiluiii.  The  dress  of  the  Hdur,  and  the  accoutre- 
ments of  his  horse,  were  peculiarly  unfit  for  the  traveller 
in  such  a  country.  A  coal  of  linked  mail,  with  long 
alceves,  |ilated  gauntlcu,  and  a  steel  breastplate,  had  boi 
been  esteemed  a  sufBcieni  weight  of  armour;  there  was 
also  his  triangular  shield  sua^Qd«d  rauad  his  neck,  and  In 
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barred  helmet  of  steel,  over  which  he  had  a  hood  and 
collar  of  mail,  which  was  drawn  around  tlie  warrior's 
shoulders  and  tliroat,  and  filled  up  the  vacancy  between 
the  hauberk  and  tlic  head-piece.  His  lower  limbs  were 
sheathed,  Uke  his  body,  in  flexible  mail,  securing  tlie 
legs  and  thighs,  while  the  feet  rested  m  plated  shoes, 
which  corresponded  with  die  gauntlets.  A  long,  broad, 
straigiit-sliaped,  double-edged  falchion,  with  a  handle 
formed  Uke  a  cross,  corresponded  widi  a  stout  poniard 
on  the  other  side.  The  Knight  also  bore  secured  to  his 
saddle  with  one  end  resting  on  hb  stirrup,  the  long  steel- 
headed  lance,  his  own  proper  weapon,  which,  as  he  rode, 
projected  backwards,  and  displayed  its  little  pennoncellc, 
to  dally  with  the  faint  breeze,  or  drop  in  the  dead  calm; 
To  this  cumbrous  equipment  must  be  added  a  surcoat  of 
embroidered  cloth,  much  frayed  and  worn,  which  was 
thus  far  useful,  tliat  it  excluded  the  burning  rays  of  the 
sun  from  tlie  armour,  which  they  would  otiierwise  have 
rendered  intolerable  to  tlie  wearer.  The  surcoat  bore, 
in  several  places,  the  arms  of  the  owner,  although  much 
defaced.  These  seemed  to  be  a  courhant  leopard,  with 
the  motto,  "  I  sleep — wake  me  not."  An  outline  of  the 
same  device  might  be  traced  on  his  shield,  tliougli 
many  a  blow  had  almost  effaced  tlie  painting.  The  flat 
top  of  his  cumbrous  cylindrical  helmet  was  unadorned 
with  any  crest.  In  retaining  dicir  own  unwieldy  defen- 
sive armour,  the  nortlmm  crusaders  seemed  to  set  at  de- 
fiance the  nature  of  the  climate  and  countiy  to  which 
they  were  come  to  war. 

The  accoutrements  of  the  horse  were  scarcely  less 
massive  and  unwieldy  than  those  of  the  rider.  The  an- 
imal had  a  heavy  saddle  plated  with  steel,  uniting  in 
front  with  a  species  of  breast-plate,  and  behind  with  de- 
fensive armour  made  to  cover  tlie  loins.  Then  there 
was  a  steel  axe,  or  hammer,  called  a  mace-of-arms,  and 
which  hung  to  the  saddle-bow ;  the  reins  were  secured 
bjr  chain-work,  and  tlie  front-stall  of  the  bridle  was  a 
steel  plate,  witli  apertures  for  the  eyes  ;slw&  \\<^%Vt^*s>% 
J*     VOL,  n. 
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faaving  ID  the  midst  a  short  sharp  pike,  projecting  fron 
the  forehead  of  tlie  horse  like  the  hom  of  (he  fibuloiu 
unicorn. 

But  habit  had  made  the  endurance  of  this  knd  of 
panoply  &  second  nature,  hoth  to  the  knight  and  his  gal- 
lant charger.  Numbers,  indeed,  of  the  western  nar- 
Horswho  hurried  to  Palestine,  died  ere  they  became  in- 
ured to  tlic  burning  chmate;  but  there  vrere  othcnto  - 
frhom  that  climate  became  Innocent  and  even  friendly, 
and  among  this  fortunate  number  was  the  solitary  horse- 
man who  now  traversed  (he  border  of  the  Dead  Sea. 

Nature,  which  cast  his  limbs  in  a  mould  of  uncam- 
ttion  strength,  fitted  to  wear  bis  linked  hauberk  nith  u 
much  ease  as  if  the  meshes  had  been  formed  of  cob- 
webs, had  endowed  him  with  a  constitution  as^  strong  as 
his  limbs,  and  which  bade  defiance  to  almost  all  changes 
of  climate,  a^  well  as  to  fatigue  and  privations  of  every 
kind.  His  disposition  seemed,  in  some  degree,  to  partake 
of  the  qualities  of  his  bodily  frame  ;  and  as  the  one  posses- 
sed great  strength  and  endurance,  united  with  the  poner 
of  violent  exertion,  the  other,  under  a  calm  and  undis- 
turbed semhlance,  had  much  of  the  fiery  and  enthuslns- 
llc  love  of  glory  which  constituted  tlie  principal  attribute 
of  the  renowned  Norman  line,  and  had  rendered  them 
•overcigns  in  every  comer  of  Europe,  where  tlicy  had 
drawn  their  adventurous  swords. 

It  was  not,  however,  to  all  the  race  that  fortune  pro- 
posed such  tempting  rewards ;  and  those  obtained  by  the 
solitary  knight  during  ttvo  years  campaign  in  Palestine, 
had  been  only  temporal  fame,  and,  as  he  was  taught  to  - 
believe,  spiritual  privileges.  Meantime,  bis  slender  stock 
of  money  had  melted  away,  the  rather  that  he  did  not 
pursue  any  of  the  ordinary  modes  by  which  the  follow- 
ers of  the  crusade  condescended  to  recruit  their  dimin- 
ished resources,  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  Pales- 
line  ;  he  exacted  no  glfls  from  the  wretched  natives  lor 
(■paring  their  possessions  when  engaged  in  warfare  with  ibe 
iSaracens,and  he  had  not  availed  himself  of  anyopporlant> 
^  o/"  en  rich  ing  himself  by  l\\etanwKfto\^reBo»rinS«Q^ 
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Beqiienco.  Hie  small  train  which  had  follotFed  him  from 
his  native  country,  had  been  gradually  diiiiinislicd,  as  the 
means  of  maintaining  them  disappeared,  and  bis  own  re- 
maining squire  was  at  present  on  a  sick-bed,  and  unable 
to  attend  his  roaster,  who  travelled,  as  we  have  seen, 
singly  and  alone.  This  was  of  little  consequence  to  the 
crusader,  who  was  accustomed  to  consider  his  good 
sword  as  his  safest  escort,  and  devout  tliouglits  as  his  best 


and  repose,  even  on  the  iron  frajnc  and  patient  dis|)osilioii 
of  the  Kni2;ht  of  the  Sleeping  Leopard  ;  and  at  noon, 
when  the  Dead  Sea  lay  at  some  distance  on  his  right,  he 
joyfully  hailed  the  sight  of  two  or  three  pnlni-irecs,  which 
arose  beside  the  well  wJiicli  was  ossigncd  fur  his  mid-day 
station.  His  good  horse,  too,  which  had  plodded  for- 
ward with  tlie  steady  endurance  of  his  roaster,  now  lifted 
liis  head,  expanded  his  nostrils,  and  quickened  his  pace, 
as  if  he  snulled  afar  off  the  living  waters,  which  marked 
the  plai:e  of  repose  and  refreshment.  But  luhoiir  and 
daniier  were  doomed  to  Intervene  ere  the  horse  or  horse- 
man reai"hed  ilie  dciired  spot. 

As  the  Knight  of  the  Couchant  LcopanI  continu- 
ed to  fix  his  eyes  attentively  on  the  yet  distant  clus- 
ter of  pahn-trecs,  it  seemed  to  him  as  if  some  ohject 
was  moving  among  ihcm.  The  distant  form  separat- 
ed itself  from  the  trees,  which  partly  hid  its  motions, 
and  advanced  towards  the  knight  with  a  speed  which  soon 
showed  a  mounted  horseman,  whom  his  tnrlmn,  long 
spear,  and  green  cnflan  floating  in  the  wind,  on  his  nearer 
approach,  showed  to  be  a  Saracen  cavalier.  "In  the 
desert,"  saith  an  Eastern  proverb,  "  no  man  meets  a 
friend."  The  crusader  was  totally  indifferent  whether 
the  infidel,  who  now  approached  on  his  gallant  barb,  as 
if  borne  on  the  wings  of  an  eagle,  came  ns  friend  or  foe 
— ^Krbaps.  as  a  vowed  champion  of  the  Cross,  he  niight 
rather  have  preferred  the  latter.  He  disengaged  his 
lance  from  his  saddle,  seized  it  with  (he  ri^it  l\!uv<i,\>\i^^^& 
it  in  real  miii  its  point  half  elevated,  g&the"  '*  ^<^vga 
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in  the  left,  waked  his  horse's  mettle  with  the  spur,  ud 
prepared  to  encounter  the  stranger  with  the  calm  self- 
confidence,  belonging  to  the  victor  in  many  umtests. 

The  Saracen  came  on  at  the  speedy  gallop  of  an  Arab 
horseman,  manBging  bis  steed  more  by  his  limbs,  and  the 
inflection  of  his  body,  than  by  any  use  of  the  reins, 
which  hung  loose  in  his  left  hand  ;  so  that  he  was  en- 
abled to  wield  the  light  round  buckler  of  the  skin  of  the 
rhinoceros,  ornamented  with  silver  loops,  whidi  be  wore 
on  his  arm,  swinging  it  as  if  he  meant  lo  oppose  its  slen- 
der circle  to  the  formidable  thrust  of  the  western  lanre. 
His  own  long  spear  was  not  couched  or  levelled  like  that 
of  his  antagonist,  but  grasped  by  the  middle  with  hii 
right  hand,  and  brandished  at  arm's  length  above  bis 
head.  As  the  cavalier  approached  his  enemy  at  full  ca* 
reer,  he  seemed  to  expect  tliat  tlie  Knigbl  of  tlie  Leop- 
ard  should  put  his  horse  to  the  gallop  to  encounter  him. 
Rut  the  Christian  knight,  well  acquainted  witli  the  cus- 
toms of  Eastern  warriors,  did  not  mean  to  exhaust  his 
good  horse  by  any  unnecessary  exertion;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  made  a  dead  hall,  confident  that  if  the  enemy 
advanced  to  the  actual  shock,  his  own  weight,  and  tliat 
of  his  powerful  charger,  would  give  him  sufficient  ad- 
vantage, witliout  tlie  additional  momcnlum  of  rapid 
motion.  Equally  sensible  and  apprehensive  of  such  a 
probable  result,  the  Saracen  cavalier,  when  he  had  ap- 
proached towards  the  Christian  within  twice  the  length 
of  Ills  lance,  wheeled  his  steed  to  the  leli  witli  inimitable 
dcxisrily,  and  rode  twice  around  his  antagonist,  wl», 
turning  without  quitting  his  ground,  and  presenting  his 
front  constantly  to  his  enomy,  frustrated  his  attempts  to 
attack  him  on  an  unguarded  point ;  so  tliat  the  Saracen, 
wheeling  his  horse,  was  fain  to  retreat  to  the  distance  of 
an  hundred  yards.  A  second  time,  like  a  hawk  attack- 
ingaheron, the  heathen  renewed  tlie  charge,  and  a  second 
time  was  fain  to  retreat  without  coming  to  a  close  struggle. 
A  tliird  time  he  approached  in  the  same  manner,  when 
the  CJiristion  knight,  desirous  to  terminate  this  illuaorf 
warfare,  in  which  hcin'i^Uv  av\ewi>JftWNfc\iftiiw>s\sta«* 
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by  die  activity  of  his  focman,  suddenly  seized  die  mace 
which  liung  at  his  saddle-bow,  and,  with  a  strong  hand 
and  unerring  aim,  hurled  it  against  the  head  of  the  Emir, 
for  such  and  not  less  his  enemy  appeared.  The  Saracen 
was  just  aware  of  the  formidable  missile  in  time  to  inter- 
pose his  light  buckler  betwixt  the  mace  and  his  head  ; 
hut  the  violence  of  the  blow  forced  the  buckler  down  on 
his  turban,  and  thouirh  thiit  defence  also  contributed  to 
deaden  iis  violence,  the  Saracen  was  beaten  from  his 
horso.  Ere  ihe  Christinn  could  avail  hhnself  of  ihis 
inishnp,  his  nimble  foemnn  sprung  from  the  ground,  and, 
calling  on  his  steed,  which  instantly  relumed  to  his  side, 
ho  leaped  into  his  seat  without  touching  the  stirnip,  and  re- 
gained all  the  advantage  of  which  the  Knight  of  the  I  jeo- 
pard hoped  to  deprive  him.  liut  the  latter  had  in  the 
meanwhile  recovered  his  mace,  and  the  Eastern  cavalier, 
who  remembered  the  strength  and  dexterity  with  which 
his  aiTtagonist  had  aimed  it,  seemed  to  keep  cautiously  out 
of  reach  of  that  weapon,  of  which  he  had  so  lately  felt  the 
force ;  while  he  showed  his  purpose  of  waging  a  distant 
warfare  wi-h  missile  weapons  of  his  own.  Planting  his 
long  sj>ear  in  the  sand  at  a  distance  from  the  scene  of 
combat,  he  strung  with  great  address  a  short  bow,  which 
he  carried  at  his  back,  and  putting  his  horse  to  the  gallop, 
once  more  described  two  or  three  circles  of  a  wider  ex- 
tent than  formerly,  in  the  course  of  which  he  discharged 
six  arrows  at  the  Christian  with  such  unerring  skill,  that 
the  goodness  of  his  harness  alone  saved  him  from  being 
wotiiided  in  as  many  places.  The  seventh  shaft  appar- 
ently found  a  less  perfect  part  of  the  armour,  and  the 
C*liristian  dropped  heavily  from  his  horse.  But  what  was 
the  surprise  of  the  Saracen,  when,  dismounting  to  ex- 
amine the  condition  of  his  prostrate  enemy,  he  found 
hunself  suddenly  within  the  grasp  of  the  European,  who 
liad  had  recourse  to  this  artifice  to  bring  his  enemy  with- 
in his  reach  !  Even  in  this  dpadly  grapple,  the  Saracen 
was  saved  by  his  agjlity  and  presence  of  mind.  He  wvi- 
loosed  the  sword-beif,  in  which  the  Kn\g\Al  %\  \\\e  \-iK^o^ 
ard  had  Gxed  his  Iwld,  and  ^  Vvvs  (^V^sX  ^t^iS^ 
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mounted  his  horse,  nhlch  seemed  to  watch  his  motions 
with  the  intelligence  of  a  humsn  being,  and  again  rode 
off.  But  in  the  last  encounter  the  Saracen  bad  k>st  his 
sword  nud  his  quiver  of  arrows,  both  of  nbicfa  were  at- 
tached to  the  girdle,  which  he  was  obliged  to  abandon. 
He  had  also  lost  bis  turban  in  the  struggle.  These  difr- 
adraotages  seemed  to  incUae  the  Moslem  to  a  truce :  He 
approached  the  Christian  wiili  his  right  hand  extended, 
but  DO  longer  in  a  menacing  attitude. 

"  There  is  truce  betwixt  our  nations,"  he  said,  in  the 
lingua  franca  commonly  used  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
munication with  the  crusaders ;  "  wherefore  should  there 
be  war  betwixt  thee  and  me  ? — Let  there  be  peace  be- 
twixt us." 

"  I  am  well  contented,"  ansnered  he  of  the  Couchant 
Leopard  ;  "  but  what  security  dost  thou  ofier  that  tbou 
wilt  observe  the  truce  ?" 

"  The  word  of  a  follower  of  the  Prophet  was  never 
broken,"  answered  the  Emir.  "  It  is  tbou,  brave  Naza- 
renc,  from  whom  I  should  demand  security ,did  I  not  know 
that  treason  seldom  dwells  with  courage." 

The  crusader  felt,  that  the  conlidence  of  the  Moslem 
made  him  ashamed  of  his  own  doubts. 

"  By  the  cross  of  my  sword,"  he  said,  laying  his  hand 
on  the  weapon  as  he  spoke,  "  I  will  be  true  companiim 
to  thee,  Saracen,  while  our  fortune  wills  that  we  remain 
in  company  together." 

"  By  Mohammed,  Prophet  of  God,  and  by  Allali,  God 
of  the  Prophet,"  replied  his  laie  foeman,  "  there  is  not 
treachery  in  my  heart  towards  thee.  And  now  wend  we 
to  yonder  fountain,  for  the  hour  of  rest  is  at  hand,  and 
the  stream  had  hardly  touched  my  lip  when  I  was  called 
to  battle  by  thy  approach." 

The  Knight  of  the  Couchant  Leopard  yielded  a  ready 
and  courteous  assent ;  and  tlie  late  foes,  without  an  angry 
look  or  gesture  of  doubt^  ivde  side  by  ude  to  the  littM 
cluster  of  palm-trees. 
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CHAPTER  U. 


Times  of  danger  have  always,  and  in  a  peculiar  de- 
gree, their  aeasoos  of  good-will  and  of  security  ;  and 
this  was  particularly  so  in  the  ancient  feudal  ages,  in 
which,  as  the  manners  of  the  period  had  assigned  wor 
to  be  the  chief  and  most  worthy  occupation  of  mankind, 
the  intervals  of  peace,  or  rather  of  truce,  were  highly 
relished  by  those  warriors  to  whom  they  were  seldom 
granted,  and  endeared  by  the  very  circumstances  which 
rendered  them  transitory.  It  is  not  worth  while  pre- 
serving any  permanent  enmity  against  a  foe,  whom  a 
champion  lias  fouglit  with  to-day,  and  may  again  stand 
in  bloody  opposition  to  on  the  next  morning.  The  time 
and  situation  afforded  so  much  room  for  the  ebullition 
of  violent  passions,  that  men,  unless  when  peculiarly 
opposed  to  each  other,  or  provoked  by  the  recollection 
of  private  and  individual  wrongs,  cheerfully  enjoyed  in 
each  others  society  the  brief  intervals  of  pacidc  inter' 
course,  which  a  warlike  life  admitted. 

The  distinction  of  religions,  nay,  the  fanatical  zeal 
which  animated  the  followers  of  the  Cross  and  of  the 
Crescent  against  each  other,  was  much  softened  by  a 
feeling  so  natural  to  generous  combatants,  and  especially 
clierished  by  the  spirit  of  chivalry.  This  last  strong 
impulse  had  extended  itself  gradually  from  the  Chris- 
tians to  tlicir  mortal  enemies  the  Saracens,  both  of  Spain 
and  of  Palestine.  The  latter  were  indeed  no  longer  the 
fiinatical  savages,  who  had  burst  from  the  centre  of  Ara- 
bian deserts,  with  the  sabre  in  one  hand,  and  the 
Koran  in  tiie  other,  to  inflict  death  or  the  faith  of  Ma- 
hommed,  or,  at  the  best,  slavery  and  tribute,  upon  all 
who  dared  to  oppose  the  belief  of  the  prophet  of  Meo- 
ca.  '  Tlcse  Bltemaiives  Indeed  had  been  afCctt^A  ^Ii  '^nn 
unwarlika  Creeks  and  Syrians  *,  bul'm  cAacu^vv.^'^^^ 
"*  '  '     ,  animated  by  a.  icsX  ^a  ^«^  ^ 
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their  own,  and  possessed  of  as  unconquerable  courage, 
address,  and  success  in  arms,  the  Saracens  graduallj 
caughi  a  part  of  their  manners,  and  especially  of  those 
chivalrous  observances,  which  were  so  well  calculalM 
to  cbarm  the  minds  of  a  proud  and  conquering  people. 
They  had  their  tournaments  and  games  of  cbirahj ; 
they  had  even  their  koights,  or  some  rank  analogous  ; 
and  above  all,  the  Saracens  observed  their  pligbled  faith 
with  an  accuracy  which  might  sometimes  put  to  shame 
those  who  owned  a  better  religion.  Tlieir  truces, 
whetlier  national  or  betwixt  individuals,  were'  faithfully 
observed  ;  and  thus  it  was,  that  war,  in  itself  perhaps 
the  greatest  of  evils,  yet  gave  occasion  for  display  of 
good  faith,  generosity,  clemency,  and  even  kindly  aSec- 
Itons,  which  less  frequently  occur  in  miHe  tranquil  peri- 
odn,  where  the  passions  of  men,  experiencing  wrongs 
or  entcrt.iiuiiig  qunrrols  tvhich  cannot  be  brou^it  In 
instant  decision,  ure  apt  In  smotilder  for  a  lcns;ih  of  time 
in  the  boivins  of  those  wlio  are  so  unhappy  as  to  be  ilitir 
prey. 

It  was  under  the  Inlluonrc  of  these  niildtY  fiulin^s, 
which  soften  ilic  liorrors  of  warfare,  that  the  Christian 
and  Saracen,  who  had  so  lately  done  their  best  for  each 
otlier's  mutual  destruction,  rode  at  a  slow  pace  towards 
the  fountain  of  palm-trees,  to  which  the  Knight  of  the 
Couchant  Leop.ird  )iad  been  tending,  when  mlerrupted 
in  mid-passage  by  his  fleet  and  dangerous  adversary. 
Each  WHS  wrapt  for  some  time  in  his  own  reflections, 
and  took  breatJi  after  an  encounter  which  had  tlireatcned 
to  be  fatal  to  one  or  both  ;  and  their  good  horses  seem- 
ed no  less  to  enjoy  the  interval  of  repose.  That  of  the 
Saracen,  however,  though  he  had  been  forced  into  much 
tlie  more  violent  and  extended  sphere  of  motion,  ap- 
peared to  have  suffered  less  from  fatigue  than  the  charg' 
er  of  the  European  knight.  The  sweat  hung  still  ctani-  « 
my  on  tlie  IJmbs  of  the  last,  when  those  of  tho  luihls 
Arab  were  completely  dried  by  tho  interval  of  IraSqiiil 
exercise,  all  saving  ihe  tomn-ftaLVcs  viXwcVi  'w^te  uill 
tisiblo  on  JiJs  bridle  and  bouan^s.    Tac  W«tt  «&,  «^ 
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which  he  trod  so  much  augmented  the  distress  of  the 
Christian's  horse,  heavily  loaded  by  his  owd  armour  and 
the  weight  of  hia  rider,  that  the  latter  jumped  from  his 
saddle,  and  led  his  charger  along  the  deep  dust  of  the 
loamy  soil,  which  was  burnt  in  the  sun  into  a  substance 
more  impalpable  than  the  finest  sand,  and  thus  gave  the 
faitliful  horse  refreshment  at  the  expense  of  his  own  ad- 
ditional toil ;  for,  iron-sheathed  as  he  was,  he  sunk  over 
the  mailed  shoes  at  every  step  which  he  placed  on  a 
surface  so  light  and  unresisting. 

"You  are  right,"  said  tlie  Saracen;  and  it  was  tha 
first  word  that  either  had  spoken  since  their  truce  was 
(.-oiicluded, — "  yonr  strong  horse  deserves  your  care  ;  hut 
uliat  do  you  in  the  desert  wtdi  an  animal,  whicli  sinks 
over  the  fetlock  at  every  stop,  as  if  ho  would  plant  each 
foot  deep  as  the  root  of  a  date-tree  ?" 

"  Thou  speakest  rightly,  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian 
knight,  not  delighted  at  the  tone  with  which  the  in6del 
criticized  his  favourite  horse, — "  rightly,  according  to  thy 
knowledge  and  observation.  Hut  my  good  horse  hath 
ere  now  borne  me,  in  mine  own  land,  over  as  wide  n  lake 
as  thou  scest  yonder  spread  out  behind  us,  yet  not  wet 
one  hair  above  his  hoof." 

The  Saracen  looked  at  him  with  as  much  surprise  as 
his  manners  permitted  him  lo  testify,  which  was  only  ex- 
pressed l>y  a  slight  approach  to  a  disdainful  smile,  that 
iinrdly  curled  jierecptlbly  the  broair  thick  mustache  which 
cuvulnpcd  Ills  upper  lip. 

"  It  is  justly  spoken,"  he  said,  instantly  composhig 
himself  to  his  usual  serene  gravity. — "  list  to  a  Frajik, 
and  bear  a  fable." 

"  Thou  art  not  courteous,  misbeliever,"  reph^d  tlie 
cruiiadcr,  "  lo  doubt  ilie  word  of  3  dubbed  knight ;  and 
were  it  not  that  thou  speakest  in  ignorance,  and  not  in 
^nalice,  onr  truce  bad  Its  ending  ere  it  is  well  begun. 
Thtukest  thou  I  tell  liioe  an  untruth,  when  I  say  that  I, 
one  of  five  Inmdred  horsemen,  armed  in  co«\'pV«;\'i  VL»*i, 
3     rob.  11, 
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have  ridden — ay,  and  ridden  for  miles,  upon  water  as 
solid  as  the  crystal,  and  ten  times  less  brittle  ?** 

"  What  would'st  thou  tell  me  f "  answered  the  Mos- 
lem ;  ^'  yonder  inland  sea  thou  dost  point  at  is  peculiar 
in  this,  that,  by  the  especial  curse  of  God,  it  suffereth 
nothing  to  sink  in  its  waves,  but  wafts  them  away,  and 
casts  them  on  its  margin ;  but  neitlier  the  Dead  Sea,  nor 
any  of  the  seven  oceans  which  environ  the  earth,  will 
endure  on  their  surface  the  pressure  of  a  horse's  foot, 
more  than  the  Red  Sea  endured  to  sustain  the  advance 
of  Pharaoh  and  his  host." 

^'  You  speak  truth  after  your  knowledge,  Saracen,"  said 
tlie  Christian  knight ;  '<  and  yet,  trust  me,  I  fable  not  ac- 
cording to  mine.  Heat,  in  this  climate,  converts  the  soil 
into  something  almost  as  unstable  as  water ;  and  in  my  land 
col  1  often  converts  the  water  itself  into  a  substance  as 
hard  as  rock.  Let  us  speak  of  this  no  longer  ;  for  the 
thoughts  of  the  calm,  clear,  blue  refulgence  of  a  winter's 
lake,  glimmering  to  stars  and  moonbeam,  aggravate  the 
horrors  of  tliis  fiery  desert,  where,  methinks,  the  very 
air  which  we  breathe  is  like  tlic  vapour  of  a  fiery  fur- 
nace seven  limes  heated." 

The  Saracen  looked  on  hiui  with  some  attention,  as 
if  to  discover  in  what  sense  he  was  to  understand  words, 
which,  to  him,  must  have  appeared  eitlier  to  contain 
sometliing  of  mystery,  or  of  imposition.  At  length  he 
seemed  determined  in  what  manner  to  receive  tlie  lan- 
guage of  his  new  companion. 

"  You  arc,"  he  said,  "  of  a  nation  that  loves  to  laugh, 
and  you  make  sport  with  yourselves,  and  witli  otliers, 
by  telling  wliat  is  impossible,  and  reporting  what  never 
chancc^d.  Thou  art  one  of  tlie  knights  of  France,  who 
hold  it  for  glee  and  pastime  to  gaby*  as  they  terra  it,  of 
exploits  that  arc  beyond  human  power.  I  were  wrong 
to  challenge,  for  the  time,  die  privilege  of  thy  spcccl% 
since  boasting  is  more  natural  to  thee  than  trutli." 

•  fra^er.    TTiis  French  wot  A  *\i;;iw^eA%iiMV«iX*\««VtMaRK  wed 
French  chivalrv.  whit-h  consists 'm\v\t\iW\\Vv  r*t\v  c^Vm  W 
mim  rr.inaiiiic'5niC"iia«W*.     TWe  xct\i  5xw\  >^«  wi^awwi^ 
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**  I  nm  not  of  their  land,  neither  of  their  fashion/' 
9i\ul  the  Knielif ,  *'  which  is,  as  thou  well  sayest,  to  giA 
of  tliat  which  they  dare  not  undertake,  or  undertaking 
c-annot  perfect.  But  in  this  I  have  imitated  their  folly, 
brave  Saracen,  that  in  talking  to  thee  of  what  thou 
can'st  not  comprehend,  I  have,  even  in  speaking  most 
simple  truth,  fully  incurred  tlie  character  of  a  braggart 
in  thy  eyes ;  so,  I  pray  you,  let  my  words  pass." 

They  had  how  arrived  at  the  knot  of  palm-trees,  and 
the  fountain  wliich  welled  out  from  beneath  their  shade 
in  sparkling  profusion. 

We  have  sj)oken  of  a  moment  of  truce  in  tlie  midst  of 
war ;  and  this,  a  s|X)t  of  beauty  in  the  midst  of  a  ster- 
ile desert,  was  scarce  less  dear  to  the  imagination.  It 
was  a  scene  which,  perhaps,  would  elsewhere  have  de- 
served little  notice  ;  but  as  the  single  speck,  in  a  bound- 
less horizon,  which  promised  the  refreshment  of  shade 
and  living  water,  these  blessings,  held  cheap  where  tliey 
arc  common,  rendered  the  fountain  and  its  neighbour- 
hood a  little  paradise.  Some  generous  or  charitable 
hand,  ere  yet  the  evil  days  of  Palestine  began,  had  wall- 
ed in  and  arched  over  the  fountain,  to  preser>'e  it  from 
l>eiug  absorbed  in  the  earth,  or  choked  by  the  flitting 
c  louds  of  dust  with  which  the  least  breath  of  wind  cov- 
ered the  desert.  The  arch  was  now  broken,  and  partly 
ruinous ;  but  it  still  so  far  projected  over,  and  covered 
in  tlie  fountain,  that  it  excluded  the  sun  in  a  great  mea- 
Mire  from  its  waters,  which,  hardly  touched  by  a  strag- 
gling beam,  while  all  around  was  blazing,  lay  in  a  steady 
repose,  alike  delightful  to  the  eye  and  the  imagination. 
Stealing  from  under  the  arch,  Uiey  were  first  received 
in  a  marble  basin,  much  defaced  indeed,  but  still  cheer- 
ing the  eye,  by  showing  that  the  place  was  anciently  con- 
sidered as  a  station,  lliat  the  hand  of  man  had  been  there, 

^nd  tliat  man's  accommodation  had  been  in  some  mea- 
sure attended  to.     The  diirsty  and  weary  traveller  was 
reminded  by  these  si^ns,  that  others  \\ad  svySctc^l  ^\v»v- 
hr  di/Scuhles,  rcfxtsed  in  (he  same  s|>ot,  auA^  d^oviE^^e^n^^ 

Jbamt  ibeir  way  in  safety  to  a  more   fetViXe   covxvXrj 
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Again,  the  scarce  visible  current  which  escaped  ftom 
the  ba.sin,  served  to  nourish  the  few  trees  which  sa^ 
rounded  ihc  rountain,  and  where  it  sunk  into  the  ground 
and  disappeared,  it3  refresliing  presence  was  acknow^ 
ledged  by  a  carpet  of  velvet  verdure. 

In  this  dehglitful  spot  the  two  warriors  halted,  and 
each,  after  his  own  fashion,  proceeded  to  relieve  his  horse 
from  saddle,  bit,  and  rein,  and  permitted  the  animals  to 
drink  at  tlie  basin,  ere  they  rcfreslied  themselves  from 
Ihe  founlain  head,  which  arose  under  the  vault.  Thej 
then  suffered  the  steeds  to  go  loose,  confident  that  their 
interest,  as  well  as  iheir  domesticated  habits,  would  pre- 
vent their  straying  from  the  pure  water  and  fresh  grass. 

Chrii>iian  and  Saracen  nest  sat  down  together  on  the 
turf,  and  produced  each  tlte  small  allowance  of  store 
which  they  carried  for  iheir  own  refreshment.  Yet,  ere 
they  severally  proceeded  to  iheir  scanty  meal,  tlioy  eyed 
each  other  with  that  curiot^iiy  which  the  close  and  doubt- 
ful conflict  in  which  tliey  had  been  so  lately  engaged 
was  calculated  to  inspire.  Ench  was  desirous  to  meas- 
ure the  slrcngili,'and  form  some  estimate  of  the  charao- 
ter,  of* an  adversary  so  formidable;  and  each  was  coii>- 
pelled  to  acknowledge,  tJiat  had  he  fallen  iu  the  conflict, 
it  had  been  by  a  noble  hand. 

The  champions  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  each  other 
in  person  and  features,  and  might  have  formed  no  inac- 
curate represent  a  lives  of  ihcir  diflireut  nations.  The 
Frank  seemed  a  powerful  man,  built  after  tlie  ancient 
Gothic  casi  of  form,  with  light  brown  hair,  which,  on  the 
removal  of  his  helmet,  was  seen  to  curl  thick  and  pro- 
fusely o\er  his  head.  His  features  had  acquired,  from 
the  hot  climate,  a  hue  much  darker  than  those  parts  of 
his  neck  which  were  less  frequently  exposed  to  view,  or 
than  wag  warranted  by  his  full  and  well  opened  blue  eye, 
the  Colour  of  his  hair,  and  of  the  mustaches  which  lliJck-  • 
ly  sliadcd  his  upper  lip,  while  hia  chin  was  carefully 
divested  of  beard,  after  the  Nonnnn  fashion.  His  nose 
wag  Grecian  niul  wcU  fotmcA  ■,  inw  toekaV  -roiwa  Va^  u 
proponiop,  but  filled  w\l\\v.e\\-art,*iwfe.i»;  " 
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wliice  teeth  ;  his  head  small,  and  set  upon  the  neck  with 
much  grace.  His  age  could  not  exceed  tliirty,  but  if 
the  efiects  of  toil  and  climate  were  allowed  for,  might 
be  thpee  or  four  years  under  tliat  period.  His  form  was 
tall,  powerful,  and  atliletic,  like  tliat  of  a  man  whose 
strength  might,  in  later  life,  become  unwieldy,  but 
whk^h  was  hitherto  united  with  lightness  and  activity. 
His  hands,  when  he  withdrew  the  mailed  gloves,  were 
long,  fair,  and  well-proportioned  ;  the  wrist-bones  pe- 
culiarly large  and  strong  ;  and  the  arms  remarkably 
well-shaped  and  brawny.  A  military  hardihood,  and 
careless  frankness  of  expression,  characterized  his  lan- 
guage and  his  motions ;  and  his  voice  had  die  tone  of 
one  more  accustomed  to  command  than  to  obey,  and 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  expressing  h'ls  sentiments  aloud 
and  boldly,  whenever  he  was  called  upon  'to  announce 
litem. 

The  Saracen  Emir  formed  a  marked  and  striking  con- 
trast widi  the  western  crusader.  His  stature  was  indeed 
above  the  middle  size,  but  he  was  at  Isast  diree  inches 
shorter  dian  the  European,  whose  size  approached  die 
gigantic.  His  slender  limbs,  and  long  spare  bands  and 
arms,  diough  well  proportioned  to  his  person,  and  suited 
to  the  style  of  liis  countenance,  did  not  at  first  aspect 
promise  the  display  of  vigour  and  elasticity  which  the 
Emir  had  lately  exhibited.  But  on  looking  more  closely, 
his  limbs,  where  exposed  to  view,  seemed  divested  of  all 
that  was  fleshy  or  cumbersome;  so  diat  noUiing  being 
left  but  bone,  brawn,  and  sinew,  it  was  a  frame  fitted  for 
exertion  and  fatigue,  far  beyond  that  of  a  bulky  champion, 
whose  strength  and  size  are  counterbalanced  by  weight, 
and  who  is  exhausted  by  his  own  exertions.  Tli^  counte- 
nance of  the  Saracen  naturally  bore  a  general  national  re- 
semblance to  the  eastern  tribe  from  whom  he  descended, 
and  was  as  unhke  as  possible  to  the  exaggerated  terms  in 
which  the  minstrels  of  the  day  were  wont  to  represent  the 
infidel  chamfiions,  and  the  fabulous  description  which  a  siis- 
ter  art  still  presents  as  the  Saracen's  he^d  w^oiv^^-'^^x^* 
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I^  features  were  small,  well-formed,  and  deliciM, 
though  deeply  embrowned  by  the  eastern  sun,  and  ut- 
minated  by  a  flowiag  and  curled  black  beard,  which 
seemed  trtm.ned  with  peculiar  care.  The  nose  was 
straight  and  regular,  the  eyes  keen,  deep-set,  black,  and 
gloiving,  and  his  teerh  equalled  in  beauty  the  ivory  of 
his  deserts.  The  person  and  proportions  of  the  Saia- 
cen,  in  short,  stretched  on  the  turf  near  to  his  powerful 
antagonist,  might  have  been  compared  to  his  sheeny  and 
crescent- formed  sabre,  with  its  narrow  and  L'ght,  but 
bright  and  keen  Damascus  blade,  contrasted  with  tha 
long  and  ponderous  Gothic  war-sword  which  was  flung 
unbuckled  on  the  same  sod.  The  Emir  was  in  the  very 
flower  of  his  age,  and  might  perhaps  have  been  termed 
eminently  beautiful,  but  for  the  narrovmess  of  his  fore- 
bead,  and  something  of  loo  much  thinness  and  sl)nrpn<.-ss 
of  feature,  or  at  least  what  iniglit  havo  svcmcd  such  in 
8  European  estimate  of  beauty. 

The  manners  of  die  Eastern  warrior  were  grave, 
graceful,  and  decorous;  indicating,  however,  in  some 
particulars,  the  habitual  restraint  which  men  of  warm 
and  choleric  tempers  often  set  as  a  guard  upon  their , 
native  impctuosiiy  of  dispo^iition,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  sense  of  his  own  dignity,  which  seemed  to  impose  a 
certain  formality  of  behaviour  in  him  who  entertained  it. 
This  liau^hty  feeling  of  superiority  was  perhaps  ecjnally 
entcrlaincd  by  liis  new  European  acquaintance,  but  tlio 
effect  was  different ;  and  the  same  feeling,  which  dictated 
lo  tbc  Christian  knight  a  bold,  blunt,  and  somewhat  care- 
less bearing,  as  one  too  conscious  of  his  own  imj>ortance 
to  be  anxious  about  tiic  opinions  of  others,  appeared  to 
prescribe  to  tlie  Saracen  a  style  of  courtesy  more  studi- 
ously and  formally  observant  of  cc/emony.  Both  were 
courteous  ;  hut  ilic  courtesy  of  the  Christian  seemed  tn 
-flow  ratlier  from  a  good-humoured  sense  of  wliat  was  due 
to  others;  that  of  the  Moslem,  from  a  high  feeling  of 
what  was  to  be  ex(fectcd  from  himself. 
The  provision  wltich  each\\a4  vRiic  ^oi  \\intSx«%ifc 
tras  simple,  but  the  mea\  ot  vWSiHftccwwTVi  **•« 
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A  handful  of  dates,  and  a  morsel  of  coarse  bailey-bread| 
sufficed  to  relieve  the  hunger  of  the  latter,  whose  educa* 
tion  had  habituated  him  to  the  fare  of  tlie  desert,  al- 
though, since  their  Syrian  conquests,  the  Arabian  sim- 
plicity of  life  frequently  gave  place  to  the  most  unbounded 
profusion  of  luxury.  A  few  draughts  from  the  lovely 
fountain  by  which  thqy  reposed  completed  his  meal. 
Tiiat  of  llie  Christian  though  coarse,  was  more  genial. 
Dried  hog's-flcsh,  the  abomination  of  the  Moslcmah, 
was  the  chief  part  of  his  repast ;  and  his  drink,  derived 
from  a  leathern  bottle,  contained  something  better  than 
pure  element.  lie  fed  with  more  display  of  appetite, 
and  drank  with  more  appearance  of  satisfaction,  than  the 
Saracen  judged  it  becoming  to  show  in  the  performance 
of  a  mere  bodily  function ;  and,  doubtless,  the  scoref 
contempt  which  ejich  entertained  for  the  other,  as  the  fol- 
lower of  a  false  religion,  was  considerably  increased  by 
the  marked  diGcrcnce  of  their  diet  and  manners,  lint 
eacii  had  found  the  weight  of  his  opponent's  arm,  and  tiie 
mutual  respect  which  the  bold  struggle  had  created,  was 
sufficient  to  subdue  other  and  inferior  considerations. 
Yet  the  Saracen  could  not  help  remarking  the  circum- 
stances which  displeased  him  in  the  Christian's  conduct 
and  manners  ;  and,  after  he  had  witnessed  for  some  time 
in  silence  the  keen  appetite  which  protracted  the  kniglit's^- 
banquet  long  after  his  own  was  concluded,  he  thus  ad-. 
dressed  him  : — 

"  Valiant  Nazarcne,  is  it  fitting  that  one  w  ho  can  fight 
like  a  man  should  feed  like  a  dog  or  a  wolf?  Even  a 
misbelieving  Jew  would  shudder  at  the  food  which  you 
seem  to  eat,  with  as  much  relish  as  if  it  were  fruit  from 
the  trees  of  Paradise.'* 

"  Valiant  Saracen,"  answered  the  Christian,  looking  up 
with  some  surprise  at  the  accusation  thus  unexpectedly 
brought,  "  know  thou  that  1  exercise  my  Christian  free- 
dom, in  using  that  which  is  forbidden  to  the  Jews,  heinir, 
as  they  esteem  themselves,  imder  the  kowA^v^c  vA  \\\v^  OA 
karof  Moees,     We,  Saracen,  be  it  knovfw  Vv\  \\\<ivi,\>SN^ 
»iir  for  what  we  do— Ave  ^V;\m  \ — Ni^  v* 
^»  as  it  in  defiance  ot  V\\s  cowx^^vvvvw 
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scruples,  he  concluded  a  short  latin  grace  with  a  loos 
draiis^ht  from  the  leathern  bottle. 

"  That,  too,  you  call  a  part  of  your  liberty,"  said  die 
Saracen  ;  ^'  and  as  you  feed  like  the  brutes,  so  you  de- 
grade yourself  to  ifie  bestial  condition,  by  drinking  t 
poi>onous  liquor  which  even  they  refuse  !" 

**  Know,  foolish  Saracen."  replied  the  Christian,  with- 
out hesitation,  ^'  that  thou  blasphemest  the  gifts  of  God, 
even  with  the  blasphemy  of  thy  father  Ishmael.  The 
juice  of  the  grape  is  given  to  him  that  will  use  it  wisely, 
as  that  which  cheers  the  heart  of  man  after  toil,  refreshes 
him  in  sickness,  and  comforts  him  in  sorrow.  He  who 
so  enjoyeth  it  may  thank  God  for  his  wine-cup  as  for  his 
daily  bread  ;  and  he  who  abuseth  the  gift  of  Heaven,  is 
not  a  greater  fool  in  his  intoxication  than  thou  in  thioe 
abstinence." 

Ti2c  keen  eye  of  the  Saracen  kindled  at  tliis  sarcasm, 
and  his  hand  sought  the  hilt  of  his  poniard.  It  was  but 
a  momentary  thought,  however,  and  died  away  in  the 
recollection  of  the  powerful  champion  with  whom  he  had 
to  deal,  and  the  desperate  grapple,  the  impression  of 
which  still  throbbed  in  his  limbs  and  veins ;  and  he  con- 
tented himself  with  pursuing  the  contest  in  colloquy,  as 
more  convenient  for  the  time. 

"  Thy  words,"  he  said,  "  O  Nazarene,  might  create 
anger,  did  not  thy  ignorance  raise  compassion.  Seest 
thou  not,  O  thou  more  blind  than  any  who  asks  alms  at 
the  door  of  the  Mosque,  that  the  liberty  thou  dost  boast 
of  is  restrained  even  in  tliat  which  is  dearest  to  man's 
happiness,  and  to  his  household  ;  and  that  thy  law,  if  thou 
dost  practise  it,  binds  thee  in  marriage  to  one  single  mate, 
he  she  sick  or  healthy,  be  she  fruitful  or  barren,  bring  she 
comfort  and  joy,  or  clamour  and  strife,  to  thy  table  and 
to  thy  bed  ?  This,  Nazarene,  I  do  indeed  call  slavery  ; 
whereas,  to  the  faithful','i)uath  the  Prophet  assigned  upon 
earth  the  patriarchal  priviltees  of  Abraham  our  father, 
and  of  Solomon,  tlie  wisest  of  mankind,  having  given  us 
here  a  succession  of  beauly  %X  out  ^\e«&\n^^  vi^ 
die  grave  tlie  black-eyed  Yiouto  o^  V^^^\»^ 
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•*  Now,  by  His  name  llial  I  most  reverence  in  Heaven,** 
said  the  Christian,  "  and  by  hers  whom  I  most  worsliip 
on  cnrth,  ttioii  art  but  a  blinded  and  a  bewildered  u)6del ! 
— ^That  diamond  signet,  wliich  thou  wearest  on  thy  fin- 
ger, thou  boldest  it,  doubtless,  as  of  inestimable  value  f 
*^  Balsora  and  Bagdad  cannot  show  the  like,''  repfied 
tlic  Sariiccn  ;  "  but  what  avails  it  to  our  purpose  ?'' 

"  Much,"  replied  the  Frank,  "  as  thou  shalt  thyself 
confess.  Take  my  war-axe,  and  dash  the  stone  into 
twenty  shivers ; — would  each  fragment  be  as  valuable  as 
the  original  gem,  or  would  they,  all  collected,  bear  tl^ 
tenti)  part  of  its  estimation  f" 

"  That  is  a  child's  question,"  answered  the  Saracen ; 
•*  the  fragments  of  such  a  stone  would  not  equal  the  en- 
tire jewel  in  the  degree  of  hundreds  to  one." 

"  Saracen,"  replied  the  Christian  warrior,  "  the  love 
which  a  true  knight  binds  on  ofle  only,  fair  and  faithful, 
is  tiie  gem  entire ;  the  affection  thou  Hingest  among  thy 
enslaved  wives,  and  half-wedded  slaves,  is  wortlilcssi 
comparatively,  as  the  sparkling  shivers  of  the  broken 
diamond." 

"  Now,  by  the  Holy  Caaba,"  said  the  Emir,  "  thow 
art  a  madman,  who  hugs  his  chain  of  iron  as  if  it  were 
of  gold  !  Look  more  closely.  This  ring  of  mine  would 
lose  half  hs  beauty  were  not  the  signet  encircled  and  en- 
chased with  these  lesser  brilliants,  which  grace  it  and  set 
it  off.  The  central  diamond  is  mrai,  fjrm  and  entire;  his 
value  depending  on  himself  alone ;  and  this  circle  of 
lesser  jewels  are  women,  borrowing  his  histre,  which  he 
deals  out  to  them  as  best  suits  his  pleasure  or  his  con- 
venience. Take  the  central  stone  from  the  signet,  and 
the  diamond  itself  remains  as  valuable  as  ever,  while  tlie 
lesser  gems  are  com])arativcly  of  little  value.  And  this 
is  die  true  reading  of  thy  parable  ;  for,  what  sayeth  the 
poet  Mansour  :  'It  is  the  favour  of  man  which  giveth  beau- 
ty and  comeliness  to  woman^as  the  stream  glitters  no 
longer  when  the  sun  ceasetn'  to  shine.'  " 
^ Saracen/' replied  the  Crusader,  "  Aaou  s^e;s\^^^x\J«s 
Miever  saw  a  wonaan  worlliy  vVvc  nCeeVvotv  cS. 
'^lievc  me,  could'st  thou  look  v\\iOX\  \\\os^ 
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Kuropc,  to  wlmm,  after  Heaven,  we  of  ilic  order  of  b^ltt-  , 
Jiood  vow  fealty  and  devotion,  ihou  vvould'sl  loatbe  fc« 
ever  the  poor  sensual  slaves  who  form  thy  harain.  The 
livaiily  of  our  fair  ones  gives  point  to  our  spears,  and 
edge  to  our  swurds ;  their  words  are  our  law  ;  and  as 
soon  will  a  lainj>  sbed  lustre  when  uiikindlcd,  as  a  koiglit 
diNtin^iiish  himself  hy  feats  of  anns,  having  no  mistress 
of  his  affection." 

"  ]  have  lieari)  of  this  frenzy  among  the  warriors  of 
tlic  west,"  said  the  Emir,  **  and  have  ever  aecounted  it 
one  of  (lie  necoinpnnytng  symptomsof  that  insanity,  whirh 
lirings  ynii  hithor  to  obtain  possession  of  an  empty  sep- 
idehre.  ilut  yet,  meihinks,  ao  highly  have  the  Franks 
whom  I  have  mot  with  eKtollod  the  beauty  of  ihcir  wo- 
men, 1  could  be  well  conlcjiied  to  behold  with  mine  own 
eyes  itiOiie  charms,  which  can  transform  such  brave  ntr- 
riors  into  the  tools  of  thl^ir  pleasure." 

"  Brave  Snracen,"  said  the  Knight,  "  if  1  were  not 
on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  it  ahonlil  be  ray 
pride  to  conduct  you,  on  asBurancc  of  safety,  to  tlie  camp 
of  Rfchnnl  of  Cngland,  than  whom  none  knows  belter 
how  to  do  lionoLir  to  a  noble  foe  ;  and  though  I  be  poor 
and  imaltended,  yet  I  have  jjilcrest  to  secure  for  ihee,  or 
any  such  as  ihnu  sceincsi,  not  safety  only,  but  respect 
and  esteem.  There  slioitld'st  llioii  see  several  of  the 
fairest  hi'niiljcs  of  France  and  Britain  form  a  small  cir- 
cle, ilie  brilliancy  of  which  exceeds  ten-tlrausand  fold 
the  lustre  of  nirties  of  diamonds  such  as  thine." 

"  Now,  hy  llie  corner-stone  of  the  Caaba  !"  said  the 
Saracen,  "  I  will  accept  thy  invitation  as  freely  as  it  is 
given,  if  thou  will  postpone  thy  present  intent  ;  and, 
credit  me,  brave  Nazarene,  it  were  better  for  thyself  to 
turn  back  thy  horse's  head  towards  the  eainp  of  thy  peo* 
pic,  for,  to  travel  towards  Jerusalem  without  a  pass])ort, 
is  but  a  wilful  casting  away  of  tliy  life." 

"  I  Itave  a  pass,"  answered  the  Knight,  prodiicing  i 
/>ar('hiiieni.  "under  Saladinc's  band  and  signet." 

The  S.iraccn  licnt  \i\s  WaA  v»\\\c  &v\^>. «»  Vm  ttnu^ 
nizit/  the  soal  and  hand-wn'im-  o^  Aw  «  -aiAaK 
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of  I^'pt  and  Syria ;  and  having  kissed  liie  paper  with 
profound  icspect,  he  pr<!ssed  it  to  his  forehead,  Uieo  re- 
turned it  to  d)o  Christian,  saying,  "  Rasli  Frank,  thou 
hast  sinned  against  iliine  own  biood  and  mine,  for  not 
showing  this  to  me  when  we  met." 

"  Vou  come  with  levelled  spear,"  said  the  Kniglit ; 
**  had  a  troop  of  Saracens  so  issoiled  me,  it  might  havu 
stood  with  my  lionour  to  have  shown  the  Soldan's  pass, 
but  never  to  one  man." 

"  And  yet  one  man,"  said  the  Saracen,  haughtily, 
"  was  enough  to  interrupt  your  journey." 

"  True,  brave  Moslem,"  repHed  the  Christian  ;  "  but 
there  are  few  such  as  thou  art.  Such  falcons  Ay  not  in 
flocks,  or,  if  tliey  do,  diey  pounce  not  in  numbers  upon 
cMie." 

"  Thou  dost  US  but  justice,"  said  tlie  Saracen,  evi- 
d«r>ily  gratified  by  Ute  compliment,  as  he  Itad  been 
Utuched  by  the  implictl  scorn  of  the  European's  previ- 
ous boast ;  "  from  us  thou  sliould'ifl  have  liiid  no  wroni; ; 
but  well  Mas  it  for  me  lliat  )  failed  to  slay  dice,  with 
ihe  safeguard  of  tlie  king  of  kings  upon  lliy  person. 
Certain  it  were,  ibnt  ilie  eord  or  tlie  sdhre  bad  justly 
avenged  such  guilt." 

"  1  am  gind  to  hear  that  its  influence  shall  be  availiirg 
to  me,"  said  the  Knight ;  "  for  1  have  heard  that  ilto 
road  is  infested  with  robber-tribes,  wlio  reci.ird  nothing 
ia  comparison  of  an  opportunity  of  plunder." 

"  The  truth  has  been  told  to  thee,  brave  Christian," 
said  tlie  Saracen  ;  "  but  1  swear  to  Uice,  by  tlie  turban 
of  tlie  Prophet,  that  sliould'st  thou  miscarry  in  any  haunt 
of  such  villains,  I  will  myself  undertake  thy  revenge 
with  five  thousand  horse :  I  will  slay  every  male  of  them, 
and  send  their  women  into  such  diotant  captivity,  that 
the  name  of  their  tribe  sliall  never  again  be  heart]  with- 
in fivo  hundred  miles  of  Damascus.  1  will  sow  witli 
rail  the  ibundations  of  their  village,  and  there  shall  never 
live  thing  dwell  ibcro,  even  from  that  time  forward." 

"  1  had  raiiicr  the  tixiuhlo  which  you  de8\e,n  ^ot  \wmwJX, 
wate'mnreage  of  some  other  more  imponanv  v^t»xn\N»» 
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of  me,  noble  Emir,"  replied  the  Knight ;  "  but  mjr  Tov  s 
recorded  in  Heaven,  for  good  or  for  evil,  and  1  must  ba 
indebted  to  you  for  pointing  me  out  the  way  to  my  reil- 
ing-place  for  tliis  evening." 

"  Tlini,"  saic!  ilio  Saracen,  "  must  be  under  the  black 
covering  of  my  fallier's  lent." 

"  This  niglit,"  answered  the  Christian,  "  I  must  pan 
in  prayer  and  penitence  witli  a  holy  mau,  Tbeodoric  of 
Engaildi,  uho  dwells  amoiigst  ihcse  wilds,  and  Gpendi 
his  lifo  in  liie  service  of  God." 

"  I  will  at  loa^t  sec  you  safe  tliicher,"  said  the  Saracen. 

"  That  would  be  )>leasant  convoy  for  me,"  said  the 
Christian,  "yet  niiglit  endanger  tUe  future  security  of 
the  good  fatlior  ;  for  ilic  cruel  hand  of  your  people  bu 
ticcu  ri.*d  with  the  blood  of  the  servnnts  of  the  Lord, 
and  therefore  do  we  come  hither  in  plate  and  mail,  with 
H'A'oi'd  and  lance,  to  open  the  road  to  ihu  Holy  Sej^ul- 
chre,  and  protect  ihe  chosen  saints  and  anchorites  wbo 
yet  dwell  in  this  land  of  promise  and  of  niirncle." 

"Nasarcne,"  said  ihc  Moslem,  "  in  this  the  Gre«ki 
and  Syrians  have  much  helled  us,  seeing  we  do  hut  after 
the  word  of  Abubeker  .■Mwakel,  the  successor  of  the 
Prophet,  and,  al'tir  liini,  the  first  commander  of  trua 
believers,  '  Go  forth,'  ho  said,  '  Yezod  Ben  Sophian,' 
wjien  he  sent  timt  renowned  general  to  take  Syria  froni' 
ilie  tiifidi'ls,  '  i[tiit  yourselves  like  men  in  battle,  but 
sliiy  nciibcr  the  o;;od,  the  iiifinn,  (he  women,  nor  the 
chililrcn.  AVasto  not  the  land,  neither  destroy  corn  and 
friiii-ircos,  they  are  the  gii'is  of  .\ilah.  Keep  faith  when 
yon  liave  made  any  covenint,  even  if  it  be  to  your  owa 
li;irm.  if  ye  find  holy  men  lab  .inng  with  tlicir  hands* 
and  serving  God  in  the  desert,  hurt  them  not,  neither 
destroy  tbeir  dwe!lin°:s.  ]>iit  when  you  find  ihein  with 
shaven  crowns,  ihiy  are  nf  the  synnijo^ue  of  SaUUi ! 
smhe  wiiii  the  tr.bre,  slay,  cease  not  till  they  become 
helievi.Ts  or  'ril-iiinrics.'  As  the  C*ali[ih,  companion  of 
til"  ri'o;>li'.'l,  ii:i!!i  loii!  nfl,  ^i>  Inve  we  done,  nnd  thos 
nhom  o\ty  inst'c?  line  smitSfn  are  hut  i!ic  priests  of  Sa- 
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nalkin  agninst  nstion,  worship  sincerely  in  thz  faith  tif 
Issa  Hen  Mariam,  we  are  a  shadow  and  a  shield  ;  and 
such  being  he  whom  you  seek,  even  though  the  light  of 
the  Prophet  hath  not  reached  hiin,  from  me  he  will  only 
have  love,  favour,  and  regard." 

"  The  anchorite  whom  I  would  now  vi«t,"  said  the 
warlike  pilgrim,  '*  is,  I  have  heard,  no  priest ;  but  were 
be  of  that  anointed  and  sacred  order,  I  would  prore  with 
my  good  lance,  against  payniai  and  infidel — — " 

"  Let  us  not  defy  each  other,  brother,"  interrupted 
die  Saracen  ;  "  we  shall  find,  cither  of  us,  enough  of 
Franks  or  of  Moslemah  on  whom  to  esercise  both  sword 
■nd  lance.  This  Thcodoric  is  protected  both  by  Turk 
and  Arab  ;  and,  though  one  of  strange  conditions  at  iti- 
terrals,  yet,  on  the  whole,  he  bears  himself  so  well  u 
the  follower  of  his  own  prophet,  that  he  merits  the  pn^ 
lection  of  him  who  was  sent " 

"  Now,  by  Our  Lady,  Saracen,"  exclaimed  the  Chris- 
tiao,  "  if  thou  darest  name  in  the  same  brealb,  tbe 
camel-driver  of  Mecca  with " 

An  electrical  shock  of  passion  thrilled  through  the  (brm 
of  the  Emir  ;  but  it  was  only  inonicniary,  and  the  calm- 
tiess  of  his  reply  had  both  dignity  and  reason  in  it,  nfaea 
be  said,  "  Slander  not  liim  whom  tboii  knowest  not ;  Iha 
rather  that  we  venerate  the  founder  of  thy  religion,  while 
we  condemn  the  doctrine  which  your  priests  have  spuo 
frotn  it.  I  will  myself  guide  thee  to  the  ravem  of  tho 
hermit,  which,  metliinks,  without  my  help,  thou  wouM'st 
find  it  a  bard  matter  to  reach.  And,  on  the  way,  let 
OS  leave  to  moUahs  and  to  monks,  to  dispute  about 
the  dirinity  of  our  fait'     and  speak  on  themes  which 

belong  to  youthful     warriors, upra     battles,  upoa 

keautiful  women,  upon  sharp  swords,  and  upon  bngbt 

lour." 
3    rou  II. 
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CHAPTER  m. 


'i'HE  w<i..i.irs  arose  fram  their  place  of  brief  nut  ud 
simple  Tcrrcshineiit,  and  courteously  aided  each  oilier 
while  tliey  carefully  replaced  and  adjusted  Ihe  bimes^ 
from  which  tliey  had  relieved  for  the  time  iheir  tntMj 
•Reeds.  Each  seemed  familiar  with  an  employines^ 
nliich  at  thut  time  was  a  pan  of  necessar}',  apd,  indeed, 
of  indispensable  duly.  E^ch  also  seemed  to  possess,  ■ 
far  as  (tie  difference  betwixt  the  aaimal  and  raiinDsl  spe- 
cies Btlmilted,  ttte  conGdence  and  alfcction  of  the  bont, 
which  was  the  constant  compiiiilon  of  bis  travels  and  fail 
warfare.  With  the  Saracen  this  familiar  intimacy  wu  t 
pan  of  his  early  habits  ;  for,  in  the  tents  of  tlie  Easton 
military  tribes,  the  horse  of  the  soldier  ranks  next  lOt 
and  almost  equal  .in  Jmponance  with,  bis  wife  and  hk 
family  ;  ai'iil,  ivitli  the  European  vrarrior,  circu  instance^ 
and  iudeeil  necessity,  rendered  his  war-horse  scarct^ 
less  tlian  his  brolher-in-arins.  The  steeds,  therelbic, 
BufTered  llicmselves  i^uietly  to  be  taken  from  their  bai 
and  liberty,  and  neighed  and  snulHed  fondly  around  tbdr 
masters,  while  tbcy  were  adjusting  their  accoutremenB 
for  farther  travel  and  additional  toil.  And  eacb  worrisr, 
as  he  prosecuted  his  on'n  task,  or  assisted  with  courier 
his  companion,  looked  with  observant  curiosity  at  lb* 

Zipments  of  bis  fellow-traveller,  and  noted  paiticulaily 
it  struck  him  as  peculiar  in  the  lashion  in  which  kl 
uranged  his  riding  accoutrements. 

Ere  they  remounted  to  resume  their  journey,  Ai 
Christian  kniglit  again  moistened  bis  h'ps,  and  dipt  hii 
hands  in  tlie  living  fountain,  and  said  to  his  Pagaji  uao- 
date  of  the  journey — "I  would  I  knew  the  name  of 
this  delicious  fountain,  that  1  might  hold  it  in  mj  gnte- 
M  remembrance  *,  Sax  nevei  4k\4  -MviiKt  ^Uue  man  ^ 
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lictciisly  a  more  oppressire  thirsi  thon  I  liave  tliis  day  ex- 
perienced." 

"  It  is  called  in  tlie  Arabic  ?angunge,"  answered  the 
Saracen,  "by  a  name  whichsigmfies  tlie  Diamond  of 
tbe  Desert." 

"  And  well  is  it  so  named."  replied  tbe  Christian.  *'  My 
b3t!ve  valley  hath  a  tliousand  s|)rings  but  not  to  one  of  them 
(ball  1  attach  hereafter  such  precious  recollection  as  to 
tliis  solitary  fount,  which  bestows  its  liquid  treasures  where 
they  arenotonlydelightful,  but  nearly  indispensable." 

"  You  say  truth,"  said  the  Saracen ;  "  for  tlie  curse  is 
ttill  on  yonder  sea  of  death,  and  neither  man  nor  beast- 
drink  of  its  waves,  nor  of  ilie  river  which  feeds  without 
filling  it,  nntil  this  inhospitable  dusert  be  pnsscd." 

Tliey  mounted  and  pursued  their  journey  across  the 
sandy  waste.  The  ardour  of  noon  was  now  past,  and  a 
light  breeze  somewhat  alleviated  the  terrors  of  the  desert, 
though  not  witliout  bearing  on  its  wings  an  impaljiublo 
dust,  which  the  Saracen  little  heeded,  though  his  beavi- 
ly-armcd  companion  fc-It  it  as  such  an  annoyance,  that 
fae  hung  his  iron  casque  at  bis  saddle-bow,  and  substi- 
tuted tiie  light  riding  cap,  termed  in  the  language  of  the 
tirae  a  mortier,  from  its  resemblance  in  shape  to  an  or- 
dinary mortar.  They  rode  together  for  some  time  in 
silence,  the  Saracen  performing  tbe  part  of  director  and 
guide  of  tbe  journey,  which  be  did  by  observing  minute 
marks  and  hearings  of  tbe  distant  rocks,  to  a  ridge  of 
irliich  they  were  gradually  approaching.  For  a  little 
-time  he  seemed  absorbed  in  the  task,  as  a  pilot  when 
navigadng  a  vessel  through  a  difficult  channel ;  but  they 
bad  not  proceeded  half  a  league  when  he  seemed  secure 
pf  bis  route,  and  disposed,  with  more  frankness  than  was 
luual    to  his  nation,'  to  enter  into  conversation. 

"  You  have  asked  llie  name,"  he  said,  "  of  a  mute 
fountam,  whicli  hath  the  semblance,  but  not  the  reality, 
of  a  living  thing.  Let  me  be  pardoned  to  ask  die  name 
of  the  companion  with  whom  1  have  this  day  encounter- 
ed, both  in  danger  and  in  repose,  and  w\uc\i  \  csniuA 
fancy  vaicaom,  even  here  among  the  deseits  ofP  a\etXno^^ 
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*'  It  is  not  jet  worth  publishing,"  said  the  ChristisiL 

'*  Know,  however,  that  among  the  soldiers  of  the  Cron 
1  am  called  Kenneth — Kenneth  of  the  Couching  Leop- 
ard ;  at  home  1  have  otlier  titles,  hut  they  would  sound 
harsh  in  an  Eastern  ear.  Brave  Saracen,  let  me  ask 
which  of  the  tribes  of  Arabia  claims  your  descent,  and 
by  what  name  you  are  known  ?" 

**  Sir  Kennetli,"  said  tlie  Moslem,  <^  I  joy  that  yoor 
nam^  is  such  as  my  lips  can  easily  utter.  For  me,  1 
am  no  Arab,  yet  derive  my  descent  from  a  line  neitlwr 
less  wild  nor  less  warlike.  Know,  Sir  Knight  of  the 
Leopard,  tliat  I  am  Sheerkohf,  tlie  Lion  of  the  Mouih 
tain,  and  tliat  Kurdistan,  from  which  I  derive  my  descend 
holds  no  family  more  noble  than  that  of  SSI}ook«'* 

**  I  have  heard,"  answered  the  Christian,  *'  that  yoor 
great  Soldan  claims  his  blood  from  the  same  source  i* 

**  Thanks  to  the  Prophet,  that  hath  so  far  honoured 
our  mountains,  as  to  send  from  their  bosom  Him  wfaoee 
word  is  victory,"  answered  tlie  Paynim.  **  I  am  but  at 
a  worm  before  tlie  King  of  Kgypt  and  Syria,  and  yet  is 
my  own  land  sometliing  my  name  may  avail.^Strai^er, 
with  how  many  men  didst  thou  come  on  this  warfare  ?" 

"  By  my  faidi,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  *'  with  aid  of  friends 
and  kinsmen,  I  was  hardly  pinched  to  furnish  forth  tea 
well-appointed  lances,  widi  maybe  some  fifty  more  men, 
archers  and  varlets  included.  Some  have  deserted  my 
unlucky  pennon — some  have  fallen  in  battle — several 
have  died  of  disease — and  one  trusty  armour-bearer, 
for  whose  life  I  am  now  doing  my  pilgrimage,  lies  oa 
the  bed  of  sickness." 

*'  Christian,"  said  Sheerkohf,  *'  here  I  have  five  ar* 
rows  in  my  quiver,  each  feathered  from  the  wing  of  aa 
eagle.  When  1  send  one  of  them  to  my  tents,  a  thou- 
sand warriors  mount  on  horseback — ^when  I  send  anocb* 
or,  an  equal  force  will  arise — for  the  five,  I  can  com- 
mand five  thousand  men ;  and  if  I  send  my  bow,  ten 
thousand  mounted  riders  will  shake  the  desert.  And 
with  thy  fifty  followers  thou  hast  come  to  invade  a  had$ 
in  which  I  am  one  ot  )\\c  lue^x^^^r 
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**  Now,  by  the  rood,  Saracen,"  retorted  the  western 
warriori  "  thou  should'st  know,  ere  thou  vauntcst  thyself, 
that  one  steel  glove  can  crush  a  whole  handful  of  hornets/' 

"  Ay,  but  it  must  first  inclose  tliem  within  its  grasp," 
said  tlie  Saracen,  with  a  smile  which  might  have  endan- 
gered tlicir  new  alliance,  had  he  not  changed  the  sub* 
ject  by  adding,  '*  And  is  bravery  so  much  esteemed 
amongst  the  Christian  princes,  that  thou,  thus  void  of 
means,  and  of  men,  canst  offer,  as  thou  didst  of  late,  to  be 
my  protector  and  security  in  the  camp  of  thy  brethren  f " 

*'  Know,  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  '*  since  such  is 
tliy  style,  tliat  the  name  of  a  knight,  and  tlie  blood  of  a 
gentleman,  entitle  him  to  place  himself  on  tlie  same  rank 
with  sovereigns  even  of  the  first  degree,  in  so  far  as  re- 
gards all  but  regal  audiority  and  dominion.  Were  Rich- 
ard of  England  himself  to  wound  the  honour  of  a  knight 
as  poor  as  1  am,  he  could  not,  by  the  law  of  chivalry, 
deny  him  the  combat." 

**  Methinks  I  should  like  to  look  upon  so  strange  a 
scene,"  said  the  Emir,  ''  in  which  a  leathern  belt  and 
a  pair  of  spurs  put  tlie  poorest  on  a  level  with  the  most 
powerful." 

'*  You  must  add  free  blood  and  a  fearless  heart,"  said 
the  Christian  ;  "  then,  perhaps,  you  will  not  have  spoken 
untruly  of  the  dignity  of  Knighthood." 

**  And  mix  you  as  boldly  amongst  the  females  of  your 
chiefs  and  leaders  f"  asked  the  Saracen. 

'^  God  forbid,"  said  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard,  '*  that 
the  poorest  knight  in  Christendom  should  not  be  free,  in 
all  honourable  service,  to  devote  his  hand  and  sword, 
the  fame  of  his  actions,  and  the  fixed  devotion  of  his 
heart,  to  the  fairest  princess  who  ever  wore  coronet  en 
har  brow." 

*'  But  a  little  while  since,"  said  the  Saracen,  **  and  you 
described  love  as  the  highest  treasure  of  die  hearts 
thme  hath  undoubtedly  been  high  and  nobly  bestowed  .^" 

*'  Stranger,"  answered  the  Christian,  blushing  deeply 
o  be  spoke*   '*  we  tell  not  rashly  where  \l  \%  n«^  Vwkv^ 
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bestowed  our  choic«at  treuurea — it  ii  enoi^  ibr  iba 
to  know,  that,  as  thou  sayesi,  my  lore  is  faighl/  end  w 
biy  bestowed — most  highly — most  nobly ;  but  if  tlna 
would'st  hear  of  lore  and  broken  lances,  reature  ll^aelt 
as  thou  sayest,  to  the  camp  of  tlie  crusaders,  and  tfaoa 
wilt  find  exercise  for  tbine  ears,  and,  if  thou  wilt,  far 
ihy  bands  ux>." 

Tile  Eastern  warrior,  raising  himself  in  his  atirrupi^ 
and  shaking  aloft  his  lance,  replied,  "  Hardly,  I  fear, 
shall  I  find  one  with  a  crossed  slioulder,  who  will  ex- 
change with  me  tlie  cast  of  the  jerrid." 

"  1  will  not  promise  for  that,"  repUed  the  Knight, 
**  thot^h  there  be  in  the  camp  certain  Spaniards,  who 
have  right  good  skill  in  your  eastern  game  of  burling  ihe 
javelin." 

**  Dogs,  and  sons  of  dogs  1"  ejaculated  the  Saraceo ; 
**  what  have  these  Spaniards  to  do  to  coroe  hither  le 
combat  the  true  believers,  wlio,  in  their  own  land,  tra 
their  lords  and  taskmasters  ?  with  them  1  would  mix  a 
BO  warlike  pastime." 

"  Let  not  the  knights  of  Leon  or  Asturias  hear  yoe 
apeak  thus  of  them,"  said  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard ; 
"  but,"  added  he,  siiiilin:;,  at  tlie  recollection  of  (ha 
morning's  combat,  **  if,  instead  of  a  reed,  you  wen 
iacUned  to  stand  tlie  cast  of  a  battle-axe,  tl>ere  an 
eiHMigb  of  western  warriors  who  would  gratify  yooc 
longing." 

"  By  the  beard  of  my  father,  sir,"  said  the  Sance^ 
with  an  approach  to  laughter,  "  the  game  is  too  rongk 
far  mere  sport — ^1  will  never  shun  (hem  in  battle,  bat 
my  head"  (pressing  his  hand  to  his  brow)  "  will  not,  far 
ft  while,  permit  me  to  seek  them  in  sptM." 

"  1  would  you  saw  the  axe  of  King  Kichard,"  amwei^ 
cd  the  western  warrior,  "  to  which  that  which  hanga  it 
ny  saddle-bow  weighs  hut  as  a  feather." 

"  We  hear  much  of  that  Island  sorereigD,"  aud  iha 
Saracen,  "  art  thou  one  of  his  subjects  ?" 

"  One  of  his  followers  I  am,  for  this  expeditioo,"  ■■• 
»wered  the  Knight,  "  and  \iQnoMTC&\w^  wtT<'«)t\  bnt 
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not  born  his  subject,  although  a  native  of  the  island  ia 
which  he  reigns." 

'*  How  mean  you  f "  said  the  eastern  soldier ;  '*  havo 
you  then  two  kings  in  one  poor  island  ?" 

**  As  thou  sayest,"  said  the  Scot,  for  such  was  Sir 
Kenneth  by  birth, — **  It  is  even  so ;  and  yet,  altliough  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  extremities  of  that  island  are  en- 
gaged in  frequent  war,  the  country  can,  as  thou  seest, 
furnish  fortli  such  a  body  of  men-at-arms,  as  may  go  far 
lo  shake  the  unholy  hold  which  your  master  hath  laid  on 
the  cities  of  Zion." 

**  By  the  beard  of  Saladin,  Nazarene,  but  that  it  is  a 
thoughtless  and  boyish  folly,  1  could  laugh  at  the  simpli- 
city of  your  great  Sultan,  who  comes  hithe»  to  make 
conquests  of  deserts  and  rocks,  and  dispute  tlie  posses- 
sion of  them  with  tliose  who  have  tenfold  numbers  at 
command,  while  he  leaves  a  part  of  his  narrow  islet,  in 
which  he  was  bom  a  sovereign,  to  the  dominion  of 
another  sceptre  than  his.  Surely,  Sir  Kenneth,  you  and 
the  other  good  men  of  your  country  should  have  sub- 
mitted yourselves  to  the  dominion  of  tliis  King  Richard, 
ere  you  left  your  native  land,  divided  against  itself,  to 
set  forth  on  this  expedition  ?" 

Hasty  and  fierce  was  Kenneth^s  answer.  '^  No,  by 
die  bright  light  of  Heaven  !  If  the  King  of  England 
bad  not  set  forth  to  the  crusade  till  he  was  sovereign  of 
Scotland,  the  crescent  might,  for  me,  and  all  true-hearted 
Scots,  glimmer  forever  on  the  walls  of  Zion." 

Thus  far  he  had  proceeded,  when,  suddenly  recol- 
lecting himself,  he  muttered,  ^*  Mea  culpa  !  mea  culpa  t 
what  have  I,  a  soldier  of  the  Cross,  to  do  with  recollec- 
tion of  war  betwixt  Christian  nations  !" 

-The  rapid  expression  of  feeling  corrected  by  the  dic- 
tates of  duty,  did  not  escape  the  Moslem,  who,  if  he 
did  not  entirely  understand  all  which  it  conveyed,  saw 
enoogb  to  CQpvince  him  with  the  assurance,  that  Chris- 
tians, as  well  as  Moslemah,  had  private  feelings  of  per- 
■oaal  pique,  and  national  quarrels,  which  Y<eT^  w^x  ^s^t- 
linal/  reconcilnbk.     But  the  Saraceua  vteiQ  ^  i^ka^  V 
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iahed,  perhaps,  to  the  utmost  extent  which  their  idigpM 
permitted^  and  particularly  capable  of  eotertaining  hig)k 
ideas  of  courtesy  and  politeness  ;  and  such  sentiments 
prevented  his  taking  any  notice  of  the  incoosisteiicy  of 
Sir  Kenneth's  feelings,  in  the  opposite  characters  of  a 
Scot  and  a  crusader. 

Meanwhile,  as  dicy  advanced,  the  scene  began  to 
change  around  them.  They  were  now  turning  to  tha 
eastward,  and  had  reached  the  range  of  steep  and  bai^ 
ren  hills,  which  binds  in  that  quarter  the  naked  plain, 
and  varies  the  surface  of  the  country,  without  changing 
its  sterile  character.  Sharp,  rocky  eminences  began  to 
arise  around  them,  and,  in  a  short  time,  deep  declivitiet 
and  ascents,  both  formidable  in  height,  and  difficult  fronn 
the  narrowness  of  the  patli,  offered  to  the  travellers  ob- 
stacles of  a  different  kind  from  those  with  wliich  tbej 
had  recently  contended.  Dark  caverns  and  chasms 
amongst  the  rocks,  tliosc  grottoes  so  often  alluded  to  in 
Scripture,  yawned  fearfully  on  either  side  as  they  pro- 
ceeded, and  the  Scottish  knight  was  informed  by  th6 
Emir,  that  tliese  were  often  tlie  refuge  of  beasts  of 
prey,  or  of  men  still  more  ferocious,  who,  driven  to  des- 
peration by  the  constant  war,  and  the  oppression  exec^ 
cised  by  the  soldiery,  as  well  of  the  Cross  as  of  the 
Crescent,  had  become  robbers,  and  spared  neither  rank 
nor  relis^ion,  neither  sex  nor  age,  in  their  depredations^ 

The  Scottish  knight  listened  with  indifference  to  the 
accounts  of  ravages  committed  by  wild  beasts  or  wicked 
men,  secure  as  he  felt  himself  in  his  own  valour  and 
personal  strength  ;  but  he  was  struck  with  mysterious 
dread,  when  he  recollected  that  he  was  now  in  the  awliii 
wilderness  of  the  forty  days'  fast,  and  the  scene  of  the 
actual  personal  temptation,  wherewith  the  Evil  Principla 
was  permitted  to  assail  the  Son  of  Man.  He  withdrew 
his  attention  eradually  from  the  light  and  worldly  con* 
versation  of  the  infidel  warrior  beside  him,  and,  howevec 
acceptable  his  gay  and  s^allant  bravery  would  have  ren- 
dered him  as  a  companion  elsewhere.  Sir  Kenneth  Uk 
aa  if^ia  those  wilderuesaes — i!L\^  ni%sx^  ^sA  ^t^ 


in  which  the  foul  spirits  were  wont  to  wander  when  ex- 
pelled the  mortals  whose  forms  they  possessed,  a  bare- 
footed friar  would  have  been  a  belter  associate  than  the 
gay  hut  unbelieving  Paynim. 

These  feelings  embarrassed  him  ;  the  rather  that  the 
Saracen's  spirits  appeared  to  rise  with  the  journey,  and 
because  the  fartlier  he  penetrated  into  the  gloomy  re- 
cesses of  the  mountains,  the  lighter  became  his  conver- 
sation, and  when  he  found  that  unanswered,  the  louder 
grew  his  song.  Sir  Kenneth  knew  enough  of  the  east- 
em  languages,  to  be  assured  that  the  enchanted  sonnets 
of  love,  containing  all  the  glowing  praises  of  beauty,  hi 
which  die  oriental  poets  are  so  fond  of  luxuriating,  and 
which,  therefore,  were  peculiarly  unfitted  for  a  serious 
or  devotional  strain  of  tliou^iit,  the  feeling  best  becom- 
ing the  Wilderness  of  the  Temptation.  With  inconsis- 
tency enough,  the  Saracen  also  sung  lays  in  praise  of 
wine,  the  liquid  ruby  of  tlie  Persian  poets,  and  his  gai- 
ety at  length  became  so  unsuitable  to  the  Christian 
knight's  contrary  train  of  sentiments,  as,  but  for  the 
promise  of  amity  which  they  had  exchanged,  would  most 
likely  have  made  Sir  Kenneth  take  measures  to  change 
his  note.  As  it  was,  the  Crusader  felt  as  if  he  had  by 
bis  side  some  gay  licentious  Gend,  who  endeavoured  to  en- 
snare his  soul,  imd  endanger  his  immortal  salvation,  by 
inspiring  loose  thoughts  of  earthly  pleasure,  and  thus 
polluting  his  devotion,  at  a  time  when  his  faith  as  a  Chris- 
tian, and  his  vow  as  a  pilgrim,  called  on  him  for  a  seri-^ 
ous  and  penitential  state  of  mind.  He  was  thus  greatly 
perplexed,  and  undecided  how  to  act ;  and  it  was  in  a 
tone  of  hasty  displeasure,  that,  at  length  breaking  si- 
lence, he  interrupted  the  lay  of  the  celebrated  Rudpiki, 
in  which  he  prefers  the  mole  on  his  mistress's  bosom  to 
sU  the  weakb  of  Bokhara  and  Samarcand. 

**  Saracen,"  said  the  Crusader,  sternly, "  blinded  as  thou 
ut,  and  pltmged  amidst  the  errors  of  a  false  law,  thou 
sbouldst  yet  comprehend  that  there  are  some  places  more 
boly  than  others,  and  that  there  are  soiwti  ^^w^»  ^k»^ 
JO  which  the  F.vll  One  iiath  more  t\\9J[i  qi^vgax^  "^m 
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orer  sinriil  mortals.  I  will  not  tell  thee  for  uliat  awful 
reason  this  place — these  rocks — ^thcse  caverns  witli  tlieir 
gloomy  arches,  leading  as  it  were  to  the  central  abyss — 
are  held  an  especial  haunt  of  Satan  and  his  angels.  It 
is  enough,  that  I  have  been  long  warned  to  beirare  of 
tliis  place  by  wise  and  holy  men,  to  whom  tlie  qualities 
of  the  unholy  region  are  well  known.  Wherefore,  Sar^ 
acen,  forbear  Uiy  foolish  and  ill-timed  levity,  and  turn 
thy  thoughts  to  things  more  suited  to  the  spot ;  ahhous:li, 
alas,  for  thee !  tiiy  best  prayers  are  but  as  blasphemy 
and  sin." 

The  Saracen  listened  with  some  surprise,  and  tlicn 
rdplied,  with  good-humour  and  gaiety,  only  so  far  re- 
pressed as  courtesy  required,  "  Good  Sir  Kenneth,  me- 
thinks  you  deal  unequally  by  your  companion,  or  else 
ceremony  is  but  indiiferently  taught  amongst  your  west- 
em  tribes.  1  took  no  offence  when  I  saw  you  gorge 
hog's-flesh  and  drink  wine,  and  permitted  you  to  enjoy 
a  treat  which  you  called  your  christian  liberty,  only  pity- 
ing in  my  heart  your  foul  pastimes — Wherefore,  then, 
should'st  thou  take  scandal,  because  I  cheer,  to  the  best 
of  my  power,  a  gloomy  rotid  with  a  cheerful  verse  ,^ 
What  saith  the  poet — '  Song  is  like  the  dews  of  Heaven 
on  the  bosom  of  the  desert ;  it  cools  the  patli  of  llie 
traveller.' " 

"  Friend  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  "  I  blame  not 
the  love  of  minstrelsy  and  of  the  gni  science  ;  albeit  we 
yield  unto  it  even  too  much  room  in  our  thoughts  when 
tliey  should  be  bent  on  better  things.  But  prayers  and 
holy  psalms  are  better  fitting  than  lais  of  love,  or  of 
wine-cups,  wlien  men  walk  in  this  Valley  of  the  Shadow 
of  Death,  full  of  fiends  and  demons,  whom  the  prayers 
of  holy  men  have  driven  forth  from  the  haunts  of  hu- 
manitv  to  wander  amidst  scenes  as  accursed  as  ibem- 
selves." 

*^  Speak  not  thus  of  the  Genii,  Christian"  answered 

the  Saracen,  ''  for  know,  thou  speakest  to  one  wboii 

tine  and  nation  drew  their  oris^in  from  ilie  immortal 

ti^bicb  your  sect  fear  und  \A^'^\\c\Ttf^i 
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"  I  well  thought,'*  answered  the  crusader,  ''  that  your 
blinded  race  had  tlieir  descent  from  the  foul  fiend,  with- 
out whose  aid  you  would  never  have  been  able  to  main- 
tain this  blessed  land  of  Palestine  against  so  many  val- 
iant soldiers  of  God.  I  speak  not  thus  of  thee  in  par- 
ticular,  Saracen,  but  generally  of  tliy  people  and  reU^ 
ion.  Strange  is  it  to  me,  however,  not  that  you  should 
have  the  descent  from  the  Evil  One,  but  that  you  should 
boast  of  it." 

<«  From  whom  should  the  bravest  boast  of  descend- 
ing, saving  from  him  that  is  bravest  ?"  said  the  Saracen  ; 
**  from  whom  should  the  proudest  trace  dieir  line  so  well 
as  from  the  Dark  Spirit,  which  would  ratlier  fall  head- 
long by  force,  than  bend  the  knee  by  his  will  ?  Eblb 
may  be  hated,  stranger,  but  he  must  be  feared ;  and 
such  as  Eblis  are  his  descendants  of  Kurdistan." 

Tales  of  magic  and  of  necromancy  were  the  learning 
of  the  period,  and  Sir  Kc-niieth  heard  hb  companion's 
confession  of  diabolical  descent  without  any  disbelief,  and 
without  much  wonder ;  yet  not  wiiliout  a  secret  sliudder 
at  finding  himself  in  lliis  fearful  place,  in  the  company 
of  one  who  avouclied  himself  to  belone  to  such  a  lineage. 
Naturally  unsusceptible,  however,  olfear,  he  crossed 
himself,  and  stoutly  demanded  of  the  Saracen  an  ac- 
count of  the  pedigree  which  he  had  boasted.  The  lat- 
ter readily  complied. 

"  Know,  brave  stranger,"  he  said,  "  that  when  the 
cruel  Zohauk,  one  of  tlie  descendants  of  Giamschid^ 
held  the  throne  of  Persia,  he  formed  a  league  with  the 
Powers  of  Darkness,  amidst  the  secret  vaults  of  Istah- 
har,  vaults  which  the  hands  of  the  elementary  spirits 
had  hewn  out  of  the  living  rock  long  before  Adam  him- 
self had  an  existence.  Here  he  fed,  with  daily  obla- 
tions of  human  blood,  two  devouring  serpents,  which  had 
become,  according  to  the  poets,  a  part  of  himself,  and 
to  sustain  whom  he  levied  a  tax  of  daily  human  sacri- 
fices, till  the'  exhausted  patience  of  his  subjects  caused 
some  to  raise  up  the  scimitar  of  resistance^  like  ihe.  \^\-> 
isifktUackswUb,  and  tlie  victorious  ¥m&^m\^i^>l  ^^Bi 
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sinful  mortals.  I  will  not  tell  ikeo  fur  uhat  awCuI 
roasou  this  plactj— these  rock» — these  csvernswitlithe^- 
gloomy  nrclics,  loading  ns  it  were  lo  lire  central  abyss^' 
an.'  held  au  Lspecial  haunt  of  Satan  and  his  angels.  H 
is  enough,  t!iat  1  have  been  lung  warned  to  hcwarc  of 
this  place  hy  wise  and  lioly  men,  lo  ntioin  tile  qtialitii^ 
of  the  unholy  re^itm  are  well  known.  Wliereforc,  Snr" 
Been,  forbear  lliy  foulisli  aud  ill-timed  levity,  nitd  Inrt 
thy  thoughts  to  things  more  suited  lotlie  spot;  tiltliouj;!)!^- 
alaa,  for  iliee  !  tliy  best  prayers  are  hut  as  blasphemy 
•Dd  sin."  *■ 

The  Saracen  listened  will)  sonie  snrprise,  and  ibew 
replied,  vVitli  gnod-hnmoiir  and  gaiety,  only  so  fnr  ra* 
pressed  as  courtesy  required,  "Good  Sir  KennctJi,  me* 
thinks  you  deal  unequally  by  your  companion,  oi 
ceremony  is  but  indifferently  tanglit  amonsst  your 
«m  tribes.  I  took  no  oObncc  when  I  savr  you  gor^ 
hogVflesh  and  drink  wine,  and  permitted  you  10  enja 
» treat  whiih  you  called  your  christian  liberty,  only  pitj 
ing  in  my  heart  your  foul  pastimes — Wherefore,  Uioit 
ahould'st  ihou  take  scandal,  because  1  cheer,  lo  lli«  beri 
of  my  power,  a  gloomy  roiid  with  a  cheerful  vPtse] 
Wlinl  saith  the  \wci — '  Song  la  like  ihc  dews  of  Hoaveil 
OD  the  bottom  of  the   desert ;  it  cools  tlic  path  of  U 

ivellcr.' " 
Friend  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  "I  binms  ik 
lovA  of  minstrelsy  and  of  the  gai  science ;  albeit  « 
unto  it  even  too  innch  room  in  our  thoughts  wht 
they  should  be  bent  on  better  tilings.  Uiit  pniycrs  an 
holy  psalms  are  belter  filling  than  lais  of  love,  or  O 
wme-cups,  when  men  walk  in  this  Valley  of  the  Shadotil 
of  Death,  full  of  fiends  and  demons,  whom  the  piayen 
of  holy  men  have  driven  forth  from  the  linunta  of  In* 
inanity  to   wander   amidst  scenes  ns  accursed  as  lliec 
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'^  I  well  thouglit,'*  answered  the  crusader,  "  tl\at  your 
blinded  race  had  their  descent  from  the  foul  fiend,  with- 
out whose  aid  you  would  never  have  been  able  to  main- 
tain this  blessed  land  of  Palestine  against  so  many  var- 
iant soldiers  of  God.  I  speak  not  thus  of  thee  in  par- 
ticular, Saracen,  but  generally  of  tliy  people  and  reli^ 
ion.  Strange  is  it  to  me,  however,  not  that  you  should 
have  the  descent  from  the  Evil  One,  but  that  you  should 
boast  of  it." 

^^  From  whom  should  the  bravest  boast  of  descend- 
ing, saving  from  him  that  is  bravest  f "  said  the  Saracen  ; 
^*  from  whom  should  the  proudest  trace  tlieir  line  so  well 
as  from  the  Dark  Spirit,  which  would  ratlier  fall  head^ 
long  by  force,  than  bend  the  knee  by  his  will  ?  Eblis 
may  be  hated,  stranger,  but  he  must  be  feared  ;  and 
such  as  Eblis  are  his  descendants  of  Kurdistan." 

Talcs  of  magic  and  of  necromancy  were  the  learning 
of  the  period,  and  Sir  Kenneth  heard  his  companion's 
confession  of  diabolical  descent  without  any  disbelief,  and 
without  much  wonder ;  yet  not  without  a  secret  sliudder 
at  finding  liimscir  in  tliis  fearful  place,  in  the  company 
of  one  who  avouclied  himself  to  belons  to  such  a  lineage. 
Naturally  un^^usccptible,  however,  oi  fear,  he  crossed 
himself,  and  stoutly  demanded  of  the  Saracen  an  ac- 
count of  the  pedigree  which  he  had  boasted.  The  lat- 
ter readily  complied. 

"  Know,  brave  stranger,"  he  said,  "  that  when  the 
cruel  Zoliaiik,  one  of  the  descendants  of  Giamschid^ 
held  the  throne  of  Persia,  he  formed  a  league  with  tha 
Powers  of  Darkness,  amidst  the  secret  vaults  of  Istah- 
har,  vaults  which  the  hands  of  the  elementary  spirits 
had  hewn  out  of  the  living  rock  long  before  Adam  him- 
self had  an  existence.  Here  he  fed,  with  daily  obla- 
tions of  human  blood,  two  devouring  serpents,  which  had 
become,  according  to  the  poets,  a  part  of  himself,  and 
to  sustain  whom  he  levied  a  tax  of  daily  human  sacri- 
fices, till  the  exhausted  patience  of  his  subjects  caused 
some  to  raise  up  the  scimitar  of  resistance,  like  the  val- 
ukifthhcksiohh,  aad  the  victorious  Fendtyu^u^Vj  ^>qaib^ 
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the  tyrant  was  at  length  dethroned,  and  imprisoned  for 
crer  in  the  dismal  caverns  of  the  mountam  Damarcnd. 
But  ere  that  deliverance  had  taken  place,  and  ivhilat 
the  power  of  the  blood-thirsty  tyrant  was  at  its  heigfat, 
the  band  of  ravening  slaves,  whom  he  had  sent  forth  to 
purvey  victims  for  his  daily  sacrifice,  brought  to  the 
vaults  of  the  palace  of  Istakhar  seven  sisters  so  beauti- 
ful, that  thoy  seemed  seven  hDuris.  These  seven  maid- 
ens were  the  daughters  of  a  sage;  who  had  no  treasures 
save  those  beauties  and  his  own  wisJom.  The  last  was 
not  sufficient  to  foresee  tills  misfortune,  the  former  seem- 
ed inelTectual  to  prevent  it.  The  eldest  exceeded  not 
her  twentieth  year,  the  youngest  had  scarce  attained  ber 
thirteenth  ;  and  so  like  were  they  to  each  other,  that 
they  could  not  have  been  distinguished  but  for  the  dif- 
ference of  height,  in  which  they  gradually  rose  in  easy 
gradation  above  each  other,  like  the  ascent  which  leads 
to  the  gates  of  Paradise.  So  lovely  were  these  seven 
sisters  when  they  stood  in  the  darksome  vault,  disrobed 
of  all  clothing  saving  a  cyniar  of  white  silk,  that  their 
charms  moved  t!ie  hearts  of  those  who  were  not  mortaL 
Thunder  muttered,  the  earth  shook,  the  wall  of  the  vault 
was  rent,  and  at  the  chasm  entered  one  dressed  like  a 
hunter,  with  bow  and  shafts,  and  followed  by  six  others, 
his  brethren.  They  were  tall  men,  and  though  dark, 
yet  comely  to  behold,  but  their  eyes  had  more  the  glare 
of  those  of  the  dead,  than  the  light  which  lives  under 
the  eyelids  of  the  living.  '  Zeineb,'  said  the  leader  of 
the  band, — and  as  he  spoke  he  took  the  eldest  sister  by 
the  hand,  and  his  voice  was  soft,  low,  and  melancholyi 
— ^  I  am  Cothrob,  king  of  the  subterranean  world,  and 
supreme  chief  of  Ginnistan.  I  and  my  brethren  are  of 
those,  who,  created  out  of  the  pure  elementary  fire,  dis- 
dained, even  at  the  command  of  Omnipotence,  to  do 
homage  to  a  clod  of  earth,  because  it  was  called  Man. 
Thou  mayst  have  heard  of  us  as  cruel,  unrelenting,  and 
.persecuting.  It  is  false.  We  are  by  nature  kind  and 
/^nerous ;  only  vengeful  when  insulted,  only  cruel  whca 
aSSronted.     Wc  are  inie  \o  ilinos^  ^\»  xixv^  >n  \  «h^  ^«% 
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htve  beard  die  invocationa  of  tby  Talher,  the  ange  Bfi- 
ihraan,  who  wisely  worships  not  ahine  ibe  Origin  of  Good, 
but  ifaat  which  is  called  the  Source  of  Evil.  Yoa  and 
your  sisters  are  on  the  eve  of  dealh  ;  but  let  each  giro 
to  Ds  one  hair  from  your  fair  tresses,  in  token  of  fealiy, 
ud  we  will  carry  you  many  miles  from  hence  to  a  place 
of  safety,  where  you  may  bid  defiance  to  Zohauk  and 
his  ministers.'  The  fear  of  instant  death,  saith  the  poet, 
is  like  the  rod  of  the  prophet  Haroun,  which  devoured 
al)  odicr  rods,  when  transfornied  into  snakes  before  tho 
King  of  Pharaoh ;  and  the  doughiers  of  the  Persian  sage 
were  less  apt  than  others  to  be  afraid  of  the  addresses  of 
■  spirit.  They  gare  the  tiibuic  which  Cothrob  demand* 
ed,  and  in  an  instant  die  sisters  were  transported  to  an 
enciiantcd  casde  on  tlie  mountains  of  Tugrut,  in  Kurdia* 
tan,  and  were  never  again  seen  by  mortal  eye.  But  in 
process  of  time  seven  youtlis,  distinguished  in  the  war 
and  in  tlie  chase,  appeared  in  the  environs  of  the  castle 
of  the  demons.  Tliey  were  darker,  taller,  6crcer,  and 
more  resolute,  than  any  of  the  scattered  inhabitanta  of 
tbe  ralleys  of  Kurdistan  ;  and  ihey  took  to  themselvea 
wives,  and  became  fathers  of  the  seven  tribes  of  the 
Kurdmans,  whose  valour  is  known  throughout  the  uni- 
verse." 

The  Christian  knight  heard  with  wonder  the  wild  tale, 
of  which  Kurdistan  still  possesses  the  traces,  and,  after 
a  moment's  thought,  replied,  "Verily,  sir  knight,  you 
have  spoken  well — your  genealogy  may  be  dreaded  and 
hated,  but  it  cannot  be  contemned.  Neither  do  I  any 
longer  wonder  at  your  obstinacy  in  a  false  faith ;  sines 
doubtless  it  is  part  of  the  fiendish  disposition  which  hath 
descended  from  your  ancestors,  those  infernal  huntsmen, 
as  you  have  described  them,  to  love  falsehood  rather 
than  truth ;  and  I  no  longer  marvel  that  your  spirits  be- 
come high  and  exalted,  and  vent  themselves  in  verse  and 
io  tunes,  when  you  approach  to  the  places  encumbered 
by  llie  haunting  of  evil  spirits,  which  must  excite  in  you 
4    roL.  u. 
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tbat  jojrous  reding  vrhich  others  Bzperienre,  irben  ■]>• 
proaching  the  land  of  their  hiimnii  anresny." 

"  By  my  father's  beard,  I  tliink  thou  hast  the  riffat," 
said  the  Saracen,  rather  amused  than  o^nded  by  the 
freedom  with  which  the  Christiau  had  uttered  his  reflee* 
tions  ;  "  for,  though  the  Prophet  (blessed  be  his  name !) 
hath  sown  amongst  us  the  seed  of  a  better  faith  tlian  our 
sncestors  learned  In  the  giiostly  halls  of  Tugrut,  yet  we 
■re  not  willing,  like  otlier  Moslemah,  to  pass  hasty  doom 
on  the  lofty  and  powerful  elementary  spirits  from  trbom 
we  claim  our  origin.  These  Genii,  acc^wding  to  our  be- 
lief and  hope,  are  not  altogether  reprobate,  but  are  stiU 
in  the  way  of  probation,  and  may  hereafter  be  punished 
or  rewarded.  Leave  we  this  to  the  mollahs  and  tbo 
imtiums.  Enough  that  with  us  the  rcTerence  for  these 
spirits  is  not  altogether  effaced  by  what  we  bare  learned 
from  the  Koran,  and  that  many  of  us  still  sing,  in  me- 
morial of  our  fatlier's  more  ancient  faith,  such  verses  ai 
these." 

So  saying,  he  proceeded  to  chant  verves,  very  aiteient 
in  the  language  and  st.-uctiire,  which  some  have  thought 
derive  their  source  from  tlie  worshippers  of  Arimanes, 
the  Evil  Principle. 

AIIRIMAN. 
D*rfc  AbrimaB,  wbom  Ink  MiD 
Ilultli  origin  of  woe  aad  ill  ] 

Win,  bmcliiig  ai  thy  diriiw, 
We  riew  ihe  nijrid  with  Unilikd  tyt. 
Where  aee  we  'oeaih  ihe  ntnfttd  iky. 

An  enipin  BiatcUng  Uudo  .' 

IT  Iba  Bcnigner  Powirr  can  jield 
A  IbuniaiB  in  lbs  ileien  field, 

Where  weary  pi^riin*  driok  ; 
Tlrine  «n  the  warst  thai  Ik4i  Iks  toHt, 
Thine  Iko  tonHrio'i  deadly  rinck. 

When  csuUliH  DBfie*  tiak  ! 
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Ilnr  few  eau  llwy  delirar 
Vnto  Itn^eriug  lAEBiif  or  puM^  iuEaiagj 
Kal  Kevvr,  njioiuii  ffaiib^im. 

The  ■nt]i*(  oT  lb;  qoiicr  ! 

CAjef  in  llu'i  txKoin  nti  lAj  n-ajr, 
Afid  froqncnt,  wbdJ«  in  wtirdi  »« J^^J 

Brfcrc  BoMlisr  IhniDe, 
WkMe'ir  M  qiKiow  Isnn  be  iW^ 
IIh!  Kcrei  mcauuf;  iiT  Die  pnja 

If,  Abrimas,  Ifaine  own. 


S117,  boM  IhiD  feeling-,  Ki 

Tlionilar  iliy  vnire,  iby  jtsnneiitt  ■«■ 

Al  Etuum  Usxi  uy ; 
Wiih  •e:;ti«ui  ami  d*  hale  iml  imA, 
And  wiiigs  lo  swrq)  Ihy  dcsiJI]'  polh 

Aud  faiigi  lo  IMT  ibj  prey  T 

Or  in  thou  miii'cl  ]n  Nouuv'i  Kmno, 
An  aver-DiKmii^  Ibnv, 
CouvcTting  goutl  la  ill  i 

CoolcDiline  «ilh  nor  btller  law. 


On  all  wHhoiit  Ihin  baM'R  thy  nign. 

Nor  k«™  all 

oiihin : 

Each  mortal  pe»pii')  fierce  rareer. 

Lot*,  bale,  ambii 

rH.,>>7,>iKlC>ar, 

TbougondcMi 

aMon. 

Whene'er  a  una 

y  glwrn  appean, 

■T.  bright™  «po 

urrnJeoruan, 

ThooarlBoid! 

'»Bd  wch  brief  »loee  of  our  Frei, 

Tbniwliiit-MDUi 

■Y«ThaDqiH(-k^ra 

TDlaobordtMbaadwiir. 

Tboa,  froa  ihe  iMieH  of  ear  hitib, 
'  Ijnig  »  we  liagn-  oa  the  eajtb, 
Thgu  ral'it  Ihe  law  of  mn  : 
TbiM  are  Am  fonp  of  Ufe^  lU  kw, 
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And — who  dare  aimrer  f^ii  ikf^tmrnr. 
Dark  Spirit !  ended  Thki  T* 

These  verses  may  perhaps  have  been  the  not  unnatu- 
ral effusion  of  some  lialf-cn lightened  philosopher,  wlio, 
in  the  fabled  deity,  Arimanes,  saw  but  the  prevalence 
of  moral  and  physical  evil  ;  but  in  the  cars  of  Sir  Ken- 
neth of  the  Leopard,  they  had  a  different  effect,  and, 
sung  as  they  were  by  one  who  had  just  boasted  himself 
a  descendant  of  demons,  sounded  very  like  an  address 
of  worship  to  the  arch-fiend  himself.  He  weighed  widi- 
in  himself',  whether,  on  hearing  such  blasphemy  in  die 
very  desert  where  Satan  had  stood  rebuked  for  demand- 
ing homage,  taking  an  abrupt  leave  of  the  Saracen  was 
sufficient  to  testify  liis  abliorrence  ;  cr  whether  he  was  not 
rather  constrained  by  his  vow  as  a  crusader,  to  defy  the 
infidel  to  combat  on  the  s|>ot,  and  leave  him  food  for  tbe 
beasts  of  the  wilderness,  when  his  attention  was  sudden? 
ly  caught  by  an  unexpected  apparition. 

The  light  was  now  verging  low,  yet  served  tiie  knight 
still  to  discern  that  they  two  were  no  longer  alone  in  the 
forest,  but  were  closely  watched  by  a  figure  of  great 
height  and  very  thin,  which  skipped  over  rocks  and  bushes 
with  so  much  as:ilitv,  as,  added  to  the  wild  and  hirsute 
appearance  of  the  individual,  reminded  him  of  the  fauns 
and  sylvans,  whose  images  he  had  seen  in  the  ancient 
temples  of  Rome.  As  the  single-hearted  Scotchman 
had  never  for  a  moment  doubted  these  gods  of  tlie  an- 
cient Gentiles  to  be  actually  devils,  so  he  now  hesitated 
not  to  believe  that  the  blasphemous  hymn  of  tiic  Saraceo 
had  raised  up  an  infernal  spirit. 


• 

*  11m*  worthy  and  IcanMnl  donr^'mfui,  b^  wlmm  thu  Rporirs  nf  h%-nin  hM 
hecG  iraiwlRted',  (ksires,  that,  (or  fonr  c^  miscniMx*|i(ii«n,  we  itli«>ii!d  warn  tKe 
rratk-r  to  nHiiilc^i.  that  it  u  comiNMud  by  a  heathiMii  tn  whmn  ilie  rral  rauws  t4 
moral  anfi  |>h\'sical  evil  arc  iiiikimwD,  and  who  vioww  ihtfirpnilominnnrv  in  the 
svntrm  of  the  iiiiiverM*.  as  all  must  view  that  afipaliiii^  fart,  who  Itavr  not  Uie 
tJcnefit  of  iho  (liristiaii  lii'vclatirtn.  On  our  own  part,  we  hoir  tn  niM^  ihaf  we 
antlemtand  tlH*  slylc  of  tb«  translator  is  rotirc  paraphraAtif!  thnii  can  lie  apfiniinvl 
hy  tho«e  wlio  areai^quainiitl  wiih  the  sitipilariv  curious  ortffiuul.  The  Iranih* 
tur  MTins  10  have  des^iairetl  oC  rowWux^  mto  FTuglidi  venip  die  dighls  oTOricBlal 
poeUy,  and.  pci«iibly.\iW«»  inuttvW^rn«\iktA\«fjni>^^-fcTo««w,W^iM^^      '^'- 
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'*  But  what  recks  it  !'*  said  stout  Sir  Kennctli  to  him- 
self ;  *^  down  with  the  fiend  and  his  worshippers  !*' 

He  did  not,  however,  think  it  necessary  to  give  the 
same  warning  of  defiance  to  two  enemies,  as  he  would 
unquestionably  have  afibrded  to  one.  His  hand  was  up- 
on his  mace,  and  perhaps  the  unwary  Saracen  would  have 
been  paid  for  his  Persian  poetiy,  by  having  his  brains 
dashed  out  on  the  spot  without  any  reason  assigned  for 
it  ;  but  the  Scottish  knight  was  spared  from  committing 
what  would  have  been  a  sore  blot  in  his  shield  of  arms. 
The  apparition,  on  which  his  eyes  had  been  fixed  for 
some  time,  had  at  first  appeared  to  dog  their  path  by 
concealing  itself  behind  rocks  and  shrubs,  using  those 
advantages  of  the  ground  with  great  address,  and  sur- 
mounting its  irregularities  with  surprising  agility.  At 
length,  just  as  the  Saracen  paused  in  his  song,  the  figure, 
which  was  that  of  a  tall  man  clothed  in  goat-skins,  sprung 
into  the  midst  of  the  path,  and  seized  a  rein  of  the  Sa- 
racen^s  bridle  in  eiilier  hand,  confronting  thus  and  bear- 
ing back  the  noble  horse,  which,  unable  to  endure  the 
manner  in  which  this  sudden  assailant  pressed  the  Icng- 
'  armed  bit,  and  the  settle  curb,  which,  according  to  tlie 
eastern  fashion,  was^ljiiofid  ring  of  iron,  reared  upright, 
and  finally  fell  backJA^ards  on  his  master,  who,  however, 
avoided  the  peril  of  the  fall,  by  lightly  tlirowing  himself 
to  one  side. 

The  assailant  then  shifted  his  grasp  from  the  bridle  of 
the  horse  to  the  tliroat  of  the  rider,  fiung  himself  above 
the  struggling  Saracen,  and,  despite  of  his  youth  and  ac- 
tivity, kept  him  undermost,  wreathing  his  long  arms  above 
those  of  his  prisoner,  who  called  out  angrily,  and  yet 
half-laughing  at  the  same  time — "  Hamako — fool — un- 
loose me— this  passes  thy  privilege — unloose  me,  or  I  will 
use  my  dagger." 

*'  Thy  dagger  ! — ^infidel  dog  !"  said  the  figure  in  the 
goat-skins,  ^Hiold  it  in  thy  gripe  if  thou  canst !"  and  in 
an  instant  he  wrenched  the  Saracen's  weapon  out  of  its 
owner's  hand,  and  brandished  it  over  Wis  Vkead« 

4*      VOL.  " 
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**  Help,  Nazarene  !"  cried  Sheerkohf,  now  scrioudj 
alarmed  ;  ^^  help,  or  the  Hamako  will  slay  me." 

"  Slay  thee  !"  replied  the  dweller  of  the  desert ;  "  and 
well  hast  thou  merited  death,  for  singing  tby  blasphemous 
hynms,  not  only  to  the  praise  of  thy  false  prophet^  who 
is  the  foul  fiend's  harbinger,  but  to  diat  of  the  Author  of 
Evil  himself." 

The  Christian  knight  had  hitherto  looked  on  as  one 
stupified,  so  strangely  had  this  rencontre  contradicted,  in 
its  progress  and  event,  all  that  he  had  previously  conjec- 
tured. He  felt,  however,  at  lengthy  that  it  touched  his 
honour  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  his  discomfited  compan- 
ion ;  and  therefore  addressed  himself  to  the  victorious 
figure  in  the  goat-skins. 

*^  Whosoe'er  thou  art,"  he  said,  ^'  and  whether  of 
good  or  of  evil,  know  that  I  am  sworn  for  the  time  to  be 
true  companion  to  the  Saracen  whom  diou  boldest  under 
thee  ;  tlierefore,  I  pray  tliee  to  let  him  arise,  else  1  will 
do  batde  with  thee  in  his  behalf." 

**  And  a  proper  quarrel  it  were,"  answered  the  12  jmako, 
**  for  a  Crusader  to  do  battle  in — {or  the  sake  of  an  un- 
baptized  dog  to  combat  one  of  blvf^wn  holy  faitli  !  Ait 
thou  come  forth  to  the  wilderness  l^ght  for  the  Crescent 
against  the  Cross  ?  A  goodly  soldibl^;pf  Gkxl  art  thou,  to 
listen  to  those  who  sing  tlie  praises  of  Satan  !" 

Yet,  wl.ile  he  s}>oke  thus,  he  arose  himself,  and,  suf- 
fering the  Saracen  to  arise  also,  returned  him  his  cangiar, 
or  poniard. 

*^  Thou  scest  to  what  a  point  of  peril  thy  presumption 
hath  brought  diee,"  continued  he  of  tlie  goat-skins,  now 
addressing  Sheerkohf,  "  and  by  what  weak  means  thy 
practised  skill  and  boasted  agility  can  be  fcHled,  when  such 
is  Heaven's  pleasure.  Wherefore,  beware,  O  Ilderim  ! 
for  know  that,  were  there  not  a  twinkle  in  the  star  of  tby 
nativity,  which  promises  for  thee  sometliing  that  is  good 
and  gracious  in  Heaven's  good  time,  we  two  had  not  part- 
ed till  I  had  torn  nsnndcr  the  throat  which  so  lately 
trilled  forth  blasphemies." 
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^  HamakOy''  said  the  Saracen,  without  any  appearance 
of  resenting  die  violent  language,  and  yet  more  violent 
assault,  ta  which  he  had  been  subjected,  ^'  I  pray  thee, 
good  Hamako,  to  beware  how  thou  dost  again  urge  thy 
privilege  over  far  ;  for  though,  as  a  good  Moslem,  I  re- 
spect tliose  whom  heaven  hath  deprived  of  ordinary  rea- 
son, in  order  to  endow  them  with  tlie  spirit  of  prophecy, 
yet  I  like  not  other  men's  hands  on  the  bridle  of  my 
horse,  neither  upon  my  own  person.  Speak,  tlierefore, 
what  thou  wilt,  secure  of  any  resentment  from  me  ;  but 
gather  so  much  sense  as  to  apprehend,  that  if  thou  shall 
again  proffer  me  any  violence,  I  will  strike  thy  shagged 
head  from  thy  meagre  shoulders. — And  to  thee,  friend 
Kenneth,"  he  added,  as  he  remounted  his  steed,  '*  I  must 
needs  say,  that,  in  a  companion  through  the  desert,  I  love 
friendly  deeds  better  than  fair  words.  Of  the  last  tliou 
hast  given  me  enough  ;  but  it  had  been  better  to  have 
aided  me  more  speedily  in  my  struggle  with  tliis  Hamako, 
who  had  well  nigh  taken  my  life  in  his  frenzy." 

^  By  my  faith,"  said  tlie  Knight,  "  I  did  somewhat 
fail — was  somewhat  tardy  in  rendering  tliee  instant  help ; 
but  the  strangeness  of  the  assailant,  the  suddenness  of 
the  scene — ^it  was  as  if  thy  wild  and  wicked  lay  had  rais- 
ed the  devil  amone  us — and  such  was  my  confusion, 
that  two  or  three  mmutes  elapsed  ere  I  could  take  to  my 
weapon." 

^  Thou  art  but  a  cold  and  considerate  friend,"  said 
the  Saracen  ;  "  and,  had  the  Hamako  been  one  grain 
more  frantic,  tliy  companion  had  been  slain  by  thy  side, 
to  thy  eternal  dishonour,  without  tliy  stirring  a  6nger  in 
bis  aid,  although  tliou  satest  by,  mounted,  and  in  arms." 

^  By  my  word,  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  ^^  if  tliou 
wilt  have  it  in  plain  terms,  I  thought  that  strange  figure 
was  the  devil ;  and  being  of  thy  lineage,  I  knew  not  what 
family  secret  you  might  be  communicating  to  each  other, 
as  you  lay  lovingly  rolling  together  on  the  sand." 

"  Thy  gibe  is  no  nnswer,  brother  Kenneth,"  said  the 
Saracen  ;   "  for  know,  that  had  my  ass;i\\a\)X  \i^^^  va. 
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very  deed  tlie  Prince  of  Darkcess,  ihou  wert  bound  not 
the  less  to  enter  into  c.nmbal  with  hiof  in  thy  comrade's 
beliair.  Know,  also,  tliat  wtiatever  there  may  be  of  fool 
or  of  fienJisli  about  tha  Hamako,  belongs  more  to  your 
lineage  than  to  mine  ;  this  Hamako  being,  in  tnitli,  tbs 
anchorite  whom  ilioii  art  come  hither  to  nsit." 

*' This!"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  looking  at  tlic  atliletic  yet 
wasted  lignre  before  him — "  this  ! — thou  mnckeat,  San- 
ccn — lliis  cannot  he  tlie  venerable  Tbeodoric  !" 

"  Ask  himself,  if  ihou  wilt  not  boUeve  me,"  answered 
Sheeikohf ;  and  ere  the  words  had  left  liia  mouth,  the 
Iicnnit  gave  evidence  in  his  own  behalf. 

"  I  am  TiieoJoric  of  Eiigaddi,"  he  said — ■"  I  am  the 
walker  of  the  desert — 1  am  friend  of  the  cross,  and  flail 
of  all  infidels,  heretics,  and  devil-worsliippers.  Avoid 
ye,  avoid  yc  ! — Down  with  Mahound,  Tcrmagauni,  and 
all  (lieir  adherents  I" — So  saying,  he  pulled  from  under 
his  shaggy  garment  a  sort  of  flail  or  jointed  club,  bound 
witli  iron,  whicli  be  brandished  round  bis  bead  with  •tO' 
gular  dexterity. 

**  Thou  secst  thy  saint,"  said  dio  Saracen,  laughing^ 
for  the  first  time,  at  the  unmitigated  astonisbment  widi 
vdiich  Sir  Kenneth  looked  on  tlie  wild  gestures,  and 
heard  the  wayward  mullering  of  Theodoric,  who,  after 
swinging  hts  flail  i.i  every  direction,  apparently  quite  reck- 
less whether  it  eiicoimlered  the  head  of  either  of  hn 
companions,  finally  showed  his  own  strength,  and  tba 
soundness  of  the  weapon,  by  striking  into  fragments  a 
Urge  stone  which  lay  near  him. 

"  This  is  a  madman,"  said  Sir  Kenneth. 

"  Not  tlie  tvorse  saint,"  returned  the  Moslem,  speak- 
ing according  to  the  well-knon-n  Eastern  belief,  thai  mad- 
men are  under  the  influence  of  immediate  inspiratioB. 
"  Know,  Christian,  that  when  one  eye  is  exdnguisbed, 
the  other  becomes  more  keen — when  one  hand  is  cut  ofi^ 
the  other  becomes  more  powerful  ;  so,  when  our  reami 
in  human  things  is  disturbed  or  destroyed,  our  view  hekT^ 
cnwwd  becomes  mote  &cu\a  w4>  ^kAvo^' 
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Here  the  voice  of  the  Saracen  was  drowned  in  that 
r>f  the  hermit,  who  began  to  hollo  aloud  in  a  wild  chant- 
ing  tone, — "  I  am  Thcodoric  of  Engaddi — I  am  the  torch- 
brand  of  the  desert — I  am  the  flail  of  the  infidels !  The 
lion  and  the  leopard  shall  be  my  comrades,  and  draw 
nigh  to  my  cell  for  shelter  ;  ncitlicr  shall  the  goat  be 
afraid  of  their  fangs — I  am  the  toich  and  the  lantern-— 
Kyrie  Eleison  !" 

He  closed  his  song  by  a  short  race,  and  ended  that 
Bgain  by  tliree  forward  bounds,  which  would  have  done 
him  great  credit  in  a  gymnastic  academy,  but  became  his 
character  of  hermit  so  indifferently,  that  the  Scottish 
knight  was  altogether  confounded  nnd  bewildered. 

Tlie  Saracen  seemed  to  understand  him  better.  *^  You 
lee,"  he  said,  '^  that  he  expects  us  to  follow  him  to  his 
cell,  which,  indeed,  is  our  only  place  of  refuge  for  the 
night.  You  are  the  leopard,  from  tlie  portrait  on  your 
shield — I  am  the  lion,  as  my  name  imports — and,  by  tho 
goat,  alluding  to  his  garb  of  goat-skins,  he  means  him- 
self. We  must  keep  him  in  sight,  however,  for  he  is  as 
fleet  as  a  dromedary." 

In  fact,  tlie  task  was  a  difficult  one,  for  though  the 
reverend  guide  stopped  from  time  to  time,  and  waved  his 
band,  as  if  to  encourage  them  to  come  on,  yet,  well  ac- 
quainted with  all  tlie  winding  dells  and  passes  of  the 
desert,  and  gifted  widi  uncommon  actinty,  which,  per- 
haps, an  unsettled  state  of  mind  kept  in  constant  exer- 
ciBCf  he  led  the  knights  tlirough  chasms,  and  along  foot- 
paths, where  even  the  light-armed  Saracen,  with  his  well- 
Lrained  barb,  was  in  considerable  risk,  and  where  tlie 
iroa-sheathed  European,  and  his  over-burdened  horse. 
Rnind  tliemselves  in  such  eminent  peril,  as  the  rid4^ 
RTOuld  gladly  have  exchanged  for  the  dangers  of  a  gene- 
ral action.  Glad  he  was  when,  at  length,  after  this  wild 
race,  he  beheld  the  holy  man  who  had  led  it  standing  in 
front  of  a  cavern,  with  a  large  torch  in  his  hand||Compos- 
ed  of  a  piece  of  wood  dipped  in  bitumen,  which  cast  a 
broad  and  flickering  light,  and  emitted  a  «Icot^^  ^\iN?j^^o0ar 
iwotufMBeMm 
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Undeterred  bjr  tlie  sii6mg  vapour,  the  Vaigla  jJircir 
liimscir  from  liis  horse  Euid  entered  tliecarero,  wliich  al^ 
forded  small  ajipearance  of  acconimodation.  l^cccil 
was  diiridud  into  two  pnns,  m  the  ouiward  of  whicb  n-cre 
tui  aliar  of  stone,  and  a  crucifix  made  of  reeds :  Thii 
served  tlie  anchorite  for  his  chapel.  Oa  one  side  of  tfaii 
outtvard  cnvc  tJie  OiriMian  kuighl,  Uiough  not  uitlMKH 
scruple,  arising  from  ri^Iigious  reverence  to  the  objects 
around,  fusieiied  up  liis  horse,  and  arranged  him  for  the 
Dighi,  in  imitation  of  the  Saracen,  wlio  gave  him  to  under- 
stand that  sticii  nas  die  custom  of  tlie  place.  The  her- 
niit,  me:Lnnhilc,  was  busied  putting  his  inner  aparuneal 
■n  order  (o  receive  his  guests,  and  there  they  soon  joined 
him.  At  the  bnitom  of  tlie  outer  cave,  a  small  apcnun, 
closed  wiib  a  door  of  rough  plank,  led  into  the  sleeping 
npartment  of  tlie  hermit,  which  was  more  commndioui. 
The  floor  had  been  brought  to  a  rough  level  by  the  It- 
hour  of  the  iiiliiibitnnt,  and  then  strewed  with  white  sandi 
which  he  diiily  sprinkled  with  water  from  a  small  foun- 
tain which  bubbled  out  of  the  rocic  in  one  corner,  affijrd- 
ing,  in  tliut  stifling  climate,  refreshment  alike  to  the  ear 
and  tlie  taste.  Alatlresses,  wrought  of  twisted  flags,  Iflf 
by  tlic  side  of  the  cell ;  the  sides,  like  die  floor,  had  boea 
roughly  brought  (o  shape,  and  several  herbs  and  flowos 
were  liimg  around  them.  Two  waxen  torches,  whicb 
the  hermit  lighted,  gave  a  cheerful  air  to  the  place,  whicb 
was  rendered  a!;rceable  by  its  fragrance  and  coolness- 
There  were  iinplemenis  of  labour  in  one  corner  of  tlia 
apartment,  in  the  other  was  a  niche  for  a  rude  statue  of  the 
Viigin.  A  tulle  and  two  chairs  showed  that  they  must  be 
the  handiwork  of  tlie  anchorite^  being  dilTerent  in  their  form 

0Dm  oriental  accoinmotlations.  The  former  was  covered, 
not  only  with  reeds  and  pulse,  but  also  with  dried  Be^b 
which  Theodoric  assiduously  placed  in  such  arrangemtiot 
as  should  invite  the  appetite  of  his  guests.  This  appetr* 
once  of  WKirtesy,  though  mule,  and  expressed  by  gcsOin 
only,  seemed  to  Sir  Kenneth  something  entirely  irrOBon- 
cilahle  with  his  former  wild  and  violent  demeanour,    fh* 

taovemeaVi  of  the  bemvA  ««Q  wm  \krckd»  vna^nml^ 
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ttid  apparentlj  it  was  only  a  sense  of  religious  bumilia- 
tioD  which  prevented  his  features,  emaciated  as  they  were 
by  his  austere  mode  of  life,  from  being  majestic  and  noble. 
He  trod  his  cell,  as  one  wlio  seemed  born  to  rule  over 
men,  but  who  had  abdicated  his  empire  to  become  the 
servant  of  Heaven.  Still,  it  must  be  allowed  that  his  gi- 
gantic size,  the  lengtli  of  his  unshaven  locks  and  beard, 
and  the  fire  of  a  deep-set  and  wild  eye,  were  rather  at- 
tributes of  a  soldier  than  of  a  recluse. 

£ven  the  Saracen  seemed  to  rcs;ard  the  anchorite  with 
some  veneration,  while  he  was  thus  employed,  and  he 
whispered  in  a  low  tone  to  Sir  Kenneth,  ''  The  Hamako 
is  now  in  his  better  mind,  but  he  will  not  speak  until  we 
have  eaten — such  is  his  vow." 

It  was  in  silence,  accordingly,  that  Theodoric  motion- 
ed to  the  Scot  to  take  his  place  on  one  of  the  low  chairs, 
while  Shcerkohf  placed  himself,  after  the  custom  of  his 
nation,  upon  a  cushion  of  mats.  The  hermit  then  held 
up  both  hands,  as  if  blessing  the  refreshment  which  he 
had  placed  before  his  guests,  and  they  proceeded  to  eat 
io  silence  as  profound  as  his  own.  To  the  Saracen  this 
gravity  was  natural,  and  the  Christian  imitated  his  taci- 
turnity, while  he  employed  his  thoughts  on  the  singularity 
of  his  own  situation,  and  the  contrast  betwixt  the  wild, 
furious  gesticulations,  loud  cries,  and  fierce  actions  of 
Tlieodoric,  when  they  first  met  him,  and  the  demure, 
solemn,  decorous  assiduity  with  which  he  now  performed 
the  duties  of  hospitality. 

When  their  meal  was  ended,  the  hermit,  who  had  not 
himself  eaten  a  morsel,  removed  the  fragments  from  the 
table,  and  placing  before  the  Saracen  a  pitcher  of  sher- 
bet, assigned  to  the  Scot  a  flask  of  wine.  4^ 

"Drink,"  he  said,  "my  children," — ^they  were  the  first 
woMs  he  had  spoken, — "  the  gifts  of  God  are  to  be  en« 
joyed,  when  tlie  Giver  is  remembered." 

Having  said  this,  he  retired  to  the  outward  ceU,  prob* 
ably  for  performance  of  his  devotions,  and  left  his  cjuc^ts 
together  in  tlie  inner  apartment ;  when  S\r  Keux\^\\\  ^tv- 
deawmued,  bjr  mious  guestioDs,  to  draw  {rQiaSV\«e\V^K 
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what  tliot  Emir  knew  concerning  his  host.  He  wu  t 
teresicd  by  more  tlinn  mere  curioNty  id  ibese  inqiiiriefc 
Dl/Gctilt  as  ii  was  to  reconcile  the  outrBgeoui  demeiaav 
of  ihe  recluse,  bi  his  6nt  appenrance,  to  hii  present  hua>- 
blc  and  placid  behariour,  it  seemed  yet  mora  iinpoiribte 
•  to  llilnk  it  consistent  with  the  higli  consideration  in  whwh, 
according  lo  wliat  Sir  Kenneth  had  learned,  this  bennit 
was  held  by  the  most  enlightened  divines  of  the  Cbri^ 
lian  world.  Tlieodoric,  tJte  hermit  of  Engaddi,  IimI,  in 
that  character,  been  the  correspondent  of  popes  nd 
councils  ;  to  wham  his  letters,  full  of  eloqiiem  ferrov, 
Jiad  described  the  miseries  imposed  by  the  unbeUenn 
upon  the  Lnlin  Christians  in  the  Holy  Land,  in  coloiin 
scnrcc  inferior  to  those  employed  at  the  Council  of  Chr- 
moni  by  the  Hermit  Peter,  when  he  preached  ibe  fini 
crusade.  To  find,  in  a  person  so  rererend,  and  so  mucfa 
revered,  the  frantic  gestures  of  a  mad  fakir,  induced  iht 
Chnsiisn  knight  to  pause  ere  he  could  resolve  to  con- 
municatc  to  him  certain  important  matters,  which  he  hid 
in  charee  from  some  of  tlie  leaders  of  the  crusede. 

Ilhact  been  a  main  object  of  Sir  Kenneth's  pilgriniige,it 
tempted  by  a  route  so  unusual,  to  make  such  communica- 
tions; but  nhai  lieliad  that  night  seen  induced  hiin  to  peiiiB 
and  ruflect  ere  he  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  his  oom- 
mission.  From  the  Euiir  lie  could  not  extract  much  inla^ 
mniion,  hut  ilic  general  tenor  was  as  follows : — That,  as  bi 
had  heard,  the  liennit  had  been  once  a  brave  and  raliaal 

.  soldier,  wise  in  coiiniel,  and  fortunate  in  battle,  which Ivl 
he  could  easily  believe  from  the  great  strength  and  agiliff 
which  he  had  often  seen  him  display  ; — that  he  had  i^ 
peared  at  Jerusalem  in  the  character  not  of  a  pilgrim,  bit 

^L  that  of  one  who  had  devoted  himself  to  dwell  lor  ihen- 
niainder  of  his  life  in  the  Holy  Land.  Shortly  aftenrardi, 
he  fixed  his  residence  amid  the  scenes  oT  deaolatioa  when 
they  now  fonnil  him,  respected  by  the  Latins  for  his  u^ 
tore  deKption,  and  by  the  Turks  and  Arabs  on  account  of 
die  symptoms  9f  insanity  which  he  displayed,  and  which 
they  ascribed  In  inspii^Xron.     U  viaa  from,  them  he  bad  dM 

name  of  Hamako,  wVs«\i  eiLycMR*  wAt 
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the  Turkish  language.  Sfaeerkohf  himself  seemed  at  a 
loss  how  to  rank  their  host.  He  had  been,  he  said,  a 
wise  man,  and  could  often  for  many  hours  together  speak 
lessons  of  virtue  or  wisdom,  without  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  inaccuracy.  At  other  times  he  was  wild  and 
violent,  but  never  before  had  he  seen  him  so  mischiev- 
ously disposed  as  he  had  that  day  appeared  to  be.  His 
rage  was  chiefly  provoked  by  any  affront  to  his  religion  ; 
and  there  was  a  story  of  some  wandering  Arabs,  who  had 
insulted  his  worship  and  defaced  his  altar,  and  whom  he 
had  on  that  account  attacked  and  slain  witli  the  short  flail, 
which  he  carried  with  him  in  lieu  of  all  other  weapons. 
This  incident  had  made  a  great  noise,  and  it  was  as  much 
die  fear  of  the  hermit's  iron  flail,  as  regard  for  his  char- 
acter as  a  Hamako,  which  caused  the  roving  tribes  to  re- 
spect his  dwelling  and  his  chapel.  His  fame  had  spread 
to  far,  that  Saladin  had  issued  particular  orders  that  he 
should  be  spared  and  protected.  He  himself,  and  otliep 
Moslem  lords  of  rank,  had  visited  the  cell  more  than 
once,  partly  from  curiosity,  partly  tliat  they  expected  from 
a  man  so  learned  as  the  Christian  Hamako,  some  insight 
into  the  secrets  of  futurity.  ^'  He  had,"  continued  the 
Saracen,  *^  a  Rashid,  or  observatory,  of  great  height, 
contrived  to  view  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  particularly 
the  planetary  system ;  by  whose  movements  and  influ- 
ences, as  both  Christian  and  Moslem  believed,  the  course 
of  human  events  was  regulated;  and  might  be  predicted." 
This  was  the  substance  of  the  Emir  Sheerkohf's  infor- 
mation, and  it  left  Sir  Kenneth  in  doubt  whether  the  char-' 
acter  of  insanity  arose-  from  the  occnsioual  excessive 
fervour  of  the  hermit's  zeal,  or  whether  it  was  not  alto- 
gether fictitious,  and  assumed  for  the  sake  of  the  imrail^ 
nities  which  it  aflbrded.  Yet  it  seemed  that  the  infidels 
had  carried  their  complaisance  towards  him  to  an  uncom- 
mon length,  considering  the  fanaticism  of  the  followers  of 
Mohammed,  in  the  midst  of  whom  he  was  hving,  though 
the  professed  enemy  of  their  failli.  He  thought  alsQ 
there  was  more  intimacy  of  acquaintance  V^VvsmNXv^Xv^^- 
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ral  elfusion  of  soiiit;  Imll-tiiligitluiied  ptiiloao{itit;r,  nliG^ 
in  llm  fnltkd  licit)',  Arimnjies,  suw  Lul  (lie  (ire valency ' 
of  iuor;il  uml  physical  evjl  ;  but  in  the  cars  of  Sir  Kei> 
null)  of  Uie  LiHopard,  iliey  had  a  ditli'rent  etfoci,  and 
sung  as  tlicy  were  by  one  who  had  just  boasted  liim»el 
a  desconditiit  of  dtnioiis,  sounded  very  like  an  addrei 
of  worship  to  the  airh-lieiid  liimsclf.  He  weighed  n 
in  hiiDsell',  ivliether,  on  hearing  such  blasplicniy  in  ^h 
very  desert  wliere  Sulaa  lind  stood  rebuked  for  demand 
ing  homage,  taking  iin  abrupt  lenvg  of  die  Siiracen  vr 
Btiflicient  lo  testify  hisabhornnce  j  r,r  whether  he  was  D 
rather  constrained  by  his  vow  as  u  crnsa<ler,  to  defy  tl 
tnlidel  to  combat  on  the  s[k>i,  and  leave  liiin  food  for  tk 
beasts  df  the  wilderness,  when  his  atleiitioii  was  suddo] 
ly  caught  by  an  unexpected  apparition. 

Tlie  liglit  was  now  verging  low,  yet  served  tlie  kot^lj 
still  to  discern  that  they  luo  were  no  longer  alone  Ii 
forest,  hut  were  closely  wiilebcd  by  a  figure  of  grei 
height  and  very  diin,  wlilrh  skipped  over  rocks  and  busbc 
with  so  much  agility,  as,  added  to  tbe  wild  and  hirsuli 
appearance  of  the  individual,  reminded  him  of  llic  fauiT 
and  sylvans,  wliose  images  be  bad  seen  in  llie  ancici 
temples  of  Rome.  As  llie  single-hearted  ScolchmU 
liad  never  for  a  moment  doubted  these  gods  of  tlie  an-, 
cient  Gcnliles  lo  he  actually  devils,  so  he  now  hesitated 
not  lo  believe  tliat  die  blasphemous  hymn  of  the  Saracen 
had  raised  up  an  infernal  spirit. 
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**  But  vfhzt  recks  it !"  said  stout  Sir  Kienncth  to  bim- 
elf ;  *'  down  with  the  fiend  and  his  worshippers  !^ 

He  did  not,  however,  think  it  necessary  to  give  the 
uune  warning  of  defiance  to  two  enemies,  as  he  would 
uquestionably  have  afibrded  to  one.  His  hand  was  up- 
in  his  mace,  and  perhaps  the  unwarj  Saracen  would  have 
leen  paid  for  his  Persian  poetiy,  by  having  his  brains 
lashed  out  on  the  spot  without  any  reason  assigned  for 
i  ;  but  the  Scottish  knight  was  spared  from  committing 
vhat  would  have  been  a  sore  blot- in  his  sliield  of  arms, 
rhe  apparition,  on  which  his  eyes  had  been  fixed  for 
ome  time,  had  at  first  appeared  to  dog  their  path  by 
MHicealing  itself  behind  rocks  and  shrubs,  using  those 
idvantages  of  the  ground  with  great  address,  and  sur- 
nounting  its  irregularities  with  surprising  agility.  At 
ength,  just  as  the  Saracen  paused  m  his  song,  the  figure, 
rhich  was  that  of  a  tall  man  clothed  in  goat-skins,  sprung 
Dto  the  midst  of  the  path,  and  seized  a  rein  of  the  Sa* 
acen's  bridle  in  either  hand,  confronting  thus  and  bear- 
Dg  back  the  noble  horse,  which,  unable  to  endure  the 
oanner  in  which  this  sudden  assailant  pressed  the  long- 
rmed  bit^  and  the  sq|TO  curb,  which,  according  to.  the 
sstem  fashion,  was^JSfed  ring  of  iron,  reared  u))right, 
od  finally  fell  backfrards  on  his  master,  who,  however, 
voided  the  peril  of  the  fall,  by  lightly  throwing  himself 
0  one  ride. 

The  assailant  then  shifted  his  grasp  from  tlie  bridle  of 
be  horse  to  the  tliroat  of  the  rider,  flung  himself  above 
be  struggling  Saracen,  and,  despite  of  his  youth  and  ac- 
hrity,  kept  him  undermost,  wreathing  his  long  arms  above 
bose  of  his  prisoner,  who  called  out  angrily,  and  yet 
lalf-laughing  at  the  same  time — ^*  Hamako — fool — ^un- 
XMe  me— this  passes  thy  privilege — unloose  me,  or  I  will 
se  my  dagger." 

"  Thy  dagger  ! — infidel  dog  !"  said  the  figure  in  the 
;ott-skins,  ^<  nold  it  in  thy  gripe  if  thou  canst !"  and  in 
ji  instant  he  wrenched  the  Saracen's  weapon  out  of  its 
owner's  hand,  and  brandished  it  over  his  ViQ%d* 
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"  Helfi,  Nazareoe  !"  cried  Sbeerkobf,  now  sorkiuslf 
alarmed  ;  "  help,  or  il)e  Hamako  will  slaj-  me."  ■ 

"  Slay  ibce  !"  roplicd  llie  dweller  of  the  desert ;  "  and^ 
well  hnsi  ihou  merited  death,  for  singing  ihy  bliLsphomoui 
hymns,  not  only  to  the  praise  of  thy  fal^  proptict,  vb( 
is  the  foul  6end*s  harbinger,  but  to  Uiat  of  liie  Author  o 
Evil  himself." 

Tile  Cliristian  kniglit  had  hitherto  looked  on  as  om 
BtupilJed,  so  strangely  hnd  tliis  rencontre  eontradiclcd,  i 
its  progress  and  event,  all  that  he  bad  previously  coiiJM 
tiired.  He  felt,  however,  at  length)  that  it  touched  lu^ 
honour  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  his  discomfited  conipan 
ion  ;  and  therefore  addressed  himself  to  the  victoriom 
figure  ill  the  goat-skins. 

"  Wliosne'er  thou  art,"  he  said,  "  and   wbcihcr  i 
gnad  or  of  evil,  know  that  1  am  sworn  for  Uic  lime  to  M 
tru0  comp:inion  to  the  Suracen  whom  llion  boldest  tindM 
tht!«  ;  therefore,  1  pray   thee  to  let  him  arise,  cbe  1  wiT 
do  baide  with  lliee  in  his  behalf." 

"  And  a  projier  quarrel  it  were,"  answered  llie  HjmaliO 
"  for  a  Crusader  lo  do  battle  in — for  tbe  sake  of  au  utk 
baptized  do^  to  comhat  one  of  fahttwo  holy  faitJi  1  All 
thou  come  forth  to  the  wildcrnMfluBght  for  the  C'reaceol 
against  the  Cru^s  ?  A  goodly  soldlHTof  Ood  an  ihou,  M 
listen  to  those  who  sing  the  praises  of  Satan  !'' 

Vl-i,  wl.ile  be  s'loke  iliiis,  he  arose  hlinself,  and,  luf 
faring  the  Saracen  to  arise  also,  returned  liim  bis  coo^ar 
or  poniard. 

"  Thou  sccsl  to  ivbat  a  ])oinI  of  peril  thy  presumpliM 
hath  brought  tliee,"  continued  he  of  tiic  goat-^ins,  boM 
addressing  Shoerkolif,  "  and  by  what  weak  lut^uis  di) 
practised  skill  and  boasted  agility  can  be  foiled,  when  audi 
i>  Heaven's  pleasure.  Wherefore,  beware,  O  Ilderin  | 
for  know  that,  were  liiere  not  a  twinkle  in  the  star  of  ik^ 
imtivity,  which  promises  for  lliee  aomelliing  that  is  goa 
and  gracious  in  Heaven's  good  time,  we  two  had  not  jiait 
ed    till  1  had   torn   nuunder  the   throat  whieh  so  lately 
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**  Hamako,"  said  the  Saracen,  without  any  appearance 
of  resenting  die  violent  language,  and  yet  more  violent 
assault,  ta  which  he  had  been  subjected,  "  I  pray  tliec, 
good  Hamako,  to  beware  liow  thou  dost  again  urge  tliy 
privilege  over  far  ;  for  though,  cs  a  good  Moslem,  I  re- 
spect those  whom  heaven  hath  deprived  of  ordinary  rea- 
son, in  order  to  endow  them  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy, 
yet  I  like  not  other  men's  hands  on  the  bridle  of  my 
lK>rse,  neither  upon  my  own  person.  Speak,  therefore, 
what  thou  wilt,  secure  of  any  resentment  from  me  ;  but 
gather  so  much  sense  as  to  apprehend,  that  if  thou  shah 
again  proffer  me  any  violence,  I  will  strike  tby  sliagged 
head  from  thy  meagre  shoulders. — And  to  thee,  friend 
Kenneth,"  he  added,  as  he  remounted  his  steed,  '^  I  must 
needs  say,  that,  in  a  companion  through  the  desert,  I  love 
friendly  deeds  better  than  fair  words.  Of  the  last  thou 
bast  given  me  enough  ;  but  it  had  been  better  to  havo 
aided  me  more  speedily  in  my  struggle  with  tliis  Hamako, 
who  had  well  nigh  taken  my  life  in  his  frenzy." 

**  By  my  faith,"  said  the  Knight,  *'  I  did  somewhat 
fail — ^was  somewhat  tardy  in  rendering  tliee  instant  help ; 
but  the  strangeness  of  the  assailant,  the  suddenness  of 
the  scene — ^it  was  as  if  thy  wild  and  wicked  lay  had  rais* 
ed  the  devil  amone  us — and  such  was  my  confusion, 
that  two  or  three  minutes  elapsed  ere  I  could  take  to  my 
weapon." 

^  Thou  art  but  a  cold  and  considerate  friend,"  said 
the  Saracen  ;  "  and,  had  the  Hamako  been  one  grain 
more  frantic,  thy  companion  had  been  slain  by  thy  side, 
to  thy  eternal  dishonour,  without  thy  stirring  a  finger  in 
fait  aid,  although  thou  satest  by,  mounted,  and  in  arms." 

•*  By  my  word,  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  "  if  tliou 
wih  have  it  in  plain  terms,  I  thought  that  strange  figure 
was  the  devil ;  and  being  of  thy  lineage,  I  knew  not  what 
family  secret  you  might  be  communicating  to  each  other, 
as  you  lay  lovingly  rolling  together  on  the  sand." 

**  Thy  gibe  is  no  r.nswer,  brother  Kenneth,"  said  the 
Saracen  ;   *'  for  know,  that  had  my  a&s^\\aL\xX  \^^^xi  vo^ 
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deed  die  Prince  of  Darknes9,  llrou  wcrt  bonnd  w* 
ESS  to  eiiler  into  combat  with  him  in  t)i/  romrailc'i 
If.     Know,  o\so,  thai  whatever  there  may  bo  of  fool 

of  fiendish  ahout  tho  Humako,  belongs  more  to  ytx 
lineage  ihiin  to  mine  ;  tltis  Hamaico  beia^,  in  tnitb,  tl 
anchorite  whom  tliou  am  come  Iiiilier  to  visit." 

"  This!"  sail!  Sir  Kenneth,  looking  at  the  ntblelic  jn 
wasted  (Igiiro  helbre  h!in — "  this  ! — thou  tnockest,  San 
cen — lliis  cannot  he  Uic  venerable  Theoclnnc  !" 

*'  Askhimsoir,  if  liiou  wilt  not  believe  me,"  ansnren 
Shecrlcohf ;  anil  ere  ilie  words  hnd  left  Ills  mouth,  ll 
lii.*rntit  gave  evidence  in  his  own  behalf. 

"  !  am  Tiieodotic  of  Eiigaddi,"  lie  said — "  1  nm  tl 
walker  of  the  desert — I  am  friend  of  the  cross,  nnd  fli! 
of  all  infidels,  heretics,  and  devil-wor shippers.  Ave 
yo,  avoiJ  yo  ! — Down  with  Mahoiuid,  Terma^aunc,  ai 
all  tbcir  adherents  !" — So  aayin^,  he  pulled  tiotfi  aiul4 
his  shaggy  [garment  a  sort  of  flail  or  jointed  club,  bow 
witli  iron,  which  he  brandished  round  hia  head  mih  ni 
gnlar  dexterity. 

«*  Thou  sees!   tliy  Baini,"  said  the  Saracen,  Intiglun; 
for  the  first  time,  at  ihc   unmitigated   astonishment  fl' 
wiiich   Sir   Kennedi  looked  on   tlic    wild  gestures,  i 
heard  the  wayward  inniiering  of  Thoodoric,  who,  atu 
6-nin^iaf'  his  Hail  i  i  every  direction,  apparently  quite  ri 
less  whether  it  eiico'.mtcred  the  head  of  either  of  h 
companions,  linaPy  slionvd  his  own   strenc;th,  and  it 
jvendncss  of  the  weapon,  by  striking  into  fnigiaeiUil 
stone  which  lay  near  him. 
This  is  a  madman,"  said  Sir  Kenneth. 
Not  tlie  worse  saint,"  returned  the  Moslem,  9 
according  to  the  well-known  Eastern  belief,  that  mid 
men  arc  under  the   influence  of  immediate   inspiratioil 
"  KnoiT,  Christian,  tliiit   when  one  eye  is  exdnpiiahflf^ 
the  other  becomes  more  keen — when  one  himd  is  cutofl 
the  other  Iieconiea  more  powerful  ;  so,  when  otir  rea 

human  Uijne;sis  disturbed  or  destroyed, our  view  faeaf 
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Here  the  voice  of  the  Saracen  was  drowoed  m  that 
>f  the  hermit,  who  began  to  hollo  aloud  in  a  wild  chant- 
ing tone, — "  I  am  Theodoric  of  Engaddi — I  am  the  torch- 
brand  of  the  desert — I  am  the  flail  of  the  infidels !  The 
lion  and  the  leopard  shall  be  my  comrades,  and  draw 
ligh  to  my  cell  for  shelter  ;  neitlicr  shall  tlie  goat  be 
ifraid  of  their  fangs — ^I  am  the  toich  and  the  lantern — 
Kyrie  Eleison  V^ 

He  closed  his  song  by  a  short  race,  and  ended  that 
igain  by  tliree  forward  bounds,  which  would  have  dcMie 
lim  great  credit  in  a  gymnastic  academy,  but  became  his 
character  of  hermit  so  indiflcrently,  that  the  Scottish 
knight  was  altogetlier  confounded  and  bewildered. 

Tlie  Saracen  seemed  to  understand  him  better;  '^  You 
lee,*'  he  said,  '*  that  he  expects  us  to  follow  him  to  his 
sell,  wliich,  indeed,  is  our  only  place  of  refuge  for  the 
night*  You  are  tlie  leopard,  from  the  portrait  on  your 
shield — ^I  am  the  lion,  as  ray  name  imports — and,  by  the 
goat,  alluding  to  his  garb  of  goat-skins,  he  means  him- 
self. We  must  keep  him  in  sight,  however,  for  he  is  as 
leet  as  a  dromedary."  '. 

In  fact,  the  task  was  a  difficult  one,  for  tiiough  the 
everend  guide  stopped  from  time  to  time,  and  waved  his 
land,  as  if  to  encourage  tliem  to  come  on,  yet,  well  ac« 
[uamted  with  all  the  winding  dells  and  passes  of  the 
iesert,  and  gifted  with  uncommon  activity,  which,  per- 
laps,  an  unsettled  state  of  mind  kept  in  constant  exer- 
:ise,  he  led  the  knights  tlirough  chasms,  and  along  foot- 
Miths,  where  even  the  light-armed  Saracen,  with  his  well- 
rained  barb,  was  in  considerable  risk,  and  where  the 
ronrsheathcd  European,  and  hb  over-burdened  horse. 
ound  themselves  in  such  eminent  peril,  as  the  rid4r 
fould  gladly  have  exchanged  for  the  dangers  of  a  gene- 
«!  action.  Glad  he  was  when,  at  length,  after  this  wild 
vce,  he  beheld  tlie  holy  man  who  had  led  it  standing  in 
rant  of  a  cavern,  with  a  large  torch  in  his  handgcompos- 
id  of  a  piece  of  wood  dipped  in  bitumen,  which  cast  a 
iroad  and  flickering  light,  and  emitted  a  «Uoii^  ^>A\kW» 


TAi^i  o*  TUB  cncsAnr 

Undeterred  hy  the  stifling  vtijiourt  tli 
hinaseir  from  his  borsc  nnd  entered  die  cavern,  uliieli  al> 
forded  aiuail  aiipcaranca  of  ucconiiuoduliiMi.  Tbu  cell 
wos  divided  into  itvo  pins,  tu  the  outward  of  wliicij  wore 
lui  allar  of  stone,  mid  a  crucilix  made  of  reeds  :  Thi* 
served  the  aiiejiorite  for  Ills  chapel.  On  onu  side  of  tim 
oiittvord  ciive  tlitt  ChriHiaii  knight,  tlioiigd  not  niilioU 
scruple,  arising  from  religious  reverence  to  tlie  ol>j««ti 
uuuud,  fiisieiied  up  Itis  horse,  and  arrnngcd  him  for  the 
night,  in  iinituiion  of  llie  Saracen,  nho  gHvc  lum  to  under; 
Maud  Uui  such  was  tlie  custom  of  tiie  plnce.  The  bett 
mit,  nteniiwhilc,  was  busied  putting  his  inner  apartmeol 
ia  order  to  receive  his  gitests,  and  there  liicy  soon  joiiied 
him.  At  the  bciliom  of  the  outer  cave,  u  small  apeitura, 
tlosed  with  a  door  of  rough  plank,  led  into  the  sleeping 
iipartment  of  the  hermit,  which  was  more  enmmodioua. 
The  Door  had  beeu  hrou);ht  to  a  ruii^li  level  h)'  the  U- 
baiir  of  the irdiabitanl,  and  then  strewed  with  i^hiic  staad, 
which  he  daily  sprinkled  niUi  nater  from  a  small  foun- 
taiD  which  bubhled  out  of  the  rock  in  one  corner,  aflbrd- 
iMg,  in  that  stifling  ciimato,  refieshineni  alike  lo  tite  eai 
~~d  the  taste.     MattreEses,  nroudit  of  twisted  i!a^3,Iif 

die  side  of  the  cell ;  the  sides,  like  the  tloor,  had  beea 

iglily  brought  lo  shope,  and  several  herbs  and  flowwi 
irere  Inmg  around  tlieni.  Two  waxen  lurches,  ivliicb 
the  hermit  lighted,  giive  a  cbeurfnl  air  to  the  place,  wbicb 
was  rendered  agreeable  by  its  fragrance  snd  coolness. 

Tliere  were  implements  of  labour  !d  one  corner  ofllw 
apartment,  in  the  other  was  a  niche  for  a  rude  siatuo  oflbc 
Virgin.  A  table  and  two  ehuirs  showed  [hat  ihcy  miulbt 
the  handiwork  oflhe  nnclioriie,beingdiircrent  in  their  funv 
^pm  oriental  accoMimodatioas.  The  former  was  (-u\ '.[•>>'. 
not  only  with  reeds  und  pulse,  but  .ilso  with  dii>.'d  f!t>lj. 
which  Thoixloric  assiduously  placed  in  such  iirrini;.  uj<-«i 
assliould  invite  the  appetite  of  bis  guests.  Tbi«  apjii:jc 
once  of  U3urtesy,  ihoiif^h  mule,  and  expre^ncd  by  gcMum 
only,  seerned  to  Sir  Kenneth  something  eniiruly  irnjcon- 
eUabte  with  his  fotmet  wild  and  violent  demeant 
^^breniuiils  of  iho  Uctm'iX  weici  vn'^i  \»»»K»aj 
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rarently  it  was  ooly  a  aense  of  religious  bumilia-' 
cb  prevented  bis  features,  emaciated  as  they  were 
jstere  mode  of  life,  from  being  majestic  and  noble. 
1  bis  cell,  as  one  who  seemed  born  to  rule  over 
It  who  had  abdicated  his  empire  to  become  the 
of  Heaven.  Still,  it  must  be  allowed  that  bis  gi- 
;ize,  the  lengtli  of  his  unshaven  locks  and  beard, 
fire  of  a  deep-set  and  wild  eye,  were  rather  at- 
of  a  soldier  than  of  a  recluse, 
the  Saracen  seemed  to  regard  the  anchorite  with 
eneration,  while  he  was  thus  employed,  and  he 
ed  in  a  low  tone  to  Sir  Kenneth,  '^  The  Hamako 
n  his  better  mind,  but  he  will  not  speak  until  we 
ten — such  is  his  vow." 

s  in  silence,  accordingly,  that  Theodoric  motion- 
e  Scot  to  take  his  place  on  one  of  the  low  chairs, 
hcerkohf  placed  himself,  after  the  custom  of  bis 
ipon  a  cushion  of  mats.  The  hermit  then  held 
bands,  as  if  blessing  the  refreshment  which  he 
zed  before  his  guests,  and  they  proceeded  to  eat 
;e  as  profound  as  bis  own.  To  the  Saracen  this 
was  natural,  and  the  Christian  imitated  bis  taci- 
while  he  employed  his  thoughts  on  the  singularity 
wn  situation,  and  the  contrast  betwixt  the  wild, 
gesticulations,  loud  cries,  and  fierce  actions  of 
ric,  when  they  first  met  him,  and  the  demure, 
decorous  assiduity  ^ith  which  he  now  performed 
es  of  hospitality. 

1  their  meal  was  ended,  the  hermit,  who  had  not 
eaten  a  morsel,  removed  the  fragments  from  the 
id  placing  before  the  Saracen  a  pitcher  of  sher- 
igned  to  the  Scot  a  flask  of  wine.  t(P 

nk,"  he  said,  "my  children," — they  were  the  6m 
le  had  spoken, — "  the  gifts  of  God  are  to  be  en* 
vben  the  Giver  is  remembered." 
ng  said  this,  he  retired  to  the  outward  cett,  prob* 
'  performance  of  his  dcvotion<t,  and  left  his  guests 
r  in  the  inner  apartment ;  when  Sir  Kfttvci^vVv  eti- 
wi,  by  various  questions,  to  draw  (coiiLS!^^e\V.^\ 


^J  ^council 

^KfKmtl 


viiin  tbnt  Bmir  knew  concCTning  his  boat.     He  Wts  II 
teresicd  by  more  timn  mere  curiosity  in  these  inquiiii 
Difficult  a.4  it  WHS  to  rrconcile  tlie  nutrsgeoiis  tlvraciina 
of  the  recluse,  at  his  lirsi  nppenriince,  to  lus  present  Uiii 
ble  bikI  placid  helinvioiir,  it  seemed  yet  more  impossiU 
to  titinit  il  consistent  with  the  high  conntd  era  lion  in  wbi<  * 
according  to  what  Sir  Kenneth  had   learned,  this  hen 
was   held  by  the  most  enlightened  divines  of  the  Chi 
tian  world.     Tiioodoric,  the  hermit  of  Engaddi,  had, 
■hat  rlinracter,  been   the  correspondent  o(  {lopes  ■ 
V ^councils;  to  u-Imm  bis  letters.  Cull  of  eloqitenl  lervodj 
d  described  Ibe  miseries  imposed  fay  the  unbeliev 
n  the  Littn  Clirtstians  in  the  Holy  Lniid,  in  colo 
CO  inferior  lo  those  employed  nt  the  Council  of  C) 
eaom  by  the  Hermit  Peter,  when  he  preached  the  btf 
cnisnde.     To  find,  iit  a  person  so  reverend,  and  so  iiiuifc 
revQrod,  the  frantic  gestures  of  a  mad  fukir,  induced  itN 
Christian  knight  to  pause  ere  be  could  resolve  io  coiif 
municale  to  him  certain  iinpormm  matters,  which  he  had 
ID  charee  from  some  of  ttie  lenders  of  the  cnisndv. 

It  bad  been  a  main  object  of  Sir  KenDeth'spilgrTinBge,aP 
templed  by  a  roule  so  unusual,  to  make  such  cumnuinioi- 
lions;  but  what  he  had  ibalni^htseen  induced  bimtu|wa« 
and  reflect  ere  lie  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  bi.«  com- 
mission. From  the  Emir  he  could  not  exiraci  itim!]  mt-^- 
million,  but  ibe  general  tenor  was  as  follows:— Tlr;t^-  i"- 
had  heard,  ibe  hermit  hud  been  once  a  brare  and  i  liiiit 

■""'"tier,  wise  in  counsel,  and  fortunate  in  battle,  wliii:iili'i 
coidd  easily  believe  from  the  great  strength  and  agililj 
ch  Iio  had  ofiea  seen  him  display  ; — that  he  had  tp- 
red  at  Jerusalem  in  the  ebnracter  not  of  a  pilgrim,  Iwi 
liat  ofone  who  had  devoted  himself  to  dwell  for  die  re- 
nder of  his  life  in  dte  Holy  Land.  Shortly  aiUMw  ■.<r.'~ 
ixed  his  residence  ainid  ttie  scenes  of  desuliiiion  \ifi<-ri: 
».»/  now  found  him,  rcsi>ecled  by  the  I<atin«  for  his  .-ii- 
tare  d^Kption,  and  by  the  Turks  and  Arabs  on  nco'ini  .^1 
the  !iyu)])loms  tf!  insanity  which  he  displayed,  nful  » |iii  ii 
they  ascribed  to '»i8\>waiwn.    Vvwu&fram  tliembeiwdtfaa 
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ie  Turkish  language.  Sbeerkolif  himself  seemed  at  a 
>ss  how  to  rank  their  host.  He  had  been,  he  said,  a 
'ise  man,  and  could  often  for  many  hours  together  speak 
»8ons  of  virtue  or  wisdom,  without  the  slightest  appear- 
Dce  of  inaccuracy.  At  other  times  he  was  wild  and 
blent,  but  never  before  had  he  seen  him  so  mischiev- 
usiy  disposed  as  he  had  that  day  appeared  to  be.  His 
ige  was  chiefly  provoked  by  any  aiiront  to  his  religion  } 
dd  there  was  a  story  of  some  wandering  Arabs,  who  had 
eulted  his  worship  and  defaced  his  altar,  and  whom  he 
ad  on  that  account  attacked  and  slain  with  the  short  flail, 
bich  he  carried  with  him  in  lieu  of  all  other  weapons. 
*hi8  incident  had  made  a  great  noise,  and  it  was  as  much 
le  fear  of  the  hermit^s  iron  flail,  as  regard  for  his  char- 
::ter  as  a  Hamako,  which  caused  the  roving  tribes  to  re- 
)ect  his  dwelling  and  his  chapel.  His  fame  had  spread 
I  far,  that  Saladin  had  issued  particular  orders  that  he 
lould  be  spared  and  protected.  He  himself,  and  otliep 
Foslcm  lords  of  rank,  had  visited  the  cell  more  than 
ice,  partly  from  curiosity,  partly  tliat  they  expected  from 
man  so  learned  as  the  Christian  Hamako,  some  insight 
to  the  secrets  of  futurity.  "  He  had,"  continued  the 
aracen,  '^  a  Rashid,  or  observatory,  of  great  height, 
mtrived  to  view  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  particularly 
e  planetary  system ;  by  whose  movements  and  influ- 
ices,  as  botli  Christian  and  Moslem  believed,  the  course 
'  human  events  was  regulated;  and  might  be  predicted.** 
This  was  the  substance  of  the  Emir  Shecrkohf's  infer- 
ation,  and  it  left  Sir  Kenneth  in  doubt  whether  the  char-' 
:ter  of  insanity  arose-  from  the  occnsiooal  excessive 
rvour  of  the  hermit's  zeal,  or  whether  it  was  not  alto- 
ither  fictitious,  and  assumed  for  the  sake  of  the  immi# 
lies  which  it  afforded.  Yet  it  seemed  that  the  infidels 
id  c^arried  their  complaisance  towards  him  to  an  uncom- 
ion  length,  considering  the  fanaticism  of  the  followers  of 
loliammed,  in  the  midst  of  whom  he  was  living,  though 
le  professed  enemy  of  their  faiili.  He  thouglit  alsQ 
lere  was  more  intimacy  of  acquaintance  \)i;iX\\'\yA.>\\^V«V' 

ff     .TQL,    if. 
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mit  and  the  Saracen,  than  the  words  of  iha  I^tsr  litdia* 
duccd  hnn  to  anticipate ;  and  it  had  not  escaped  luii, 
that  the  former  liad  called  the  latter  by  a  name  difierenl 
from  chat  which  lie  himself  had  assumed.  All  these  ccnh 
sideratiotis  authorized  caution,  if  not  suspicion.  He  d^ 
termincd  to  observe  his  host  closely,  and  not  to  be  am 
hasty  in  communicating  with  him  oa  the  important  charge 
entrusted  to  hitn. 

"  Beware,  Saracen,"  he  said  ;  "  mcthinka  our  hnst'i 
imagiiiatjon  wanders  as  well  on  the  subject  of  names  m 
upon  other  matters.  Thy  nnme  is  Sheerkohf,  tnd  hi 
colled  thee  but  now  by  another." 

"  My  name,  ivhen  in  the  tent  of  my  &ther,"  replied 
the  Ktirdman,  "  was  llderim,  and  by  this  I  am  still  di> 
tingui^hed  by  many.  In  the  field,  and  to  soldiers,  I  an 
known  as  lliD  Lion  of  the  Mountain,  being  the  name  my 
good  sword  hath  won  for  me. — But  hush,  tlie  Hamako 
comes — it  is  to  warn  us  to  rest — I  know  hia  custoiD— 
none  must  watch  him  at  his  vigils." 

The  anchorite  accordingly  entered,  and  foldhig  Ini 
arms  on  his  bosom  as  he  stood  before  them,  said  with  a 
solemn  voice, — "  Blessed  he  His  name,  who  hath  ajh 
pointed  the  quiet  night  to  follow  the  busy  day,  and  tba 
calm  sleep  to  refresh  the  wearied  limbs,  and  to  compose 
the  troubled  spirit." 

Both  warriors  replied  "  Amen  \"  and,  arising  tna 
the  table,  prepared  to  betake  themselves  to  the  coucfaei| 
'  which  their  host  indicated  by  waving  hia  hand,  as,  mak- 
ing a  reverence  to  each,  he  agaio  withdrew  from  tba 
epartinent. 

The  Knight  of  the  Leopard  then  disarmed  himaelT 
of  his  heavy  panoply,  his  Saracen  companion  kindly 
assisting  him  to  undo  his  buckler  and  clasps,  until  be 
,  ^  remained  in  the  close  dress  of  chamois  leather,  which 
Knights  and  men-at-arms  used  lo  wear  under  their  har- 
ness. The  Saracen,  if  he  had  admired  the  streoglb  of 
h^  adversary  when  sheathed  in  steel,  was  now  do  Imh 
struck  with  the  accui^cf  of  ^o^nrtbn  displaved  'a  bii 
nervous  Dod  weU-compac\s4  ^^as%.  *Vte\itt^'«ik.%k 


cMher  bsnd,  as,  in  excbange  of  courtesy,  he  assisted  the 
Saracen  to  disrobe  himself  of  his  upper  gnrments,  that 
he  might  sleep  witli  more  convenience,  was,  on  his  side, 
■t  ■  loss  to  conceive  how  such  slender  proportions,  and 
■iimness  of  figure,  could  be  reconciled  with  the  vigour  ■ 
be  bad  displayed  in  personal  contest. 

Each  warrior  prayed,  ere  he  addressed  himself  to  hifl 
place  of  rest.  Tbe  Moslem  turned  towards  his  Jccbla, 
the  point  to  which  (he  prayer  of  each  follower  of  the 
prophet  was  to  be  addressed,  and  murmured  his  hea- 
then  orisons,  while  the  Christian,  witlidrawing  from  the 
contamination  of  the  infidel's  neighbourhood,  placed  his 
bugs  cross-handled  sword  upright,  and  kneeling  before 
it  as  the  sign  of  salvation,  told  his  tosary  with  a  devo- 
IJon,  whicli  was  enliaucud  by  the  recollection  of  the 
scenes  through  wliicb  he  had  passed,  and  the  dangers 
from  which  he  had  been  rescued  in  tlie  course  of  the  day. 
Both  warriors,  worn  by  (oil  and  travel,  ivere  soon  iiai 
asleep,  each  on  his  separate  pallet. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


'  Kbnneth,  the  Scot,  was  uncertain  how  long  liis  senses 
had  been  lost  in  profound  Ycposc,  when  be  was  roused 
to  recollection  by  a  sense  of  oppression  on  bis  chest, 
which  at  first  suggested  a  flitting  dream  of  struggling 
with  &  powerful  opponent,  and  at  length  recalled  him 
fully  to  his  senses.  He  was  about  to  demand  who  was 
there,  when,  opening  his  eyes,  be  beheld  the  figure  of  the 
anchorite,  wild  and  savage-looking  as  we  have  described 
him,  standing  by  his  bed-side,  and  pressing  his  right 
band  upoD  bis  breast,  while  be  held  a  small  silver  lamp 
iatt«  other. 
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Be  silcrt,"  said  ihe  lipnnir,  ns  tlje  prostrnle  Inielu 
:ed  lip  in  surprise  j  "  I  hnve  that  lo  sny  lo  you  nliich 
r  itiBJcl  must  not  hear." 

;se  words  lie  spoke  i«  Ihe  FreucJi  bi)^ae;e,  and 
act  in  tlje  Liitg;ua  Kranca,  or  compound  of  KaMem  anii 
European  dialects,  which  had  hitherto  been  used  amone;!! 
them. 

"  Arise,"  he  continued,  "put  on  thy  mantle— sponk 
not,  but  (road  ligiitly  nnd  follow  me." 
Sir  Keunelii  arose,  snd  took  his  suord. 

:  needs  not,"  answered  the  nnchorite,  in  a  whisper; 
arc   goln^  where  spiritual  arms  avail   much,  and 
ily  weapons  are  hut  as  the  rccd  snd  the  d«cay«d 
gourd." 

The  knighl  deposited  his  sword  by  the  bed-«ide 
before,  and,  armed  only  with  his  da^^er,  tram  nhichv 
d)ig  perilous  country  he  Dcver  parted,  prepared  to  ftHegij 
""   mysterious  hoet. 

""  '   then  moved  slowly  forwards,  and  w<s 

id  by  tlie  knight,  still  imder  some  unccHnitiiy  whet 
le  dul:  form  which  glided  on  before  to  show  him 
pRth,  WHS  not,  in  fact,  the  cruation  of  a  di^jiiirbod 
They  pnssed,  like  shadows,  into  the  outer  apai-tmvut, 
out  dlstiubin^  ihe  pnynim  Emir,  who  liiy  siill  harieil 
repose.     Before  the  cross  and  nitnr,  in  die  outward 
t  lamp  was  still  burning,  a  misanl  was  displayed, 
the  floor  lay  a  discipline,  or  peniienlial  scourge  of 
cord  and  wire,  the  lushes  of  which  were  rcciritty  sL...,^ 
with  blood,  a  token,  no  douhi,  of  the  severe  penanco4f 
ihe  rccliisc.      Mere  Theodoric  kneeled  down,  and  l>(Mri> 
ed  ID  the  knight  to  lake  his  place  beside  him  upoD  ibl 
sharp  flints,  which  socmed  placed  for  tlie  purpose  of  ren- 
derini;  the  posture  of  reverential  devotion  as  uneasy  U 
possible  ;  he  read  many  prayers  of  the  Catholic  ChurrK 
and    clinntcd,   in  a  low  but  earneEt  votti-,  liirc*  of  iha 
penKcniial  psalms.     These  last  ho  inuirniixcd  witb  rijjbl 
and  tears,  nnd  convulsive  throbs,  which  bore  witoei  "" 
■^Hpty  he  felt  the  AWmc  •^vxx'^  WiucK  tw  redled. 
^■Bisii  knight  assisiei  vi\VL\  v^<^V'^>'^^  ' 


Uiis  p( 
^^«&e  dn 


iixcd  witb  ngn 
DrewitDurin* 
i  redled.^pta 
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As  he  gazed  with  anxious  curiosity  on  the  shrine,  the 
wo  foiding  doors  also  flew  open,  discovering  a  large 
)iece  of  wcxod,  on  i\Licii  were  bluzoncd  the  words  Vera 
3uL-x,  at  tlie  same  time  a  choir  of  female  voices  sung 
IrLtORiA  Patiu.  The  instant  tiie  strain  had  ceased,  the 
Jirine  was  closed,  and  tlie  curtain  again  drawn,  and  the 
[night  who  knelt  at  the  altar  might  now  continue  his  de- 
rotions  undisturbed,  in  honour  of  the  holy  relic  which  had 
>ccn  just  disclosed  to  his  view.  He  did  tiiis  under  the 
irofound  impression  of  onp  who  had  witnessed,  with  liis 
>i¥n  eyes,  an  awful  evidence  of  the  truth  of  his  religion,. 
ind  it/  was  some  time  ere,  concluding  his  orisons,  he 
irose,  and  ventured  to  look  around  him  for  the  hermit, 
]vbo  had  guided  him  to  this  sacred  and  mysterious  spot* 
tie  beheld  him,  his  head  still  muffled  in  the  veil  which 
le  had  himself  wrapped  around  it,  couching,  like  a  rated 
bound,  upon  the  tlireshold  of  the  chnpcl ;  but,  apparent- 
ly, without  venturing  to  cross  it:  tlie  holiest  reverence,  the 
noost  penitential  remorse,  was  expressed  by  his  posture, 
irbich  seemed  that  of  a  man  borne  down  and  crushed 
to  tlie  earth  by  the  burden  of  his  inward  feelings.  It 
leemed  to  the  Scot,  that  only  the  sense  of  the  deepest 
penitence,  remorse  and  humiliation,  could  have  thus  pros- 
trated a  frame  so  strong,  and  a  spirit  so  fiery. 

He  approached  him  as  if  to  speak,  but  the  recluse 
anticipated  his  purpose,  murmuring  in  stifled  tones,  from 
beneath  the  fold  in  which  ,\  k  head  was  muffled,  and 
which  sounded  like  a  voice  proceeding  from  the  cere- 
ments of  a  corpse — "  Abide,  abide — happy  thou  that 
may'st — ^thc  vision  is  not  yet  ended." — So  saying  he 
feared  himself  from  the  ground,  drew  back  from  the 
threshold  on  which  he  had  hitherto  lain  prostrate,  and 
closed  the  door  of  the  chapel,  which,  secured  by  a 
spring  boh  within,  the  snap  of  which  resounded  through 
the  place  appeared  so  much  like  a  part  of  the  living 
rock  from  which  the  cavern  was  hewn,  that  Kenneth 
ccmld  hardly  discern  where  the  aperture  had  been.  He 
wai  BOW  alone  in  the  lighted  chapel,  V7V\\c\\  cowVsaw^ 
ibe  ivHc  io  which  he  had  ktely  rendeTed^\%  \vc39COA3(^\ 
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lOut  other   arms  ihaa  his  dagger,  or  otiier  compan* 
ion  llian  \m  pious  tlionghts  anil  dauiitivss  courage,         ~ 

Uncerlutn  what  was  next  to  happen,  but  reroloed 
abiiie  ilie  course  of  evcnis,  Sir  Ivennclli  paced  the 
ilary  chapel,  till  about  the  time  of  the  earhesi  cock-cri 
ing.     At  litis  (lead  seasoo,  when  night  and  momi;ig 
together)  he  lienid,  but  Trom  whut  quarter  he  could 
discover)  the  suunti  of  such  a  suiall  silver  bell  as  is 
Bt  the  elevation  of  the  host.  In  tlie  ceremony,  or  saci 
Ijce,  as  il  hEis  been  called,  of  ttie  mass.     The  hour 
the  place  rendered  tlie  sound  fearfully  solemn,  and, 
03  he  was,  the  knight  witlidrew  himself  into  the  fardi 
ntiok  of  the  chapel,  at  the  end  opposite  to  the  altar, 
order  to  observe,  willioui  interruption,  the  consequcncei 
of  this  unexpected  signal. 

He  did  not  wait  long  ere  the  silken  curtain  was  a^in 
williHrawn,  and  the  relic  ugaln  presented  to  his  view.  Al 
he  sunk  reverentially  on  his  knee,  he  heard  ihe  sound  of 
ibe  lauds,  or  earliest  ofhce  of  the  Catliolic  church,  sun$ 
by  female  voices,  which  united  together  in  die  perform- 
nnce  as  they  had  done  hi  the  former  service.  The  knight 
waaso^  aware  that  the  voices  were  no  longer  stationaijr 
in  the  oit^tancc,  but  approached  the  chapel  and  hecanw 
lou<tcr,  when  a  door,  impcrccptihie,  when  t-lo9od,lil 
tliat  by  wlilch  he  had  himself  entered,  opened  on  the 
side  of  the  vault,  and  gave  the  tones  of  the  choir 
room  to  swell  along  the  r^j^ied  arches  of  the  roof. 

Tile  Ibiight  dsed  his  eyes  on  the  opening  with  brt 
less  anxiL'tV.  anil,  continuing  to  kneel  in  the  attitude 
devotion  wUfch  the  place  and  scene  re(|uired,  oxpot 
tlio  consequence  of  tliese  preparaiioos.  A  procei 
appeared  about  to  issue  from  die  door.  First,  four  hetor 
uful  boys,  whose  arms,  neck,  and  legs,  were  bare,  shoff* 
ing  the  bronze  complexion  of  the  East,  and  contiaEthi; 
with  the  snow-while  tunics  which  Uiey  wore,  enicrrd  t!w 
chapel  by  two  and  two.  The  first  pair  boru  tml-  :: 
wtlich  they  swung  from  side  to  side, adding  dotil.Ir  iVsi- 
i  to  the  odouts  w'aV  wNncU  \.l\e  chapel  alrewttftl 
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After  these  fonowed,  in  due  and  majestic  orderi  tlie 
fenaales  who  composed  the  choir ;  six,  who,  from  their 
black  scapularies,  and  black  veils  over  their  white  gar- 
ments, appeared  to  be  professed  nuns  of  the  order  oF 
Mount  Carmel ;  and  as  many  whose  veils,  being  white, 
argued  them  to  be  novices,  or  occasional  inhabitants  ia 
the  cloister,  who  were  not  as  yet  bound  to  it  by  vows. 
The  former  held  in  their  hands  large  rosaries,  wnile  the 
yoimger  and  lighter  figures  who  followed,  carried  each  « 
chaplet  of  red  and  white  roses.     They  moved  in  proces- 
sion around  the  chapel,  without  appearing  to  take  the 
slightest  notice  of  Kenneth,  although  passing  so  near  him 
that  their  robes  almost  touched  him ;  while  they  continued 
to  sing,  the  knight  doubted  not  that  he  was  in  one  of  those 
cloisters  where  the  noble  Christian  maidens  had  formerly 
openly  devoted  themselves  to  the  services  of  the  church. 
Most  of  them  had  been  suppressed  since  the  Mahome* 
tans  had  reconquered  Palestine,  but  many,  purchasing 
oonnivance  by  presents,  or  receiving  it  from  the  clemency 
or  contempt  of  the  victors,  still  continued  to  observe  ia 
private  the  ritual  to  which  their  vows  had  consecrated 
them.     Yet,  though  Kenneth  knew  this  to  be  the  case, 
the  solemnity  of  the  place  and  hour,  the  surprise  at  the 
sadden  appearance  of  these  votre&ses,  and  the  visionary 
manner  in  which  they  moved  past  him,  had  such  influ- 
ence on  bis  imagination,  that  he  could  scarce  conceive 
that  the  fair  procession  which  he  beheld  was  formed  of 
creatures  of  this  world,  so  much  did  they  resemble  a 
choir  of  supernatural  beings,  rendering  homage  to  the 
universal  object  of  adoration. 

Such  was  the  knight's  first  idea,  as  the  procession  par- 
sed him,  scarce  moving,  save  just  sufiiciently  to  continue 
their  progress ;  so  that,  seen  by  the  shadowy  and  re- 
ligious light,  which  the  lamps  shed  through  the  clouds 
of  incense  which  darkened  the  apartment,  they  appeared 
nther  to  glide  than  to  walk. 

•s  a  s€»coDd  time,  in  surrounding  the  chapel^  the^ 
the  spot  on  wfaicb  be  kneeled,  one  o(  \\i^  n9\vm^ 
iioMmaiihos,  as  she  glided  by  him,  det»c\ie4  boca ^ 
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thai  tlial  Emir  knew  concerning  h!s  linsL     He  wu 

tested  by  more  tlinn  mere  curioahy  in  tlieae  InquiriM 

KfliciiU  as  it  tvua  to  reconcile  the  outrageous  denii^aii 

t  the  recluse,  at  his  first  ap)ienranee,  to  hia  present  liuM 

blc  and  placid  beliuviaur,  it  seemed  yet  moru  impossidtl 

*    lo  lliink  it  consistent  with  the  tiis;l>  consideration  in  trliid^ 

according  lo  what  Sir  Kenneth  had  learned,  t)ii»  hen 

was   held  by  the  most  cnlighleiicd  divines  of  the  CIh 

lian  world.     Tiieodoric,  tile  licrmit  of  Engnddi,  bad,! 

that  character,  been    the  corrcBpnndcnt   of  pr^MS 

councils  ;  to  whom  his  lellcrs,  full  of  e(ot|nenl  fervo^ 

had  deacribed   the  miseries   imposed  by  the  unbelierai 

upon  the  Latin  Christians  in  the  Holy  Land,  in  coioul 

scarce  inferior  to  those  employed  at  (he  Council  of  CI* 

B^mbni  by  the  Hermit  Peter,  uhea  he  preached  the  f 

^HBTUSflde.     To  find,  in  a  person  so  retcrend,  and  so  mi 

^Hnvercd,  llio  franlic  gestures  of  i  mad  fakir,  induced 

diristlan  kniG;ht  to  pause  ere  be  could  resolve  to  ce 

municatc  lo  him  ccrlain  important  mnlters,  which  he  i 

in  eharce  from  some  of  the  leaders  of  ihe  cnimde. 

^   It  bad  been  a  main  object  of  Sir  Kenneth's  pilgrimtge, 

^^dBmpied  by  a  route  so  unusual,  to  make  such 

^^B|ions;  but  what  he  had  Ibat  nightscen  induced  biinlo  { 

^^I^Jtod  rvflecl  ore  be  proceeded  to  the  exoculion  of  his 

mission.    From  the  Einlr  he  could  not  extract  much  'mfah 

maiion,  but  the  general  tenor  was  as  follows : — That, as  hf 

bad  hoard,  the  hennii  had  been  once  a  bravo  and  valiii^ 

.  soldier,  niso  in  counsel,  and  fortunate  in  bntllc,  which M, 

ke  could  easily  believe  Irom  the  gr<ral  strcni^th  and  a^ilf 

which  be  had  ofiea  seen  him  display  ;-~ibHt  he  ban  tf. 

'  jeared  at  Jerusalem  in  the  cbomcter  not  of  a  pilgTiiD,bil' 

^^^htbat  of  one  who  bad  devuied  himself  to  dwell  for  the  t^ 

^^^Hjinderof  his  life  in  the  Holy  I^and.    Shortly  a  fie  raordi, 

^^^BCxed  his  residence  aioid  tlie  scenes  of  desolation  vtktt* 

^^^Bey  now  found  him,  respected  by  the  Latins  for  hit  jnc 

Xere  dc^lion,  and  by  the  Turks  and  Arabs  on  arm  i:i'   ' 

iJk  symptoms  ^f  insanity  which  he  displayed,  anr!  •■■■'nu-l 

^^Aej'  ascribed  to  iusipiiaVw^ft.    Vv>N-is  fcamiheni  h«  hadt^ 

^^Ibe  of  Hamako,  vtViwU  ctyve-sw?,  tw^*  '    .^^^m 
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the  Turkish  language.  Sbeerkohf  himself  seemed  at  a 
loss  how  to  rank  their  host.  He  had  been,  he  said,  a 
wise  man,  and  could  often  for  many  hours  together  speak 
lessons  of  virtue  or  wisdom,  without  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  inaccuracy.  At  other  times  he  was  wild  and 
violent,  but  never  before  had  he  seen  him  so  mischiev- 
ously disposed  as  he  had  that  day  appeared  to  be.  His 
rage  was  chiefly  provoked  by  any  afiront  to  his  religion  ; 
and  there  was  a  story  of  some  wandering  Arabs,  who  had 
insulted  his  worship  and  defaced  his  altar,  and  whom  be 
bad  on  that  account  attacked  and  slain  with  the  short  flail, 
which  he  carried  with  him  in  lieu  of  all  other  weapons. 
This  incident  had  made  a  great  noise,  and  it  was  as  much 
the  fear  of  the  hermit^s  iron  flail,  as  regard  for  his  char- 
acter as  a  Hamako,  which  caused  the  roving  tribes  to  re- 
spect his  dwelling  and  his  chapel.  His  fame  bad  spread 
so  far,  that  Saladin  had  issued  particular  orders  tliat  he 
should  be  spared  and  protected.  He  himself,  and  otlier 
Moslem  lords  of  rank,  had  visited  tlie  cell  more  than 
once,  partly  from  curiosity,  partly  that  they  expected  from 
a  man  so  learned  as  the  Christian  Hamako,  some  insight 
kito  the  secrets  of  futurity.  ^^  He  had,"  continued  the 
Saracen,  '^a  Hashid,  or  observatory,  of  great  height, 
contrived  to  view  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  particularly 
the  planetary  system ;  by  whose  movements  and  influ- 
ences, as  both  Christian  and  Moslem  believed,  the  course 
of  human  events  was  regulated;  and  might  be  predicted." 
This  was  the  substance  of  the  Emir  Shccrkohf 's  infor- 
mation, and  it  left  Sir  Kenneth  in  doubt  whether  tlic  char-' 
actcr  of  insanity  arose-  from  the  occasioQal  excessive 
fervour  of  the  hermit's  zeal,  or  whether  it  was  not  alto- 
gether fictitious,  and  assumed  for  the  sake  of  the  imradi 
nities  which  it  afforded.  Yet  it  seemed  that  the  infidels 
bad  carried  their  complaisance  towards  him  to  an  uncom- 
mon length,  considering  the  fanaticism  of  the  followers  of 
Mohammed,  in  the  midst  of  wliom  he  was  living,  though 
the  professed  enemy  of  their  faith.  He  thought  alsa 
there  was  more  intimacy  of  acquaintance  \)<3V.\\\'»A.>X\^Va\- 

6      VQis.   Mi. 
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niTt  and  the  Saracen,  than  t)ie  nnrds  of  llie  lullCT  had  in* 
(litOGil  hlin  lo  anticipate;  and  it  had  not  escnped  hiil^' 
that  the  former  lind  called  the  laiior  by  a  name  diU'ercat 
from  that  which  he  himself  had  assumed.  All  thcso  a 
sideroiioiis  authorized  caution,  if  not  suspicion.  He  d« 
termlncd  to  observe  his  host  closely,  and  not  to  1m>  on 
tasty  in  communicating  with  him  on  the  important  char^ 
isted  to  him. 

Uewnre,  Sarncen,"  he  said;  "  mctlitaks  our  hnst^ 
iKgiiiatioii  wundcrs   as  well  on  tlie  subject  of  names  fl 
Upon  other  matters.     Thy  name  is  Sheerkobf, 
cnlluil  ilieo  but  now  by  anodier." 

"  My  uanic,  wJien  in  the  tent  of  my  father,"  repfia 
the  Kurdnian,  "  was  lldcrim,  and  by  thU  I  am  still  (U  " 
tbiguishiid  by  many.  In  the  Geld,  and  to  soldiers,  1 1 
knoM-n  as  tiic  Lion  of  the  Mountain,  bein»  the  name  n.,,;^ 
good  sword  hath  won  for  me. — But  hush,  the  Mamda 
to  warn  lis  to  rest — 1  know  his  custom- 
le  must  watch  him  at  his  vigils." 
The  anchorite  accordingly  entered,  and  foldhig  1 
his  bosom  as  he  stood  before  them,  said  vitbi 
roice, — "  Blessed  be  His  name,  who  balii  n 
!le4  the  qiiict  ni^it  to  follow  the  busy  day,  and  tl 
Im  sleep  lo  refresh  the  (reariod  limbs,  and  to  coinpoi 
the  troubled  spirit." 

Both  warriors  replied    "  Amen  !"  and,  arising  fra 

the  tablu,  prepared  to  bel.nke  themselves  to  liie  couchejj 

'  which  their  host  indicated  by  waring  his  hand,  as,  nui 

ing  a  reverence  to  each,  he  ngitin  withdrew  (rora  tl 

apanmcRt. 

The  Knight  of  tlie  Leopard  then  disarmed  hrnm 

of  his   heavy  panoply,  his  Saracen  companion   kud 

assisting  him  to  undo  his  buckler  and  rlasps,  UDtlJ  I 

_  reinained  in  the  close  dress  of  chamois  Icadier,  «  "" 

Enights  and  men-at-arms  used  to  wear  under  their  bai 

ncss.     The  Saracen,  if  he  had  admired  ihestrcagth* 

J»iif  adversary  when  sheadied  in  steel,  wan  now  do  la 

J^ick  witli  tlie  accuracy  o^  ^lofo^Vinw  displayed  n  U 

^■Pous  and  weU-compacXei  t^wft.    ^VVift>anti^«k<R 
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other  Imnd,  as,  in  exchange  of  courtesy,  he  assisted  the 
Saracen  to  disrobe  himself  of  his  upper  garments,  that 
he  might  sleep  with  more  convenience,  was,  on  his  side, 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  such  slender  proportions,  and 
aiimness  of  figure,  could  be  reconciled  with  the  vigour  . 
be  bad  displayed  in  personal  contest. 

Each  warrior  prayed,  ere  he  addressed  himself  to  his 
place  of  rest.  The  Moslem  turned  towards  his  kebla^ 
the  point  to  which  the  prayer  of  each  follower  of  the 
prophet  was  to  be  addressed,  and  murmured  his  hea-  ^ 
then  orisons,  while  the  Cliristian,  withdrawing  from  the 
contamination  of  the  infidel's  neighbourhood,  placed  his 
buge  cross-handled  sword  upright,  and  kneeling  before 
it  as  the  sign  of  salvation,  told  his  Yossny  witli  a  devo* 
lion,  which  was  enhanced  by  the  recollection  of  the 
scenes  through  wiiich  he  had  passed,  and  the  dangers 
from  which  he  had  been  rescued  in  tiie  course  of  the  day. 
Both  warriors,  woni  by  toil  and  travel,  were  soon  fast 
asleep,  each  on  his  separate  pallet. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


'  Kenneth,  the  Scot,  was  uncertain  how  long  his  senses 
bad  been  lost  in  profound  Yepose,  when  he  was  roused 
to  recollection  by  a  sense  of  oppression  on  his  chest, 
which  at  first  suggested  a  flitting  dream  of  struggling 
with  a  powerful  opponent,  and  at  length  recalled  him 
fully  to  his  senses.  He  was  about  to  demand  who  was 
there,  when,  opening  his  eyes,  he  beheld  the  figure  of  the 
anchorite,  wild  and  savage-lookmg  as  we  have  described 
buDt  standing  by  his  bed-side,  and  pressing  his  right 
band  upon  his  breast«  while  he  held  a  small  silver  lamp 
io  iba  other. 
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"  Be  silcnl,"  said  the  bermit,  ai  the  prostrate  kniglx 
looked  lip  in  surprise  ;  "  1  have  that  to  say  to  you  wluck 
yonder  infidel  must  not  hear." 

These  words  he  spoke  in  the  French  lan^age,  aod 
not  in  the  Lingna  Franca,  or  compouad  of  Eastern  and 
European  dialects,  which  liad  hitherto  been  used  amongsl 
tbem. 

"  Arise,"  he  continued,  "put  on  tliy  mantle — speik 
not,  btit  tread  lightly  and  follow  me." 
^      Sir  Kenneth  arose,  and  took  his  sword. 

**  It  needs  not,"  answered  the  anchorite,  in  a  whisper; 
"  we  are  going  where  spiritual  arms  avail  much,  and 
fleshly  weapons  arc  but  as  the  reed  and  tlie  dccaj-ed 
gourd." 

The  knight  deposited  his  sword  by  the  bed-side  ai 
before,  tind,  armed  only  with  his  dagger,  Irom  which  ia 
this  perilous  cmmtry  he  never  parted,  prepared  to  attend 
his  myslcrioiis  host. 

The  hermit  then  moved  slowly  forwards,  and  was  fbt 
lowed  by  the  knight,  still  under  some  uncertainly  wlietha 
tlic  dark  form  which  glidt^  on  before  to  show  him  dia 
path,  was  not,  in  fact,  the  creation  of  a  disIurlM.'d  dream. 
Tliey  pssed,  like  shadows,  into  the  outer  apartment,  with- 
out disuirbing  the  pnynim  Emir,  who  Ihv  still  buried  in 
repose.  Before  the  cross  and  altar,  i»  ilie  outward  room, 
a  lamp  was  siill  hnming,  a  missal  was  displayed,  and  on 
the  floor  lay  a  discipline,  or  penitential  scourge  of  smiU 
cord  and  wire,  the  lashes  of  which  were  recently  stained 
with  blood,  a  token,  no  doubt,  of  the  severe  penance  of 
the  recluse.  Here  Tlieodoric  kneeled  down,  and  point- 
ed to  the  knight  to  take  his  place  beside  him  npon  the 
sharp  flints,  which  seemed  placed  for  ilic  purpose  of  ren- 
dering the  posture  of  reverential  devotion  as  unea^  ai 
possible  ;  he  read  many  prayers  of  (he  Catliolic  Chuirh, 
and  chanted,  in  a  low  hut  earnest  voice,  three  of  tba 
penitential  psalms.  Tbesc  last  he  intermixed  nitli  s^fai 
and  tears,  and  convulsive  throbs,  which  bore  witnesatev 
deeply  he  foil  the  Aivme  y^wvt^  -KViwiVk^ift  ^«citcil.  ^^Tha 
Scottish  knight  as5\3«;4  w\ftiY««S»KA««««tflq^%Miik 


A%  be  gazed  with  Rnxioiis  curiosity  on  the  shrine,  tin 
two  foirling  doors  iilso  Hew  open,  discovtiiing  a  large 
piece  of  wood,  on  nLirli  were  bli>zon<:d  llie  ivoids  Vek\ 
CiiLX,  at  the  same  tiiuc  a.  choir  of  female  voices  sung 
GLX>ttU  Patui.  The  instant  liie  sti&iii  had  ceased,  tlio 
shrine  was  closed,  and  llie  curtaui  again  drawn,  and  the 
knight  who  knelt  at  (he  sltar  might  now  continue  his  de- 
votions undisturbed,  in  honour  of  the  holy  relic  nhich  had 
been  just  disclosed  to  his  view.  He  did  diis  under  the 
profound  impression  of  one  who  had  witnessed,  with  his 
own  eyes,  an  awful  evidence  of  the  truth  of  his  religion,, 
and  it.  was  some  time  ere,  concluding  his  orisons,  he 
■rose,  and  ventured  to  look  around  him  for  the  hcrniil, 
who  hud  guided  him  to  this  sacred  and  mysterious  spot. 
He  beheld  him,  his  hend  still  inufllcd  in  the  veil  nhich 
he  had  himself  nrrnpped  around  it,  couching,  like  a  rated 
bound,  upon  the  threshold  of  the  chnpcl ;  hut,  apparent- 
ly, without  venturing  to  cross  it:  the  holiest  reverence, the 
most  penitential  remorse,  was  expressed  by  his  posture, 
which  seemed  that  of  a  man  borne  don-n  and  crushed 
to  the  earth  by  the  burden  of  his  inward  feelings.  It 
aeeraed  to  the  Scot,  that  only  the  sense  of  the  deepest 
penitence,  remorse  and  humiliation,  could  have  thus  pro^ 
tnted  a  frame  so  strong,  and  a  spirit  so  fiery. 

He  approached  him  as  if  to  speak,  but  the  recluse 
•nticipated  his  purpose,  murmuring  in  stifled  tones,  from 
beneath  the  fold  in  which  J,  i  head  was  mufiled,  and 
which  sounded  like  a  voice  proceeding  from  (lie  cere- 
meotfl  of  a  corpse — "  Abide,  abide — happy  thou  that 
nty'st — the  vision  is  not  yet  ended." — So  saying  he 
reared  himself  froiB  tlie  ground,  drew  back  from  the 
threshold  on  which  he  had  hitherto  lain  prostrate,  and 
closed  the  door  of  the  chapel,  which,  secured  by  b 
spring  bolt  within,  the  snap  of  which  resounded  tlirough 
the  place  appeared  so  much  like  a  part  of  the  living 
rock  from  wluch  the  cavern  was  hewn,  that  Kenneth 
ccnW  hardly  discern  where  the  aperture  had  hcvn.  H« 
WIS  now  alone  in  the  lighted  chape\,  v.'V\c\t  con^AvtwA 
tbe  relic  to  which  he  hui  Jatetf  retideTBd-\ns  Vicnm 
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without  other  arms  than  his  dagger,  or  other  compan- 
ion Uian  his  pious  thoughts  and  dauntless  courage. 

Uncertain  what  was  next  to  happen,  but  reroived  to 
abide  tlie  course  of  events,  Sir  Kenneth  paced  the  sol- 
itary chapel,  till  about  tiie  time  of  the  earliest  cock-crov- 
ing.  At  this  dead  season,  when  night  and  momi.ig  met 
together,  he  heard,  but  from  what  quarter  he  could  ooc 
discover,  tlie  sound  of  such  a  small  silver  bell  as  b  rung 
at  tlie  elevation  of  the  liost,  in  die  ceremony,  or  sacri* 
fice,  as  it  has  been  called,  of  tlie  mass.  The  hour  and 
the  place  rendered  tlie  sound  fearfully  solemn,  and,  bold 
OS  he  was,  the  knight  witlidrew  himself  into  the  farther 
nook  of  the  chapel,  at  the  end  opposite  to  the  altar,  in 
order  to  observe,  without  interruption,  the  consequences 
of  this  unexpected  signal. 

He  did  not  wait  long  ere  the  silken  curtain  was  agaia 
witlidrawn,  and  the  relic  again  presented  to  his  view.  As 
he  sunk  reverentially  on  his  knee,  he  heard  the  sound  of 
the  lauds,  or  earliest  office  of  the  Catholic  church,  sung 
by  female  voices,  which  united  together  in  the  perform- 
ance  as  they  had  done  in  the  former  service.  The  knight 
was  soon  aware  that  the  voices  were  no  longer  stationary 
in  tfie  distance,  but  approached  the  chapel  and  became 
louder,  when  a  door,  imperceptible,  when  closed,  like 
tha(  by  which  he  had  himself  entered,  opened  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  vault,  and  gave  the  tones  of  the  choir  mora 
room  to  swell  along  the  r^|-Sed  arches  of  the  roof. 

The  knight  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  opening  with  breatln 
less  anxict^',  and,  continuing  to  kneel  in  the  attitude  of 
devotion  wluch  the  place  and  scene  required,  expected 
tlic  consequence  of  these  preparations.  A  processioo 
appeared  about  to  issue  from  the  door.  First,  four  beau- 
tiful boys,  whose  arms,  neck,  and  legs,  were  bare,  show- 
ing the  bronze  complexion  of  the  East,  and  contrasting 
with  the  snow-white  tunics  which  they  wore,  entered  the 
chapel  by  two  and  two.  The  first  pair  bore  censerst 
which  they  swung  from  side  to  side,  adding  doubles 
nace  to  the  odours  with  which  die  chapel  alreai^ 
Jiqpregfiated.    The  second  ^«a  ^^2kX»K^%c3s««e^ 
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After  these  followed,  in  due  and  majestic  order,  the 
females  who  composed  the  choir ;  six,  who,  from  their 
black  scapularies,  and  black  veils  over  their  white  gar^ 
ments,  appeared  to  be  professed  nuns  of  the  order  oF 
Mount  Carmel ;  and  as  many  whose  veils,  being  white, 
argued  them  to  be  novices,  or  occasional  inhabitants  ia 
the  cloister,  who  were  not  as  yet  bound  to  it  bv  vows. 
The  former  held  in  their  hands  large  rosaries,  wnile  the 
younger  and  lighter  figures  who  followed,  carried  each  « 
chapiet  of  red  and  white  roses.  They  moved  in  proces- 
sion around  the  chapel,  without  appearing  to  take  the 
slightest  notice  of  Kcimeth,  although  passing  so  near  him 
that  their  robes  almost  touched  him ;  while  they  continued 
to  sing,  the  knight  doubted  not  that  he  was  in  one  of  those 
cloisters  where  the  noble  Christian  maidens  had  formerly 
openly  devoted  themselves  to  the  services  of  the  church. 
Most  of  them  had  been  suppressed  since  the  Mahome* 
tans  had  reconquered  Palestine,  but  many,  purchasing 
connivance  by  presents,  or  receiving  it  from  the  clemency 
OT  contempt  of  the  victors,  still  continued  to  observe  ia 
private  the  ritual  to  which  their  vows  had  consecrated 
them.  Yet,  though  Kenneth  knew  this  to  be  the  case, 
the  solemnity  of  the  place  and  hour,  the  surprise  at  the 
sadden  appearance  of  these  votresses,  and  the  visionary 
manner  in  which  they  moved  past  him,  had  such  influ- 
ence on  his  imagination,  that  he  could  scarce  conceive 
that  the  fair  procession  which  he  beheld  was  formed  of 
creatures  of  this  world,  so  much  did  they  resemble  a 
choir  of  supernatural  beings,  rendering  homage  to  the 
universal  object  of  adoration. 

Such  was  the  knight's  first  idea,  as  the  procession  par- 
sed him,  scarce  moving,  save  just  sufiiciently  to  continue 
their  progress ;  so  that,  seen  by  the  shadowy  and  re- 
ligious light,  which  the  lamps  shed  through  the  clouds 
of  incense  which  darkened  the  apartment,  they  appeared 
nther  to  glide  than  to  walk. 

Ji^t^as  a  second  time,  in  surrounding  the  chapel^  tbft'f 
pmmilf  the  spot  on  wbk;b  be  kneeled,  one  o(  vV\^  ^\vM(- 
$taMmaideos,  as  she  gfided  by  him,  deUcVied  Icocbl^ 
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cliaplet  wliich  slw  carried,  a  rose-bud,  wbicb  diopfed 
from  her  fingers,  pcrhnps  uii consciously,  od  the  foot  of 
Sir  Kenneib.  The  knighi  started  as  if  s  darl  had  sud- 
denly struck  his  persiin ;  for,  when  the  mind  is  woiumI 
up  to  a  high  pilch  of  fi>cliiig  and  expectation,  the  slightest 
incident,  if  uticxpccied,  gives  fire  to  the  train  which  iio- 
ogiaatioQ  has  already  laid.  But  he  suppressed  his  enKh 
tion,  recollecting  how  easily  an  ii^cideot  so  in<!iflereiit 
might  iiave  hnppmed,  and  that  it  ws.s  only  the  uaironn 
monotony  of  die  inoveincut  of  liie  choristers,  nhich 
made  the  incident  in  ihe  slightest  degree  remarkable. 

Siill,  while  tlie  procession,  for  the  third  time,  tll^ 
rounded  the  chapel,  the  ihoiighis  and  the  eyes  of  KenneA 
fullovved  exclusively  the  one  aiusng  the  novices  who  hMl 
dropped  the  rose-bud.  Her  step,  her  face,  her  fonn,  wen 
socomplutely  nssimilated  totherestof  thecltoristers,  thit 
it  was  impussibte  to  pcrreive  the  least  marks  of  indivklu- 
alily,  and  yrt  Kcnnelli's  heart  throbbed  like  a  bird  tint 
would  burst  from  its  cage,  as  if  to  assure  him,  by  Its  syn- 
pathetic  suggestions,  tbat  tl:e  feiuale  wlio  held  the  rigbt 
file  on  th»  second  rank  of  the  novices,  was  dearer  to  hio^ 
not  only  than  all  the  rest  that  were  pi'csent,  hut  than  tbe 
whole  sex  besides.  The  romautic  passion  of  love,  uil 
was  cherished,  and  indeed  enjoined,  hy  the  rules  of  chiv- 
alry, associated  well  with  the  no  less  romantic  feelingaof 
devotion ;  and  they  might  he  said  much  more  to  enbanoi 
than  to  counteract  each  other.  It  was,  therefore,  with  i 
glow  of  expectation,  that  had  something  even  of  a  reEg- 
ions  cbiiracter,  that  Sir  Kenneth,  bis  sensations  tfarillnf 
from  his  heart  to  tlie  ends  of  his  Gngcrs,  expected  som 
■econd  sign  of  the  presence  of  one,  who,  be  stroDglf 
fancied,  had  already  bestowed  on  him  the  first.  Shoitat 
the  space  was  during  which  the  procession  again  complex 
ed  a  third  perambulation  of  the  chapel,  it  seemed  an  etei^ 
oity  to  Kenneth.  At  length  the  form,  which  be  had  waicb- 
cd  with  such  devoted  attention,  drew  nigh — there  was  M 
dificrcuce  betwixt  that  shrouded  figure  and  the  olhn*, 
with  wliom  it  movoi  m  toncert.  wA  to  mmmhv,  until,  jutf 
as  sbe  passed  foi  tlie  liiwi  «jmi«  4«>w«!i^™.^«wMiMi<v^ 
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part  of  a  little  and  well-proportioned  hnnd,  so  beautifully 
fcvnied  as  to  give  the  highest  idea  of  the  perfect  propor* 
tions  of  the  form  to  which  it  belonged,  stole  ttirough  the 
folds  of  the  gauze;  like  a  moon-beam  through  the  fleecy 
cloud  of  a  summer  night,  and  again  a  rose-bud  lay  at  the 
feet  of  tlie  Knight  of  ilie  Leopard. 

This  second  intimation  could  not  be  accidental— it 
could  not  be  fortuitous  tlie  resemblance  of  that  half-seen, 
but  beautiful  female  hand,  irith  one  which  his  lips  had 
once  touched,  and  while  they  touched  it,  had  internally 
sivom  allegiance  to  the  lovely  owner.  Had  farther  proof 
been  wanting,  there  was  the  glimmer  of  that  matchless 
ruby  ring  on  that  snow-white  finger,  whose  invaluable 
north  Kenneth  would  yet  have  prized  less  than  the  slight- 
est si^  which  that  finG;er  could  have  made — and,  veiled 
loo  as  she  was,  he  might  see,  by  chance,  or  by  favour,  a 
stray  curl  of  tlie  dark  tressos,  each  hair  of  which  was 
dearer  to  liJm  an  hundred  limes  than  a  chain  of  massive 
gold.  It  was  tlie  lady  of  his  love  !  But  that  she  should 
be  here — in  the  savage  and  sequestered  desert — among 
restals,  who  rendered  themselves  habitants  of  Vilds  antt 
of  caverns,  that  they  might  perform  in  secret  those  Chris- 
tian rites  which  they  dared  not  assist  in  openly — tliat  Ihii 
should  be  so— ^n  truth  and  in  realily — seemed  too  incred- 
U)le — it  must  be  a  dream — a  delusive  trance  of  the  im- 
agioatloi:.  While  these  thoughts  passed  through  the  mind 
of  Kenneth,  the  same  passage,  by  which  the  procession 
had  entered  the  chupel,  received  them  on  their  return. 
The  young  sacristans,  the  sable  nuns,  vanished  succe«- 
•ively  through  the  open  door — at  length  she  from  whom 
he  had  received  this  double  intimation,  passed  also^ 
yet,  in  passing,  turned  her  head,  slightly  indeed,  but  per- 
ceptibly, towards  the  place  where  he  remained  fixed  as 
an  image.  Ho  marked  the  last  wave  of  her  veil — it  was 
gone — and  a  darkness  sunk  upon  his  soul,  scarce  less 
palpable  than  that  which  almost  immediately  enveloped 
iiif  external  sense  ;  for  the  last  choriaiet  \tnA  no  %concx 
crossed  the  threshold  of  the  door,  than  \\.  bVivA.  ■w'flSa  »V»A 
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sound,  and  at  the  same  iostant  the  voices  of  tfae  cboit 
were  silent,  the  lights  of  the  chapel  were  at  once  extiu- 
gutshcd,  and  Sir  Kenneth  remained  solitary,  and  in  toul 
darkness.  But  to  Kenneth,  solitude,  and  darkness,  mnd 
the  uncerlatnty  of  his  mysterious  situation,  was  as  noth- 
ing— he  [hoiiglil  not  of  them — cared  not  for  them— cared 
for  nouf;hi  in  the  world  save  the  Hitting  vision  which  had 
just  glided  past  him,  and  the  tokens  of  licr  favour  which 
she  had  bestowed.  To  grope  on  the  floor  for  the  buds 
which  she  had  dropped — to  press  ihein  to  his  lips — to 
his  bossm — now  nltcrnatety,  now  together — to  rivet  his 
lips  to  ihe  cold  sioncs  on  which,  as  near  as  he  could 
judge,  she  had  so  lately  sicjrt — to  play  all  the  exlran- 
gances  which  strong  afTcclion  suggests  and  vindicates  U 
those  who  yield  themselves  up  to  it,  were  hut  the  tokeni 
of  |Ktssionate  love, common  to  all  ^ges.  But  it  was  pecu- 
liar to  the  times  of  chivalry,  that  in  his  wildest  rapture 
the  knight  imagined  of  no  attempt  to  follow  or  to  trace 
the  object  of  such  romantic  attachment ;  tliat  he  thought 
of  her  as  of  a  deity,  who,  having  deigned  to  show  liersdf 
for  an  insfnnt  lo  her  devoted  worshipper,  liad  again  ib- 
turned  to  the  darkness  of  her  sanctuary— or  as  an  influ- 
ential planet,  which,  having  darted  in  some  auspiriooi 
minute  one  favourable  ray,  wrapped  itself  again  in  its 
veil  of  mist.  The  motimi^  of  the  lady  of  his  love  were 
to  him  those  of  a  superior  hcinc;,  who  was  to  nfrcwillH 
out  woteh  or  control,  rejoice  him  by  her  appearance,  or 
depress  liini  by  her  absence,  animate  him  by  her  kind- 
ness, or  drive  tiitn  to  despair  by  her  cruelty— all  at  her 
own  free  will,  and  without  other  importunity  or  remon- 
strance ihan  that  expressed  by  the  most  devoted  services 
of  the  heart  and  sword  of  the  champion,  whose  sole  ob- 
ject in  life  was  to  ftilfd  her  commands,  and,  by  the  splen- 
dour of  his  own  achievements,  to  exalt  her  fame. 

Srirli  were  d)c  rules  of  chivalry,  and  of  the  love  vHiich 
was  its  rulint:  principle.  But  Sir  Kenneth's  attachment 
was  rendered  ruinnniir  by  other  and  still  more  peciAar 
rircitnistnnocs.  lie  \iaA  wcvct  c'«c^  Iwud  tlie  sound  of 
his  lady's  voice,  rtiwgVvW  W4ol\.«tt\«\w;*i^K»>iw(H^ 
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with  rapture.     She  moved  in  a  circle,  which  his  rank 
of  knighthood  permitted   liim  indeed  to  approach,  but 
not  to  mingle  with ;  and  highly  as  he  stood  distinguished. 
for  warlike  skill  and  enterprize,  still  the  poor  Scottish 
soldier  was  compelled  to  worship  his  divinity  at  a  dis- 
tance, almost  as  great  as  divides  the  Persian  from  the 
sun  which  he  adores.     But  when  wastlie  pride  of  woman 
too  lofty  to  overlook  the  passionate  devotion  of  a  lover, 
however  inferior  in  degree  ?     Her  eye  had  been  on  him 
in  the  tournament,  her  ear  had  heard  his  praises,  in  the 
re|K>rt  of  the  battles  which  were  daily  fought ;  and  while 
count,  duke,  and  lord,  contended  for  her  grace,  it  flow- 
ed  univillingly  perhaps  at  first,  or  even  iincqpsciously, 
towards  the  poor  Knight  of  the  Leopafd,  who,  to  sup- 
port his  rank,  had  little  besides  his  sword.     When  she 
k>oked9  and  when  she  listened,  the  lady  saw  and  heard 
enough  to  encourage  her  in  a  partiality,  which  had  at 
first  crept   on  her  unawares.      If  a  knight's   personal 
beauty  was  praised,  even  the  most  prudish  dames  of  the 
military  court  of  England  would  make  an  exception  in 
favour  of  tlie  Scottish  Kenneth ;  and  it  oftentimes  hap- 
pened, that  notwithstanding  the   very  considerable  lar- 
gesses which  princes  and  peers  bestowed  on  t}*e  minstrels, 
an  impartial  spirit -of  independence  would  seize  the  poet, 
and  the  harp*was  swept  to  the  heroism  of  one,  who  had 
neither  [-ilfries  nor  ganiients  to  bestow  in  guerdon  of  his 
applause. 

The  moments  w^hen  slie  listened  to  the  praises  of  her 
k>ver  became  gradually  more  and  more  dear  to  the  high- 
bom  Edith,  relieving  the  flattery  with  which  her  ear  was 
weary,  and  presenting  to  her  a  subject  of  secret  contem- 
plation, more  worthy,  as  he  seemed  by  general  report, 
than  those  who  surpassed  him  in  rank  and  in  the  gifts 
of  fortune.  As  her  attention  became  constantly,  tliough 
eautiously,  fixed  on  Sir  Kenneth,  she  grew  more  and 
more  convinced  of  his  personal  devotion  to  herself,  and 
more  and  more  certain  in  her  mind,  that  in  Kenneth  of 
Scotland  she  belieJd  the  fated  knight  doomed  \o  ^\^t^ 
mtb  ber  through  weal  and  woe — and  iVie  ptos^ecxXw^- 
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ed  gloomy  and  dangerous — die  passionale  anachmcntto 
which  the  poets  of  tlte  age  ascribed  aucb  unireraal  rIo> 
minion,  sikI  wliich  iis  manners  and  morals  placed  nearlj 
on  ihe  sainn  rnnk  with  devotion  itself. 

Let  us  nnt  disguise  the  trutli  from  our  readers,  ^'hea 
Edith  becnine  aware  of  tlie  state  of  her  own  seotimenls, 
chivalrous  as  were  her  sentiments,  becoming  a  maiden 
not  distant  from  ihc  throne  of  EnE^land — gratified  as  ber 

Stride  must  liavc  been  irith  the  mute  though  uncea^g 
lomagc  rendered  to  lier  by  the  kniglit  wlion]  slie  bid 
distinguished,  there  were  moments  when  the  fcelii^ 
of  the  ivDmHii,  loving  and  beloved,  murmured  agaimt 
the  restraints  of  state  and  form  by  whicli  she  n-as  suh 
rounded,  and  when  she  almost  blamed  tiie  timidity  ti 
her  lover,  wlio  seemed  resolved  not  to  infringe  tlieoL 
The  cli<iuctle,  to  use  a  modern  phrase,  of  Iiirtii  and  rant, 
liad  drawn  around  her  a  magical  circle,  beyond  which 
Sir  Kciiucil)  niizlit  indeed  bow  and  gaze,  but  within 
which  he  could  no  more  pass,  than  an  evoked  spirit  can 
Iranpress  the  boundaries  prescribed  hy  the  rod  of  t 
powerful  eniliaiiter.  The  thought  involuntarily  pressed 
on  her,  that  she  herself  must  venture,  were  it  but  tbo 
point  of  lier  fairy  foot,  beyond  iht;  prescribe!]  botmdaiy, 
(f  she  ever  hoped  to  give  n  lover,  so  reserved  and  bash- 
ful, nil  opportunity  of  so  slight  a  fai^r^  n^hut  to  saiote 
her  shnc'iie.  There  was  nn  cxnmji'e,  the  noted  prece- 
dent of  the  "King's  daughter  of  Hungary,"  wlio  ibni 
generously  encouraged  the  "  squire  of  low  degree ;"  and 
Editli,  though  of  kingly  blood,  was  no  king's  daughter, 
any  more  than  her  lover  was  of  low  degree — fortune  bad 
put  no  such  cKiremc  barrier  in  obstacle  to  their  afier- 
ttons.  Something,  however,  within  the  maiden's  boson 
— thai  modest  pride,  wtiicli  throws  fetters  even  on  love  it- 
self— forbade  Iilt,  notwithstanding  the  superiority  of  her 
condition,  to  make  those  advances,  which,  in  ever^-  case, 
delicary  assigns  to  the  other  sex  ;  abo4e  all.  Sir  Kenneth 
was  a  knight  to  gende  and  honourable,  so  highly  accom- 
pUslwti,  as  her  iina'^\natiun  at  least  su^esled,  togobtr 
i»illj ibeslxJclcsi  fec\\n^Qi>K\wX'«as&»tt «*'-■— "-  ■'- 
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her,  that  however  constraiDed  her  attitude  might  be  wliile 
receiving  his  adorations,  like  the  image  of  some  deity, 
who  is  neither  supposed  to  feel  nor  to  reply  to  tlie  hom- 
age of  its  votaries,  still  tlie  idol  feared  that  to  step  pre- 
maturely from  her  pedestal  would  be  to  degrade  herself 
in  the  eyes  of  her  devoted  worshipper. 

Yet  tlie  devout  adorer  of  an  actual  idol  can  even  dis- 
cover signs  of  approbation  in  the  rigid  and  immovable 
features  of  a  marble  image,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that 
sometliing,  which  could  be  as  favourably  interpreted, 
glanced  from  the  bright  eye  of  the  lovely  Edith,  whose 
beauty,  indeed,  consisted  rather  more  in  that  very  power 
of  expression,  than  on  absolute  regularity  of  contour, 
or  brilliancy  of  complexion.  Some  slight  marks  of  dis- 
tinction had  escaped  from  her,  notwithstanding  her  own 
jealous  vigilance,  else  how  could  Sir  Kenneili  have  so 
readily,  and  so  undoubtingly  recognized  the  lovely  hand, 
of  which  scarce  two  fingers  were  visible  from  under  the 
.  veil,  or  how  could  he  have  rested  so  thoroughly  assured 
that  two  flowers,  successively  dropt  on  the  spot,  were  in- 
tended as  a  recognition  on  the  part  of  his  lady-love  ? 
fiy  what  train  of  observation — by  what  secret  signs,  looks, 
or  gestures — ^by  what  instinctive  free-masonry  of  love,  this 
degree  of  intelligcijce  came  to  subsist  between  Edith  and 
her  lover,  we  cannot  attempt  to  trace  ;  for  we  are  old, 
and  such  slight  vestiges  of  affection,  quickly  discovered 
by  younger  eyes,  defy  the  power  of  ours.  Enough, 
that  such  affection  did  subsist  between  parties  who  had 
never  even  spoken  to  one  another,  though,  on  the  side 
of  Edith,  it  was  checked  by  a  deep  sense  of  tlie  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  which  must  necessarily  attend  tlie 
fiirther  progress  of  their  attachment,  and  upon  that  of 
the  knight  by  a  tliousand  doubts  and  fears,  lest  he  had 
over-estimated  the  slight  tokens  of  the  lady's  notice. 
Varied  as  tliey  necessarily  were,  by  long  intervals  of  ap- 
parent coldness,  during  which,  either  the  fear  of  excit- 
ing the  observation  of  others,  and  thus  dtWvcv^  ^^w^^ 
wppB  ber  Jorer,  or  f/iat  of  sinking  in  his  es\fie\i\>i^  ^st^iar 
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ing  too  willing  to  be  won,  made  her  behave  with  indif- 
ference, and  as  if  unobservant  of  his  presence. 

This  narrative,  tedious  perhaps,  but  which  the  storj 
renders  necessary,  may  serve  to  explain  the  state  of  in- 
telligence, if  it  deserves  so  strong  a  name,  betwixt  the 
lovers,  when  Editli's  unexpected  appearance  in  the 
chapel  produced  so  powerful  an  effect  on  the  feelings  of 
her  knighL 


CHAPTER  V. 

Tbeir  necromaiiUc  fonni  in  vain, 
Haunt  us  on  the  tented  plain ;  ^ 

We  bid  these  spectre  shapes  vwaxd, 
Ashtaroth  and  Tenna^aunt. 

The  most  profound  silence,  the  deepest  darknesii 
continued  to  brood  for  more  than  an  hour  over  the 
chapel  in  wliich  we  left  the  Knight  o£.the  Leopard  still 
kneeling,  alternately  expressing  tlianks  to  Heaven,  and 
gratitude  to  his  lady,  for  tlie  boon  which  had  bees 
vouchsafed  to  him.  His  ov\ii  safety,  his  own  destiny, 
for  which  he  was  at  all  times  Ihtle  anxious,  had  not 
now  tiie  weight  of  a  grain  of  dust  in  his  reflections. 
He  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lady  Edith,  he  hid 
received  tokens  of  her  grace,  he  was  in  a  place  hallow- 
ed by  relics  of  the  most  awful  sanctity.  A  Christian 
soldier,  a  devoted  lover,  could  fear  nodiing,  tliink  A 
nothing,  but  his  duty  to  Heaven,  and  his  devoir  to  hii 
lady. 

At  the  lapse  of  the  space  of  time  which  we  have  no- 
ticed, a  shrill  whistle,  liKC  that  with  which  a  falconer  calls 
his  hawk,  was  heard  to  rin^  sharply  through  the  vftult* 
ed  chapel.     It  was  a  soaaA^LY  s\i\VQi\  vo  >\\^  ^^yae^and 
remiaded  Sir  Kcnnei\\  X^ow  tveesasaa^\v^^\»  *n». 
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be  upon  hu  guard.  He  started  from  his  knee,  and  laicf 
his  hand  upon  his  poniard.  A  creaking  sound,  as  of  a 
screw  or  pulleys,  succeeded,  and  a  light  streaming  up- 
wards, as  from  an  opening  in  the  floor,  showed  thaf  a 
trap-door  had  been  raised  or  depressed.  In  less  thaa 
a  minute,  a  long  skinny  arm,  partly  naked,  partly  cF^th- 
ed  in  a  sleeve  of  red  samite,  arose  out  of  the  aperture, 
holding  a  lamp  as  high  as  it  could  stretcii  upwards,  and 
the  figure  to  which  the  arm  belonged,  ascended  step  by 
step  to  the  level  of  the  chapel  floor.  The  form  and  face  o[ 
the  being  who  thus  presented  himself,  were  those  of  a 
frightful  dwarf,  with  a  large  head,  a  cap  fantastically 
adorned  with  three  peacock-feathers,  a  dress  of  red 
samite,  the  richness  of  which  rendered  his  ugliness  more 
conspicuous,  distinguished  by  gold  bracelets  and  arm- 
lets, and  a  white  silk  sash,  in  which  he  wore  a  gold-hilted 
dagger.  This  singular  figure  had  in  hb  left  hand  a  kind 
of  broom.  So  soon  as  he  had  stepped  from  the  aper- 
ture through  which  he  arose,  he  stood  still,  and,  as  if  to 
show  himself  more  distinctly,  moved  the  lamp  which 
he  held  slowly  over  his  face  and  person,  successively 
illuminating  his  wild  and  fantastic  features,  and  his  mis- 
shapen, but  nervous  limbs.  Though  disproportioned 
in  person,  the  dwarf  was  not  so  distorted  as  to  argue  any 
want  of  strength  or  activity.  While  Sir  Kenneth  gazed 
on  this  disagreeable  object,  die  popular  creed  occurred 
to  his;  remembrance,  concerning  the  gnomes,  or  earthy 
spirits,  which  make  their  abode  in  the  caverns  of  the 
earth  ;  and  so  much  did  this  figure  correspond  with  ideas 
he  had  formed  of  their  appearance,  that  he  looked  on 
k  with  disgust,  mingled  not  indeed  with  fear,  but  that 
sort  of  awe  which  the  presence  of  a  supernatural  crea- 
ture may  infuse  into  the  most  steady  bosom. 

The  dwarf  again  whistled,  and  summoned  from  be- 
neath a  companion.  This  second  figure  ascended  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  first ;  but  it  was  a  female  arm,  in 
this  second  instance,  which  upheld  the  lamp  fco«v  \.\\% 
subterranean  vault  out  of  which  these  Y^t^«»i^wVcv\^vvv& 
Mad  U  was  a  female  form,  much  TesetuVXvcv^  ^^ 
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Erst  in  shape  and  proportions,  which  slowlj  emerged 
from  the  floor.  Her  dress  was  also  of  red  suniie,  ha- 
tastically  cut  and  flounced,  as  if  she  had  beeo  dre*$ed  for 
some  exhibition  of  miiues  or  jugglers ;  and  with  the  same 
minuteness  which  her  predecessor  had  exhibited,  she 
passed  the  lamp  over  her  face  and  person,  which  seemed 
to  rival  the  male's  in  ugliness.  But  with  all  this  moct 
aufavourablc  exterior,  there  was  one  trail  in  the  features 
of  both,  wliich  argued  alertness  and  intelligence  in  tJw 
most  uncommon  degree.  This  arose  from  the  brtllianc}' 
of  their  eyes,  whicit,  deep-set  bcneatii  black  and  shaggy 
bron-s,  gleamed  wiili  a  lustre,  which,  li)>e  that  ia  the  eye 
of  the  tuud,  seemed  to  make  some  amends  for  the  ex- 
treme ugliness  of  countenance  and  person. 

Sir  Kenneth  remained  as  if  sjiell-bound,  while  this  un- 
lovely pair,  moving  round  the  chapel  close  to  each  other, 
appc:ired  to  perform  the  duty  of  sweeping  it,  like  mcniak ; 
but  as  they  tisod  only  one  hand,  the  floor  wns  not  much 
benefited  by  llie  exercise,  which  they  plied  with  such 
oddity  of  gestures  and  manner,  as  befitted  their  hizane 
and  fantastic  appearance.  When  they  approached  ncir 
to  tlic  knight,  in  the  course  of  their  occupation,  they 
ceased  to  use  their  brooms,  and  pkcing  themselves  side 
by  side,  directly  opposite  to  Sir  Kenneth,  ihcy  agab 
slowly  shifted  the  lights  which  ihcy  held,  so  as  to  aUow 
him  distinctly  to  survey  features  nliidi  were  not  render- 
ed more  agreeable  hy  being  brought  nearer,  and  to 
observe  the  extreme  quickness  and  keenness  with  which 
llieir  binck  and  glittering  eyes  Hashed  back  the  light  of 
tlie  lamps.  They  then  ftirned  the  gleam  of  both  light* 
upon  the  knight,  and  having  accurately  surveyed  lum^ 
turned  their  faces  to  each  other,  and  set  up  a  loud  jell- 
ing laugh,  which  resounded  in  his  cars.  The  sound  was 
so  ghnsily,  that  Sir  Kenneth  started  at  hearing  it,  and  | 
hastily  demanded  in  the  name  of  God  wIk)  (bey  were 
who  profaned  that  holy  place  wiOi  such  antic  ge5turc4 
lud  clritch  exclamations. 
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*'  I  am  the  dwarf  NciCtabanus,"  said  the  abortion- 
seeming  male,  in  a  voice  corresponding  to  his  figure,  and 
resembliilg  the  voice  of  the  night-crow  more  than  any 
sound  which  is  heard  by  day-hght. 

"  And  I  am  Guenevra,  his  lady  and  his  love,"  replied 
the  female,  in  tones  which,  being  shriller,  were  yet  wild- 
er than  those  of  her  companion. 

"  Wherefore  are  you  here  ?"  again  demanded  the 
knight,  scarcely  yet  assured  that  it  was  human  beings 
which  he  saw  before  him. 

^^  I  am,"  replied  the  male  dwarf,  with  much  assumed 
gravity  and  dignity,  "  tlie  twelfth  Imaum — I  am  Ma- 
hommed  Mohadi,  the  guide  and  the  conductor  of  the 
faithful.  An  hundred  horses  stand  ready  saddled  for 
me  and  my  train  at  tlie  Holy  City,  and  as  many  at  the 
City  of  Refuge.  I  am  he  who  shall  bear  witness,  and 
this  is  one  of  my  houris." 

"  Thou  liest !"  answered  the  female,  interrupting  her 
companion  in  tones  yet  shriller  than  his  own  ;  ^M  am 
Done  of- thy  houris,  and  thou  art  no  such  infidel  trash  as 
the  Mahommed  of  whom  tliou  speakest.  May  my  curse 
rest  upon  his  cofi^n  ! — I  tell  thcc,  thou  ass  of  Issachar, 
thou  art  King  Arthur  of  Britain,  whom  tlie  fairies 
stole  away  from  the  field  of  Avalon  ;  and  I  am  dame 
Guenevra,  famed  for  her  beauty." 

"  But  in  truth,  noble  sir,"  said  tlie  male,  "  we  are 
distressed  princes  dwelling  under  the  wing  of  King  Guy 
of  Jerusalem,  until  he  was  driven  out  from  his  own  nest 
by  the  foul  infidels — Heaven's  bolts  consume  them  !" 

*'  Hush,"  said  a  voice  from  tlie  side  upon  which  the 
Knight  had  entered — '^  hush,  fools,  and  begone  ;  your 
ministry  is  ended." 

The  dwarfs  had  no  sooner  heard  the  command,  than 
gibbering  in  discordant  whispers  to  each  otlier,  they  blew 
out  their  lights  at  once,  and  left  tlie  knight  in  utter  dark- 
ness, which,  when  the  pattering  of  their  retiring  feet  had 
died  away,  was  soon  accompanied  by  its  fittest  compan- 
ioni  total  siienoe. 
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The  knight  felt  the  departure  of  these  anrortnnite 
creatures  a  relief.  He  could  not,  from  their  laogutge, 
manners,  and  appearance,  doubt  that  thej  belonged  to 
tliG  degraded  class  of  beings,  whom  deformity  of  person, 
and  weakness  of  intellect,  recommended  to  the  piinful 
situation  of  appendages  to  great  families,  wbere  their 
personal  appearance  and  imbecility  ivere  food  for  merri- 
ment to  the  liouseliold.  Superior  in  no  respect  to  the 
ideas  and  manners  of  his  time,  the  Scottish  knight  might, 
at  another  period,  have  been  much  amused  hy  the  mum- 
mer}' of  tliese  poor  eOigies  of  humanity ;  but  now  their 
appearance,  gesticulations,  and  language,  broke  the  traio 
of  deep  and  solemn  feeling  with  which  he  was  impreat- 
ed,  and  be  rejoiced  in  tlic  disappearance  of  the  unbappf 
objects. 

A  few  minutes  after  tliey  had  retired,  the  door  it 
which  they  had  entered  opened  slowly,  and,  remainii^ 
ajar,  discovered  a  faint  light  arising  from  a  lantern  plac- 
ed upon  the  threshold.  Its  doubtful  and  wavering 
glecm  showed  a  dark  form  reclined  beside  the  entrance, 
but  without  its  precincts,  which,  on  approaching  it 
more  nearly,  he  recognized  to  be  the  hermit,  couchuig 
in  the  same  humble  posture  in  which  he  had  at  first  laid 
himself  down,  and  which  doubtless  be  had  retained 
during  tlic  whole  time  of  his  guest's  continuing  in  the 
chapel. 

"  All  is  over,"  said  the  hermit,  as  he  heard  the  knight 
approaching — "  and  the  most  wretched  of  earthly  sin- 
ners, witli  him  who  should  think  himself  most  honoured 
and  most  bappy  among  the  race  of  humanity,  must  retire 
from  this  place.  Take  the  light,  and  guide  me  down  the 
descent,  for  I  may  not  uncover  my  eyes  until  1  am  far 
from  this  hallowed  spot." 

The  Scottish  knight  obeyed  in  silence,  for  a  solemn 
and  yet  ecstatic  sense  of  what  he  had  seen  had  silenced 
creii  the  eager  workings  of  curiosily.  He  led  the  way, 
with  considerable  accuracy,  through  the  various  secret 
passives  and  staiis  by  viVwVi  \be<}  £ul  ascended,  until  at 
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length  they  found  themselves  in  the-  outward  cell  of  tfae 
bermtt's  cavern. 

"The  condemned  criminal  is  restored  to  his  dungefm, 
reprieved  from  one  miserable  day  to  another,  until  his 
awful  Judge  shall  at  length  appoint  the  well-deserved 
sentence  to  be  carried  into  execution." 

As  ihc  hermit  spoke  these  words,  lie  kid  aside  the  veil 
with  which  his  eyes  had  been  bound,  and  looked  at  it 
wiib  a  suppressed  and  hollow  sigh.  No  sooner  had  he 
restored  it  to  the  crypt  from  which  he  had  caused  the 
Scot  to  bring  it,  than  he  said  hastily  and  steroly  to  his 
companion — "  Begone,  begone — to  rest,  to  rest.  You 
may  sleep — ^you  can  sleep— I  neither  can  nor  may." 

Respecting  the  profound  agitation  with  which  this  was 
spoken,  the  knight  retired  into  the  inner  cell  ;  but  cast- 
ing back  his  eye  as  he  left  the  exterior  grotto,  he  beheld 
the  anchorite  stripping  his  shoulders  with  frantic  haste, 
of  their  shaggy  mantle,  and  ere  he  could  shut  the  frail 
door  which  separated  the  two  compartments  of  the  cav- 
ern, he' heard  the  clang  of  the  scout^e,  and  the  groans 
of  the  penitent  under  his  self-inflicted  penance.  A 
(M)ld  shudder  came  over  the  knight  as  he  reflected 
what  could  be  the  foulness  of  the  sin,  what  the  depth  of 
the  remorse,  which,  apparently,  such  severe  penance 
could  neither  cleanse  nor  assuage.  He  told  his  beads 
devoutly,  and  flung  himself  on  his  rude  couch,  after  a 
glance  at  the  still  steeping  Moslem,  and,  wearied  by  the 
various  scenes  of  the  day  and  the  night,  soon  slept  as 
sdiind  as  infancy.  Upon  his  awaking  in  the  morning,  he 
held  certain  conferences  with  the  hermit,  upon  matters 
of  importance,  and  the  result  of  their  intercourse  induced 
Itim  to  remain  for  two  days  longer  in  the  grotto.  .He 
was  regular,  as  became  a  pilgrim,  in  his  devotional  exer- 
cises, but  was  not  again  admitted  to  the  chapel  in  which 
be  had  seen  such  wonders. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Now  change  the  scene — and  let  the  tmmpels  sound. 
For  wc  must  rouae  the  lion  firou  hif  lair. 

out  Piay. 

The  scene  must  change,  as  our  program  has  annoone- 
ed,  from  the  momitnin  wiiderocss  of  Jordan  to  the  caoip 
of  King  Richard  of  England,  then  stationed  betwixt  Jeao 
d'Acre  and  Ascalon  ;  and  containing  that  armjr  with  which 
he  of  the  Lion  Heart  had  promised  himself  a  trium|ditiit 
march  to  Jerusalem,  and  in  which  he  would  prc^blj 
have  succeeded,  if  not  hindered  by  the  jealousies  of  the 
Christian  princes  engaged  in  tiie  same  enterprize,  and  the 
offence  fa  ken  by  them  at  the  uncurbed  haughtiness  of  the 
English  monarch,  and  Richard's  unveiled  contempt  for  his 
brotlier  sovereigns,  who,  his  equals  in  rank,  were  yet  far 
his  inferiors  in  courage,  hardihood,  and   military  talents. 
Such  discords,  and  particularly  those  betwixt  Richard  and 
Philip  of  France,  created  disputes  and  obstacles  which 
impeded  every  active  measure  proposed  by  the  heroie 
though  impetuous  Richard,  while  the  ranks  of  the  cra- 
sadcrs  were  daily  thinned,  not  only  by  tlie  desertion  of 
individuals,  but  of  entire  bands,  headed  by  their  respec- 
tive feudal  leaders,  who  withdrew  from  a  contest  in  which 
they  had  ceased  to  hope  for  success. 

The  effects  of  the  climate  became,  as  usual,  fatal  to 
soldiers  from  the  north,  and  the  more  so  tliat  the  disso- 
lute license  of  the  crusaders,  forming  a  singular  contrasl 
to  the  principles  and 'purpose  of  their  taking  up  arms, 
rendered  them  more  easy  victims  to  the  insalubrious  in- 
fluence of  burning  heat  and  chilling  dews.  To  these  dis- 
couraging causes  of  loss  was  to  be  added  the  sword  of  the 
enemy.  Saladin,  v\\av\>N\\ovt\  wo  greater  name  is  n 
ed  iii  Eastern  lus^o^y,\\^4\^^^^.^^a^i^^^^s^«« 
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that  trie  liglit-araied  fiillowers  nere  little  alAii  lo  meet  io 
dose  encounter  with  llie  iron-clad  Franks,  and  had  been 
taught,  at  the  sa[ne  thiic,  to  aji^rohend  and  dread  the  ad- 
ventutous  character  of  his  antagonist  Ricliurd.  But  if  his 
armies  ivertt  more  than  once  routed  with  great  slaughter, 
his  niinilK'r«  ^ave  the  Saracen  the  advantage  in  tiiose  lighter 
skiriiiis!n'^,  of  which  mimy  were  inevitable.  As  the  army 
of  his  us^ail.intsdecrcasedjt'iceiitcrpri.sesorthc  Sul tan  be- 
came more  imtncrous,  and  more  bold,  in  this  species  of  petty 
warl'aie.  The  camp  of  the  crusaders  was  surrounded,  and 
almost  besieged,  by  clouds  of  light  cavalry,  resembling 
swarms,  of  wasps,  easily  crushed  when  they  are  once 
grasped,  but  furnished  whh  wings  to  elude  superior 
strength,  and  stings  to  indict  harm  and  miscliiff.  There 
was  perpetual  warfare  of  posts  and  foragers,  iii  which 
many  valuable  lives  were  lost,  wiilioul  any  corresponding 
object  being  gaincil ;  cunvu} ;  were  iL^lciceiilcd,  and  cora- 
muiiic::lious  wsre  cut  off".  The  cruEaders  had  to  pur- 
chase the  means  of  susiaiDinc  life,  by  life  hself;  and 
water,  like  that  of  the  welt  of  Bethh^hem,  longed  for  by 
King  Duvid,  one  of  its  ancient  monarchs,  was  then,  as 
before,  only  obtained  by  the  expenditure  of  blood. 

These  evils  were,  in  a  great  incisure,  ccimierbalanced 
by  the  stern  resokiiion  and  restless  activity  of  King  Rich- 
ard, who,  with  some  of  his  hcEt  kniglits,  was  ever  on 
liorsobaet;,  rcaily  to  repair  io  any  point  where  danger  oc- 
Ciired,  and  often,  r.ot  imly  bringing  uue\i)cTled  buccour 
to  the  Christians,  bnt  discern  filing  the  inOdcls  when  they 
seemed  most  secure  of  victory.  I'ut  even  the  iron  frame 
of  CteuT  dc  Liiin  conld  not  support,  williout  injury,  the 
cite  ma  lions  of  the  unwholesome  diiiiaie,  joined  to  cease- 
less exertions  of  body  and  mind.  He  became  afllicled 
with  one  of  those  slow  and  Aasting  fevers  peculiar  to 
Asia,  and  in  despite  of  his  great  strength,  and  still  great- 
er courage,  grew  Erst  unlit  to  mount  on  horseback,  and 
then  unable  to  atiettd  the  councils  of  war,  which  were, 
from  time  to  time,  held  by  the  crusaders,  ll  was  difficulx. 
to  say  whether  this  state  of  perBomtl  Vn&i:^\\\v-j  %%%  t^^^ 
7    roiJn, 
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dcred  more  galling  or  more  endurable  to  the  EngUsh 
monarch,  by  the  resolution  of  the  council  to  engage  in  a 
truce  of  thirty  days  ^vith  the  Sultan  Saladin  ;  for,  on  the 
one  hand,  if  lie  was  incensed  at  the  delay  which  tliis  in- 
terposed to  the  progress  of  tlie  great  enterprise,  he  was, 
on  the  other,  somewhat  consoled  by  knowing  that  others 
were  not  acquiring  laurels,  while  he  remained  inactive 
upon  a  sick-bed. 

That,  however,  which  Cocur  de  Lion  could  least  ex- 
cuse, was  the  general  inactivity  which  prevailed  in  the 
camp  of  the  crusaders,  so  soon  as  his  illness  assumed  a 
serious  aspect ;  and  the  reports  which  he  extracted  from 
his  unwilling  attendants,  gave  him  to  understand,  that  the 
hopes  of  the  host  had  abated  in  proportion  to  his  illness, 
and  that  the  interval  of  truce  was  employed,  not  in  re- 
cruiting their  numbers,  reanimating  their  courage,  foster- 
ing their  spirit  of  conquest,  and  preparing  for  a  speedy 
and  determined  advance  upon  the  Holy  City,  which  was 
the  object  of  their  expedition,  but  in  securing  the  camp 
occupied  by  their  diminished  followers,  with  trenches, 
palisades,  and  other  fortifications,  as  if  preparing  rather 
to  repel  an  attack  from  a  powerful  enemy  so  soon  as  hos- 
tilities should  recommeoce,  than  to  assume  the  proud 
character  of  conquerors  and  assailants. 

The  English  king  chafed  under  these  reports,  like  the 
im))risoned  lion  viewing  his  prey  from  the  iron  barriers 
of  his  cage.  Naturally  rash  and  impetuous,  the  irri- 
tability of  his  temper  preyed  on  itself.  He  was  dreaded 
by  his  attendants,  and  even  the  medical  assistants  feared 
to  assume  the  necessary  authority,  which  a  physician,  to 
do  justice  to  his  patient,  must  needs  exercise  over  him. 
One  faithful  baron,  who,  perhaps,  from  the  congenial  na- 
ture of  his  disposition,  was  devoutly  attached  to  the 
king's  person,  dared  alone  to  come  between  the  dragon 
and  bis  wrath,  and  quietly,  but  firmly,  maintained  a  con- 
trol which  no  other  dared  assume  over  tlie  dangerous 
invalid,  and  which  Thomas  de  Multon  only  exerclsedi 
because  he  esteemed  Vus  w\exe\«u's  life  and  honoor 
more  tiian  he  did  Vhc  deey^^  ol  ^nq^  "^XasSB^^ 
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lose,  or  even  the  risk  which  he  might  incur,  in  nursing  a 
patient  so  intractable,  and  whose  displeasure  was  so  per- 
ilous. 

Sir  Thomas  was  the  Lord  of  Gilsland,  in  Cumber- 
land, and,  in  an  age  when  surnames  and  titles  were  not 
distinctly  attached,  as  now,  to  the  individuals  who  bore 
them,  he  was  called  by  thfe  Normans  the  Lord  de  Vaux, 
and  in  English,  by  the  Saxons,  who  clung  to  their  native 
language,  and  were  proud  of  the  share  of  Saxon  blood 
in  this  renowned  warrior's  veins,  he  was  termed  Thomas, 
or  more  familiarly,  Thom  of  the  Gills,  or  Narrow  Val- 
leys, from  which  his  extensive  domains  derived  their  well- 
known  appellation. 

This  chief  had  been  exercised  in  almost  all  tlie  wars, 
whether  waged  betwixt  England  and  Scotland,  or  amongst 
the  various  domestic  factions  whicfi  tlien  tore  the  form- 
er country  asunder,  and  in  all  had  been  distinguished,  as 
well  from  his  military  conduct  as  his  personal  prowess. 
He  was,  in  other  respects,  a  rude  soldier,  blunt  and 
careless  in  his  bearing,  and  taciturn,  nay,  almost  sullen, 
in  his  habits  of  society,  and  seeming,  at  least,  to  dis- 
claim all  knowledge  of  policy  and  of  courtly  art.  There 
were  men,  however,  who  pretended  to  look  deeply  into 
character,  who  asserted  that  the  Liord  de  Vaux  was  not 
less  shrewd  and  aspiring,  than  he  was  blunt  and  bold, 
and  who  diought  tliat,  while  he  assimilated  himself  to  the 
King's  own  character  of  blunt  hardihood,  it  was,  in  some 
degree  at  least,  with  an  eye  to  establish  his  favour,  and 
to  gratify  his  own  hopes  of  deep-laid  ambition.  But  no 
one  cared  to  thwart  his  schemes,  if  such  he  had,  by  ri- 
valling him  in  die  dangerous  occupation  of  daily  attend- 
ance on  the  sick-bed  of  a  patient,  whose  disease  was 
pronounced  infectious,  and  more  especially  when  it  was 
remembered  that  the  patient  was  Cceur  de  Lion,  suffer- 
ing under  all  the  furious  impatience  of  a  soldier  with- 
held from  battle,  and  a  sovereign  sequestered  from  au- 
tboril^ ;  and  the  common  soldiers,  at  least  m  xJa^  ^\v^ 
liab  anajr»  woee  genenUy  of  opinion  th^l  ^e  N  ^^il  ^x- 

'  ^  fe  comrade  u^pon  cotivT^d.^t*vc^  "^ 
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honest  and  tlisi^iterested  frankness  of  military  frieuil^p 
coiitracled  h.-lHcon  llie  partakers  of  daily  dangers. 

]t  was  on  llie  decline  of  a  Syrian  day  that  Rjcbard  lay 
on  liis  coucli  of  sickness,  loathing  it  as  innrh  in  inind  as 
Iiis  illness  inad^L-  it  tiksoiiic  to  his  body.  His  bright  blue 
eye,  wbii-h  at  all  times  sho:ie  with  tiiicominon  keenness 
and  splendour,  li-.id  its  vivacity  aiijinenteti  by  fever  and 
iiiental  impatience,  and  E;iaiici!d  from  among  his  curled 
and  unshom  locks  of  ycKow  hair,  as  fitfu'ly  and  as  viv- 
idly, as  tlie  last  gleams  of  the  sun  slioot  throu2;h  ibe 
clouds  of  ail  p.piiroa::bini;  thunder-storm,  which  still,  bov- 
t'ver,  are  gildwl  by  its  beams.  His  manly  featura 
showed  the  pro^re:>>  of  wasting  ilhicss,  and  his  beard, 
neglected  and  u.iii'iiiiincd,  hiid  overgrown  both  lips  and 
cliiu.  Casttn,':  liim^L'lf  fioiii  side  to  side,  iioiv  cliitcliing 
towards  him  tLi>.'  covi'i iu'Jis,  which  at  the  next  moment 
be  lliingas  im[);iiioiitIy  fro:ii  him,  his  lossiid  couch  and 
impatieiil  stsuues  sh'.nved  at  once  die  cmrgy  artd  iha 
recklc  js  iiii,):ilii  m('<;  of  a  disposition,  whose iistmal  sphere 
was  tliat  of  tho  in:it  ai  live  er.enion. 

Beside  his  conch  stood  Thomas  de  Vaux,  in  face,  at- 
tiinde,  and  manner,  tlie  strongest  possible  contrast  to  tlie 
snfTering  monarch.  His  stature  approacbcd  the  gigan- 
tic, and  his  b:iir  in  thickness  i!u::hi  have  resembled  that 
of  Samson,  tboui:h  only  nfier  the  Ismelilish  elianipion's 
locks  had  passnd  under  the  sbeeis  of  the  PbiUBthies,  for 
those  of  De  Vaux  were  cm  short,  that  ihey  might  be 
enclosed  under  his  hoii^i:.'!.  The  light  of  his  broad, 
large  hazel  eye,  resembled  that  of  llic  autumn  morn,  and 
it  was  only  perturbed  for  a  moment,  when  fiom  time  to 
time  it  was  attracted  by  Ricbnrd's  vobement  marks  of 
agitation  and  resile^Ane.sit.  His  features,  though  massive 
like  bis  person,  might  have  hcen  handsome  before  tliey 
were  defaced  with  scars ;  his  njipcr  lip,  after  the  fushionof 
the  Xumiuns,  vvascovereit  with  thick  mustaches,  which 
grew  so  loLii;  and  hixurianily  as  to  mingle  with  his  faairi 
and,  like  his  hair,  were  dark  brown,  slightly  lirindlcd 
tvith  f^rey.  His  tramt  secmci  <A  'i.\w.V\ft4  ^Ivich  motf 
rvadily  defies  bolh  voWau4c\\m»e»Waf«i»'iEi«»A«ftL 


eJibroBd-ctiested, long-armed,  deep-breathed, and  strung- 
limbed.  He  had  not  laid  aside  his  buff-coal,  which  dis- 
played the  cross  cut  on  the  shoulder,  for  more  than  three 
oights,  enjoj-tng  but  such  momentary  repose  as  the  war- 
der of  a  sick  monarch's  couch  might  by  snatches  in- 
dulge. This  Baroo  rarely  changed  liis  posture,  ex- 
cept to  administer  to  Richard  the  medicine  or  refresh- 
ments, which  none  of  his  less  favoured  attendants  could 
persuade  the  impatient  monarch  to  take  ;  and  there  was 
something  affecting  in  the  kindly,  yet  awkward  manner,  in 
which  he  discharged  ofBces  so  strangely  contrasted  with 
his  blunt  and  soldierly  habits  and  manners. 

The  pavilion  in  which  tliese  personages  were,  had,  as 
became  the  time,  as  well  as  the  personal  character  of 
Kichard,  more  of  a  warlike  than  a  sumptuous  or  royal 
character.  Weapons  offensive  and  defensive,  several  of 
them  of  strange  and  newly  invented  construction,  were 
scattered  about  the  tented  apartment,  or  disposed  upon 
the  pillars  which  supported  it.  Skins  of  animals  slain 
in  the  chase  was  stretched  on  tlie  ground,  or  extended 
along  the  sides  of  the  pavihori,  and,  upon  a  heap  of  these 
syhan  spoils,  lay  tliree  alan$,  as  lliey  were  then  called, 
(wolf-greyhounds  that  is)  of  the  largest  size,  and  is 
white  as  snow.  Their  faces,  marked  wilh  many  a  scar 
from  clutch  and  fang,  showed  their  share  in  collecting 
the  trophies  upon  which  they  reposed,  and  their  eyes, 
fixed  from  time  to  time  wilh  an  expressive  stretch  and 
yawn  upon  ihe  bed  of  Richard,  evinced  how  much  they 
marvelled  at  and  regretied  the  unwonted  inactivity  which 
tbey  were  compelled  to  share.  These  were  but  the  afc- 
companimenls  of  the  soldier  and  huntsman  ;  but,  oo  a 
small  table  close  by  the  bed,  was  placed  a  shield  of 
wrought  steel,  of  triangular  form,  hearing  tlie  tlirec  lions 
passant,  first  assumed  by  the  chivalrous  monarch,  and 
before  it  the  golden  circlet,  resembling  much  a  ducal 
coronet,  only  that  it  was  higher  in  front  than  behind^ 
which,  with-the  purple  velvet  and  embiQi&«e&  ^\u%'Ca« 
haed^f  the  emblem  o(  ¥.n^TL^^»  « 
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reignty.  Beside  it,  as  if  prompt  for  defending  the  re- 
gal symbol,  lay  a  migkty  curtal-axe,  which  wnuld  have 
wearied  the  arm  of  any  olher  than  Coeur  de  Lion. 

In  an  outer  partition  of  the  pavilkin  waited  tvo  or 
tliree  officers  of  the  royal  liousehold,  depressed,  anxious 
for  their  mnstcr's  health,  and  not  less  so  for  ilieir  own 
safety,  in  case  of  liis  decease.  Their  gloomj-  appre- 
hensions spread  themselves  lo  ihc  irarders  without,  win 
paced  about  in  downcast  and  silent  contemplation,  or, 
resting  on  tbcir  halberds,  stood  motionless  on  ihcir  post, 
rather  like  armeil  trophies  than  living  warriors. 

"  So  diou  hast  no  better  Hen's  to  bring  me  from  Tnib- 
out,  Sir  Thomas  f"  said  the  King,  after  a  long  and  per- 
turbed silence,  S|>ent  in  the  feverish  agitation  which  we 
have  endeavoured  to  describe.  "  All  our  kiitglits  turn- 
ed women,  and  onr  ladies  become  devotees,  mid  neither 
a  spark  of  valour  nor  of  gnltaniry  to  enlicfhtcn  a  ramp, 
which  contains  the  choicest  of  Europe's  chivalry — Hi !" 

"The  Inicc,  my  lord,"  said  De  Vans,  with  the  same 
pnticnce  with  which  he  had  twenty  times  repeated  the 
explanation — "  the  truce  prevents  us  bearing  ourselves 
as  men  of  action  ;  and,  for  the  ladies,  I  am  no  great 
reveller,  as  is  well  known  to  your  Majesty,  and  seldom 
exchange  siecl  and  bu£F  for  tchct  and  gold — but  tbui 
far  I  know,  tliat  our  choicest  beauties  are  waiiEnc  upon 
tliG  Queen's  Majesty  and  the  Princess,  to  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  convent  of  Engaddl,  to  acconiplish  their  vows  for 
your  lli^hnera's  deliverance  from  this  trouble." 

"  And  is  it  thus,"  said  Richard,  with  the  impatience 
of'  indisposition,  "  that  royal  matrons  and  maideu 
should  risk  themselves,  where  die  dogs  who  defile  the 
land  have  as  litde  truth  to  man,  as  they  have  faith  to- 
wards God  .'" 

"  Nay,  my  lord,"  said  De  Vaux,  "  tliej-  have  Sah- 
din's  xvord  for  their  safety." 

"  True,  true  !"  replied  Richard,  "  and  I  did  the  hea- 
tlien  Snldnn  injustice — ^V  owe  K««  reparation  for  h — 
would  God  1  were  bu\.&v\o  o%a  \\.  Vwa  Av^Mti.  to^Nkh^ 
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between  the  two  hosts — Christendom  and  Heathenesse 
both  looking  on  !" 

As  Richard  spoke,  he  thrust  his  riglit  arm  out  of  bed 
naked  to  the  shoulder,  and,  painfully  raising  himself  in 
his  couch,  shook  his  clenched  hand,  as  if  it  grasped 
sword  or  battle-axe,  and  was  then  brandished  over  the 
jewelled  tiirban  of  the  soldan.  It  was  not  without  a, 
gentle  degree  of  violence,  wliich  the  King  would  scarce 
bave  endured  from  another,  that  De  Vaux,  in  iiis  char- 
acter of  sick-niirse,  compelled  his  royal  master  to  re- 
place himself  in  the  couch,  and  covered  his  sinewy  arm, 
Deck,  and  shoulders,  with  the  care  which  a  mother  be- 
stows upon  an  impatient  child. 

"  Thou  art  a  rough  nurse,  though  a  willing  one,  De 
Vaux,"  said  the  king,  laughing  with  a  bitter  expression, 
while  he  submitted  to  the  strength  which  he  was  unable 
to  resist ;  "  methinks  a  coif  would  become  thy  lowering 
features,  as  well  as  a  child's  biggin  would  beseem  mine. 
We  should  be  a  babe  and  nursn  to  frighten  girls  with." 

"  We  have  frightened  men  in  our  time,  my  leige," 
said  De  Vaux  ;  "  and,  I  trust,  may  live  to  frighten  ibcm 
again.  What  is  a  fever-fit,  that  we  should  not  endure  it 
patiently,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  it  easily  ?" 

"  Fever-fit !"  exclaimed  Richard,  impetuously  ;  "  thou  , 
mayst  think,  and  justly,  that  it  is  a  fever-fit  with  me ; 
but  what  is  it  widi  all  the  other  Christian  princes — with 
Philip  of  France — wiih  that  dull  Austrian — with  him 
of  Montserrat — with  the  Flospitallers — with  tlie  Tem- 
plars— what  is  it  with  all  them  ? — I  will  tell  dice — it  is 
a  cold  palsy — a  dead  lethargy — a  disease  that  de- 
prives tliem  of  speech  and  action — a  canker  that  has 
eaten  into  the  heart  of  all  that  is  noble,  and  chivalrous, 
and  virtuous  among  tliem — that  has  made  them  false  to 
the  noblest  vow  ever  knights  were  sworn  to — has  made 
them  indifferent  to  their  fame,  and  forgetful  of  their 
God  !" 

"  For  the  love  of  Heaven,  my  lieg,c,"  said  VlftNaw.-*., 
"  take  it  Jess  violently  t  you  will  be  iieati  Wtf^mvA  ?iw«*^ 
irliere  meh  jp«-iies  gj-g  but  too  current  aXvea.*^  ^w 
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the  common  soldierjr,  aod  eogender  discord  ud  c 
tion  in  the  Chrislian  host.  Bethink  you  tbst  your  mneM 
mars  the  main-$pring  of  their  enterpriie  :  s  romngooel 
will-  work  nitliout  screw  and  lever  better  than  the 
Christian  host  without  King  Richard." 

"  Thou  flatterest  me,  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard ;  and, 
not  insensible  to  (he  power  of  praise,  he  reclined  hii 
head  on  the  pillow,  with  9  more  deliberate  attempt  to 
repose  than  he  had  yet  exhibited.  But  Thomas  de 
Vaux  was  do  courtier ;  ilie  phrase  which  had  ofiered 
had  risen  spontaneously  to  his  lips  ;  and  he  knew  not 
how  to  pursue  the  pleasing  theme,  so  as  to  soothe  and 
prolong  the  vein  which  he  had  excited.  He  was  alem, 
therefore,  until,  relapsing  into  his  moody  contemplations, 
the  King  demanded  of  him  sharply,  "  Despardieux ! 
This  is  smoothly  said  to  soothe  a  sick  man  ;  but  doe*  a 
league  of  monarchs,  an  assemblage  of  nobles,  a  romtH 
cation  of  all  llic  chivalry  of  Europe,  droop  with  the  net- 
ncss  of  one  man,  tliough  lie  chances  to  be  King  of  En^ 
land  ?  Why  should  Richard's  illness,  or  Richard's 
death,  check  the  march  of  thirty  tliousand  men,  as  brare 
as  himself  ?  When  tlie  master  slag  is  struck  down,  the 
herd  do  not  disperse  upon ,  his  fall — when  the  falcoo 
strikes  the  leading  crane,  another  takes  the  guidance  of 
tlte  phalanx. — ^Vhy  do  not  (he  powers  assemble  and 
choose  some  one,  to  whom  they  may  entrust  the  guidance 
of  the  I  lost  ?" 

"  Forsooth,  and  if  it  please  your  Slajesty,"  said  Da 
Vaux,  "  I  hear  consuhations  have  been  held  among  the 
royal  leaders  for  some  sucb  purpose." 

"  Ha  !"  exclaimed  Richard,  his  jealousy  awakened, 
giving  his  mental  irrita(ion  another  direction — "  am  I 
forgot  by  my  allies  ere  I  have  taken  the  last  sacrament? 
— do  iliey  hold  me  dead  already  .' — But  no,  no — they 
are  right — \ni  whom  do  they  select  as  leader  of  the 
Christian  host  ?" 

"  Rank  and  digaity,"  vuA  De  Vaux,  "  point  to  dM 
King  of  France.^ 
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"  Oh  mf,"  a'nswered  the  English  monarch,  "  Philip 
of  France  and  Navarre — Dennis  Montjoie — his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  ! — moutli-filling  words  these  !  There 
is  but  one  risli — that  he  might  mistake  the  words  En 
arriere,  for  en  avant,  and  lead  us  back  to  Paris,  instead 
of  marching  to  Jerusalem.  His  politic  head  has  learn- 
ed by  tliis  time,  tliat  ihore  is  more  to  bo  gotten  by  op- 
pressing his  feudatories,  and  pillaging  his  allies,  than 
fighting  with  the  Turks  for  the  Holy  Sepulchre." 

*'  They  might  choose  the  Archduke  of  Austria,"  said 
De  Vaux. 

"  What !  because  ho  is  big  and  burlcy  like  thyself, 
Thomas — nearly  as  tliick- 1  leaded,  but  without  thy  indif- 
ference lo  danger,  and  carelessness  of  offence  ?  1  tell 
thee  iliat  Austria  has  in  all  that  mass  of  flesh  no  bolder 
animation,  tlian  is  afforded  by  the  peevishness  of  a  wasp, 
and  the  courage  of  a  wren.  Out  upon  liim  ! — Ac  a 
leader  of  cliivalry  to  deeds  of  glory  ! — Give  him  a 
flagon  of  Rhenish  to  drink  with  his  besmirched  baarcn- 
hauters  c:id  lancc-kncchts." 

"  There  is  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,"  con- 
tinued the  baron,  not  sorry  to  keep  his  master's  attention 
engaged  on  other  topics  than  his  own  ilhiess,  though  at 
the  expense  of  the  characters  of  prince  and  potentate — 
"  There  is  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,"  he  con- 
tinued, "  undaunted,  skilful,  brave  in  battle,  and  sage  in 
council,  having  no  separate  kingdoms  of  his  own  to  di- 
vert his  exertions  from  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Laud 
— what  thinks  your  Majesty  of  the  Master  as  a  general 
leader  of  the  Christian  host  ?" 

"  Ha,  Beau-Seant  i""  answered  the  King.  "Oh,  no 
exception  can  be  taken  to  Brother  Giles  Amaury — he 
understands  the  ordering  of  a  battle,  and  the  Gghting  in 
front  when  it  begios.  B.ut,  Sir  Thomas,  were  it  fair  to 
take  tlio  Holy  Land  from  the  heathen  Saladin,  so  full  of 
all  the  virtues  which  may  distinguish  unchristened  man, 
and  give  it  to  Giles  Amaury,  a  worse  Pagan  than  Ivm- 
self — an  i6o}ater — a  devil- worshipper — a  necTwwwvcft^ 
— irbo  practises  crimes  the  mo?!  daiV.  ati&  vkiwAms^ 
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in  die  raults  and  secret  places  of  aboauuatioa  lod  dark- 
ness ?" 

"  The  Grand  Master  of  the  HospItaUers  of  St.  Joba 
of  Jerusalem  is  not  tainted  by  fame,  eithei  with  hcre^ 
or  magic,"  said  Thomas  de  Vaux. 

"  But  is  ho  not  a  sordid  miser  ?"  said  Richard,  fais- 
ttly  ;  "  lias  he  not  been  suspected — 4y,  more  than  su^ 
pected — or  selling  to  the  infidels  those  advantages  irhicb 
tbey  would  never  have  won  by  fair  force  f  Tush,  mu, 
better  give  the  army  to  be  made  merchandize  of  by 
Venetian  skippers  and  Lombardy  pedlars,  than  trust  h  to 
the  Grand  Master  of  St.  John." 

"  Well,  then,  I  will  venture  but  another  guess,"  said 
the  Buron  de  V'uux — "  What  say  you  to  the  gallant  Mar- 
quis of  Montserrat,  so  wise,  so  elegant,  such  a  good 
man-nl-urms  ?" 

"  Wise  !*  cunninc;,  you  would  say,"  replied  Richard; 
"  elegant  in  a  lady's  chamber,  if  you  will.  Oh,  ar, 
Conrade  of  Monlsurrat,  who  knows  not  the  popinjay? 
Politic  and  versatile,  he  will  cIiunE;e  yoit  his  purposes  at 
often  as  the  trimmings  of  his  doublet,  and  you  shall  nev- 
er he  able  to  guess  llic  hue  of  his  inmost  vestments  from 
their  outward  colours.  A  man-at-arins  ?  ay,  tt  fine  fig- 
ure on  horseback,  and  can  bear  him  well  in  tho  tilt-yara, 
and  at  the  barrturs,  when  swords  are  blunted  al 
point  and  edge,  and  spears  arc  tipped  with  trenches  ct 
wood,  instead  of  stucl-pikcs.  Wert  thou  not  with  me, 
when  I  said  to  tliat  same  gay  marquis,  '  Here  we  be, 
tlirec  good  Chiisiians,  and  on  yonder  plain  tlicre  pricks 
a  band  of  some  threescore  Saracens,  what  say  you  to 
charge  ihem  briskly  ?  There  arc  but  twenty  unbelieriog 
miscreants  to  each  true  knigbt.' " 

"  1  recollect  tlic  Marquis  replied,"  said  De  Vaus, 
"  tliat  his  limbs  were  of  flesh,  not  of  iron,  and  that  he 
would  rather  bear  ihe  heart  of  a  man  than  of  a  beast, 
though  (hat  beast  were  the  lion.  But  I  see  how  it  is— 
we  shall  end  where  we  began,  without  hope  of  praying 
at  the  Sepulchre,  uau\  Wcvfca  *»&.  \<s«xn%  ^^^^  EUch* 
Mrd  to  bealtli." 
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At  this  grave  remark,  Richard  burst  out  into  a  heartjr 
fit  of  laughter,  the  first  which  he  had  for  some  time  in- 
dulged in.     "  Why,  what  a  thing  is  conscience,"  he  said, 
**  that  through  its  means  even  such  a  thick-witted  north- 
ern lord  as  thou  can'st  bring  thy  sovereign  to  confess  his 
folly !    It  is  true,  that,  did  they  not  propose  themselves 
as  fit  to  hold  my  leading-staff,  little  should  I  care  for 
plucking  tlie  silken  trappings  off  the  puppets  tliou  hast 
shown  me  in  succession — Wli^t  concerns  it  me  what 
fine  tinsel  robes  they  swagger  in,  unless  when  they  are 
named  as  rivals  in  the  glorious  enterprize  to  which  I 
have  vowed  myself?     Yes,  De  Vaux,  I  confess  my 
weakness,  and  the  wilfulness  of   my  ambition.      The 
Christian  camp  contains,  doubtless,  many  a  better  knight 
than    Richard  of  Engltind,  and  it  would  be  wise  and 
worthy  to  assign  to  the  best  of  them  the  leading  of  the 
host — but,"  continued  tlie  warlike  monarch,  raising  him- 
self in  bis  bed,  and  shaking  the  cover  from  his  head, 
while  his  eyes  sparkled  as  they  were  wont  to  do  on  the 
eve  of  battle,  "  were  such  a  knight  to  plant  the  banner 
of  the  Cross  on  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem,  while  I  -was 
unable  to  bear  my  share  in  the  noble  task,  he  should, 

00  soon  as  I  was  fit  to  lay  lance  in  rest,  undergo  my 
challenge  to  mortal  combat,  for  having  diminished  my 
Gune,  and  pressed  in  before^ to  the  object  of  my  enter- 
prise.— But  hark,  what  trumpets  arc  those  at  a  dis- 
tance ?" 

*'  Those  of  King  Philip,  as  1  guess,  my  liege,"  said 
the  stout  Englishman. 

^*  Thou  art  dull  of  ear,  Thomas,"  said  the  King,  en- 
deavouring to  start  up — *'  hearest  thou  not  that  clash 
and  clang  ?     By  Heaven,  the  Turks  are  in  the  camp— 

1  hear  their  lelies."* 

He  again  endeavoured  to  get  out  of  bed,  and  De  Vaux 
was  obliged  to  exercise  his  own  great  strengtli,  and  also 


*  The  w«r«rief  of  the  Miosleinah. 
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to  summon  tbc  asaistance  of  the  chamberluos  from  ibc 
inner  tent  to  restrain  him. 

"  Thou  art  a  false  traitor,  De  Vaux,"  said  the  inc«» 
ed  monarch,  when,  breathles;  and  exhausted  with  suaj- 
gling,  he  nas  compelled  to  submit  to  superior  strenedi, 
and  to  repose  in  quiet  on  his  couch.  "  I  would  I  verc 
— I  would  1  were  but  strong  enough  to  dash  thy  braim 
out  with  my  battle-axe." . 

"  I  would  you  iiad  the  strength,  my  liege,"  said  Vi 
Vaus,  "  and  would  tve^,  take  the  risk  of  its  being  » 
employed.  The  odds  would  be  great  in  faroui  of 
Christendom,  were  Thomas  Muliou  dead,  and  Cceurdi 
Uon  liimscif  again." 

"  Inline  honest  faithful  servant,"  said  Richard,  ezKnt 
ing  his  hand,  which  the  baron  reverentially  salute^ 
*"  forgive  thy  master's  impatience  of  mood.  It  is  ilv 
burning  fever  which  chides  thee,  and  not  thy  kiod  mis- 
ler,  Richard  of  England.  Rut  go,  I  prithee,  and  bn; 
jne  nord  wliat  strangers  arc  in  the  camp,  for  ibot 
sounds  are  not  of  Christendom." 

De  Vaux  left  the  pavllior.  on  the  errand  assigned,  and 
in  his  absence,  which  he  had  resolved  should  be  brie( 
he  charged  ilic  clminbcrlaiti's  pages  and  attendants  b 
redouble  their  attention  on  their  sovereign,  with  threats  of 
holding  thciu  (o  responsibility,  which  ratlier  added  is 
than  diminished  dieir  timid  anxiety  in  tlie  discharge  of 
their  duly  ;  for  next,  perhaps,  la  die  ire  of  the  monarch 
himself,  they  dreaded  that  of  the  stem  and  ioexorabk 
I^rd  of  Gilsiand.' 
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CHAPTER  VU. 

There  never  was  a  time  oo  the  March  paiti  yet. 

When  Scottish  with  Eiigli«h  met, 
But  it  was  mar\'el  if  the  red  blood  ran  not 

As  the  rain  docs  in  the  street. 

.^pattUof  OlUrbtmrm, 

A  CONSIDERABLE  band  of  Scottish  warriors  had  joined 
the  crusaders,  and  had  naturally  placed  themselves  under 
the  command  of  the  English  monarch,  being  like  his  native 
troops,  most  of  them  of  Saxon  and  Norman  descent,  speak- 
ing the   same   languages,  possessed,  some  of  them,  of 
English  as  well  as  Scottish  demesnes,  and  allied  in  some 
cases,  by  blood  and  intermarriage.     The  period  also  pre- 
ceded that  when  the  grasping   ambition  of  Edward  I. 
gave  a  deadly  and  envenomed  character  to  the  wars  be- 
twixt the  two  nations  ;  the  English  fighting  for  tlie  subju- 
£don  of  Scotland,  and  the  Scottish,  with  all  the  stem 
tennination  and  obstinacy  which  has  ever  characteriz- 
fd'their  nation,  for  the  defence  of  their  independence,  by 
^e  most  violent  means,  under  the  most  disadvantageous 
tircumst'mces,  and  at  the  most  extreme  hazard.     As  yet, 
Wars  betwixt  the  two  nations,  though  fierce  and  frequent, 
W  been  conducted  on  principles  of  fair  hostility,  and 
'  admitted  of  those  softening  shades  by  which  courtesy,  and 
the  respect  for  open  and  gcneroiis  foenien,  qualify  and 
litigate  the  horrors  of  war.      In  time  of  peace,  ihere- 
«we,  and  especially  when  both,  as  at  present,  were  engag- 
ed in  war,  waged  in  behalf  of  a  common  cause,  and 
tendered  dear  to  iliem  by  their  ideas  of  religion,  the  ad- 
venturers of  both  countries  frequently  fought  side  by  side, 
*heit  national  emulation  serving  only  to  stimulate  them 
^  excel  each  other  in  their  efforts  against  the  common 
enemy^ 

6      VOL.   II, 
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Tlie  frank  and  martial  character  of  Richird,  Trbo  made 
no  disilnction  bctwint  his  own  subjects  and  thoseoT^Mt 
liani  of  Scotland,  excepting  as  they  bore  tliemselm 
in  tlic  field  of  battle,  tended  much  to  conciliate  the  iroopi 
of  both  nations.  But  upon  his  illness,  and  tlie  disadrin- 
tageoiis  circumstances  in  which  the  crusaders  were  placed, 
the  national  disunion  between  the  various  bands  united  u 
the  crui^ade,  began  to  display  iiself,  just  as  old  wounds 
break  out  afresh  in  the  human  body,  when  under  the  iih 
fluencc  of  disease  or  dcbilJIy. 

The  Scottish  and  Engli»h,  cquallv  jealous  and  hiijK 
spirited,  and  apt  to  take  offence, — tlie  former  the  men 
so,  because  the  poorer  and  Ihe  weaker  nation, — began  ti 
fill  up,  by  internal  dissension,  the  period  when  the  tiuce 
forbade  ihem  to  wreak  llieir  united  vengeance  on  the 
Snrarens.  I.ikc^  ijie  contending  Roman  chiefs  of  old, 
tlie  Scollish  would  admit  no  supcrioriiv,  and  their  south- 
ern neiglilioitrs  would  brook  no  equality.  There  wert 
charges  and  rerriminat ions,  and  both  the  common  soldieiTi 
and  their  lenders,  and  rommanders,  who  had  been  ^ood 
comrades  in  lime  of  victor)-,  lowered  on  each  other  ii 
the  period  of  adversity,  as  if  their  imion'  had  not  been 
then  more  essential  than  ever,  not  only  to  the  succead 
their  common  cause,  but  lo  their  joint  safety.  The  sain 
disunion  li;td  brirun  lo  show  itself  betwixt  the  French 
and  Kndisli.  the  Italians  and  the  Germans,  and  even  ht- 
twren  [lie  Danes  and  Swedes  ;  hut  It  is  only  that  whitb 
divided  the  two  nations  whom  one  island  bred,  and  wIb 
seemed  more  animated  against  each  other  for  the  ven 
reason,  that  our  narrative  is  principally  concerned  wiik 

or  all  the  English  nobles  who  had  followed  their  Khu! 
to  Palestine,  De  V'aux  was  most  prejiidiced  against  the 
Scottish  ;  they  were  his  near  neighbours,  with  whom  la 
had  been  engaged  during  his  whole  life  in  private  or  pub- 
lic warfare,  and  on  whom  he  had  indicted  many  calamitiet, 
while  he  had  sustained  at  their  hands  not  a  few.  His  Ion 
and  devotion  to  the  King  was  like  the  vivid  afiection  of  tin 
old  English  mastiff  Vo  V\s  vn^Vei  ,\«».v\tt^\\wR  churlish  and 
inaccessible  lo  aU  ov\\c»,  evca  wirofta  'SMa  >tk-^tiim 
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he  was  mdifferent,  and  rough  and  dangerous  to  any  against 
whom  he  entertained  a  prejudice.     De  Vaux  had  never 
observed,  without  jealousy  and  displeasure,  his  King  ex- 
hibit any  mark   of  courtesy  or  favour  to  the  wicked,  de- 
ceitful, and  ferocious  race,  bom  on  the  other  side  ojf  a 
river,  or  an  imaginary  line  drawn  through  waste  and  wil- 
derness, and  he  even  doubted  the  success  of  a  crusade, 
m  which  they  were  suffered  to  bear  arms,  holding  them 
in  his  secret  soul  little  better  than  the  Saracens  whom 
he  came  to  combat.     It  may  be  added,  tliat  as  being 
himself  a  blunt  and  downright  Englishman,  unaccustomed 
to  conceal  the  slightest  movement  either  of  love  or  of 
dislike,  he  accounted  the  fair-spoken  courtesy,  which 
the  Scots  had  learned,  eitlier  from  imitation  of  their  fre- 
quent allies,  the  French,  or  which  might  have  arisen  from 
their  own  proud  and  reserved  character,  as  a  false  and 
astuck>us  mark  of  the  most  dangerous  designs  against  their 
neighbours,  over  whom  he  believed,  with  genuine   Eng- 
lish confidence,  they  gould  by  fair  manhood  never  obtain 
any  advantage. 

Yet  though  De  Vaux  entertained  these  sentiments  con- 
cerning his  northern  neighbours,  and  extended  them  with 
little  mitigation  even  to  such  as  had  assumed  the  Cross,  his 
respect  for  the  King,  and  a  "sense  of  the  duty  imposed 
by  his  vow  as  a  crusader,  prevented  him  from  displaying 
them  otlierwise  than  by  regularly  shunning  all  intercourse 
with  his  Scottish  brethrcn-at-arms,  as  far  as  possible, — 
by  observing  a  sullen  taciturnity,  when  compelled  to  meet ' 
them  occasionally, — and  by  looking  scornfully  upon  them 

•  when  they  encountered  on  the  march  and  in  camp.  The* 
Scottish  barons  and  knights  were  not  men  to  bear  his 
icorn  unobserved  or  unreplied  to  ;  and  it  came  to  that 
pass  that  he  was  regarded  as  the  determined  and  active 
enemy  of  a  nation,  whom,  after  all,  he  only  disliked,  and 
in  some  sort  despised.  Nay,  it  was  remarked  by  close 
observers,  that  if  he  had  not  towards  them  the  charity 
of  Scripture,  which  suffereth  long  and  judges  kindly,  he 
was  by  no  means  deficient  in  the  subordmaXe  ^t\&  \\Wi\Vb\ 
virtue,  which  alleviates  and  relieves  the  w^livVs  o^  o^e^^^ 

Tjbe  wealth  of  Thomas  of  Gilsland  procured  ^w^^Xvi^  taS 
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provisioQs  luid  medicines,  and  aome  of  these  imnD* 
flowed  by  secret  channels  into  llie  quuten  of  tbe  Scot- 
tish ;  his  surly  benevolence  proceeding  on  the  principlef 
that,  next  to  a  man's  friend,  his  foe  was  of  most  impon* 
ance  to  liim,  passing  over  all  the  intermediate  relations, 
as  too  indifferent  to  merit  even  a  thought.  Tbii 
explanation  is  necessary,  in  order  that  the  reader  may 
fully  understand  nhat  we  are  now  to  detail. 

Thomas  de  Vaux  had  not  made  many  steps  beyond 
tlie  entrance  of  (he  royal  paTilion,  when  he  vts  anare  of 
what  the  far  more  acute  ear  of  the  English  .niODarch,  do 
mean  proficient  in  the  art  of  minstrels}',  had  instantly 
discovered,  that  the  musical  strains,  namely,  which  had 
reached  their  ears,  nere  produced  by  the  pipes,  shakn, 
and  licttle-drums  of  the  Saracens ;  and  at  the  bottom 
of  an  avenue  of  tents,  which  formed  a  broad  access  u 
the  pavilion  of  Richard,  he  could  see  a  crowd  of  idle 
soldiers  assembled  around  the  spot  from  which  the  music 
was  heard,  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  camp  ;  and  be  saw, 
with  great  surprise,  mingled  amid  the  helmets  of  variota 
forms  worn  by  the  crusaders  of  different  nations,  wliiw 
turbans  and  long  pikes,  announcing  the  presence  of  armed 
Saracens,  and  the  huge  deformed  heads  of  several  caioeb 
or  dromedaries,  overlooking  tlie  multitude  by  aid  of  their 
long  dis  pro  portioned  necks- 
Wondering  and  displeased  at  a  sight  so  unexpected 
and  singular, — for  it  was  customaiy  to  leave  all  flags  c( 
truce  and  other  communications  from  the  enemy  at  in 
appointed  place  without  the  barriers, — the  baron  looked 
eagerly  round  for  some  one  of  whom  he  might  inquiit 
the  cause  of  this  alarming  novelty. 

The  lirst  person  whom  he  met  advancing  to  him,  he 
set  down  at  once,  by  his  grave  nnd  haughty  step,  as  a 
Spaniard  or  a  Srot ;  and  presently  after  muttered  to  him- 
self — "  And  a  Scot  it  is — he  of  the  Leopard. — I  han 
seen  him  fig;lit  indifferently  well  for  one  of  his  country." 
Loath  to  ask  even  a  passing  question,  he'  was  ahoot 
to  piss  Sir  KenncvVi,  ^"rt\\  Aav  wftea  «n&  \Rrai«i'ui^  ^ort 
irJiicJi  seems  to  say,  "\  Vno\i  'i«c»>»*.\^r&^iAfc.m 
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eommimicaUoD  with  thee  ;"  but  hb  purpose  vza  defeated 
bj  the  northern  kDJght,  who  looved  forward  directly  to  him, 
and  Mcosting  him  with  fonnal  courtesy,  said,  "  My  Lord 
de  Vaux  of  Gilsland,  I  hare  in  charge  to  speak  with  you." 

"  Ha  !"  returned  the  English  baron,  "  with  me  i  But 
nj  your  pleasure,  ao  it  be  shwtly  spoken — ^I  am  on  the 
King's  errand." 

"  Mine  touches  King  Richard  yet  more  nearly,"  an- 
•wered  Sir  Kenneth  ;  "  1  bring  him,  I  trust,  health." 

The  Lord  of  Gilsland  measured  the  Scot  with  incred- 
ulous eyes,  and  replied,  "  Thou  art  no  leech,  1  think, 
Sir  Scot — I  had  as  soon  thought  of  your  bringing  tho 
King  of  England  wealth." 

Sir  Kenneth,  though  displeased  with  the  manner  of 
the  baron's  reply,  answered  calmly  ;  "  Health  (o  Richard 
ifl  glory  and  wealth  to  Christendom. — ^But  my  time  prea- 
■es  ;  I  pray  jrou,  may  I  see  the  King  !" 

"  Surely  not,  fair  sir,"  said  the  baron,  "  until  your 
errand  be  told  more  distinctly.     The  sick  chambers  of 

Erinees  open  sot  Ic  all  who  inquire,  like  a  northern 
ostelrie." 

**  My  lord,"  said  Kenneth,  "  the  cross  which  I  wear 
io  common  with  yourself,  and  the  importance  of  what  I 
hare  to  tell,  must,  for  the  present,  cause  me  to  pass  over 
a  bearing  which  else  I  were  unapt  to  endure.  In  plain 
language,*  tlien,  I  bring  willi  me  a  Moorish  physician, 
who  undertakes  to  work  a  cure  on  King  Richard." 

"  A  Moorish  physician  !"  said  De  Vaux  ;  "  and  who 
win  warrant  that  be  brings  not  poisons  instead  of  rem- 
edies ?"  . 

.  "  His  own  life,  my  lord— his  head,  which  he  ofiers  as 
■  guarantee." 

"  I  have  known  many  a  resolute  ruffian,"  said  De 
Vaux,  "  who  valued  his  own  life  as  little  as  it  deserved, 
and  would  troop  to  the  gallows  as  merrily  as  if  the  bang- 
man  were  his  partner  io  a  dance." 

"  But  thus  it  is,  my  lord,"  replied  the  Scot  •,  "  S^'a.- 
din,  Io  whom  0009  mil  deny  the  credit  oS  vti^t>*t^'*A 
*•    rotu  II. 
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and  valiant  enemy,  hath  sent  this  leech  hither  with  an 
honourable  retinue  and  guard,  befitting  the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  El  Hakim^  is  held  by  tlie  Soldan,  and  with 
fruits  and  refreshments  for  the  King's  private  chamber^ 
and  such  message  as  may  pass  betwixt  honourable  ene- 
mies, praying  him  to  be  recovered  of  his  fever,  tliat  be 
may  be  the  fitter  to  receive  a  visit  from  the  Soldan,  with 
his  naked  scymitar  in  his  hand,  and  an  hundred  thousand 
cavaliers  at  his  back.  Will  it  please  you,  who  are  cf 
the  King*s  secret  council,  to  cause  these  camels  to  be 
discharged  of  their  burdens,  and  some  order  taken  as  lo 
the  reception  of  the  learned  physician  f " 

**  Wc^derful !"  said  De  Vaux,  as  speaking  to  himself. 
— ^'  And  who  will  vouch  for  the  honour  of  Saladin,  in  a 
case  when  bad  faith  would  rid  him  at  once  of  his  most 
powerful  adversary  ?" 

"  I  myself,"  replied  Sir  Kenneth,  "  will  be  his  guar- 
antee, with  honour,  life,  and  fortune." 

"  Strange  !"  again  ejaculated  De  Vaux  ;  "  the  North 
vouches  for  the  South — the  Scot  for  the  Turk  ! — May  I 
crave  of  you,  sir  knight,  how  you  became  concerned  io 
this  affair  V 

^'  I  have  been  absent  on  a  pilgrimage,  in  tlie  course  of 
which,"  replied  Sir  Kenneth,  "  I  had  a  message  to  dis- 
charge towards  the  holy  hermit  of  Engaddi." 

^'  May  1  not  be  intrusted  with  it.  Sir  Kenneth,  and  with 
the  answer  of  the  holy  man  r" 

**  It  may  not  be,  my  lord,"  answered  the  Scot. 

''  I  am  of  the  secret  council  of  England,"  said  the 
Englishman,  hauirhtily. 

"  To  which  land  I  Q>ve  no  allegiance,"  said  Kenneth. 
"Though  I  have  voluntarily  followed  in  tliis  war  tlie  per- 
sonal fortunes  of  England's  sovereign,  1  was  despatched 
by  the  General  Council  of  the  kings,  princes,  ond  su- 
preme leaders  of  the  army  of  the  Blessed  Cross,  and  lo 
them  only  I  render  my  errand." 

"  Ha  !  say'st  thou  ?"  said  tfie  proud  baron  De  Vaux. 
''But  know,  mcasew^ei  o(  vVv^  Vaw^  ^ud  princes  as  tboa 
iiia/st  be,  no  leech  s\\a\\;kV^tQOLC>\)\\ei>K^k-\ifc\^i\^i«36^ 
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England,  without  the  consent  of  him  of  GUsland  ;  and 
tfaey  will  come  on  evil  errand  who  dare  to  iulrude  them- 
Belres  against  it." 

He  was  turning  loftily  away,  when  the  Scot  placuig 
himself  closer,  and  more  opposite  to  him,  asked,  in  a 
calm  voice,  yet  not  without  expressing  )iis  share  of  prid^ 
whether  tlie  Lord  of  Gilaland  esteemed  him  a  gentleman 
tad  &  good  knight. 

"  All  Scots  are  ennobled  by  tlieir  birtli-right,"  answer- 
ed Tlioraas  de  Vaux,  something  ironically  ;  but,  sensible 
of  his  own  injustice,  and  perceiving  that  Kenneth's  colour 
rose,  he  added,  "  For  a  good  knight  it  were  sui  to  doubt 
you,  in  one  at  least  who  has  seen  you  well  and  bravely: 
discharge  your  devoir." 

"  Well,  then,"  said  the  Scottish  knight,  satisfied  witli 
the  frankness  of  the  last  admission,  "  and  let  me  swear 
to  you,  Thomas  of  Gilsluiid,  that  as  I  am  true  Scottish 
man,  which  1  hold  a  privilege  equal  to  my  ancient  gentry, 
uid.as  sure  as  1  am  a  belted  knight,  and  come  hither  to 
acquire  toi*  and  fnme  in  this  mortal  life,  and  forgiveness 
of  my  sins  in  that  which  is  to  come — so  truly,  and  by  the 
blessed  CroHs  which  1  wear,  do  I  protest  unto  you,  tliU 
1  desire  hut  the  safety  of  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion,  in  re- 
commending the  ministry  of  this  Moslem  physician." 

Tliii  Englishman  was  struck  ivith  tlie  solemnity  of  the 
obtestation,  and  answered  wltii  more  cordiality  than  he 
had  yet  exhibited,  "  Tell  me,  Sir  Knight  of  the  Leopard, 
granting,  (which  I  do  not  doubt,)  that  thou  art  tliyself 
satisfied  in  this  matter,  shall  I  do  well,  in  a  land  where 
the  art  of  poisoning  is  as  general  as  that  of  cooking,  to 
bring  this  unknown  physician  to  practise  whh  his  drugs 
on  a  hoahh  so  valuable  to  Christendom  .'"' 

"  My  lord,"  replied  the  Scot,  "  thus  only  can  I  reply ; 
Uiat  my  squire,  tlie  only  one  of  my  retinue  whom  war 
and  disease  bad  left  in  attendance  on  me,  has  been  of 
late  suffering  dangerously  under  this  same  fever,  which, 
in  ralianl  King  Richard,  has  disabled  the  principal  linvb 

'/m,—imi,  jirmue,  er  nnawa. 
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of  our  holy  enterprize.  Thb  leecfa,  this  El  Hakkn,  Imh 
minbtered  remedies  to  him  not  two  hours  since,  and almdj 
he  hath  fallen  into  a  refreshing  sleep.  That  heeoacare  the 
disorder,  which  has  proved  so  fatal,  I  nothing  doubt ;  thiC 
he  hath  the  purpose  to  do  it,  is,  I  think,  warranted  bjr 
Bis  mission  from  the  royal  Soldan,  who  is  true-Jiearted 
and  loyal,  so  far  as  a  blinded  infidel  may  be  called  so ; 
and,  for  his  eventual  success,  the  certainty  of  reward  m 
case  of  succeeding,  and  punishment  in  case  of  voluntaij 
failure,  may  be  a  sufficient  guarantee." 

The  Englishman  listened  with  downcast  looks,  as  one 
who  doubted,  yet  was  not  unwilling  to  receive  convictioe. 
At  length  he  looked  up  and  said,  ^*  May  I  see  your  sick 
squire,  fair  sir  ?" 

The  Scottish  knight  hesitated  and  coloured,  yet  in- 
swered  at  last,  ^^  Willingly,  my  Lord  of  Gilsland ;  but 
you  must  remember,  when  vou  see  my  poor  quarten, 
that  the  nobles  and  knights  of  Scotland  feed  not  so  highy 
sleep  not  so  soft,  and  care  not  for  the  magnificence  of 
lodgement,  wiiich  is  proper  to  tlieir  southern  neighbouis. 
I  am  poorly  lodged,  my  Lord  of  Gilsland,**  be  addedi 
with  a  haughty  emphasis  on  the  word,  while  with  some  un- 
willingness he  led  the  way  to  his  temporary  place  of  abode. 

Whatever  were  the  prejudices  of  De  Vaux  against  tha 
nation  of  his  new  acquaintance,  and  though  we  undertake 
not  to  deny  that  some  of  these  were  excited  by  its  pn>- 
verbial  poverty,  he  had  too  much  nobleness  of  disposi- 
tion to  enjoy  the  mortification  of  a  brave  individual,  diof 
compelled  to  make  known  wants  which  his  pride  wouU 
gladly  have  concealed. 

^'  Shame  to  the  soldier  of  the  Cross,''  he  said,  "  who 
thinks  of  worldly  splendour,  or  of  luxurious  accommo- 
dation, when  pressing  forward  to  the  conquest  of  the 
Holy  City.  Fare  as  hard  as  we  may,  we  shall  yet  be 
better  than  the  host  of  martyrs  and  of  saints,  who,  having 
trod  these  scenes  before  us,  now  hold  golden  lampsi 
and  evergreen  palms." 

This  was  the  mosv.  n\ei^^\\oi\c,'A  v^^^V^^ldch  Thomas 
of  GiJsland  was  ever  knovm  \o>aJ0uM,^^x^^0Rax^S?*w^ 
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(o9  win  lometliiies  happen,)  that  it  did  not  entirely  ex- 
press bis  on'D  sentiments,  being  somewliat  a  lover  of 
good  cbeer  and  splendid  accomiiiodaiion.  By  tlii.s  lime 
they  reached  the  place  of  the  camp,  where  the  Knight  of 
the  Leopard  had  assumed  his  ahode. 

Appearances  here  did  indued  promise  no  breach  of  the 
liws  of  mortification,  to  which  tiic  cnisadcrs,  according 
to  the  opinion  expressed  by  htm  of  Gilsland,  ought  to 
subject  themselves.  A  space  If  ground,  large  enough  to 
accommodate  perhaps  thirty  tents,  according  to  thccni- 
saders'  rules  of  castra nictation,  was  partly  vacant-— be- 
cause, in  ostentation,  the  knight  had  demnmlcd  ground  to 
the  extent  of  his  original  retinue — partly  occupied  by  a 
few  miserable  huts,  hastily  constriicicd  of  boughs,  and 
covered  with  palm  leaves.  These  habitations  seemed  en- 
tirely deserted,  and  several  of  them  were  ruinous.  The 
central  hut,  which  represented  tlie  pavilion  of  (he  leader, 
iras  distingnislicd  by  his  swallow-tailed  pennon,  placed  on 
the  point  of  a  spear ;  from  which  its  long  folds  dropt  mo- 
tionless to  the  ground,  as  if  sickening  under  dte  scorch- 
ing rays  of  the  Asiatic  sun.  Hut  no  pages  or  squires, 
not  even  a  solitary  warder,  was  placed  by  the  emblem  of 
feudal  power  and  Lnightly  degrees.  If  its  reputation 
defended  it  not  from  insult,  it  had  no  other  guard. 

Sir  Kenneth  ca.st  a  melancholy  look  around  him,  but, 
■  suppressing  his  feelings,  entered  tlie  hut,  makings  sign  to 
the  Baron  of  Gilsland  to  follow.  He  also  cast  around  a 
glance  of  examination,  which  implied  pity  not  altogether 
unmingled  with  contempt,  to  which,  perhaps,  it  is  as  near- 
ly akin  as  It  is  said  to  be  (o  love.  He  then  stooped  his 
lofty  crest,  and  entered  a  lowly  hut,  wtiieh  his  bulky  form 
■earned  almost  entirely  to  fill. 

Til-  interior  of  the  hut  was  chiefly  occupied  by  two 
beds.  One  was  empty,but  composed  of  collected  leaves, 
■nd  spread  with  an  antelope's  hide.  It  seemed  from  the 
articles  of  armour  laid  beside  it,  and  from  a  crucifix  of 
riiver,  carefully  and  reverentially  disposed  at  tUe  hci-A,  Mi 
be  the  couch  of  the  Anieiit  himself.  The  olWi  tcm.V'i^vv- 
eii  the  iatraJid,oC  whom  Sit  Knntieth  had  sipoVevi^a,  sXto'rv 
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built  and  harsh- featured  man,  past,  as  bis  looks  betokened 
tbe  middle  age  of  life.  His  couch  iras  uimmed  nmn 
folily  liiai)  liis  master's,  and  it  was  plain,  that  the  'man 
courily  garments  of  the  latter,  the  loose  robe,  in  irhich 
the  knights  showed  themselves  on  pacific  orcasions,  and 
the  other  little  spare  articles  of  dress  and  adorument,  bad 
been  applied  by  Sir  Kenneth  to  the  acrommodation  of 
his  sick  domestic.  In  an  outtvard  part  of  the  hut,  which 
yet  was  within  tbe  ranee  -of  the  English  baron's  eye,  a 
boy,  rudely  attired  with  buskins  of  dear's  hide,  a  blue  cap 
or  bonnet,  and  a  douhlel,  i\hose  original  finery  was  murh 
tarnisiied,  sat  on  his  knees  by  a  chaGns-dish  filled  with 
diarroal,  cooking  upon  a  plat^  of  iron  the  rakes  of  bar- 
Icy-brend,  which  were  then,  and  still  ere,  a  favourite  food 
with  tlie  Scolli^h  people.  Part  of  an  antelope  was  sus- 
pended against  one  of  tbe  main  props  of  the  but,  nw 
was  it  djfllciilt  to  know  how  it  had  heen  prorured  ;  fori 
large  stag  gieyhound,  nobler  in  sire  end  appearance  than 
those  cvc  I  which  guarded  King  Richard's  sick-bed,  1st 
eyeing  the  prorrss  of  baking  the  cake.  The  segacioui 
animal,  on  their  first  entrance,  uttered  a  stifled  growl, 
which  sounded  from  his  deep  chest  Kke  disi.-int  thunder. 
But  he  saw  his  master,  and  acknowledged  his  presence 
by  waj^zin^  his  tail  and  coeching  his  head,  abstainine  froin 
more  timiultiions  or  noi^y  greeting,  as  if  his  noble  instinct 
had  taitght  him  llie  propriety  of  stilencc  in  a  »ck  luao's 
diambf  r. 

Beside  llic  couch,  sat  on  a  eushJon,  also  rompo!:ed  of 
skins,  the  SInorish  physician  of  whom  Sir  Kenneth  had 
spoken,  cross-legged,  after  the  Eastern  fashion.  Tbe 
imperfect  light  sliowed  little  of  him,  save  that  the  lower 
part  of  his  face  was  covered  with  a  long  black  heard, 
which  descended  over  his  breast — that  he  wore  a  high 
tolparh,  a  Tartar  cap  of  the  lamb's  wool  manufactured  at 
Asiraean,  hearing  the  same  dutky  colour,  and  that  his 
ample  caftan,  or  Turkish  robe,  was  also  of  a  dark  hue. 
Two  piercing  eyes,  which  gleamed  with  unusual  lustre, 
irere  (he  only  lineaiHcnWo^  \\»  n\*»^c  U\at  could  be  d»»- 
ceroed  amid  tlie  darkne^iS  \\\  MsVuiVXai  ■««»  <«»<^»^V 
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The  English  lord  stood  silent  with  a  sort  of  reverential 
awe ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  roughness  of  his  general 
bearing,  a  scene  of  distress  and  poverty,  firmly  endured 
without  complaint  or  murmur,  would  at  any  time  have 
claimed  more  reverence  from  Thomas  de  Vaux,  than 
would  all  the  splendid  formalities  of  i^  royal  presence- 
chamber,  unless  that  presence-chamber  were  King  Rich- 
ard's own.  Nothing  was,  for  a  time,  heard,  but  the  heavy 
and  regular  breathings  of  the  invalid,  who  seemed  in 
profound  repose.  , 

^*  He  hath  not  slept  for  six  nights  before,"  9aid  Sir 
Kenneth,  **  as  I  am  assured  by  the  youth,  his  attendant." 

^*  Noble  Scot,"  said  Thomas  de  Vaux,  grasping  the 
Scottish  knight's  hand,  with  a  pressure  which  had  more 
of  cordiality  than  he  permitted  his  words  to  utter  ;  "  this 
gear  must  be  amended — Your  esquire  is  but  too  evil  fed 
and  looked  to." 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  speech,  he  naturally  raised  his 
voice  to  its  usual  decided  tone.  The  sick  man  was  di^ 
turbed  in  his  slumbers. 

*'  My  master,"  he  said,  murmuring  as  in  a  dream, 
*'  noble  Sir  Kenneth — taste  not,  to  you  as  to  me,  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Clyde  cold  and  refreshing,  after  the  brackish 
springs  of  Palestine  f " 

**  He  dreams  of  his  native  land,  and  is  happy  in  his 
slumbers,"  whispered  Sir  Kenneth  to  De  Vaux  ;  but  had 
scarce  uttered  the  words,  when  the  physician,  arising  from 
the  place  which  he  had  taken  near  the  couch  of  the  sick, 
and  laying  the  hand  of  tlie  patient,  whose  pulse  he  had 
been  carefully  watching,  quiedy  upon  tlie  couch,  came  to 
tiie  two  knights,  and  taking  tliem  each  by  the  arm,  while 
he  intimated  to  them  to  remain  silent,  led  them  to  the 
front  of  the  hut. 

*'  In  the  name  of  Issa  Ben  Mariam,"  he  said,  *'  whom 
we  honour  as  you,  though  not  with  the  same  blinded  su- 
perstition, disturb  not  tne  effect  of  the  blessed  medicine 
of  which  he  hath  partaken.  To  awaken  him  now,  is 
death  or  deprivation  of  reason ;  but  relauv  ^\.  ^^  V^mk 
wiMa  ibmMuezsin  calls  from  the  minaxel  \o  ev^\i\s\^\!t^l^^ 
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built  and  harsb-fcaturiKl  ranii:  p«sl,  ns  htcN 
the  middle  age  of  IJfe.       Hi»  coudi  i 
soMt  tlian  his  master's,  and  it  wns  plnii 
CouAly  gamienla  of  (h«    Utler,  ttio   I 
ibo  knt^lits  slio^vcd  il»en«vlvea  on  p 
the  oUurr  little  spare  articlrs  of  6ms  aiid  adm 
been  applied  by  Sir  Kenni^ih  to  iU«  acronunail 
his  sick  donicsliC'     In  nn  ontvfnrd  [i:irt  of  tlip  lui 
yn  was  within  tbo  ranac*f  ilie    I. 
boy, rudely  attirrd  wiib  buskins nl  ■ 
or  bunnvt,  and  nilnubli--l,  iibosc  oi.. 
Umtslied,  sat  on  his  knees  hy  a  ti;,i.i.iK-uisi>  um 
cbarcoal,  conking  upon  n  plat^  of  iron  ibe  Mica 
Inr-bread,  which  tvt-re  llieii,  and  sull  are,  a  bvtnB 
With  tbe  Scoiiish  people.      Pari  of  an  aDielopfr  I 
pendod   agaiusl  one  of  ibe   inaiu   props  of  liio  t 
ma  it  dilliculi  to  kmm  how  it  had  been  procnnd 
Tu^  stag  greyhound,  nobler  in  aio  and  app«nu 
those  VVKi  which  t^iinrdfd  King  Richard's  sick-l 
eyeing  ihe  process  of  baking  the  cnkc.       THc  m 
Raimal,  on  their  Rist  entrancr,  nitervd   n  stifled 
wltich   sounded  from  his  deep  chrsi  !■-•■  ili^iani  d 
But  he  CTW  bis  master,  and  ackn.     ' 
by  wagging  bis  tail  and  eouclitn|:  lii.~  : 
taore  tumuhnotis  or  noisy  greiiling,  r. 
had  tnughi  him  llic  propriety  o' 
di  amber. 

■h,  OTt  mt  «  A 
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in  the  mosque,  and,  if  left  undislurbed  until  ihen,  1  pie- 
mise  you,  this  same  Frankisb  soldier  ihtU  be  ftbla,  viiuiMt 


prejudice  to  liis  health,  to  hold  some  brief  c 

you,  OD  any  moiters  on  which  either,  and  especiallj  Ui 

master,  may  have  to  question  him." 

The  ktiighis  feirentcd  before  the  luihorilstiTe  coni' 
mands  of  the  Iccrh,  nho  seemed  fully  to  compiehcid 
the  importance  of  llic  Eastern  proverb,  that  ihe  Bck 
chamber  of  the  patient  is  tlie  kingdom  of  the  plij-sicira. 

They  paused,  and  remained  standing  together  at  ibi 
door  of  the  hut.  Sir  Kennetii,  with  the  air  of  one  wbs 
expected  his  visiter  to  say  farewell — and  De  Vaux,  as  if 
he  had  soniclhing  on  his  mind  which  prevented  him 
from  doing  so.  The  hound,  however,  had  pressed  oM 
of  the  tent  after  them,  and  now  thrust  his  long  rough  coua- 
lenance  into  the  hand  of  his  master,  as  if  modestly  soEe* 
iling  sonic  mark  of  his  kindness.  He  had  no  sooner 
received  the  notice  which  he  desired,  in  the  shape  of  a 
kmd  word  and  slight  carets,  tliaii,  eager  to  acknowledge 
his  graliiucic,  r.nd  joy  for  his  master's  rtlurn,  he  flew  off 
at  full  speed,  gullcpiug  in  full  career,  and  with  outslretcb- 
cd  tail,  here  und  there,  about  and  around,  cross-ways  and 
endlong,  through  the  decayed  huts,  and  the  esplanade  «■ 
have  described,  hut  neicr  transgressing  those  pretincli 
which  his  sag4:{.-!ty  knew  were  protected  by  hia  master*! 
pennon.  After  a  few  gambols  of  this  kind,  the  dog,  com- 
ing close  up  (o  his  nuister,  luid  at  once  aside  his  froUcsome 
mood,  relap.sed  iiilo  his  usual  gravity  and  slowness  of 
gosiurc  and  deportment,  and  looked  as  if  he  were  ashan^ 
ed  that  any  thing  should  have  moved  him  to  depart  so  far 
out  of  his  suber  self-control. 

Both  knights  looked  on  with  pleasure  ;  for  Sir  Ken- 
neth WHS  jui^tly  proud  of  his  noble  hound,  and  llie  nortb- 
eiii  English  baron  woa  of  course  an  admirer  of  the  chase, 
mid  a  jndi^c  of  the  unimai's  merits. 

"  A  right  jihlc  dog,"  he  said  ;'"  I  iliink,  fair  sir.  King 
Richard  hath  not  an  a!an  wliich  may  match  him,  if  be  be 
OS  stanch  as  he  la  sw'A.  fi\i^  V,\  wns  ^to."j  ^qu — speafc- 
iuS  i"  a"  honour  amV  VvwAw;**— ^>5W«  ■^•aw.  ■«    " 
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IMrockmalioii,  that  no  one,  under  the  rank  of  earl,  diaB 
keep  bunting  dogs  within  King  Richard's  camp,  without 
the  rojral  license,  which,  I  thmk,  Sir  Kenneth,  hatli  not 
been  issued  to  you  f — I  speak  as  Master  of  the  Horse." 

**  And  I  answer  as  a  free  Scottish  knight,"  said  KexH 
netfa,  sternly.  ^  For  the  present  I  follow  the  banner  of 
England,  but  I  cannot  remember  that  I  have  ever  sub- 
jecied  myself  to  the  forest-laws  of  that  kingdom,  nor 
have  1  such  respect  for  them  as  would  incline  me  to  do 
so.  When  the  trumpet  sounds  to  anns,  nay  foot  b  in  the 
stirrup  as  soon  as  any— when  it  clangs  for  the  charge,  my 
lance  has  not  yet  been  the  last  laid  in  the  rest.  But  ior 
ny  hours  of  liberty  or  of  idleness,  King  Richard  has  no 
tide  to  bar  my  recreation." 

^  Nevertheless,"  said  De  Vaux,  "  it  is  a  folly  to  dhn 
obey  the  King's  ordinance — so,  with  your  good  leave, 
I,  as  having  autliority  in  that  matter,  will  send  you  a  pro- 
tecaon  for  my  friend  here." 

**  1  thank  you,"  said  the  Scot,  coldly  ;  **  but  be  knows 
nay  allotted  quarters,  and  within  these  1  can  protect  him 
myself. — And  yet,"  he  said,  suddenly  changing  his  man* 
Bar,  ^  this  is  but  a  cold  return  for  a  well-meant  kind- 
nans.  I  thank  you,  my  k)rd,  most  heartily.  The  King'i 
nquerries,  or  prickers,  might  find  Roswal  at  disadvan* 
^e,  and  do  him  some  injury,  which  I  should  not,  perhaps^ 
be  alow  in  returning,  and  so  ill  might  come  of  it.  You 
have  seen  so  much  of  my  house-keeping,  my  lord,"  he 
added  with  a  smile,  *^  that  I  need  not  shame  to  say  that 
Roswal  is  our  principal  purveyor ;  and  well  I  hope  our 
Ijion  Richard  will  not  be  like  the  lion  in  the  minstrel  fable, 
that  went  a-hunting,  and  kept  the  whole  booty  to  himself. 
I  cannot  think  he  would  grudge  a  poor  gentleman,  who 
follows  him  faithfully,  his  hour  of  sport,  and  his  morsel  of 
game,  more  especially  when  other  food  is  hard  enough 
to  come  by." 

'*  By  my  faith,  you  doHhe  King  no  more  than  justice 
•^^nd  yet,"  said  the  baron,  ^*  there  is  something  in  these 
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words,  veci  and  venisoii)  Utat  turns  lb«  rorj  brsins  offl^ 
Norman  |nin«;es."  > 

"  Wf  li:ivc  heard  of  laie."  said  tlie  Scot,  "  by  miniU^ 
aiiiJ  jiil^i'mis,  liinl  your  oiiilutvi'd  }-i-«i»i-n  have  foniMd 
great  bande  in  lite  sliires  of  Vork  and  Nolunghnm,  tmnu 
U  their  tiend  a  nioxi  stout  arcliur,  railed  Kutun  Hao4 
'  witli  his  liL-iiteiiaiii,  Liide  Joliu.  MetliinJts  tt  were  liMlig 
tlinl  Itichnrd  lehxod  hts  foresi-(:ode  in  KngUnd, 
endeavoured  to  enforce  il  In  llie  Huly  Land." 

'"  Wild  work.  Sir  Kutiiiotli,"  replied  DcVaux,»bi 
ging  hi»  shoulders,  as  one  wlto  would  avoid  a  perilous 
unpleasing  topic — "  a  mad  world,  sir. — I  must  now ' 
you  adiru,  having  presendyto  ri-'tum  to  the  King's  ptt 
ion.  At  vespers,  1  wilt  again,  with  your  leave,  risit 
ijuarters,  and  speak  with  this  snmv  inlidel  physiciu 
'  would,  in  the  meantime,  vrerc  it  no  ofil-nce,  williogljr 
you  what  vrould  somewhat  mend  jour  chorr." 

"  I  diank  you,  sir,"  snid  Sir  Keiiiielh,  "  but  it 
not ;  Roswal  hnlh  alrendy  stocked  n)y   larder  fin 
weeks,  since  die  sun  of  Pnlestlne,  if  it  brings   ~ 
serves  also  to  dry  venison," 
■  The  two  warriors  parted  mucli  better  friends  lb 
d  met }  but  ero  tlicy  scparnied,  Thomas  de  Vans  < 
i  bhnacir  at  moro  Icngili  of  die  circumstuncvs  at 
■""llie  mission  of  the  Kastcrn  phy.'ician,  and  recuir<rd 
tlic  Scottish  knight  die  credentials  which  be  bad  brou^ 
tu  King  Kichard  oo  die  part  of  Soladin. 
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{la  is  a  sltanse  i«\e,  ?i«  '\\\wvi»«,^'*  nid  the  « 
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Banm  vS  Giliilnnd  ;  "  art  thou  sure  diis  Scnttisli  mon  is 
a  (all  man  anil  true  ?" 

*'  I  cDnnnt  soy,  my  tord,"  replied  the  jealo'is  Borderer, 
"  I  live  a  litde  too  near  llie  Scots  Ki  ^atlior  muoii  truth 
•mong  ihcm,  having  found  dtem  ever  fair  and  liiUe.  Uiit 
this  man's  bearing  is  that  of  a  true  man,  wvrc  he  a  devil 
u  n-ell  as  a  Scut — thai  1  must  needs  say  for  liim  in  con- 
icieuce.*' 

"  And  for  his  rarriage  as  a  kniglit,  how  ssfsl  then,  De 
Vaux  f"  demanded  the  King. 

"  It  is  your  Majesty's  business  more  ihan  mine  to  note 
men's  bearings ;  and  1  n-arrant  you  liave  noted  the  iimnner 
in  which  this  man  of  the  i.c.o|)ard  liatfi  borne  liiiuself. 
He  hath  been  full  well  spoken  of." 

"  And  justly,  Thomas,"  said  the  King.  "We  liavo 
ourselves  witnessed  him.  It  is  indeed  our  purpose  in 
placing  ourselves  e\'cr  in  the  front  of  battle,  to  see  liow 
our  liegemen  and  followers  actjuit  themselves,  nnd  not 
from  B  desire  to  nccnmnlHtc  vain  glory  to  ourselves,  as 
lome  hare  supposed.  Wc  know  the  vanity  of  the  praise 
of  man,  whicli  is  but  a  vapnnr,  and  buckle  on  our  nrniour 
lor  other  purposes*  than  to  win  il." 

De  Vaux  was  alarmed  when  he  heard  llic  King  make 
■  declaration  so  inconsistent  with  his  nature,  and  believed 
■t  first  that  nothing  short  of  the  approacli  of  death  could 
have  brought  him  to  spenk  in  depreciating  terms  of  mil- 
itary' renown,  which  was  the  very  breath  of  his  nostrils. 
But  recollerting  he  had  met  the  roynl  confessor  in  the 
utitcr  pavilion,  he  was  shrewd  enough  to  place  this  tem- 
porary self-abase  inent  lo  the  eflecJ  of  the  reverend  man's 
K'sson,  and  siiffiTed  the  King  to  proceed  without  reply. 

"Yos,"  continued  Kichard,  "  I  have  indeed  marked 
the  manner  in  wJiich  this  kiii;;lit  tlocs  his  devoir.  My 
Icndin^-stafT  we  e  not  worlli  a  ftMil's  bauble,  had  ho 
escaped  my  notice — and  he  Imd  rrc  now  trtsted  of  our 
bounty,  but  that  I  have  Meo  marked  his  overweening  and 
andnrinus  prpsmiiplion." 

"My  licpc,"  M(rf  the  Bamn  orGilsWu\,o\iwWw\^,'^» 
Kirig'a  ciMurvnance  change,   "  I  I'cuv  \  \iavc  \t-Av\v^'('-~iiK*^^ 
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your  pleasure  in  lending  some  oountenuce  to  bis 

gression.^* 

**  How,  De  Million,  thou  ?"  said  the  King,  cootiict- 
ing  his  brows,  and  speaking  in  a  tone  of  angiy  surprisei 
— ^'  Thou  countenance  liis  insolence  !— It  cannot  be." 

**  Nay,  your  Majesty  will  pardon  me  to  remind  yon, 
tliat  I  have  by  mine  office  right  to  grant  liberty  to  mea 
of  gentle  blood,  to  keep  them  a  hound  or  two  witUa 
camp,  just  to  clierish  the  noble  art  of  venerie  ;  and  be- 
sides, it  were  a  sin  to  have  maimed  or  harmed  a  thing  lo 
noble  as  this  gentleman's  dog." 

"  Has  he  then  a  dog  so  handsome  ?"  said  the  King. 

<*  A  most  perfect  creature  of  Heaven,"  said  the  baraa, 

who  was  an  enthusiast  in  field-sporls — **  of  the  nobkil 

Northern  breed — deep  in  tlie  chest,  strong  in  the  stem, 

black  colour,  and  brindled  on  tlie  breast,  and  legs,  aoC 

spotted  with  wiiitc,  hut  just  shaded  into  grey— ^strengph 

to  pull  down  a  bull — swiftness  to  cote  an  antelope.** 

The  King  laughed  at  his  enthusiasm.  '*  Weil,  tboa 
hast  given  him  leave  to  keep  the  liound,  so  there  is  as 
end  of  it.  Be  not,  however,  liberal  of  your  licensei 
among  those  knights  adventurers,  who  have  no  prince  or 

leader  to  depend  upon they    are    ungovernable,    and 

leave  no  game  in  Palestine.— -But  to  this  piece  of  leara* 
cd  heathenesse — sayst  thou  tlie  Scot  met  him  in  the 
desert  ?" 

"  No,  my  liege,  the  Scot's  tale  runs  thus  : — He 
despatched  to  the  old  hermit  of  Engaddi,  of  whom 
talk  so  mucli — " 

'*  'Sdeath  and  hell !"  said  Richard, starting  up.  "By 
whom  despatched,  and  for  what  ?  Who  dared  send  anj 
one  thither,  when  our  Queen  was  in  the  Convent  of 
Engaddi,  upon  her  pilgrimage  for  our  recovery  ?" 

"  The  Council  of  the  Crusade  sent  him,  my  lord," 
answered  the  Baron  de  Vaux ;  ''  for  what  purpose,  he 
declined  to  account  to  me.  1  tliink  it  is  scarce  known  ia 
the  camp  tliat  your  royal  consort  is  on  a  pilgrimage— and 
even  the  princes  \\\a^  ivox.  Vx^s^n^  bieeu  awarcj  as  the  Quoei 
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has  been  sequestered  from  company  <^ince  your  love  pro- 
hibited licr  attendance  in  case  of  infection." 

"  Well,  it  shall  be  looked  into,"  said  Richard.— ^<  So 
tbis  Scottish  man,  this  envoy,  met  with  a  wandering  phy- 
sician at  the  grotto  of  Engaddi — ha  ?" 

"  Not  so,  my  liege,"  replied  De  Vaux  ;  "  but  he  met,  I 
tliink,  near  that  place,  witli  a  Saracen  Emir,  with  whom  he 
hud  some  melee  in  the  way  of  proof  of  valour,  and  finding 
bim  worthy  to  bear  brave  men  company,  they  went  togeth- 
er, as  errant  knights  are  wont,  to  the  grotto  of  Engaddi." 
Here  De  Vaux  stopped,  for  he  was  uot  one  of  those 
who  can  tell  a  long  story  in  a  sentence. 

'*  And  did  they  there  meet  the  physician  .^"  demanded 
the  King,  impatiently. 

**  No,  my  liege,"  replied  De  Vaux  ;  "  but  the  Saracen, 
learning  your  Majesty's  grievous  illness,  undertook  tliat 
Salad  in  should  send  his  oWn  piiysician  to  you,  and  with 
many  assurances  of  his  eminent  skill ;  and  he  came  to 
the  grotto  accordingly,  after  tiie  Scottish  knight  had  tar- 
ried a  day  for  him  and  more.  He  ia  attended  as  if  be 
were  a  prince,  with  drums  and  atabals,  and  servants  on 
horse  and  foot,  and  brings  with  bim  letters  of  credence 
from  Saladin." 

''  Have  they  been  examined  by  Giacomo  Loredani  ?" 
**  I  showed  them  to  the  interpreter  ere  bringing  theni 
hither,  and  behold  their  contciits  in  English." 

Richard  took  a  scroll,  in  which  were  inscribed  tliese 
words : — "  The  blessing  of  Allah  and  his  Prophet  Ma- 
liommcd,"  (Out  upon  the  hound  !  said  Richard,  spitting 
in  contempt,  by  way  of  interjection,)  "  Saladin,  king  o( 
kings,  Soldan  of  Egypt  and  of  Syria,  the  light  and  re- 
fuge of  the  earth,  to  the  great  Melech  Ric,  Richard  of 
England,  greeting.  Whereas,  we  have  been  informed 
that  the  hand  of  sickness  hath  been  heavy  upon  thee, 
our  royal  brother,  and  that  thou  hast  with  thee  only  such 
Nazarene  and  Jewish  mediciners,  as  work  without  the 
blessing  of  Allah  and  our  holy  Prophet,"  (Confusion  on 
his  bead  !   again  muttered  the  £ngVish  mow^icVv^  ^^ 
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have  thcrerore  sen:  to  t«iid  and  wait  upon  Aem 
time,  the  |)h}-s)cian  to  our  own  penon,  Adonbcc  el  Ij 
before  whose  face  the  angel  AiraeP  ipmKli  hii  wian 
and  depiria  from  tfae  lick  chamber ;  wlw  tiiiiwi  tta 
Tiitues  of  herbs  aad  stooes,  the  path  at  tfae  nm,  aam, 
and  stars,  and  can  save  man  from  all  Ibat  if  DM  mttm 
ea  his  forehead.  And  tbis  we  do,  prajrii^  joo  baaililjr 
lo  honour  and  make  use  of  his  skill ;  not  my  tfaal  n 
HMf  do  service  to  thy  worth  and  valoor,  iriiinh  ■  iha 
dory  of  all  the  naiioiu  of  FrangisUD,  but  that  w«  m^ 
bring  the  coDtroveray  which  is  al  preseat  betwneo  ih 
to  an  end,  either  by  honourable  agreemeot,  or  bf  o^ 
trial  thereof  with  our  weapons,  in  a  frir  field ;  wci^ 
that  it  neither  becomes  thy  place  aod  ixMirage,  to  die  tM 
death  of  a  slave  who  hath  been  overwrought  hj  biaMiL- 
masicr,  nor  befits  it  our  fame  tliot  a  brave  adreraaiy  bi 
snatched   from  our  weapon  by  such  a  disease.     Aid 

therefore,  may  the  holy " 

**  Hold,  hold,"  said  Richard,  "  I  will  have  no  mora  of 
his  d<^  of  a  Prophet !  It  makes  me  sick  to  think  the 
valiant  and  worthy  Soldan  should  believe  in  a  dead  dag. 
—Yes,  1  will  see  his  physician.  1  will  put  mjsdf  laM 
the  charge  of  this  Hakim — 1  will  repay  the  DoUa  Sokfai 
bis  generosity — ^I  mil  meet  Saladin  in  the  field,  atheB 
worthily  proposes,  and  he  shall  have  no  cause  to  !«■ 
Ricliard  of  England  ungrateful.  1  will  strike  htm  to  the 
earth  with  my  batde-axc — 1  will  convert  him  to  Ua^ 
Church  will]  such  blows  as  lie  has  rarely  endured— nt 
sball  recant  tiis  errors  before  my  good  cross-bandM 
sword,  and  1  will  have  hiin  baptiaed  in  the  battle-fieU, 
from  my  own  helmet,  though  the  clcanaiog  waters  wan 
mixed  with  the  blood  of  us  both.  Haste,  De  Vai^ 
why  doat  thou  delay  a  conclusion  so  pleasing  ?  (eUk 
tfae  Hakim  hither." 

*'My  lord,"  said  the  baron,  who  perhaps  saw  aooia 
accession  of  fever  in  this  overflow  of  confidenc:e,— "  be> 
think  you,  the  Soldan  is  a  pagan,  and  that  yoa  an  Hi 
most  formidable  enemif ^" 
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^-  For  which  reason  he  is  the  more  bound  to  do  me 
^errice  in  this  matter,  lest  a  paltry  fever  end  the  quar- 
rel betwixt  two  such  kings.  I  tell  thee,  he  loves  me 
•8  I  love  him — as  noble  adversaries  ever  love  each  other 
my  honour,  it  were  sin  to  doubt  his  good  faitlu" 

^  Nevertheless,  my  lord,  it  were  well  to  wait  the  issue 
of  these  medicines  upon  the  Scottish  squire,**  said  the 
Lord  of  Gilsland ;  **  my  own  life  depends  on  it,  for  wor- 
thy were  I  to  die  like  a  dog,  did  I  proceed  rashly  in  this 
natter,  and  make  shipwreck  of  the  weal  of  Christendom." 

**  I  never  knew  thee  before  hesitate  for  fear  of  life," 
said  Richard,  upbraidingly. 

^  Nor  would  I  now,  my  liege,"  replied  the  stout-heart* 
ed  baron,  **  save  that  yours  lies  at  pledge  as  well  as  my 
own." 

'*  Well,  thou  suspksKMis  mortal,"  answered  Richard, 
**  begone  then,  and  watch  the  progress  of  this  remedy. 
I  could  almost  wish  it  might  either  cure  or  kill  me,  for  I 
am  weary  of  lying  here  like  an  ox  dying  of  the  murrain, 
when  tambours  are  beating,  horses  stamping,  and  trumpets 
WMindii^  without." 

The  baron  hastily  departed,  resolved,  however,  to  com- 
municate his  errand  to  some  churchman,  as  he  felt  some- 
thing burdened  in  conscience  at  the  idea  of  his  master 
attended  by  an  unbeliever. 

The  Archbishop  of  Tyre  was  the  first  to  whom  he  con- 
fided his  doubts,  knowing  his  interest  with  his  master, 
Richard,  who  both  loved  and  honoured  that  sagacious 
prelate.  The  bishop  heard  the  doubts  which  De  Vaux 
stated,  with  that  acuteness  of  intelligence  which  distin- 
guishes the  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  The  religious 
scruples  of  De  Vaux,  he  treated  with  as  much  lightness 
«s  propriety  permitted  him  to  exhibit  on  such  a  subject  to 
a  layman. 

**  Mediciners,"  he  said,  "  like  the  medicines  which 
tbey  employed,  were,  often  useful,  diough  the  one  were 
by  birth  or  manners  the  vilest  of  humanity,  as  the  otheca 
are,  in  many  cuses,  extracted  from  l\\e  W^e^V  v^^v^TVdS.^. 
3Ien  aajr  use  the  assistance  of  pagans  ai\A  \fi?v^^\'i^'*  ^^ 
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continued,  "  in  their  need,  and  there  is  reason  to  think, 
that  one  cause  of  their  being  permitted  to  remain  on  ea'nh, 
iS|  that  they  might  minister  to  the  conveDience  of  true 
Christians — thus,  ive  lawfully  make  slaves  of  healbeo 
captives. — Again,*'  proceeded  the  prelate,  **  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  primitive  Christians  used  the  services  of 
the  unconverted  heathen — thus,  in  tlie  ship  of  Alexandria, 
in  which  the  blessed  Apostle  Paul  sailed  to  Italy,  the  sai- 
lors were  doubtless  pagans,  yet  what  said  the  holy  saint 
when  their  ministry  was  needful — '  Aut  ht  in  nari 
manserintj  vos  sahi  fieri  non  potestU^ — *  Unless  ihc^ 
men  abide  in  the  ship,  ye  cannot  be  saved.' — ^Agaiiii 
Jews  are  hifidels  to  Christianity,  as  well  as  Mahommc- 
dans.  But  dierc  are  few  physicians  in  tlie  camp  exccpl- 
ing  Jews,  and  such  nre  employed  wiihout  scandrJ  or  scru- 
ple. Therefore,  Mahommedans  may  be  used  for  their 
service  in  that  capacity— 4^uoe/  crat  demonstrandum.^* 

This  reasoning  entirely  removed  tlie  scruples  of  Thom- 
as de  Vaux,  who  was  particularly  moved  by  the  Latio 
quotation,  as  he  did  not  understand  a  word  of  h. 

But  the  bishop  proceeded  with  far  less  fluency,  \sbien 
he  considered  the  i)ossibility  of  tlie  Saracen's  acting  ^ith 
bad  faith ;  and  here  he  came  not  to  a  speedy  decision. 
The  baron  showed  him  the  letters  of  credence.  He  read 
and  re-read  them,  and  compared  the  original  with  the 
translation. 

"  It  is  a  dish  chcicely  cooked,"  he  said,  ^'  to  tlie  pal- 
ate of  King  Richard,  and  I  cannot  but  have  my  suspic- 
ions of  the  wily  Saracen.  They  are  curious  in  the  art 
of  poisons,  and  can  so  temper  them  that  they  shall  be 
weeks  in  acting  upon  the  party,  during  which  time  the 
perpetrator  has  leisure  to  escape.  They  can  impregnate 
cloth  and  leather,  nay,  even  paper  and  parchment,  with 
the  most  subtle  venom — Our  Ladv  forcive  me  ! — ^And 
wherefore  knowing  this,  hold  I  these  letters  of  credence 
so  close  to  my  face  ! — ^Take  them.  Sir  Tliomas,  take 
them  speedily." 

Here  he  save  ihcm  at  arm's-lencith,  and  with  some 
ajf^pcarancc  of  haslcslo  v\\e  Vw^iw.    ''^  Vk>A.  ^^\ssj&^  t&^ 
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Lord  de  Vaux,**  he  continued,  **  wend  we  to  the  tent  of 
this  sick  squire,  where  we  shall  learn  whether  this  Hakim 
bath  really  the  art  of  curing  which  he  professeth,  ere  we 
consider  whether  there  be  safety  in  permitting  him  to 
exercise  his  art  upon  King  Richard. — Yet  hold  I  let  me 
first  take  my  pouncet-box,  for  these  fevers  spread  like 
an  infection.  I  would  advise  you  to  use  dried  rosemary 
steeped  in  vinegar,  my  lord.  I,  too,  know  sometliing  of 
the  healing  art." 

*'  I  thank  your  reverend  lordship,"  replied  Thomas 
of  Gilsland  ;  **  but  had  I  been  accessible  to  the  fever,  I 
had  caught  it  long  since  by  the  bed  of  my  master." 

The  Bishop  of  Tyre  blushed,  for  he  had  rather  avoid"* 
ed  the  presence  of  the  sick  monarch ;  and  he  bid  the  baron 
lead  on. 

As  they  paused  before  the  wretched  hut  in  which  Ken- 
neth of  the  Leopard  and  his  follower  abode,  the  bishop 
Said  to  De  Vaux,  "  Now,  of  a  surety,  my  lord,  these  Scot- 
tish knights  have  worse  care  of  their  followers  than  we 
of  our  dogs.  Here  is  a  knight,  valiant  they  say  in  battle, 
ftnd  thought  fitting  to  be  graced  with  charges  of  weight 
in  time  of  truce,  whose  esquire  of  the  body  is  lodged  worse 
dbsn  in  the  worst  dog-kenncl  in  England.  What  say  you 
of  your  neighbours  ?" 

**  That  a  master  doth  well  enough  for  his  servant,  when 
he  lodgeth  him  in  no  worse  dwelling  than  his  own,"  said 
De  Vaux,  and  entered  the  hut. 

The  bishop  followed,  not  without  evident  reluctance  ; 
for  though  he  lacked  not  courage  in  some  respects,  yet  it 
ivas  tempered  with  a  strong  and  lively  regard  for  his  own 
safety.  He  recollected,  however,  the  necessity  there  was 
Ibr  judging  personally  of  the  skill  of  the  Arabian  physician, 
end  entered  the  hut  with  a  stateliness  of  manner,  calculate 
ed,  as  he  thought,  to  impose  respect  on  the  stranger. 

The  prelate  was,  indeed,  a  striking  and  commanding 
6gure»     In  his  youth  he  had  been  eminently  handsome, 
and  even  in  age,  was  unwilling  to  appear  less  so.     His 
episcopal  dress  was  of  tlic  richest  fashion,  Vtwciuv^^  "wv^ 
co3i/jr  fur,  and  surrounded  by  a  coj>e  o(  cunou^  w«i«.^^ft!*' 
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%TOrk.  The  lings  on  his  (iiisera  were  worth  i  gooAj 
barony,  and  the  hood  wliich  lie  wore,  ihough  now  tinclaf]^ 
ed  and  llirown  back  for  iicot,  IiliiI  studs  of  pure  gold  to 
fasten  it  around  liis  throat  and  under  his  chia  when  be 
so  inctined.  Hi^  long  bcnrd,  now  silvered  viih  age,  de- 
flcended  over  his  breast.  One  of  two  youtliful  acolries 
irlm  attended  him,  created  an  ortilicial  shade,  peculiar 
then  to  the  t-asi,  by  bearing  over  Iiis  head  an  umbrella  of 
palmetto  Icni-cs,  while  the  other  refreshed  his  reverend 
master  by  aeihaim^  a  fan  of  peacock -feat  hers. 

When  theUisl'op  of  Tyre  entered  liie  hut  of  theSccl- 
lisli  knia:iit,  the  master  was  ahscnt ;  and  the  Moorifb 
[tbysician,  whom  he  had  come  to  see,  satin  the  very  pos- 
ture in  which  Da  Vuiix  had  left  liim  several  hours  bcfoir, 
cross-leijod,  upon  a  mat  made  of  twisted  lenvts,  by  die 
side  of  tlic  patient,  who  ap|icared  >a  deep  shiuibcr,  nrd 
whose  piilfc  he  felt  from  time  to  time.  The  bifliop  re- 
mained stniuliii;^  before  Iilni  in  silence,  for  two  or  three 
minutes,  as  if  cxjii'ctinc;  some  lionoiiralilc  salitiation,  or  at 
least  Uial  ibe  Siinicen  n-ould  seem  struck  with  (lie  dignii; 
of  bis Tippearancc.  lltit  Adonlioc  el  Hakim  took  no  do- 
lice  of  him  bejond  a  psssiii^  f;Iance,  anti  when  ihe  [Wfr 
late  at  length  sainted  him  in  the  lingua  franca  current  in  it* 
rounlry,  lu-  only  replied  hy  the  ordinniy  Oricutul  greeting, 
"Salam  alicum — j)ence  be  with  yc*." 

"  .\rt  thou  3  physician,  iiifidvl  ?"  saiu  llic  bi!^1lOp,  scnit- 
what  ni^iriilkd  at  this  cold  reception.  *'  1  would  speak 
with  tliee  on  that  art." 

"If  thou  kncHCiJl  nnjht  of  medicine,"  answered  El 
Hakim,  "ihon  wnuld'st  he  aware,  dint  physicinns  bald 
no  cnnn^c]  or  dihate  in  the  Mck  chamber  of  tlioir  ]<a(icfU. 
Hear,"  Uc  added,  as  the  low  growling  of  the  stag-liouml 
vns  heard  from  the  inner  Iiitt,  "  even  the  dc^  niight  leach 
tliee  reason,  L'it^niil.  His  instinct  leaches:  him  to  sii])- 
press  his  harking  in  the  sick  man's  liearin;;.— Coii» 
without  it'.e  tent,"  said  ho,  rising  and  Icaduig  the  wayi 
"  if  tliou  bast  audit  to  say  widi  nic." 

NolwitliRtaiwWnc.  v\\e  ^Xw-wftiMa  -^  *m  Swacen  leech's 
rircsH,  nntl  \iis  \\\fev\on\v  rf  &vj.>i,v.\»MnyM!«wBoc^-^^'^w. 
(all  prelate  am\  g,5,aivUctxvA^\^  \^««^,*«-^^'»^^iw- 


TUB  TALtlHAir.  iVt 

tiling  striking  in  liis  manner  and  couotenancc,  wliicb  pre* 
venlcd  tlio  Uisliop  of  Tyre  from  expressing  strongly,  tho 
displeastiro  lie  felt  at  this  unceremonious  rebuke.  Wlieo 
wiiliout  tlie  liut,  lie'guzcd  upon  Adonbec  in  silence,  for 
several  minutes,  before '  he  could  fix  on  die  best  manner 
to  renew  tUo  conversation.  No  locks  were  seen  under 
llic  Iilgh  bonnet  of  tlie  Arabian,  which  hid  also  pail 
of  a  brow  which  seemed  lofiy  and  expanded,  smooth,  and 
free  from  ivrinklcs,  as  were  his  cheeks,  where  they  wera 
seen  under  the  sliade  uf  his  long  beard.  We  have  else- 
where noiitred  ihc  piercing  i^iiulity  of  his  dark  eyes. 

Tlie  prelate,  struck  with  his  apparent  youth,  at  length 
broke  a  pause,  which  the  other  seemed  in  no  baste  to 
interrupt,  by  demanding  of  the  Arabian  how  old  he  wasl 

"  The  years  of  ordinary  men,"  said  the  Saracen, 
"  are  counted  by  tlicir  wrinkles,  those  of  sages  by  their 
studies.  I  dare  not  call  niystlf  older  than  an  hundred 
revolutions  of  the  Hegira."* 

The  Uaron  of  Gilsland,  who  took  lliis  for  a  literal  as* 
scrtion,  diat  he  was  a  century  old,  looked  doubtfully  upon 
tlic  prelate,  ivlio,  tliougli  he  better  understood  the  lueao- 
iiig  nf  Kl  llakim,  answered  his  glance  by  mysteriously 
■baking  bis  head.  He  rcstimcil  on  air  of  importance, 
wlmn  be  again  auihuritativcly  demanded,  what  evidence 
Adonbec  could  produce  of  his  medical  proficiency. 

"  Ye  have  die  word  of  the  mighty  Saladin,"  said  the 
sa;;c,  touching  his  cap  m  sign  of  reverence  ;  "  a  word 
which  was  never  broken  towards  friend  or  foe — what, 
Naxarene,  would'st  thou  demand  more .''" 

"  1  would  have  ocular  proof  of  tliy  skill,'*  said  the 
buruii,  "  and  without  it  thou  approuclicst  not  to  the  couch 
of  Kiri^  Itit'liard." 

"  Tlie  praise  of  the  physician,"  said  the  Arabian,  "  is 
in  the  pjcovory  of  his  paliciil.  Itchold  Ibis  sei^eant, 
uhosft  bliKid  bus  been  cirii-d  up  by  tlie  fever  which  has 
whitened  your  camp  with  skeletons,  and  against  which  the 
nrt  of  your   Nazarene  leeches  bath  been  like  ^mUl«& 

'  HI  ■iii«Hy,  itiAi  iii  iilUiiuacaU  were  tJioM  whicti  miglil^axeVwim  "•^"'" 
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doablet  against  a  lance  of  steel.  Look  at  his  fingers  and 
arms,  wasted  like  the  claws  and  shanks  of  the  crane. 
Death  had  this  morning  his  clutch  on  him  ;  hut  had  Ai- 
rael  been  on  one  side  of  the  couch,  Theing  on  the  other, 
his  soul  should  not  have  been  reft  from  his  body.  Disavb 
me  not  with  farther  questions,  but  await  the  critical  minnlci 
and  behold  in  silent  wonder  the  manrelk>us  event." 

The  physician  had  then  recQurse  to  his  astrohbe,  tha 
oracle  of  eastern  science,  and  watching  with  grave  pre- 
cision until  the  precise  time  of  the  evening  prayer  had 
I  rrived,  he  sunk  on  his  knees,  with  his  face  turned  to 
Mecca,  and  recited  tlie  petitions  which  close  the  Mosie- 
mah's  day  of  toil.  The  bishop  and  the  English  baroa 
looked  on  each  other,  meanwhile,  with  symptoms  of  co^ 
tempt  and  indignation,  but  ncitlier  judged  it  fit  to  inter- 
rupt El  Hakim  in  his  devotions,  unholy  as  they  considered 
them  to  be. 

The  Arab  arose  from  the  earth,  on  which  he  had  pros- 
trated himself,  and  walking  into  the  but  where  the  patient 
lay  extended  he  drew  a  sponge  from  a  small  silver  boi, 
dipt  perhaps  in  some  aromatic  distillation  ;  for  when  bi 
put  it  to  the  sleeper's  nose,  he  sneezed,  awoke,  and  look- 
ed wildly  around.  He  was  a  ghastly  spectacle,  as  he  ait 
up  almost  naked  on  his  couch,  the  bones  and  cartilagM 
as  visible  through  the  surface  of  his  skin,  as  if  they  hd 
never  been  clothod  with  flesh ;  his  face  was  long,  and  fu^ 
rowed  with  wrinkles,  but  his  eye,  though  it  wandered  U 
first,  became  gradually  more  settled.  He  seemed  to  be 
aware  of  the  presence  of  his  dignified  visiters,  lor  be 
attempted  feebly  to  pull  the  covering  from  his  head,  m 
token  of  reverence,  as  be  inquired,  in  a  subdued  and  sub- 
missive voice  for  his  master. 

*'  Do  you  know  us,  vassal  ?"  said  tlie  Lord  of  Gilsland. 

"  Not  perfectly,  my  lord,"  replied  the  squire,  fainllf. 
*'  My  sleep  has  been  long  and  full  of  dreams.  Yet  I 
know  tliat  you  are  a  great  English  lord,  as  seemeih  by  the 
red-cross,  and  this  a  holy  prelate,  whose  blessing  1  cnif 
on  me  a  poor  siunex.''^ 
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^*  Thou  hnst  it^-Bcnedietio  Domini  $ii  voUicumf^ 
8aid  the  prehte,  mnking  the  sign  of  the  cross,  but  without 
approaching  nearer  to  the  patient's  bed. 

"  Yonr  eyes  witness,"  said  tl»c  Arabian,  "the  fcrer 
hath  been  subdued — lie  speaks  with  calmness  and  recol- 
lection— his  pulse  beats  composedly  as  yours^— try  its 
pii!sations  yourself." 

The  prclntc  declined  tlie  experiment  ;  but  Thomas  of 
Gilshmd,  more  determined  on  making  the  trial,  did 
so,  and  satisfied  himself  tlmt  the  ferer  was  indeed 
gone. 

*'  This  is  most  wonderful,"  said  the  knight,  looking 
Wn  the  bishop ;  "  the  man  is  assuredly  cured.  I  must 
conduct  this  aiedicincr  presently  to  King  Richard's  tent 
—What  thinks  your  reverence  ?" 

**'  Stay,  let  me  finish  one  cure  ere  I  commence  another,** 
said  the  Arab  ;  *'  I  will  pass  witli  you  when  I  have  given 
my  patient  the  second  cup  of  this  most  holy  elixir." 

So  saying  he  pulled  out  a  silver  cup,  and  filling  it  with 
water  from  a  gourd  which  stood  by  the  bedside,  he  nest 
drew  forth  a  small  silken  bag  made  of  network,  twisted 
with  s;ilver,  the  contents  of  which  the  by-standcrs  couM 
not  discover,  and  immersing  it  in  the  cup,  continued  to 
watch  it  in  silence  during  die  space  of  five  minutes.  It 
seemed  to  the  spectators  as  if  some  efiervescence  took 
|ilace  during  the  operation,  but  if  so  it  instantly  subsided. 

^  Drink,"  said  the  physician  to  the  sick  man — ^*  sleep, 
and  awaken  free  from  malady." 

**  And  with  this  simple*seeming  draught,  thou  wilt  un- 
dertake to  cure  a  monarch  ?"  said  the  Bishop  of  Tyre. 

*'  I  have  cured  a  beggar,  as  you  may  behold,"  replied 
the  saee.  ^^  Are  the  Kings  of  Frangistan  made  of  other 
clay  than  the  meanest  of  their  subjects  ?" 

**  Let  us  have  him  presently  to  the  King,"  said  the 
Baron  of  Gilsland.  "  He  hath  shown  that  he  possesses 
tlie  secret  which  may  restore  bis  health.  If  he  bib  to 
exercise  it,  I  will  put  himself  past  the  power  of  med'whwL*** 

10      VOL.  Jl. 
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As  the)'  were  about  to  leave  the  hut,  the  nek  nm,  i^ 

iDg  hii  voice  ns  much  as  his  weakneaa  pennilled,  exrhw 
ed,  "  Reverend  father,  noble  knight,  and  yoo,  kind  leech, 
if  you  would  have  mc  sleep  and  recover,  tell  mo  in  char- 
ily what  is  become  of  my  dear  master  ?" 

"  He  is  U))on  a  distnnt  expedition,  friend,"  rej^ed  iha 
prelate  ;  "  on  an  honourable  embassy,  which  may  d^ 
tain  him  for  some  days." 

"  Nay,"  said  the  Baron  of  Gilsland,  **  why  deeeire 
the  poor  fellow  ? — Friend,  (by  master  hns  returned  to  ibi 
camp,  and  you  will  presently  sec  him." 

The  invalid  held  up,  as  if  in  thankfulness,  his  miteJ 
hands  to  tleaven,  and  resisting  no  longer  the  saporifcroM 
■peration  of  tJie  elixir,  sunk  dono  in  a  (penile  steep. 

"  You  arc  a  belter  pliysician  than  1,  Sir  TbanM^' 
said  the  prelate ;  '*  a  soothing  falsehood  is  fitter  far  s 
nek  room  than  an  nnpleasing  truth." 

"  How  mean  you,  my  reverend  lord  .'"  ssirl  De  Vaux, 
hastily.  "  Tliink  you  1  would  tell  a  falsehood  to  save 
the  lives  of  a  dozen  such  as  he  ?" 

*'  You  said,"  replied  the  bishop,  with  manifest  syni|K 
loms  of  alarm — "  j-ou  said  the  e:quire'a  master  m 
returned — he,  I  mean,  of  the  Couchart  Leopard." 

"  And  be  u  returned,"  said  De  Vaui.  "  I  spott 
with  liiin  but  a  few  hours  since.  This  learned  leech  cast 
in  his  company." 

"  Holy  V'irgin  !  why  told  you  not  of  his  return  to  mri* 
said  the  bisho]i,  in  evident  perturbation. 

"  Did  I  not  say  that  tliis  same  Knight  of  the  LeopaiJ 
had  returned  in  rompany  with  the  physician .' — I  thougit 
1  had,"  replied  De  Vaux,  carelessly  ;  "  but  what  signi- 
fied his  return,  to  the  skill  of  tlie  physician,  or  the  cun 
of  bis  Majesty  ?" 

"  Murb,  Sir  Thomas — ^it  sif^ified  much,"  said  dn 
bishop,  rionching  his  hands,  pressing  his  foot  agMinal  dH 
earth,  nnd  giving  signs  nf  impatience  as  if  in  an  inrolw* 
tarr  tnanner.  '*  But  where  can  he  he  gone  naw,thiamM 
Jini'cht  ? — God  be  'k'b.V  m%-Ak.«  to::^  W  wjk^  ba( 
errors !" 
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*'  Yonder  serf  in  tlie  outer  space,"  said  De  Vsax,  not 
without  wonder  Bt  the  bisliop's  emotion,  "  can  probabljr 
tell  us  whitlier  his  master  has  gone." 

The  lad  was  summoned,  and,  in  a  language  nearly  in- 
comprehensible to  them,  gave  thorn  at  length  to  under- 
stand, that  an  oflicer  had  summoned  his  iimster  to  the 
roy-jl  lent,  sometime  before  their  arrivi.1  at  that  of  his 
master.  The  anxiety  of  tlic  bishop  appeared  to  rise  to 
tho  highest,  and  became  e\:ident  to  De  Vaux,  though 
neither  an  acute  observer,  nor  of  a  suspicious  temper. 
But  with  his  anxiety  seemed  to  increase  his  wisli  to  keep 
ft  subdued  and  unobscrred.  He  took  a  hasly  leave  of  I>e 
Vaux,  who  boked  after  him  wiili  astonishment ;  mid,  after 
ihnigging  up  his  shoulders  in  silent  wonder,  proceeded 
to  coaduct  the  Arabian  pbyaician  to  the  teui  of  King 
Kicbatd. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

ThM  ■•  Uw  Priura  oT  Irficchn ;  fever,  |i]igua, 
CuM  ihnuii,  ami  IkiI  p«lign,  (b  but  link  »n  hii 
And  ijiul  IlK'ir  grup  upoii  tbe  lortured  line 

The  Baron  of  Gilslnnd  walked  with  slow  step  and  an 
anxious  counlenanee  towards  the  royal  pavilion.  He  had 
much  diOidtmce  of  his  own  capacity  except  in  a  field  of 
battle,  and,  conscious  of  no  very  acute  intellect,  was 
usually  contented  to  wonder  at  cirrunistanccs,  which  a 
man  of  livelier  imagination  would  have  endeavoured  to 
ilirestigatc  and  understand,  or  a\  least  would  have  made 
die  subject  of  speciilmion.  But  it  seemed  very  extra- 
ordinary, even  to  him,  Uiat  the  attention  of  ilie  bislinp 
■hould  have  been  at  once  abstracted  from  all  reflection 
on  llie  marvellous  cure  which  they  had  witnessed,  and 
upon  tlic  probability  it  afforded,  of  Richard  being  restor- 
ed to  heftlth,  by  what  seemed  s  very  trivial  piece  of  in- 
fonnation,  announcing  the  motions  of  a  beggarly  Scottish 
kni^lit,  tfaaa  whom  Tboinas  of  GMiinii  V\w\t  U(Aa«^ 
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within  the  circle  of  gentle  blood  more  unimp 
contem^ible,  and,  despite  his  usual  liabit  of 
bcliolding  passing  events,  the  bsiron's  spirit  toiied 
wonted  attempts  to  form  conjectures  on  the  can 

At  length  the  idea  occurred  at  once  to  him 
whole  might  be  a  conspiracy  against  King  Richa 
ed  within  the  camp  of  tlie  allies,  and  to  which  tli 
wlio  was  by  some  represented  as  a  politic  and  i 
lous  person,  was  not  unlikely  to  have  been  a 
It  was  true,  that  in  his  own  opinion  there  c 
character  so  perfect  as  that  of  his  master  ;  for 
being  tlie  flower  of  chivalry^  and  the  chief  of 
leaders,  and  obeying  in  all  jioints  the  conimaiuh 
Church,  De  Vaux^s  ideas  of  perfection  went  n 
Stilt  he  knew  that,  however  unworthily,  it  bad 
ways  his  master *s  fate  to  draw  as  much  repronci 
like,  as  honour  and  attachment,  from  tlie  disp 
great  qualities  ;  and  that  in  the  very  camp,  and 
those  princes  bound  by  oath  to  the  crusade,  we 
wlio  would  have  sacriGced  all  ho|>e  of  victory 
Saracens,  to  the  pleasure  of  ruining,  or  at  least 
bling,  Richard  of  England. 

"Wherefore,"  said  tlie  baron  to  himself,  "  i 
sense  impossible  that  this  El  Hakim,  with  tins 
or  seeming  cure,  wrought  on  the  body  of  tlie 
aquire,  may  mean  nothing  but  a  trick,  to  which 
Leopard  may  be  accessary,  and  wherein  tlie 
Tyre,  prelate  as  he  is,  may  have  some  share.'' 

This  hypodiesis,  indeed,  could  not  be  so  easi 
ciled  with  the  alarm  manifested  by  die  bishop, 
ing  that,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  the  ScottL 
had  suddenly  returned  to  the  crusaders'  camp. 
Vaux  was  influenced  only  by  his  general  prejudic 
dictated  to  him  the  assured  belief,  that  a  wil 
priest,  a  false-hearted  Scot,  and  an  infidel  p 
formed  a  set  of  ingredients  from  which  all  evil, 
good,  was  likely  to  be  extracted.  He  resolved,  I 
to  Jay  his  scnip\es\A\iiv\\^  \«fot^^\^>Kvw^^^C^Ui 
taeat  be  bad  oearVy  aa  Vu^\  ^^  ovv^>racL  ^&  ^  \ 
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Meantime,  events  had  taken  place  very  contrary  to  the 
suppositions  which  Thomas  de  Vaux  had  entertained. 
Scarce  bad  he  left  the  royal  pavilion,  when,  betwixt  the 
impatience  of  the  fever,  and  iliat  which  was  natural  to 
his  disposition,  Richard  began  to  murmur  at  his  delay, 
and  express  an  earnest  desire  for  his  return.  He  had 
seen  enough  to  try  to  reason  himself  out  of  this  irritation, 
which  greatly  increased  his  bodily  malady.  He  wearied 
his  attendants  by  demanding  from  them  amusements,  and 
the  breviary  of  the  priest,  the  romance  of  the  clerk,  even 
the  harp  of  his  favourite  minstrel,  were  had  recourse  to 
in  vain.  At  length,  some  two  hours  before  sun-down, 
and  long,  therefore,  ere  he  could  expect  a  satisfactory 
account  of  the  process  of  the  cure  which  tlie  Moor  or 
Arabian  had  undertaken,  he  sent,  as  we  have  already 
heard,  a  messenger,  commanding  the  attendance  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Ijcopard,  determined  to  soothe  his  impa- 
tience by  obtaining  from  Sir  Kenneth  a  more  particular 
account  of  the  cause  of  his  absence  from  the  camp,  and 
the  circumstances  of  his  meeting  with  tliis  celebrated 
physician. 

The  Scottish  knight,  tints  summoned,  entered  tlie  royal 
presence,  as  one  who  was  no  stranger  to  such  scenes. 
He  was  scarcely  known  to  the  King  of  England  even  by 
sight,  although,  tenacious  of  his  rank,  as  devout  in  tlie 
adoration  of  the  lady  of  his  secret  heart,  he  had  never 
been  absent  on  those  occasions  when  the  munificence 
and  hospitality  of  England  opened  the  Court  of  its 
monarch  to  all  who  held  a  certain  rank  in  chivalry.  Tlio 
King  gazed  fixedly  on  Sir  Kenneth  approaching  his  bed- 
side, while  the  knight  bent  his  knee  for  a  moment,  then 
arose,  and  stood  before  him  as  became  an  oflicer  in  the 
presence  of  his  sovereign,  in  a  posture  of  deference,  but 
flot  of  subservience  or  humility. 

**  Thy  name,''  said  the  King,.''  is  Kenneth  of  the  Leop- 
ard— From  whom  hadst  tliou  degree  of  knighthood  ?" 

**  I  took  it  from  the  sword  of  WilUacn,  vU^  iiKyoL^i^^ 
of  Scotlaad/^  replied  the  Scot 
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"A  wespon,"  said  (he  King,  "  well  woitbf  tocflnfei 
luMiour,  nor  Ima  it  bectn  l;iid  on  an  iindfiflerving  shoulder. 
We  hive  seen  iliee  bear  I lij- self  knightly  and  valiaptljrn 
jtrest  of  buttle,  wiien  most  need  there  was;  and  ihov 
Iiadst  not  been  yet  lo  learn  that  thy  deserts  were  kntnn 
to  us,  but  tiiat  thy  presumption  in  other  points  has  been 
such,  ihiit  lliy  services  can  challenge  no  better  reward 
Ihaii  thai  of  |)ardoD  for  tliy  tronsgrcssiou.  What  sajit 
ihou— lia  ?" 

Kenneth  attempted  to  speak,  but  was  unable  to  expren 
liimseir  distinctly ;  the  consciousness  of  bis  loo  anibitkwi 
love,  and  the  keen  falcon  glance  with  which  Ctcur  da 
Lion  seemed  to  penetrate  his  uimost  soul,  combining  H 
disconcert  him, 

"  And  yet,"  said  the  King,  "  aliliougfa  soldiers  sIkhiU 
obey  command,  and  vassals  be  respcctfid  towards  ibeir 
superiors,  wc  might  forgive  a  brave  knight  greater  oflcDCC 
than  the  keeping  n  simple  bound,  though  it  were  contrafT 
to  our  express  public  ordinance." 

Richard  kept  his  eye  fixed  on  the  Scot's  face,  bclieU, 
and,  beholding,  smiling  inwardly  at  tlic  relief  produced  bf 
the  turn  he  had  given  to  his  general  accusation. 

"  So  please  you,  my  lord,"  said  tlic  Scot,  *'  your  Mtt> 
esty  must  be  good  to  us  poor  gentlemen  of  Scotland  ■ 
ibis  matter.  We  are  far  from  home,  scant  of  revenue^ 
and  cannot  support  ourselves  m  your  weklthy  nobles,  wht 
havo  credit  of  tlie  Lombards.  The  Saracens  shaU  fed 
our  blows  the  harder,  that  we  eat  a  piece  of  dried  venisoi 
from  time  lo  time,  with  our  herbs  and  barley-cakes." 

"  It  skills  not  asking  my  leave,"  said  Richard,  "  una 
Thomas  de  Vaux,  who  doih,  like  all  around  me,  *>™t 
which  is  fittest  in  his  own  eyes,  hath  already  givea  ibcs 
permission  for  hunting  and  hawking." 

"  For  bunting  only,  and  please  you — "  said  the  Scot; 
"  but  if  it  please  your  Majesty  to  indulge  me  with  ifaa 
privilege  of  hawking  also,  and  you  list  to  trust  tne  with  a 
Jalcon  on  fist,  1  trust  I  could  supply  your  royal  mess  wiA 
sotne  choice  waXcr-IoviX." 
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<  I  dread  me,  if  thoii  hadst  but  the  falcon,"  said  the 
King,  "  thou  woiild'st  scarce  wail  for  the  permission.  I 
wot  well  it  is  said  abroad  that  we  of  the  line  of  Anjou 
resent  ofibncc  against  our  forest  laws,  as  highly  as  we 
would  do  treason  against  our  crown.  To  brave  and  wor- 
thy men,  however,  we  could  pardon  either  misdemeanour. 
—But  enough  of  this. — 1  desire  to  know  of  yon,  Sir 
Knight,  wherefore  and  by  whose  authority  you  took  this 
recent  journey  to  tlie  wilderness  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and 
Engaddi  ?" 

•<  By  order,"  replied  tiie  knight,  "  of  the  Council  oi 
the  Princes  of  the  Holy  Crusade." 

**  And  liow  dared  any  one  to  give  such  ftn  order,  when 
I — not  the  least,  surely,  in  the  league — was  unacquainted 
with  it  f " 

*^  It  was  not  my  part,  please  your  highness,"  said  the 
Scot,  ^  to  inquire  into  such  particulars.  I  am  a  soldiei 
of  tlic  Cross — serving,  doubtless,  for  the  present,  under 
your  higl)ness's  banner,  and  proud  of  die  permission  to 
do  so— -but  still  one  who  hath  taken  on  him  tlie  lioly  syro- 
iiol  for  tlie  rights  of  Christianity,  and  tlie  recovery  of  the 
holy  sepulchre,  and  bound,  tlierefore,  to  obey,  witliout 
question,  the  orders  of  the  princes  and  chiefs  by  whom 
Cbe  blessed  enterprize  is  directed.  That  indisposition 
should  seclude,  I  trust  tor  but  a  short  time,  your  highness 
from  their  councils,  in  which  you  hold  so  potential  a  voice, 
I  must  lament  with  all  Christendom  ;  but,  as  a  soldier,  I 
must  obey  those  on  whom  the  lawful  right  of  command 
devolves,  or  set  but  an  evil  example  in  tlie  Christian 
camp." 

**  Thou  say'st  well,"  said  King  Richard  ;  *'  and  the 
bhme  rests  not  with  thee,  but  with  those  with  whom, 
when  it  shall  please  Heaven  to  raise  me  from  this  accurs* 
ed  bed  of  pain  and  inactivity,  1  hope  to  reckon  roundly. 
What  was  the  purport  of  thy  message  .^" 

**  Mediinks,  and  please  your  highness,"  replied    Sir 
Kenneth,  *'  that  were  best  asked  of  tliose  who  scut  \nft% 
tnd  who  can  reader  the  reasons  of  rome  e\T^Tidk\  viV^^« 
mm! can  only  teU its  outward  form  md  ipur^xV*"* 
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said  liic  irritalilc  innnnrch. 


;arpTV,  1 


«  bcllMKi     1 


/  lord; 


rrplicd  ch«  kniglil,  firtnlr, 
*E;ardlL-ss  ihing  wlicii  I  ttmtd  n 


8cir  to  tliis  enierprize,  looking  rattier  to   my  imm 
welfare,  than  to  that  which  coneerns  iiij'  enrlhly  liad)r<^j 

"  Uy  tlie  moss,"  said  King  Richard,  *'  ihm 
fellow !     Hark  thee,  Sir  Knight,  I  love  the  Srottiali  pw  ' 
pie;  they  arc  hardy,  [hough  dogeied  nnrt  suiliborn,  aiHt, 
■  think,  true  men  in    the  main,  tJiougli  thu  neressity  <if 
giiXB  hns  sometimes  constmincd  iJiem  to  he  dtsi^rmblcn.   | 
deserve  some  love  at  tiieir  hnntt,  for  I  hare  \*o4unltri|Jr  | 
what  they  could  not  by  arms  have  esimted  Unt 
any  more  tlian  from  my  predeepssors — I  liav*  re-<»  j 
lablJslied  tlie  fortresses  of  Roxburgh  nnd  Berwick,  VlM  | 
ky  in  pledge  to  England — 1  have  restored   yoar  b 
boiindnries — and,  finally,  1  have  renounced   a  dalm  til 
Ixnnage  upon  ilic  cronn  of  ICngUnd,  which  I  thought  a 
justly  forced  on  you.      I  have   endeavoured    to  i 
llonourahle  and  independent  friends,  where  former  k 
of  England  attempted  only  lo  compel  uuwilltng  i 
rebellious  vassals," 

*'  All  iliis  you  have  done,  my  Lord  King,"  «mI  | 
Kenneth,  bowing — "  All  this  you  have  iktoe,  by  yd 
royal  treaty  with  our  sovereign  at  Canterbufy. 
fore  hove  you  me,  nnd  many  better  SeOtlisli  iDen,  i 
war  against  the  inHdcls,  under  your  banners,  wlio  « 
else  havo  been  ravaging  your  fi-oniicrs  in  Englmul.  4 
itieir  numbers  are  now  few,  it  is  because  llieir  liveftb 
been  freely  waged  and  wasted." 

"  I  gram  it  true,"  said  tlie  King  ;  "  and  for  ilie  { 
offices  1  have  done  your  Inml,  1  rcrjiiire  you  to  r 
bcr,  that,  as  a  principal  member  of  the  Christian  leu 
1   have  a  right  lo  know  the  negotiations  of  my  C 

crates.     Do  me,  therefore,  the  justice  lo  tcU  me  . . 

have  a  title  to  be  ncipinintcd  whh,  and  whieh  I  «aici 
Ism  lo  know  more  truly  from  you  than  from  othen.**! 
**  My  lord,"  saW  v\\c  ?«;<A,  "  <X\v«  coajjurcdr  I  \ 
^bc  Oi6  truth  ;  foT  \  wcW  \ie"4iCT«  \Vm.  'j-wk  ^^pw 
Bm'cIs  llic  principal  oV.jccx  k>\  «.\h  cTJje&wa^  «*  4 
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hearted  and  lionest ;  and  it  is  more  than  I  dare  warrant 
for  others  of  the  lioly  league.  Be  pleased,  therefore,  to 
know,  my  chaise  was  to  propose,  through  tlie  medium 
of  the  iicnnit  of  Cnti^addl,  a  holy  man,  respected  and 
protected  hy  Saiadin  Jiimsclf " 

'*  A  continuation  of  tiie  truce,  I  doubt  not,"  said 
Richard,  hastily  interrupting;  him. 

"  No,  by  Saint  Andrew,  my  liege,"  said  the  Scottish 
knight ;  *'  but  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  peace,  and 
llie  withdrawing  our  armies  from  Palestine." 

*^  Saint  George  !"  said  Richard,  in  astonishment,-^- 
**  III  as  I  have  justly  thought  of  them,  I  could  not  huvo 
dreamed  they  would  have  humbled  themselves  to  such 
dishonour.  Speak,  Sir  Kenneth,  with  what  will  did  you 
carry  such  a  message  r" 

"  With  right  good-will,  my  lord,"  said  Kenneth ; 
**  because,  wijen  we  had  lost  our  noble  leader,  under  whoso 
guidance  alono  I  hoped  for  victory,  1  saw  none  who  could 
Hicceed  him  hkely  to  lead  us  to  conquest,  and  I  accounted 
it  well  in  such  circumstances  to  avoid  defeat." 

'*  And  on  what  conditions  was  tins  hopeful  peace  to  be 
contracted  .^"  said  King  Richard,  painfully  suppressing 
the  passion  with  which  his  heart  was  almost  bursting. 

**  Tliese  were  not  intrusted  to  me,  my  lord,"  answered 
tbe  Knight  of  the  Couchant  Leopard.  ''  I  delivered 
them  sealed  to  the  hennit." 

'^  And  for  what  hold  you  this  reverend  hermit  ? — lor 
feci,  madman,  traitor,  or  saint  ?"  said  Richard. 

**  His  folly,  sire,"  replied  the  shrewd  Scottishman,  "  I 
hold  to  be  assumed  to  win  favour  and  reverence  from  the 
Paynimrie,  who  regard  madmen  as  the  inspired  of  Hea- 
Teo  ;  at  least  it  seemed  to  me  as  exhibited  only  occasion- 
ally, and  not  as  mixing,  like  natural  folly,  with  the  general 
tenor  of  his  mind." 

'*  Shrewdly  replied,"  said  the  monarch,  throwing  him- 
self  back  on  his  couch,  from  which  he  had  half-raised 
himself. — "  Now  of  his  penitence  .^" 

"  Hb  penitence,"  continued  Kcm\el\i^  ''^  ^^>f^w%  >a 
me  Mtacereg  aad  tbe  fruits  of  remorse  (ot  weoa  ^^^^Sk^ 
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Clime,  for  nliirli  lie  seems,  in  his  onn  t^nion, 
lo  reprobation." 

"  And  Tor  his  jwlicy  ?"  said  King  Richan). 
"  Meiliinks,  my  lord,"  said  the  Scoitisli  Kn^ht,  "  bo 
dcsjiairs  of  the  security  of  Palestine,  as  of  his  ofrn  salva- 
tion, by  any  means  short  of  a  miracle — at  least,  sinre  the 
arm  of  Richard  of  Enirhnd  hath  ceased  to  strike  (ot  A." 

'*  And  therefore,  the  con-ard  policy  of  this  heimit  a 
like  that  of  these  miserable  princes,  who,  forgetrul  of 
their  knighthood  and  their  faith,  are  only  resolved  ind 
licteniiincd  ivhcu  llie  question  is  retreat,  and,  rather  than 
go  forward  against  an  armed  Saracen,  would  trample  ii 
their  flight  o^er  a  dying  ally  !" 

"  Might  I  so  far  jtresimie,  my  I^ord  King,"  said  tbt 
Scotti:>h  kni^^ht,  "  diis  disronrse  hut  beats  your  diseate, 
the  cnomy  from  which  Chri stent! nni  dreads  more  eril, 
than  from  armed  hosts  of  infidels." 

The  coimtennnce  of  King  Richard  was,  indeed,  more 
flushed,  and  liis  action  bccatne  more  feverishly  vehcracni, 
as,  with  L'k'iiL'lied  hand,  expanded  arm,  and  flashing  eyes, 
he  seemed  at  once  to  suffer  under  hodily  pain,  and  at 
the  same  time  under  vexation  of  mind,  wliile  his  ht^ 
spirit  led  him  lo  speak  on,  as  if  in  contempt  of  huili. 

"  Vuu  can  Hatter,  Sir  Knight,"  he  said,  "  hut  you 
cseopc  inc  not.  I  must  know  more  from  you  than  you 
have  yet  fold  nic.  Saw  you  my  royal  consort  when  at 
Engaddi  .^" 

"  To  my  knowledge — no,,  my  lord,"  replied  Sir  Keo* 
ncdi,  with  considerable  perturbation  ;  for  he  remember* 
ed  the  midnight  procession  in  the  chapel  of  the  rocks. 

"  I  ask  you,"  said  the  king,  in  a  sterner  voice,  "  ulietber 
you  were  not  in  the  chnjiel  of  the  Carmelite  Nuns  il 
Engaddi,  and  there  saw  tierangarla.  Queen  of  England, 
ijul  the  hiilies  of  her  court,  who  went  tliither  ou  pil- 
grimage ?" 

"  My  Lord,"  said  Sir  Kennetli,  "  I  will  speak  ihl 
truth  as  in  the  ronfessional.  In  a  subtcrranooD  cbapa^ 
to  which  llie  anclioiAe  conducted  mc,  1  beheld  »  CMpt 
of  ladies  do  homage  to  aTc\\c  o^^^VA^^-wnuos^v!^ 
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ts  I  saw  Dot  Iheir  -  fncea,  nor  heard  llicir  voices,  unless 
ID  the  hymns  which  they  chanted,  1  cannot  tell  whether 
the  Qiicen  of  England  was  of  the  hevy." 

"  And  was  there  no  one  of  these  ladies  known  to  you  ?" 

Sir  Kenneth  stood  silent. 

"  1  ask  you,"  said  Riehnnl,  raising  himself  on  his 
elbow,  "  as  a  knight  and  a  gentleman,  and  1  slinll  know 
liy  your  answer  how  you  value  eiilicr  character— <lid 
you,  or  did  you  not,  know  any  lady  amongst  ihat  band  of 
worshippers  I" 

**  My  lord,"  said  Kenneth,  -not  without  much  hesitation, 
"  I  mii;lit  guess." 

"  And  I  also  mny  gness,"  said  the  king,  frowning 
sternly  ;  "  hut  it  is  enough.  Ixiopard  as  you  are,  Sir 
Knight,  beware  tempting  (be  lion's  paw.  Hark  yc— u> 
bennme  enamoured  of  the  moon  would  be  but  an  act 
of  folly  ;  but  to  leap  from  the  bntilements  of  a  lofty  tower, 
in  the  wih)  hope  of  coming  within  her  sphere,  were  self- 
destructive  madness." 

At  this  moment  some  hustling  was  heard  in  the  outer 
apartment,  and  the  King,  hnstily  changing  to  his  more 
natural  manner,  said,  "  Ennugb-— begone — speed  to  Do 
Vaux,  and  send  him  hither  with  the  Arabian  physician. 
My  Fife  for  the  fniUi  of  tlie  Soldan  I  Would  he  but  ab- 
jure his  false  law,  I  would  aid  him  with  my  sword  to  drive 
ibia  scum  of  French  and  Austrians  from  his  dominions, 
tnd  tliink  Palestine  as  well  ruled  by  him  as  when  her 
dDi;s  were  anointed  by  the  decree  of  Heaven  itself." 

The  Knight  of  the  Leopard  retired,  and  presently  af- 
«rwBrds  the  chamberlain  announced  a  deputation  from 
he  Council,  who  had  come  to  wait  on  the  Majesty  of 
Cn  gland. 

**  It  is  well  they  allow  thai  I  am  living  yet,"  was  his 
■epiy.     "  Who  are  the  reverend  ambassadors  ?" 

**  The  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,  and  the  Mar- 
]iii8  of  Monlserrat." 

•*  Our  brether  of  France  loves  not  sirk-beds,"  w.\A 
Mehtrd;  "yet  bad  PhiHp  been  iH,  l\\aA  MjoQ&\r5\\» 
Mdifrii^abMb—^fccelyn,  lay  me  l\ie  co\ic\\  ww«c  Viw- 
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ly,  it  is  tiimb!cd  liko  a  stormy  sen— reach  roe 
sleei  mirror — pass  a  romb  through  my  hair  and 
They  look,  indeed,  liker  a  lion's  mane  than  a  cl 
mnn*s  locks-— bring  wntcr." 

''  My  lord,"  snid  the  trembling  chamberlain, 
leeches  sny  that  cold  water  may  he  fatal/' 

"  To  the  foul  fiend  with  ihe  leeches  !"  rcpli 
nonarch  ;  "  if  they  cannot  cure  nie,  lliink  you  1 
low  them  to  torment  me  ? — ^Tkere,  then — '*  he  sai 
having  made  his  ahlniions,  "  admit  the  worshipful  c 
they  will  now,  I  think,  scarcely  see  that  disease  ha 
Uichard  nesjiisjent  of  his  person." 

The  celebrated  Master  of  the  Templars  wns  a  la 
war-worn  man,  with  a  slow  yet  penetrating  eye, 
brow  on  which  a  thousand  dark  intrigues  had  stai 
portion  of  tlieir  obscurity.  At  tlie  head  of  that  s 
body,  to  whom  their  order  was  every  thing,  and  tl 
dividuality  nothing — seeking  the  advancement  of  ii 
or,  even  at  the  hazard  of  that  verv  religion  whi 
fraternity  were  originally  associated  to  protect — ai 
of  heresy  and  witchcraft,  although  by  their  ch) 
Christian  priests^suspected  of  secret  league  w 
Soldan,  though  by  oath  devoted  to  tlie  protection 
Holy  Temple,  or  its  recovery — the  wliole  order,  a 
whole  personal  character  of  its  commander,  or 
Master,  was  a  riddle,  at  the  exposition  of  which  mc 
shuddered.  The  Grand  Master  was  dressed  in  his 
robes  of  solemnity,  and  he  bare  the  abacus^  a  myst 
of  office,  the  peculiar  form  of  which  has  given  rise  t 
singular  conjectures  and  commentaries,  leading  to 
cions  that  this  celebrated  fraternity  of  Christian  Ii 
were  embodied  under  the  foulest  symbols  of  Pag 

Conrade  of  Montserrat  had  a  much  more  pi 
exterior  than  the  dark  and  mysterious  priest-sold 
whom  he  was  accompanied.  He  was  a  handsomi 
of  middle  age,  or  something  past  that  term,  bold 
field,  sagacious  in  council,  gay  and  gallant  in  tii 
festivity  ;  but,  on  the  o\\\et  Vw^v^^Vv^-v^a  generally 
cd  of  versaliViiy,  ot  %  u%nQi^  ^ti^  w^Sm^v  vodn^ 


to  extend  his  own  principililjr,  witliout  regard  Ut 
al  ot  the  Latin  kingdom  of  Palestine,  and  of  seek- 
own  interest  by  private  negotiations  with  Saladioj 
prejudice  of  tlie  Christian  leaguers, 
.'n  the  usual  salulntions  liad  hecn  made  by  these 
rics,  and  courteously  returned  by  King  Richard, 
irquis  of  Montserrat  commenced  an  explanation 
motives  of  their  visit,  sent,  as  he  said  they  were, 

anxious  Kings  and  Princes  who  composed  the 
il  of  tlie  Crusaders,  "  to  inquire  into  the  health  of 
lagnanimous  ally,  the  vahaul  King  of  England." 
e  know  the  importance  in  which  tlie  Princes  of  tlie 
il  bold  our  health,"  replied  tlie  English  King ; 
iro  well  aware  Imw  mucli  they  must  have  suSered 
^pressing  all  curiosity  concerning  it  far  fourteen 
or  fear,  doubcless,  of  a«gravatiag  our  disorder,  bjr 
g  their  anxiety  regarding  Iho  event." 

flow  of  tlie  Marquis's  eloquence  being  checked, 

himself  thrown  into  some  confusion  by  this  reply, 
re  austere  companion  took  up  the  (bread  of  the 
sation,  and,  with  as  much  dry  and  brief  gravity  aa 
nsislent  with  tlie  presence  which  he  addressed,  in- 

ihe  King  that  they  came  from  the  Council,  to  pray, 
lame  of  Christendom,  "  that  he  would  not  sufler  his 
to  be  tampered  with  by  an  infidel  physician,  said 
Icspalched  by  Saladin,  until  the  Council  had  taken 
cs  to  remove  or  confirm  the  sus))icion,  which  they 
ent  conceived  did  attach  Itself  to  the  mission  of 
person." 

rand  Master  of  the  Holy  and  Valiant  Order  of 
8  Templars,  and  you,  Most  Noble  Marquis  of 
;rrat,"  replied  Richard,  "  if  it  please  you  ti^^otire 
e  adjoining  pavilion,  you  shall  presently  see  what 
t  we  make  of  the  tt^nder  remonstrances  of  our 
nd  princely  colleagues    in    tliis    religious     war- 

Alarquis  and  Grand  Master  retired  accordingly  ; 
i  they  been  many  minutes  in  tbe  ouvnu&  ^'^^^'^^ 
roL.  11. 
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when  the  Eastern  physician  arrived,  accorapuiie 
Baron  of  Gilsland  snd  Kenneth  of  Scotland,  tbi 
however,  nas  a  little  later  of  entering  the  tent 
other  two,  stopping,  perchance,  to  issue  some  c 
ihc  warders  wiiliout. 

As  ihc  Arabian  physician  entered,  he  nude  ' 
sanre,  after  the  oriental  fashion,  to  the  Alan 
Grand  Master,  nliosc  dignity  was  apparent,  In 
their  appearance  and  their  hearing.  'Flie  GniM 
returned  the  s^^lutalion  with-an  expression  of  d 
coldness,  tJie  Mnrqiiis,  with  the  popular  courtesy  - 
habitually  practised  to  men  of  every  rank  ani 
There  was  a  pause ;  for  the  Scottish  knight,  wa 
the  arrival  of  Dc  Vaux,  presumed  not,  of  his  owi 
iiy,  to  enter  the  tent  of  ihe  King  of  England,  ant 
this  interval,  the  Grand  Mnstcr  sternly  demand* 
Aloslum, — *'  Inlidc),  hast  thou  the  courage  lo  prac 
art  upon  the  person  of  ap  anointed  sovereigi 
Christian  host  f" 

"  The  sun  of  Allah,"  answered  the  sage, 
on  the  Nazarcno  as  well  as  on  the  true  helievcr 
servant  dare  make  no  distinction  betwixt  thei 
called  on  to  exercise  the  art  of  healing." 

"  Misbelieving  Hakim,"  said  the  Grand  Masi 
whatsoever  they  call  ihcc  for  an  unbaplized  slave 
ncss,  dost  thou  well  knotr,  that  ilinu  shah  he  ton 
by  wild  horses  sliould  King  Richard  die  ui 
charge  ?" 

"  That  were  hard  jusiicc,"  answered  the  ph 
"seeing  tiini  1  can  bui  nse  human  means,  and 
issue  is  written  in  the  book  of  light." 

"  Nay,  reverend  and  valiant  Grand  Master," 
Marquis  of  Monlserrnt,  "  ronsidcr  that  this  lear 
is  not  acquainted  with  our  Christian  order,  ad 
the  fear  of  God,  and  for  the  safety  of  his  anoint 
it  knovfn  lo  llicc,  grave  physician,  whose  skill  i 
not,  that  your  wisest  course  is  to  repair  to  the  - 
of  the  illustrious  CowncW  o^  oat  VUVj  Ueagne,  i 
to  give  account,  ani  HicVowTi^  vo  ^i^  '»t\wi  i& 
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leeches  as  tliey  shall  nominnte,  concerning  jour  means 
of  process  and  cure  of  this  illustrious  patient ;  so  shall 
jou  escape  all  the  danger,  which,  rashly  taking  such  a 
high  matter  upon  your  sole  answer,  you  may  else  most 
likely  incur." 

"  My  lords,"  said  El  Hakim,  "  I  understand  you  well. 
But  knowledge  hath  its  champions  as  well  as  your  mili- 
tary art,  nay,  hath  sometimes  had  its  martyrs  as  well  as  reli- 
gion. I  have  the  command  of  my  sovereign,  the  SoWlan 
Saladin,  to  heal  this  Nazarcne  King,  and,  with  the  blessing 
of  the  Prophet,  I  will  obey  his  commands.  If  I  fail,  ye  wear 
swords  thirsting  for  the  blood  o(  the  faithful,  and  I  proflTer 
nnj  body  to  your  wen|)ons.  But  I  will  not  reason  with 
oae  uncircumciscd  upon  the  virtue  of  the  medicines  of 
irhich  I  have  obtained  knowledge,  through  the  grace  of 
die  Prophet,  and  I  pray  you  interpose  no  delay  between 
noe  and  my  oflice." 

•*  Who  talks  of  delay  ?"  said  the  Baron  de  Vaux,  has- 
tily entering  the  tent ;  '*  we  have  had  but  too  much  already. 
^I  salute  you,  my  I^ord  of  Montscrrat,  and  you,  valiant 
Grand  Master.  But  1  must  presently  pass  with  this  learn- 
ed physician  to  the  bed-side  of  my  master." 
•  •*  My  lord,"  said  the  Marquis,  in  Norman  French,  or 
rile  language  of  Ouic,  as  it  was  then  called,  *'  arc  you 
irell  advised  that  we  came  to  expostulate  on  the  part  of 
die  Council  of  the  Monarchs  and  Princes  of  the  Crusade, 
■gainst  the  risk  of  permitting  an  infidel  and  eastern  phy- 
sician to  tamper  with  a  heahh  so  valuable  as  that  of  your 
master  King  Richard  ?" 

"  Noble  Ijord  Marquis,"  replied  the  Englishman, 
bluntly,  **  1  can  neither  use  many  words,  nor  do  I  delight 
in  listening  to  them — moreover,  I  am  much  more  ready 
to  believe  what  my  eyes  have  seen,  than  what  my  cars 
have  heard.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  heathen  can  cure 
the  sickness  of  King  Richard,  and  I  believe  and  trust  he 
frill  labour  to  do  so.  Time  is  precious.  If  Mahommcd 
—may  God's  curse  be  on  him  ! — stood  at  the  Aocyc  ^\ 
the  tent,  with  such  Fair  purpose  as  t\us  Adov^ec  ^A^iiAvci 
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entertains,  I  would  lioM  it  sin  to  delay  him  lor  a  mi 
So,  give  ye  God'en,    my  lonls." 

"  Say  but,"  said  Conrade  of  Monisemt,  ■*  lb 
liimscif  said  wc  should  be  present  »iicn  this  same 
cian  dealt  upon  Iiiii)." 

Tlie  baron  wliispe^d  tbc  cliamberiain,  probi 
know  wlietlier  the  Marquis  spoke  truly,  and  tbeo  r 
"  My  lords,  if  j-oii  will  hold  your  patience,  you  ai 
come  to  enter  with  us ;  but  if  you  interrupt,  by  ac 
threat,  this  accomplished  physician  in  his  duly, 
knomi,  that,  without  respect  to  your  higli  qualiqr 
enforce  your  absence  from  Richard's  tent  ;  for  li 
am  so  well  satisfied  of  tlie  vigue  of  tliis  man's  med 
ifaat  were  Richard  himself  lb  refuse  tliem,  by  oui 
of  Lanercosi,  I  think  1  could  find  in  my  heart  to 
him  to  take  the  means  of  liiq  cure,  whether  be  wi 
no. — Move  onn-ard,  El  Hakim." 

The  bsi  word  was  spoken  in  the  Ungua  FraiH 
instantly  obeyed  by  the  physician.  The  Grand  ^ 
looked  grimly  on  the  un (ceremonious  old  soldier,  I 
exchanging  a  glance  with  the  Marquis, smoothed  his 
ing  brow  as  well  as  he  could,  and  both  followed  De 
and  the  Arabian  into  tiie  inner  tent,  where  Richard  I 
peeling  theui,  with  that  impniience  with  which  tlie  sit 
watches  die  step  of  his  plij-sician.  Sir  Kenneth, 
attendance  seemed  neither  asked  nor  prohibited,  fe 
self,  by  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood,  enti 
follow  these  liis;h  dignitaries,  but,  conscious  of  his  i 
power  and  rank,  remained  aloof  during  the  eceoe 
took  place. 
-  Riclnrd,  when  they  entered  his  apDrlincnl,  immi 
ly  exclaimed,  "  So  ho  !  a  goodly  fellowship  come 
Richard  lake  his  leap  in  the  dark. — My  noble  a 
grectyouastlicreprosentaiivcsof  our  assembled  U 
Richard  will  a^aiu  be  amongst  you  in  his  former  ft 
or  ye  sliall  bear  to  tlie  grave  what  is  left  of  him 
Vaux,  lives  he  or  dies  he,  thou  hast  the  tlianks 
prince., — Tl»pre\aye\.ann\iwT — Viwwkw  fever  hath ' 
wine  eyosight — veWx,  iXw  \«'^  ^«»\,-w\«  'mi;*^ 
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Heaven  widioiit  a  ladder  f — be  is  welcome  too. — Come, 
Sir  Hakim,  to  the  work,  to  the  work."  • 

The  physician^  who  had  already  informed  himself  of 
the  various  symptoms  of  tlie  King's  illness,  now  felt  his 
pulse  for  a  long  time,  and  with  deep  attention,  while  all 
around  stood  silent,  and  in  breathless  expectation,  ^he 
sage  next  filled  a  cup  with  spring  water,  and  dipt  into  it 
die  small  red  purse,  which  as  formerly,  he  took  from  his 
bosom.  When  he  seemed  to  think  it  sufficiently  medi- 
cated, he  was  about  to  offer  it  to  die  sovereign,  who  pre- 
rented  him,  by  saying,  '^  Hold  an  instant. — ^Thou  hast 
Felt  my  pulse — ^let  me  lay  my  finger  on  thine. — ^I  too,  as 
becomes  a  good  knight,  know  something  of  tliine  art." 

The  Arabian  yielded  his  hand  without  hesitation,  and 
hiB  long  slender  dark  fingers  were,  for  an  instant,  enclos- 
ed, and  almost  btu'icd,  in  tlie  large  enfoldment  of  King 
Richard's  hand. 

•^  His  bkiod  beats  calm  as  an  infant's,''  said  the  King ; 
**  so  throb  not  their's  who  poison  princes.  De  Vauxi 
wiMther  we  live  or  die,  dismiss  this  Hakim  with  honour 
eed  safety — Commend  us,  friend,  to  the  noble  Saladin. 
Should  I  die,  it  is  witliout  doubt  of  his  faith — Should  1 
live,  it  will  be  to  thank  him  as  a  warrior  would  desire  to 
be  thanked." 

He  then  raised  himself  in  bed,  took  the  cup  in  his 
liaad,  and,  turning  to  the  Marquis  and  the  Grand  Master, 
*  Mark  what  I  say,  and  let  my  royal  brethren  pledge 
in  Cyprus  wine — ^  To  the  immortal  honour  of  the 
first  crusader,  who  shall  strike  lance  or  sword  on  the  gate 
of  Jerusalem  ;  and  to  the  shame  and  eternal  infamy  of 
irhomsoever  shall  turn  back  from  the  plough  on  which 
be  hath  laid  his  hand  !'  " 

He  drained  the  cup  to  the  bottom,  resigned  it  to  the 
Arabian,  and  sunk  back,  as  if  exhausted,  upon  the  cush- 
ions which  were  arranged  to  receive  him.  The  physi- 
cian, then,  with  silent  but  expressive  signs,  directed  that 
aB  should  leave  tlie  tent  excepting  himself  and  De  Vaux, 
whom  no  remonstrance  could  induce  to  withdraw .  TVv^ 
apartinent  was  cleared  accordingly, 

J  I*       VOL,    II. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Lml  pow  I  will  uiic(i»p  a  tccrcE  lurnk, 
Lbd,  Id  yntir  {jiiirk-mnc^iving  liuAWliniti 
'II  rfpi-i  yai  mailer  ilecp  nod  iJnngrnmL 

Hairy  l%\  FaiH 

Thg  Marquis  of  Montserrai,  and  llie  Grand  1 
of  the  Kiiighis  Templars,  stood  logethor  in  ibc  front  fl 
t)ie  rnyal  |iavil!oU|  wiihin  which  Ihis  lingular  : 
passed,  ojid  behold  a  strong  ^uard  of  biOa  and  lio# 
drawn  out  to  form  a  circle  around  it,  nnd  keep  ax  diHiaa 
all  wliirh  mi^ht  disturb  the  sleeping  monarcti.  "Hia  ■ 
dierg  wore  the  downcast,  silent,  and  sullen  kioks,  wi 
nhicii  they  trail  their  arms  at  a  funeral,  anil  stepped  wi 
such  ciiution  that  you  could  not  hear  a  b'lcklor  raubfl 
a  sword  claller,  tlioiigh  so  many  men  in  amraut  « 
tiMving  around  the  tent.  They  lowered  llicir  wmp 
n  deep  rererence,  as  the  dignitaries  passed  throu^  tl 
r,  but  with  the  same  profound  silence. 
.  '*  There  is  a  change  of  cheer  among  these  ixlnnd  du 

'  nid  die  Grand  Master  to  Conrade,  when  ittey  had  p 
cd  Richard's  guards.  "  What  hoarse  tumult  and  m 
used  (o  he  before  this  pavilion  !  nought  hut  pitcbing  d 
bar,  hurling  the  ball,  wrestling,  roaring  of  songs,  clalia 
ing  of  wine-pots,  and  quaOing  of  flagons,  anioag  tim 
burly  yeoman,  as  if  they  were  holding  soifu;  coonli 
Wake,  with  a  IMaypule  in  ilie  midst  of  theiu,  iasutukot 
royal  standard." 

"  Mastiffs  are  a  faithrut  race."  gnid  Conrsda  ; 
Ihe  King  their  master  has  won  their  love  by  being  r 

Iwresde,  brawl,  or  revel  amongst  the  foroinoM  of  € 
leaerer  the  humour  seized  him." 
■•  He  i«  totally  compounded  of  hni 
kiid  Master.    "  'VletV.cA  ^wttw  pled| 
)esd  of  a  prtiytv,  osei  V\vi|f 
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**  He  would  have  felt  it  a  grace-cup,  and  a  well  spk 
)ne  too,"  said  the  Marquis,  <<  were  Saladin  like  any  other 
Purk  tliat  ever  wore  turban,  or  turned  him  to  Mecca  tC 
tall  of  the  Muezzin.  But  he  affects  faith,  and  honour, 
md  generosity, — as  if  it  were  for  an  unbaptized  dog  like 
lini  to  practise  the  virtuous  bearing  of  a  Christian  knight ! 
t  is  said  he  hath  applied  to  Richard  to  be  admitted  widiin 
he  pale  of  chivalry." 

^^  By  Saint  Bernard  !"  exclaimed  the  Grand  Master, 
'  it  were  time  tlien  to  throw  off  our  belts  and  spurs.  Sir 
Z!oorade,  deface  our  armorial  bearings,  and  renounce  our 
>urgonets,  if  the  highest  honour  of  Christianity  were 
xxiferred  on  an  unchristened  Turk  of  tenpence." 

**  You  rate  the  Soldan  cheap,"  replied  the  Marquis  ; 
*  yet  tliough  he  be  a  likely  man,  1  have  seen  a  better 
leathea  sold  for  forty  pence  at  the  bagnio." 

They  were  now  near  their  horses,  which  stood  at  boim 
liatance  from  the  royal  tent,  prancing  among  the  gaUam 
rain  of  esquires  and  pages  by  whom  they  were  attended, 
rben  Conrade,  after  a  moment's  pause,  proposed  tlial 
bey  should  enjoy  the  coolness  of  the  evening  breeze 
vhich  had  arisen,  and,  disiuissiog  their  steeds  and  attend- 
uats,  walk  homewards  to  their  own  quarters,  through  the 
ines  of  the  extended  Christian  camp.  The  Grand 
blaster  assented,  and  they  proceeded  to  walk  together 
bccordingly,  avoiding,  as  if  by  mutual  consent,  the  more 
nhabited  parts  of  the  canvass  city,  and  tracing  the  broad 
rsplanade  which  lay  between  the  tents  and  the  external 
lefences,  where  they  could  converse  in  private,  and  uvr 
narked,  save  by  the  sentinels  as  they  passed  tliem. 

They  spoke  for  a  time  upon  the  military  points  and 
{reparations  for  defence ;  but  this  sort  of  discourse,  in 
vhich  neither  seemed  to  take  interest,  at  length  died 
iway,  and  there  was  a  long  pause,  which  terminated  by 
he  Marquis  of  Montserrat  stopping  short,  like  a  man 
vlio  has  formed  a  sudden  resolution,  and,  gazing  for 
ome  moments  on  the  dark  inflexible  countenguce  of  the 
Srand  Master,  he  at  length  addressed  b'vm  \!l[iu%\ — ^^^^^^^J^^ 
r cansui  with  jrour  valour  and  sanctilv^revcieiidiSw  Gk^«* 
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Amaury,  I  u'ould  pny  you  for  once  to  lay  iside  Htc  duk 
visor  wliich  you  wear,  bdiI  to  converso  willi  a  friend  bar^ 
faced." 

Tlie  Templar  balf-fimilcd. 

"  There  ore  light-coloured  masks,"  he  said,  "  as  neO 
as  dark  vizors,  ai)(l  tliG  one  c(»iceals  the  natural  biuret 
as  completely  as  ilio  oilier.".  ' 

"  Ue  it  so,"  said  ilic  Murquis,  putting  liis  band  to  \it  \ 
chin,  and  witlidratvijig  it  with  the  action  of  one  who  us- 
masks  himself ;  "there  lies  my  disguise.     Andnow,Klul 
think  you,  as  tourliing  tlic  uitcresu  of  your  own  ordoj 
of  the  prospects  of  this  cnisade  i" 

"  This  is  tearing  l)ic  veil  from  njr  tlioitgbta  nihr 
than  exposing  your  own,"  said  llie  Grand  Master  ;  "jM 
1  will  reply  wiili  a  parable  (old  to  nie  by  a  santon  of  ik 
desci't. — '  A  certain  fiinner  prayed  to  Heaven  for  nm, 
and  murmured  when  it  fell  not  nt  his  need.  To  ])unisk  i 
his  impatience,  Alhh,'  said  the  snnton,  '  sent  the  Euplu^ 
les  upon  his  furm,  and  he  was  destroyed  with  all  bis  po^ 
sessions,  even  by  the  grnirtiug  of  his  own  wishes.' "        I 

"  Most  truly  spoken,"  said  the  Marquis  Conrade ; 
"  nould  that  the  ocean  had  swallowed  up  nineteen  pan 
of  the  armaments  of  these  western  princes  !  what  n- 
niained  would  better  hare  served  the  pur|x>se  of  tba 
Christian  nobles  of  Palestine,  the  wretched  remnant  of 
tlio  Latin  kingdom  of  Jerusalem.  LcH  to  our^telves,  m 
might  have  bent  to  the  storm,  or,  moderately  supported 
with  money  and  troopt>,  we  might  have  compelled  Sala(Ga 
to  respect  our  valoiu',  and  grant  us  peace  and  pFotectioa 
on  easy  tcrm<!.  Dm  from  tlic  extremity  of  danger  nitk 
which  this  powerrnj  crusade  threatens  the  Soldan,  wa 
cannot  suppose,  shuulrl  it  pn!%s  over,  that  llie  Saincen  will 
Bulfer  ony  one  of  us  lo  hold  possessions  or  principalities 
in  Syria,  far  less  permit  ihe  existence  of  the  Christiu 
military  frdtcrnitie>i,  from  whom  they  have  experienced 
so  much  mischief." 

"  Ay,  but,"   said  the  Templar,  "  these  adt 

Crusaileni  may  succeed.  %wil  %%\\n  ^Unt  the  CnMaai 
buJtvarks  of  Zion.' 
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*'  And  what  will  (Iiat  ■drnntage  either  the  order  of  the 

Templars,  or  Cooradc  of  MonUerrat  ?"  aaid  tiie  Marquist 

"  You  it  may  advantage,"  replied  the  Grand  Master, 

"  Conrude  of  Moiitscrrat  might  become  Conrjdc  King  of 

Jcrusnicm." 

**  Tliat  sounds  like  something,"  said  the  Marquis,  "  and 
yet  it  rings  but  hollow. — Godfrey  of  Bouillon  might  well 
choose  ilie  crown  of  thorns  for  his  emblem.  Gnuid  Mas- 
ter, I  will  confess  to  you  I  have  caught  some  attachment 
to  tlie  eastern  form  of  government :  A  pure  end  simple 
monarehy  should  consist  but  of  King  and  subjects.  Sucb 
is  the  simple  and  primitive  structure — a  shepherd  and  his 
flock.  All  this  internal  chain  of  feudal  dependence  is 
artificial  and  sophisticated,  and  1  would  rather  hold  the 
bfttan  of  my  poor  marcjuisate  with  a  6rm  gripe,  and  wield 
it  after  my  pleasure,  than  the  sceptre  of  a  monarch,  to 
be  in  efI(K;t  restrained  and  curbed  by  the  will  of  as  manf 
proud  feudal  barons  as  hold  land  under  the  Assise  of  Jeru- 
aalem.*  A  king  sliould  tread  freely.  Grand  Master,  and 
slKMild  not  be  contrafled  by  here  a  ditch,  and  there  a  fence 
— Jiere  a  feudal  privilege,  and  there  a  mail-clad  baron, 
with  his  sword  in  his  hand  to  mnintain  it.  To  sum  ifae 
whole,  I  am  aware  iliat  Guy  de  Lusignan's  claims  to  the  ' 
throne  would  be  preferred  to  mine,  if  Richard  recovera, 
and  has  aught  to  say  in  the  choice." 

*'  Enough,"  said  the  Grand  Master  ;  "  thou  hast  indeed 

convinced  mo  of  thy  sincerity.     Otliers  may  hold  the 

seme  opinions,  but  few  save  Conr&de  of  Montserrat  dared 

frankly  avow  that  he  desires  not  the  resiiiutinn  of  the 

kingdom  of  Jenisalem,  but  rather  prefers  being  master 

of  a  portion  of  its  fragments  ;  like  the  barbarous  islan- 

I    ders,  who  labour  not  for  the  deliverance  of  a  goodly  ves- 

k   nl  Irom  the  billows,  expecting  rather  to  enrich  themselves 

a   at  the  expense  of  the  wreck." 

-       "  Thou  wilt  not  betray  my  counsel  ?"  said  Conrade, 

looking  sharply  aod  suspiciously.     "  Know  for  certain, 

a'  ihet  1117  toi^iie  diall  never  wrong  myfaead,  nor  nvj  buA 

M  fanake  the  tWaacAW  •either.    linpeac\\  me  VI  <dMn  wOk. 
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—I  Bin  prepared  M  defend  myself  in  the  lists  agrottll 
best  Teniplsr  who  ever  laid  lance  in  resi." 

"  Yet  tlioii  start's!  somewhat  suddenly  for  so  bold 
Steed,"  snid  ihe  Grand  Alasicr.  "  Hon  ever,  I  swf 
to  ibee  liy  ilie  Holy  Ttii.iple,  nliicli  our  Order  is  swc 
to  defend,  tliat  1  will  keep  counsel  wiih  tbce  as  a  tt 
eomrade." 

"  By  wbicli  Teinplc  ?"  stiid  tlie  Marquis  of  &!o 
Mirat,  wlmse  love  of  sarcasm  ofien  oiiiran  liis  policy  i 
discretion  ;  "  swcarcst  tLou  by  that  on  llie  hill  of  Zi 
wbicli  was  btiilt  by  King  Solomon,  or  by  that  symbolk 
emblematical  ediRce,  wfaicb  is  said  to  be  spoken  of  id  i 
councils  held  in  ilie  vaults  of  your  Preceptories,  as  son 
ibing  wliicb  infers  the  aggrandizement  of  t by  valiant  i 
venerable  Order?" 

Tbe  Teni])lar  sconlcd  upon  liim  tvitb  ao  eye  of  deal 
but  answered  calmly,  "  by  wbatever  Temple  I  s^e 
be  assured,  LonI  Marquifi,  my  oath  is  sacred,  1  wot 
1  kncv  how  to  bind  thee  by  one  of  equal  obliu^.ttiun." 

"  I  will  swear  Irutb  totbcc,"  said  the  iMarquis,  laughti 
*'  by  tbe  Earl's  coronet,  which  1  hope  to  convert,  ere  Uu 
wars  are  over,  into  something  better.  It  feels  cold  on 
brow,  that  same  slight  coronal  ;  a  duke's  cap  of  main 
nance  were  a  better  protection  against  such  a  ui^lit-brei 
as  now  blows,  and  ii  king's  crown  were  preferable  s 
being  lined  with  comfortable  ermine  and  velvet.  1 
word,  our  interests  bind  us  IO£:eihcr  ;  for  ihhik  not,  Li 
Grand  Master,  thai  were  these  allied  Princes  to  reg 
Jerusalem,  and  place  a  king  of  their  own  choosing  tlif 
tbey  would  sufllr  your  order,  any  more  than  my  p 
narquisate,  to  retain  the  indepenilenrc  which  wtf  n 
bold.  No,  by  Our  Lndy  !  In  such  case  the  po 
Knights  of  Saint  John  must  again  spread  plasters,  t 
dress  ptague-sorcs,  in  tbe  hospitals  ;  and  you,  most  pi 
sant  and  venerable  Knigblsof  the  Temjtle,  must  i«ii 
to  your  condition  of  simple  men-at-arms,  sleep  three 
a  paUet,  and  nioinit  two  upon  one  horse,  as  your  presi 
aeal  still  expresses  lo  \\a.\e  \A<ni  ^ctm  ancient  inost  m 
pJc  custom." 
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**  The  riuilc,  privileges,  aod  o|)iilcnce  of  our  order  pro* 
nt  so  mucli  de^rndation  as  you  threaten,"  said  the  TeuH 
ar,  haughtily. 

"  Tliese  are  your  bane,"  said  Conrade  of  Montseint ; 
and  you  as  well  as  I,  reverend  Grand  Master,  know, 
at  were  tlie  allied  Princes  to  be  successful  in  Pales- 
ic,  it  would  l>e  their  first  point  of  policy  to  abate  lbs 
dependence  of  your  order,  which,  but  for  the  pioiectioa 

our  holy  father  the  Pope,  and  ilie  necessity  of  eoH 
lying  your  valour  in  the  conquest  of  Palestine,  yoa 
>ul(l  long  since  linve  experienced.  Give  them  com- 
3le  success,  and  you  will  be  flung  aside,  as  the  splinten 

a  broken  lance  are  tossed  out  of  the  tilt-yard." 
"  There  may  be  trutli  in  what  you  say,"  said  the  Tem- 
■r,  darkly  smiling  ;  "  but  what  were  our  hopes  ahouM 
a  allies  witlidraw  their  forces,  and  leave  Palestine  io 
c  grasp  of  Saladin  f" 

"  Great  and  assured,"  replied  Conrnde  ;  "the  Spldan 
nild  give  large  provinces  to  maintain  at  his  behest  a 
idy  of  well-appointed  Frankish  lances.  In  Egypt,  in 
Brsia,  an  hundred  such  auxiliaries,  joined  to  his  own  light 
valry,  would  turn  ihe  battle  against  the  most  fearful 
Ids.  This  dependence  would  be  but  for  a  time— per* 
ips  during  the  life  of  this  enterprizing  Soldan — but  'm 
e  East,  empires  arise  like  mushrooms.  Suppose  him 
:ad,  and  us  strengthened  with  a  constant  succession  of 
'ry  and  adventurous  spirits  from  Europe,  what  might 
1  not  liope  to  achieve,  uncontrolled  by  these  monarchic 
lose  dignity  throws  us  at  present  into  tlie  shade — and 
tre  they  to  remain  here  and  succeed  in  this  expedition^ 
luld* willingly  consign  us  forever  to  degradation  and  de» 
ndenco  ?" 

**  You  say  well,  my  Lord  Marquis,"  said  the  Gniid 
aster ;  "  and  your  words  find  an  echo  in  my  bosom- 
it  must  we  be  cautious  ;  Philip  of  France  is  wise  u 
ill  as  valiant." 

"  True,  and  will  be  therefore  the  more  easily  diN«n«3k 
■m  an  expedition,  to  wiiicfa,  in  a  moment.  o(  cmShnMUxni 
o^pn/  by  bis  nobles,  be  rashly  bound  Vvmae^S.    1A»"'« 
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jmloin  of  King  Ricli&rtl,  b»  nimral  cncmj,  tad 
to  return  to  prosecute  plans  of  ambitioii  nearer  lo 
than  Pnlesiine.  Any  fair  pretence  flrill  aeire  hi 
.witlidrawing  from  a  scene,  in  vhich  lie  is  aware 
wasting  ihe  force  of  bis  kingdom." 
-  *'  And  the  Duke  of  Adsina  V  said  the  Tcicph 
•  "  Ob,  touching  the  Duke,"  returned  Conrade, 
■elf-conceit  and  folly  lead  him  to  Ibe  same  cooclusit 
do  Philip's  poliry  and  wisdom.  He  conceives  hii 
God  help  tlie  while,  ungratefully  treated,  because  i 
mouths, — even  those  of  bis  own  minnt-tingen,*- 
filled  with  the  praises  of  King  Richard,  whom  he 
and  hates,  and  in  whose  barm  be  would  rejoice,  like 
nnbrcd  dastardly  curs,  who,  if  the  foremost  of  the  pi 
huTt  by  the  gripe  of  the  wolf,  are  much  more  likely 
aail  the  sufierer  from  behind,  than  to  come  to  his  assist 
— But  wherefore  tell  I  thb  to  thee,  save  to  show  that 
in  sincerity  in  desiring  that  this  league  be  broken  u| 
the  country  freed  of  these  great  manarchs  with 
hosts  i  and  lliou  well  knowcsi,  and  hast  thyself  seen, 
all  the  princes  of  influence  and  power,  one  alone  ei 
ed,  are  eager  to  enter  into  treaty  wiib  the  Soldan/ 
.  "  I  acknowledge  it,"  said  the  Templar  ;  **  he 
blind  that  had  not  seen  this  in  their  last  delibcra 
But  lift  yet  thy  mask  an  inch  higher,  and  tell  me  tb 
reason  for  pressing  upon  the  Council  that  northern 
hshhian,  or  Scot,  or  whatever  you  call  yonder  t 
of  die  Leopard,  to  carry  their  proposals  for  a  trei 
".There  was  a  policy  in  it,"  replied  the  Italian  ; 
.character  of  native  of  Britain  was  sufficient  to  meet 
Saladin  required,  who  knew  him  to  belong  to  the 
of  Richard,  while  his  character  of  Scot,  and  certain 
personal  grudges  which  I  wot  of,  rendered  it  most  un) 
tliat  our  envoy  should,  on  his  return,  bold  any  comi 
XBlion  with  the  sick-bed  of  Richard,  to  whom  his 
ence  was  ever  unacceptable." 
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'*  Oh,  too  fine-spun  policy,"  said  the  Grand  Master  } 
"  trust  me,  that  Italian  spiders'  webs  will  never  bind  this 
UDshorn  Samson^f  the  Isle — well  if  you  can  do  it  with 
new  cords,  and  those  of  the  toughest.  See  you  not  that 
the  envoy  whom  you  have  selected  so  carefully,  hath 
brought  us,  in  this  physician,  the  means  of  restoring  the 
[ion-hearted,  bull-necked  Englishman,  to  prosecute  his 
crusading  enterprize  }  and,  so  soon  as  he  is  able  once 
more  to  rush  on,  wliich  of  the  princes  dare  hold  back  ?— • 
they  must  follow  him  for  very  shame,  although  they  would 
inarch  under  the  banner  of  Satan  as  soon." 

**  Be  content,"  said  Conrade  of  Montserrat ;  ''  era 
iiis  physician,  if  he  work  by  anything  short  of  miraculous 
igency,  can  accomplish  Richard's  cure,  it  may  be  possi- 
ble to  put  some  open  rupture  betwixt  the  Frenchman,  at 
least  the  Austrian,  and  his  allies  of  England,  so  that  the 
breach  shall  be  irreconcilable  ;  and  Richard  may  arise 
from  his  bed,  perhaps  to  command  his  own  native  troops, 
but  never  again,  by  his  sole  energy,  to  wield  the  force  of 
the  whole  Crusade." 

"  Thou  art  a  willing  archer,"  said  the  Templar  ;  "  but, 
Conrade  of  Montserrat,  thy  bow  is  over  slack  to  carry 
in  arrow  to  the  mark." 

He  then  stopt  short,  cast  a  suspicious  glance  to  see 
ifaat  no  one  overheard  him,  and  taking  Conrade  by  the 
hand,  pressed  it  eagerly  as  he  looked  tlic  Italian  in  the 
&ce,  and  repeated  slowly,-—"  Richard  arise  from  his  bed, 
say'st  thou  ? — Conrade,  he  must  never  arise  !" 

The  Marquis  of  Montserrat  started — "  What ! — spoke 
jou  of  Richard  of  England^-of  Cceur  de  Lion — ^tha 
champion  of  Christendom  .'^" 

His  check  turned  pale,  and  his  knees  trembled  as  ha 
ipoke.  The  Templar  looked  at  him,  with  his  iron  visage 
Contorted  into  a  smile  of  contempt. 

**  Know'st  thou  what  thou  look'st  like.  Sir  Conrade, 
U  this  moment  ?   Not  like  the  politic  and  valiant  Marquis 
kf  Montserrat — not  like  him  who  would  direct  the  Coun- 
cil of  Princes,  and  determine  the  fate  o(  e\u^\ie%-AMX 
IS    roL.  a. 


purpose.  Hut,  blessed  Mary  i'weitaUll 
of  all  Europe,  the  m&ledictioi]  of  ererji 
Pi^  on  his  throne  to  the  very  beggar  at ' 
who,  ragged  and  leprous,  in  the  last  eztr 
wretchedness,  slinll  bless  liiinself  lliat  lie 
Amaury,  nor  Convnile  of  .Moniserrat." 

"  If  tliou  takcst  ittiius,"  said  the  Gra 
the  same  cumpo^tircnliicli  rlmractcrizot: 
this  reniarkaltlu  tli:ilo^iie,  "  let  us  hold  tl 
passed  bciivcen  iis — iliat  u  u  have  Sjiokvi 
liave  awakened,  and  the  vision  is  gone." 

"  It  never  csn  depart,"  answered  Coi 

"  Vi»ons  of  ducal  crowns  and  kingl 
indeed,  somewhat  tenacious  of  tlicir  plact 
lion,"  replied  the  Grand  Master. 

"  Well,"  answered  Conrade,  "  let  m 
break  peace  between  Austria  and  Kngla 

They  parted. — Conrade  rema-ned  stai 
the  spot,  and  watching  the  flowing  whi 
Templar,  as  Ite  stalked  slowly  away,  am 
appeared  amid  the  fast-ainking  darkness 
night.  Proud,  ambitious,  nnscrupidous. 
Marquis  of  Moutserrat  was  vet  not  cruel 
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ire  !  Wlio  would  have  tliouglit  tin's  stern  ascetic 
nd  Master,  whose  whole  fortuhe  and  misfortune  is 
ged  in  that  of  his  order,  would  be  willing  to  do  more 
its  advancement,  than  1  wlio  labour  for  my  own  inter- 
*  To  check  this  wild  crusade  was  my  motive,  indeed, 
I  durst  not  think  on  the  ready  mode  which  this  de- 
lined  priest  has  dared  to  suggest — ^yet  it  is  the  surest 
erhaps  even  the  safest." 

urh  were  the  Marquis's  mcditJitions,  when  his  mutter- 
loliloquy  was  broken  by  a  voice  from  a  little  distance, 
:h  proclaimed  with  the  omphalic  tone  of  an  herald,-— 
emcmber  the  Holy  Sqnilcbre  !" 
'he  exhortation  was  echoed  from  post  to  post,  for  it 
the  duty  of  the  sentinels  to  raise  this  cry  from  time 
me  upon  their  periodical  watch,  that  the  host  of  the 
iadcrs  inight  always  have  in  their  remembrance  the 
)ose  of  their  being  in  arms.  But  though  Conrade 
famih'ar  with  the  custom,  and  had  heard  the  warning 
e  on  all  former  occasions  as  a  matter  of  habit,  yet  it 
e  at  tlie  present  moment  so  strongly  in  contact  with 
o^n  train  of  thought,  that  it  seemed  a  voice  from 
iven  warning  him  against  the  iniquity  which  his  heart 
litated.  He  looked  .around  anxiously,  as  if,  hke  the 
iarch  of  old,  though  from  very  different  circumstances, 
vas  expecting  some  ram  caught  in  a  thicket — some 
ititution  for  the  sacrifice,  which  his  comrade  proposed 
ITer,  not  to  the  Supreme  Being,  but  to  the  Moloch  of 
r  own  ambition.  As  he  looked,  the  broad  folds  of 
ensign  of  England,  heavily  distending  itself  to  the  fail- 
night-breeze,  caught  his  eye.  It  was  displayed  upon 
artificial  monnd,  nearly  in  the  midst  of  the  camp, 
:ii  perhaps  of  old  some  Hebrew  chief  or  champion 
chosen  as  a  memorial  of  his  place  of  rest.  If  so, 
name  was  now  forgotten,  and  the  crusaders  had  chris- 
d  it  St.  George's  Mount,  because  from  that  coro- 
ding  height  the  banner  of  England  was  superem- 
tly  displayed,  as  if  an  emblem  of  sovere\^\\V^  o\ex  ^^ 
J  distlo^uislied^  ooblCf  and  even  royoX  CYisigEi^^  ^\itf^ 
9dia  lower  m      'if. 
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A  quick  intellect  like  that  of  Connde  eitdi 
fexn  Uie  glance  of  a  nnoinent.  A  w^Ie  hx)l 
•landard  seeracd  to  dispel  the  uncertKtnij  of  mn 
had  affected  him.  He  .walked  to  bis  ptTilion 
biBty  and  determined  step  of  one  who  has  adopti 
which  he  is  resolved  to  achieve,  dismissed  tb 
priaccljr  train  who  waited  to  attend  him,  and,  aa 
mitted  himself  to  liis  courh,  mutteredlus  amende 
tion,  that  the  milder  means  are  to  be  tried  b 
more  desperale  are  resorted  to. 

"  To-morrow,"  he  satd,  "  I  sit  at  the  boaj 
Arch-Duke  of  Austria — we  will  see  what  cao  bi 
advance  our  purpose,  before  prosecuting  the  d 
geniona  of  this  Templar." 


CHAPTER  XI. 


EaTy,  ifau  ftilluu 

Ai  oann  (ho  l>iDe-bDuiid  «  Ihe  raeburk'i  tnea, 

tBull  puJI  Ibsin  dcmn  carh  m. 

Sm  David  Li>Dut. 

Leopold,  Grand  Duke  of  Austria,  was  the  f 
sessor  of  tliat  noble  cowntry  to  whom  the  princi 
belonged.  He  had  been  raised  to  ilic  ducal  swn 
German  empire,  on  account  of  his  near  relatio 
the  Emperor,  Henry  the  Stem,  and  held  under 
emmcnt  the  finest  provinces  which  are  waterec 
Dannbe.  His  character  has  been  stained  in  hisi 
account  of  one  action  of  violence  and  perfidy,  wbi 
out  of  these  very  transactions  in  llie  Holy  Land  ; 
l/ie  shame  of  having  m&de  Richard  a  prisoner,  ^ 

ntntntfA  thiou^  \ns  &ottn™otA^unbUKQj^«&  « 
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iilsp,  was  not  one  wliidi  flowed  from  Ijcopold's  naluntl 
isposition.  IIu  was  railinr  a  weak  nnd  a  rain,  than  tn 
rnbittous or  tjrannical  prince.  His  tnemal  powers  rcsem^ 
led  the  qiiulitius  of  liJs  p(;rso!i.  He  was  tall,  strong, 
id  linndsome,  with  n  complexion  in  which  red  iidcI 
hitc  were  strongly  contrnstcd,  and  had  long  flowing 
<;fcs  or  fiiir  Imir.  Bnt  there  was  an  awkwardness  in  his 
(it,  whirh  seemed  an  if  his  size  was  not  animated  by 
icrey  stillicient  to  put  in  motion  such  a  mass  ;  and  in 
le  same  manner,  wearing  the  richest  dresses,  it  alwaya 
!cmcd  as  if  tlicv  became  him  not.  As  a  prince,  he 
^penreil  too  little  fainihar  with  his  own  dignity,  and  bei:^ 
ftcn  at  a  loss  liow  to  ?.Bsert  his  authority  when  the  oe- 
iston  demanded  it,  he  frequently  thought  himself  obliged 
>rcr'oviT,  by  acts  and  expressjons  of  ill-timed  violence, 
he  i^roaiid  which  might  h;ive  been  easily  and  gracefully 
)aintaiiir-d  liy  a  little  more  presence  of  mind  in  tlic  be- 
inning  of  tlie  controversy. 

Not  only  were  these  deficiencies  visible  to  others,  but 
le  Arch-Duke  himself  could  not  but  sometimes  enter- 
in  a  painful  consclonsncss  that  be  was  not  altogetlicr 

to  maintain  and  assert  the  high  rank  which  he  had 
squired  ;  and  to  this  was  joined  the  strong,  and  somc- 
nes  the  jttst  suspicion,  that  others  esteemed  him  lightly 
;cordingIy. 

When  he  first  joined  the  crusade,  whh  a  most  princely 
lendance,  I^opold  had  de=Irod  nnicli  to  enjoy  the  fricnd- 
ip  and  intimacy  of  Richard,  and  had  made  such  advan- 
's  towards  cnltivatlng  his  rc;;ard,  ns  the  King  of  England 
'^ht,  in  p^Iicy,  to  have  received  and  anwered.  But 
o  Arch-Diilie,  though  not  dcfM-ienl  in  bravery,  was  so 
Riiilely  inferior  to  Coeur  dc  I-ion  in  that  ardour  of  mind 
hich  wooeil  danger  as  a  bride,  that  the  King  very  soon 
sld  .him  in  a  certain  degree  of  contempt.     Richard  also, 

a  Normaji  Prince,  a  people  with  whom  temperance  was 
iliitual,  despised  the  inclination  of  the  (Jcrman  for  the 
casures  of  the  tnlilc,  and  particularly  bis  li!icraHft<M- 
»ncc  in  the  use  of  hhic.     For  thiJse,a\viti'A\tx  ^'.iso\nA 
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reuoiM,  thf  Kinf;  or  England  very  soon  loa4ted  HpM 
AustrisB  Prince  with  feolings  of  contempt,  which  he 
al  no  pains  to  conceal  or  modify,  and  whtcbt  lh»e 
were  speedily  remarked,  and  returned  with  deep  hi 
by  the  Euspicious  Leopold.  Tlie  discord  beiweeo  I 
was  fanned  fay  the  secret  and  politic  arts  af  Riil 
France,  one  of  the  most  sagacious  monarrba  of  the  I 
who,  dreading  the  6ery  and  overbearing  cbaracu 
Richard,  considering  him  as  his  natural  rival,  and  fe 
ofiended  moreover,  at  the  dictatorial  manner  la  whici 
a  vassal  of  France  for  Iiis  continental  domains,  oondu 
faiinself  towards  his  liege  lord,  endeavoured  to  sires 
«D  his  own  party,  and  weaken  that  of  Richard,  by  i 
iag  the  crusading  princes  of  inferior  degree,  ia  reaiM 
to  what  he  termed  tlio  usurping  aiiihority  of  the  KL 
England.  Such  was  the  state  of  politics  and  opii 
entertained  by  the  Arch-Duke  of  Austria,  when  Cob 
of  Montscrrat  resolved  upon  employing  his  jealoui 
England  as  the  means  of  dissolving,  or  loosenio 
least,  the  league  of  the  cnisadcrs. 

The  time  which  he  cliose  for  hb  visit  was  noon, 
the  pretence,  to  present  the  Arch-Duke  with  i 
choice  Cyprus  wine  which  had  lately  fallen  intc 
hands,  and  disrnss  its  comparative  merits  with  thix 
Hungarj-  and  of  llie  Rhine.  An  intimation  of  his 
pose  was  of  course  answered  by  a  courteous  iovitatk 
partake  of  the  Arch-ducal'  meal,  and  every  eflbri 
used  to  render  it  fitting  the  splendour  of  a  soverei^  pri 
Yet,  tlie  refined  lasle  of  the  Italian  saw  more  cumb 
profiision,  than  elegance  or  spk-ndonr,  in  the  displi 
provisions  under  wliich  tlie  hor.rd  gruaned. 

The  Germans,  though  still  possessing  ijie  martial 
frank  character  of  their  ancestors,  who  subdued  llie  Ro 
empire,  had  retained  wiihal  no  slisiht  tinge  of  their  ba 
rism.  The  practices  and  principles  of  chivalry  wen 
Mtried  to  such  a  nice  pitch  amount  tlicm,  as  amongit 
French  and  English  knights,  nor  uerc  ilicy  strict  ofas 
ers  of  the  prescv\\»cdiw\e=.ia\»icwi\,\vliicji  among  li 
nations  were  supvoseAwjc».'^T'i&s'\\e\\tiv\ffl.^&««fiMi 
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^tmg  St  the  table  at  tlie  Arch-Duke,  Coonde  was  at 
nee  stunned  and  amused,  with  the  clang  of  Teutonic 
ounds  assaulting  his  cars  on  all  sides,  notwithstaniling 
he  solemnity  of  a  princely  banquet.  Their  dress  seem- 
id  equally  fiintaBtic  to  liim,  many  of  tlie  Austrian  nobles 
etaiuing  their  long  beards,  and  almost  all  of  them  wear- 
ag  short  jerkins  of  various  colours,  cut,  and  flourished, 
ad  fringed,  in  a  manner  not  common  in  Western  Europe. 

Numbers  of  dependants,  old  and  young,  attended  in 
he  pavilion,  mingled  at  times  in  the  converaation,  receir- 
id  from  their  masters  the  relics  of  the  entertainment,  and 
loroured  them  u  they  stood  behind  the  backs  of  the 
iOmpany.  Jesters,  dwarfs,  and  minstrels,  were  there  in 
BHuna)  numbers,  and  more  noisy  and  intruuve  than  Ihey 
nre  permitted  to  be  in  better  regulated  society.  As 
htf  were  allowed  to  sfaare  freely  in  the  wine,  which  flow- 
id  round  in  large  quantities,  (heir  licensed  tumult  ww 
be  more  excessive. 

All  this  while,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  clamour  and  coii« 
usion,  which  would  better  have  become  a  German  tavern 
luring  a  fair  than  the  tent  of  a  sovereign  prince,  the 
Irch-Duke  was  waited  upon  with  a  minuteness  of  form 
■d  obserrance,  which  showed  how  anxious  he  was  to 
iiaintain  rigidly  the  state  and  character  to  which  his 
ilevaUon  had  enlided  him.  He  was  served  on  the  knee, 
nd  only  by  pages  of  noble  blood,  fed  upon  plate  of  sil- 
vr,  and  drank  his  Tokay  and  Rhenish  wines  from  a  cup 
i  gold.  His  ducal  manUe  was  splendidly  adorned  with 
imine,  his  coronet  might  have  equalled  in  value  a  royal 
town,  and  his  feet,  cased  in  velvet  shoes,  (the  length  of 
rbich,  peaks  included,  might  be  two  feet,)  rested  upon 
footstool  of  solid  silver.  But  it  served  partly  to  intimate 
le  character  of  the  man,  that,  although  desirous  to  show 
ttenUon  to  the  Marquis  of  Montaerrat,  whom  he  had 
ourteously  placed  at  his  ri^ht  hand,  he  gave  much  more 
f  his  attention  to  his  tprueh-ipreeker,  that  is,  his  man  of 
onversation,  or  laycr  of  layingi,  who  stood  behind  tho 
lake's  right  shoulder. 
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Illie  penonagc  was  wel)  attired,  in  &  cloak  find  doublet 
of  black  velvet,  the  last  of  which  was  decsnied  wiik 
various  silver  and  gold  coins,  stitched  upoa  ii,  in  mciMij 
of  the  niuniticent  princes  who  had  coDferred  tbeia,  uid 
bearing  a  short  staff,  to  which  alao  bunches  of  nhrer  edM 
were  attached  by  rings,  which  he  jingted  by  way  of 
attracting  attention,  when  he  was  about  to  say  anyibiai 
which  he  judged  worthy  of  it.  This  person's  capad^ 
in  tlie  houseliold  of  the  Arch-Duke,  wis  somewhat  hi- 
twixt  diat  of  a  minstrel  and  a  counseUor ;  ho  was  by  tuni 
a  flatterer,  a  poet,  and  an  orator,  and  those  wbo  dewed 
to  be  well  with  tlie  Duke,  generally  studied  to  gUB  Al 
good-will  of  the  Mpruck-tprtclur. 

Lest  too  much  of  this  officer's  wisdom  should  htmw 
tiresome,  the  Duke's  oiher  aboulder  was  occupied  by  la 
haff-narr,  or  court  jester,  called  Jonas  Scbwanker,  «!■ 
made  almost  as  mucli  noise  with  bis  fools-cap,  beUa,  nl 
bauble,  as  did  tlie  orator,  or  man  of  talk,  widi  his  jii^^f 
baton. 

These  two  personages  direw  out  grave  and  comic 
sense  alMmately,  while  tlieir  master,  laughing  or  af^ilaa^ 
ing  diem  hintself,  yet  carefully  watched  the  countenaatf 
of  his  noble  guest,  to  discern  what  impressions  w  Mr 
conifrlislicd  a  ravalier  received  from  diis  display  of  Awt 
trian  eloquence  and  wit.  It  Is  hard  to  say  whether  ika 
man  of  wisdom  or  the  man  of  folly  contributed  motf  # 
the  amusement  of  the  party,  or  stood  highest  in  the  cAt 
mation  of  tlicir  princely  master ;  but  the  sallies  of  hoik 
seemed  excellently  well  received.  Sometimes  tliey  h0> 
came  rivals  for  the  conversation,  and  clanged  their  flsf 
pers  in  emulation  of  each  other,  with  a  most  alamiif 
contention ;  but,  in  general,  they  seemed  on  such  good 
terms,  and  so  accustomed  to  support  cacli  other's  play, 
tliat  the  tprueh'tprecker  often  condescended  to  folkM 
up  the  jester's  witticisms  with  an  explanation,  to  reodv 
them  more  obvious  to  ilie  capacity  of  the  audience  |  ■ 
that  his  tvi:<[|om  became  a  sort  of  commentary  oa  ihi 
buiFooa's  Colly.      \n<\  »iva«.\\\vv<:^.  In  tec^nital,  ilie  k^. 
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■srr,  with  a  pitliy  jest,  wound  up  the  eoiiclusioo  of  tho 
>rator's  tedious  harnngue. 

Whatever  liis  real  sentiinenls  might  be,  Conrade  took 
especial  care  that  his  countenance  siiould  express  nothing 
lut  satisfaction  with  what  he  heard,  and  smiled  or  ap- 
plauded as  sealously,  to  nil  appearance,  as  the  Arch- 
Duke  himself,  at  the  solemn  folly  of  the  tpntch-ipreeher, 
uid  the  gibbering  wit  of  the  fool.  In  fact,  he  watched 
:arefu]ly  until  tlie  one  or  other  should  introduce  sooio 
»pic,  favourable  to  the  purpose  which  was  uppermost 
□  his  mind. 

It  was  not  long  ere  the  King  of  England  was  brought 
HI  the  carpet  by  the  jester,  who  had  been  accustomed 
lo  consider  Dickon  of  the  Broom  (which  irreverent  epi- 
thet he  substituted  for  Richard  Plantagenet)  as  a  subject 
of  mirth,  acceptable  and  inexhaustible.  The  orator,  in- 
deed, was  sileut,  and  it  was  only  when  applied  to  by  Con- 
rade,  that  he  observed,  "Tlie  genitta,  or  broom-plant, 
was  an  emblem  of  humility  ;  aniTit  would  Lc  well  wlieD- 
those  who  wore  it  would  remember  the  warning." 

The  allusion  to  tlie  illustrious  badge  of  Plantagenet 
iraa  thus  rendered  sufficiently  manifest,  and  Jonas  Schwan- 
Inr  observed,  that  they  who  humbled  themselves  had 
been  exalted  with  a  vengeance. 

"  Honour  unto  whom  honour  is  due,"  answered  the 
Marquis  of  Montserrat ;  "  we  have  all  had  some  part 
a  these  marches  and  battles,  and  methinka  other  prin- 
ies  might  share  a  little  in  tlie  renown  which  Richard 
iT  Engrand  engrosses  amongst  minstrels  and  minne-tin^- 
Tt.  lias  no  one  of  the  Joyeuse  science  here  present  a 
ong  in  praise  of  the  royal  Arcli-Duke  of  Austria,  otir 
irinrely  entertainer  ?" 

Three  minstrels  emulously  stepped  forward  with  voice 
nd  harp.  Two  were  silenced  with  difficulty  by  the 
^ruch-ipreeher,  who  seemed  to  act  as  master  of  the 
erela,  and  a  hearing  was  at  length  procured  for  tlie  poet 
irefened,  who  sung,  in  high  German,  stanzas  wlucU  nv^.'^ 
•  thus  translated  .^— 


I4S  -  TAi-Bi  n  TUB  cnrMSEits* 

What  fanve  thint  riwD  hMd  tbi  tarm. 
When  the  nd-cna*  kginw  gBlliCT.t 

BcM  uf  bonemcB,  bed  sf  bono, 
Higboi  bcail  ami  lurett  frubcr. 

Here  (he  orator,  jingling  his  stafT,  inteinipted  the  1 
to  intimate  to  the  party,  whw,  they  mi^ht  not  have  Inle 
from  the  description,  that  their  royal  host  nas  the  f 
indicated,  and  a  full  crowned  goblet  went  round  U 
acclamation — Hock  lebe  der  Uerzog  Leopold,  Anc 
■tanu  folion-ed. 

Aik  not  AnMrin  wti^^  miiM  pniK«i, 


"  The  eagle,"  said  the  espoimder  of  dark  say: 
**  is  tlic  cogiii7.ance  of  our  noble  lord  llic  Arch-Dul 
of  his  royal  Grace,  I  tvoiild  say — and  the  eagle  fliei 
highest  and  nearest  to  tlic  sun  of  all  the  feathered  i 
tion." 

"  The  lion  hath  taken  a  spring  above  the  eagle," 
Conrade,  carelessly. 

"  The  Arch-Duke  reddened,  and  fixed  liis  eyes  oi 
speaker,  while  the  cprnth-sprerhcr  answered,  afi 
minute's  consideration,  "  The  Lord  Marquis  will  pa 
mc — a  lion  cannot  fly  above  an  eagle,  because  no 
hath  (;ot  wings." 

"  Except  tlie  lion  of  Saint  Mark,"respon(ledtheje 

"  That  is  ibe  Venetian's  banner,"  said  the  Duke ;  ' 
assuredly,  thai  ainpliibious  race,  half  nobles,  half  i 
chants,  will  not  dare  to  place  their  rank  iu  eoinpai 
with  ours." 

"  Nay,  it  was  not  of  the  Venetian  lion  that  I  spo! 
said  the  Marquis  of  Montscrrat ;  "  hut  of  the  three  I 
passant  of  England — formerly,  it  is  said,  tbcy  were  Ii 
nrds,  but  now  they  are  become  lions  at  all  poinb, 
must  lake  precedence  of  beast,  lisli,  or  fowl,  or  vroe  w 
the  gain-slandct." 


"  Mean  you  seriousljr>  mjr  lord  ?"  said  the  Austriani 
3W  considerably  flushed  with  wine }  '^  think  you  that 
Lichard  of  England  asserts  any  preeminence  over  the 
ee  sovereigns  who  have  been  his  voluntary  allies  in  tliis 
rusadc  ?" 

^'  I  know  not  but  from  circumstances,"  answered  Con- 
ide  ;  ^'  yonder  hangs  his  banner  alone  in  the  midst  of 
jr  camp,  as  if  he  were  king  and  generalissimo  of  our 
hole  Christian  army.'' 

*^  And  do  you  endure  this  so  patiently,  and  speak  of 
so  coldly  ?"  said  the  Arch-Duke, 

"  Nay,  n)y  lord,"  answered  Conrade,  "  it  cannot  con- 
3rn  the  poor  Marquis  of  Montserrat  to  contend  against 
1  injury,  patiently  submitted  to  by  such  potent  princes 
I  Philip  of  France  and  Leopold  of  Austria.  What  dis-' 
Dnour  you  are  pleased  to  submit  to,  cannot  be  a  di»- 
pace  to  me." 

Leopold  closed  his  fist,  and  struck  on  the  table  with 
olencc. 

*^  I  have  told  Philip  of  this,"  he  said  ;  *M  have  often 
lid  him  that  it  was  our  duty  to  protect  the  inferior  prin- 
Bs  against  the  usurpation  of  this  islander — but  he  an- 
vers  me  ever  with  cold  respects  of  their  relations  to- 
ether  as  suzerain  and  vassal,  and  that  it  were  impolitic 
I  bim  to  make  an  open  breach  at  this  time  and  period." 

*^  The  world  knows  that  Philip  is  wise,"  said  Conrade, 
and  will  judge  his  submission  to  be  policy. — Yours, 
ly  lord,  you  can  yourself  alone  account  for ;  but  I  doubt 
3t  you  have  deep  reasons  for  submitting  to  English  dom- 
ation." 

"  /submit !"  said  Leopold,  indignantly — "  /,lhc  Arcb- 
*uke  of  Austria,  so  important  and  vital  a  limb  of  the 
Loly  Ronian  empire — I  submit  myself  to  this  King  of 
&1f  an  island — this  grandson  of  a  Norman  bastard  !— 
o,  by  Henvcn  !  Tiie  camp,  and  all  Christendom,  shall 
•e  timt  I  know  how  to  rij»;ht  myself,  and  whether  I  yield 
r-ound  one  inch  to  the  English  ban-dog. — Up,  my  l\vi^c% 
kd  merry-men,  up  and  follow  me  1  We  v{\\\ — ^3lV\^  >\n»\ 
Ukmt  iomng  oae  iastani — place  the  ca^e  ol  N^)^'5XVw^% 
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iriiere  she  shall  float  ss  bigh  is  ever  floated  ll 

UDce  of  king  or  caiur." 

With  thst  he  started  from  bii  seit,  and,  an 
tumultiious  cheering  of  his  guests  and  follone 
for  the  door  of  the  pavilion,  and  seized  his  om 
which  stood  pitched,  before  iL 

"  Nay,  tny  lord,"  said  Conrade,  afiecting  to  i 
"k  will  blemish  your  irisdora  to  make  an  ailr 
carap  at  this  hour,  and  perhaps  it  is  better  to  i 
the  usurpation  of  England  a  little  longer  than  to 

"  Not  an  hour — not  a  moment  longer,"  m 
the  Duke ;  and,  with  the  banner  in  his  hand,  an 
ed  by  his  shouting  guests  and  attendants,  march 
fy  to  the  centra]  mount,  from  which  tlie  banner 
4and  floated,  and  laid  his  hand  on  the  standard- 
if  to  pluck  it  from  (he  ground. 

"  My  master,  my  dear  master !"  said  Jonas 
ker,  throwing  his  arms  about  the  Duke — "  take 
lions  have  teetli " 

"And  eagles  have  claws!"  said  the  Duke,  i 
quishing  his  hold  on  the  banner-staiT,  yet  be^ 
pull  it  from  the  ground. 

The  speaker  of  sentences,  notwithstanding  s 
bis  occupation,  had  nevertheless  some  intervals 
sense.  He  clashed  liis  staff  loudly,  and  Leopi 
by  habit,  turned  his  head  tovrardG  his  man  of  coi 

"  The  eagle  is  king  among  the  fowls  of  the  a! 
thf*pruch~tprccAtr,  "  as  is  the  lion  among  the  I 
the  6eld — each  has  his  dominion,  separated  as 
.  England  and  Germany — do  thou,  noble  eagle 
honour  to  the  princely  lion,  but  k>t  your  banner: 
floating  in  peace  side  by  side." 

Leopold  withdrew  his  hand  from  the  banner-S|) 
looked  round  for  Conrade  of  Montserrat,  but  he 
not ;  for  the  Marquis,  so  soon  as  he  saw  tl 
rhief  afoot,  had  withdrawn  himself  from  the  crow* 
care,  in  the  first  place,  to  express  before  severa 
|iersonBbitregcet,vhallbeAxch-Duke  should  bav< 
tlie  hours  a&et  &uawi  ta  vi«a%«  «a-)  ■«vxe.\^  '^ 
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gilt  think  he  had  a  right  to  complain.  Not  seeing  his 
est,  to  whom  he  wished  more  particularly  to  have 
dressed  himself,  the  Arch-Duke  said  aloud,  that  having 
wish  to  breed  dissension  in  the  army  of  the  Cross,  ho 
1  but  vindicate  his  own  privileges  and  right  to  stand, 
on  an  equality  with  the  King  of  England,  without  do- 
ing, as  he  might  have  done,  to  advance  his  banner, 
licii  he  derived  from  emperors,  his  progenitors,  above 
It  of  a  mere  descendant  of  the  Counts  of  Anjou ;  and, 
the  meantime,  he  commanded  a  cask  of  wine  to  be 
3ught  hither  and  pierced,  for  regaling  the  bystanders, 
to,  with  tuck  of  dium  and  sound  of  music,  qtiafTcd 
my  a  carouse  round  the  Austrian  standard.  This  dis- 
Jcrly  scene  was  not  acted  without  a  degree  of  noise, 
lich  alarmed  the  whole  camp. 

The  critical  hour  had  arrived,  at  which  the  physician, 
i^ording  to  the  rules  of  his  art,  had  predicted  that  his 
.'al  patient  might  be  awakened  with  safety,  and  tho 
>ngc  had  been  applied  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  leech 
d  not  made  many  observations  ere  he  assured  the  baron 
Gilsland  that  the  fever  had  entirely  left  his  sovereign, 
i  that  such  was  the  happy  strength  of  his  constitution, 
.vould  not  be  even  necessary,  as  in  most  cases,  to  give 
ccond  dose  of  the  powerful  medicine.  Richard  him- 
f  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  for,  sitting  up  and 
jbing  his  eyes,  he  demanded  of  De  Vauk  what  present 
n  of  money  was  in  tlie  royal  coffers. 
The  baron  could  notexactly  inform  him  of  the  amount* 
**  It  matters  not,"  said  Richard ;  "  be  it  greater  or 
laller,  bestow  it  all  on  this  learned  leech,  who  hath,  I 
1st,  given  me  back  again  to  the  service  of  the  crusade, 
it  be  less  than  a  thousand  byzants,  let  him  have  jewcli 
make  it  up." 

**  I  sell  not  the  wisdom  with  which  Allah  has  endowed 
3,"  answered  the  Arabian  physician ;  **  and  be  it  known 
you,  great  Prince,  that,  the  divine  medicine,  of  which  yoy 
ve  partaken,  would  lose  its  effects  in  my  unworthy  hands, 
1  1  exchange  its  virtues  eitlier  for  gpld  ot  d\u\w(yci&ik^^ 
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"Tlic  Physician  rerust-ili  a  gratuity  !"  aaidDeVaux 
to  liiiiiscir.  "  Tliis  is  more  cxtrjordiuarjr  than  bis  being 
an  liundred  years  old." 

"  Thomas  de  Vaiix,"  said  Richard,  "  thou  knowcst  do 
(OurHgc  i>iit  what  bclonj^s  to  the  suord,  no  bounty  aod 
v-rtuQ  bill  vvbnt  are  used  in  cilivitlry — I  tell  llicc  that  tbii 
AIooi-,  ill  his  iiidependeucc,  itii^hi  set  an  esamplc  lo  ilicm 
who  accoiiiit  ihcinselves  ihe  Honor  of  kiii^btbood." 

"  It  is  reward  enough  Tor  iiic,"  said  tliu  Moor,  foldir; 
liis  arms  oil  liisbositni,  and  niaiiitaiittcg  an  atiiiiide&i  om 
resnceiful  and  dignified,  "  thai  so  groat,  a  King  as  Hx 
Molceli  liic^siiould  thus  sj'eak  of  his  sei'vant. — Dui  no*, 
let  mc  firny  you  again  to  coin))usc  yourself  on  \ca 
cniicli ;  for  though  1  think  there  needs  no  fanhcr  reprf- 
lion  of  [he  divine  diaiighl,  ycl  injury  w.igbt  ensue  from  iff 
loo  early  exertion,  crc  your  streiigili  be  entirely  restored.' 

"  1  must  obey  thee,  Hakim,"  said  tlie  King  ;  "  vet  U- 
iieve  ino  uiy  bosom  feels  so  free  fiom  tlic  wnsling  Cre, 
wliieh  for  so  many  days  bath  scorrbod  it,  lliat  I  care  at 
how  soon  f  expose  ii  to  a  hrave  man's  lancc. — Bui  harll 
nbal  mean  these  shouts,  and  that  distant  music,  in  ibt 
camp?    Go, Thomas  de  Vaux,  and  make  inquiry." 

"  It  is  the  Arch- Duke  Leopold,"  said  de  Vaux,  rctuiih 
ing  after  u  minute's  absence,  "  ubo  ni&kcs  nitli  bis  fOt- 
compantons  some  procession  through  ihc  camp." 

" The  drimkcn  fool !"  exclHimed  Klii^  Ridiard,  "ca 
be  nol  keep  his  brutal  inebriety  wiiliin  ibc  veil  of  In 
pavilion,  that  he  must  needs  show  his  shame  to  nil  Cbrii- 
tendoni  ? — What  say  you.  Sir  HarQuis?"  he  added,  ad- 
dressing;  himself  to  Conrnde  of  Montserrai,  who  atibtf 
niomeui  entered  ilie  tcni. 

"Thus  niueh,  honoured  Prince,"  answered  the  Mu* 
qnis,  "  that  I  delight  lo  see  your  Majesty  so  well,  andn 
far  recovered ;  and  thai  is  a  lonp  speech  for  any  joe  a 
make  who  has  partakeu  of  the  Diikc  of  Austria's  hoi 
pitalily." 

"  What  !  you  have  been  dining  wiili  ibc  Tetitonc 
winc-skiii,"  said  x\\»;  mowMtV\-,  "  und  whai  frolic  hubi 
found  out  to  caHEc  ;).\\  i\C\s.  (vw-w^o^i-^iit.  ■*     '\^x>&\^Si 
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Coorade,  I  Iiave  slill  helil  you  so  good  n  reveller,  that  I 
wonder  nt  your  quitting  the  game." 

De  Vatix,  who  had  got  a  little  behind  the  kins,  now 
evened  himself,  by  look  and  si^n,  to  make  the  Marquis 
understand  itiat  he  slioiild  say  nolliing  to  Richard  of  what 
nas  p3S!iing  without,  lliit  Conrade  understood  not,  or 
heeded  not,  the  prohil)ition. 

"  Wliai  ihe  Arcii-Diike  does,"  he  said,  "  is  of  little 
consequence  to  any  one,  least  of  all  to  liiniself,  sinco 
lie  probably  knows  not  what  he  is  acting — yet,  to  say 
trutli,  it  is  a  gambol,  I  should  not  like  to  share  in,  since 
)ie  is  pulling  down  the  banner  o(  Enrjand  fiom  Saint 
George's  Mount  in  tlic  centre  of  ilie  camp  yonder,  and 
displaying  his  own  in  its  stead." 

"  What  say's!  thou  ?"  exchimed  the  King,  in  a  tone 
wbicli  ini;-ht  have  waked  tiie  dead. 

"  Nay,"  said  the  Marrjiiis,  "  let  it  not  chafe  your 
Highness,  tliat  a  fool  should  act  according  to  his  folly — " 
"  Speak  not  to  ine,"  said  Richard,  springing  from  his 
coucli,  and  casting  on  his  clothes  with  a  despatch  which 
•ccmed  marvellous — "  spca'i;  not  to  mc,  I^ord  Marquis  ! 
— De  Mutton,  I  command  thee  speak  not  a  word  to  nic 
— he  tliat  breathes  but  a  syllable,  is  no  friend  to  Richard 
Plantagenei. — Hakim,  be  silent,  I  charge  thee  !" 

All  this  while  the  King  was  hastily  clothing  himself,  and, 
with  the  last  word,  snatched  hts  sword  from  the  pillar  of 
the  tent,  and  without  any  other  weapon,  or  calhng  any 
•liendunee,  he  rushed  out  of  his  pavilion.  Conrade,  hold- 
ing up  his  hands,  as  if  in  astonish meni,  seemed  willing  to 
enter  into  conversation  with  De  Vaux,  but  Sir  Thomas 
pushed  rudely  past  him,  and  calling  to  one  of  the  royal 
equerries,  said  hastily, — "  Fly  to  Lord  Salisbur)'s qnar- 
s  ten,  and  let  him  get  his  men  together,  and  follow  me 
.  instnjitly  to  Saint  George's  Mount.  Tell  him  ihc  King's 
fever  has  left  his  blood,  and  settled  in  his  brain." 

Imperfectly  heard,  nud  still  more  Impcrrecllv  compre- 
•  bended,  by  the  startled  attendant  whom  De  Vaux  address- 
:    ed  thus  hastily,  the  equerry  and  his  feWow-scTvttnV^o'i'^'^ 
/vjrml  chamber  nshed  liaslHy  into  the  tcnU  ot  Av^  w^^^ 
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bouring  nobDiiy,  and  quickly  Bpread  an  alarm,  ai  g 
as  titg  cniTEC  seemed  vague,  (lirough  tiie  whole  J 
forces.  Tlic  English  soltlicrs,  nukud  in  alarm  fjoi 
noon-dtiy  rest  wliicli  tlie  heat  of  tlie  climate  had 
tbein  lo  enjoy  as  a  luxury,  hastily  asked  each  odi 
cause  of  the  tumult,  mid,  uliltout  waiting  ao  answei 
plied,  by  die  force  of  thuir  onii  fancy,  the  waat  of 
ination.  Soidc  suid  llie  Saracens  were  in  the  camp 
llmt  the  King's  life  was  aticmptud,  some  tliai  he  lu 
of  tlie  fever  the  [Mccediiig  ni|;lit,  many  titat  be  n 
sassinatcd  by  the  Duke  of  Austria.  The  nobI< 
ofEcers,  at  an  equal  loss  niili  the  common  iiica  to 
tain  tlie  real  cause  of  the  disorder,  laboured  only 
their  fullowers  under  arins  and  under  authority,  le< 
rashness  should  occasion  some  great  niisforttinc 
crusading  army.  The  EnglJsli  trumpets  sotindec 
shrill,  and  con  tin  ti  on  sly.  The  alariu-cry  of  "  Bot 
bills — bows  and  bills,"  was  heard  from  quarter  to 
tcr,  again  and  again  shouted,  and  again  aud  again  ai 
cd  by  the  presence  of  the  ready  warriors,  and 
national  invocation,  "  Saint  George  for  merry  Eng 

The  alarm  went  diraugh  tlie  nearest  quarter 
cainp,  and  mcnofall  the  various  nations  assembled,  i 
perhaps,  every  people  In  Christeodcm  had  tlicir 
scntativcs,  (lew  to  arms,  and  drew  together  uiid 
cmnstanccs  of  general  coufusiou,  of  wliich  thcy 
neither  the  cause  nor  the  object.  It  was,  honevcr, 
amid  a  scene  so  threatening,  tliat  tlie  Eurl  of  Sali 
while  he  hurried  after  Ue  Vaux's  summnns,  with 
oalyofthe  readiest  English  men-at-arms,  direct< 
rest  of  ihc  Englisli  host  to  he  drawn  up  and  kept 
arms,  (o  advance  to  Richard's  succour  if  necesstiy  i 
require,  hut  in  fit  array,  and  under  due  coniniaDt 
not  will)  the  tumulluary  basic  which  their  own  atam 
zeal  for  the  King's  safely,  might  hnvc  dictated. 

Ill  (lie  meanwhile,  witlmut  regarding  for  one  imta 
sliouts,  the  cries,  tlie  tumult,  which  bcf^an  to  ll 
around  hitn,  IVicUuA,  VwVt  V^i  &t«%%  V&  i^e  Ust  dw 
mad  bis  sheadied  bU&e  \av&ct\Aa  %x^t  \Kixva!e\\ 
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ivitli  the  utmost  speed,  followed  only  by  De  Vaux,  and 
one  or  two  household  servants,  to  Saint Ceorge's  Mount. 

He  outspcd  even  tlic  alarm  which  hi9  inipetuosity  only 
had  excited,  and  passed  the  quarter  of  his  own  gallant 
troops  of  Normandy,  Poitou,  Gascony,  and  Anjou,  before 
the  disturbance  had  reached  them,  although  the  noise 
accompanying  tlic  German  revel  had  induced  many  of 
the  soldiery  to  get  on  foot  to  listen.  The  handful  of  Scots 
were  also  quartered  in  the  vicinity,  nor  had  they  been 
disturbed  by  the  uproar.  But  the  King's  person,  and  hij 
haste,  were  both  remarked  by  the  Knight  of  the  Licopard, 
who,  aware  that  danger  must  be  afoot,  and  hastening  to 
share  in  it,  snatched  bis  shield  and  sword,  and  unhed  him- 
self  to  De  Vaux,  who  with  some  difficulty  kept  pace  with 
his  impatient  and  fiery  master.  De  Vaux  answered  a 
look  of  curiosity,  which  the  Scottish  knight  directed  to- 
wards him,  with  a  shnig  of  his  broad  shoulders,  and  they 
continued,  side  by  side,  to  pursue  Richard's  steps. 

The  King  was  soon  at  the  foot  of  Saint  George's  Mount, 
tlie  ndes  as  well  as  platform  of  which  were  now  sur- 
rounded and  crowded,  partly  by  those  belonging  to  the 
Duke  of  Austria's  retinue,  who  were  celebrating,  with 
shouts  of  jubilee,  the  act  which  they  considered  as  an  as- 
sertion of  national  honour  ;  partly  by  bystanders  of  dif- 
ferent nations,  whom  dislike  to  the  English,  or  mere  cu- 
riosity, had  assembled  together,  to  witness  the  end  of 
these  extraordinary  proceedings.  Through  this  disor- 
derly troop  Richard  burst  his  way,  like  a  goodly  ship 
under  full  sail,  which  cleaves  her  forcible  passage  through 
the  rolling  billows,  and  heeds  not  that  they  unite  after  her 
passage,  and  roar  upon  her  stem. 

The  summit  of  the  eminence  was  a  small  level  space,  on 
iriiich  were  pitched  the  rival  banners,  surrounded  still 
by  the  Arch-Duke's  friends  and  retinue.  In  the  midst 
of  the  circle  was  I^eopold  himself,  still  contemplating  with 
lelf-satisfaction  the  d^ed  he  had  done,  and  slill  listening 
to  the  shouts  of  applause  which  his  partizans  bestowed 
with  no  spnring  breath.     While  he  w«ls  \tv  v\\v&  ^VSiXfc  ^^ 
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flelf-gratulation,  Richard  bunt  into  the  circle,  attemh 
indeed,  only  by  Inro  men,  but  in  his  own  headlong  en 
gies  an  irresistible  host. 

'^  Who  bas  dared,''  be  said,  laying  his  hands  upon  ' 
Austrian  standard,  and  speaking  in  a  voice  like  the  soi 
which  precedes  an  earthquake  ;  ^*  who  has  dared  to  pi: 
diis  paltry  rag  beside  the  banner  of  England  ?'* 

The  Arch-Duke  wanted  not  personal  courage,  and 
was  impossible  he  could  hear  this  question  witliout  re{ 
Yet,  so  much  was  he  troubled  and  surprised  by  the  i 
expected  arrival  of  Richard,  and  affected  by  the  gem 
awe  inspired  by  his  ardent  and  unyielding  character,  I 
the  demand  was  twice  repeated,  m  a  tone  which  seen 
to  challenge  heaven  and  earth,  ere  the  Arch-Duke  re] 
cd,  with  such  finnncss  as  he  could  command,  '*  It  wai 
Leopold  of  Austria." 

Then  shall  Leopold  of  Austria,**  replied  Richt 

presently  see  the  rate  at  which  his  banner  and  his  p 
tensions  are  held  by  Richard  of  England." 

So  saying,  he  pulled  up  the  standard-spear,  splintei 
it  to  pieces,  threw  the  banner  itself  on  the  ground,  i 
placed  his  foot  upon  it. 

'^  Thus,"  said  he,  ''  I  trample  on  tlie  banner  of  A 
tria — ^Is  tliere  a  knight  among  your  Teutonic  chivalry,  di 
impeach  my  deed  ?" 

Tliere  was  a  momentary  silence  ;  but  tliere  are 
braver  men  tlian  the  Germans. 

"1!"  and  "I!"  and  "1!"  was  heard  from  seve 
knights  of  the  Duke's  followers  ;  and  he  himself  add 
his  voice  to  those  which  accepted  die  King  of  Englan 
defiance. 

"  Why  do  we  dally  thus  ?"  said  the  Earl  Wallcnrw 
a  gigantic  warrior  from  the  frontiers  of  Hungary :  "Brei 
ren,  and  noble  gentlemen,  this  man's  foot  is  on  the  hone 
of  your  country — Let  us  reiscue  it  from  violation,  a 
down  with  the  pride  of  En<;Iand  !" 

"  So  sayJnu:,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  struck  at  li 
King  a  blow  wUkVv  m\^\\  Wn^  ^xw^^^^v^V^  ^vl  mn  f| 
Scot  intercepved  aixA  c^w^w  \v  \y^Yw\vvs» '^\^\* 


^*  I  have  sworn,**  said  King  Richard^«nd  his  voicd 
was  heard  above  all  the  tumult,  whicli^now  waxed  wild 
and  loud—"  never  to  strike  one  whose  shoulder  bears  the 
cross ;  therefore  live,  Wallenrode — but  live  to  remeinber^^ 
Richard  of  England." 

As  be  spoke,  he  grasped  tlie  tall  Hungarian  round  the 
waist,  and,  unmatched  in  wrestling,  as  in  other  military 
exercises^  hurled  him  backwards  with  such  violence  that 
tbe  mass  flew,  as  if  discharged  from  a  military  engine, 
not  only  tlirougli  tbe  ring  of  spectatois  who  witnessed  tbe 
extraordinary  scene,  but  over  the  edge  of  the  mount 
itself,  down  the  steep  side  of  which  Wallenrode  rolled 
headlong,  until,  pitching  at  length  upon  his  shoulder,  he 
dislocated  die  bone,  and  lay  like  one  dead.  This  almost 
supernatural  display  of  strength  did  not  encourage  either 
the  Duke  or  any  of  his  followers*  to  renew  a  personal 
contest  so  inauspiciously  commenced.  Those  who  stood 
farthest  back  did,  indeed,  clash  their  swords,  and  cry 
out,  *'  Cut  tlie  island  mastiff  to  pieces  !"  but  those  who 
were  nearer,  veiled,  perhap3,  tlieir  personal  fears  under 
■naflbcted  regard  for  order,  and  cried,  for  the  most  part, 
**  Peace  !  peace  !  tlie  peace  of  the  Cross — tlie  peace  of 
Holy  Church,  and  our  Father  tbe  Pope  !'* 

These  various  cries  of  tlie  assailants,  contradicting  each 
other,  allowed  their  irresolution  ;  while  Richard,  his  foot 
■till  on  the  arch-ducal  banner,  glared  round  him,  with 
an  eye  that  seemed  to  seek  an  enemy,  and  from  which 
the  angry  nobles  shrunk  appalled,  as  from  the  threatened 
grasp  of  a  lion.  De  Vaux  and  the  Knight  of  the  Leop- 
ard kept  tlieir  places  beside  him  ;  and  though  the  swords 
which  tliey  held  were  still  sheathed,  it  was  plain  that  they 
were  prompt  to  protect  Richard's  person  to  the  very  last, 
and  their  size  and  remarkable  strength  plainly  showed  the 
defence  would  be  a  desperate  one. 

Salisbfiry  and  his  attendants  were  also  now  drawing 
near,  with  bills  and  partizans  brandished,  and  bows  al- 
ready bended. 

At  this  moment,  King  Philip  of  Ftauce,  ^Wetv^^^ Vf 
Me  or  two  of  bis  aobleSf  came  on  tlie  p\a\.(otta  \o  vc^ci^^ 


the  cause  of  the  disturtiancc,  and  made  e:nBtures  of  Btir*    < 
jmse  M  finding  tlis  K'm^  af  Eitglaml  raised  frofo  his  ndt- 
i>od|  and  confroiiUng  tlioir  coiuuioii  tilly  lite  Uukv  of  Anc- 
trta,  in  such  a  menacing  and  insulting  poftiirc.     Kkhuii 
Jiimsclf  liliistied  at  bciii^  discovered  by   Pliilip,  vbota   i 
sagacity  lit  respected  as  much  as  lie  disliked  his  peiKW,  J 
in  an  attitude  ueiiher  bocomin^  Ids  cliaractci 
nrch,  nur  aS  a  cnisadm' ;  and  ii  vriis  observed  iliat  lie  « 
drew  bis  foot,  as  if  accidentally,  from  die   disliODOUrtl 
banner,  and  exchanged   his  look  or  violent  cmolin  1^ 
oneofadvciedconiiiusiire  iind  indilFerence.     LeopoMal 
St  ru^lcd  to  attain  some  degree  of  calmness,  rucmified  MB 
ti«s  by  having  been  seen  by  Philip  in  the  ac(  of  p 
Riibmiliing  to  (he  insulis  of  the  6cry    King  of  tlaj 

Possessed  of  many  of  those  royal  qualities  for  uhidi  ' 
he  was  termed  by  bij  subjects  the  August,  Philip  niJ^ 
be  termed  tlie  Uiyssps,  us  Ricbord  was  indisputably  dM 
Achilles,  of  the  crusade.     The  King  of  France  was  » 
gacious,  wise,  deliberate  in  council,  steady  and  catnt  ii 
xciion,  seeing  clearly,  and  steadily  pursuing,  the  mem 
ures  most  for  the  inlcresl  of  bis  kingdom — dignified  ■ 
royal  in  Ids  deportment,. brave  in  person,  but  a  politic' 
rather  (ban  a  warrior.     The  crusade  would  have  bectt^ 
dioicc  of  his  own,  but  the  spirit  was  cODlagious,  ■ 
expedition  was  enfoi'ced  upon  him  by  the  church, aitd  Ij 
tlic  unauiiiious  wish  of  bii  nobility.     In  any  other  a 
tion,  or  in  a  milder  age,  his  character  niig^il  liave  S 
bi,^her   lliau   tliut  of  the    adveniurnua  Ctcur  He  T 
but  in  ibe  crusude,  itself  an  nnderlakitig  wholly  trra 
sound  reason  ^vas  the  (Quality,  of  all  otiirrs,   lei 
timatcd,  and  the  chivalric  valour  which  both  ifae  age  ii 
the  cnieriirize  demanded,  was  considered  as  debased,! 
mingled  with  the  least  touch  of  discretion.     So  tbu  ll 
merit  of  Philip,  corii|iared  with  that  of  his  hangbl 
shnwel  like  tlie  clear  but  minute  fliime  of  a  lam  " 
tieor  tlie  glare  of  a  huge  blazing  torch,  whi 
sessin^  hair  tha  utility,  makes  icn  times  mora  I 
le  eye.     PhiVip  ^cVv  \\;s  \«WvMt\Vj  v 
he'pain  naWra.\  Xo  an  Vv^Xvs^ttMA  \ 
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cannot  be  irondcred  nt  if  he  took  such  opportunities  as 
ofiiired,  for  placing  his  own  character  in  more  advanta- 
geous contrast  fvilh  liiat  of  iiis  rival.  TIir  present  seem- 
ed one  of  tliosc  occasions,  in  ivliich  prudence  and  caUn- 
jiesa  might  reasonably  expect  to  tiiumph  over  obstinacy 
snd  impetuous  violence. 

"  What  means  tliis  unseemly  broil  betwixt  the  swom 
lirctliren  of  the  Cross — the  royal  Miijesly  of  England 
■od  the  princely  Duke  Leopold  ?  How  is  i[  possible  that 
tlx»e  who  are  die  chiefs  and  pillars  of  this  holy  expedi- 
tion  " 

•*  A  truce  with  thy  reinonMrancc,  Prance,"  said  Rich- 
ard, enraged  inwanlly  at  Gnding  btinself  pbccd  on  a  sort 
,  of  equality  with  Lco|m)d,  yet  not  kiiowini;  how  to  resent 
it, — "  tliis  duke,  or  prince,  or  pillar,  if  you  will,  hath 
been  insolent,  snd  I  have  chastised  him — that  is  all.  Here 
is  M.  coil,  forsooth,  becuusc  of  sp-.iniinf;  a  bound  1" 

"  Majesty  of  France,"  said  the  Duke,  "  I  appeal  to 
^  yiMi  and  every  soverci^  prince  against  tlic  foul  Intlignity 
^  which  I  have  sustained.  This  King  of  £iii;laiid  bath 
"  jHilled  down  my  banner — torn  and  tiamplcd  on  it." 
^  "  Because  lie  had  tlie  audacity  to  jdant  it  beside 
"    Iwoe,"  said  Richard. 

^^       "  My  rank  as  thine  equal  entitled  me,"  replied  the 
■^3)uke,  emboldened  by  the  presence  of  Philip. 

"  Assert  such  equality  for  diy  person,"  said  King 
'  ^ISUchard,  "  and,  by  Saint  George,  I  will  treat  ihy  person 
',~  ■■  I  did  thy  hroidercd  kerchief  there,  fit  hut  for  the  mean- 
_^^^ll  use  10  which  kerchief  may  he  put." 

**  Nay,  but  patience,  brother  of  Kngland,"  said  Philip, 
^  **  snd  I  will  presently  show  Austria  that  he  is  wrong  hi 
^WU»  matter.— Do  not  tlilnk,  noble  Duke,"  be  continued, 
^  **  that  in  permitting  the  standard  of  England  to  occupy 
^  ,.^be  liighest  point  in  our  camp,  we,  the  initepcndent  sov- 
-i^^'^igns  of  the  crusade,  acknowledge  any  inferiority  to 
^["^■■e  royal  Richard.  It  were  inconsistent  to  think  so ; 
^i^^aee  even  the  oriflamme  itself — the  great  banner  oC 
„^ Vance,  to  which  the  ro/al  Richard  \»ntsc\f ,  \w  tcs^fts) 
^^fiit  Fieaeb  posaoasiaas,  is  but  a  vaaaaA,\»^^%  ^  ^ 
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present  an  iiiforior  plncc  to  the  Lions  of  EnEiland.  ! 
RS  sworn  brethren  of  tlic  Cross,  military  pilgrims,* 
laying  aside  tlic  pomp  and  pride  of  this  noHit,  are  b 
ing  with  our  swords  the  way  to  the  Hbly  Scpukhi 
iiiysetf,  and  the  other  piiiices,  have  renounced  to  ( 
Richard,  fritjii  respect  to  his  high  rcnoirn  ai:d  ^at  [ 
of  arms,  that  precedence,  which  elsenlicrc,  and  u 
other  motives,  would  not  have  been  yielded.  1 
satislied,  that  when  your  royal  grace  of  Austria  shall  h 
consiclvrcd  this,  you  will  express  sorrow  for  liaving  pla 
your  banner  on  this  s|>ol,  and  that  the  royal  Majestj 
England  will  then  give  satisfaction  for  ibe  insuli  he 
offered." 

The  ipruch-gprecher  and  the  jester  Iiad  both  retirei 
a  sitfe  distance  when  matters  seemed  coniing  to  bk 
but  returned  when  words,  llicir  own  roniniodity,  see« 
agaiu  about  to  become  the  order  of  ilie  day. 

Tile  man  of  proverbs  was  so  deligliled  with  Phil 
politic  speech,  lliat  he  clashed  his  baton  at  tlic  conrlusii 
by  wny  of  emp1i;:sis,  and  forgot  the  presence  in  wiikk 
was  so  far  as  to  say  aluud,tbat  heliiinself  liadnevera 
a  wiser  thing  in  his  life. 

"  It  may  be  so,"  whispered  Jonas  Scliwankcr,  "k 
vc  shall  he  wbipt  if  you  speak  so  loud." 

Tlic  Duke  answered  sullenly,  that  he  would  refefB 
qnarrcl  to  the  General  Council  of  the  Crusade — a  dmM 
which  I'hilip  highly  applauded,  as  qualified  to  take  i^ 
a  scandal  most  harmful  to  Christendom. 

Itirbard,  retaining  the  same  careless  attitude,  lisiw 
to  Philip  until  his  orator)'  seemed  exhausted,  and  llfl 
said  aluuil,  "  I  am  drowsy — tliis  fever  hangs  abonl  ' 
still.  Jlroihcr  of  France,  tliou  art  acquainted  witb^ 
Inmiour,  and  that  I  have  at  all  times  but  feiv  wordi  I 
spare — know,  therefore,  at  once,  I  will  submil  a  mtf 
touching  the  honour  of  Bnp;laail,  ncitlicr  to  Prince,  Pif< 
nor  Council.  Here  stands  my  banner — wliataocverpB 
noi)  shall  he  reared  within  three  butts' length  of  ilf-^ 
were  it  llie  otiflanwnc,  oV  >k\\w\\  ^csa.  ■«««,  1  tUiikt* 
lioiv  sneaking,.  aWW  W  W'i'«ai  ■»»  ■i-^'-  &^t«nM«At* 
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I  yield  other  satisfaction  tlian  tliat  ivbich  these 
bs  can  render  in  tiie  lists  to  any  bold  challenge, 
ere  it  against  five  champions  instead  of  one." 
w,"  said  the  jealer,  whispering  his  companion, 

as  cpinplctc  a  piece  of  folly,  as  if  I  myself  had 
■but  yet,  1  think,  there  may  be  in  this  matter  a 
bol  tlian  Richard  yul." 

1  who  may  Uiat  be  ?"  asked  the  man  of  wisdom, 
lip,"  said  tlie  jester,  "  or  our  own  royal  Duke, 
cither  accept  the  challenge — But  o!i,  most  sage 
prcchcr,  vvliat  excellent  kings  would  titou  and  I 
ide,  since  tliose  on  whose  heads  these  crowns 
Icn,  can  play  the  proverb-monger  and  tlie  fool  as 
;ly  as  ourselves  !" 

■  these  worthies  plied  their  offices  apa",  Phihp 
d  calmly  to  the  almost  injurious  deliance  of 
, — "  I  came  not  lullier  to  awaken  fresh  quarrels, 

to  the  oath  we  have  sworn,  and  the  holy  canso 
I  we  have  engaged.     1  part  from  my  brother  of 

as  brothers  should  part,  and  the  only  strife  be- 
le  Ldons  of  England  and  the  Lilies  of  France 

which  shall  be  carried  deepest  into  the  ranks  , 
ifidels." 

s  n  bargain,  my  royal  brother,"  said  Richard, 
ig  out  his  hand  widi  all  the  frankness  which  be- 
o  his  rash  but  generous  disposition  ;  "  and  soon 

have  the  opportunity  to  try  ttiis  gallant  and  fr»- 
ager." 

this  noble  Duke  also  partake  in  the  friendship  of 

»py    moment,"    said  Philip  ;  and  tlie  Duke  ap- 

d  half-sullcnly,  half-willing  to   enter  into  some 

odalion. 

nk  not  of  fools,  nor  of  their  folly,"  said  Richard, 

y,  and  the  Arch-Duke,  turning  bis  back  on  himr 

V  from  the  ground. 

ird  looked  after  him  as  he  retired. 

Jre  is  a  soit  of  glow-worm  courage,"  he  said, 

•ows  only  by  night,     Imust  no\.\cBL■^6^Ia«^lMal«< 

id  in  darkness — by   day-Vighl   the  \s>oV  o^  "^o* 
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Lions  will  alone  defend  it.  Here,  Thomas  of  (SUa 
I  give  tliee  the  charge  of  the  standard — watch  orer 
honour  of  England." 

"  Her  safety  is  jet  more  dear  to  me,"  said  De  Vi 
"  and  Uie  life  of  Ktcbard  is  the  safely  of  England 
iiiust  Iiav-e  your  Highness  back  to  your  lent,  and  that « 
out  further  larriaaicc." 

"  TlioM  art  a  rough  and  peremptory-  nurse,  De  Van 
said  iho  Kiiii;,  smiling  ;  and  tiien  added,  addressing 
Kenneth,  "Valiant  Scot,  1  owe  tliec  a  boon,  and  f 
pay  it  richly.  Tliere  stands  the  banner  of  Englai 
VVatch  it  as  a  novice  does  his  armour  on  the  night  bel 
he  is  dtihbed — Stir  not  from  it  three  spears'  length, : 
defend  it  wiili  (liy  body  agitinst  injury  or  insult — Soi 
thy  bucV^,  if  lliou  art  assailed  by  more  tlian  three  at  W 
Dosi  tlioli  undertake  the  cbitrge  .'"' 

"  Willingly,"  said  Kenneth  ;  "  and  will  discharge 
upon  penalty  of  my  head.  I  nill  hut  arm  me,  and  leti 
liitiier  instantly." 

Tlic  Kings  of  France  and  England  then  took  torn 
leave  of  ench  other,  hiding,  under  an  appearance  of  cm 
tesy,the  grounds  of  comphilnt  which  ciliicrhad  aeaindd 
other — Richard  agnlusl  Philip,  for  nliathe  deemed  | 
ofllcious  interference  betwixt  hii:i  and  Austria,  and  I^ 
against  Coeur  de  Lion,  for  the  disrespectful  mamicrt 
which  his  nicdirition  had  been  received.  Those  lAt 
this  disturbance  had  assembled,  now  drew  ofi*  in  di£M 
directions,  leaving  the  contested  mount  in  the  same  a^ 
tude  wlilch  hnd  subsisted  till  interrupted  by  the  Auflll 
bravado.  Men  judged  of  tlie  events  of  the  day  accol 
ing  to  their  partialities  ;  and  while  llie  English  cbiitj 
(he  Atittrian  with  having  afforded  the  first  grouod  I 
quarrel,  those  of  other  naiions  concurred  in  castmg  A 
greater  blame  upon  the  insular  haughtiness  and  asHin^ 
character  of  Richard. 

"  Tlir>u  sccst,"  said  the  Marquis  of  Montsemt  tad 
Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,  "  tlial  subtle  counet  V 
more  effecxive  th&n  >iotencc.     I  have  unhwscd  ifae  M 
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ch  held  togetlier  this  bunch  of  sceptres  and  lances— 
J  wilt  see  them  shortly  fall  asunder." 
'  I  would  have  called  thy  plan  a  good  one,"  said  the 
nplar,  *^  had  there  been  but  one  man  of  courage 
mg  yonder  cold-blooded  Austrians,  to  sever  the  bonds 
Tvbich  you  speak,  with  his  sword.  A  knot  diat  is  un- 
«d  may  be  again  fastened,  but  not  so  the  cord  which 
been  cut  to  pieces." 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Tb  woman  Uiat  icdacet  all  mankind. 

Oay, 

u  the  days  of  chivalry,  a  dangerous  post  or  a  pcrilowi 
inBture,was  a  reward  frequently  assigned  to  military 
reiy  as  a  compensation  for  its  former  trials  ; — -just  as 
jcending  a  precipice,  the  surmounting  one  crag  only 

the  climber  to  points  yet  more  dangerous. 
I  was  midnight,  and  the  moon  rode  clear  and  high  in 
ren,  when  Kenneth  of  Scotland  stood  upon  his  watch 
St.  George's  Mount,  beside  the  banner  of  England, 
olitary  sentinel,  to  protect  the  emblem  of  that  nation 
bst  the  insults  which  might  be  meditated  among  the 
BMftnds  whom  Richard's  pride  had  made  his  enemies. 
;h  thoughts  rolled,  one  after  each  other,  upon  die 
d  of  the  warrior.  It  seemed  to  him  as  if  he  had  gain- 
KMne  favour  in  the  eyes  of  die  chivalrous  monarchj 
K,  till  now^  had  not  seemed  to  distinguish  him  among 
crowds  of  brave  men  whom  his  renown  had  assem- 
I  under  his  banner,  and  Sir  KcnneUi  little  recked  that 
display  of  royal  regard  consisted  in  placing  him  upon 
Mt  so  perilous.  The  devotion  of  his  ambitious  and 
i»placed  affection,  inflamed  his  military  eiv\)[!i\3&\QAXBL^ 

i4      VOL*   u. 
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Hopeless  as  that  attachment  was,  in  almost  any 
able  circumstances^  those  which  had  lately  occu 
in  some  degree,  diminished  tlie  distance  betwc 
and  Iiimseir.     He  upon  whom  Richard  had 
tlic  distinction  of  guarding  his  banner,  was  no 
adventurer  of  slight  note,  but  placed  within  die 
a  princess,  although  he  was  as  far  as  ever  from 
An  unknown  ar\d  obscure  fate  could  not  now  b 
lie  was  surprised  and  slain  on  the  post  which 
assigned  him,  his  dcatli — and  he  resolved  it  : 

glorious must  deserve  the  praises  as  well  as 

the  vengeance  of  Ca-ur  de  Lion,  and  be  followi 
regrets  and  even  tlie  tears  of  the  higli*born  b4 
the  English  Court.     He  hnd  now  no   longer 
fear  that  he  should  die  as  a  fool  dicth. 

Sir  Kenneth  had  full  leisure  to  enjoy  these  an 
high-soulcd  thoughts,  fostered  by  that  wild  spirii 
alrv,  which,  amid  its  most  extravnsant  and  fr.ntast 
was  still  pure  from  all  selfisli  alloy — generous, 
and  perh'i^ps  only  thus  far  censurnhle,  that  it  | 
objects  and  courses  of  action  inconsistent  with  the 
and  imperfections  of  man.  All  nature  around  1 
in  calm  moonshine,  or  in  deep  shadow.  The  Ic 
of  tents  and  pavilions,  glimmering  or  darkening 
lav  in  the  moonlight  or  in  &e  shade,  were  still  and 
the  streets  of  a  deserted  citv.  Beside  tlie  ban 
lay  the  large  stag-hound  already  mentioned,  1 
companion  of  Kenneth's  watch,  on  whose  vigil 
trusted  for  early  warning  of  the  approach  of  anj 
footstep.  The  noble  animal  seemed  to  underst 
purpose  of  their  watch,  for  he  looked  from  time 
at  tlie  rich  folds  of  the  heavy  pennon,  and,  when 
of  the  sentinels  came  from  the  distant  lines  and  < 
of  the  camp,  he  answered  them  with  one  deep  \ 
iterated  bark,  as  if  to  affirm  that  he  too  was  vi 
his  duty.  From  time  to  time,  also,  he  lowered 
head,  and  wagged,  his  tail,  as  his  master  passed 
passed  luro  \u  \\\c  %\\ot\.  wwtvi  viVv^Vv  Vvr.  took  i 
post  ;   or,  wVicn  \Vv^  Vva^w^v^^^  i^^wv  >sA.ifc 
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on  hJs  lance  and  looking  up  towards  Heaven,  his 
attendant  ventured  sometimes,  in  tlie  phrase  of 
!,  "  to  disturb  his  thoughts,"  and  anaken  him 
'  rererie,  by  thrusting  his  large  rough  snout  uilo 
:ht's  gatintletted  hand,  to  solicit  a  transitory  caress. 

passed  two  hours  of  the  Knight's  watch  without 
;  remarkable  occurring.  At  length,  and  upon  a 
the  gallant  stag-hound  bayed  furiously,  and  seeni- 
t  to  dash  fonvard  where  tlie  shadow  by  the  dark- 
waited,  as  if  in  the  slips,  till  he  should  know  the 
'  of  his  master. 

10  goes  there  ?"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  aware  that 
as  something  creeping  forward  on  the  shadowy 
the  Mount. 

the  name  of  Klerliu  and  Maugis,"  answered  a 
lisagrccable  voice,  "  tic  up  your  four-footed  de- 
re,  or  I  come  not  at  you." 
1  who  art  tliou  tlial  would  approach  my  post  ?" 
Kcnncih,  bending  his  eyes  as  keenly  as  he  could 

object,  vvhich  he  could  just  observe  at  rhc  bot- 
the  ascent,  without  being  able  to  distinguish  its 

"  Beware— 1  am  here  for  death  and  life." 
le  up  iliy  long-fangcd  Saihanas,"  said  the  voice, 
ill  conjure  him  with  a  bolt  froin  my  arblast.*' 
!  same  time  was  heard  the  sound  of  a  spring  or 
swhen  a  cross-bow  is  bent, 
bend  thy  arblasi,  and  come  into  the  moonlight," 
Scot,  "  or,  by  Saint  Andrew,  I  will  pin  tliee  to 
],  be  what  or  whom  lliou  wilt.V 
!  S]H)kc,  he  poised  his  long  lance  by  the  middle, 
ng  his  eye  upon  tlie  object  which  seemed  to  move, 
lishcd  the  weapon  as  if  meditating  to  cast  it  from 
'.—n  use  of  the  ivenpon  sometimes,  though  rare- 
led  to,  when  a  cnissiie  was  necessary.     But  Sir 
I  was  Hsliamod  of  his  purpose,  and  grounded  his 

when  there  stepped  from  tlie  sliadow  into  tlie 
lit,  hke  an  actor  entering  upon  the  stage,  a  stunted 
I  creature,  whom,  by  his  fantastic  ^ea&m&  &«- 
Ac  recognized  even  at  some  dialanco  te<  '^^'^ 
be  tiro  dwarfs  n-Iiom  he  had  sccu  Va  ^^  *^^ 
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at  Engaddi.  Recollecting,  at  the  same  moaieiil 
other  and  far  difierent  visions  of  that  extraordinary  i 
he  gave  his  dog  a  signal,  which  he  instantly  unden 
and,  returning  to  the  standard,  laid  himself  dovm  be 
with  a  stifled  growl. 

The  little  distorted  minidture  of  humanity,  asstn 
his  safety  from  an  enemy  so  formidable,  came  panti 
die  ascent,  which  tlie  shortness  of  his  legs  rendered 
nous,  and  when  he  arrived  on  tlie  platibrm  at  tbt 
shifted  to  his  left  hand  the  little  cross-bow,  whici 
just  such  a  toy  as  children  .at  that  period  were  pen 
to  shoot  small  birds  with,  and,  assummg  an  attitude  of 
dignity,  gracefully  extended  his  right  hand  to  Sir  Kei 
in  an  attitude  as  if  he  expected  he  would  salute  \u 
such  a  result  not  following,  he  demanded,  in  a  sbar 
angry  tone  of  voice,  "  Soldier,  wherefore  renderesi 
not  to  Ncctabnnus  the  homage  due  to  his  dignity  ?— 
it  possible  that  thou  canst  have  forgotten  him  ?" 

"  Great  Nectabanus,"  answered  the  knight,  Willi 
soothe  the  creature^s  humour,  "  that  were  difficult  fo 
one  who  has  ever  looked  u))on  thee.  Pardon  roe, 
ever,  tliat  being  a  soldier  ui>on  my  post,  with  my  laa 
my  hand,  I  may  not  give  to  one  of  thy  puissance  tfa< 
vantage  of  coming  within  my  guard,  or  of  masterini 
weapon.  Suffice  it,  tliat  I  reverence  thy  dignityi 
submit  myself  to  tlice  as  humbly  as  a  man-at-arms  in 
place  may." 

''It  shall  suffice,"  said  Nectabanus,  ''  so  that  you  p 
ently  attend  me  A)  tlie  presence  of  those  who  havai 
me  hither  to  summon  you." 

"  Great  sir,"  replied  the  knight,  "  neither  in  this 
I  gratify  thee,  for  my  orders  are  to  abide  by  this  bii 
till  day-break — so  I  pray  you  to  hold  me  excused  in 
matter  also." 

So  saying,  he  resumed  his  walk  upon  the  phtfiii 
but  the  dwarf  did  not  suffer  him  so  easily  to  escape  I 
his  importunity. 

•*  Look  yovk,*'  \\e  %i\&^  ^-Mivw^VivvwsRLV^V^efa  Sri 
netli,  so  as  lo  \ivlcTtwpvVi\^^^'^'»  ^'^^  ^v\vct  ^^s:^  wk 
Knight,  as  in  AuVy  bomA,  ot\^•^\^Ks  ^^wmm 
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tlieci  in  the  name  of  one  wliose  beauty  could  call  down 
the  genii  firora  their  sphere,  and  whose  grandeur  could 
command  tlie  immortal  race  when  ihey  had  descended." 
A  wild  and  improbable  conjecture  arose  in  the  knight's 
mindi  but  he  repelled  it.  It  was  impossible,  he  tliought, 
that  tlie  lady  of  his  love  should  have  sent  him  such  a  mes- 
sage by  such  a  messenger — ^yet  liis  voice  trembled  as  he 
said,  "  Go  to,  Nectabanus.  Tell  me  at  once,  and  as  a 
true  man,  whether  tliis  sublime  lady,  of  whom  thou  speak- 
est,  be  other  than  the  houri  witli  whose  assistance  I  beheld 
thee  sweeping  the  chapel  at  Engaddi  f " 

•*  How  !    presumptuous   knight,"  replied  the  dwarf, 
^  think'st  tliou  tlie  mistress  of  our  own  royal  affections, 
the  sharer  of  our  greatness,  and  the  partner  of  our  come- 
liness, would  demean  herself  by  laying  charge  on  such  a 
TSflsal  as  thou  !     No,  highly  as  tliou  art  honoured,  tliou 
hast  not  yet  deserved  the  notice  of  Queen  Genevra,  the 
lovely  bride  of  Arthur,  from  whose  high  seat  even  princes 
seem  but  pigmies.      But  look  thou  here,  and  as  tliou 
knoirest  or  disownest  tliis  token,  so  obey  or  refuse  her 
sommands,  who  hatii  deigned  to  impose  tliem  on  thee." 
So  saying,  he  placed  in  die  knight's  hands  a  ruby  ring, 
^ich,  even  in  the  moonliglit,  he  had  no  difficulty  to  re- 
^  -eognize  as  that  which  usually  graced  tlie  finger  of  the  high- 
,.  k>ni  lady  to  wliose  service  he  had  devoted  himself. 
'  Could  he  have  doubted  the  truth  of  the  token,  he  would 
«^ttve  been  convinced  by  the  small  knot  of  carnation-col- 
r  ^tved  ribbon,  which  was  fastened  to  the  ring.      This 
his  lady's  favourite  colour,  and  more  than  once  had 
himself,  assuming  it  for  that  of  Ills  own  liveries,  caused 
te  carnation  to  triumph  over  all  otlier  hues  in  tlie  lists. 
b  the  battle. 

Sir  Kenneth  was  struck  nearly  mute,  by  seeing  such  a 
^oken  in  such  hands. 

*'  In  the  name  of  all  that  is  sacred,  from  whom  didst 
>u  receive  this  witness  f "  said  the  knight  ;  "  bring,  if 
^tlou  canst,  thy  wavering  understanding  to  a  right  settle- 
tent  for  a  minute  or  two^  and  tell  me  the  pet^tv>s^  v«\\o<cql 
J4*    wois.  u. 
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ibou  art  sent,  luid  the  real  purpose  of  thy  mess 
take  heed  what  thou  say'st,  for  this  is  do  si 
bufibonery." 

'^  Fond  and  foolish  knighti"  said  the  dwarf, 
thou  know  more  of  this  matter,  than  that  thou  ai 
ed  with  commands  from  a  princess,  delivered  to 
king  i — We  list  not  to  parley  wiih  thee  farther  tha 
mand  thee,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  power  of  ih 
follow  us  to  her  who  is  the  owner  of  the  ring.  £ 
ute  that  thou  tarriest  is  a  crime  against  thy  all 

"  Good  Nectabanus — bethink  th3rself,''  said  tl 
— ''  Can  my  lady  know  where  and  upon  what 
this  night  engaged  ? — Is  she  aware  that  my  liie 
why  should  I  speak  of  life — but  that  my  honou 
on  my  guarding  this  banner  till  daybreak — and 
her  wish  that  I  should  leave  it  even  to  pay  Iiomac 
-—It  is  impossible — the  princess  is  pleased  to  be  n 
her  servant,  in  sending  him  such  a  message  ;  ai 
think  so  the  rather  that  she  hath  chosen  such  a  mc 

**  Oh,  keep  your  belief,"  said  Nectabanus 
round  as  if  to  leave  the  platform,  ^'  it  is  little  to  m< 
jrou  be  traitor  or  true  man  to  tliis  royal  lady 
thee  well." 

"  Stay,  stay — ^I  entreat  you  stay,"  said  Sir  ] 
'*  answer  me  but  one  question — ^Is  the  lady 
thee  near  to  this  place  ?" 

"  What  signifies  it  ?"  said  the  dwarf ;  "  ougl 
to  reckon  furlongs,  or  miles,  or  leagues — like 
courier,  who  is  paid  for  his  labour  by  the  xlistar 
he  traverses  ?  Nevertheless,  thou  soul  of  suspic 
tliee,  the  fair  owner  of  the  ring,  now  sent  to  so 
a  vassal,  in  whom  there  is  neitlier  truth  nor  cc 
not  more  distant  from  diis  place,  tlian  this  ar 
send  a  bolt." 

The  knight  ga7.ed  again  on  the  ring,  as  if  to 
that  tliere  was  no  possible  falsehood  in  the  token, 
me,"  he  said  to  the  dwarf,  ^'  is  my  presence  req 
any  length  of  iirae  ?^^ 
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*'  lime  !"  answered  Nectabanus,  in  his  flighty  man>- 
Iter  ;  **  what  call  you  time  f  I  see  it  not — I  feel  it  not 
—it  is  but  a  shadowy  name — a  succession  of  breathings 
measured  forth  by  night  by  the  clank  of  a  bell,  by  day, 
by  a  shadow  crossing  along  a  dial-stone.  Know'st  thou 
not  a  true  knight's  time  should  only  be  reckoned  by  the 
deeds  tliat  he  performs  m  behalf  of  God  and  his  lady  ?" 
'*  The  words  of  truth,  tliough  in  the  mouth  of  folly," 
said  the  knight.  '*  And  doth  my  lady  really  summon 
me  to  some  deed  of  action,  in  her  name  and  for  hor  sake  f 
»— ftnd  may  it  not  be  postponed  for  even  the  few  hours  till 
daybreak  r 

'*  She  requires  tliy  presence  instandy,''  said  the  dwarf, 
"  and  without  tlie  loss  of  so  much  time  as  would  be  toM 
f     by  ten  grains  of  the  sand-glass — Hearken,  tliou  cold- 
blooded and  suspicious  knight,  these  are  her  very  word^ 
-   ^— Tell  him  that  tlie  hand  wliich  dropped  roses  can  bestow 

laurels.** 

^       This  allusion  to  their  meeting  in  the  chapel  of  Engaddi, 

-  aeat  a  thousand  rccoUecdons  through  Sir  Kennedi's  brain, 

«  And  convinced  him  that  the  message  delivered  by  the 

^  dwarf  was  genuine.     The  rose-buds,  widiered  as  tliey 

trere,  were  still  treasured  under  his  ouirass,  and  nearest 

;^  to  his  heart.     He  paused,  and  could  not  resolve  to  forego 

^  in  opportunity— tlie  only  one  which  might  ever  offer,  to 

gain  grace*  in  her  eyes,  whom  he  had  installed  as  sovereign 

^  ;  of  his  afllbctions.     The  dwarf,  in  the  meantime,  augment- 

1^  ^  his  confusion  by  insisting  eidier  that  he  must  return 

^  the  ring,  or  instantly  attend  him. 

^  *'  H^ld,  hold  yet  a  moment,  hold,"  said  the  knight,  and 
^  nroceeded  to  mutter  to  himself — "  Am  I  either  the  sub- 
m  ject  or  slave  of  King  Richard,  more  tlian  as  a  free  knight 
0  aworn  to  the  service  cf  die  crusade  f  And  whom  have 
I  come  hither  to  honour  with  lance  and  sword  ? — Our  holy 
r    caase  and  my  transcendent  lady." 

••  The  ring,  the  ring — "  exclaimed  die  dwarf  impatient-* 
ly  ;  ''  false  and  slothful  knight,  return  die  ring,  whicli 
ihou  art  unwordijMo  touch  or  to  look  upon?^ 
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**  A  moment,  a  luomeDt,  good  Nectabaous/' 

Kemicth  ;  "  disturb  not  my  thoughts. — What  if  tl 
cens  were  just  now  to  attack  our  lines  ?  Should  I  s) 
like  a  sworn  vassal  of  England,  watching  that  b« 
pride  suffered  no  humiliation  ;  or  should  I  spec 
breach,  and  fight  for  tlie  Cross  ? — ^To  the  breac 
ediy ;  and  next  to  tlie  cause  of  God  come  the  co 
of  my  liege  lady. — And  yet,  Coeur  do  Lion's  I 
my  own  promise  ! — Nectabanus,  I  conjure  thee  or 
to  say,  are  you  to  conduct  me  far  from  hence  f 

"  But  to  yonder  pavilion  ;  and  since  }'ou  mu 
know,"  replied  Neclabanus,  "  the  moon  is  glii 
on  the  gilded  ball  which  crowns  its  roof,  and  } 
worth  a  king's  ransom." 

"  I  can  return  in  an  Instant,"  said  the  kniel 
ting  his  eyes  desperately  to  all  farther  consequenc 
can  hear  from  thence  tlie  bay  of  my  dog,  if  any 
preaches  llie  standard — I  will  tlirow  myself  at  ixi 
feet,  and  pray  her  leave  to  return  to  conclude  m] 
— Here,  Roswal,  (calling  his  hound,  and  tlirowii 
his  mantle  by  die  side  of  the  standard-spear,)  wa 
here,  and  let  no  one  approach. 

The  majestic  dog  looked  in  his  master's  face, 
be  sure  that  he  understood  liis  charge,  then  sat  d< 
side  the  mantle,  with  ears  erect  and  head  raise< 
sentinel,  understanding  perfectly  tho  purpose  fc 
he  was  stationed  there. 

"  Come  now,  good  Nectabanus,"  said  the  knig 
us  hasten  to  obey  the  commands  thou  hast  brouc 

"  Haste  he  that  will,"  said  the  dwarf,  sullenly^ 
hast  not  been  in  haste  to  obiy  my  siuniiions,  n 
walk  fast  enough  to  follow  your  loni;  strides — voi 
walk  like  a  man,  but  bound  liKe  an  o^uicli  in  the  d 

There  ivere  but  two  wr.vs  of  coiuiucriim  the  o 
of  Nectabanus,  who,  as  he  spok<?,  (.'iir.iiiis^hccl  li 
into  a  snail  pace.  For  bribes  Sir  Kenneth  had  n< 
—for  soothing  no  time  ;  so  in  his  impatience  he  s 
tiie  dwarf  up  from  \\\e  ^\r>wwd^  ;is.ud  l^^aring  hin 
notwithstandmg  \\U  eu\iviv\uc&*cAA\\\'s^vi"!vx,\^'w^is: 
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to  the  ps^llon  pointed  out  ns  thnt  of  the  Queen.  In  ap> 
proacliiiig  it,  however,  the  Scot  observed  there  was  a 
small  guard  of  soldiers  sitting  on  the  ground,  who  had 
been  concealed  from  him  by  the  intervening  tents.  Won- 
dering tlinl  the  clash  of  his  own  amiour  liad  not  yet  at- 
tracted iheir  attention,  and  supposing  thai  his  motions 
might,  on  the  present  occasion,  require  to  be  conducted 
with  secrecy,  he  placed  the  little  panting  guide  upon  tlie 
ground  to  recover  his  breatli,  and  point  out  what  was  next 
to  -be  done.  Nectabnnus  was  bolli  frightened  and  angry ; 
but  lie  had  feh  himself  as  completely  in  the  power  of  the 
robust  knight,  as  an  owl  in  the  clnws  of  an  eagle,  and 
therefore  cared  not  to  provoke  liini  to  any  farther  display 
of  his  strengtii. 

He  made  no  complaints,  therefore,  of  the  usage  he 
bad  received,  but  turning  amongst  the  labyrinth  of  tents, 
he  led  the  knight  in  silence  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
pavilion,  which  thus  screened  them  from  the  obsorvatioa 
of  llie  warders,  who  seemed  either  too  negligent  or  loo 
sleepy  to  discharge  their  duty  wiili  much  accuracy.  Ar- 
rived there,  tlic  dwarf  raised  the  under  part  of  the  canvass 
from  the  ground,  and  made  siins  to  Sir  Kenneth  that  he 

■  aliould   introduce  himself  to  the  inside  of  Uic   tent,  by 
'    creeping  under  it.     The  knight  hesitated — there  seemed 

■  to  indecorum  in  thus  privately  introducing  himself  into 
'   t  pavilion,  pitched,  douhilcss,  for  tlie  accommodation  of 

ooble  ladies  ;  but  he  recalled  to  remembrance  the  assur- 

-   ed  tokens  which  the  dwarf  had  exhibited,  and  concluded 

•  that  it  was  not  for  him  to  dispute  his  lady's  pleasure. 

He  stoopt  accordingly,  crept  beneath  the  canvasa  in- 

closure  of  the  tent,  and  heard  tlic  dwarf  whisper  from 

without, — "  Remmn  there  until  1  call  thee." 
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IB  Keknbtii  was  left  for  some  minutes  alone,  awl  is 

iness.     Here  was  anniher  intcrrunrion,  which  i 

prolong  liis  absence  from  his  posi,  sbA  lie  began  almoat  U  j 
repent  ilie  facility  wilh  which  he  had  been  induct  to  qwl 
it.     Unt  to  rcliiin  nilhout  seeing  the   Lndy  Edillli  « 
iiow  not  ID  be  thought  of.     He  had  commiticd  a  brDodi  | 
of  militai7  discipline,  and  wns  determmed  at  least  to  p; 
the  reality  of  the  seductive  expectations  which  bad  b 
cd  him  to  do  so.    Meanwhile,  his  situaiion  was  DnplcasaaL  I 
There  was  no  liglii  \o  show  him  mio  what  son  of  ■pBI^   , 
went  he  had  been  Iwl — the  Lady  Edilli  wns  in  inimcdr-   I 
ato  attendnnce  on  the  Qdeen  of  England — and  the  it^  I 
of  his  hnvlng  inlrotliiced  himself  ilms  furtjvelf  ii 
toyaT  pavilion,  miglit,  were  it  discover  cd,  lead  lo  n 
dangerous  Euspicion.     While  be  gave  v*y  to  1 
Tosant  reflections,  and  began  alinoel  to  wish  tfaat  ( 
conld  achieve  his  retreat  uaobscrved,  he  heard  •  n 
nf  female  voices,  laughing,  whispering,  and  speakbig,  ■ 
Ba  adjoining  apartment,  from  which,  as  the  Kmnda  c 
hin  reason    to  judge,  he  could  only   be  srparaied  f 
canvass  partition.      Lamps  were  burning,  as  he  i 
perceive  bjr  the  shadowy  light  which  extended  HselTen 
J^fais  side  of  the  vcV\\\Vi\c\i  &vAfti>Jft'»*ev\(^ai»d  be  o 
^KshadeB  of  scvcrai  t^\i.tc9,  iwvw^  »»i  \ 
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adjoining  apartment.  It  cannot  be  termed  discourtesj 
in  Sir  Kenneth,  that  situated  as  he  was,  be  overheard  a 
conversation,  in  which  he  found  himself  deeply  interested. 

*'  Call  her— call  her,  for  Our  Lady's  sake,"  said  the 
voice  of  one  of  these  laughing  invisibles.     '*  Nectabanus, 
thou  shalt  be  made  ambassador  to  Prester  John's  court* 
to  show  them  how  wisely  thou  c^st  discharge^^J^Sln ' 
a  mission."  ^^^^^ 

The  shrill  tone  of  the  dwarf  was  Iieard|j|plt  so  much 
subdued,  tliat  Sir  Kenneth  could  not  understand  what  he 
said,  except  that  he  spoke  something  of  tlie  means  of  mer- 
riment given  to  the  guard. 

'*  But  how  shall  we  rid  us  of  the  spirit  which  Nee- 
tabanus  hath  raised,  my  maidens  ?" 

'*  Hear  me,  royal  madam,"  said  another  voice  ;  "  if 
the  sage  and  princely  Nectabanus  be  not  over-jealous  of 
bis  most  transcendant  bride  and  empress,  let  us  send  her 
to  get  us  rid  of  this  insolent  knight-errant,  who  can  be  so 
easily  persuaded  tliat  high  born  dames  may  need  tlie  use 
of  his  insolent  and  overweening  valour." 

"  It  were  but  justice,  methinks,"  replied  another, 
^  that  the  Princess  Guenever  should  dismiss,  by  her 
courtesy,  him,  whom  her  husband's  wisdom  has  been  able 
to  entice  hither." 

Struck  to  the  heart  with  shame  and  resentment  at  what 
be  had  heard,  Sir  Kenneth  was  aboui  to  attempt  his  es- 
cape from  the  tent  at  all  hazards,  when  what  followed 
arrested  his  purpose. 

'*  Nay,  truly,"  said  tlie  first  speaker,  "  our  cousin 
Fiith  must  first  learn  how  this  vaunted  wight  hath  con- 
ducted himself,  and  we  must  reserve  the  power  of  giving 
her  ocular  proof  that  he  hath  failed  in  his  duty.  It  may 
be  a  lesson  will  do  good  upon  her ;  for,  credit  me,  Calista, 
I  have  sometimes  thought  she  has  let  this  northern  adven- 
turer sit  nearer  her  heart  than  prudence  would  sanction." 

One  of  the  other  voices  was  then  heard  to  mutter  some- 
diing  of  the  Lady  Edith's  prudence  and  wisdom. 

**  Prudence,  wench  !"  was  tlie  repVy — ^^  \v  v^  xs\«t% 
pride,  and  the  desire  to  be  thought  mote  n^di  ^^ccv^xc]  ^ 
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m.  Nh)',  I  will  not  quit  my  advantage.  You  know  i 
that  when  slia  Las  us  Qt  foult,  no  one  can,  in  a  civil  i 
lay  your  error  before  you  more  precisely  Ibau  can 
Lady  Ediili — But  here  she  comes." 

A  figure,  as  if  cntenng  the  Rpaitinent,  cast  upon 
nrtitlon  a  shade,  nliich  glided  along  slonir  until  itm 
lAl^^ise  which  already  clouded  it.  Despite  of 
biticr^nap|x>intmcnt  which  he  had  experienced— de 
the  insult' ind  injury  with  which  it  seemed  he  bad  I 
visited  by  the  malice,  or,  at  best,  by  the  idle  liuinoi 
Queen  Berengaiia,  (for  lie  already  concluded  llial 
wbo  spoke  loudest,  and  in  a  commanding  tone,  waf 
wife  of  Richard,)  tlie  knight  felt  something  so  sooi 
to  his  feelings  in  learning  that  Edith  had  been  no  pa 
to  the  fraud  practised  on  him,  and  so  interesting  t 
curiosity  in  llie  scene  wiiich  was  about  to  take  place, 
instead  of  proscenting  his  more  prudent  puriiose  c 
instant  rctrent,  he  looked  anxiously,  on  the  contrary 
scHne  rent  or  crevice,  hy  means  of  tvliicli  he  mi^ 
made  eye  as  well  as  ear-niiness  to  whst  was  to  ^  forr 

"  Surely,"  said  lie  to  himself,  "  the  Queen,  ivlio 
been  pleased  for  an  idle  frolic  to  endanger  my  rcputi 
and  perhaps  my  life,  cannot  complain,  il'  1  avail  myse 
the  chance  which  fortimc  sccnis  willing  to  afford  m 
obtain  knowledge  of  her  further  intentions." 

It  seemed,  in  the  meanwhile,  as  if  Ediih  were  wa 
for  the  commands  of  the  Queen,  and  as  if  the  other 
reluctant  to  speak,  for  fear  of  being  unable  to  conu 
her  laughter,  and  that  of  her  companions  ;  for  Sir  I 
neth  could  only  distinguish  a  sound  as  of  supprc 
tittering  and  merriment. 

"  Your  Majesty,"  said  Edith,  at  last,  "  seems  in  a  le 
mood,  though,  methinks,  the  hour  of  night  promp 
flieepy  one.  I  was  well  disposed  bed-ward,  when  I 
your  Majesty's  commands  to  attend  you." 

"  I  will  not  tong  delay  you,  cousin,  from  your  repc 
said  the  Queen  ;  "  though  I  fear  you  will  sleep  leaa  m 
fy  when  1  teU  ^ott  ■jcnu  ■wa^tja  '■aVoifc." 
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"  Nay,  Rtyal  madam,"  said  Edith,  "  this,  surely,  it 
dwelling  oiT  a  jest  which  has  rather  been  worn  out.  I 
laid  no  wager,  however  it  was  your  MRJesty's  pleasuro 
to  suppose,  or  to  insist,  that  1  did  so." 

"  Nay,  now,  despite  our  pilgrimage,  Satan  is  strong 
with  you,  my  gentle  cousin,  and  prompts  thee  to  leasing. 
Can  you  deny  that  you  gogccl  your  niby  ring  ngaimt  my 
golden  bracelet,  that  yonder  Knight  of  the  Libbard,  or 
how  call  ynu  him,  could  not  he  seduced  from  his  post  ?" 

"  Your  Majesty  is  too  great  for  me  to  gainsay  you," 
replied  Edith  ;  "  but  these  ladies  can,  if  iliey  will,  bear 
me  witness,  that  it  was  your  Highness  who  proposed  such 
■  wager,  and  took  the  ring  from  my  finger,  even  wiiile  - 1 
was  declaring  that  1  did  not  think  it  maidenly  to  gageuiy 
tbing  on  such  a  subject.^' 

*'  Nay,  but,  my  4jady  Edith,"  said  another  voice, 
"  you  must  needs  grant,  under  your  favour,  that  you  ex- 
pressed yourself  veryconfidentof  the  valour  of  that  same 
iuiight  of  the  Leopard." 

**  And  if  1  did,  minion,"  said  Edith,  angrily,  **  is  that 
•  good  reason  why  thou  shouldst  put  in  thine  word  to 
flatter  her  Majesty's  humour  f  I  spoke  of  that  knight  but 
Si  all  men  speak  who  have  seen  him  in  the  field,  and  had 
no  more  interest  in  defending  than  thou  in  detracting  from 
bim.  In  a  camp,  what  can  women  speak  of  save  soldiera 
and  deeds  of  arms  f" 

"The  noble  Lady  Edith,"  said  a  third  voice,  "  hath 
■ever  forgiven  Calisia  and  me,  since  we  told  your  Majes- 
ty that  she  dropped  two  rose-buds  in  the  chapel." 

"  if  your  Majesty,"  said  Edith,  in  a  tone  which  Sir 
Kconeth  could  judge  to  be  that  of  respectful  remon- 
strance, "  have  no  other  commands  for  me  than  to  hear 
the  gibes  of  yolir  waiting-women,  I  must  crave  your  per- 
mission to  withdraw." 

"  Silence,  Florise,"  said  the  Queen,  "  and  let  not  our 
indulgence  lead  you  to  forget  the  difference  betwixt  your- 
self and  the  kinswoman  of  England. — But  you,  my  dea.c 
eousin,"  she  continued,  resuming  hoi  U>no  oi  tvO&crj^ 
/5     roi^  It. 
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"  bow  con  you,  who  Are  so  good-n&turc<^,  begrudge  b 
poor  wreiclics  a  fpw  minuics*  Iftugliine,  irlien  we  bpn 
bad  so  man}'  days  devoted  lo  weeping  and  gnashing  a 
teeth  ?" 

"  Great  be  ymir  mirib,  royal  lady,"  said  Edith ;  *"  jt 
would  1  be  content  not  lo  smile  for  tbe  rest  of  my  ik 
Father  than " 

She  stbpped,  apparently  out  of  respect ;  but  SirKcD 
aetb  could  hear  that  sl:e  w.ns  in  miicl)  agitaticn. 

"  Forgive  me,"  said  Bercngaria,  a  thouehlless  ht 
good-humoured  princess  of  tlw  House  of  Navarre^ 
"  but  what  is  the  ^reai  olT^e  a&er  all  ?  A  \oia{ 
kn^jht  has  been  wiled  hithcr-^has  dolen — or  hai  but 
stolen— from  his  post,  which  no  one  will  disturb  in  )m 
absence,  for  the  sake  of  a  f:iir  lady ;  for,-  to  do  yoa 
champion  jaslice,  sweet  one,  the  wigiloiii  of  Ncclabaim 
could  conjure  him  hiilicr  in  no  name  Lut  yours." 

"  Gracious  Heaven  !  your  Majesty  does  not  say  so  T 
said  Ediih,  in  a  voice  of  alarm  quite  difTercnt  fiom  tb 
agitation  she  had  previously  evinced, — "  yon  cannot  w; 
90,  consistently  will)  respect  for  your  own  honour  and  fa 
mine,  your  husband's  kinswoman  ! — Say  you  were  jcstii; 
with  me,  my  royal  mistress,  and  forgive  me  that  I  rouM 
even  for  a  moment,  think  it  |)ossiblc  you  could  be  ■ 
earnest  t" 

"  The  Lady  Ediih,"  said  the  Queen,  in  a  dii^plessei 
tone  of  voice,  "  regrets  the  ring  we  have  won  of  her.- 
We  will  rt'store  the  pledge  to  you,  gentle  eousin,  only  yot 
must  not  grudge  us  in  turn  a  btile  triumph  over  tlie  wit 
dom  which  lias  been  so  often  Fprcad  over  us,  as  a  banafl 
over  a  host." 

"A  triumph!"  exclaimed  Kdiih,  indignantly;  "i 
triumph  ! — the  triumph  wilt  be  with  the  infide),  vhen  b< 
hears  that  (lie  Queen  of  England  can  make  the  reputstior 
of  her  hu.-^band's  kinswoman  die  subject  of  a  Irpht  frolic.' 

"  You  are  angry,  fair  cousin,  al  losing  your  faroun'R 
ring,"  said  the  Queen — "  Coint',  since  you  srrutlge  lo  paj 
your   wager,  wc  «'A\  ^cwwiwct  uai  \\^l\;.  -^  it  was  yo«r 
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name  and  that  pledge  brought  him  hidier,  and  we  care 
not  for  the  bait  after  the  fish  is  caught." 

*'  Madam,"  replied  Ediili,'  impaticnil)',  "  you  know 
^ell  that  your  Grace  could  not  wish  for  any  tiling  of  mine 
but  it  becomes  Iiistaiiity  yours.  Uiit  1  would  give  a  bushel 
of  rubies  ere  ring  or  name  of  mme  had  been  used  to  brhig 
a  brave  man  iiilo  a  fault,  and  perhaps  to  disgrace  and 
punishment." 

"  0,  II  is  for  ilie  safety  of  our  true  knight  that  we  fear  !" 
said  the  Queen.  "  Vou  rate  our  power  too  low,  fair 
cousin,  when  you  speak  of  a  life  being  lost  for  a  frolic 
of  ours.  O,  Lady  Edith,  others  luve  influence  oa 
the  iron  breasts  of  warriors  as  well  as  you — (lie  heart 
even  of  a  lion  is  made  of  /lesh,  not  of  stone ;  and,  believe 
ma,  I  have  interest  enoitgli  wilh  Richard  to  save  lliis  kniglil, 
ID  whose  fntc  LadyCdith  is  so  deeply  concerned,  from 
the  penalty  of  disobeying  his  royal  commands." 

"  For  the  love  of  the  blessed  cross,  most  royol  lady," 
•aid  Edith — and  Sir  Kenneth,  with  feelings  which  ii  were 
lurd  to  unravel,  heard  her  jirostrate  herself  at  the  Queen's 
feet,—"  for  the  love  of  our  blessed  Lady,  and  of  every 
boly  saint  in  ihc  calendar,  bewaro  whnt  you  do  !     You 

*  know  not  king  Richard— you  have  been  but  shortly  wed- 
ded to  him — your  breuth  might  as  well  combat  die  west 
wind  when  it  is  wildest,  as  your  words  persuade  my  royal 
kinsman  to  pardon  a  military  ofTencc.  Oh' !  for  God's 
sake,  dismiss  this  gentleman,  if  indeed  you  have  lured  him 

'  liither !  I  could  nhnosl  he  content  lo  rest  with  the  shamo 
of  liaving  invited  him,  did  I  know  tlmi  he  was  returned 
tgnin  where  his  duly  c.ills  him." 

"  Arise,  cousin,  arise,"  said  Queen  Bercngaria,  "  and 
be  assured  all  will  he  better  than  yon  think.     Rise,  dear 

'  Edith ;  I  am  sorry  I  have  played  my  foolery  with  a  knight 
in  whom  you  lake  such  deep  interest — N.ty,  wring  not 
tiiy  liands — I  will  believe  thou  carest  not  for  him — believe 
tny  thing  rather  th.nn  see  tliee  look  so  wrclchciily  misera- 
ble—I  telldiec,  I  will  Like  the  blame  on  myself  with  King 
Richard  in  behalf  of  thy  fair  nonhcrn  (ticttA — ^mxe  w:^ 
qaaiauncef  1  would  say,  since  thou  owi\^s\  \um  nov  vb  % 
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Ineiid. — Nay,  look  not  so  reproaclifulljf — ^We  w!B  tsai 

Neciabanus  lo  dismiss  iliis  kniglil  of  (lie  Stoudard  to  Im 
post ;  UDiJ  we  ourselves  will  grace  liiin  en  some  fuivn 
day,  [a  luake  ami^nib  fur  bis  wilii-goosc  cliase.  Ho  ii,! 
WBiraal,  liut  tying  perilucin  some  oelgbtiouriBg  loDt." 

**  By  my  crown  of  lilies,  and  my  sceplre  of  a  ipecitl^ 
good  waier-reed,"  said  Nectabauus,  "youi  Majestj  ii 
mistaken — he  is  nearer  at  hand  than  you  «'ol~-ti«  bcik 
ensconced  ihere  behind  iliat  canvass  partilion." 

"  And  wiUiin  hearing  of  each  word  we  have  laiil!' 

(exclaimed  the  Queen,  in  her  turn  violeuliy  surprised  mi 

^^tated — "  Out,  Dion&ler  of  folly  and  maligniiy  !" 

BAAs  she  ultored  these  words,  NeciakHQu^  dtid  frocalh 

^■vilion  with  a  yell  of  such  a  nature,  ss  leaves  ii  itl 

aoubtful  nhcther  Uerengaria  Iiud  coutined  her  rebtiki^ 

words,  or  added  some  more  empfaMkc  eKprcssion  of^| 

displeasure.  ^ 

"  Viimi  can  now  be  done  i'"  said  tlie  Queen  lo  EctP 
in  a  whisper  of  undisguised  ttneasiness. 

"  That  which  must,"  said  Edith,  firmly.  "  We  mM 
see  this  gentleman,  and  place  ourselves  in  his  iDercy." 

So  snyiug,  she  began  hastily  to  undo  a  cnrtaut  vUdj 
at  one  plnce  coveted  an  entrance  or  couitniinicatiiMb    ** 

"  For    Heaven's  sake,   forbear — consider,"  tui 
Queen,  "  my  apartment — our  dress — the  hour— mf 
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But  ere  she  could  detail  her  rcmcuistrances,  the 

fell,  and  ihere  was  do  divisiiui  any  longer  bcinixt 
armed  knight  and  the  party  of  htdies.  TIm:  wHtmll' 
an  eastern  ni|^hi  occnsioucd  the  undress  of  Qucun  Bwl 
garia  and  her  houseliold  to  be  rather  luoie  siniplB  ni 
unstudied  than  their  station,  and  ibe  presence  of  a  fltdl 
speclntor  of  rank,  required.  7'his  iIjb  Queen  rcvin^ 
bercd,  and  with  a  loud  shriek  tied  from  itic  aputniflL 
where  Sir  Kenneth  was  disclosed  lo  view  in  a  copartmOl 
of  the  iiniple  pavilion,  now  no  longer  separated  frniti  (bU 
in  which  ihey  stood.  Thegrief  tndn.^itaiiuDof  the  I^d; 
Edtth,  Bi  weU  m  the  Aecy  wVci%^v  4\e  felt  in  a  jiawy  e* 
B  &t:oUu\\  V\\vi^\V  ^-i\a.^  ^3^H 


THE   TALIBHAir.  173 

her  forgetting  that  her  loctcs  were  more  dishevelled,  and 
her  person  less  hccdfully  covered,  than  was  the  wont  of 
high-born  damsels  in  an  age,  which  was  not  after  all  the 
most  prudish  or  scrupulous  period  of  the  ancient  time. 
A  thin  loose  garment  of  pink-coloured  silk  made  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  her  vestments,  with  oriental  slippers,  into 
^vhich  she  had  hastily  thrust  her  bare  feet,  and  a  scarf 
hurriedly  and  loosely  thrown  about  her  shoulders.  Her 
head  had  no  other  covering  than  the  veil  of' rich  and  dis- 
heveUed  locks  falling  rotmd  it  on  every  side,  that  half- 
hid  a  countenance,  which  a  mingled  sense  of  modesty, 
and  of  resentment,  and  other  deep  and  agitating  feelings, 
had  covered  with  crimson. 

But  although  Edith  felt  her  situation  with  all  that 
delicacy  which  is  her  scx^s  greatest  charm,  it  did  not 
seem  that  for  a  moment  she  placed  her  own  baslifulness 
in  comparison  with  the  duty,  which,  as  she  thought,  she 
owed  to  him,  who  had  been  led  into  error  and  danger  on 
her  account.  She  drew,  indeed,  her  scarf  more  closely 
over  her  neck  and  bosom,  and  she  hastily  laid  from  her 
hand  a  lamp,  which  shed  too  mu(!h  lustre  over  her  figure ; 
but,  while  Sir  Kenneth  stood  motionless  on  the  same  spot 
in  which  he  was  first  discovered,  she  rather  stepped  to- 
wards than  retired  from  him,  as  she  exclaimed,  ''  Hasten 
to  your  post,  valiant  knight ! — ^you  are  deceived  in  being 
trained  hiUier — ask  no  questions." 

"  I  need  ask  none,"  said  the  kniglit,  sinking  upon  one 
knee,  with  the  reverential  devotion  of  a  saint  at  the  altar^ 
and  bending  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  lest  his  looks  should 
increase  the  lady's  cinbarrassuient. 

"  Have  you  heard  all  ?"  said  Edith,  impatiently— 
"  Gracious  saints !  then  wherefore  wait  you  here,  when 
each  minute  that  passes  is  loaded  with  dishonour  !" 

**  I  have  heard  that  I  am  dishonoured,  lady,  and  I  have 
heard  it  from  you  answered  Kenneth.  What  reck  1  how 
soon  punishment  follows  ?  I  have  but  one  petition  to  you, 
and  then  I  seek,  among  the  sabres  of  the  infidels,  whether 
dishonour  ma/  not  be  washed  out  with  \>\oo^J^^ 
75*    roL,  Mis 
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**  Do  not  so,  neither,"  said*  the  kdy.  "  Be  «i 
dally  not  here-=-all  may  yet  be  well,  if  yon  will  bu 
despatch." 

"  J  wait  but  for  your  roT^iveness,"  said  the  ku^ 
kneeling,  "  for  my  presumption  in  believing  thai  my 
•ervices  could  have  been  required  or  valued  by  yoi 

"  I  do  forgive  you — O,  I  have  nothing  to  for^vi 
have  been  tlie  means  of  injuring  you — But  O,  b^oi 
I  will  fbi^ive — 1  will  value  you — that  is,  as  I  value 
brave  crusader — if  you  will  but  begone  !" 

"  Receive,  first,  ibis  precious  yet  fatal  pledge,' 
the  knight,  tendering  the  ring  to  Editb,  who  now  A 
gestures  of  impatience. 

"  Oh  no,  no,"  she  said,  declining  to  receive  it.  ** 
il — keep  it  as  a  mark  of  my  regard — my  regret,  I ' 
My.     O  begone,  if  not  for  your  own  sake,  for  mini 

Almost  recompensed  for  the  loss  even  of  honour, 
her  voice  had  denounced  to  him,  by  the  interest  ' 
she  seemed  to  testify  in  his  safety.  Sir  Kenneth 
from  his  knee,  and,  casting  a  momentary  glance  on  I 
bowed  low  and  seemed  about  to  withdraw.  At  the 
instant,  that  maidenly  bashfulness,  which  the  ener 
Edith's  feelings  had  till  then  triumphed  over,  be 
conqueror  in  its  turn,  and  she  bastened  from  the  t 
ment,  extinguishing  her  lamp  as  she  went,  and  lei 
in  Sir  Kenneth's  thoughts,  botli  mental  and  natural  | 
behind  her. 

She  must  be  obeyed,  was  the  first  distinct  idea  ^ 
waked  him  from  his  reverie,  and  he  hastened  to  the 
by  which  he  had  erttered  tlie  pavilion.  To  pass  i 
the  canvass  in  the  manner  he  had  entered,  required 
and  attention,  and  he  made  a  readier  aperture  by  sJ 
the  canvass  wall  with  his  poniard.  When  in  the  fre 
be  felt  rather  stupified  and  overpowered  by  a  co 
of  sensations,  than  able  to  ascertain  what  was  the 
import  of  the  whole.  He  was  obliged  to  spur  hi: 
to  action,  by  recollecting  that  the  commands  of  the  ] 
£dilb  bad  letpined  \taa\ft.  &4«n  \.b«a,  en^ged  i 
ms  amongst  lent-ro^es  nn^  \extta.  'Wi  -vvh  ^xm^ 
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more  with  caution  until  he  should  regain  tlie  path  or 
■venue,  aside  from  which  the  dwarf  had  led  him,  in  order 
to  escape  the  observation  of  the  guards  before  the  Queen's 
pavilion  ;  and  he  was  obliged  also  to  move  slowly,  and 
with  precaution,  to  avoid  giving  an  alarm,  either  by  falling 
or  by  the  clashing  of  his  armour.  A  thin  cloud  had  ob- 
scured the  moon,  too,  at  the  very  instant  of  his  leaving 
the  tent,  and  Sir  Kenneth  had  to  struggle  with  this  in- 
convenience at  a  moment  when  the  dizziness  of  his  head, 
and  the  fulness  of  his  heart,  scarce  left  him  powers  of 
intelligence  sufficient  to  direct  his  motions. 

But  at  once  sounds  came  upon  his  ear,  which  instantly 
recalled  him  to  the  full  energy  of  his  faculties.  These 
proceeded  from  the  Mount  of  Saint  George.  He  heard 
fint  a  single  fierce,  angry,  and  savage  bark,  which  was 
immediately  followed  by  a  yell  of  agony.  No  deer  ever 
bounded  with  a  wilder  start  at  the  voice  of  Roswal,  tlian 
did  Sir  Kenneth  at  what  he  feared  was  the  death-cry  of 
that  noble  hound,  from  whom  no  ordinary  injury  could 
have  extracted  even  the  slightest  acknowledgment  of  pain. 
He  surmounted  tlic  space  which  divided  him  from  the 
avenue,  and,  having  attained  it,  began  to  run  towards  tlie 
■KHint,  although  loaded  ^ith  his  mail,  faster  than  most 
■nen  could  have  accompanied  him  even  if  unarmed,  re- 
laxed not  his  pace  for  the  steep  sides  of  the  artificial 
mound,  and  in  a  few  minutes  stood  on  the  platform  upon 
its  summit. 

The  moon  broke  forth  at  this  moment,  and  showed 
him  that  the  standard  of  England  was  vanished,  that  the 
spear  on  which  it  had  floated  lay  broken  on  the  ground, 
and  beside  it  was  his  iaithful  hound,  apparently  in  the 
agonies  of  death. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


-All  Biy  kn^  arrcor  of  homor  ktly 


H<Mficd  ap  in  ynuih,  and  hoarded  up  fcr  mge, 
Halh  boDour's  fountain  then  suck'd  up  the  sUneam  T 
lie  hath — and  bootiug  hoys  may  barelbot  pattf. 
And  gather  pcbliles  Ironi  the  naked  fiird. 

DcnSetatHom, 

After  a  torrent  of  afflicting  sensations,  by  ivbi 
was  at  Grst  almost  sttinned  and  confounded,  Sir  Keni 
first  thought  was  to  look  for  the  authors  of  this  vio 
of  the  English  banner ;  but  in  no  direction  could  h 
traces  of  them.  His  next,  which  to  some  person; 
scarce  to  any  who  have  mado  intimate  acquaint 
among  the  canine  race,  may  appear  strange,  was  t 
amine  the  condition  of  his  faithful  Roswal,  mo 
wounded,  as  it  seemed,  in  discharging  the  duty  i 
bis  master  had  been  seduced  to  abandon.  He  can 
the  dying  animal,  who,  faithful  to  the  last,  seemed  tc 
get  his  own  pain  in  the  satisfaction  he  received  froi 
master's  presence,  and  continued  wagging  bis  tai! 
licking  his  hand,  even  while  by  low  moanings  be  exp 
cd  that  his  agony  was  increased  by  the  attempts  v 
Sir  Kenneth  made  to  withdraw  from  the  wound  the 
raent  of  die  lance,  or  javelin,  with  which  it  bad 
inflicted  ;  then  redoubled  bis  feehle  endearments, 
fearing  he  had  oflFended  his  master  by  showing  a  s 
of  the  pain  to  which  his  interference  bad  subjected 
There  was  something  in  the  display  of  the  dying  < 
ture's  attachment,  wliich  mixed  asa  bitterinp;redient 
the  sense  of  disgrace  and  desolation  by  which  Sir  1 
neth  was  oppressed.  -His  only  friend  Fec*mcd  rem< 
from  him,  just  when  he  had  incurred  the  contempt 
Jbatred  of  sil\  besides.     T!W  Vva^wS  ^vt^ici^ih  of  i 
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gave  waj  to  a  burst  of  agonized  distress,  and  be  groaned 
and  wept  aloud. 

While  he  thus  indulged  his  grief,  a  clear  and  solemn 
Toice,  close  beside  him,  pronounced  these  words  in  the 
sonorous  tone  of  the  readers  of  the  mosque,  and  in  the 
lingua  Franca,  mutually  understood  by  Christians  and 
Saracens  : — 

**  Adversity  is  like  the  period  of  the  former  and  of  the 
latter  rain, — cold,  comfortless,  unfriendly  to  man  and  to 
animal ;  yet  from  that  season  have  their  birth  the  flower 
and  the  fruit,  the  date,  the  rose,  and  the  pomegranate." 

Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leopard  turned  towards  the  speak- 
er, and  beheld  the  Arabian  physician,  who,  approaching 
unfaeard,  had  seated  himself  a  little  behind  him  cross- 
IiM;ged,  and  uttered  with  gravity,  yet  not  without  a  tone 
oTsympathy,  the  moral  sentences  of  consolatk)n  with 
which  the  Koran  and  its  commentators  supplied  him  ;  for, 
in  the  East,  wisdom  b  held  to  consist,  less  in  a  display  of 
the  sage's  own  inventive  talents,  than  in  his  ready  memory, 
lad  happy  application  of  and  reference  to  ''  that  which 
18  written." 

Ashamed  at  being  surprised  in  a  womanlike  expression 
of  sorrow.  Sir  Kenneth  dashed  his  tears  indignantly  aside, 
and  again  busied  himself  witli  his  dying  favourite. 

**  The  poet  hath  said,''  continued  tlie  Arab,  without 
noticing  tlie  knight's  averted  looks  and  sullen  deportment 
-— '*  the  ox  for  the  6eld,  and  tlie  camel  for  the  desert. 
Were  not  tlie  hand  of  the  leech  fitter  than  that  of  the 
aoldier  to  cure  wounds,  though  less  able  to  inflict  them  .^" 

'*  This  patient,  Hukim,  is  beyond  tliy  help,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth ;  *'  and,  besides,  he  is,  by  tliy  law,  an  unclean 
animal." 

**  Where  Allah  hath  deigned  to  bestow  life,  and  a  sense 
of  pain  and  pleasure,"  said  the  physician,  ''  it  were  sinful 
pride  should  the  sage,  whom  he  has  enlightened,  refuse 
to  prolong  existence,  or  assuage  agony.  To  tlie  saj^o, 
the  cure  of  a  miserable  groom,  of  a  poor  dog,  and  of  ^ 
conqueribg  monarch,  are  events  of  little  dUu\x<cV\Q»'QL«  VkX 
me  exMittiae  this  wounded  animal.^^ 
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Sir  Kenneth  acceded  in  silence,  and  the  phywcti 
spected  and  handled  Koswal's  n-ound  n-itfa  as  mnefa 
and  atiendon  as  if  he  had  been  a  human  being.  Hf 
took  forth  a  case  of  instruments,  and,  by  the  jtiiU 
and  slcilful  application  of  pincers,  nithdre?  Irom 
vounded  shoulder  tlie  fragment  of  the  weapon,  and 
ped  witli  styptics  and  bandages  the  effusion  of  blood ' 
followed  ;  the  creature  all  tlie  while  suffering  him  pi 
ly  to  perform  these  kind  offices,  as  if  he  had  been  i 
of  his  kind  inleniions. 

"  The  animal  may  be  cured,"  said  El  Hakini 
dressing  himself  to  Sir  Kenneth,  "  if  you  will  peni 
to  carry  him  to  my  tent,  and  treat  him  with  the 
which  die  nobleness  of  his  nature  deserves.  For  I 
that  thy  servant  Adonbec  is  no  less  skilful  in  the 
and  pedigree,  and  distinctions  of  good  dogs  and  of 
steeds,  than  in  the  diseases  which  aSect  the  human  i 

"  Take  him  wiili  you,"  said  the  knighl.  **  I  b 
him  on  you  freely  if  he  recovers.  I  owe  ihcc  a  n 
for  attendance  on  my  squire,  and  have  noOiing  e 
pay  it  with.  For  myself,  I  will  never  again  wind  I 
or  halloo  to  hound." 

The  Arabian  made  no  replyj  but  gave  a  signal  i 
clapping  of  his  hands,  which  was  instanily  answcre 
the  opj)C3rsncc  of  two  black  slaves.  He  gave  ihei 
orders  in  Arabic,  received  the  answer,  that  "  lo 
was  to  obey,"  when,  taking  the  animal  in  their  arms 
removed  him,  without  much  resistance  on  his  pad 
though  his  eyes  turned  to  lib  master,  he  was  too  w( 
■Iruggle. 

"  Pare  tliee  well,  Roswal,  tlicn,"  said  Sir  Kennc 
"  fare  thee  well,  my  last  and  only  friend — thou  a 
noble  a  possession  to  be  retained  by  one  sucli  as  I 
in  future  call  myself. — I  would,"  he  said,  as  the  i 
retired,  "  thnt,  dying  as  he  is,  1  could  exchange  C 
tions  witli  thai  noble  animal." 

"It  is  written,"  answered  the  Arabian,  allboug 
exclamation  had  not  hcen  addressed  to  liim,  **u 
c/ealures  arc  [as\Honci  ^ot  Aic  ««ts\^«  vi\  'r<3iki^^ 
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T  of  the  eardi  gpeaketh  folly  when  he  would  ex- 
change, in  his  impatience,  his  hopes  licre  and  to  come,  for 
the  servile  condition  of  an  inferior  being." 

*'  A  dog  who  dies  Jn  discharging  his  duly,"  said  tha 
hnight,  sternly,  "  is  better  than  a  man  who  survives  tiie  de- 
sertion of  it.  Leave  me,  Hakim;  thou  hast,  on  this  side  of 
tninuile,  llie  most  wonderful  science  which  man  ever  pos- 
sessed, hut  the  wounds  of  the  spirit  are  beyond  thy  power." 

"Not  if  the  patient  will  explain  bis  calamity,  and  be 
guided  by  the  physician,"    said  Adonhec  El  Hakim. 

i'  Know,  then,"  snid  Sir  Kenneth,  ."  since  tliou  art  so 
importunate,  that  last  night,  the  banner  of  England  wof 
di^ayed  from  tliis  mound — I  was  its  appointed  guardian 
—morning  is  now  breaking — there  ties  the  broken  han- 
oer^pear — tlie  standard  itself  is  lost — and  here  sit  I  a 
KvinE  man." 

"How!"  said  El  Ilakim,  examining  him;  "tliy  armour 
u  whole — there  is  no  blood  on  tiiy  weapons,  and  report 
Ipeaks  thee  one  unlikely  to  return  tlius  from  6ght. — ^lllOU 
I  luAt  been  trained  from  thy  post — ay,  trained  by  llie  rosy 
cheek  and  black  eye  of  one  of  those  liouris,  to  whom  ye 
ffasarenes  vow  rather  such  service  as  is  due  to  Allah, 

tthan  such  love  as  may  lawfully  be  rendered  to  forms  of 
slay  like  our  own.      It  has  been  thus  assuredly  ;  for  so 
^tb  man  ever  fallen,  even   since  tlie  days  of  Sulten 
,  Adam." 

'        "  And  if  it  were  so,  physician,"   said    Sir  Kenneth, 
■ultenly,  "  what  remedy  r" 

■"Knowledge  is  the  parent  of  power,"  said  EI  Hakim, 
"  as  valour  supplies  strength. — Listen  to  me.  Man  is 
not  OS  a  tree,  botmd  lo  one  spot  of  earth — nor  is  he 
framed  to  clin^  to  one  bare  rork,  like  the  scarce  animated 
shell-fisli.  Tliine  own  Christian  writings  command  thee, 
when  persecuted  In  one  city  to  flee  to  another  ;  and  w« 
Moslem  also  know,  that  Mohammed,  the  Prophet  of  Al- 
lah, driven  fonii  from  the  holy  city  of  I^Iecca,  found  his 
refuge  and  his  helpm:iies  at  Medina." 

"  Aod  what  docs  tltis  concern  me  i"  &%\d  \bc  %«&. 
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**  Much,"  answered  the  physician*  ^  Even  di 
flies  die  tempest  which  he  cannot  control.  U: 
speed,  therefore,  and  fly  from  the  Tengeance  of  B 
to  the  shadow  of  Saladin's  victorious  banner.*' 

'^  I  might  indeed  hide  my  dislionour,"  said  Si 
neth,  ironically,  *'  in  a  camp  of  infidel  heathens, 
the  very  phrase  is  unknown. — But  had  I  not  betti 
take  more  fully  in  their  reproach  ?  Does  not  thy 
stretch  so  far  as  to  recommend  me  to  take  the  ti 
Methinks  I  want  but  apostacy  to  consummate  my  in) 

"  Blaspheme  not,  Nazarenc,"  said  die  phj'sician, 
ly  ;  '*  Saladin  makes  no  converts  to  the  law  i 
Prophet,  save  those  on  whom  its  precepts  shall  wor 
vicdon.  Open  thine  eyes  to  the  light,  and  the  gr« 
dan,  whose  liberality  is  as  boundless  as  his  powei 
bestow  on  thee  a  kingdom  ;  remain  blinded  if  tho 
and,  being  one  whose  second  life  is  doomed  to  n 
Saladin  will  yet,  for  this  span  of  present  time,  niab 
rich  and  happy.  But  fear  not  that  diy  brows  sh 
bound   with  the  turban,  save  at  thine  own  free  ch 

"  My  choice  were  rather,"  said  the  knight,  "  d 
wridien  features  should  blacken,  as  they  are  like 
in  this  evening's  setting  sun." 

"  Yet  thou  art  not  wise,  Nazarene,"  said  El  h 
"  to  reject  this  fair  ofler  ;  for  I  have  power  with  Si 
and  can  raise  thee  high  in  his  grace.  Look  you,  n 
— tliis  crusade,  as  you  call  your  wild  enterprize, 
a  large  dromond*  parting  launder  in  die  waves, 
thyself  hast  borne  terms  of  truce  from  the  King 
Princes  whose  force  is  here  assembled,  to  the  n 
Soldan,  and  knew'st  not,  perchance,  the  full  te 
diine  own  errand." 

"  I  knew  not,  and  I  care  not,"  said  the  Knight, 
dently  ;  "  what  avails  it  to  me  that  I  have  been  o 
the  envoy  of  princes,  when,  ere  night,  I  shall  be 
betted  and  dishonoured  corse  .^" 


*Tho  largesl  wnot  v««M^^2MA\aia<«u^'«tx«>itx«bai 
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'^  JXnjf  I  speak  that  it  may  not  be  so  with  tbec^**  said 
the  physician.  *'  Saladin  is  courted  on  all  sides  ;  the 
combined  Princes  of  tliis  league  formed  agaia^  him,  have 
made  such  proposals  of  composition  and  peace,  as,  in 
other  circumstances,  it  might  have  become  his  honour  to 
have  granted  to  tliem.  Others  have  made  private  offers 
on  tlieir  own  separate  account,  to  disjoin  tlieir  forces 
from  tlie  camp  of  the  Kings  of  Frangistan,  .and  eren  to 
lend  their  arms  to  the  defence  of  the  standard  of  the 
Prophet.  But  Saladm  will  not  be  served  by  such  treach- 
erous and  interested  defection.  The  King  of  kings  wilt 
treat  only  with  the  Lion  King.  Saladin  will  hold  treaty 
with  none  but  the  Melech  Kic,  and  with  him  he  will  treat 
like  a  prince,  or  fight  like  a  champion.  To  Ricinrd  be 
will  yield  such  conditions  of  his  free  liberality,  as  the ' 
airords  of  all  Europe  could  never  compel  from  him  by 
Ibrce  or  terror.  He  will  pennit  a  free  pilgrimage  to 
Jerusalem,  and  all  the  places  where  the  Nazarenes  list  to 
worship ;  nay,  he  will  so  far  share  even  his  empire  with 
hb  brother  Richard,  that  he  will  allow  Christian  garrisons 
in  the  six  strongest  cities  of  Palestine,  and  one  in  Jeru- 
nlem  itself,  and  suffer  them  to  be  under  the  immediate 
command  of  the  officers  of  Richard,  who,  he  consents, 
■hall  bear  the  name  of  King  Guardian  of  Jerusalem.  Yet 
farther,  strange  and  incredible  as  you  may  think  it,  know, 
Sir  Knight — for  to  your  honour  I  can  commit  even  that 
almost  incredible  secret — know  that  Saladin  will  put  a 
sacred  seal  on  this  happy  uiibn  betwixt  tlie  bravest  and 
noblest  of  Frangistan  and  Asia,  by  raising  to  the  rank 
of  his  royal  spouse  a  Christian  damsel,  allied  in  blood 
lo  King  Richard,  and  known  by  tlie  name  of  the  Lady 
Edith  of  Plantagenet."* 


*  This  BWj  appear  ao  extramtHnnn'  and  improbable  a  propMttion,  that  it  is 
iwicciMry  to  sav  such  a  odo  was  actually  made.    The  hiktorians,  bowe\'er,  futn 
ttatiite  the  widowed  Queen  of  Naples,  iilstvr  of  Ricliiinl,  for  the  bride,  and 
BaMmU  brother  for  the  bridcj^^ruum.    Tliov  appear  to  have  been  irnoraal 
of  the  exutence  of  Etiilh  of  Plaiitagcnel.^-Scc  Mill's  liistoni  q£  uu  Cm* 
aaJm,  «•!.  XL  p.  61. 
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"  Ha  ! — say'st  iIioh  ?"  exclaimed  Sir  Kenneiti,  vbg^ 
listeninE;  witli  inililVurcnce  nnil  njjalliy  to  t\n!  prccnbf 
part  of  El  Hakim's  sjieccli,  wus  ifltiched  by  iliis  last  coa- 
nmnicatiun,  as  llic  Uuili  of  a  nerve  uacxpeciedly  jarrcJ, 
will  aivakeii  ihe  sensniioii  of  agony,  «veii  in  the  uii\m 
of  palsy.  Tben  moderatinE;  his  loue,  by  dint  of  muiA 
efibrt,  lie  reslfalncd  his  indigiiaiion,  Riid  veiling  it 
llie  appearance  of  contempiuoiis  doubl,  lie  pi 
the  conversation,  in  order  to  get  as  much  kiiOHlml^l 
|>ossible  of  tlie  |>lot,  as  he  deemed  it,  againH  ilia  In 
and  happiness  of  her,  whom  he  loved  not  Uio  lest 
his  passion  had  ruined  u|iparciiily  his  fortunes,  mc 
»nd  his  honour. — "  And  what  Christian,"  lie  saitl, 
tolerable  cahnnesE,  "  would  sanction  a  union  so 
ural,  as  that  of  a  Clirisiian  maiden  with  an  unbi 
Saracen  ?" 

"  Tiiou  art  bul  an   ignorant,  bigolted  Nas&rcnd, 
tlie   Hakim,  "  Seest  lliou   not  how  the   Maho 
princeii  daily  intermarry  with  the  noble  Naxareav 
in  Spaui,  u'idiout  scandal  eiilier  to  Moor  or  CiiriitiM? 
^nd  ihe  noble  Soldan  nill,  in  his  full  roniidcRCS 
id  of  Uichai'd,  pennit  the  Eii^li^h  maid  the  fi 
rliich  your  Frankisli  insnneis  have  assigned  to 
ill  allow  "her  ihe  free  cxci-cisc  of  lior  rei 
seeing   ihat,  in  very  mith,  ii  signifies  but  little  lo 
fnilh  females  are  addicted, — and  he  will  assign  h 
place  and  rank  over  all  the  women  of  his  zenana,  tliUI 
.11  he  ill  every  respect  lA  solo  and  absolute  queai.^ 
What !"  said  Sir  Kenncih,  "  darest  thou  think, " 
tliat  Ridiard    would  give  his  kinswoman — a 
and  virtuous  princess — to  be  at  bt^st  tlio 
ubine  in  the  linrani  of  a  misbeliever !    Know,  Hihiab 
est  free  Christian  noblu  would  scorn,  on  his  cb3A 
iliair,  such  5))lendid  ignominy."  ^ 

—  -  "  Thou  errcsl,"  said  the  Hakun  ;  "  Philip  of  Fnnctk 
ftnil  Henry  of  Champagne,  and  others  of  Uichard'spiio- 
ci/ial  alhes,  have  heard  tlie  proposal  »iihoui  starting,  and 
have  jiruiniscd,  as  (at  as 'itvftv  was .te  Ww^Vtaw' "" 
Mfl  may  end  thcWj 
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priest  of  Tyre  hath  undertaken  to  break  the  propoaal  to 
Richarcl,  not  doubting  that  he  shall  be  able  to  bring  the 
plan  to  good  issue.     The  Soldan's  wisdom  hath  as  yet 
kept  bis  proposition  secret  from  others,  such  as  be  of 
AfoDtserrat,  and  the  Master  of  the  Templars,  because  he 
knoirs  they  seek  to  thrive  by  Richard's  death  or  di»- 
cnce,  not  by  his  life  or  honour. — Up,  therefore,  Sir 
Knight,  and  to  horse.     I  will  give  tliee  a  scroll   which 
dull  advance  thee  highly  ivith  the  Soldan  ;  and  deem  not 
that  you  are  leaving  your  country,  or  her  cause,  or  her 
religion,  since  tlie  interest  of  the  two  monarcbs  will  spee- 
dily be  the  same.     To  Saladin  thy  counfel  will  be  most 
(    Kceptablc,  since  thou  canst  make  him  aware  of  much 
:    concerning  the  marriages  of  the  Christiiins,  llie  treat- 
1    ment  of  tlieir  wives,  and  other  points  of  ilieir  laws  and 
tissges,  which,  in  the  course  of  such  treaty,  it  much  con- 
t    eems  him  that  lie  should  know.     The  riglit  hand  of  the 
3    Soldan  grasps  tlie  treasures  of  tlic  East,  anditisthefoun- 
1   tain  of  generosity.     Or,  if  thou  destrest  it,  Saladin,  when 
^    allied  widi  England,  can  have  but  little  difficulty  to  obtain 
r-  from  Richard  not  only  thy  pardon  and  restoration  to 
:»  jivour,  but  an  honourable  command  in  the  troops  which 
s'  may  be  left  of  the  king  of  England's  host,  to  maintain 
;   their  joint  government  in  Palestine.     Up,  then,  and  mount 
— ^here  lies  a  plain  path  before  thee-" 

"  Hakim,"  said  the  Scottish  kniglit,  "  thou  art  a  man 
of  peace — also,  thou  hast  saved  (he  life  of  Richard  of 
England — and,  moreover,  of  fhy  own  poor  csqnire,  Strau- 
cfaon.  I  have,  therefore,  heard  to  an  end  a  mutter,  which 
being  propounded  by  another  Moslem  tlisn  thyself,  I  would 
have  cut  short  with  a  blow  of  my  dagger !  Hakim,  in 
return  for  thy  kindness,  I  advise  thee  to  see  that  the  Sar- 
acen, who  shall  propose  to  Richard  a  union  betwixt  the 
blood  of  PlnntBgenet  and  that  of  his  accursed  race,  do 
put  on  a  helmet  which  is  capable  to  endure  such  a  blow 
of  a  battle-axe  as  tliat  whicli  struck  down  the  gate  of 
Acre.  Certes,  he  will  be  otherwise  placed  beyond  tho 
ret^  even  of  thy  skiH." 
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"Tlioii  Brt,»lien  nilfuUy  doicrfnioed  rd(  lo  fly  toibw 
Saiacen  liosl  ?"  said  tlie  pliysician — "  Vet  reinnnb^fl 
thou  slayesl  lo  certain  destmruoo  ;  nnd  Uie  whliugsqfl 
tby  bw,  as  w<.-4)  as  ours,  prohiliii  niun  from  liroakiag  '"'fl 
tbe  labcniacle  of  liis  omu  life."  ^^ 

**  God  forbid  !"  replied  Uie  Scot,  crossing  luiusel^| 
'*  but  we  ore  niso  furbiddcii  to  avoid  llie  [iutu»lifn|^| 
wliich  our  Climes  l>ave  dc^rved  ;  and  since  so  poor  ^H 
tliy  Uiouelilsof  liJelit}',  Makim.ji  grudges  me  tiiatJli^H 
bestowed  my  good  iiound  on  Umc,  for  sliould  be  lifOt^f 
will  have  a  master  ignorant  of  l<is  value."  ^H 

"A  gift  tliut  is  bei;n)d£;ed  is  already  recalled,"  l^f 

El  Hakim,  "  only  ue  pliysic-ians  are  ^wom  not  to  Jll^| 

away  a  paiient  uni'iircd.     If  ihe  dog  recover,  lie  i&ii^H 

^^ttWre  yours."  -^H 

^^^v**  Go  lo,  Hukiin,"  answered  Sir  Kenncili  -,  "  men  ^i^l 

^fSftl  of  hawk  and  hound  vvlien  ilicre  is  but  ua  boiM^| 

day-hrcakins;  bclwiici  iliem  and  deaUi.     LeavH  me  ttWl 

collect  my  Una,  and  reconcile  myself  to  Heaven.**  1 

"  I  leave  tlieti  iu  ibiuo  obsiiaac-y,"  said  the  pUysicttiil  J 
"  ilie  mist  liirfcs  the  precijuce  from  diose  wiio  ure  doomU 
to  fall  over  it."  ^M 

He  wiilidrew  stowly,  turning  fromiime  to  time  lits  bsdH 
as  if  to  observe  \t  lieiticr  tlie  liovuied  kiiigld  roigbl  a^M 
recaU  him  citlter  by  word  or  sisfnal.  At  last  his  tiiHraa^^ 
figure  was  lost  among  the  Inhyrinili  of  icuLs  which  hjr  i^M 
tended  bencalli,  whitening  in  the  palo  liglit  of  llie  ddM^f 
ing,  before  wljich  the  moonbeam   had  now  &di>d   au^H 

Bm  aUiioiigh  llie  iibyeician  Adonbcc's  words  had  Min 
mvic  thut  iinpri'ssion  upon  Kennelti  which  the  sage  deAH  J 
et^ihey  had  inspired  thn  Scot  wilb  a  motive  for  d«siri[|ra 
life,  wbicJi,  dishonoured  as  lie  conceived  himselT  lo  \^M 
be  wa4  before  willing;  to  part  from  as  frora  a  suUiwi  VH^| 
went  no  longer  bucoiiiing  hi^  wear.  Much  ihU  tB^| 
passed  belwixt  ^insoif  and  tlie  hermit,  besidvs  wtiai  h^§ 
had  observed  between  ibe  aiicliorite  and  Slicvtkuhf,  (or  1 
^deriin,)  he  now  lecaUed  to  recoIUctiod,  and  Icndr^  a   I 
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"  The  reverend  impostor  !"  lie  exclaimed  to  himself; 
"the  hoary  hypocrite!  He  spok^'of  the  unbelieving 
husband  converted  by  the  believing  wife — snd  what  do- 
I  kiww  but  thai  the  traitor  exhibited  to  the  Saracen,  ac- 
cursed of  God,  die  beauties  of  E^ith  Plantagenet,  that 
the  bound  might  judge  if  the  princely  Christian  lady 
were  6t  to  be  admitted  into  the  haram  of  a  misbeliever? 
If  1  had  yonder  inGdcl  Ilderim,  or  whatsoever  he  Ucalled, 
■gain  in  the  gripe,  njth  which  I  ooce  held  him  fast  as 
ever  hound  held  hare,  never  again  should  he  at  least 
come  on  errand  disgraceful  to  tlie  honour  of  christian  King, 
or  noble  and  virtuous  maiden.     But  I — my  hours  are  fast 

,    dwindling  into  minutes — yet  while  1  have  life  and  breadi, 

,   something  must  he  done,  and  speedily." 

He  paused  for  a  few  minutes,  threw  from  him  his 

.  belmat,  then  strode  down  tlie  hill,  and  took  the  road  to 

,  Csg  Richard's  pavilion. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

The-Aalber'il  toiiKxIcr.  riianiicleer, 
Ilarl  waunl  hit  iHij^-horn, 

The  raniiug  iif  dw  mom. 
King  Eilwnnt  saw  llio  nulJj'  slrcnki 

Of  light  wlifnc  ihc  gray. 
Anil  hranl  Ibe  ravrn'h  imating  Ihnxil 

Praclnim  dw  faled  (Ir,v. 
"Tboa'rtrighl/'lieKiiid,  "  for  liy  Ibe  GoH, 

That  aiM  niihron'i)  op  high, 
Chariit  Bawdwin,  and  hii  (elknva  Iwain, 

Thit  d»j  rtmll  wrely  die." 

Chittihton. 

Oh  the  evening  on  which  Sir  Kenneth   assumed  bn 
poat,  Richard,  after  Oie  stormy  event  -wWwU  &sX\H\ia&\N» 
trMoqail/itjr,  had  retired  to  rest  in  the  pVcritu'Ve  »A  c.««fft 
IS*     rot^  u. 
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dence  iosiilrcd  by  liis  unfunded  cDuns;?,  and  the  toftt 
rioriiy  which  be  iHn^Isjilayud  it)  carrying;  ihe  point  Iw 
aimed  ai  in  presence  of  Uie  wtiok  Ciiristiaii  bost,  and  Hi 
leaders,  many  of  nhom,  ha  was  aware,  n-garded  in  tluU 
aeeret  souls  ibe  disgrace  of  ibc  Ausmaii  Duke  as  a  UtK 
uniph  over  ibcmselvea ;  so  that  his  jtiidc  Mt  ^tifio^ 
that  ill  prosuaiing  one  cDemy  he  had  ruoru&cd 
hundred. 

Another  monarch  would  have  doubled  his  gaardsi 
the  evening  aficr  such  a  scene,  and  kept  at  lean  a  p 
of  his  troo]>9  under  arms.  But  C(xur  de  Lion  di; 
upon  die  occasion,  even  bis  ordinary  watch,  nnd 
to  his  soldiers  a  donative  of  wine  lo  celebrate  his 
and  lo  drink  to  the  Banner  of  Sauil  George  j 
(juartur  of  ihe  camp  would  have  assumed  a 
totally  devoid  of  vigilance  and  military  prejiaratian^' 
thai  Sir  Thomas  de  Vans,  the  Ejri  of  Salii,bur7,  ' 
nobles,  took  precaiilions  to  jireserve  order  i 
among  the  revellers. 

The  physician  attended  tlie  King  from  bis   reUriaifl 
bed  till  midnight  was  past,  and  twice  admiuistered 
cine  to  him  during  tlial  period,  always  previously  a 
ing    the   quarter  of  heaven  occupied  hy  tlie  fuli 


whose  innuences  be  declared  to  be  i 


t  sovereign. 


most  baleful  to  tlie  elTect  of  his  dru|;s.  It  was  I 
hours  after  midnight  ere  El  Hakim  withdrew  irom  i 
royal  tent,  lo  one  which  had  been  pitched  for  lum 
and  his  retinue.  In  his  way  thither,  be  visited  Uw  li 
of  Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leopard,  in  order  lo  see  the  c 
dilion  of  his  first  patient  ui  the  christian  camp,  old  Sir 
chan,  as  the  knight's  esquire  was  named.  Inquiringlb 
for  Sir  Kenneth  himself,  El  Hakim  learned  on  whatd 
he  was  employed,  and  probably  tliis  information  led  h 
to  Saint  George's  Mount,  whore  he  found  bini  whooi  1 
sought  in  the  disastrous  circumstances  alluded  to  ta  tMn 
last  chnpier.  1 

It  WHS  about  the  \\n\n  of  sunrise,  when  a  slow,  umi  ] 
^^ttd  was  beard  a^^To%c\\vn^  'OncVl^'^'b  yuiJ&nfc^HU 
^^■vie  Vaux,  who  slixnibu«&Nie«^^^^  «A>M*2infl 
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liglitly  atf  ever  sleep  sat  upoi^  the  eyes  of  a  watch-dog, 
had  time  to  do  more  than  arise  and  say,  ^'  Who  comes  ?** 
the  Knight  of  the  Leopard  entered  tlie  tent,  with  a  deep 
and  devoted  gloom  seated  upon  his. manly  features. 

**  ^Vbence  this  bold  intrusion,  Sir  Knight  f "  said  Do 
Vaux,  sternly,  yet  m  a  tone  which  respected  his  master's 
■lumbers. 

**  Hold  !  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  awaking  on  the 
insttnt ;  "  Sir  Kenneth  cometh  like  a  good  soldier  to 
render  an  account  of  his  guard — ^to  such  the  General's 
tent  is  ever  accessible." — ^Then  rising  from  his  slumber- 
ing posture,  and  leaning  on  his  elbow,  he  fixed  his  large 
hrigbt  eye  upon  the  warrior — "  Speak,  Sir  Scot,  tliou 
•omest  to  tell  me  of  a  vigilant,  safe,  and  honourable 
valch,  dost  thou  not  ?  The  rustling  of  the  folds  of  tlie 
Banner  of  England  were  enough  to  guard  it,  even  with- 
out the  body  of  such  a  knight  as  men  hold  tliee." 

•*  As  men  will  hold  me  no  more,"  said  Sir  Kennelli-— 
*'  My  watch  hath  neither  been  vigilant,  safe,  nor  lionour- 
able.     The  Banner  of  England  has  been  carried  off." 

*^  And  thou  alive  to  tell  it  ?"  said  Richard,  in  a  tone 
ef  derisive  incredulity. — ^'  Away,  it  cannot  be.  There 
ia  not  even  a  scratch  on  thy  face.  Wliy  dost  tliou  stand 
thus  mute  i  Speak  the  trutli — it  is  ill  jesting  witli  a  King 
^yet  I  will  forgive  thee  if  tliou  hast  lied." 

*'  Lied !  Sir  ICing  !"  returned  the  unfortunate  knight, 
with  fierce  emphasis,  and  one  glance  of  fire  from  his  eye, 
Wight  and  transient  as  the  flash  from  the  cold  and  stony 
fliBt.  *'  But  tliis  also  must  be  endured. — 1  have  spoken 
the  truth." 

^*  By  God,  and  by  Saint  George !"  said  the  King, 
bursting  into  fury,  which,  however,  be  instantly  checked 
— **  De  Vaux,  go  view  the  spot — ^Tliis  fever  has  disturb- 
ed his  brain — ^This  cannot  be — ^The  man's  courage  is 
prooP— It  cannot  be  !  Go  speedily— or  send,  if  tliou 
wilt  not  go." 

The  King  was  interruptt*d  by  Sir  Henry  Neville,  who 
caoM,  breathless,  to  say  that  the  banner  \\^\s  ^oiv^^  ^vv\ 
$be  kaigbt  who  guarded  it  overpowered  ^  ;ui^  tcio^v  ^\dcAr 


Illy  murdered,  ss  there  wa£  a  pool  of  blood  wbere-d* 
banner-sjiear  luj-  shivered, 

"  But   whom  do  I  see  here  ?"    said    Ncvilk,  his  cjt 
suddenly  resting  upon  Sir  Kemielh. 

"A  traitor,"  said  the  King,  starting  to  his  reel,  I 
seizing  the  c»rtal-axe,  which  was  ever  n 
traitor !  whom  ihon  shalt  see  die  a  traitor's  deatli."- 
And  he  drew  back  the  weapon  as  in  act  to  strike. 

Colourless,  but  6rm  as  a  marble  statue,  llie  Scot  9 
before  him,  witb  his  bare  bead  uncovered  by  any  pro 
tion,  bis  eyes  cast  down  lo  [be  earth,  bis  lips 
moving,  yet  muttering  probably  in  prayer.      " 
him,  and  witliin  the  duo  reach  for  a    blow,   stood  J 
Richard,  his  large  person  wrapt  in  the  folds  of  li 
cia,  or  ample  gown  of  linen,  except  where  1 
of  his  action  bad  flung  the  covering  from  his  I 
shoidder,  and  a  part  of  his  breast,  leaving  to  v" 
imen  of  a  frame  whicli  might  have  merited  bis  Shxou^ 
deccssor's  epitbct  of  Ironside.     He  stood  for  an  insUnt, 
prompt  lo  strike — then  sinking  tlie  bead  of  the  weapM  J 
towaids  the  ground,  be  exclaimed,  "But  there  wasbloo' 
Neville — there  was  blood  upon  the  place.    Hark  the*,Sl 
Scot — brave  tliou  wert  once,  for  I  have  seen  (Jiec  figl 
Say  thou  bast  slain  two  of  the  thieves  in  defence  of  d 
Standard — say"  but  one — say  thou  hnet  struck  Iratsg 
blow  in  our  behalf,  and  get  llieeoiil  of  the  ramp  ivitli  d 
life  and  thy  infamy !" 

"  Vou  have  called  me  liar,  my  Lord  King," 
Kenneth,  firmly;  "and  thcroin,  nl  least,  you  hn»e  i 
mo  wrong — Know,  that  there  was  no  blood   shed  in  d 
fence  of  the  Siaodard  save  thai  of  a  poor  hound,  v 
more  faithlul  than  his  master,  defended  the  chax^  ¥ 
be  deserted.'* 

"  Now,  by  Saint  George  1"  said  Rtrhard,  t  _, 
ing  up  bis  arm — But  De  Vaux  ilirew  himself  li 
tlio  King  and  the  object  of  liis  vengL-anre,  and  •poli«  I 
wifh  the  blunt  trulii  o^  \»\%  c\\Qt&oler,  "  My  lirgw,  iliii  I 
nol  be — lie»,n«v\vf '^Qut  QimV-MA.  \v'i&« 
llyfor  one  m^\  an4  A&'j,wV«*i\- — -^ 
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«r  to  t  Scot— 6aid  I  not  they  were  ever  fair  and 
?'" 

Tbou  didst,  Do  Vaux  ;  thou  wast  right,  and  I  coo- 
it,"  said  Richard.  "  I  should  have  known  him 
^r — ^I  should  have  remembered  how  the  fox  William 
ived  me  touchinf;  this  crusade." 
My  lord,"  said  Sir  Kenneth ;  "  William  of  Scotland 
r  deceived,  but  circumstances  prevented  his  brining 
wcea." 

Peace,  shameless  V  said  the  king  ;  "  thou  sulliest 
lame  of  a  prince,  even  by  speaking  it. — And  yet,  De 
c,  it  is  strange,"  he  added,  "  to  see  the  bearing  of  the 
Coward  or  traitor  he  must  be,  yet  he  abode  the  blow 
ichard  Plantagenet,  as  our  arm  had  been  raised  to  lay 
ithood  on  bis  shoulder.  Had  he  shown  the  slightest 
affear — had  but  a  joint  trembled,  or  an  eyelid  quiv- 
Ihad  shattered  his  head  like  a  crystal  goblet.  But  I 
}t  strike  where  there  is  neither  fear  nor  resistance.*' 
iere  was  a  pause. 

My  lord,"  said  Kennedi 

da!"  replied  Richard,  in  terruptinK  him,  "hast  tbou 

I  thy  speech  ?  Ask  grace  from  Heaven,  but  none 
me,  for  England  is  didionoured  through  thy  fault ; 
ivert  thou  mine  own  and  only  brodier,  there  is  no 
on  for  thy  fault." 

[  speak  not  to  demand  grace  of  mortal  man,"  said 
icot ;  "  it  is  in  your  Grace's  pleasure  to  give  or 
e  me  time  for  Clirislian  shrift — if  man  denies  it,  may 
grant  me  the  absolution  which  J  would  otherwise 
>f  his  Church !  But  whether  I  die  on  the  instant,  or 
u  hour  hence,  I  equally  beseech  your  Grace  for  (»ie 
ent's  opportunity  to  speak  that  to  your  royal  person, 

II  highly  concerns  your  fame  as  a  Christian  King." 
Say  on,"  said  the  King,  making  no  doubt  that  be  wa* 
L  to  hear  some  confession  concerning  the  loss  of  the 
ler. 

iVbat  I  have  to  speak,"  said  Sir  Kennetb,  "  toucbea 
oyalty  of  En^lRfld,  and  must  be  Bud  \ft  \t!i  «UA\¥ft> 
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•'  Becoiie  with  yourselves,  sirs,"  raid  the  King  (D  N^ 
vIUg  and  De  Vaux. 

The  ftr^i  obeyed,  but  the  latter  would  not  stir  from  Uio 
Kini;'s  presence. 

"  If  you  snid  I  was  in  the  right,"  replied  De  Vifl 
to  his  sovereign,  "  1  will  he  treated  as  one  should  be  n 
liBth  been  found  to  be  right — that  is,  I  will  have  my<f 
will.     1  leave  you  not  with  this  false  Seol." 

"  How,  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  angrily,  and  a 
ing  slightly,  "  darest  iliou  not  venture  our  persos  i 
one  Irnhor  ?" 

"  It  is  in  vain  you  frown  and  stamp,  my  lord," 
Vbiix  ;  "  I  venture    not  a  sick  man  witli  a  sound  a 
asked  man  with  one  armed  in  proof." 

It  matlei-s  tiot,"  said  the  Scottish  knight,  **l'a 
excuse  to  put  off  time — I  will  speak  in   prcwMBI 
la  Loid  of  (tilsland.     He  is  good  loi'd  und  true.** 
Bui  half  an  hour  since,"  said  De  Veux,  with  a  __ 
implying  a  mixture  of  sorrow  and  vexatiou,  "  and  IM 
said  as  much  for  thee  !" 

"  There  is  treason  around  you,  King  of  Eogl 
eontinncd  Sir  Kennetli. 

"  li  may  well  be  as  tliou  sny'slj"  replied  Richard)  i 
have  a  pregnant  exomple," 

"  Treason  that  will  injure  thee  more  deeply  dien  q 
loss  of  an  hundred  banners  in  a  pitched  field. 
ihe" — Sir  Kenneih  heshatcd,  and  at  length  conii 

a  lower  lone,  "  Tbe  Lady  Edith " 

"  Ha  !"  Haid  the  King,  drawing  himself  sudilenljrii 
a  Elate  of  iiniighty  attention,  and  lixing  his  eye  Gtn^ 
rpposcd  criminal  ;  "  What  of  her  ? — wbai  of  fa 
rhatliBs  she  to  do  with  this  matter  ?" 
My  lord,"  said  the  Sent,  "there  ie  a  scheme  on  t 
isgracs  your  royal  lineage,  by  bestowing  the  h 
Lndy  EdJth  on  tiw  Saracen  Soldan,  and  ihercbjri 
purrhusc  a  yvncn  most  disltnnoiLrnhle  toChrisieiKkw^tfl 
an  alliance  most  vhtinwful  to  En&land." 
Mllits  coininwnicalioo  \ia4  i^ttcvsA'^  'ina  «« 
^bl  ifaal  nliicb  Sit  Kenucvi  c  .     ■" 
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;enet  was  one  of  those,  who,  in  lago's  words,  would  Dot 
:ve  Grod  because  it  was  the  devil  who  bade  him ;  ad- 
re  or  information  often  affected  him  less  according  to 
real  import,  than  through  the  tinge  which  it  took  from 
s  supposed  character  and  views  of  those  by  whom  it 
.s  communicated.  Unfortunately,  the  mention  of  his 
ative's  name  renewed  his  recollection  of  what  he  had 
Qsidered  as  extreme  presumption  in  the  Knight  of  the 
iopard,  even  when  he  stood  high  in  the  rolls  of  chiva)- 
,  but  which,  in  his  present  condition,  appeared  an  insidt 
Scient  to  drive  the  fiery  monarch  into  a  frenzy  of 
ssion. 

'^  Silence,''  he  said,  ^'  infamous  and  audacious  !     By 
niven,  I  will  have  tliy  tongue  torn  out  with  hot  pincers, 

mentioning  the  ver}*  name  of  a  noble  Christian  damsel ! 
low,  degenerate  traitor,  that  I  was  already  aware  to 
at  height  thou  hadst  dared  to  raise  thine  eyes,  and 
lured  it,  though  it  were  insolence  even  when  thou  hadst 
aated  us — for  thou  art  all  a  deceit — ^into  holding  thee  as 
some  name  and  fame.  But-  now,  with  lips  blistered 
ih  the  confession  of  thine  own  dishonour — that  thou 
luldst  now  dare  to  name  our  noble  kinswoman  as  one 
whose  fate  thou  hast  part  or  interest !  What  is  it  to 
«  if  she  marry  Saracen  or  Christian  f — what  is  it  to 
!e,  if  in  a  camp  where  princes  turn  cowards  by  day, 
i  robbers  by  night — where  brave  knights  turn  to  paltry 
serters  and  traitors — what  is  it,  I  say,  to  thee,  or  any 
s,  if  I  should  please  to  ally  myself  to  truth,  and  to  val- 
r,  in  the  person  of  Saladin  ?" 
^'  Little  to  me,  indeed,  to  whom  all  the  world  will  soon 

as  nothing,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  boldly ;  ''  but 
re  I  now  stretched  on  the  rack,  I  would  tell  thee,  that 
at  I  have  said  is  much  to  thine  own  conscience  and 
ne  own  fame.  I  tell  thee.  Sir  King,  that  if  tliou  dost 
i  in  thought  entertain  the  purpose  of  wedding  tliy  kins- 
man, the  Lady  Edith—" 

'*  Name  her  not — and  for  an  instant  think  not  of  her,** 
d  the  King,  again  straining  the  cuiXai-^iLe  vck\i>&  ^\^\ 
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nntjl  the   muscles  started  above  liis  bntvmy  am, 

cordn^e  formed  by  the  ivy  nround  the  limb  of  an  <Mii 

"  Not  name — not  tluiik  of  her  !"  answered  Sir  i 

■netli,  liis  spirits,  stunned  ns  they  were  by  self-depi 

piMgRuiing  to   recover  their  elasticity  from  fhis  specii 

tlMOinroversy, — "  Now,  by  the  Cross,  on  which  I  pl«c« 

.    (hope,  her  namo  shall  be  the  last  word  in  my  moulh,' 

tnoage  the  last  tlioiigbi  in  my  mind  !    Try  thy  bat 

nrengtb  on  this  bare  brow,  and  see  if  thou  canst  pre 

my  purpose." 

^   "  He  will  drive  me  mad  1" — said  Richnrd,  who,  ia 
llfdespile,  was  once  more  slnggered  in  bis  purpose  \if 
Bn^untless  detennination  of  the  criminal. 
,    ■.   Ere  Thomas  of  Gilsland  could  reply,  some  buailB' 
heard  niihoui,  and  ilie  arrival  of  tlie  Queen  was  anai 
ed  from  the  outer  part  of  tlie  pavilion.  ; 

"  Dclain  her— detain  her,  Neville,"  said   the  K! 
"  lliis  is  no  sight  for  women — Fie,  thai  I  have  suB 
auch  a  paltry  Irnilor  to  chafe  me  thus  ! — Away  with  I 
De  Vaiix,"  he  whispered,  "  through  [he  back-onUl 
of  our  tent — coop  bini  up  close,  and  answer  for  bis 
custody  with  your  life. — And  hark  ye — he  is  prcMBll 
die — let  him  have  a  ghostly  father — we  would  mtb 
soul  and  body. — And  slay — hark  thee — we  will 
liim  dishonoured — he  shall  die  knight-like,  in  his 
■purs  ;  for  if  his  treachery  be  as  black  as  bell,  hit 
ness  may  match  tliat  of  [he  devil  himself." 
r  De  Vuiix,  right  glnd,  if  ibe  truth  may  be  guessed, 
'  e  scene  ended  without  Richard's  descending  lo 
bgly  act   of  himself  skying  an  unresisting  pi 
^de  haste  to  remove  Sir  Kenneth  liy  a  privsiiB  h 
teparate  tenti  where  he  was  disarmed  and  put  in 
r  security.     De  Vaux  looked  on  with  q  steady  u» 
icboly  attention,  while  the  provost's  officers,  la 
t  Kenneth  was  now  committed,  took  these  seme 

I  When  lliey  were  ended,  he  said  solemnly  (o  ibal 
jjpy  criminal — "  \v  \a  ^w\f,  V;\di\Mi'%  ^' 
Bti  ilie  unde^tadci — waNiomv  vau'Ci'Munu  A^ 
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or  flhame  to  your  arms— and  that  your  bead  be  severed 
from  the  trunk  by  the  sword  of  the  executioner." 

**  It  is  kind/'  said  the  knight,  in  a  low  and  rather  sub- 
missive, tone  of  voice,  as  one  who  received  an  unexpected 
Ciivour  ;  "  my  family  will  not  then  hear  the  worst  of  the 
tale — Oh,  my  father — my  father  !" 

This  muttered  invocation  did  not  escape  the  blunt  but 
kindly-natured  Englishman,  and  he  brushed  the  back  of 
bis  large  hand  over  his  rough  features,  ere  he  could  pro- 
ceed. 

**  It  IS  Richard  of  England's  farther  pleasure,"  he  said 
•t  length,  '^  that  you  have  speech  with  a  holy  man,  and  I 
have  met  on  tlie  passage  hither  with  a  Carmelite  friar, 
who  may  fit  you  for  your  passage.  He  waits  without,  until 
yoQ  are  in  a  frame  of  mind  to  receive  him." 

**  Let  it  be  instantly,"  said  the  knight.  ''  In  this  also 
Richard  is  kind.  I  cannot  be  more  fit  to  see  the  good 
fiither  at  any  time  than  now  ;  for  life  and  I  have  taken 
farewell,  as  two  travellers  who  have  arrived  at  the  cross- 
^my,  where  their  roads  separate." 

*'  It  is  well,"  said  De  Vaux,  slowly  and  solemnly ; 
^  for  it  irks  me  somewhat  to  say  that  which  sums  my 
■message.  It  is  King  Richard's  pleasure  that  you  prepare 
for  instant  death." 

'*  God's  pleasure  and  the  King's  be  done,"  replied  the 
knight,  patiently.  ^'  I  neither  contest  the  justice  of  the 
sentence,  nor  desire  delay  of  the  execution." 

Dc  Vaux  began  to  leave  the  tent,  but  very  slowly — 
jMUsed  at  the  door,  and  looked  back  at  the  Scot,  from 
whose  aspect  thoughts  of  the  world  seemed  banished,  as 
if  he  was  composing  himself  into  deep  devotion.  The 
feelings  of  the  stout  English  baron  were  in  general  none 
of  the  most  acute,  and  yet,  on  the  present  occasion,  his 
sympathy  overpowered  him  in  an  unusual  manner.  H6 
came  hastily  back  to  the  bundle  of  reeds  on  which  the 
captive  luy,  took  one  of  his  fettered  hands,  and  said,  with 
as  much  softness  as  his  rough  voice  was  capable  of  ex- 
pressing, "  Sir  Kennetl),  thou  art  yet  ^'ouw* — ^\qq^  Vv^ 
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n  liiilicr.  My  Ralph,  whom  1  left  Irninliig  iii«  Dale  ^llo- 
way-oagou  the  bank?  oflhc  Irihing,maj' oneiiayattaiulhy 
years — >uiid,  but  for  last  ni^ht,  \voiili]  to  God  I  saw  liis 
youtli  benr  audi  promise  as  tliinc. — Can  iiottiing  be  said 
or  done  in  thy  bclialf  f" 

"  Nothing,"  was  the  melancholy  answer.  "  I  hiTa 
iserted  my  charge — the  Bunner  iutriisted  la  nie  is  lost— 
'tten  the  headsmnn  and  block  are  prepared,  the  bewl 
trunk  are  ready  to  pari  company.' 
Nuy,  then,  God  have  mercy  !"  said  De  Vans  ;  "  j« 
would  I  rather  than  my  best  horse  I  had  taken  ili:ii  t-riu.'i 
niystir.  There  is  mystery  in  it,  young  man,  3~  ;j  fl.ji 
mail  may  descry,  though  he  cannot  sec  ihrou^i.  il— 
Cownnlicc  ?  psliaw  l  No  coward  ever  fought  us  1  inn 
seen  thee  do, — Treachery  I  I  cannot  think  iratKirs^ 
in  their  iieason  so  calmly.  Thou  hast  been  traiued  (ma 
Uiy  post  by  some  deep  guile — some  well-devised  »lrat^ 
gem — the  cry  of  some  disUesscd  maiden  has  caugbt  llas 
(lar,  or  tlie  laue;hfid  look  of  some  merry  one  lus  ukn. 
tliine  eye.  Never  blusli  for  it,  we  have  all  bee*i|l|i' 
aside  by  such  gear.-  Come,  I  pray  thee,  make  ackM 
conscience  of  it  lo  me,  instead  of  the  priest — Ridiaid# 
merciful  when  bis  mood  is  abated.  Hast  thou  oothi^ 
lo  intrust  to  me  ?" 

The  unfortunate  knight  turned  his  face  from  tlw  kiid 
warrior,  and  answered — "  Nothing." 

And  Dc  Vaux,  who  had  exlmusied  bis  topics  of  par* 
EUasIon,  arose  and  left  the  lent,  willi  folded  arms,  ud 
in  melancholy  deeper  limn  he  tliou^bt  ilie  occasion  mtf 
iled — even  angry  with  himself,  to  find  that  so  simple! 
maltor  as  tlie  death  of  a  Scottish  man  could  alTeci 
BO  nearly. 

"  Yet,"  as  he  said  to  himself, "  though  the  rougI«- 
fcnavcs  be  our  enemies  in  CumbcrUnd,  "    "  " 
sidcrs  ihoin  as  brftliren." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


ThMMlMrnniw    fcrmn 
Then')  Dotliiiig  nnrc  ifa 


The  high-bom  Berengarlii,  daughter  of  Sancliez,  King 
oTNararfe,  and  Uie  Queen  -Consort  of  the  heroic  Richard, 
wu  accounted  one  of  the  most  beautiful  women  of  tlie 
l^eriod.  Her  form  was  sllglit,  though  exquisitely  mould- 
ed. She  was  graced  wiili  a  complexion  not  common  in  ^ 
ber  country,  a  profusion  of  fair  hair,  and  features  so  ex- 
tremely juvenile,  as  to  make  her  look  several  years 
yvunger  than  she  really  was,  though  in  reality  she  was  not  ' . 
■bove  one  and  twenty.  Perhaps  it  was  under  Uie  con- 
■eiousness  of  this  extremely  juvenile  appearance,  that  she 
■flbcted,  or  at  least  practised  a  little  childish  petulance, 
■nd  wilfulness  of  manner,  not  unbefitting,  she  niiglit  sup- 
pose, a  youthful  bride,  whose  rank  and  age  gave  her  a 
right  to  have  her  fantasies  indulged  and  attended  to. 
She  was  by  nature  perfectly  good  humoured,  and  if  her 
jue  share  of  admiraiion  and  liomage  (Jn  her  opinion  a 
rery  large  one)  was  duly  resigned  to  her,  no  one  could 
possess  better  temper,  or  a  more  friendly  disjwsition  ;  but 
llien,  like  all  desjmts,  the  more  power  that  was  voluntarily 
pelded  ro  her,  ilie  more  she  desired  to  extend  her  sway. 
Sometimes,  even  wlien  all  her  ambition  was  gratified,  site 
chose  to  be  a  httle  out  of  health,  and  a  httle  out  of  spirits ; 
■nd  phy^cians  had  to  toil  their  wits  to  invent  names 
Tor  imaginary  maladies,  wliile  her  Indies  racked  their  im- 
agination for  new  games,  new  head-gear,  and  new  court- 
■candal,  to  pass  away  tlinse  unpleasant  hours,  during 
which  tlieir  own  situation  was  scarce  to  be  ^1e%'^■J  «:onV«,^. 
TT^eir  most  frequent  resource  lor  divetuni,  \Va  wwSa&t 
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was  some  trick,  or  piece  of  mischief,  practised  uf 
other  ;    and  the  good  queen,  in  the  buoyancy 
reviving  spirits,  was,  to  speak  truth,  rather  too  in< 
whetlier  tlie  frolics  thus  practised  were  entirely  ! 
her  own  dignity,  or  whether  the  pain  which  those 
upon  whom  they  were  inflicted,  was  not  beyond 
portion  of  pleasure  which  she  iierself  derived  froi 
She  was  confident  in  her  husband's  favour,  in  1 
rank,  and  in  her  supposed  power  to  make  good  v 
such  pranks  might  cost  others.     In  a  word,  she  i 
ed  with  the  freedom  of  a  young  lioness,  who  is 
6ck)us  of  the  weight  of  her  own  paws  when  laid  c 
whom  she  sports  with. 

The  Queen  Bercngaria  loved  her  husband  pas 
ly,  but  she  feared  the  loftiness  and  roughness  of  1 
acter,  and  as  she  felt  herself  not  to  be  his  match 
lect,  was  not  much  pleased  to  see  that  he  wou 
talk  with  Edith  Plantagenet  in  preference  to  hers 
ply  because  be  found  more  amusement  in  her  c< 
tion,  a  more  comprehensive  understanding,  and 
noble  cast  of  thoughts  and  sentiments  than  his  I 
consort  exhibited.  Bercngaria  did  not  hate  £dit} 
account,  far  less  meditate'  her  any  harm ;  for,  alio 
some  selfishness,  her  character  was,  on  the  wliol 
cent  and  generous.  But  the  ladies  of  her  train 
sighted  in  such  matters,  bad  for  some  time  disc 
that  a  poignant  jest  at  the  expense  of  the  Lady  Ed 
a  specific  for  relieving  her  Grace  of  England's  low 
and  the  discovery  saved  their  imagination  much 
There  was  something  ungenerous  in  this,  heci 
Lady  Editli  was  understood  to  be  an  orphai 
though  she  was  called  Plantagenet,  and  the  fair  ] 
Anjou,  and  admitted  by  Richard  to  certain  privileg 
granted  to  the  royal  family,  and  held  her  place  in 
cle  accordingly,  yet  few  knew,  and  none  acquaint 
the  Court  of  England  ventured  to  ask,  in  what  ex 
gree  of  relationship  she  stood  to  Coeiir  de  Lion 
Jiad  come  with  E\ecLT\oT^vl\c  celebrated  Queen-Mi 
Eoglandi  and  joiuod  YCicWx^  ^v  ^^^iwNa.^  ^&  tsu 
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Tadies  destined  to  attend  on  Berengaria,  whose  nuptials 
then  approached.  Richard  treated  his  kinswoman  with 
much  respectful  observance,  and  the  Queen  made  her  her 
most  constant  attendant,  and,  even  in  despite  of  the  petty 
jealousy  which  we  have  observed,  treated  her,  generally, 
with  suitable  respect. 

The  ladies  of  the  household  had,  for  a  long  timfe,  no 
farther  advantage  dver  Edith,  than  might  be  afforded  by 
in  opportunity  of  censuring  a  less  artfully  disposed  head 
attire,  or  an  unbecoming  robe ;  for  the  lady  was  judged 
to  be  inferior  in  these  mvsteries.  The  silent  devotion  of 
the  Scottish  Knight  did  not,  indeed,  pass  unnoticed  ;  his 
lireries,  his  cognizances,  his  feats  of  arms,  his  mottoes 
and  devices,  were  nearly  watched,  and  occasionally  made 
the  subject  of  a  passing  jest.  But  then  came  the  pil- 
grimage of  the  Queen  and  her  ladies  to  Engaddi,  a  jour- 
ney which  the  Queen  had  undertaken  under  a  vow  for  the 
recovery  of  her  husband's  health,  and  which  she  had  been 
encouraged  to  carry  into  effect  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Tyre  for  a  political  purpose.  It  was  then,  and  in  the 
cbapel  at  that  holy  place,  connected  from  above  v/ith  a 
Carmelite  nunnery,  from  beneath  with  the  cell  of  the 
■nchorite,  that  one  of  the  Queen's  attendants  remarked 
that  secret  sign  of  intelligence  which  Edith  had  made 
to  her  lover,  and  failed  not  instantly  to  communicate  it  to 
ber  Majesty.  The  Queen  returned  from  her  pilgrimage 
enriched  with  this  admirable  recipe  against  dulness  or 
ennui,  and  her  train  was  at  the  same  time  augmented  by 
a  present  of  two  wretched  dwarfs  from  the  dethroned 
Queen  of  Jerusalem,  as  deformed  and  as  crazy,  (the  ex- 
cellence of  that  unhappy  species,)  as  any  Queen  could 
bare  desired.  One  of  Berengaria's  idle  amusements  had 
been  to  try  the  effect  of  the  sudden  appearance  of  such 
ghastly  and  fantastic  forms  on  tlie  nerves  of  the  Knight 
when  left  alone  in  the  chapel  ;  but  the  jest  had  been  lost 
by  the  composure  of  the  Scot,  and  the  interference  of  tlie 
anchorite.  She  had  now  tried  another,  of  which  th^  con- 
sequences promised  to  be  more  serious. 
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The  ladies  again  met  aller  Sir  Kenneth 
from  the  lert ;  and  the  Queen,  at  first  litde 
Edith's  angry  expostulations,  only  replied  to 
braiding  Iier  prudery,  and  by  indulging  her 
expense  of  the  garb,  nation,  and,  above  all,  tl 
of  the  Kuigbi  of  the  Leopard,  in  which  site 
good  deal  of  playful  malice,  mingled  with  sor 
until  Editli  was  compelled  to  carry  her  an: 
separate  apartment.  But  nhen,  in  the  mornin 
whom  Edith  had  intrusted  to  make  inquii 
ivord  tliat  the  Standard  was  missing,  and  it 
vanished,  she  burst  into  tlie  Queen's  apartmi 
plored  her  to  rise  and  proceed  to  the  King's  ' 
delay,  and  use  her  povrcrrul  mediation  to  prev 
consequences  of  licrjcsl. 

The  Queen,  frightcnod  in  her  turn,  cast, 
tlie  blame  of  her  own  folly  on  those  around  b 
deavoured  to  comforl  Edith's  grief,  and  apfic: 
pleasure,  by  a  tliousand  inconsistent  argunieiits 
sure  no  harm  bad  chanced — the  knight  na 
slie  fancied,  after  his  night-watch.  WJint 
fear  of  the  King's  displeasure,  be  had  desert' 
Standard — it  was  but  a  piece  of  silk,  and  he  L 
adventurer— or  if  he  was  put  under  warding 
sbe  would  soon  get  IJie  King  to  pardon  him — 
Wiiiiing  to  let  Richard's  mood  pnss  away. 

Thus  slie  continued  talking  thick  and  fast,  a: 
t<%ether  all  sorts  of  inconsistencies,  with  the  vai 
tion  of  persuading  both  Edith  and  herself  iha 
could  come  of  a  frolic,  which  in  her  heart  sbe  n< 
repented.  But  while  Edith  in  vain  strove  to  inl 
torrent  of  idle  talk,  she  caught  the  eye  of  < 
ladies  wlio  entered  the  Queen's  apartment, 
death  in  her  look  of  affright  and  horror,  and  E< 
first  glance  of  her  countenance,  bad  sunk  at  o 
earth,  had  not  strong  necessity,  and  her  own  c 
character,  enabled  her  to  maintain  at  leas 
composure. 
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**  Htdtnii'*  abe  said  to  the  Queen,  "  lose  not  another 
word  m  speaking,  but  save  iife-^— if,  indeed/'  she  added, 
her  voice  choaking  as  she  said  it,  '*  life  may  yet  be  saved •'* 

'*  It  may  be — it  may,"  answered  the  Lady  Calista.  *'  I 
hare  just  heard  that  he  has  been  brought  before  the  King 
^1  is  not  yet  over — but,"  she  added,  bursting  into  a 
vehement  flood  of  weeping,  in  which  personal  apprehen- 
sioDS  had  some  share — "  it  will  soon — unless  some  course 
be  taken." 

'*  I  will  vow  a  golden  candlestick  to  tlie  Holy  Sepul- 
chre— a  shrine  of  silver  to  our  Lady  of  Engaddi — a 
pall,  worth  one  hundred  bezants,  to  Saint  Thomas  of 
Qrthez,"  said  the  Queen,  in  extremity. 

'*  Up,  up,  madam,"  said  Edith,  ''  call  on  the  saints  if 
foil  list,  but  be  your  own  best  saint." 

**  Indeed,  madam,"  said  the  terriBed  attendant,  "  the 
Lady  Edith  speaks  truth.     Up,  madam,  and  let  us  to 
Richard's  tent,  and  beg  the  poor  gentleman's  life." 

*'  I  will  go— I  will  go  instantly,"  said  the  Queen,  rising 
and  trembling  excessively  ;  while  her  women,  in  as  great 
Boofusion  as  herself,  were  unable  to  render  her  those 
iuties  which  were  indispensable  to  her  levee.  Calm, 
composed,  only  pale  as  death,  Edith  ministered  to  the 
Queen  with  her  own  hand,  and  alone  supplied  the  defi- 
ciencies of  her  numerous  attendants. 

'*  How  you  wait,  wenches,"  said  the  Queen,  not  able 
eren  then  to  forget  frivolous  distinctions.  ''  Suffer  ye 
the  Lady  Edith  to  do  the  duties  of  your  attendance  f — 
£»eest  thou,  Edith,  they  can  do  nothing — I  shall  never 
be  attired  in  time.  We  will  send  for  the.  Archbishop  of 
Tyre,  and  employ  him  as  a  mediator." 

"  O  no,  no  !"  exclaimed  Editli — *^  Go  yourself,  mad- 
am—-you  have  done  the  evil,  do  you  confer  the  remedy." 

"  I  will  go — I  will  go,"  said  the  Queen  ;  «  but  if  Rich- 
ard be  in  his  mood,  I  dare  not  speak  to  him — he  will 
kill  me!" 

"  Yet  go,  gracious  Madam,"  said  the  Lady  Calista, 
who  best  knew  her  mistress's  temper  \  "  not  a  liou^  la 
his  fury,  could  look  upon  such  a  face  and  fetm^  w^^.  x^vix^ 
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SO  much  as  an  angry  thought — far  less  a  love-true  Icnight 
like  the  royal  Richard,  (o  nhoni  your  slightest  word  trould 
be  a  command." 

"  Dost  lliou  think  so,  Caiista  ?"  said  the  Queen.  "  Ah, 
thou  little  knowest — ^yel  I  will  go — IIul  see  you  here — 
what  means  this  ?  You  have  bedizened  nie  in  green,  a 
colour  he  detests.  Lo  you  !  let  me  have  a  blue  robe, 
and — search  for  tlie  ruby  carcanel,  wliich  was  pan  of 
the  King  of  Cyprus's  ransom — it  is  eiiher  in  the  steel- 
casket,  or  aomevvhcre  else." 

"  liiia,  and  a  man's  life  at  slake  !"  said  Ediili,  indig- 
nantly ;  "  it  passes  human  patience.  Remain  at  your 
ease,  madam — I  will  go  to  King  Kichard — I  am  a  party 
interested — I  will  know  if  the  honour  of  a  poor  maidea 
of  his  blood  is  to  be  so  far  tampered  with,  that  her  nam 
aliall  be  abused  to  train  a  brave  gentleman  from  his  duty, 
bring  him  within  ihe  compass  of  dcatli  and  infamy,  aod 
make,  at  tlic  same  time,  the  glor^-  of  England  a  laughing- 
stock to  die  whole  Christian  army." 

At  this  unexpected  burst  of  passion,  Berengaria  listei^ 
ed  with  an  almost  stupiGed  look  of  fear  and  wonder.  But 
as  Edith  was  about  to  leave  the  tent,  she  exclaimed, 
though  faintly,  "  Stop  her — stop  her!" 

"  You  must,  indeed.  Slop,  noble  Lady  Edith,"  said 
Caiista,  taking  her  arm  gently  ;  "  and  you,  royal  madun| 
I  am  sure,  will  go,  and  nithoiit  fartlier  dallying.  If  tba 
Ijady  Edith  goes  alone  to  the  King,  he  will  be  dreadfully 
incensed,  nor  will  it  be  one  life  that  will  stay  his  fury." 

"  1  will  go — I  will  go,"  said  Ihe  Queen,  yielding  to 
necessity  ;  and  Editli  reluctantly  halted  to  wait  her  more-   | 
menls.  i 

They  were  now  as  speedy  as  she  could  have  desired.  \ 
The  Queen  hastily  wrapped  herself  in  a  large  loose  ' 
mantle,  whk:h  covered  all  inaccuracies  of  the  toilette.  • 
In  this  guise,  attended  by  Edith  and  her  women,  and  j 
preceded  and  followed  by  a  few  olTicers,  and  mea-at- 
arms,  she  hastened  to  the  leai  of  her  lion-like  husband.    | 
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TuE  enlrance  of  Queen  Berengnrln  into  ilie  interior  of 
Richard's  pavilion  was  withstood — in  tlie  most  respectful 
and  reverential  manner  indeed — Ixit  still  wiilistood,  bj 
the  chamberlains  wlio  watdied  in  tlic  outer  tent.  She 
could  hear  the  stern  command  of  die  King  from  ivitliin, 
prohibiting  their  entrance. 

**  You  see,"  said  the  Qnccn,  appealing  to  Edith,  as 
if  ihe  had  exhausted  all  means  of  intercession  in  her  poR'er 
— "  I  knew  it — the  King  will  not  receive  us." 

At  the  same  time,  t\iey  heard  Ricliard  speak  to  some 
one  within, — "  Go,  S|)eed  tiiine  office  quickly,  sirraii — 
for  in  tliat  consists  tliy  mercy — ten  bezants  if  iliou  deal's! 
on  him  at  one  blow. — And  hark  thee,  villain,  observe  if 
his  cheek  loses  colour,  or  his  eye  falters — mark  me  the 
smallest  twitch  of  the  features,  or  wink  of  the  eyc-lid— ■ 
I  love  to  know  how  brave  souls  meet  death." 

**  If  he  sees  my  blade  waved  aloft  without  shrinking, 
be  is  the  Grst  ever  did  so,"  answered  a  harsh  deep  voice, 
which  a  sense  of  unusual  awe  had  softened  into  a  sound 
much  lower  than  its  usual  coarse  tones. 

Edith  could  remain  silent  no  longer.  "  If  your  Grace," 
she  said  to  the  Queen,  "  make  not  your  own  way,  I  make 
it  for  you  ;  or  if  not  for  your  Majesty,  for  myself,  at  least. 
—Chamberlains,  tlie  Queen  demands  to  sec  K\w%^wX*- 
ard — dio  wife  to  speak  witU  her  husband.^ 
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**  Noble  ladjy^  said  the  officer,  lowering  lus  «i 
office,  '^  it  grieves  me  to  gainsay  you  ;  but  his  II 
is  busied  od  matters  of  life  and  death.'* 

^  And  we  seek  also  to  speak  with  him  on  mtn 
life  and  death,"  said  Edith. — *'  I  will  make  entrao 
your  Grace.** — And  putting  aside  the  cfaaroberlaii 
one  hand,  she  laid  hold  on  the  curtain  with  the  otfa 

'*  I  dare  not  gainsay  her  Majesty's  pleasure,"  sa 
chamberlain,  yielding  to  the  vehemence  of  the  fai 
tioner ;  and  as  he  gave  way,  tlie  Queen  found  1 
obliged  to  enter  the  apartment  of  Richard. 

The  Monarch  was  lying  on  his  couch,  and  at 
distance,  as  awaiting  his  further  commands,  stood 
whose  profession  it  was  not  difficult  to  conjecture 
was  clothed  in  a  jerkin  of  red  cloth,  which  reached 
ly  below  the  shoulders,  leaving  the  arms  bare  frcn 
half  way  above  the  elbow,  and,  as  an  upper  garmi 
wore,  when  about  as  at  present  to  betake  himself 
dreadful  office,  a  coat  or  tabard  without  sleeves,  som 
like  that  of  a  herald,  made  of  dressed  bull's  hidi 
stained  in  the  front  with  many  a  broad  spot  and  spei 
dull  crimson.  The  jerkin,  and  the  tabard  over  it, 
ed  the  knee,  and  the  nether  stocks,  or  covering 
legs,  were  of  the  same  leather  which  composed  the  t 
A  cap  of  rough  shag  served  to  hide  the  upper  pai 
visage,  which,  like  that  of  a  screech-owl,  seemed  dc 
to  conceal  kself  from  light — the  lower  part  of  th 
being  obscured  by  a  huge  red  beard,  mingling  with  s 
locksofthe  same  colour.  What  features  were  seen 
stem  and  misantliropical.  The  man's  figure  was 
strongly  made,  with  a  neck  like  a  bull,  very  broad 
ders,  arms  of  great  and  disproportioned  length,  a 
square  trunk,  and  thick  bandy  legs.  This  tru* 
official  leant  on  a  sword,  the  blade  of  which  was  i 
four  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  while  the  handle  of  t 
inches,  surrounded  by  a  ring  of  lead  plummets  to 
terpoise  the  weight  of  such  a  blade,  rose  considi 
above  the  man's  l\e^d^  ^s  l\<^  vcsii^d  his  arm  upon  il 
waiting  for  King  Il\c\\^itf  ^  Vc:r\\'ex  ^w^ocsksm^ 
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Qa  the  sudden  entrance  of  the  ladies,  Richard,  who  was 
hen  lying  on  his  couch,  with  his  face  towards  the  en- 
rance,  and  resting  on  his  elbow  as  he  spoke  to  his  grisly 
Itendant,  flung  himself  hastily,  as  if  displeased  and  sui> 
irised,  to  the  other  side,  turning  bis  back  to  the  Queen 
jid  the  females  of  her  train,  and  drawing  around  him  the 
overing  of  his  couch,  which,  by  bis  own  choice,  or 
nore  probably  tlic  flattering  selection  of  his  chamber- 
ains,  consisted  of  two  large  lion's  skins,  dressed  in  Ven- 
ce  witii  such  admirable  skill  tliat  they  seemed  softer  than 
he  hide  of  the  deer. 

Bcrengaria,  such  as  we  have  described  her,  knew 
rcU — what  woman  knows  not? — her  own  road  to  victory, 
kfter  a  hurried  glance  of  undisguised  and  unaffected  ter^ 
or  at  die  ghastly  companion  of  her  husband's  secret 
sounsels,  she  rushed  at  once  to  tlie  side  of  Richard's 
ouch,  dropped  on  her  knees,  flung  her  mantle  from  her 
boulder,  showing,  as  they  hung  down  at  their  full  length, 
ler  beautiful  golden  tresses,  and  while  her  countenance 
eemed  like  the  sun  bursting  through  a  cloud,  yet  bearing 
n  its  pallid  front  traces  that  its  splendours  have  been 
bscured,  she  seized  upon  the  right  hand  of  the  King, 
rhich,  as  he  assumed  his  wonted  posture,  had  been  em* 
(loyed  in  dragging  the  covering  of  his  couch,  and  gradu- 
lly  pulling  it  to  her  with  a  force  which  was  resisted,  though 
lUt  faintly,  she  possessed  herself  of  that  arm,  tlie  prop 
•f  Christendom,  and  tiie  dread  of  Heathenesse,  and  im- 
»risoning  its  strength  in  both  her  little  fairy  hands,  sIm 
•ent  upon  it  her  brow,  and  united  to  it  her  lips. 

*^  What  needs  this,  Berengaria  f"  said  liichard,  his 
lead  still  averted,  but  his  hand  remaining  under  her  control. 

''  Send  away  tliat  man — ^his  look  kills  me  !*'  nmttcred 
Sercngaria. 

**  Begone  sirrah,"  said  Richard,  still  without  IrKikin^ 
ound — "  What  wait'st  thou  for  f  art  thou  fit  to  look  on 
hese  ladies  P" 

'*  four  Highncss's  pleasure  touching  the  licad,"  said 
be  man. 
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msv/CTcd  Richard— 


m 


"  Out  with  thee,  dog  t" 
tioti  burial !" 

"Die  man   disappeared,  after  casting  a  look  upon 

lutiful  Queen,  ill  her  deranged  dress  and  nainrHl' 

■■|   a    smile  of  admiraiion    more  hidcoos  in 

I,  ihan  even  lits  usual  scowl  o(  cynical  hat 

gainst  humanity. 

And  now,  foolish  wencli,  what  wislvcsl  llwo?" 
Richard,  turning  sloivly  nnd  half  relucianlly  Touitd  utt 
royal  siippliaol. 

Bui  it  was  not  in   nature  for  any  one,  far  Jess 
mirer  of  beauty  like  Richard,  to  whom  it  stood  onl^  b 
second  rank  to  glory,  to  look  wilhiiit  enioiion  on 
tenance  and  the  tremor  of  a  creiilure  so  beaot^'i 
Berengarin,  or  to  feel,  witlioui  synipaihy,  that 
her  brow,  were  on  Wis  hnnd,  and  thai  it  was 
lier  tears.     By  degrees,  he  turned  on  her  I) 
tenance,  wilh  the  softest  expression  of  whicb 
blue    eye,    wiiiih    so    often  gleamed  with* 
light,  was  capable.     Caressing  her  fair  head, 
fing  his  large  fingers  in  her  beautiful    and 
locks,  he  raised  and  tenderly  kissed  the  cherub 
nnnee  which  seemed  de^^irous  to  hide  itself  in  his 
Tlie  rcibnsl  form,  tlie  broad,  noble  brow,   and  roajl 
looks,  ilic  naked  arm  nnd  shoulder,  the  lioni 
which  be  lay,  and  the  fair  fritgile  feminine  creature 
kneeled  by  his  side,  might  have  ser\«d  for  a  moddcf 
"lercules  reconciling  himself,  after  a  (juarrel,  to  biswtt 
ijanira. 

"  And,  oncG  more,  what  seeks  the  lady  of  my  hearth 
knight's  pavilion,  at  this  early  and  unwooiM)  boV~    ' 
"  Pardon,  my  most  gracious  ticgb,  pardon!"  njd 
hose  feurs  began  again  to  unfit  her  for  the 
intercessor. 
Pardon  !  for  what  f'asked  the  King. 
First,  for  entering  your  royal  presence 

iinsd  vi  sc  dl  y " 

iped. 
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"  T^tt  too  boldly ! — the  sun  might  as  well  aak  par- 
doD,  because  his  rays  entered  the  windows  of  some 
wretch's  dungeon.  But  I  was  busied  witJi  work  unQt  for 
thee  (o  witness,  my  gentle  one,  and  1  was  unwilling,  be- 
sides, that  thou  should'st  risk  thy  precious  health  where 
sckness  has  been  so  lately  rife.' 

"  But  tliou  art  now  well  V  said  the  Queen,  still  delay- 
ing the  corn munica lion  K-liich  she  feared  to  make. 

"  Well  enough  to  break  a  lance  on  tiie  bold  crest  of 
that  champion,  who  shall  refuse  to  acknowledge  thee  the 
£iirest  dsiue  in  Christendom." 

"  Tliou  wilt  nut  then  refuse  me  one  b(X)n — only  one 
— ^Mily  a  poor  life  ?" 

"  Ha ! — proceed,"  said  King  Richard,  bending  bis 
brows, 

"  This  unliappy  Scottish  knight — "  murmured  the 
Queen. 

"  Speak  not  of  him,  madam,"  exclaimed  Richard, 
■temly  ;  "  he  dies — his  doom  Is  llxed." 

"  Nay,  my  royal  liege,  and  love,  'tis  but  a  silken  banner 
neglected — Berengaria  will  give  thee  another  broidered 
with  her  own  hand,  and  rich  as  ever  dallied  with  tlie  wind. 
£very  pearl  I  hnve  shall  go  to  bedeck  it,  and  with  every 
pearl  I  will  drop  a  tear  of  thankfulness  to  my  generous 
knight!" 

"  Thou  koow'st  not  what  thou  say'st,"  said  Ihp  King, 
interrupting  her  in  anger — "  Pearls !  can  all  the  pearls 
of  ibe  East  atone  for  a  speck  upon  England's  honour- 
all  the  tears  that  ever  woman's  eye  wept  wash  away  a 
■tain  on  Richard's  fame  ? — Go  to,  madam,  know  your 

Elace,  and  yiur  time,  and  your  sphere,     ^l  present  we 
are  duties  in  which  you  cannot  be  our  partner." 
"  Thou  heor'st,  Editli,"  whispered  the  Queen,  "  we 
shall  but  incense  him." 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  Edith,  stepping  forward. — "  My 
lord~I,  your  poor  kinswoman,  crave  you  for  justice 
rather  than  mercy  ;  and,  to  the  cry  of  justice,  the  e&n  ^ 
a  monirch  sbpuld  be  open  at  every  time,  pXaice^  «sA 
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"  Ha  !  our  cousin  Edith  ?"  said  Richard,  rising  and 
sitting  upriglit  on  the  side  of  his  couch,  covered  with  his 
long  caniiscia — "  She  speaks  ever  kinglike,  and  kingKke 
wilfl  answer  her,  so  slie  bring  no  request  unworthy  herself 
or  me." 

The  beauty  of  Edith  was  of  a  more  intellectual  and 
less  voluptuous  cast  than  that  of  the  Queen  ;  but  impa- 
tience and  anxiety  had  given  her  coiuitenance  a  glow, 
which  it  sometimes  wanted,  and  her  mien  had  a  cliarac- 
ter  of  energetic  diirnity,  thai  imposed  silence  for  a  mo- 
ment even  on  Richard  himself,  who,  to  judge  by  his  loob, 
wonid  willingly  have  interrupted  her. 

"  My  lord,"  she  said,  "  this  good  knight,  who* 
1  lood  you  arc  about  to  ^ill,  haih  done,  in  his  time,  se^ 
vice  to  Christendom.  He  hath  fallen  from  his  dufr, 
through  a  snare  set  for  him  in  mere  folly  and  idleness  d 
spirit.  A  message  sent  to  him  in  the  name  of  one  who 
— why  should  1  not  sjKjak  it  ? — it  was  in  my  own — in- 
duced liim  for  an  instant  to  leave  his  post — And  vkhtX 
knight  in  the  Christian  camp  might  not  have  thus  far 
transgressed  at  command  of  a  maiden,  who,  poor  howso- 
ever in  other  qualities,  hath  yet  the  blood  of  Plantagenct 
in  her  veins  f " 

"  And  yo!i  saw  him,  then,  cousin  .'^"  replitd  the  Kinj, 
bitinir  his  lips  to  krop  down  his  passion. 

**  i  (lid,  mv  Hr«Tr,"  said  Edirh.  "  It  is  no  time  to 
explain  ^^ll(•^l  forr- — Tarn  here  ncilher  to  exculpate  my- 
self nor  to  lilanu*  otliors." 

"  And  wlicrc  did  }on  do  him  snch  a  grace  ?" 

"  In  the  tint  of  \u:v  ^fajcsty  the  Queen." 

*'  Of  onr  rnvd  consort  !''  said  Richard.       "  Now,  Br 

* 

Iloavcn,  hy  S::i:U  G(*oii;c  of  England,  and  every  ollicr 
5:aiiit  that  trend?  its  crystal  fioor,  this  is  too  aiidnciouF! 
I  linvi-  notir(\l  and  o\'t  rl«>okcd  this  warrior's  insolrnl  ad- 
miration of  om^  so  far  rd'ove  him,  and  1  si  iu!jied  him  not 
that  ojK?  of  nw  blood  should  shed  from  her  his:h-bora 
sphere  smirch  influence  as  the  sun  bestows  on  tlie  world 
f^cnoath — But,  Wcvvvcu  ;iw^  \^^\A\\  Av^v  n^>\  ^Wvild  havt 
adniiucd   Imu  lo  tiw  ^^vioA^vv^vi  \^^  \\v^vV\v\  ^\^  ^w^ 
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of  our  royal  consort !  and  dare  to  ofTor  tins  as  an  excuse 
for  his  disobedience  and  desertion  1  By  my  father's  soul ! 
Edith,  thou  shah  me  this  thy  lifelong  in  a  monastery !" 

**  My  liege,"  said  Edith,  "  your  greatness  licenses 
tyranny.  My  honour,  Lord  King,  is  as  little  touched  as 
yours,  and  my  Lady  the  Queen  can  prove  it  if  she  think 
fiu— ^But  I  have  alreadv  said,  I  am  not  here  to  excuse 
myself  or  inculpate  others — 1  ask  you  but  to  extend  to 
one,  whose  fault  was  cominittod  under  strong  temptation, 
that  mercy,  whicli  even  you  yourself,  Ijord  King,  must 
one  day  supplicate  at  a  higjicr  uibimal,  and  for  faults,  per- 
haps, less  venial." 

"  Can  tills  be  Edith  Plantagenct  ?"  said  the  King, 
bitterly, — "  Edith  Plantagenet,  the  wise  and  tJie  noble  ? — 
Or  is  it  some  love-sick  woman,  who  cares  not  for  her  own 
fame  in  comparison  of  the  Uic  of  her  paraniour  ?  Now, 
hy  King  Henry's  soul !  little  hinders  but  I  order  thy  min- 
ion's skull  to  be  brought  from  the  gibbet,  and  fixed  as  a 
perpetual  ornament  by  the  crucifix  in  thy  cell  i'' 

'*  And  if  thou  dost  send  it  from  the  gibbet  to  be  placed 
Ibrever  in  my  sight,"  said  Edith,  ''  1  will  say  it  is  a  relic 
of  a  good  knight,  cruelly  and  unworthily  done  to  death 
by — (she  checked  herself) — by  one  of  whom  I  shall 
only  say,  he  should  have  known  bettor  how  to  reward 
chivalry. — Minion  call'st  thou  him  ?"  she  continued,  with 
increasing  vehemence, — *'  He  was  indeed  my  lover,  and 
m  most  true  one — but  never  sought  he  grace  from  me  by 
look  or  word — contented  with  such  humble  observance 
as  men  pay  to  the  saints — And  tlie  good — the  valiant — 
the  faithful,  must  die  for  this  !" 

"  O,  peace,  peace,  for  pity's  sake,"  whispered  the 
Queen,  *^  you  do  but  offend  him  more." 

**  I  care  not,"  said  Edith ;  "  the  spotless  virgin  fears 
not  the  raging  lion  !  Let  him  work  his  will  on  this  worthy 
knight*  Edith,  for  whom  he  dies,  will  know  how  to  weep 
bis  memory— -to  me  no  one  shall  speak  more  of  politic 
■lliance«,  to  be  sanctioned  with  this  poor  hand.  I  cowUl 
not — ^I  would  Dot — bavo  been  his  br\Ae  \\\\t\^ — ovvc  ^^- 
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grecs  vrere  too  t1i?tnnt.     Rut  death  imiies  the  bi^ 
ihe  loiv — I  am  lienceforwnrd  the  spouse  of  ibrpiw!. 

The  King  wus  nbiml  lo  answer  nith  twin-h  «nwr,itl 
a  C!\riiielit<:  monk  entered  the  apRrtnient  liasiQ^, 
head  and  person  mufllrd  ui  the  long  manile  and  hoi 
striped  cloth  of  the  coursest  lextiire,  uhidi  dtstingui 
his  order,  and,  flinging  himself  on  his  knees  before 
King,  conjured  him,  by  every  holy  word  arid  sign,  to 
ibe  execution. 

"  Now,  by  both  sword  nnd  sceptre  !"    said    Rid 

I"  the  world  an?  leagued  to  drive  me  mad  ! — fools,  wi 
■id  monks,  croas  me  at  every  step.       How  c 
•re  still  ?" 
P  "  My  grarioos  liege,"  said   the  monk,  "  1 
if  tlie  l>ord  of  Gilshind  lo  stny  ihc  cxcciiiton  until  I 
prawn  myself  nl  yonr  royal — "  ■^  | 

■*  "  And  he  was  wilful  enough  lo  granl  ihy  reipatf* 
said  the  Kin;; ;  "  but  it  is  of  a  piece  with  liis  wxMtd 
obslinary — And  nhut  Ts  it  tliou  host  to  say  }  Spesk,  is 
thu  fiend's  name !" 

"  My  lord,  there  is  a  weighty  secret — but  it  red*  i»- 
der  the  seal  of  confessioR — 1  dure  not  tell  or  er«o 
per  it — but  1  swear  to  tliee  by  my  holy  order— fef 
which  I  wDar — by  the  blessed  Elias,  our  A 
n  him  who  was  translated  without  sufTering  lite 
f  pnngs  of  moruility — that  this  youth  hath  dirulgat] 
B  a  secret,  which,  if  I  might  confide  it  lo  iliee,  wonU  ^ 
'y  Iiirn  thee  from  thy  bloody  purpose  in  regafd  lo  Ini 
"Good   father,"  said  Richard,    "  that  1  reycrence  lb* 
lurch,   let   the  arms  which  I  naw   wear  for  her  sake, 
r  wilnes.'i.     Give  me  lo  know  lliis  secret,  ami  I  inll 
do  what  shall  seem    titting  in  the    mailer.      Bui  1  am  M 
blind  Bayard,  to  take  u  leap  in  the  dark  under  thi;  sink' 
of  a  pair  of  priestly  spurs." 

"  My  lord,"  sniil  the  holy  mnn,  ibrotv-ing  back  hia  cowl 
and  upper  vesnire,  and  discovcrnig  under  tlie  kUira 
ganneiti  of  {•nuUkin,  and  from  bmeaib  the  former  •  ri** 

*so  wildly  waM»:d  \>^  Ci\vMM.,\-K-A,-v^ 
iiibic  lalUer  v\ic  a^^v^'^''^'^^^ '^^  ** 


tlian  a  human  face,  "  for  twenty  years  have  I  macerated 
this  miserable  body  in  tiie  r.uverns  of  Engaddi,  doing 
penance  for  a  great  crime.  Tiiiuk  you  I,  who  am  dead 
to  the  world,  would  contrive  a  falsehood  to  endanger  my 
own  soul,  or  that  one,  bound  by  the  most  sacred  oatlis 
to  the  contrary— -one  such  as  I,  who  have  but  one  long- 
ing wish  connected  with  earth,  to  wit,  the  rebuilding  of 
our  Christian  Zion, — wou!d  betray  the  secrets  of  the 
confessional  ?  Both  are  alike  abhorrent  to  my  very  soul." 

"  So,'*  answered  the  King,  "  tliou  art  that  hermit  of 
whom  men  speak  so  much  'f  Thou  art,  I  confess^  like 
enough  to  those  spirits  which  walk  in  dry  plucos,  but 
Richard  fears  no  hoi)gobiins — and  thou  art  he,  too,  as  I 
bethink  me,  to  whom  the  Christian  princes  sent  tliis  very 
criminal  to  open  a  communication  with  tiie  Soldnn,  even 
while  I,  who  ouglu  to  have  been  first  consuhed,  lay  on 
my  sick-bed  ?  Thou  and  they  may  content  themselves — 
I  will  not  put  my  neck  into  the  loop  of  n  Carmelite's 
girdle — And,  for  your  cnvciy,  he  siiall  die,  tlie  rather  and 
the  sooner  that  thou  dost  entreat  for  liim." 

**  Now  God  be  gracious  to  thee,  Lord  King  !"  said 
die  hermit,  with  much  cjnotion  ;  "  tliou  art  setting  that 
mischiefon  foot  which  thou  wih  hereafter  wish  thou  hadst 
stopt,  though  it  had  cost  thee  a  limb«  Ilasli,  blinded 
man,  yet  forbear  V^ 

"  Away,  away  !"  said  the  Kinc,  stamping,  "  the  sun 
has  risen  on  the  dishonour  of  England,  and  it  is  not  yet 
ATengcd. — Ladies  and  priest,  withdraw,  if  ye  would  not 
hear  orders  which  would  displease  you  ;  for,  by  Saint 
George,  I  swear " 

**  Swear  Niir !"  said  the  voice  of  one  who  had  just 
then  entered  the  pavilion. 

"  Ha  !  my  learned  Hakim,"  said  tlie  King ;  "  come, 
I  hope,  to  tax  our  generosity." 

"  I  come  to  request  instant  speech  with  you — instant 
—-and  touching  matters  of  deep  iuterest." 

**  First  look  on  my  wife.  Hakim,  and  let  her  know  in 
you  .the  preserver  of  her  husband." 
18*    wou  u. 
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"  It  is  not  for  me,"  said  tlie  physician,  foldiog  bis  ai 
with  an  nir  of  oriental  modtsty  and  reveronce,  and  bei 
ing  Ills  eyes  on  the  ground, — "  it  is  not  for  me  lo  li 
upon  beauty  unveiled,  and  armed  in  its  splendours." 

"  Retire,  then,  Berengaria,"  said  the  Monarcli ;  "»i 
Edith,  do  you  retire  also  ; — nay,  renew  not  your  iiap 
tunities!  This  I-givo  lo  tliem,  thai  tlie  excvutloD  il 
not  be  till  high  noon.  Go  and  be  pacified— ^eit 
Berengaria,  begone. — Edilh,"  he  added,  «itb  a  glai 
which  struck  terror  even  into  the  courageous  soul  of 
kinswoman,  "go  if  you  are  wise." 

The  females  withdrew,  or  raihcr  hurried  from  the  H 
rank  and  ceremony  forgotten,  much  hkc  a  flock  of  «i 
fowl  huddled  togctiicr,  against  whom  the  fnlcon  has  Di 
a  recent  sloop. 

They  relumed  from  thence  to  the  Qn^cii'e  pai 
10  indulge  in  regrets  and  rccriminalinn!!,  cfiuallj  im 
ing.  Edith  was  the  only  one  who  seemed  to  d« 
these  ordin.iry  channels  of  sorrow.  Without  a  fiight- 
gut  n  tear,  wiihoct  a  word  of  upbraiding,  she  htu 
upon  the  Queen,  whose  weak  temperament  t>hoiiad 
sorrow  in  violont  hysterical  ecstasies,  and  paa' 
IiypochondriacnlefTnsions,  inthe  course  of  tvliicb 
sedulously,  and  even  nfieciionaiely,  attended  her. 

"  It  is  impossible  she  can  have  loved  this  knighi,"  iM, 
Florise  to  Calista,  her  senior  in   niieiidunce   upmlll 
Queen's  person.     "  We  have  been  inisiuken ;  sfae  bM 
:y  for  his  faie,  as  for  a  stranger  who  has  cwne  lo  MV 
on  her  account," 

"  Hush,  hush,"  answered  her  more  expcriencnl,  wi 
%tAre  observant  comrade ;  "  she  is  flf  that  proud 
of  PlaniHgenel,  who  never  own  that  a  hurt  grieve* 
While  they  have  themselves  been  bleeding  to  deai 
der  n  mortal  wotmd,  they  have  been  known  to  binil  i 
scratches  sustained  by  their  more  fnint-hearied 
■ — Florise,  wc  have  done  frightfully  wrong ;  and,  far 
oini  pan,  1  wouVd  bu^  \sith  every  jetnoli  ' 
^MrI  jest  bad  tetn« 
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CHAPTER  XVm. 


n  B  ptuwtBiy  iMelllgnKe, 
Of  Jupiter  ukI  8dI  ;  sad  Ihtne  grtM  qririu 
Are  pTDud,  lanluliml.    It  uki  greal  chaise* 
To  eiiUc¥  (bcm  from  tbc^idijigDTilioir  bpbcroa, 


The  hermit  followed  the  ladies  froin  the  pavilion  of 
Ricliard,  as  shadow  follows  a  beam  of  sunshine  when  tho 
clouds  are  driving  over  the  face  of  the  sun.  But  be  turn- 
ed on  the  threshold,  and  held  up  his  hand  towards  (lie 
King  in  a  warning,  or  almost  a  menacing  posture,  as  he 
said, — "  Woe  to  him  who  rejects  the  couneel  of  the 
Church,  and  betakcih  hlinsctf  to  the  foul  divan  of  the 
iofidel !  King  Richard,  I  do  not  yet  shake  the  dust  from 
mj  feet  and  depart  from  thy  encampment — the  sword 
falls  not — but  it  hangs  but  by  a  hair. — Haughty  monarchy 
we  shall  meet  again." 

"  Be  it  BO,  haughty  priest,"  returned  Kchard,  "  proud- 
er in  thy  goat-skins  than  princes  in  purple  and  fine  linen." 

The  hermit  vanished  from  the  tent,  and  the  King  con- 
tinued, addressing  the  Arabian, — "  Do  the  dervises  of  the 
EU9t,wise  Haliini,  use  such  familiarity  with  their  princes  ?" 

"  The  dervise,"  replied  Adonbec,  "  should  be  either  a 
■age  or  a  madman ;  there  is  no  middle  course  for  him  who 
wears  the  khirkhah,*  who  watches  by  night,  and  fasts  by 
day.  Hence,  hath  he  either  wisdom  enough  tobearbimself 
discreetly  in  the  presence  of  princes,  or  else,  having  no 
reason  bestowed  on  him,  he  is  not  responsible  for  his 
own  actions." 

■*  Methinks  our  monks  have  adopted  chiefly  the  latter 

*lj»tni^  tit  tan  rate,   Tbobibii«f  ibtdiernMitt«t«ii&*A. 
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character,"  said  Richard — "  But  to  llic  matter. — ^Id  what 
can  I  pleasure  j-nu,  my  learned  physician  !" 

"  Great  King,"  said  El  Hakim,  making  his  profound 
Oriental  oboisance,  "  let  thy  servant  speak  one  word, 
and  yet  live.  I  would  remind  thee  ihat  thou  owest — not 
to  me  their  humble  instruincnt — but  to  the  LitclUgeDces, 
whose  benefits  I  dispense  to  mortals,  a  life      -'  " 

"  And  I  warrant  me  thou  noultl*st  have  aooiher  io 
requital,  ha  ?"  interrupted  the  King. 

"  Such  is  my  humble  prnycr,"  said  the  Hakim,  "to 
the  greatMelerliRIc — even  the  life  of  this  good  knigbt, 
who  13  doomed  to  die,  and  hut  for  such  fault  as  wu 
committed  by  tltc  Sultan  Adam,  surnamed  Afooulbescbar, 
or  the  fatlicr  of  all  men." 

"  And  thy  wisdom  might  remind  tiiee.  Hakim,  tbit 
Adam  died  for  it,"  said  tiie  King,  somewhat  sternly,  aiul 
iJien  began  to  pace  the  narrow  space  of  his  tent,  will 
some  emotion,  and  to  t.ilk  to  himself.  "  Why,  God-t- 
mercy — I  knew  what  he  desired  as  soon  as  ever  ho  vtuct- 
ed  the  pavilion  I — Here  is  one  poor  life  justly  condeumed 
to  extinction,  and  I,  a  King  and  a  soldier,  who  have  slais 
thousands  by  my  command,  and  scores  wiili  my  on 
hand,  am  to  have  no  powerovcr  it,  although  the  Iwnour 
of  my  anus,  of  my  liouse,  of  my  very  Queen,  liadi  beet 
attauitcd  by  the  culj)nt — By  Saint  Geurpe,  it  makes  me 
laugh  !  }ty  Saint  Louis,  it  reminds  me  of  Hlundel's  tab 
of  an  enclianted  castle,  nl>cre  the  destined  knight  nil 
withstood  successively  in  his  purpose  of  entrance  by  fornu 
and  figures  die  most  dissimilar,  but  all  hostile  lo  bis  un- 
dertaking. No  sooner  one  sunk  than  another  appeared! 
— Wife — Kinswoman — Hermit — Hakim — each  ajipcaif 
in  llie  lists  as  soon  as  the  other  is  defeated  ! — Why,  ihis  a 
a  single  knight  (igbting  against  the  whole  melee  of  the 
tournament — ha  !  ha  !  ha  !" — And  Richard  lauglicil 
aloud  ;  for  he  bad,  in  fact,  begun  to  change  his  mood,  hii 
resentment  being  usually  too  violent  to  be  of  long  endur- 
uice. 

The  physician  mc3nwVkA<2\Q(^«&  «&\a«i  <Klth  a  cotOH 
teoaoce  of  aurj>T\s«,  not  uunan^^  v''^  c»kskr^\^ 
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the  eastern  people  make  no  allowance  for  those  mercu- 
rial changes  in  the  temper,  and  consider  open  laughter, 
upon  almost  any  account,  as  derogatory  to  (lie  dignity  of 
man,  and  becoming  only  to  women  and  children.  At 
length  the  sage  addressed  tlie  King,  tvheq  lie  saw  him 
more  composed. 

**  A  doom  of  death  should  not  issue  from  laughing  lips. 
^Let  thy  servant  hope  that  tbou  liast  granted  him  this 
man's  life." 

"  Take  the  freedom  of  a  thousand  captives  instead," 
said  Richard  ;  '*  restore  so  many  of  thy  countrymen  to 
their  tents  and  families,  and  I  will  give  the  warrant 
Instantly.  This  man's  life  can  avail  thee  nothing,  and  it 
is  forfeited." 

"  All  our  lives  are  forfeited,"  said  the  Hakim,  putting 
his  hand  to  his  cap.  "  But  the  great  Creditor  is  mer- 
ciful, and  exacts  not  the  pledge  rigorouslynoruntimely." 

"  Thou  canst  show  me,"  said  Richard,  "  no  special 
interest  tliou  hast  to  become  intercessor  betwixt  me  and 
the  execution  of  justice,  to  which  1  am  snora  as  ■  crown- 
ed King." 

"  Tliou  art  sworn  to  the  dealing  fortli  mercy  as  well 
ts  justice,"  said  El  Hakim  ;  "  but  what  thou  seekest, 
great  King,  is  the  excciiiion  of  thine  own  will.  And  for 
Die  concern  I  have  in  this  retjuest,  know  that  many  a  man's 
life  depends  upon  thy  granting  this  boon." 

"  Explain  thy  words,"  snid  Richard  ;  "  hut  think  not 
to  impose  upon  mc  by  false  pretexts." 

**  Be  it  far  from  tliy  servant !"  said  Adonbcc.  "  Know, 
then,  (hat  the  meilieino  to  which  thou,  Sir  King,  and 
many  one  heside,  owe  their  recovery,  is  a  talisman,  com- 

Ksed  under  certain  a.<ipccts  of  tlic  heavens,  when  the 
vine  Intelligences  are  most  propitious.  I  am  but  the 
poor  administrator  of  its  virtues.  I  dip  it  in  a  cup  of 
water,  observe  the  fitting  hour  to  administer  it  to  the 
patient,  and  the  potency  of  the  draught  works  the  cure." 

"  A  most  rare  medicine,"  said  the  King,  *'  ti 
modious  !  and,  at  it  may  be  carried  in  \^\p 
would  aare  tbe  wboie  caravan  o' 
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quire  to  ctHirey  drugs  and  physic-stuff — ^I  marvel  tb 

any  otlier  in  use." 

"  It  is  written,"  answered  the  Hakira,  with  imped 
ble  gravity,  "  abuse  not  ilie  steed  which  hath  borne 
from  the  battle.  Know,  that  such  talismans  might  ii 
be  framed,  but  rare  fans  been  the  number  of  adept 
have  dared  to  undertake  the  application  of  their  ^ 
Severe  restrictions,  painful  observancrs,  fasts,  ani! 
ance,  are  necessary  on  ihe  part  of  the  ssge  tvho  ust 
mode  of  cure ;  and  if,  through  neglect  of  these  pi 
aliens,  by  iiis  love  of  ease,  or  his  indulgence  of  sa 
appetite,  he  omiis  to  cure  at  least  twelve  persons  ' 
the  course  of  each  moon,  the  virtue  of  the  diviu 
departs  from  the  amulet,  and  both  tlie  last  patiei 
the  physician  mil  be  exposed  to  speedy  misfortunE 
tlier  will  they  survive  tlie  year.  1  require  yet  one 
nabe  up  the  appointed  number." 

"  Go  out  into  the  camp,  good  Hakim,  where  tlio 
End  a-many,"  said  tlic  King,  "  and  do  not  seek  t 
my  headsman  of  his  patients  ;  it  is  unbecoming  a 
cinerof  thine  eminence  to  interfere  wiih  the  pract 
another. — Besides,  I  cannot  see  how  delivering  a  fcri 
from  the  death  he  deserves,  should  go  to  make  u 
tale  of  miraculous  cures." 

"  When  thou  canst  show  nhy  a  draught  of  cold 
should  have  cured  thee,  when  the  most  precious 
foiled,"  said  (he  Hakim,  "  thou  niay'st  reason  ch 
Other  mysteries  attendant  on  this  matter.  For  myi 
■m  hefEcient  to  the  great  work,  having  this  mo 
touched  an  unclean  animal.  Ask,  therefore,  no  fs 
questions  ;  it  is  enough,  that  by  sparing  this  niaji' 
at  my  request,  you  will  deliver  yonrEclf,  great  ! 
and  thy  servant,  from  a  great  danger," 

"  Hark  (bee,  Adonbec,"  replied  the  King,  "  I 
no  objection  that  leeches  should  wrap  their  words  in 
and  pretend  to  derive  knowledge  from  the  stars  : 
when  you  bid  Richard  Planiiigcnct  fear  that  a  di 
will  fall  upon  him  (torn  w»i\e  \i^  Qv^vt\^^  cit  >w&vuiad 
enoaial,  you  apeaVt  to  na  't^^ntwA.  %«»:<«.,  ^  ^s&i 
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ivomm,  wlin  fnrGgoos  her  purpose  because  a  bare  crossei 
Uic  path,  a  raven  croaks,  or  a  cat  sneezea." 

"  I  cannoi  hinder  your  doubt  of  my  words,"  aaid  Adon- 
bec  ;  "  but  yel,  let  my  Lord  the  King  grant  llial  truth  is 
on  the  tnngtic  of  his  servant, — will  he  think  it  jiisl  to  de- 
prive (lie  world,  and  every  wretcli  wlio  mny  suiler  bjr 
ihe  pains  which  so .  lately  reduced  him  to  tliat  couch, 
of  ilie  benefit  oflliis  most  virtuous  talisman,  rather  than 
extend  his  forgiveness  to  one  poor  criminal  ?  Bethink 
you.  Lord  King,  that  though  thou  canst  slay  thousands, 
thou  cnnst  not  restore  one  man  to  health.  Kings  hatre 
the  power  of  SiUun  to  torment,  sages  that  of  Allah  to  hcsl 
^4ieware  how  thou  hinderest  the  good  to  humanity,  which 
thou  canst  not  thyself  render.  Thou  canst  cut  off  the 
bead,  but  not  cure  the  aching  tooth." 

"  This  is  over  insolent,"  said  the  King,  hardening  him- 
leir,  as  the  Hakim  assumed  a  more  lofty,  and  almost  k 
commanding  tone.  "  We  took  thee  for  our  leech,  ooC 
for  our  oounsellor,  or  conscience-keeper." 

*'  And  IS  it  thus  the  most  renowned  Prince  of  Frangis- 
taii  repays  benefit  done  to  his  royal  person  ?"  said  El 
lltkim,  exchanging  the  humble  and  stooping  posture, 
in  which  he  had  hitherto  solicited  the  King,  for  an  a(> 
tilude  lofty  and  commanding.  "  Know  ihen,"  he  said, 
••  that  tlirou^^h  every  court  of  Europe  and  Asia — to  Mos- 
lem and  Naznrcne — to  knight  and  lady — wherever  harp 
is  heard  and  sword  worn — wherever  honour  is  loved  and 
infamy  detested — to  every  quarter  of  the  world  will  I  de- 
QOiincc  thee,  Melech  Ric,  as  thankless  and  ungenerous  ; 
and  even  the  lands — if  there  be  any  such — that  never 
heard  of  thy  renown,  shnll  yet  be  acquainted  with  tlijr 
ibnnie  !" 

"  Are  these  terms  to  mo,  vile  infidel !"  snid  Richard, 
Itnding  up  to  Iiim  in  fury. — "  Art  weary  of  thy  life  .'" 

"  Strike  !"  said  El  Ilakim  ;  "  thine  own  deed  shall 
ihen  pajnt  llicc  more  wnrtiiless  than  could  my  words, 
though  each  had  an  hornet's  sling." 

RiciiBrO  turned  fiercely  from  him,  tcAAcA  \\va  wn«s 
nrcraod  die  fjjt  as  be/brc,and  theaex£\umiiAi  "T^>»si*'- 
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Jeaa  and  uiigeiiemtis  ? — as  well  be   icrroecl  covaH  I 
iitfidcl ! — llnkim,  tliou  Imsl  clioseii  ihy  boon  ;  wid  tt 
I  li!id    rnllipr  ihoii   liadst  nskod   my  rrowii-jencJs,  _ 
may  ijot  kinglike  refuse  ilice.     Takt-  lliis  Scot,  iberef 
to  lliy  keeping — the  provost  will  deliver  liim  to  tl 
thii  xvarrant." 

He  hastily  traced  one  or  two  lines,  and  gav« 
to  Ihe  jiliysician.     "  Use   liim  as  lliy  tioiid-sIn»c, 
disposed  nf  as  tlioii  will — only,  let  hira  beware  linw  bt 
oomos  before  llie  eyes  of  Riirhurd.     ilurk  lliee — iliouul 
he  liaili  been  over  bold  among  tbose  in  wlin     iVr 
ind  weak  judgments  we  liiist  our  honour,   i 
ttie  East  lodge  your  treasnrcs  in  tasktts  of  siU  r  r  v.  ,•. 
■  as  frail  as  tlie  web  of  n  gossamer." 
servant  understaiitis  tlie  word  of  (In 
nge,  at  onrc  resuming  tlie  rttvcm.' 
wliich  lie  bad  commenced.     "  Wbrn  i. 
jiled,  tbe  fuol  poinietb  lo  ibe  stuiii— 

uitlc.     I  bavc  beard  my  lorA  I 

King  ;  "  let  Jiim  constitl  Ua  ■ 
r  in  mv  presence  uioro.— feA 
lydo'lliee  pleasure  ?" 
The  bounty  of  tlie  Kinj;  baih  filkd  my  cnpHl 
brim,"  said  the  sBE;e ;  "  yea,  it  balb  been  nbundnt 
tiie  fnunluin  whicb  sprung  up  amid  llie  eanip  of  if 
•eendanis  of  Israel,  wben  llie  rock  was  strickvD  bgpN 
rod  of  Mnussa  Ben  Amran." 

"  Ay,  but,"  said  (he  King,  smiling,  "  il  re(]utre^,| 
in  the  desert,  a  bard  blow  on  the  rock,  ere  it  yi«Mtt4l 
treasures.  1  would  tbai  I  knew  somelliing  to  ]' 
thee,  which  1  might  yield  as  freely  as  the  natural  & 
sends  forth  its  waters." 

*'  Let  me  touch  tlint  viclorioiis  hand,"  said  t 
•'  in  token,  Oini  if  Adonhec   El  Ifukim  sliouliT  \nn 
dtfinaiid  a  boon  of  Richard  of  England,  he  may  i 
'4A  pIc'Ctd  his  cdiHinawA," 

Ttimihasth!im\i>nA¥J*>'^cw\ww\\,vMs&;:'      _ 


"  Thy 
■aid  the 
address  ii 
carpet  is 
U,i.nco,e 


■pfeiy. 


il  Willi  hii  I 

liear  is 

Il  i.  well,"  said  llio 

(ly,  niid  never  nppea 

■       ■        inhielilr 
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t9  without  craviDg  me  lo  deliver  from  punisb- 
se  wlio  have  deserved  it,  I  would  more  willingly 

my  debt  in  some  other  form." 

thy  daya  be  multiplied  I" — enstvered  the  Ha- 
n-iilidrew  from  the  apartmenl  afier  tbe  usual 
sniicc. 

ichard  gazed   after  him  as  he  departed,  like 
lalf-satisGed  with  what  had  passed. 
gc  pertinacily,"  he  said,  "  in  this  Hakim,  and 
ul  chance  to  interfere  between  that  audacious 

tbe  cliastiscment  he  has  merited  so  rtchly. 
m  live  !  there  is  one  brave  roan  the  more  in 
I. — And  now  for  the  Austrian. — Ho,  is  tin 
Gilsland  there  witlioul.'"' 
imas  Dc  Vatix  lliiis  summoned,  his  bulky  form 
larkcned  the  opening  of  the  pavilion,  while  be- 
;li(led  as  a  spectre,  unannounced,  yet  unoppos- 
va^c  form  of  the  hermit  of  Engaddi,  wrapped 
t-sktn  mantle. 

I,  without  noticing  bis  presence,  called  in  a  loud 
3  JJarun,  "  Sir  Thomas  L>c  Vaux,  of  Lancrcost 
nd,  take  trompet  and  beruld,  and  go  instantly 
.  of  him  whom  they  call  Arcli-Uuke  of  Austria, 
at  it  be  when  tbe  press  of  his  knights  and  vas- 
itcst  around  him, — as  is  likely  at  this  hour,  for 
m  boar  breakfasts  ere  he  hears  mass — enter 
ice  with  as  little  reverence  as  thou  may'st, 
ich  bim,  on  the  part  of  Richard  of  England, 
th  this  ni^lit,  by  his  own  band,or  thatof  odiers, 
1  its  sins'  tlie  Banner  of  England.  Wherefore, 
1  our  pleasure,  that,  within  an  hour  from  the 
ly  speaking,  he  restore  tbe  said  banner  with 
)cc — he  himself  and  his  principal  barons  wait- 
lilst  with  beads  uncovered,  and  without  their 
lonour — And  that,  moreover,  he  pitch  beside 
one  hand,  his  own  Banner  of  Austria  reversed, 
ich  bath  been  dishonoured  by  vheiv  awi  ^Acwj 
the  other,  a  lancc,  bearing  tUe  \i\w>i^  \\«.^  ^'t 

'OL     It. 
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Iiiro  who  was  his  nearest  counsellor,  or  asaisoot,  in  da 
base  injury-~And  say,  that  such  our  behests  bdng  pafr 
tually  discharged,  wewill,  for  the  sake  of  our  tow,  ^ 
tho  weal  of  the  Holy  Land,  forgive  liis  other  forfeils." 

"  And  how  if  the  Duke  of  Austria  deny  all  acceaMi 
to  this  act  of  wrong  and  of  felonj-  }"  said  Tbomai  Di 
Vaux. 

"  Tell  him,"  replied  the  King,  "  we  will  prove  it  vfm 
liis  body — ay,  were  he  backed  with  his  two  bmtf 
champions.  Knightlike  will  we  prove  it,  on  Iboloro 
horse,  in  the  desert  or  in  (he  field,  time,  place,  and  am 
all  at  his  own  choice." 

"  Bethink  you  of  the  peace  of  God  and  the  Chmt^ 
my  liege  lord,"  said  the  Baron  of  Gilsland,  "  antan 
those  princes  engaged  in  this  holy  crusade." 

"  Bethink  you  how  to  e^iccule  my  commands,  my  Cep 
vassal,"  answered  {iichard,  impatiently.  "  Meiludil 
men  expect  to  turn  our  purpose  by  their  breath,  as  bap 
blow  feathers  to  nnd  fro — Peace  of  ihe  Church  ! — wit, 
I  prithee,  minds  it  f — The  peace  of  tlie  church,  anicag 
crusaders,  implies  wnr  wiili  the  Saracens,  witli  whom  im 
princes  have  uvMie  truce,  and  ilic  one  ends  with  the  otli» 
And,  besides,  see  you  not  bow  every  prince  of  then  il 
seeking  his  own  several  ends  ! — I  will  seek  mine  b1s»~ 
and  that  is  honour.  For  honour  I  came  hither,  and  ifl 
may  not  win  it  upon  ihc  Saracens,  at  leaM  I  will  not  IM 
a  jot  from  any  respect  lo  tliis  paluy  duke,  though  hi 
were  bulwarked  and  buttressed  by  every  prince  in  lb 
crusade." 

De  Vaux  turned  to  obey  the  King's  manilate,  sliftf 
ging  his  shoulders  at  the  same  time,  tlie  hliintness  of  tit 
nature  being  unable  to  conceal  that  its  tenor  went  againtf 
bis  judgment.  But  [be  Hermit  of  Engaddi  stepped  (of- 
ward,  and  assumed  tlie  air  of  one  charged  wilii  higbw 
commands  than  those  of  a  mere  earthly  potentate.  In* 
deed,  iiis  dress  of  shaggy  skins,  his  uncombed 
trimmed  hair  and  beard,   his  lean,  wild, 


/enlures,  and  tUe  aXnwA  Vnaan^  ^t« '«\»i^  ^k^kmI filHi 
under  bis  bushy  e^eXiwws,  «ai«>»att  wyyiwALmal 
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'  idea  of  some  Ker  of  Scripture,  who,  charged  with 
misnon  to  the  sinful  Kings  of  Judah  or  Israel,  de- 
led from  the  rocks  and  caverns  ia  which  he  dwelt  in 
icted  solitude,  to  abash  earthly  tyrants  in  the  midst 
eir  priue,  by  discharging  on  them  the  hligfadng  de- 
ations  of  Divine  Majesty,  even  as  the  cloud  ,di»-  . 
es  tlie  lightnings  wilh  which  it  is  fraught,  oo  iha 
cles  and  towers  of  castles  and  palaces.      In  the 

of  his  most  wayward  mood,  Richard  respected  the 
h  and  its  ministers,  and  though  ofTcnded  at  llie  in- 
n  of  the  hermit  into  his  tent,  he  greeted  bim  wilh 
ct ;  at  the  same  time,  however,  making  a  sign  to 
'homas  De  Vaux  lo  hasten  on  his  message, 
t  Ihe  hermit  prohibited  the  baron,  by  gesture,  look, 
rord,  to  stir  a  yard  on  such  an  errand ;  and,  hold- 
l>  his  hare  arm,  from  which  the  goat-skin  mantle  fell 

in  the  violence  of  his  action,  he  waved  it  aloft, 
re  with  famine,  and  wealed  with  the  blows  of  the 
■line. 

n  the  name  of  God,  and  of  the  most  holy  Father, 
icegerent  of  the  Christian  Church  upon  earth,  I  pro- 
this  most  profane,  bloodthirsty,  and  brutal  defiance, 
xt  two  Christian  princes,  whose  shoulders  are  signed 
:he  blessed  mark  under  which  they  swore  brother- 
Woe  to  him  by  whom  it  is  broken  ! — Richard  of 
ind,  recall  the  most  unhallowed  message  thou  hast 

to  that  baron — Danger  and  Death  are  nigh  thee  ! 

;  dagger  is  glancing  at  ihy  very  throat! " 

danger  and  Death  are  playmates  to  Richard,"  sn- 
:d  die  Monarch,  proudly  ;  "  and  he  hath  braved  too 

swords  to  fear  a  dagger." 

langer  and  Death  are  near,"  replied  the  seer  ;  and, 
ig  his  voice  to  a  hollow,  unearthly  tone,  he  added, 
d  after  death  the  judgment !" 
jood  and  holy  father,"  said  Richard,  "I  reverence 
araon  and  thy  sanctity-        " 

leverence  not  me  !"  interrupted  the  hetrcnX.","  \«9- 
*  aooaer  the  vilest  insect  that  crawAs  \iy  V!tve  i!{«n«^ 

Aw/  Sea,  and  feeds  upon  )U  »ccut«c.^  i&n>A< 
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But  reverence  llim  whose  commands  I  speak — Rero- 
ence  Him  vliose  sepulcbre  you  have  vowed  to  resent- 
Revere  the  oaili  of  concord  which  }'ou  itave  smun,  ni 
breik  not  the  silver  cord  of  udioq  and  fidelity  nilh  «iiicll 
j'Ou  have  hotiiid  jourself  lo  your  princely  con  fed  crates.* 

"  Good  fallier,"  said  tlie  Kins;,  "  you  of  the  Chnrcb 
seem  to  lue  to  presume  souit^n  hal,  if  a  layman  msy  nj 
so  much,  u|>on  tlie  dignity  of  your  holy  chancUf. 
Williout  challengiug  your  ri^lit  lu  lake  charge  orourcor 
science,  mctliinks  you  might  leave  us  the  charge  of  cm 
own  honour." 

"  Presume  !"  repeated  the  hermU— "  is  it  lor  n>e  K 
presume,  royal  Richard,  who  am  but  tlie  bell  obeykl 
the  hand  of  ilie  sexton— 4)Ut  the  senseless  and  froitluoi 
trumpet,  carryin"  the  command  of  hini  who  souud*  il? 
•^Sec,  on  my  knees  1  ihroiv  myselfbefore  thee,  impkv- 
JDg  tlicc  lo  have  mercy  on  Christendom,  on  Engluit 
and  on  thyself." 

"  Rise,  rise,"  said  Richard,  compcllin|;  him  to  staai 
up ;  "  it  beseems  not  that  kr.ces,  vrbich  are  so  freqtteotlf 
bended  lo  itie  DliIv,  should  press  titc  ground  in  uonoaf 
of  man. — What  danger  awaits  us,  reverend  faiher.*— 
and  when  stood  ihc  power  of  England  so  low,  tliat  tin 
noisy  hhi.-ler  of  liiis  new-made  Duke's  displeasure  sliouU 
alarm  her,  or  her  iiionarth  ?" 

"  I  have  looked  forUt  from  my  mountain  turret  upia 
the  starry  host  of  heaven,  as  each  in  his  midnight  circuit 
uttered  wisdom  to  another,  and  knowledge  to  the  fe* 
who  can  understand  their  voice.  There  siis  an  enemy 
in  thy  House  of  Life,  Lord  King,  malign  at  once  to  tlij 
fume,  and  tliy  prosperity — an  emanation  of  Sauim,  men- 
acing thoe  with  instant  and  bloody  peril,  and  which,  but 
thou  yield  thy  proud  will  totlic  rule  of  thy  duty,  niUprc^ 
ently  crush  thee,  even  thy  pride." 

"  Away,  away — dtis  is  heathen  science,"  said  tht 
King.  ■■  Ciirisiiuns  practise  it  not — wise  men  believe  il 
not. — Old  man,  thou  dotest." 

"  I  dote  nnt,  Ku\w&"  wa-««t«&  Oaa  hemut— 
"  I   ail)   nol  so  UavvS-     ^  '^^  "^"i  wwi&siw^g^ 
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that  90me  portion  of  reason  is  yet  permitted  me,  not 
for  my  own  use,  but  that  of  the  Church,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  Cross.  I  am  the  blind  man  who 
holds  a  torch  to  others,  though  it  yields  no  light  to 
himself.  Ask  me  touching  what  concerns  the  weal  of 
Christendom,  and  of  this  crusade,  and  I  will  speak  with 
thee  as  the  wisest  counsellor  on  whose  tongue  persuasion 
ever  sat.  Speak  to  me  of  my  own  wretched  being,  and 
my  words  shall  be  those  of  the  maniac  outcast  which 
lam." 

*^  I  would  not  break  the  bands  of  unity  asunder  among 
the  Princes  of  the  Crusade,''  said  Richard,  with  a  mit- 
igated tone  and  manner  ;  "  but  what  atonement  can  they 
render  me  for  the  injustice  and  insult  which  I  have  sus- 
tained ?" 

"  Even  of  that  I  am  prepared  and  commissioned  to 
ipeak  by  the  council,  which,  meeting  hastily  at  the  sum- 
mons of  Philip  of  France,  have  taken  measures  for  tliat 
effecu** 

"  Strange,"  replied  Richard,  "  that  others  should 
treat  of  what  is  due  to  the  wounded  Majesty  of  England !" 

'*  They  are  willing  to  anticipate  your  demands,  if  it  be 
possible,"  answered  the  hermit.  '*  In  a  body,  tliey  con- 
sent that  the  Banner  of  England  be  replaced  on  Saint 
Greorge's  Mount,  and  they  lay  under  ban  and  condem- 
nation the  audacious  criminal,  or  criminals,  by  whom  it 
was  outraged,  and  will  announce  a  princely  reward  to  any 
who  shall  denounce  the  delinquent's  guilt,  and  give  his 
flesh  to  the  wolves  and  ravens." 

"And  Austria,"  said  Richard — "  upon  whom  rest  such 
strong  presumptions  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  deed  .^" 

"  To  prevent  discord  in  the  host,"  replied  the  hermit, 
"  Austria  will  clear  himself  of  the  suspicion,  by  submit- 
ting to  whatsoever  ordeal  the  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem 
sbal]  impose." 

"  Will  he  clear  himself  by  the  trial  by  combat  .'^"  said 
King  Richard. 

**!&  occb  proUbvV  "  ^e  YieirDAX^   *^  ^tA% 

manoww,  ibe  UoaaeP  .-^* 
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"  Will  Dciilicr  authnrizc  bnule  against  the  Sara^ 
interrupted  Ricliaril,  "  nor  agaiciat  any  ooe  else. 
it  is  ciioiigji,  father — ibou  hasi  ahonii  me  the  ti 
proceeding  as  I  designed  in  liiis  matter.  You  shall 
er  light  your  toreb  in  a  puddle  of  rain,  than  bf 
spark  out  of  a  cold-blooded  coward.  There  is  do 
our  to  be  gained  on  Ausirin,  and  so  let  him  ptj 
will  have  him  peijirn:  himself,  however  J  I  will  ini 
the  ordeal. — How  i  shiiJI  laugh  to  hear  his  cluim 
gcrs  hiss,  as  be  grasps  tlie  red-hot  globe  of  iroa  !- 
or  his  huge  moitih  riven,  and  his  gullet  swelling  loi 
cation,  as  be  endeavours  lo  swallow  the  conse< 
br«ad !" 

"  Peace,  Richard,"  said  the  hermit — "  Oh,  peac 
shame,  if  not  for  charily.  Who  ^lall  praise  or  h 
'  ^princt^s,  who  itisull  and  caiunmiiite  eacli  other  ?  , 
UiHt  n  creaturi^  so  noble  as  thou  art — 50  sccompliil 
princely  ihoiigbts  und  princely  daring — so  6ttefl  U 
our  Christendom  by  Iby  actions,  and,  in  thy  calinen 
to  rule  ber  by  tby  wisdom,  should  yet  hare  the  bnil 

L  wild  fury  of  ibe  lion,  mingled  with  tbe  dignity  and  eO 

f  of  that  King  of  the  forest !" 

P  -  He  remained  an  instant  musing  with  his  eyes  fin 
■he  ground,  and  then  proceeded- — "  But  HenreOj 
Itnows  our  imperfect  naiui-e,  accepts  of  our  iin|H 
obedience,  and  hath  delayed,  tliough  not  sver1»4 
t)luody  end  of  ihy  daring  life.  The  destroying  1 
hath  stood  stilt,  as  of  old  by  ibe  tbresliing -floor  of  An 
the  Jebusiie,  and  the  blade  is  drawn  in  his  IwM 
which,  at  no  disiant  date,  Richard,  the  lion-heane^,! 
be  as  low  as  tbe  meanest  peasant." 

"Must  it  then  be  so  soon  ?" — said  Richard.     *♦ 

tevcn  so  be  it.      May  my  cours^  be  bright,  if  it  b| 
brief!" 
"Alas!  noble  King,"  said  the  solitary,  and  itw 
ts  if  a  tear  (unwotited  guest)  were  gaihenng  ii 
tad  glazciied  eye — "  aV»ot\.  ^ni  n\e\'M*\ioVj,      " 
loru  fie  alien,  and  c*i\amA^,  ani  t»\iwr^ 
Mt  divides  lUee  trom *w  ^^■»«  "wV- 
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^-a  grave  in  which  thou  shah  be  laid  without  lineage  to 
succeed  thee — ^without  the  tears  of  a  people,  exhausted 
by  thy  ceaseless  wars,  to  lament  thcc — without  having 
extended  the  knowledge  of  thy  subjects — without  having 
done  aught  to  enlarge  their  happiness." 

"  But  not  %vithout  renown,  monk — not  without  the  tears 
of  the  lady  of  my  love  !  These  consolations,  which  thou 
canst  neither  know  nor  estimate,  await  upon  Richard  to 
his  grave." 

"  Do  I  not  know— cfln  I  not  estimate,  tlie  value  of 
rninstrers  praise,  and  of  lady's  love  !"  retorted  tlie  her- 
mit, in  a  tone,  which  for  a  moment  seemed  to  emulate  tlie 
enthusiasm  of  Richard  himself.  *'  King  of  England,"  he 
continued,  extending  his  emaciated  arm,  ''  the  blood 
which  boils  in  thy  blue  veins  is  not  more  noble  than  tliat 
which  stagnates  in  mine.  Few  and  cold  as  the  drops 
are,  they  still  are  of  the  blood  of  the  royal  Lusignan — 
of  the  heroic  and  sainted  Godfrey.  I  am — that  is,  I  was 
when  in  the  world — Alberick  Mortemar " 

"  Whose  deeds,"  said  Richard,  "  have  so  often  filled 
Fame's  trumpet !  Is  it  so — can  it  be  so  ? — Could  such 
a  light  as  thine  fall  from  the  horizon  of  chivalry,  and  yet 
men  be  uncertain  where  its  embers  had  alighted  ?" 

^*  Seek  a  fallen  star,"  said  tlie  hermit,  ''  and  thou  shalt 
only  light  on  some  foul  jelly,  which,  in  sliooting  through 
the  horizon,  has  assumed  for  a  moment  an  appearance  of 
splendour.  Richard,  if  1  tliought  that  rending  the  bloody 
reil  from  my  horrible  fate  could  make  thy  proud  heart 
stoop  to  the  discipline  of  the  church,  I  could  find  in  my 
heart  to  tell  thee  a  tale,  which  I  have  hitherto  kept  gnaw« 
ing  at  my  vitals  in  concealment,  like  the  sclf-devotcd 
youtli  of  heathenesse. — Listen,  then,  Richard,  and  may 
the  grief  and  despair,  which  cannot  avail  this  wretched 
remnant  of  what  was  once  a  man,  be  powerful  as  an 
example  to  so  noble,  yet  so  wild  a  being  as  thou  art. 
Yes — I  will — I  toill  tear  open  the  long-hidden  wounds, 
although  in  thy  very  presence  they  should  bleed  \o  de.^^r 

King  Rjchard,  upon  whom  the  hisloty  o^  ^O\ie\\0«.  Ck\ 
Mortemar  had  made  a   deep  imprcssvou  Vci  Viv*  ^^"^^ 
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yesrs,  when  mmsir^ls  were  regaling;  his  Tather's  halU  viih 
legends  of  the  Holy  Land,  listened  with  respect  to  the 
outlines  of  a  lale,  which,  darkly  and  imperfecll}-  skelrb- 
ed,  indicated  sufficiently  the  cause  of  the  partial  insanity 
of  this  singular  and  most  unhappy  being. 

"  I  need  not,"  he  said,  "  tell  tlice,  that  I  was  Dobb 
in  birth,  high  in  fortune,  strong  in  arms,  wise  in  counsel 
All  tliese  I  ivas ;  but  while  the  noblest  ladies  in  Pales- 
tine strove  which  sliottld  wind  garlands  for  my  helmet, 
my  love  was  fixed — unalterably  and  devotedly  fixed— 
on  a  maiden  of  low  degree.  Her  father,  on  ancient  soldier 
of  the  Cross,  saw  our  passion,  and  knowing  tiie  difiereiwe 
betwixt  us,  saw  no  other  refuge  for  liis  daughter's  honour 
than  to  place  her  within  the  shadow  of  the  cloister.  Ite- 
lurtied  from  a  distant  expedition,  loaded  witli  spoils  aod 
honour,  to  find  my  happiness  was  destroyed  for  ever  !  1,100, 
sought  the  cloister,  and  Satan,  who  had  marked  me  for 
his  own,  breathed  into  my  heart  a  vapour  of  spiritual 
pride,  which  coidd  only  have  had  its  source  in  his  om 
infernal  regions.  I  had  risen  as  high  in  the  Chuich  u 
before  in  the  stale — I  was,  forsooth,  the  wise,  the  seU^ 
sufficient,  tlie  impeccable  ! — I  was  the  counsellor  of  coun- 
cils— I  was  the  director  of  prelates — how  should  I  siuah 
hie — wherefore  should  I  fear  lemplation  ? — Alas !  1  be- 
came confessor  to  a  sisterhood,  and  amongst  that  sister- 
hood I  found  the  long-loved — the  long-lost.  Spare  oif 
farther  confession  ! — A  fallen  nun,  whose  guih  was  aveog- 
ed  by  self-murder,  sleeps  soundly  in  the  vaults  of  Ea- 
gaddi,  while,  above  her  very  gr.ive,  gibbers,  moans,  aa^ 
roars  a  creature,  to  whom  but  so  much  reason  is  left  u 
may  suffice  to  render  him  completely  sensible  to  his  fate." 

"  Unhappy  man  !"  said  Richard.  "  I  wonder  no 
longer  at  tliy  misery.  How  didst  thou  escape  the  doom, 
wliich  llie  canons  denounce  against  thy  ofience  r" 

"  Ask  one  who  is  yet  in  the  gall  of  worldly  bitterness," 
tatd  the  Hermit,  "  and  he  will  speak  of  a  life  spared 
for  personal  tespec\5,  and  ftom  consideration  to  hi^ 
birth.  But,  ■Rkhati,  I  \.e5i'i!Riift,4«s.'«TCw\(«™3t%»(li 
preserved  me,  vo  \\S\  mo  oaVft^  «»  ^^  " 
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whose  ashes,  when  this  earthly  fuel  is  burnt  out,  must  yet 
be  flung  into  Tophet.  Withered  and  shrunk  as  this  poor 
form  is,  it  is  yet  animated  with  two  spirits  —one  active, 
shrewd,  and  piercing,  to  advocate  the  cause  of  the 
Church  of  Jerusalem— one  mean,  abject,  and  despairing, 
fluctuating  between  madness  and  misery,  to  mourn  over 
ray  own  wretchedness,  and  to  guard  holy  relics,  on  which 
it  would  be  most  sinful  for  me  even  to  cast  my  eye. 
Pity  me  not ! — it  is  but  ^in  to  pity  the  loss  of  such  an 
abject — pity  me  not,  but  profit  by  my  example.  Thou 
standest  on  the  highest,  and,  therefore,  on  the  most  dan- 
gerous pinnacle,  occupied  by  any  Christian  prince.  Tliou 
art  proud  of  heart,  loose  of  hfe,  bloody  of  hand.  Put 
from  thee  the  sins  which  are  to  thee  as  daughter^^ 
though  tliey  'be  dear  to  the  sinful  Adam,  expel  theso 
adopted  furies  from  tliy  breast — tliy  pride,  tliy  luxury, 
thy  blood-thirstiness." 

^'  He  raves,"  said  Richard,  turning  from  the  solitary 
to  De  Vaux,  as  one  who  felt  some  pain  from  a  sarcasm 
which  yet  he  could  not  resent — tlicn  turned  him  calmly, 
and  somewhat  scornfully,  to  the  anchoret,  as  he  replied 
—* **  Thou  hast  found  a  fair  bevy  of  daugliters,  reverend 
father,  to  one  who  hath  been  but  few  months  married  ; 
but  since  I  must  put  them  from  my  roof,  it  were  but  like 
a  father  to  provide  them  with  suitable  matches.  Where- 
fore, I  will  part  with  my  pride  to  tlie  noble  Canons  of  tlie 
Church — ^my  luxury,  as  thou  call'st  it,  to  the  Monks  of  the 
rule— and  my  blood-thirstiness  to  the  Knights  of  the 
Temple." 

**  O,  heart  of  steel,  and  hand  of  iron,"  said  the  tin^ 
chorct — **  upon  whom  example,  as  well  as  advice,  is 
alike  thrown  away  ! — ^Yet  shalt  thou  be  spared  for  a 
season,  in  case  it  so  be  thou  should'st  turn  and  do  that 
which  is  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  Heaven. — For  me,  I 
must  return  to  my  place. — Kyrie  Eleison  !— I  am  he 
through  whom  the  rays  of  heavenly  grace  dart  like  those 
of  the  sun  through  a  burning  glass,  conceivXt^Vvcv^^^ta 
on  other  oYnectSf  until  they  kindle  and  bVaxe^  viXv^e  ^^ 
£;Ias9  itself  remaioM    cold   and    umnftueucediv— ^^"^^^ 
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Eleison  ! — t)ic  poor  must  be  called,  for  llie  rich  hm 
refused  tlie  banquet — Kyrie  Eleison  !" 

So  saying,  be  burst  from  the  tent,  uttering  loud  cries. 

"  A  mad  priest ! — "  said  Ricbard,  from  whose  niiad 
tbe  frantic  e?cclainalians  of  the  hermit  had  partly  oblite- 
rated the  impression  produced  by  the  detail  of  liis  per- 
sonal history  anil  misfortunes.  "  After  liim,  De  Vaus, 
and  sec  he  comes  to  no  harm  ;  for,  crusaders  as  vc  are, 
a  juggler  baili  more  reverence  amongst  our  varicis  tbu 
a  priest  or  a  saiitt,  and  tliey  may,  perchance,  put  some 
scorn  upon  hi  in." 

The  knight  obeyed,  and  Richard  presently  gave  way 
to  the  tbougiils  which  the  tvild  prophecy  of  tlie  moi^ 
had  inspired. — "  To  die  early — witliout  lineage — uitlwut 
lamentation  ? — a  hcnvy  sentence,  and  well  Umt  it  is  not 
passed  by  a  more  competent  judg;e.  Yet  the  Saracens, 
who  are  accomplislied  in  mystical  knowledge,  will  often 
maintain,  that  He,  in  nbose  eyes  the  wisdom  of  ihc  fage 
is  but  as  folly,  inspires  wisdom  and  prophecy  into  die 
seeming  folly  of  the  madman.  Yonder  Jierniii  is  said 
to  read  the  siars  too,  an  art  generally  practised  in  these 
lands  ;  where  llie  heavenly  host  was  of  yore  the  objc-ci 
of  idolatry.  I  would  1  had  asked  him  toueliaig  llie  toss 
of  my  banner  ;  for  not  the  blessed  Tishbite,  llie  founder 
of  bis  order,  could  seem  more  nildly  wrapt  out  of  liim- 
self,  or  speak  with  a  tongue  more  resembling  that  of  i 
prophet. — How  now,  De  Vaux,  what  news  of  ilie  road 

"  Mad  priest,  call  you  liim,  my  lord  r"  answered  De 
VauT.  "  Methinks  he  resembles  more  llic  blessed  Bap- 
tist himself,  just  issued  from  the  wilderness.  He  has 
placed  himself  on  one  of  the  military  engines,  and  from 
thence  he  preaches  to  ihe  soldiers,  as  never  man  preach- 
ed since  the  time  of  Pcler  the  Hermit.  The  camp, 
alarmed  by  his  cries,  crowd  around  blm  in  thousands; 
and  breaking  off  every  now  and  then  from  the  main 
thread  of  his  discourse,  be  addresses  ilic  several  nalioiu^ 
each  in  llictt  ov>n  Wigu&^e,  lu^^  ^^^kik.^  m.^*^  ■eu.fi  tha 
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arguments  best  qualified  to  ut^e  them  to  perseveroocs 
in  the  delivery  of  Palestine." 

"  By  this  light,  a  noble  hermit  ["  said  King  Richard. 
"  But  what  else  could  come  from  the  blood  of  Godfrey  I 
He  dci^pair  ol  safety,  because  he  bath  io  fonner  days 
lived  pitr  nirioura9  I  will  bave  ibe  Pope  send  him  an 
ampli!  remission,  and  I  would  not  less  willingly  be  inter- 
cessor bad  his  belle  nmie  been  an  abbess." 

As  be  spoke,  the  Archbishop  of  Tyre  craved  audience, 
for  tliG  purpose  of  requesting  Richard's  attendance, 
should  bis  health  permit,  ou  a  secret  conclave  of  tha 
chiefs  of  the  crusade,  and  to  explain  to  him  the  military 
and  political  incidents  which  had  occurred  during  hu 
illness. 


CHAPTER  XIX, 

Mm  wc  iben  dvalhe  txir  tlill  viclanaai  ntord ; 
"nirn  back  nur  IbrK'HnI  Xqi,  whUh  ever  ind 
CV«r  fcnhcn'i  iwrlu  Ihc  onward  pMh  of  glor)' ; 
UnrlKSp  Ibe  mail,  nhirh  wiih  a  Kitcmn  vow, 
In  Gocl*l  cwn  hou»c.  wr  liung  upnn  our  shoulden ; 

Whkh  villngn  nunci  maLc  lo  Mill  iheir  childnin, 

And  ■Act  lliiiik  no  more  of  I 

Tilt  CrtuDdr,  a  Ttvsfly. 

The  Archbishop  of  Tjre  was  an  emissary  well  chosen 
to  communicate  to  Richard  tidings,  which  from  another 
voice  the  lion-hearted  King  would  not  have  brooked  to 
hear,  without  the  most  unbounded  explosions  of  resent- 
ment. Even  tliis  sagacious  and  reverend  prolate  found 
dilTicnlly  in  inducing  biin  to  listen  to  news,  wjiicb  dealro^ 
ed  all  his  hopes  of  gaining  back  the  Holy  Sc^viV'tt's^ 
by  force  of  arms,  and  acquiring  llie  rel^o^vn,  w\i\v\\ 'JMa 
universal  all-bail  of  C/iristendom  was  icad^  \0  CQ«S« 
epoa  him,  as  ibe  champioa  of  the  Cross. 
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But,  by  the  Arclibishop's  report,  it  appeared  that  Sal* 
adin  was  assembling  all  the  fori-e  of  bis  hundred  tribes, 
and  that  tlie  monarchs  of  Europe  already  disgusted 
from   various  moiives  nilb  the  expedition,    which  had 

{iroved  so  liazardous,  and  nas  daily  growing  more  so, 
lad  resolved  to  abandon  ibeir  purpose.  In  this  tbej 
were  cotiineiianced  by  the  einniplc  of  Philip  of  France, 
wlio,  with  many  protestations  of  regard,  and  assurances 
that  he  would  first  see  his  brother  of  England  in  safely, 
declared  his  intention  to  return  to  Europe.  His  gmt 
vassnl,  tlic  Earl  of  Champagne,  had  adopted  the  saise 
resolution  ;  and  it  could  not  excite  surprise,  that  Leopold 
of  Auslrin,  afTronted  as  he  had  been  by  Richard,  was  gbd 
to  embrace  an  opportunity  of  deserting  a  cause,  in  which 
his  haughty  opponent  was  to  Ih;  considered  as  chieL 
Others  announced  the  sume  purpose  ;  so  that  it  wu 
-  plain  that  the  King  of  Ergland  was  to  be  left,  if  be 
chose  to  roMinii),  siijiported  only  by  such  volunteers  u 
might,  under  such  depressing  circumstances,  join  ihem- 
seUes  to  the  Engli>ih  army  ;  and  by  the  douhiful  aid  el 
Conradc  of  Monlserrat,  and  the  military  orders  of  tbt 
Tcmpip,  mid  of  Saint  John,  who,  though  they  n-ere  swon 
to  wage  bnltle  against  the  Saracens,  were  at  least  equaljf 
jealous  of  any  European  monarch  achieving  the  cod- 
quest  of  Palestine,  where,  with  short-sighted  and  sel&t 
policy,  they  pro)X)sed  to  establish  independent  dominion 
of  their  own. 

It  needed  not  many  argiiments  to  show  Richard  the 
(nith  of  his  situation ;  and,  indeed,  after  his  first  burft  oT 
passion,  he  sat  him  calmly  dottn,  and  with  gloomy  look), 
head  depressed,  and  arms  folded  on  his  bosom,  listened 
to  the  Archbishop's  reasoning  on  the  impossibility  of  bij 
carrying  on  the  crusade  when  deserted  by  his  conipaa- 
ions.  Nay,  he  forbore  interruption,  even  when  dit 
prelate  ventured,  in  measured  terms, to  hint  that  RichanTf 
own  im])ctuo.'iiy  had  been  one  main  cause  of  disgustioi 
tJie  princes  with  the  expedition. 

"  Cottjileor — ^  a^x^Netci  "ftA^KW^, -sVife,  vdfij^ted 
look,  and  soitielUmj  ot  u  TO^JantWcj  m^  -»  ^Xua^&K^  » 
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reverend  failicr,  tliat  I  ought  on  some  accounts  to  sing 
evipa  mea.  But  is  it  not  hard  that  my  frailties  of  temper 
should  be  visited  with  such  a  penance,  that,  for  a  burst 
or  two  of  natural  passion,  I  sliould  be  doomed  to  see  fade 
before  me  unfathered  such  a  rich  harvest  of  glory  to 
God,  and  honour  to  chivalry  ? — But  it  shall  not  fade.— 
By  tlie  soul  of  tlie  Conqueror,  I  will  plant  tlie  Cross 
on  the  toners  of  Jerusalem,  or  it  shall  be  planted  orer 
Richnrd's  grave !" 

"  Thou  moysl  do  it,"  said  the  prelate,  "  yet  not 
anotlier  drop  of  Christian  blood  be  shed  in  the  quarrel." 

"  Ah,  you  speak  of  compromise,  lord  prelate— but  the 
blood  of  the  infidel  hounds  must  also  cease  to  flow,"  said 
Richard. 

"  There  will  be  glory  enough,"  replied  the  Archbish- 
op, "  in  having  extorted  from  Saladin,  by  force  of  arms, 
Und  by  tlie  respect  inspired  by  your  fame,  such  condi- 
tions, as  may  at  once  restore  tlie  Holy  Sepulchre,  open 
the  Holy  Land  to  pilgrims,  secure  their  safety  by  strong 
fortresses,  and,  stronger  than  all,  assure  the  safety  of  the 
Holy  City,  by  conferring  on  Richard  tlie  title  of  King 
Guardian  of  Jerusalem." 

"How!"  said  Richard,  his  eyes  sparkling  with  unusual 
tight — "  I — I — I  the  King  Guardian  of  the  Holy  City  ! 
Victory  itself,  but  tliat  it  w  victory,  could  not  guin  more 
— «carce  so  much,  when  won  with  unwilling  and  dis- 
united forces. — But  Saladin  still  proposes  to  retain  bis 
iolei^st  in  tbe  Holy  Land  ?" 

"  As  a  joint  sovereign,  the  sworn  ally,"  replied  the 
prelate,  "  of  the  mighty  Richard — his  relative — if  it 
may  he  permitted — by  marriage." 

**  By  marriage  \"  said  Richard,  surprised,  yet  less  so 
tlian  the  prelate  had  expected.  "  Ha  ! — Ay — Edith 
Planla^enet.  Did  I  dream  this  ? — or  did  some  one  tell 
me  ?  My  head  is  still  weak  from  this  fever,  and  has 
been  agitated — Was  it  the  Scot,  or  the  Hakim,  or  yon- 
der holy  hermit,  that  hinted  such  a  wild  bar^SLin  V 
SO    TOL.  a. 
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"  Tlio  licrniil  of  Engaddi,  most  likely,"  Eud  thi 
Arclibisliop  ;  "  for  he  liatli  tailed  much  in  lliis  mitut; 
and  since  tlie  discontent  nf  the  princes  has  bectitne  ■»• 
psrent,  and  a  separation  of  their  forces  unavtHdable,  u 
linlh  had  many  consiihationB,  both  with  Cliristian  ud 
Pagan,  for  arranging  such  a  pacification,  as  may  gin  ta 
Chrisiendoni,  at  least  in  part,  tlie  objects  of  thii  bolf 
warfare." 

"  Aly  kinswoman  to  an  infidel — lla  !"  ezclaimed 
Richard,  as  his  eyes  began  to  sparkle. 

'Jl  e  prelate  liaslcncti  to  avert  his  ttTalh. 

"  the  Pope's  consent  must  doubtless  be  first  attaimd, 
and  (lie  holy  hermit,  nho  is  well  known  at  Rome,  «il 
treat  niih  the  holy  Father." 

"  How :— ~»itliout  our  consent  first  givcD  f"  said  ihs 
Ki„s. 

"  Surely  no,"  said  the  Bishop,  in  a  quieting  and  inw 
uatiiig  tone  of  voice ;  "  only  wiili  and  under  your  espe- 
cial sanction." 

"  My  sanction  to  marry  my  kinswoman  to  an  infidel .'" 
said  Richard  ;  yet  he  spoke  rather  in  a  tone  of  doubt 
than  as  distinctly  rcproljBtiiig  the  measure  proposed. 
"  C'ouhl  I  have  dreamed  of  sui.'h  a  composition  when  I 
lenpcd  upon  the  Syrian  shore  from  the  prow  of  my  galley, 
even  as  a  lion  springs  on  his  prey  ! — And  now — Bat 
proceed — I  will  hear  with  patience." 

Equally  dcii|!;hted  and  surprised  to  find  his  task  » 
much  easier  than  he  had  apprehended,  the  Arrlibisbop 
haslened  to  puitr  forth  before  Richard  the  instances  m 
such  nlliaticcs  in  Spain — not  widiout  countenance  fran 
the  Holy  See — tlie  incalculable  advantages  which  aS 
Christendom  would  derive  from  the  union  of  Richard  a«! 
Saladin,  by  a  bond  so  sacred  ;  and,  above  all,  he  spoka 
with  ereat  vehemence  and  unction  on  the  probability  tfait 
Saladin  would,  in  case  -jf  the  proposed  alliance,  exchange 
his  false  faith  for  ilie  true  one. 

"  Haih  the  Soldan  shown  any  disposidon  to  becoiM 
Christian  ?"   said  K\c\\Mi  •,  "  A  w>,  >^\t  K™^  lim  ml  I 
on  eailh  to  wViotft  \vsoM\i  t^aav  ^to»\aB&.  A  VSaww^.V 
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man,  tj,  or  sister,  sooner  than  to  my  noble  Saladin — 
ay,  tliough  the  one  came  to  lay  crown  and  sceptre  at  her 
feel;,  and  the  other  had  nothing  to  offer  but  his  good 
sword  and  better  heart." 

'*  Saladin  hath  heard  our  Christian  teachers,"  said  the 
Bishop,  somewhat  evasively, — "  my  unworthy  self — and 
otiiers— and  as  he  listens  with  patience,  and  replies  with 
calmness,  it  can  hardly  be  but  that  he  be  snatched  as 
a  brand  from  the  burning.  Magna  est  Veritas^  et  pre* 
malebit.  Moreover,  the  hermit  of  Engaddi,  few  of  whose 
words  have  fallen  fruitless  to  the  ground,  is  possessed 
fully  with  tlie  belief  tliat  tliere  is  a  calling  of  the  Sara- 
cens and  the  otlier  heathen  approaching,  to  which  this 
marriage  shall  be  matter  of  induction.  He  readetli  tlie 
course  of  tlie  stars ;  and  dwelling,  with  maceration  of 
the  flesh,  in  tliose  divine  places  which  the  saints  have 
trodden  of  old,  the  spirit  of  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  the  foun- 
der of  his  blessed  order,  hath  been  with  him  as  it  was 
with  the  prophet  Elisha,thesonof  Shaphat,  when  he 
spread  his  mantle  over  him." 

King  Richard  listened  to  the  Prelate's  reasoning  with 
a  downcast  brow  and  a  troubled  look. 

"  I  cannot  tell,"  he  said,  "  how  it  is  with  me  ;  but 
Diethinks  these  cold  counsels  of  the  princes  of  Christen- 
dom have  infected  me  too  with  a  lethargy  of  spirit.  The 
time  hath  been,  that,  had  a  layman  proposed  such  alliance 
to  me,  I  had  struck  him  to  earth — if  a  churchman,  I  had 
spit  at  him  as  a  renegade  and  priest  of  Baal — yet  now 
this  counsel  sounds  not  so  strange  in  mine  ear ;  for  why 
should  I  not  seek  for  brotherhood  and  alliance  with  a 
Saracen,  brave,  just,  generous, — who  loves  and  honours 
a  worthy  foe,  as  if  he  were  a  friend, — whilst  the  princes 
of  Christendom  slirink  from  the  side  of  their  allies,  and 
forsake  the  cause  of  Heaven  and  good  knighthood  f — > 
But  1  will  possess  my  patience  ;  and  will  not  think  of 
them.  Only  one  attempt  will  I  make  to  keep  this  gal- 
lant brotherhood  together,  if  it  be  possible  ;  and  if  I  fa^lU 
Lord  ArchbiAop,  we  will  speak  togelVier  ot  ^Xy;  co>5.\v^^^ 
whkb,  as  now,  I  neither  accept  nor  aUo^e^^t  w^^^^'* 
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Wead  ne  to  the  cntincll,  my  lord — ilie  bour  calls  n 
Tbou  say'st  Richard  is  liiisiy  und  jiroud — ilioii  ebalt 
bim  huintilu  biinsdf  likt'    llie   lowly  brooin-pUnt, 
ubich  he  derives  his  sumainc." 

With  tiie  assistRDce  of  iliose  of  his  privy  chamber,  the 
King  ihcn  liHStily  robed  himself  in  e  doublet  aud  utanll* 
of  a  dnrk  and  uidforin  colour ;  and  without  any  mark  of 
regal  dignity,  excepting  a  ring  of  gold  u])on  his  bead, ' 
hastened  with  tlie  Archbishop  of  Tyre,  la  attetiil 
Council,  which  waited  but  his  presence  to 
its  silting. 

The  pavilion  of  t!ie  Council  wasan  ample  lent,  ha»it 
before  it  ihe  large   Banner  of  tJie  Cross  displayed, 
anollicr,  on  which  was  portniyed  a  female  kneeling, 
dishevelled  hair  and  disordered  dress,  meant  to  repi 
the  desolate  and  distressed  Church  of  Jerusalem, 
bearing  the  motto,  Jifflxeta  tponsa  ne  ohUvUtarit.    Wl 
ders,  carefully  selected,  kept  every  one  at  a  distance 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  tent,  lest  the  debates,  irfaii 
were  sometimes  of  a  loud  and  stormy  character, 
reach  other  ears  than  those  they  were  designed  for. 

Here,  thoroforc,  the  Princes  of  the  Crusade  wei* 
aembled,  awaiting  Richard's  arrival ;  and  evon  llie 
delay  which  was  thus  inier[]osed,  was  turned  lo  hi« 
vantage  by  his  enemies  ;  various  instances  beingciro  _ 
of  bis  pride,  and  undue  assumptioaofsiiperlorityioralMl 
even  ihe  necessity  of  the  present  short  pause  wu  qucNI 
as  an  instance.  Men  strove  to  fonify  each  other  in  itwT 
evil  opinion  of  (he  Kin^  of  England,  and  vindicated  ibe 
oflenco  which  each  had  taken,  by  putting  the  nioil  setwe 
construction  upon  circutnstnnces  the  most  trifling  ;  and  lA 
this,  perhaps,  because  iliey  were  cooscious  of  an  ifUUW- 
live  reverence  for  the  heroic  mooarcb,  which  it  tn»U 
require  more  than  ordinary  clTorts  lo  overcome. 

They  had  seltled  accordingly,  dial  tbcy  should  lecciM 
bim  on  his  entrance  with  slight  notice,  and  no  more  1^ 
spect  than  was  cx9.cily  necessary  to   keep  wiiliin  di 
ids  of  coU\  c.fttem«m»\.    %v!,\<n\«s%'^-^  Vyn^Mldlbil 
form,  ibai  ■pmctA'j  tovn\\eftw«»,  wivwiVwa.  i(ii^ 

i 
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from  his  late  illness — the  eye  which  had  been  called 
by  minstrek  the  bright  star  of  battle  and  victory^- 
wheD  his  feats,  almost  surpassing  human  strength  and 
▼alour,  rushed  on  their  recollection,  the  Council  of 
Princes  simultaneously  arose — even  the  jealous  King 
of  France,  and  the  sullen  and  offended  Duke  of  Aus- 
tria, arose  with  one  consent,  and  the  assembled  princes 
burst  forti)  with  one  voice  in  the  acclamation,  '*  God 
save  King  Richard  of  England  } — Long  life  to  the  valiant 
Lion's-heart !" 

With  a  countenance  frank  and  open  as  the  summer  sun 
when  it  rises,  Richard  distributed  his  thanks  around,  and 
congratulated  himself  on  being  once  more  among  his 
royal  brethren  of  the  cnisades. 

**  Some  brief  words  he  desired  to  say,"  such  was  his 
address  to  the  assembly,  *'  though  on  a  subject  so  un- 
worthy as  himself,  even  at  the  risk  of  delaying  for  a  few 
minutes  their  consultations  for  the  weal  of  Christendom, 
and  advancement  of  their  holy  enterprize." 

The  assembled  princes  resumed  their  seats,  and  there 
was  a  profound  silence. 

**  This  day,"  continued  the  King  of  England,  '*  is  a 
high  festival  of  the  Church  ;  and  well  becpmes  it  Chris- 
tian men,  at  such  a  tide,  to  reconcile  tliemselves  with 
fheir  brethren,  and  confess  their  faults  to  each  other. 
Noble  princes,  and  fathers  of  this  holy  expedition,  Rich- 
ard is  a  soldier — his  hand  is  ever  readier  than  his  tongue 
^-and  his  tongue  is  but  too  much  used  to  the  rough 
language  of  his  trade.  But  do  not,  for  Plantagenet's 
hasty  speeches  and  ill-considered  actions,  forsake  tlie 
noble  cause  of  the  redemption  of  Palestine — do  not  throw 
away  earthly  renown  and  eternal  salvation,  to  be  won 
here  if  ever  they  can  be  won  by  man,  because  tlie  act 
of  a  soldier  may  have  been  hasty,  and  his  speech  as  hard 
as  the  iron  which  he  has  worn  from  childhood.  Is 
Richard  in  default  to  any  of  you,  Rk^hard  will  make 
compensation  both  by  word  and  action. — Noble  brother 
of  France^  have  J  been  so  unlucky  as  \o  o%<e.tA  ^q>^'^*'^ 

M*     VOL.  lU 
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"  The  Majesly  of  Frauce  lias  no  auwpmcnt  to  s 

from  that  of  England,"  answered  Pliilip,  with  ktoglf  d 

luty,  accepting  al  the  same  time  ilie  ofTered  baad  of  R' 

'  ami  wlialever  opinion  I  niay  adopt  c< 

B  prosecution  of  this  eiiterprize,  will  depend  o 

t  of  tlie  elate  of  my  own  kingdom,  cettaii 
K  no  Jealousy  or  difigusl  at  my  royal  and  most  v 

i»"  Austria,"  said  Richa.  J,  wplking  up  to  the  Arch-I 
re  of  frankness  and  dignity,  while  I^ope 
e  from  his  sent,  as  if  involuntarily,  and  with  tlie  a 
i  an  automaton,  whose  motions  dtpende-i  upon  a 
'  temal  impulse, — "  Austria  thinks  lie  liath  reason  U 
■efiMiHeil  willi  Rn^land  ;  Eni^land  that  lie  hath  caui 
rompliiin  of  Ausliia.  l^et  them  exchange  forgivoi 
that  tlio  peace  of  Europe,  and  dm  conrord  of  this  JH 
may  remain  unbroken.  We  arc  now  joint  suppartand 
lore  glorious  banner  tlian  ever  blazed  before  ai 

e,  even  the  ilaimer  of  Solvation — let  not,  there 
ife  bo  botivist  us,  for  the  symbol  of  our  more  \ 
dignities ;  but  let  Leojmld  restore  tJiO  pennon  of  j 
land,  if  ho  has  it  in  his  pon'or,  and  Kirhard  will  I 
though  from  no  motive  save  his  love  for  Holy  C'bi 
that  he  repents  him  of  the  hasty  mood  in  which  1m  A 
insult  [lie  standard  of  Austria." 

The  Arch-Duke  Mood  still,  sulli-n  and  discoi 
witli  his  eyes  hxed  on  the  floor,  and   his  couDtH 
torrering  nitii  smothered  displeasure,  which  awe,  iiuB| 
^^'  awkwardness,  prevented  his  giving  v< 

'tie  Halriarch  of  Jerusalem  hastt-ned  to  break  ibe.^ 
■assins;  silence,  and  to  hear  witness  for  the  A 
oF  Austria,  that  he  had  exculpated  himself,  b_ 
oath,  from  ail  knowledge,  direct  or  indirvci,  < 
gression  done  lo  the  Banner  of  England.  _ 

"  Then  no  have  done  tlie  iioblu  Arch-Dtiktj  the  $ 
wrong,"  said   Richard  ;  "  and  ciaring  his  paniia  I 
impuliiic;  to  him  an  o«ua%'B  so  cowardly,  nc  cxtc  ' 
H^  to  bim  in  toV.en  oi  Ttntc««&  i;>eMB«.u  * 
^M  is  Ulis  ?      AusuW  te^uwa  « 
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merly  rerused  oor  msiled  glove?  What !  are  we 
!r  to  be  bis  male  in  peace,  nor  his  anugoniat  in  war  t 
let  it  be  so.  We  will  uke  the.  slight  esteem  in 
J  he  holds  us,  as  a  penance  for  aught  which  we  may 
done  against  liim  in  heat  of  blood,  and  will,  there- 
hold  the  account  between  us  cleared." 
saying,  he  turned  from  the  Arcb-Dulce  with  an 
her  of  dignity  than  snom,  leaving  the  Austrian  ap- 
tly as  much  relieved  by  tlie  removal  of  bis  eye, 
I  sullen  and  truant  scliool-boy  when  (he  glance  of 
vcre  pedagogue  is  wiibdi-awn. 
foble  Karl  of  Chnmpagnc-^princely  Marquis  of 
<eiTat — valiant  Grand  Alaster  of  tJie  TempUrs^-I 
-re  a  penitent  in  the  confessional — Do  any  of  you 
a  charge,  or  claim  amends  from  mc  i"' 
know  not  on  what  wu  could  ground  any,"  said  the 
li-tongued  Conmde,  "  unless  it  were  that  tlie  King 
gland  carries  otf  from  his  poor  brollicrs  of  the  war 
:  fame  wliicli  they  miglil  bave  hoped  to  gain  in  the 
ilion." 

ly  charge,  if  I  am  called  on  to  make  one,"  said 
aster  of  (be  Tcmpiiirs,  "  is  graver  and  deeper  than 
r  the  Marquis  of  Motitserrat.  It  may  be  tliou^it 
>eseera  a  military  monk  surb  as  1,  to  raise  liis  voics 
so  many  noble  jiriiicus  remain  silent ;  but  it  concerns 
liole  host,  and  not  least  this  noble  King  of  England, 
le  should  hear  from  some  one  to  liis  face  those 
!S,  which  there  are  enow  to  bring  against  him  in 
sence.  We  laud  and  honour  the  courage  and  high 
'emems  nf  tiie  King  of  England,  but  we  feel  aggriev- 
it  be  should,  on  all  occiisiuns,  seize  and  maintain  & 
lence  and  superiority  over  us,  which  it  becomes  not 
mdent  princes  to  submit  to.  Much  we  might  yield 
free  will  to  his  bravery,  his  zeal,  bis  wealth,  and 
wer  ;  hut  he  who  snatches  all  as  matter  of  right, 
taves  nothing  to  grant  out  of  courtesy  and  favour, 
les  us  from  allies  into  retainers  and  vassals,  and 
,  in  the  eyes  of  our  soldiers  and  subjetXa, 'iie  \^iata% 
autboiity,  which  is  no  longer  mdepeftiens^lj  c'^'ex- 
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cised.  Since  the  royal  Richard  has  ssked  thetnilh  baa 
as,  he  must  neither  be  surpriied  dot  angry  when  fae 
liears  one,  to  whom  worldly  pomp  is  prohibited,  ud 
secular  autliority  is  nothing,  saving  so  far  as  it  advinco 
the  prosperity  of  God's  Temple,  and  the  prostiatioa  of 
the  lion  whicli  goeth  about  seeking  whom  he  may  derour 
—when  he  hears,  I  say,  such  a  one  as  1  tell  him  the 
truth  in  reply  to  his  question  ;  which  truth,  eveo  while  1 
speak  it,  is,  1  know,  confirraed  by  the  heart  of  erny 
one  who  hears  me,  however  respect  mny  stifle  tbdr 
voices." 

Richard  coloured  very  highly  while  the  Grand  Master 
was  making  this  direct  and  unvarnished  attack  upon  Im 
conduct,  and  ibc  murmur  of  assent  which  followed  it 
showed  plainly,  that  almost  ail  who  were  present  acqni- 
e^ced  in  tlie  justice  of  (he  accusation.  Incensed,  ud 
at  the  same  time  mortified,  he  yet  foresaw  that  to  eive 
way  to  his  headlong  resentment,  would  be  to  give  the 
cold  and  wary  accuser  the  advantage  over  him  which  il 
was  die  Templar's  principle  object  to  obtain.  He,  tliere- 
forc,  with  a  strong  effort,  remained  silent  till  he  had  n- 
peated  h  pater  nostcr,  being  the  course  which  iiis  coo- 
fessor  had  enjoined  him  to  pursue,  when  ange.  likelf 

to  obtain  dominion  over  him.  Tho  King  ii  spoke 
with  composure,  though  not  witliout  an  embiite  'one, 
especially  at  the  outset. 

"  Anil  is  it  even   so  .''     And  are  our  brethren  'ch 

pains  to  note  tlic  infirmities  of  our  natural  tempi        id 
the  rough  preripilTinceof  our  zeal,  which  may  somt        I 
have  urged  us  to  issue  commands  when  there  was 
time  to  hold  council  ?     I  could  not  have  thought 
offences,  casual  and  unpreme dilated  like  mine,  coidd  1 
such  deep  root  in  the  hearts  of  my  allies   in  this  oa 
holy  cause,  that  for  my  sake  they  should  withdraw  tl» 
hand  from  the  plough  when  the  furrow  was  near  the  end. 
for  my  sake  turn  aside  from  the  direct  path  to  JerusaJeai, 
which  their  swords  have  opened.     I  vainly  thought  tbtf  I 
my  sma^\  serAces  m\^\.\\iKJfe  wxtw^^^ve^  m^  rash 
^that  if  il  w«e  teo.\ewiieKi4'i>«.^V*wK&.' 


■icrusHjem, 
lOUght  tbtf  I 
rash  errail 
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in  an  assault,  it  would  not  be  forgotten  that  I  was  ever 
the  last  in  the  retreat — tliat,  if  I  elevated  my  banner 
upon  conquered  fields  of  battle,  it  was  all  tlie  advantage 
that  I  sought,  while  others  were  dividing  die  spoil.  I 
may  have  called  the  conquered  city  by  my  name,  but  it 
was  to  others  that  I  yielded  the  dominion.  If  I  have 
been  headstrong  in  urging  bold  counsels,  1  have  not,  me- 
thinks,  spared  my  own  blood  or  my  people's,  in  carrying 
tliem  into  as  bold  execution—  or  if  I  have,  in  the  hurry 
of  march  or  battle,  assumed  a  command  over  the  sol- 
diers of  others,  such  iiave  been  ever  treated  as  my  own, 
when  my  wealth  purchased  die  provisions  and  medicines 
which  their  own  sovereigns  could  not  procure.  But  it 
shames  me  to  remind  you  of  what  all  but  myself  seem 
to  have  forgotten. — Let  us  rather  look  forward  to  our 
future  measures  ;  and  believe  me,  brethren,"  he  con- 
tinued, his  face  kindhng  with  eagerness,  '*  you  shall  not 
find  the  pride,  or  the  wratli,  or  Uie  ambition  of  Richard, 
a  stumbling-block  of  ofTonce  in  the  path  to  which  religion 
and  glory  summon  you,  as  with  the  trumpet  of  an  Arch- 
angel. Oh,  no,  no  !  never  would  I  survive  the  thought, 
that  my  frailties  and  infirmities  had  been  die  means  to 
serer  tliis  goodly  fellowship  of  assembled  princes.  1 
would  cut  off  my  left  hand  with  my  right,  could  ray  doing 
•o  attest  my  sincerity.  I  will  yield  up,  voluntarily,  all 
right  to  command  in  the  host,  even  mine  own  liege  sub- 
jects. They  shall '  be  led  by  such  sovereigns  as  you 
may  nominate,  and  their  King,  ever  but  too  apt  to  ex- 
change the  leader^s  baton  for  the  adventurer's  lance, 
will  serve  under  the  banner  of  Beau-Seant  among  the 
Templars — ay,  or  under  that  of  Austria,  if  Austria  will 
name  a  brave  man  to  lead  his  forces.  Or,  if  ye  are 
yourselves  a-weary  of  this  war,  and  feel  your  armour 
chafe  your  tender  bodies,  leave  but  with  Richard  some 
len  or  fifteen  thousand  of  your  soldiers  to  work  out  die 
ifficomplishment  of  your  vow,  and  when  Zion  is  won,'* 
be  exclaimed,  waving  his  hand  aloft,  as  if  displaying 
the  Standard  of  liie  Cross  over  Jenisa\e\w — ^^  vsXvitiTitfs^ 
ir  woDg  we  wHl  write  upon  her  gaVc&  ivov  >\\ci  \v5lVcv^  ^ 
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Richard  Plantagenct,  but  of  those  generous  princes  wbn 
in*nisted  him  with  the  means  of  conquest  !" 

The  rough  eloquence  and  determined  expresnoo  of 
the  military  monarch,  at  once  roused  tlie  drooping  spirits 
of  the  crusaders,  reanimated  their  devotion,  and,  fixing 
their  attention  on  the  principal  object  of  the  expeditioo, 
made  most  of  them  who  were  present  blush  for  havin* 
been  moved  by  such  petty  subjects  of  complaint  as  had 
before  engrossed  them.  Eye  caught  fire  from  eye,  voice 
lent  courage  to  voice.  They  resumed,  as  with  one  sc- 
cord,  tlie  war-cry  with  which  the  sermon  of  Peter  die 
Hermit  was  echoed  back,  and  shouted  aloud,  '^  I>ead  us 
on,  gallant  Lion's-hcart — none  so  worthy  to  lead  where 
brave  men  follow.  Lead  us  on — to  Jerusalem — to  Je- 
nisalem  !  It  is  the  will  of  God — it  is  the  will  of  God ! 
Rlessed  is  he  who  shall  lend  an  arm  to  its  fulfilment." 

The  shout,  so  suddenly  and  generally  raised,  was 
heard  beyond  the  rins;  of  sentinels  who  guarded  the  pa- 
vilion of  Council,  and  spread  among  the  soldiers  of  the 
host,  who,  inactive  and  dispirited  by  disease  and  climate, 
had  begun,  like  their  leaders,  to  droop  in  resolution  ; 
but  the  re-appearance  of  Richard  in  renewed  vigour,  and 
the  well-known  shout  which  echoed  from  the  assembtv 

• 

of  the  princes,  at  once  rekindled  their  enthusiasm,  and 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  answered  with  the  same 
shout  of  "  Zion,  Zion  ! — War,  war ! — instant  battle  with 
tlie  infidels  !  It  is  the  will  of  God— il  is  the  will  of  God  !" 
The  acclamations  from  without  increased  in  their 
turn  the  enthusiasm  which  prevailed  within  the  )>aviIioD. 
Those  who  did  not  actually  catch  the  flame,  were  afraid, 
at  least  for  the  time,  to  seem  colder  than  others.  There 
was  no  more  speech  except  of  a  proud  advance  to^vards 
Jerusalem  upon  the  expiry  of  the  tnice,  and  the  measures 
to  be  taken  in  the  meantime  for  supplying  and  recruiting 
the  army.  The  council  broke  up,  all  apparently  filled 
with  tiio  same  enthusiastic  purpose,— which,  however, 
soon  faded  in  the  bosom  of  most,  and  never  had  an  ex- 
istence in  thai  o(  o\\i^t%* 
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Of  the  latter  class  were  the  Marquis  Conrade  and  the 
Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,  who  retired  together  to 
tlieir  quarters  ill  at  ease,  andmalecontent  witli  the  events 
of  the  day. 

**  I  ever  told  it  to  thee,"  said  tlie  latter,  with  the  cold 
sardonic  expression  peculiar  to  him,  <*  that  Richard 
would  burst  tJirough  the  flimsy  wiles  you  spread  for  hins 
as  would  a  lion  through  a  spider's  web.  Thou  seest 
be  has  but  to  speak,  and  his  breath  agitates  these  fickle 
fools  as  easily  as  the  wliirlwiud  catchell)  scattered  straws, 
and  sweeps  tliem  together,  or  disperses  them  at  its 
pleasure/' 

'*  When  tlie  blast  has  passed  away,"  said  Conrade, 
"  the  straws,  which  it  made  dance  to  its  pipe,  will  "settle  to 
earth  again." 

"  But  know'st  thou  not  besides,"  said  die  Templari 
"  that  it  seems,  if  this  new  purpose  of  conquest  shall 
be  abandoned  and  pass  away,  and  each  mighty  prince 
shall  again  be  left  to  such  guidance  as  his  own  scanty 
brain  can  supply,  Richard  may  yet  probably  become 
King  of  Jerusalem  by  compact,  and  establish  thpse  terms 
of  treaty  with  the  Soldan,  which  thou  thyself  thought'sC 
him  so  likely  to  spurn  at  ?" 

^*  Now,  by  Mahound  and  Termagaunt,  for  Christian 
oaths  are  out  of  fashion,"  said  Conrade,  '^  say'st  thoo 
the  proud  Kins  of  England  would  unite  his  blood  with 
a  heathen  Soldan  ? — Aly  policy  threw  in  that  ingredient 
to  make  the  whole  treaty  an  abomination  to  him.-— As 
bad  for  us  that  he  become  our  master  by  an  agreement^ 
as  by  victory." 

'*  Thy  policy  hath  ill  calculated  Richard's  digestion," 
answered  the  Templar ;  "  I  know  his  mind  by  a  whisper 
from  the  Archbishop.— And  then  thy  master-stroke  re-* 
specting  yonder  banner — ^it  has  passed  off  with  no  mora 
respect  than  two  cubits  of  embroidered  silk  merited. 
Marquis  Conrade,  thy  wit  begins  to  halt — I  will  trust  thy 
fine-spun  measures  no  longer,  but  will  try  my  own. 
Know'st  thou  not  the  people  whom  >\\e  ^%w^^w%  ^^ 
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•*  Surely,"  answered  the  Marquis ;  "  they  sre  des) 
rate  and  besotted  enthusiasts,  who  devote  their  Ut« 
the  advancement  of  religion — somewhat  like  Tempi 
— only  tliey  are  never  knonTi  to  pause  in  the  race  of  th 
calling." 

"  Jest  not,"  answered  ihe  scowljng  monk  ;  "  km 
that  one  of  these  men  has  set  doirn,  in  his  bioodj  n 
the  name  of  the  Island  Emperor  yonder,  to  be  he 
down  as  the  chief  enemy  of  tlie  Moslem  faiih." 

"  A  most  judicious  puynim,"  said  ConniHe.  "  M 
Mahomet  send  him  his  paradise  for  a  reward  !'* 

"  He  was  taken  in  lite  camp  by  one  of  our  sqiiir 
and,  in  private  e^iamination,  frankly  avowed  bis  fixed  a 
determined  purpose  to  nie ;"  said  the  Grand  Master. 

"  Now  the  heavens  pardon  them  who  prevented  < 
purpose  of  tliis  most  judicious  Charegite!"  ansnei 
Conrade. 

"  He  is  my  prisoner,"  added  the  Templar,  "  and 
eluded  from  specrh  with  others,  as  thou  may's!  lupp 
— ^ut  prisons  have  been  broken — " 

"  Chains  kft  unlocked,  and  captives  hare  csoaped- 
answered  the  Marquis.  "  It  is  an  ancient  sayiog, 
lure   dungeon  btit  the  grave." 

"  When  loose  he  resumes  his  quest" — continued  ; 
military  priest,  "  for  it  is  the  nature  of  this  sort  of  bloi 
hound  ncvertoquittheslotoftbe  prey  be  has  oncescenlei 

"  Say  no  mure  of  it,"  said  the  >Iart]uis  ;  *'  I  see  t 
policy — it  is  drvadful,  but  the  cmert^eney  is  immincn 

"  I  only  told  ilice  of  it,"  said  the  Templar,  "  that  Ih 
mayst  keep  thyself  on  thy  guard,  for  tlie  uproar  will 
dreadful,  and  tliere  is  no  knowing  on  whom  ibe  Eogli 
may  vcut  tbpir  rage — Ay,  and  tliere  is  another  risk — ( 
page  knows  the  couni'cls  of  tins  Charegite,"  he  continue 
"  anit  moreover,  he  is  a  pecvi.sh,  sclf-willed  fool,  whon 
wouli)  I  were  rid  of,  as  he  thwarts  mo  by  presuming 
sec  wiili  hi«  own  eyes,  not  mine,  Bui  our  holy  Onl 
gives  me  (Ktwer  to  put  a  remedy  to  swell  inconvenient 
Or  stay — ibe  Saracen  mwj  feiA  ».  ^s*A  &«?:j«.  vo.  Imi  c« 
and   I  wattanl  ■yoaVic  Mw»v\.iia\w\i^t*ASs««o.^'* 
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will  be  of  K  surety  so  soon  as  llie  page  enters  with  liis 
food." 

"  It  will  give  llio  afTiir  a  colour,"  said  Conrade ;  **  and 
yel— " 

*'  Ttt  and  but"  said  the  Teinplar,  "  arc  words  for 
fools — wise  niQii  neither  hesitate  nor  retract — dicy  resolve 
and  Uicy  execute." 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Whm  bruity  Icii'li  the  lioH  in  licrlolh, 

Such  nre  hat  charniK,  Ik  •ten-  nni  nim  Urn  mane. 

Fat  lou  eipniid  Ibc  lerror  of  hix  rnuja. 

8»  fTcal  AlriiU't  innik  Wn  rluh  n  tHitalT, 

Ami  ipoii  to  plciiKi:  fair  OinjAnlir. — AiKmynumi. 

Richard,  the  imsiispicious  object  of  (he  dark  treach- 
ery detailed  in  the  closing  port  of  tlie  last  chapter,  having 
emcied,  for  tlic  present  at  least,  ibe  trliunpliant  uiiiun  of 
'  tlie  crusading  princes,  in  a  rcsoluiioii  to  pro:>(.>ciitc  llio 
war  with  vigour,  had  il  next  at  heart  to  establish  tran- 
>qainit}'  in  his  oivn  rumily  j  and  now  thut  he  could  jndgc 
siDore  temperately,  lo  inquire  distinctly  into  the  circuin- 
■tances  leading  lo  ihc  loss  of  bis  banner,  niul  the  nature 
«ud  the  extent  nf  tlic  conncvion  bctivixt  his  kinswoman 
^£dilh|  and  the  banished  adventurer  from  Seolbiid. 
'  Accordingly,  the  Queen  and  her  household  were  slart- 
iled  with  a  visit  from  Sir  Tliomas  de  Vaux,  rc(|iicsting  tlie 
present  attendance  of  the  Lady  Culista  of  Afontfancon, 
the  Queen's  principal  bower-ivomau,  upon  King  Richard. 
"  What  am  I  to  say,  madam  ?"  said  the  trembling  at- 
endant  to  the  Queen.     "  He  will  slay  us  all." 

"  Nay,  fear  not,  madam,"  said  De  Vaux.  "  His 
4ajesty  hath  spared  the  life  of  the  Scottish  knight,  who 
►aa  llie  chief  offender,  and  bestowed  him  upon  the 
■Xoorish  physician — be  will'noi  be  severe  upon  a  lady, 
btoufjti  faulty." 

"  Devise  some  cunning  tale,  wench,"  said  B<;t«n^'*>a- 
St     for..  II- 
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*■  Mj  husband  hath  too  little  ihne  lo  make  iu 

the  truth." 

"  TeTl  the  tale  ai  it  reallj  happened,"  n 
"lest  I  tell  it  for  thee." 

"  With  humble  pemiasioti  of  her  majesty," 
Vflux,  "  I  would  Hy  Lady  Edith  adviseth 
ahhough  King  Richard  is  pleased  to  believe  wha 
your  Grace  to  tell  him,  yet  I  doubt  hia  haviDg 
deference  for  the  Lady  Calista,  and  in  thi 
matter." 

*'  The  Lord  of  Gilsland  is  right,"  said  the 
liata,  rniich  agitated  at  the  thoughts  of  the  in' 
which  was  to  take  place  ;  *<  and,  besides,  if  ) 
sence  of  mind  enough  to  forge  a  plausible  stor^ 
tnc  if  I  tliink  1  slioiild  have  tlie  courage  to  tel 

In  tills  candid  humour,  llie  Lady  Calista  wat 
ed  by  Dc  Vanx  to  the  King,  and  made,  a: 
proposed,  a  full  confesEton  of  the  decoy  by  ' 
tin  fortunate  Knight  of  the  Leopard  had  heen  i 
desert  his  post ;  exculpating  the  Lady  Edilh, 
was  aware,  would  not  fail  to  CKCuliiatc  he 
laying  the  full  burden  on  the  Queen  her  inistrt 
share  of  tlie  frolir,  she  well  knew,  would  : 
most  venial  in  the  eyes  of  Occur  dc  Iiion. 
Itichard  was  n  fond — almost  an  uxorious  hu&ba 
first  biu-st  of  his  wmlh  had  long  since  passed  : 
he  was  not  disposed  severely  to  censure  what 
HOW  be  amended.  The  wily  Lady  Calista,  at 
from  her  earliest  childhood  to  fnthom  the  iuir 
court,  and  watch  the  indications  of  a  sovcrt 
ImMened  back  to  the  Queen  with  the  speed  of  i 
cliarged  with  the  King's  commands  that  she  s 
jiecl  a  speedy  visit  from  him  ;  to  which  the  k 
added  a  commentary  founded  on  her  own  ob 
tending  to  show  ihat  Richard  meant  just  lo  pi 
much  severity  as  might  bring  his  royal  consort 
of  her  frolic,  and  then  tocMicnd  to  her,  and  all 
ed,  his  gracious  '^i&oft- 
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**  Sits  tha  vinil  in  that  cnrner,  trench  ?"  said  tlie 
Queen,  much  relieved  by  this  inlelligcnce  ;  "  believe 
me,  tiiat,  great  commander  ns  he  is,  Kichard  will  find  it 
hard  to  circumvent  us  in  iliis  matter ;  and  tiiat,  as  the 
Pyrenean  shepherds  are  wont  to  say  in  my  native  S'avarre, 
ininy  a  one  comes  for  wool,  and  goes  back  shorn." 

Htring  possessed  herself  of  all  ^e  iaformatlon  wltich 
CsUsta  could  communicate,  the  royal  Berengarin  arrayed 
benelf  in  her  most  becoming  dress,  and  awaited  ivilh 
confidence  the  arrival  of  the  heroic  Richard. 

He  arrived,  and  found  himself  in  the  situation  of  a 
prince  entering  an  offending  province,  in  the  confidence 
that  his  business  will  only  be  (p  inflict  rebuke,  and 
receive  submission,  when  he  unexpectedly  finds  it  in  a 
Mate  of  complete  defiance  and  insurrection.  Bcrenguria 
well  knew  the  power  of  her  chprms,  and  ihc  extent  of 
Richard's  affection,  and  felt  assured  that  siie  could  make 
faeroivntermsgood, now  that  the  first  tremendous  cxplo- 
■QO  of  his  anger  had  expended  itself  withunt  mischief. 
Far  from  listening  to  he  King's  imi'nilrid  rebuke,  asivhat 
tbfl  levity  of  her  conduct  had  justly  deserved,  she  cxten- 
Mted,  nay  defended,  os  a  liannless  frolic,  that  which  she 
ms  accused  of.  She  denied,  indeed,  with  many  a 
pretty  form  of  negation,  that  slic  had  directed  Nectiiba- 
Mis  absolutely  to  entice  the  knight  farther  than  the  brink 
%t  the  Mount  on  which  he  kept  wntch — and  indeed  tliis 
iras  90  far  true,  that  she  had  not  designed  Sir  Kenneth 
JO  be  introdured  into  her  tent, — and  then,  eloquent  in 
lining  her  own  defence,  the  Queen  was  far  more  so  in 
fressing  upon  Richard  the  charge  of  unkiniincss,  in  rc- 
iisng  her  so  poor  a  boon  as  tlie  life  of  an  unfortunate 
uiij^t;  who,  by  her  thoughtless  prank,  hod  been  brought 
inthio  the  danger  of  martial  law.  She  wept  and  sobbed 
while  she  entailed  on  her  husband's  obduracy  on  tliis 
leore,  as  a  rigour  which  had  threatened  to  tnake  her  nn- 
iappy  far  life,  whenever  she  should  refiect  that  she  had 
pren,  unthinkingly,  the  remote  cause  for  such  a  tragedy. 
The  vwoa  of  the  shugblered  victim  wou\dW)cVwi\xX»\ 
ty,  for  aught  sho  knew,  »\nte  avtcV  ■Ociv«l> 
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ol\cn  linppcnril,  his  nrtiial  spectre  mi^lit  have  stood  by    ' 
licr  waking  ^oiicli.     To  all  this  miser]'  of  ifae  miDd,  t» 
she  ex]>oscd  bj-  the  severity  of  one,  who,  irhile  be  pre- 
tended  (o  dole  upon  her  sliglitest  gUnre,  would  not  iorc^ 
tine  art  of  poor  revenge,  though  ilie  issue  vas  to  render    I 
lier  miserahle.  i 

All  this  flow  of  female  eloquence  was  accompanied  j 
with  the  usual  arguments  of  tears  and  sighs,  and  uitntd    { 
with  such  lone  and  action,  os  seemed  to  show  that  the 
Queen's  resentmcnl  arose  neither  from  prrdu  nor  suDc» 
nes3,  but  from  feelings  hurt  at  finding  her  ronseqtwim 
with  her  husband  less  than  she  had  expected  to  possess. 

nie  stood  King  Richard  was  considernhljr  embarrassed. 
He  tried  in  vaiii  lo  reason  with  one  nhose  vetj  jeakwfT  I 
of  his  alTeoiiou  rendered  her  incapable  of  listening  n  ] 
argunieDt,  nor  could  he  bnno;  himself  to  use  the  restraiat  i 
of  ntvful  authority  to  a  rreature  so  beautiful  in  ilie  midst 
of  her  tiiircnsonnblc  displeasure.  He  was,  thervfofe,  re- 
duced to  the  dcTt'iisive,  endeavoured  gently  to  chide  her 
tiuspicicns  and  soothe  her  displee  "irc,  and  recalled  hi 
her  mind  that  she  need  not  look  bark  upon  the  pastwitt 
ri'collrrlioiis  cither  of  remorse  or  supcrnaiural  fear,  sinn 
Sir  Keiinoth  was  alive  and  well,  and  had  been  faestoved 
by  liiin  upon  the  c;real  Arabian  physician,  u  lio,  doubtleji 
of  nil  nicii,  knew  Jicst  how  to  keep  him  living.  But  i» 
seemed  the  uukiiidest  cut  of  all,  and  the  Queen's  sonw 
was  renewed  at  the  idea  of  a  Saraceiv— a  mediciner^-ot 
lainini;  a  boon,  for  which,  with  bare  head  and  od  brad- 
ed  knee,  she  hail  petitioned  her  husband  in  vain.  At  tin 
new  chni-^c  Richard's  patience  began  rather  to  on 
way  ;  and  he  said  in  a  serious  tone  of  voice,  "  Bern- 
garia,  the  physician  saved  my  life.  If  it  is  of  ralncii 
your  eyes,  you  will  not  grudge  him  a  hii;licr  recompenct 
than  the  only  one  ]  couid  prevail  on  hiin  to  accept." 

The  Queen  was  satisfied  she  had  urged  her  coqtieitiA 
displeasure  to  ihc  verge  of  safely. 

"  My  Uiclwvd,"  slie  said,  "  why  brought  you  not  tbt 
sape  to  mc,  *\iaV  ¥,w^Wv\tf  a  Q.\\«it\i  vm^-^Cs^Vaw  sh 
esteemed  Uim,  wW  cwM  ^^nc  Sx«wv 'TKuawvwaa.  ^BK>aai^ 
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of  cUvalry,  the  glory  of  England,  and  the  light  of  poor 
'  JBerengaria's  life  and  hope  f " 

In  a  word,  the  rnairinionial  dispute  was  ended  ;  but| 
that  some  penalty  might  be  paid  to  justice,  both  King 
and  Queen  accorded  in  laying  the  whole  blaiue  on  the 
agent  Nectabanus,  wiio,  (the  Queen  being  by  this  time  well 
vreary  of  the  poor  dwarfs  humour)  fras,  with  his  royal  con- 
aort  Guenevta,  sentenced  to  be  ba^U^^d  from  tlie  court ; 
and  the  unlucky  dwarf  only  escaped  a  supplementary  whip- 
ping, from  the  Queen's  assurances  that  he  had  already 
Bostained  personal  chastisement.  It  was  decreed  far- 
ther, that  as  an  envoy  was  shortly  to  he  despatched  to 
Saladin,  acquainting  him  with  the  resolution  of  the  coun- 
cil to  resume  hostilities  so  soon  as  the  truce  was  ended, 
and  as  Richard  proposed  to  send  a  valuable  present  to 
iha  Soldan,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  high  benefit  he 
bad  derived  from  tlie  services  of  El  Hakim,  the  two 
unhappy  creatures  sliould  be  added  to  it  as  curiosities, 
which,  from  their  extremely  grotesque  ap|)earance,  and 
the  shattered  state  of  their  uitellect,  were  gifts  that  might 
well  pass  between  sovereign  and  sovereign. 

Richard  had  that  day  yet  another  female  encounter 
lo  sustain  ;  but  he  advanced  to  it  witii  comparative  in- 
difibrence,  for  Edith,  though  beautiful,  and  highly  esteem- 
ad  by  her  royal  relative — ^nay,  altliough  she  had  from  his 
unjust  suspicions  actually  sustained  the  injury  of  which 
Bercngaria  only  afFeetcd  to  complain,  still  was  neither 
Richard's  wife  nor  mistress,  and  lie  feared  hor  reproach- 
es less,  although  founded  in  reason,  than  those  of  tlie 
Queen,  thtiugh  unjust  and  fantastical.     Having  requested 
to  speak  with  her  apart,  he  was  ushered  into  her  apart- 
ment, adjoining  that  of  tlie  Queen^  whose  two  female 
Coptish  slaves  remained  on  their  knees  in  the  most  re- 
mote comer,  during  the  interview.       A  thin  black  veil 
extended  its  ample  folds  over  the  tall  and  graceful  fonii 
of     the     bigh-born  maiden,  and  site  wore  not  upon  her 
person  any  female  ornament  of  what  kind  soever.    She 
arose  and  luado  a  low  reverence  w\\en  YWcWx^  eviX^t^^ 
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resumed  her  aent  at  liia  cominnnd,  anil,  wbcn  he 
down  Lcsiile  Iter,  waitod,  wiiiiout  uiicrjng  >  ^ItaUe,  u 
lie  should  commiinicalc  Wis  |ilc!iiitirc. 

Ktcliard,   whose   oisioiu  it  iv3^  lo  be    faniititrv 
Edilll,  as  llieirrelaiiocisiiii)  auUiorized,  fell  this 
chilling,  antl  opened  the  conversntioa  wiiii  some 
nssmenl.  j 

"  Our  fuir  cotisinfP'lie  nt  length  said,  "  is  angtyw! 
{  and  vie  own  ifaul  strong  circumstances  havD  iodM 
witlioot  (.-ttUKc,  lo  stispect  her  of  conduct  alien  to  nl 
we   hnvc   evLT  kiinwii  ill  her  course  nftife.      Km  wb 
we  wiiJk  in  tliis  misty  viilk-y  of  Immunity,  inen  will  m 
lake  shadows  for  siihstuiices.       Can  my  fnJr  roasin  l 
vc  her  soincwhnl  vehemciit  kinsiiiRn,  Kichard  i" 
Who  cun  refuse  fur^iveuoss  to  JUieAard,"  aitstm 
ill),  "  providing  Ricimnl  can  obtain   nurdMi  uf  i 

'oinc,  my  kiniiwoQian,"  replied  CtEiir  thi  lii 
*'  this  is  nil  too  solemn.  Hy  Our  Lady,  hucIi  nmek 
chobr  counteuance,  nnd  Uiis  ample  sable  ir«t) 
mnkcnicn  thiak  lliou  wcita  netr-made  wtdmT,i)r ' 
a  betrotliuil  lover,  nt  least.  Cheer  up — iliou  liast  kt 
doubtless  that  there  is  no  real  cause  for  woe— why  I 
ItcepDp  the  form  of  inoiirniriii;  t"' 

"  For  ilic  dcpnrted  honour  of  Planttijcenet — fiir 
glory  which  hntli  left  my  father's  bouse." 

Rit-bard  fi-owned. — "  ncpnried  honour  !  gtanml 
baib  loft  our  hmise  !" — he  repented,  angrily  ;  **  W 
cousin  Editli  is  privileged.  1  have  judged  ber 
tily,  she  has  therefore  u  rigtrt  lo  deem  of  mo  tco 
Uul  tell  inc  at  least  in  what  1  have  faulted." 

"  Plnmnitenui,"  said  Edith,  "  sliould  Invc  ciUref  n 
doncd  an  nfTenc^e,  or  punished  it.  It  inisbecotne*  « 
to  assign  free  men.  Chrislians,  and  brave  l>oii;bts,  U  I 
fcilers  of  the  infidels.  It  becomes  him  not  lo  canw 
loise  and  burier,  or  to  srant  Hfe  under  tlic  farfeiluM 
liberty.     To  Iib\c  ilioiiird  die  uiifculunoin  lo  dctuli  p^ 

te  been  acvemy, 
in  him  to  s\'J.\i 
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**  I  sM,'tnjr  fair  cmiiin,"  aaid  Richard,  "you  are  of 
tliose  pretty  ones  who  think  on  absent  lover  as  bad  as 
none,  or  u  a  dead  one.  Be  patient ;  half  a  icore  of 
li{;fat  horaemcn  may  yet  follow  and  redeem  the  error, 
Kthy  gallant  have  in  keeping  any  secret  which  might  ren- 
der his  deuh  more  conrcnicnt  than  his  banisliment." 

**  Peace  with   thy   acurril  jests  !"   answered  Edith, 
colouring  deoply — "  Think  rather,  that,  for  the  indul- 
gence of  thy  mood,  tlmii  hast  lopped  from  this  great  en- 
terprise one  goodly  limb,  deprived  (he  Cross  of  one  of 
I     its  most  brave  supporters,  and  placed  a  servant  of  the 
I    troe  God  in  (he  hands  of  the  heathen  ;  hast  given,  too, 
I    to  miods  as  suspicious  as  ibou  hast  shown  thine  onu  in 
I    thia  matter,  some  right  to  say  tliat  Richard  Cieur  de 
f    Uon  banished  the  bravest  soldier  in  his  camp,  lest  Iiis 
p    tnaie  in  battle  might  match  his  own." 

••  I — I !"  exclaimed  Richard,  now  indeed  greatly 
J  mored— "  am  I  one  to  be  jealous  of  renown  ? — I  would 
f  be  were  here  to  profess  such  an  equality  1  I  would  ivave 
,  My  rank  and  my  crown,  nnd  meet  him',  monlike,  in  the 
^  liits,  that  it  might  appear  whether  Richard  Plantngcnot 
^  bad  room  to  fear  or  to  envy  the  prowess  of  mortal  man. 
IT  Cotne,  Edirh,  ihou  think'st  not  as  thou  say'gl.  Let  not 
Inger  or  grief  for  the  absence  of  (by  lover,  make  thee 
i  DDJust  to  thy  kinsman,  who,  notwithstanding  all  tliy 
letchinesB,  values  thy  good  rejiort  as  high  as  that  of  any 
r    one  living." 

*'  ^e  absence  of  my  lover  .^"  said  tlie  Lady  Edhh. 
**  Bot  yea— he  may  be  well  termed  my  lover,  who  hath 
paid  so  dear  for  die  title.  Unworthy  as  1  might  be  of 
Micb  homage,  I  was  to  him  like  a  light,  lea<ling  bira  for> 
ward  io  the  noble  path  of  chivalry ;  hut  llia(  I  forgot 
tnr  rank,  or  tliat  be  presumed  beyond  bis,  is  false,  were 
a  king  to  apeak  it." 

"  My  fair  cousin,"  said  Richard,  "  do  not  put  words 
ta  my  month  which  I  have  not  spoken.     I  said  not  you 
had  graced  this  man  beyond  the  favour  which  s  ^>od 
kn^it  may  ram,   even  from   a  pninceis,  viWwiet  ^)A 
haaalin  egadidoa.    But,  by  Our  IaA),  Wso'n  wjoai- 
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llijng  of  this  lore-gear — it  begins  with  mtoe  te^ct,  le 
distant  reverence  ;  but,  when  opportunities  occur,  ^il- 
iarity  increases,  and  so — But  it  skills  not  talkin|;  oiih  i 
wiio  lltinks  herself  wiser  ll>aii  all  the  irorld." 
'*  My  kinsman's  counsels  I  willingly   hnteu  to,  wIm 
f  are  such,"  said  Edllli,  "  as  convey  uo  iamk  to  Of  I 
It  and  character." 
p"  Kings,  my  fair  cousin,  do  not  counse],  but  r 

Dmaod,"  said  Richard. 

"  Soldnns  do  indeed  command,"  taid  £dilh,  ' 
W  because  they  have  slaves  to  govern." 

"  Come,  you  might  learn  lo  lay  aside  diis  scorn  of  S, 
danrie,  when  you  hold  so  liigli  of  a  Scot,"  said  the  Ki^ 
"  I  hold  Saladin  to  be  truer  lo  his  word  iliao  iliis  Will 
of  ScoJand,  who  must  needs  he  called  a  L-ion,  totta 
— ho  buih  foully  faulted  towards  me,  in  foiling  lo  i 
the  auxiliary  aid  be  promised.  Let  me  tell  ihoc,  F 
thou  may'st  hvc  to  prefer  a  true  Turk  to  a  false  S 

"  No— diever!"  answered  Ediih — "notsliould  ( 
ard  himself  embrace  the  false  religion,  which  he  f 
ilie  seas  to  expel  from  Palesliue." 

"  Thou  wih  have  the  last  word,"  said  Rict  _ 
lliou  shall  have  it.  Even  ihtnk  of  niu  tvbat  .| 
preiiy  Edith.  I  shall  not  forget  tlial  we  are  i 
dear  cousins." 

So  saying,  he  look  Itis  leave  ui  fair  fashioOt  bi|t*| 
Utile  satisfied  with  tlie  result  of  his  visit. 

It  was  the  fourth  day  after  Sir  Kenneth  had  be^2 
missed  from  the  camp ;  £uid  King  Richard  sat  in  \xaM 
vilion,  cnjoyitig  an  evening  breeze  from  the  west,  w" 
widi  unusual  coolness  on  her  wings,  seemed 
from  merry  England  for  llie  refresltmeni  of  I 
turous  monarch,  as  he  was  gradually  recoverin 
■trengih  which  was  necessary  to  carry  on  hi| 
projects.  There  was  do  one  with  him,  Dc  Vm 
beeo  sent  lo  Ascalon  to  bring  up  leinfbrccnicouj 
plies  of  nulilan;  tnuniuon,  and  most  of  his  c  ' 
^Blv  beitig  occupied  \n  A\SeTeiA  ^^y''''^^^'"*^^^ 
^^bfor  ibe  Ropeiun^  ot  \wsu\i.<at%,  asA  Sm  «,  ^ 
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paratory  review  of  tho  army  of  the  crusaders,  which  was 
to  take  place  the  next  day.  Tiic  King  sat,  listening  to 
the  busy  hum  among  the  soldiery,  the  clatter  from  tho 
forges,  where  horse-shoes  were  preparing,  and  from  tlie 
tents  of  the  armourers,  who  were  repairing  harne^^ — 
the  voice  of  tho  soldiers  too,  as  they  passed  and  repass- 
ed, was  loud  and  cheerful,  carrying  with  its  very  tone 
an  assurance  of  high  and  excited  courage,  and  an  omen 
of  approaching  victory.  While  Richard's  ear  drank  in 
these  sounds  with  delight,  and  while  he  yielded  hifnsclf 
to  the  visions  of  conquest  and  of  glory  which  they  sug* 
gested,  an  equerry  told  him  that  a  messenger  from  Sal- 
adin  waited  without. 

**  Admit  him  instantly,'*  said  the  King,  '*  and  with  due 
honour,  Joseline." 

The  English  knight  accordingly  introduced  a  person, 
apparently  of  no  higher  rank  than  a  Nuhian  slave,  whose 
appearance  was  nevertheless  highly  interesting.  He  was 
of  superb  stature  and  nobly  formed,  and  his  commanding 
features,  although  almost  jet -black,  showed  nothing  of 
negro  descent.  He  wore  over  his  coal-black  locks  a 
milk-white  turban,  and  over  his  shoulders  a  short  mantle 
of  the  same  colour,  open  in  front  and  at  the  sleeves,  under 
which  appeared  a  doublet  of  dressed  leopard's  skin  reach- 
ing within    a    hand-breadth  of  the  knee.     The  rest  of 

'  his  muscular  limbs,  both  legs  and  arms,  were  bare,  ex- 
cepting that  he  had  sandals  on  his  feet,  and  wore  a  collar 

'  and  bracelets  of  silver.  A  straight  broad  sword,  with  a 
handle  of  boxwood,  and  a  sheath  covered  with  snake-skin, 
was  suspended  from  his  waist.  In  his  right  hand  he 
held  a  short  javelin,  with  a  broad,  bright,  steel  head  of 
a  span  in  length,  and  in  his  left  he  led,  by  a  leash  of 
twisted  silk  and  gold,  a  large  and  noble  staghouiid. 

The  messenger  prostrated  himself,  at  tho  same  time 
partially  uncovering  his  shoulders,  in  sign  of  humiliation, 
and  ha\ing  touched  the  earth  with  his  forehead,  arose  so 
far  as  to  rest  on  one  knee,  while  he  delivered  to  the  Kiue; 
a  silken  napkin,  enclosing  another  oC  c\ovV\  ot  tt5A^,viV\\>sv 
trUc/i  was  a  Ivttt"'  ^'^xn  Saladin  in  A\e  oxa^vmX  Kx^\^^ 
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»  a  translalion  into  Norman-English,  which  mijr  U, 

^deraixed  thus  j — 

"  Sftliiclin,  King  of  kings, to  Melecb  Ric,  the  Lion  i 
Eoglaucl.     Whereas,  we  ore   inrormed   Uy  thy  ksl  iik; 
sage,  tiiat  thou  hast  chosen  war  ralhur  than   pence,  an 
our  cnmily  ratlier  than  our  friendshiji,  we  arcoont  th( 
as  one  blinded  in  this  matter,  and  trust  shortly  to 
■  vince  ihee  of  thine  error,  by  tiie  help  of  our  mrit 
forces   of  the  thousand  tribes,  when   Aloliammed, 
Prophet  of  God,  and  Allah,  the  God  of  (he  Prophet, i 
judge  tlie  controversy  betn-ixl  us.      In  what  rerw 
we  make  noble  account  of  iliee,  and  of  the  gift*  whi 
tliou  hast  sent  us,  and  of  the  two  dwarfs,  siognlar 
their  deformity  as  Ysop,  and  mirthful  as  the  lute  of  Isoi 
And  in  requitaf  of  these  tokens  from  the  Iressnre-hoi 
of  thy  bounty,  behold  we  have  sent  thee  a  Ntihian 
named  Zobauk,  of  whom  judge  not  by  liis  comp]t^ 
according  to  the  foolish  ones  of  the  earth,  in  m 
llie  dark-rinded    fruit  hath  the  most   exquisite  Aai 
Know  tliat  he  is  strong  to  execute  the  will  of  liis  i 
ter,  as  Rustan  of  Xahleslan  ;  also  he  is  wise  lo  give 
cil  when  lliou  shalt  learn  to  hold  communicntjon  «ill 
hiui,  for  the  Lord  of  Speech  hath    been  stricken  irilk 
silence  betwixt  the  ivory  walls  of  his  palnce.     We  cbmh 
mend  him  to  tliy  care,  hoping  the  hour  may  not   bp  £>• 
tanl  when  he  may  render  thee  good  service.     And  bcr^ 
with  wo  bid   thee  farewell  ;  trusting  thol  oitr  ni<»l  Mf 
PropiKH  may  yet  call  ihee  to  a  sight  uf  the  truth,  fi™ 
which  tllumhintinn,  our  desire  is,  for  the  spet^y  m 
lion  of  thy  royal  hcuhli,  that  Allah  may  judge  bet 
thee  and  ns  in  a  pliiiii  field  of  battle." 

And  the  missive  was  sanctioned  by  the  si^atan 
seal  of  the  Soldan. 

Richard  surveyed  llie  Nubian  in  ulence  tu  he  d 

before  him,  his  looks  bent  upon  the  ground,  bis  arm 

folded  on  his  l)08om,  with  the  appearance  of  a  tibci 

marble  tialue  ai  ihe  mow.  cTi^uUite  ivnrkmaniJiip,  <r»ii» 

^Mjjfe   from  tVte  io\\c\\fA  «.  VtwoLtfiocwk.   'KW^  Idni 
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cesMir  Henry  the  Ei^di,  bred  to  look  upon  *  iTAit, 

WIS  well  plemsed  with  the  thewea,  sinews,  and  symmetry 
of  biin  whom  he  now  surveyed,  and  questioned  him  in 
the  langua  PrsDca,  "  Art  thou  a  pagan  i" 

The  slave  sbogk  his  head,  and  raising  hia  finger  to  his 
brow,  crossed  himself  in  token  of  his  Christianity,  then 
resumed  his  posture  of  motiooless  humility. 

"  A  Nubian  Christian,  doubtteas,"  said  Richard,  "  and 
mutilated  of  the  ore;an  of  speech  by  tliese  heathen  dogs  f" 

The  mute  again  sbwly  shook  bis  bead,  in  token  of 
negative,  pointed  with  bis  fore-finger  to  Heaven,  and  then 
bud  it  upon  his  own  lips. 

•  *•  J  understand  thee,"  said  Richard  ;  "  thou  dost  suf- 
Icr  under  the  infliction  of  God,  not  by  Uie  cruelty  of 
man.  Canst  thou  clean  an  armour  and  belt,  and  buckle 
it  in  time  of  neeti  ^" 

The  mute  nodded,  and  stepping  towards  the  coat  ol 
mail,  whicli  hung  with  Uie  shield  and  helmet  of  the 
chivalrous  Monarch,  upon  the  pillar  of  the  tenl,  he  han- 
dled k  with  such  nicety  of  address,  as  aufliciently  to  show 
that  he  fully  understood  tlie  business  of  the  armour- 
bearer. 

"  Thou  art  an  apt,  and  will  doubtless  be  a  useful 
knave— tliou  shalt  wait  in  my  chamber,  and  on  my  per- 
son," said  the  King,  "  to  show  how  much  I  value  the 
gift  of  the  royal  Soldan.  If  thou  hast  no  tongue,  it  fol- 
lows thou  canst  carry  no  tales,  neither  provoke  me  to  be 
sudden  by  any  unfit  reply." 

The  Nubian  again  prostrated  himself  till  bis  brow 
touched  the  earth,  then  stood  erect,  at  some  paces  dis- 
tant, as  waiting  for  bis  new  master's  commands. 

"  Nay,  thou  shah  commence  tliy  office  presently,"  said 
Richard,  "  for  I  see  a  speck  of  ruai  darkening  on  that 
shield  ;  and  when  I  shake  it  in  tlie  face  of  Saladin,  it 
should  be  bright  and  unsullied  as  the  Soldan's  honour 
and  mine  own." 

A  horn  was  winded  without,  and  presently  Sir  Henry 
Neville  entered  nilh  a  pacKet  of  dusyialtiVws. — ^''■'^vaviv 
Eagiandf  my  lord,  "■  he  said,  as  he  deV'ivcted  vV- 
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^^B»  **  PlXMll  EDglonil— our onn  En^and  !"  rrptmlMl  Rich- 
^^Hvd,  in  a  tonO'  of  melniicJio)}-  ctiJiusiafiii — "  Alas  '.  ihrj 
^^millle  tbiiik  liow  hard  tiieir  sovercipi  ha»  l>crn  beset  lij 
rick n c <is  n nil  sorron- — fainl  rriends  and  fofwDnl  cnnDn. 
Tlirn  oprnitig  the  dcFpalrhe;^,  he  saJt]^  Iiaslllr,  "  Hat 
tliis  comira  from  no  peaceful  Innd — ihcy  loo  h«VB  dkdf 
feuds. — Neville,  begone — 1  must  pn^sc  these  tiifinfi 
aknic,  and  ai  leisure.'* 

Neville  withdrew  nccordingly,  and  RicEiard  was  sooa 
Absorbed  in  cite  niulancboly  details  which  had  been  oo- 
veyed  lo  liini  from  En  inland,  rtmceniing  ibe  fiirtioai  thai 
were  teuring  to  pieces  his  nuiive  duaiiniuns — die  disim- 
ion  of  his  brothers,  John  and  Geoffrey,  and  the  quamb 
of  both  with  the  Higli  Justiciary  Longcbamp,  Hiahofi  oT 
Ely, — [he  oppressions  practised  by  Uie  nobles  upon  ifaa 
pttnsaniry,  and  rebellion  of  the  latter  a^insi  iheir  nao- 
.  ters,  which  lind  produced  ercrywhcre  sctnrs  a(  discoril, 
and  in  some  instances  ihc  dfusion  of  bloo<i.  Uet^iUof 
incidents  mortifying  to  his  pride,  and  demgHloiy  Irua 
bis  uiiihority,  were  inlcnningled  with  the  eomcfl  adtifO 
of  his  wisest  and  most  nllncbcd  counsellors,  thai 
should  prescully  return  lo  Ene,lnnd,  ua  his  prcMmcc  i 
ed  Ihc  only  hope  of  saving  the  kingdom  from  nil  ibt  1 
rora  of  civil  discord,  of  which  France  and  Scoilaodi 
likely  lo  avail  themselves.  Filled  with  ihe  roost 
anxiety,  Richard  rend,  and  again  read,  th«  ill- 
letters,  compared  the  inielligenre  which  somi;  of 
contained  with  Uiu  satnc  facts  as  dliTerenily 
era,  and  soon  hceunic  totally  iniionaiblc  lo  nhaicrcx 
passing  around  him,  alihnngU  scaled,  (or  ihu  ttitt 
coolness,  close  to  the  entrance  of  Iris  tent,  and  Irav 
citrlaiDS  withdrawn,  so  ihni  he  could  sec  and  b( 
ihe  t;nerds  and  otliors  who  were  stationed  wJl 

Deeper  in  the  shadow  of  the  pnTihoo,  and  bt 
llie  task  his  new  master  bad  imposed,  sat  ibe 
slave,  with  bis  back  railier  inrncil  lownrds  the  Kiiti;. 
had  Buislied  adjiisiinc,  »nd  cleaning  the  hauberk 
[{rDC,  ami  was  nnv  \n>=\\^'  ch\\\ci^«A' 
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wbicli  Riehanl  often  UKd  in  reconnoilering,  or  actually 
•torming  fortiGed  places,  as  a  more  effectual  protection 
■gainst  miaaile  weapons,  than  the  narrow  triangular  shield 
UKd  on  horseback.  This  pavesse  bore  neither  the  royal 
lions  of  England,  nor  any  other  device,  to  attract  the 
obaefvclioii  of  the  defenders  of  the  walls  against  which 
it  was  advanced ;  the  care,  therefore,  of  the  armourer 
wai  addressed  to  causing  its  surface  to  sliine  as  bright  aa 
crystal,  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  peculiarly  successful. 
Beyond  the  Nubian,  and  scarce  visible  from  without,  lay 
the  large  dog,  which  might  be  termed  his  brother  slave, 
■nd  which,  as  if  lie  felt  awed  by  being  transferred  to  a 
reyal  owner,  was  couched  close  to  tlie  side  of  Uie  mule, 
witb  head  and  ears  on  the  ground,  and  bis  Umbs  and  tail 
drawn  close  around  and  under  him. 

While  the  Monarch  an<l  his  new  attendant  were  thus 
jTcupiciI,  another  aclor  crept  iipn  iho  scone,  and  min- 
ted among  ibu  group  of  Kuglisli  ycoiuen,  about  a  score 
tX  whom,  respecting  the  unusually  pensive  posture  and 
;lose  occupation  of  tlicir  sovereign,  wert-,  contrary  lo 
Jieir  wont,  keeping  a  silent  guard  in  front  of  liis  tent.  It 
nis  not,  however,  more  vigilant  llian  usual.  Some  were 
>Iaying  at  gnmes  of  hazard  with  small  pubblvs,  others 
ipoke  together  in  whispers  of  the  approncliing  day  of 
nttle,  mntl  several  lay  asleep,  tlicir  bulky  limbs  folded  in 
heir  green  mantles. 

Amid  these  careless  warders  glided  the  puny  form  of 
I  little  old  Turk,  poorly  dressed  like  a  marabout  or  sau- 
on  of  the  desert,  a  sort  of  enthusiast,  who  sometimes 
rentured  into  the  camp  of  the  crusaders,  though  treated 
ilways  with  contumely,  and  often  witli  violence.  In- 
)«ed,  tlie  luxury  and  profligate  indulgence  of  Iho  Chri»- 
ian  leaders  had  occasioned  a  motley  concourse  in  their 
cnts  of  musicians,  courtezans,  Jewish  merchants,  Copts, 
Turks,  and  all  ihe  varied  refuse  of  the  Bastern  nations, 
lO  lliat  die  caftan  and  turban,  though  to  drive  both  from 
Jio  Holy  Land  was  ilie  professed  object  of  the  cxpedi- 
ioii,  were  nevcrthdvss  iiuilhcr  au  uQcuiunton  ^^^'t  ^^ 
Si     roL,  It. 
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^^Hfcrmii.g  sight  in  ihe  cnnip  of  ilio  criisKclers.     WIta 
^^^wnever,  tlie  litilc  iiinignifieani  figure  we  have  detcrifa< 
^^^Rproaciipd  f^o  nigh  as  to  receive  »onio  internifiiioi: 
^^^Rft  wnrders,  lie  dniliad  Iiis  dusky  green  turben  froal 
head,  showed  that  liis  beard  and  eyebrows  were  si 
like  those  of  a  professed  biilfoon,  and  that  the  e 
sinii  of  bis  rantasiic  nnd  wrilhen  features,  as  well  ■ 
^6n  little  black  eyes,  which  glhlercd  like  jet,  wm  ibi 
[V^crazed  tmnginaiion. 

*  Dance,  marabout,"    cried  the  soldier;,  actpnil 
iritli  the   manners  of  tliese    nand^ring    cnibiisiatu 
i*-dance,  or  we  will  scourge  lliee  with  our  bow-a 
_  "U  lliou  spin  as  never  top  did  under  school-b«_v  's  huh." 
^hiis  shouted  ilic  reckless  warders,  as  niitch  delif 
•t  having  a  subject  lo  teazc,  as  a  child  when  In  e 
a  buiterlly,  or  a  scbooNhoy  upon  discovering  s  liinl'ilil 
The  marabout,  as  if  happy  to  do  their  bebosu,  bM^ 
cd  from  the  earth,  and  spun  his  giddy  round  before  d 
with    singular  agility,  which,  when  ccmtrssted    Wilb 
slight  and  wasted  figure,  and    diminutive    appc 
^_    auide  Iiim  resemble   a  withered  leaf  tuirled  r 
^^Mround  al  the  pleasure  of  tiie  winier's  breeze.     Ufat 
^^M|)e  lock  of  liair  streamed  upwards  from  his  baM  I 
^^"^avcn  head,  as  if  some  genii  upheld  l>im  byitf 
indeed  it  seemed  ss  if  supernatural  art  were  immmI 
lo  llic  execution  of  the  wild  whirling  dance,  ian 
scarce  the  tiptoe  of  tlie  performer  waa  seen  to  tonMl 
ground.     Antid  ilie  vagaries  of  hisperfofmanrv,1nl 
7T0  and  there,  from  one  spot  lo  anotlier,  still  nppni 
tg,  however,  though  alinoat  imperceptibly,  to  Aal 
tance  of  the  royal  tent ;  so  that,  when  at  length  bf  * 
■"fliausted  on  the  earth,  after  two  or  three  hounA  J 
Hher  than  those  which  he  had  yet  cxcnied,  ba  1 
I"  above  thirty  yards  from  the  King's  penon. 
"  Give  Jiim  water,"  said  one  yeoman  ;  "  ih«y  t 

a  drink  after  their  raerry-p>-ro«nd." 
"  Alia,  walftti^'j'a.ihou,  Ome.  Allen  ? — "  cxdi 
Jptlier   BVclieT,  vi\\.\\  «.  wvsA  ? 
Etptsod  elen>o«l  •,  "  Xi-rw  ■«'>^'**^ 
fsuir,  aftcv  such  n  """'•-*  **«««« 
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"  The  devil  s  water-drop  lie  gets  here,"  said  a  third. 
"  We  will  tcsch  ihe  ligbt-footed  old  infidel  to  be  a  good 
Christian,  and  drink  wine  of  Cyprus." 

*'  Ay,  ay,"  said  a  fourlh  ;  "  and  in  case  be  be  restive, 
fetch  thou  Dick  Hunter's  horn,  that  he  drenches  hia 
msre  witlial." 

A  circle  was  instantly  formed  around  the  prosiralo 
and  exhausted  dervtsc,  and  while  one  mil  yeoman  raised 
his  feeble  form  from  the  ground,  anotlier  presented  lo 
him  a  huge  flagon  of  wine.  Incapable  of  speech,  (he 
old  man  shook  his  bead,  and  waved  away  from  him 
with  his  hand  the  liquor  forbidden  by  the  prophet  ;  but 
his  tormentors  were  not  thus  to  be  appeased. 

**  The  horn,  the  horn  !"  exclaimed  one.  "  LJttle 
lifibrenca  between  a  Turk  and  a  Turkish  horse,  and  we 
rill  use  him  conforming." 

**  By  Saint  George,  you  will  choke  him  !"  said  Long 
Ulen  ;  "  and,  besides,  It  is  a  sin  to  throw  away  upon  a 
leathen  dog  as  much  wine  as  would  serve  a  good  Chris- 
tan  for  a  treble  night-cap." 

■*  Thou  know'st  not  llie  nature  of  these  Turks  and 
agans,  Long  Allen,"  replied  Henry  Woodstall ;  "  I  tell 
bee,  man,  ihat  this  flagon  of  Cyprus  will  set  his  braina 
r-spinning,  just  in  tlie  opposite  direction  that  they  went 
rbirling  in  the  dancing,  and  so  faring  him,  as  it  were, 
O  himself  again. — Choke  I  he  will  no  more  choke  on 
t  than  Ben's  black  bitch  on  the  pound  of  butter." 

*'  And  for  grudging  it,"  said  Tomalin  Hlacklccs,  "  why 
iiould'st  thou  grudge  tlie  poor  paynim-dcvil  a  drop  of 
Uink  on  earth,  since  thou  know'st  he  is  not  to  have  a 
Irop  to  cool  the  tip  of  his  tongue  through  a  long  eternity." 

**  That  were  hard  laws,  look  ye,"  said  Long  Allen, 
'*  only  for  being  a  Turk,  as  his  father  was  before  him. 
Had  he  been  Christian  turned  heathen,  I  grant  ye  the 
liottest  corner  had  been  good  winter  quarters  for  him." 

**  Hold  thy  peace,  Long  Allen,"  said  Henry  Woods- 
tall ;  "  I  tell  thee  that  tongue  of  thine  is  t\(rt.  live  Avotv- 
Ht  Itmb  about  tbee,  and  1  prophesy  ihal  tt.  wOii  \>TVKr 
Ae0  iatt>  di^aee  with  father  Franc'u,  u  oaw  »!m»a; 
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lilack-oyed  Sjrinn  wencli. — But  here  comes  the  iMH 

— Be  active  a  bit,  man,  nill  ihou,  and  just  Ibfcr  tfU 

Ills  leetli  will)    llie  iinfl  of  tliy  dudg(.-oiiHJage;cr."       fl 

"  Hold,  tinld — lie  is  caufurniablt?,"   said   TonuBtS 

"see,   see,    lie    signs  for   Uic   goLlct — gi«e    btm  rosM 

boys.      Ooji  tcy  es,  tjiioili  the  Uuicbiiian — down  il  gaigj 

^^      lik«  lamb's-ivool  I     Nay,  (hey  ore  true  topers  wlieo  oofl 

^^pjhey  begin — yoaT  Turk  never  couglis  in  bis  cup,  or  ta^M 

^^K  m  liis  liquoriug."  ^M 

^P       Iti  fact,  llie  (lerviEc,  or  tvliatcver  he  whs,  drtnk,^! 

at  lenst  seemed  to  ilrink,  the   lar^e  Ihgon  to  ihe  r^| 

botloin  at  a  stn°;lc  pull  ;  aud  uheu  lie  took  i(  froM'^l 

lips,  aflcr  the  tvliole  contents  nere  exhausted,  onlviHli^| 

ej,  with  a  deep  sigh,  the  nords  Allah  kerim,  or  GblH 

merciful.     There  wns  a  laugh  among  ilic  ycomci  HVl 

witnessed  this  pollie-dcep  potation,  so  obstrepimiin,  nil  I 

rouse  and  disturb  the  King,  who,  raising  his  fingcTi  mHj  I 

^^^fabgrlly,    "  How,  knaves,  no  respect,  no  obscrcranrcPV  I 

^^^^All  Were  at  once  hushed  into  silence,  nvll  ■riiuMHll 

^^HlrtUi  (he  temper  of  Richard,  nbich,  at  some  timet,  "^HJ 

^^^roi  of  much  military  familiarity,  aiid  at  other*  C*Ctfl 

the  most  precise  respect,  although  the  latter  huinonr^H 

of  much  more  rare  occurrence.      Ha:(it'ntng*t»  a  M^f 

reverent  distance  from  llie  royal  person,  ttiey  attcn^^H 

to  drag  along  with  them  llie  marabout,  who,  exbMvH 

apparently  by  previous   fatigue,  or  overpoweivd  hf'tf  I 

potent   draught  be  bad  just  sn-allowed,  resisted  Wl|  I 

Kived  from  the  spot,  boih  with  struggles  and  gmanft-  J 
"  Leave  liiin  still,  ye  I'ools,"  whisjiered  Lang  AW  I 
his  mates  ;  "  by  Saint  Christopher,  yon  niti  wdil 
r  Dickon  go  beside  himself,  and  we  shall  have  his  Afll 
r  presently  Hy  at  our  cnsiardH.  Leave  bim  ahw^^^ 
9  than  a  minute  bo  will  sleep  like  a  dormouse."  ^H 
Al  the  same  momenl,  the  Monarch  darted  uwl^| 
impatient  glance  to  the  spot,  and  all  retreated  in  l^^l 
leaving  the  dervise  on  liie  ground,  unahte,  as  il  aoea^^ 
lo  stir  a  single  \ivaVi  (it  '^(i\v\^  of  his  body.     In  ■  WQH^I 
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and  wiiber'd  Murder, 


Alaram'd  by  his  teutiael,  the  wolf, 
Whoee  howl's  his  watch,  thus  inith  his  steelt}^  pM9» 
MTith  Tarquin's  ravishing  strides,  towards  his  design 
Moves  like  a  ghost. 

ffutdbttht 

R  the  sj^ce  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  longer, 
the  incident  related,  all  remained  perfectly  quiet  in 
ont  of  the  royal  habitation.  The  King  read,  and 
1  in  tlie  entrance  of  his  pavilion— 4>chind,  and  with 
ick  turned  to  tlie  same  entrance,  the  Nubian  slave 
umished'  the  ample  pavesse-— in  front  of  all,  at  an 
-ed  paces  distant,  the  yeomen  of  the  guard  stood, 
r  lay  extended  on  the  grass,  attentive  to  their  own 
I,  but  pursuing  them  in  silence,  while  on  the  espla- 
betwixt  them  and  the  front  of  the  tent,  lay,  scarcely 
distinguished  from  a  bundle  of  rags,  the  senseless 
of  the  marabout. 

t  the  Nubian  had  the  advantage  of  a  mirror,  from 
rilliant  reflection  which  the  surface  of  the  highly 
led  shield  now  aflbrded,  by  means  of  which  he  be- 
to  his  alarm  and  surprise,  that  the  marabout  raised 
ead  gently  from  the  ground,  so  as  to  survey  all 
id  him,  moving  with  a  well-adjusted  precaution, 
1  seemed  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  state  of 
ty.  He  couched  his  head  instantly,  as  if  satisfied 
18  unobserved,  and  began,  with  the  slightest  possible 
irance  of  voluntary  eflbrt,  to  drag  himself,  as  if  by 
le,  ever  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  King,  but  stopping, 
emaining  fixed  at  intervals,  like  the  spider,  which, 
ig  towards  her  object,  collapses  into  apparent  life- 
»s,  when  she  thinks  she  is  the  subject  of  observation* 
species  of  movement  appeared  «Ki&\!icM»i&  v^  ^^b^ 
f9*    VOL.  a. 


EthtoiHVi,  wlio,  on  Ids  part,  prepared  himseU^ 
as  pMsible,  to  interfere,  tbe  instaat  that  in 
•bould  seem  to  be  necesasiy. 

The  marabout  meanwhile  glided  fn  gradual 
perceptibly,  serpent-like,  or  rather  snail-like,  t 
about  ten  yards*  distance  from  Richard's  pen 
starting  on  his  feet,  be  spmi^  forward  with  t 
of  a  tiger,  stood  at  the  King's  back  in  less  than 
and  brandished  aloft  the  cangiar,  or  poniard, 
had  hidden  in  hia 'sleeve.  Not  the  presence  oj 
army  could  hare  saved  their  heroic  monarcl 
matioQs  of  the  Nubian  had  been  as  wt'l  cai 
those  of  the  enthusinst,  and  ere  the  latter  oe 
tbe  former  eaught  his  uplifted  arm.  Tuming 
ieal  wratfa  upon  what  thus  unexpectedly  intei 
twixt  him  and  liis  object,  ilie  Charegite,  for  sm 
seaoing  marnboui,  dealt  the  Nubian  a  blow  wii 
ger,  which,  however,  only  graied  his  arm,  wl; 
aupeiior  strength  of  the  Ethio|Han  eaaly  dasi 
the  ground.  Aware  of  what  had  passed,  Rit 
DOW  arisen,  and  with  little  more  of  surprise,  an 
terest  of  any  kmd  in  his  countenance,  than  ai 
man  would  show  in  brushing  off  and  crushing  a 
wasp,  caught  up  the  stool  on  which  he  had  be 
and  exclaiming  only  "  Hs,  d(^ !"  dashed  almos 
the  skull  of  the  assassin,  who  uttered  twice, 
]oud,  and  once  in  a  broken  tone,  the  words  '* . 
bar"— God  b  victonous — and  ex[Nred  at  the  K 

'*  Ye  are  careful  warders,"  said  Richard  tc 
ers,  in  a  tone  of  scornful  reproach,  as,  arous 
bustle  of  what  bed  passed,  m  terror  and  tumult 
nisbed  failo  his  tent ; — "  watchfol  sentinels  ; 
leare  me  to  do  such  hangman's  work  with  my  * 
— Ba  silent  all  of  you,  and  cease  your  senseless 
saw  ye  never  a  dead  Turk  before  f — Here- 
carrion  out  of  the  camp,  strike  the  head  frooi ' 
and  sli^  it  on  a  lance,  taking  care  to  tum  t 
Mecca,  thvi^  nw^  ^  oamsx^'^eR.SwAL^ 
whoie  inwpiimtion^ie  i:fcm«\a'&w«,^«'"'Wi  V 
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luf  enwul. — For  thee,  my  swart  and  silent  friend,**  he 
added,  turning  to  t]ie  Ethiopian — "  Bui  how's  this  ? — 
thou  ut  wounded — and  with  a  poisoned  weapon,  I  war- 
rant me,  for  by  force  of  stab  so  weak  an  animal  as  t)iat 
could  scarce  hope  to  do  more  than  rase  the  Lion's  bide. 
—Suck  the  poison  from  his  wound  one  of  you — the 
vsnom  is  liarinless  on  the  lips,  though  fatal  when  it  nuii- 
^les  with  the  blood." 

The  yeomen  looked  on  eacli  other  confusedly  and  with 
hesitation,  the  apprehension  of  so  strahge  a  danger  pre- 
njling  with  those  who  feared  no  other. 

*'  How  now,  slrrahs,"  continued  die  King,  "  are  you 

I  painty-lipped,  or  do  you  fear  death,  that  you  dally  thus .'" 
*'  Not  ihe  deatli  of  a  man,"  said  Long  Allen,  to  hIkmh 

;  tfae  King  looked  as  he  spoke  ;  "  hut  methlnks  1  would 
■oC  die  like  a  poisoned  rat  for  the  sake  of  a  black  chat- 
lel  there,  that  is  bought  and  sold  in  a  market  like  a  )lar- 


**  His  Grace  speaks  to  men  of  sucking  poison,"  inut- 
Mred  another  yeoman,  "  as  if  he  said,  go  to,  swallow  a 
gtmseberry  t" 

"  Nay,"  said  Richard,  "  I  never  bade  man  do  that 
wluch  I  would  not  do  myself." 

And,  without  farther  ceremony,  and  in  spite  of  the 
seneral  expostulations  of  those  around,  and  the  rcspect- 
fiil  oppontion  of  the  Nubian  himself,  the  King  of  England 
milled  his  lips  to  the  wound  of  the  black  slave,  treating 
with  ridicule  all  remonstrances,  and  overpowering  all 
reaistance.  He  had  no  sooner  intenniued  his  singular 
occupation,  than  the  Nubian  sUrted  from  him,  and  cast- 
m%  a  Karf  over  his  ann,  intimated  by  gestures,  as  firm 
■■  yuqtose  as  they  were  respectful  in  manner,  his  do- 
WnninatiDn  not  (o  permit  the  Monarch  to  renew  so  de- 
pwliag  an  employment.  Long  Allen  also  interposed, 
■■ytng,  that  if  it  were  nesessary  to  prevent  the  King  cu- 
piging  again  in  a  treatment  of  ttiis  kind,  his  own  lips, 
•ongue,  and  teeth,  were  at  the  service  of  tlie  ne^ro^  (at 
he  called  the  Ethiopian,)  and  that  be  wwi\&  eW.\avL\  >a,'^ 
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bodily,  rathi?r  than  King  Richard's  mouth  sbouldl 
approsch  him. 

Neville,  who  entered  with  odier  officers,  sdda 
remoitstriuices, 

"Nay,  nay,  make  not  a  needless  h&lloo  about i 
that  the  hoiiuds  have  lost,  or  a  danger  when  ti  is  c 
eaid  the  King — "  the  wound  will  be  a  trifle,  for  tljc 
is  scarce  drawn— an  angry  cat  had  deah  a  deeper  si 
— and,  for  tne,  I  have  but  to  take  a  drachm  of  or 
by  way  of  precaution,  though  it  is  needless." 

Thus  spoke  Richard,  a  little  ashamrd,  perbaj 
his  own  condescension,  though  sanctioned  both  b 
tnanlly  and  gratitude.  But  when  Neville  contini 
make  remonstrances  on  the  peril  to  bis  royal  pcrso 
King  imposed  silence  on  him. 

"  Peace,  I  prithee — make  no  more  of  it — I  tlid 
to  show  these  ignorant  prejudiced  knaves  how  ilicy 
help  each  other  when  these  cowardly  caJtifls  come  ■ 
us  widi  sarbacanes  and  poisoned  shafts.— But,"  ] 
dcd.  "take  thee  this  Nubian  to  thy  i^uaners,  Nci 
]  have  changed  my  mind  touching  him — let  liim  b 
cared  for — But,  hark  in  thine  ear — see  that  he  u 
thee  not — there  is  more  in  him  than  seems.  Le 
have  all  liberiy,  so  that  he  leave  not  llie  camp. — Aw 
ye  beef-devouring,  wine-swilling  English  inaslifiii,  ] 
lo  your  guard  again,  and  be  sure  you  keep  K  nior 
rily.  Think  not  you  are  now  in  your  own  land  t 
nlay,  where  men  speak  before  they  strike,  and 
hands  ere  they  cut  throats.  Danger  iu  our  land 
openly,  and  witli  his  blade  drawn,  and  defies  Ui 
whom  he  means  to  assault;  but  here  br.  chaD 
you  with  a  sijk  glove  instead  of  a  steel- gauntleif 
your  throat  with  the  feather  of  a  tutOe-doro,  st  ' 
widi  the  tongue  of  a  priest's  brooch,  or  ihrotlles  y 
the  lace  of  my  lady's  hoddice.  Go  lo— keep  ya 
open  and  your  mouths  shut — drink  lesi  and  look 
atiout  you  -,  ot  I  wUl  ^iace  your  huge  siumacl 
4bort  allowance,  &a  wouVi  ^\ni^'n  >^  «u»t 
liBcottishmau." 


I  and  look  all 
siumachii  on 

~il 
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"he  jreomen,  abashed  and  mortified,  withdrew  to  their 

y  and  Neville  was  beginning  to  remonstrate  with  his 
ter  upon  the  risk  of  pas«ng  over  thus  slightly  their 
igence  upon  tlieir  duty,  and  the  propriety  of  an  ex- 
le  in  a  case  so  peculiarly  aggravated  as  the  permitting 
so  suspicious  as  the  marabout  to  approach  within 
;er's  length  of  his  person,  when  Richard  interrupt- 
lim  with  '^  Speak  not  of  it,  Neville — wouldst  thou 
)  me  avenge  a  petty  risk  to  iny  self  more  severely 

the  loss  of  England's  Banner  ?  It  has  been  stolen  • 
olen  by  a  thief,  or  delivered  up  by  a  traitor,  and  no 
d  has  been  shed  for  it. — My'sable  friend,  thou  art 
xpounder  of  mysteries,  saith  the  illustrious  Soldan 
)w  would  I  give  thee  thine  own  weight  in  gold,  if,  by 
Dg  one  still  blacker  than  thyself,  or  by  what  other 
OS  thou  wilt,  thou  couldst  show  me  the  thief  who  did 
3  honour  that  wrong.  What  say'st  thou  t  ha  !'' 
'he  mute  seemed  desirous  to  speak,  but  uttered  only 
imperfect  sound  proper  to  his  melancholy  coqdition, 

folded  his  arms,  looked  on  the  King  with  an  eye 
itelligence,  and  nodded  in  answer  to  his  question. 
Hqw  !"  said  Richard,  witli  joyful  impatience.     '^  Wilt 

undertake  to  make  discovery  in  this  matter  f " 
he  Nubian  slave  repeated  the  same  motion. 
But  how  shall  we  understand  each  other  f "  said  the 
;. — "  Canst  thou  write,  good  fellow  ?" 
be  slave  again  nodded  in  assent. 
Give  him  writing-tools,"    said  die  King.      "  They 
*  readier  in  my  father's  tent  than  mine— but  they  be 
3where  about,  if  this  scorching  climate  have  not  dried 
be  ink.     Why,  this  fellow  is  a  jewel — a  black  dia- 
d,  Neville." 

So  please  you,  my  liege,"  said  Neville,  "  if  I  might 
k  my  poor  mind,  it  were  ill  dealing  in  this  ware. 
\  man  must  be  a  wizard,  and  wizards  deal  with  the 
my,  who  hath  most  interest  to  sow  tares  among  the 

It,  and  bring  dissension  into  our  councils,  and '* 

Peace,  Neville,"  said  Richard.  "  ^o^  \ft  n«^x 
rtfsm  bouad  when  be  is  close  on  t]be  \x«)UiOGL  ^\  "^^ 
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deer,  anil  ho|ke  to  Trrnll  him,  but  seek  not  to  stop  PIuli- 
genet  iv) mil  he  hnlh  hope  to  retrieve  big  hooour." 

The  slave,  nlio,  during  liiis  discussion  bad  been 
iiig,  hi  which  art  he  seemed  skilftil,  now  arose,  tnd  prH»-  I 
iiii;  what  he  Uitd  niilten  to  his  broiv,  prostrntfrd  himsel 
as  usual,  ere  he  delivered  it  into  tlie  King's  hands,  fit 
scroll  was  in  French,  allbough  their  intercourse  had  hiiii- 
crtobeen   conducted  by  Richard  in  the  Lingua  Frann. 

"To  Hicliard,  the  conquering  and  invincible  Kio^i' 
Kn°;bnd,  this  from  the  humblest  of  bis  slaves.  Mfsir- 
ries  arc  the  seated  caskets  of  Heaven,  but  wisdom  W 
tlevisc  means  to  open  the  lock.  Were  your  slave 
ed  where  the  leaders  of  the  Christian  host  were  ntadtiD 
pass  before  him  in  order,  doubt  nothing,  that  if  be 
did  the  injury  wliereof  my  King  complains  s)j|ll  be 
nnmng  the  number,  he  may  be  made  nianircst  in  ia 
iniquity,  though  il  be  hidden  under  seven  veils." 

"  Now,  by  Saint  George  !"  said  King  Richard,  "iku 
hast  spoken  most  opportunely. — Neville,  tlujti  kiioir'a, 
that  when  we  muster  onr  troops  to-inorrow,  the  prince 
have  agreed,  that  lo  expiate  tlie  affront  offered  to  £ei|- 
land  in  the  (heft  of  her  Banner,  the  leaders  should  fs» 
our  new  Standard  as  it  floats  on  Saint  George^s  Hoait, 
and  salute  it  with  formal  regard.  Believe  me,  the  it- 
em traitor  will  not  dare  to  absent  himself  from  u 
expurgation  so  solemn,  lest  bis  vxry  absence  should  b 
matter  of  suspicion.  There  will  we  place  our  sable  otu 
of  counsel,  and,  if  his  art  can  detect  llie  villain,  leave  u 
to  deal  with  him." 

"My  liepc,"  said  Neville,  with  the  frankness  ofn 
English  baron,  "  beware  what  work  you  begin.  Hen 
is  ihe  concord  of  onr  holy  league  nitcxpcctedly  rcnew*^ 
— will  you,  upon  sucli  suspicions  ns  a  negro  slave  can  ir 
siil,  tear  open  wounds  so  lately  closed — or  will  you  uK 
the  solemn  procession,  adopted  for  the  reparation  of  yoa 
honour,  and  establishment  of  unanimity  omoiigst  lU 
discording  princes,  as  die  means  of  a^ain  finding  oal 
new  cause  ot  offence,  ot  Tex\s'wi^ww=iR\«.<s^rrel5  ?  fc 
wore  Bcarco  U»  auon^  ^n  ^"i^  ***  "«««tt  vNn«9i^4 
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the  declaration  your  grace  made  to  the  assembled  coun- 
cil of  the  Crusade." 

•  "  Neville,"  said  the  King,  sternly  interrupting  him, 
'*  thy  zeal  makes  thee  presumptuous  and  unmannerly. 
Never  did  I  promise  to  abstain  from  taking  whatever 
means  were  most  promising  to  discover  the  infamous  au<» 
Cbor  of  the  attack  on  my  honour.  Ere  I  had  done  so,  I 
rvould  have  renounced  my  kingdom — my  life.  All  my 
ieclarations  were  under  this  necessary  and  absolute  qual- 
fication  ;— only,  if  Austria  had  slej)ped  forth  and  own- 
id  the  injury  like  a  man,  I  proffered,  for  the  sake  of  Chris- 
endom,  to  have  forgiven  Aim." 

*•  But,"  continued  the  baron,  anxiously,  "  what  hope 
hat  this  juggling  slave  of  Saladin  will  not  paker  with 
four  Grace  .^" 

*'  Peace,  Neville,"  said  the  King ;  "  thou  think'st 
liyself  mighty  wise,  and  art  but  a  fool.  Alind  thou  my 
rhnrgc  touching  this  fellow — there  is  more  in  him  than 
ihy  Westmoreland  wit  can  fathom. — And  thou,  swart 
tnd  silent,  prepare  to  perform  the  feat  thou  hast  prom- 
ised, and,  by  the  word  of  a  Kinp:,  thou  shall  choose 
ihine  own  recompense. — Lo,  he  writes  again." 

The  mute  accordingly  wrote  and  delivered  to  the 
King,  with  the  same  form  as  before,  another  slip  of  pa- 
per, containing  these  words. — **  The  will  of  the  King  is 
Ihc  law  to  his  slave — nor  doth  it  become  him  to  ask  guer- 
don for  discharge  of  his  devoir." 

"  Guerdon  and  devoir  /"  said  the  Kinj^,  internipling 
himself  as  he  read,  and  speaking  to  Neville  in  the  Eng- 
lish tongue  with  some  emphasis  on  the  words, — "  These 
Kastcrn  people  will  profit  by  the  crusaders — they  are 
acquiring  the  language  of  ehivahy. — And  see,  Neville, 
liow  discomposed  that  fellow  looks — were  it  not  for  his 
colour  he  woidd  blush.  I  should  not  think  it  strange  if 
he  understood  what  1  say — they  are  perilous  linguists." 

"The  poor  slave  cannot  endure  your  Grace's  eye,"  said 
Neville  ;  **  it  is  nothing  more." 

'*  Well,  but,"  contitnied  the  K\i\j,  sUvVwv;,  vW  y^^>^ 
ffwA  IjIs  finder,  as  ho  jirocecdcd,  "  vVua  WiOi  ^scy^ 
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tds  lo  say,  lh.it  our  trusty  mute  ts  diarged  t 
ige   from    Salmlin  to  the  Lady  Edilb  PlmiU^enrt,  x 
undopportimiiy  to  deliver  k.     Wbattl* 
Aoiiofa  reqiit-st  so  modest — ha,  IVcviller" 

"  I  caiiiiol  say,"  said   Neville,  "liow  such  frecik^l 

may  relisli  nith  your, grace,  but  lite  lease  of  tiic  t 

ger's  neck  would  be  a  short  one,  who  sliould  carry  m 

(  request  lo  llie  Soldan  on  the  part  of  yourMa}raIy.''i 

'  Nay,  1  tliaiik  Heaven  iliui  I  covet  noiie  of  his  ninbun 

_.  luiics,"  said  Ricliard  ;  "  aod  for  pudisbitig  this  felkj 

-ftr  discliarging  his  master's  errand,  and  tliat  whcsU 

,feas  just  saved  my  life — nictliinks  h  were  somedungn 

nmmary.     I'll  tell  thee,  Neville,  a  secret — Cor,  alibm^  J 

<able  and  mule  minister  be  present,  lie  conoot,  li 

:now'st,  tell  it  over  again,  even  if  he  sliould  cluinu 

ideretand  us — 1  tell  iliee,  that,  for  tbis  fortiiiglit  p 

have  been  tinder  e  strange  spell,  and  1  nould  I  n 

nchiintud.     ThL-rc  has  uo  sooner  any  one  doaie^ 

d  scrvire,  but  lo  you,  he  cancels  his  inleresl  in  n 

le  deep  injury  ;  and,  oo  tJte  other  hand,  be  ntioli 

deserved  death  iit  my  hands  for  some  trencbcry  or  s 

insuh)  is  sure  to  be  the  very  person,  of  all  olber*)  M 

confers  upon  me  some  obligation  that  overbalancM  I 

demerits,  and  renders  respite  of  bis  sentence  a  defatJT 

from  my  honour.     Thus,  tbou  scest,  I  hid   d^ 

the  best  part  of  my  royal  function,  since  I  c 

punish  mi.>n  nor  reward  ihpm.     Until  the  iiiSuenes^ 

disijuajifying  plnnet  be  parsed  away,  I  will  say  n 

concerning  llie  refjuesl  of  tliis  our  sable  allcndant,  M 

Uiat  it  is  an  unusually  bold  one,  and  iliat  his  best  chi 

of  finding  grace  in  our  eyes  will  be,  to  endeavc 

the  discovery  which  he  proposes  to  achieve  in 

Meanwhile,  Neville,  do  thou  look  well  to  liun,  and  l| 

him   be    hociourably  cared  for. — And  hark   ihea  i 

more,"  be  said,  in  a  low  whisper,  "  seek  out  yotuJer  In 

of  Engaddi,  and  bring  him  to  me  forthniUi,  be  b 

or  SRvafcc,  madman  or  snne.     Let  me  see  h' 

"Teviile  rutWeA  ti;om\\ic  vo'^aWevWi-it^w^io  ibtfl 
follow   Ihiu,  a»i  mviiA^  wh'^uwA  W.  VvcA'W^ 


oi   c>ngui 

^        Of  SRVBfCt 


ind  beard,  and  especiilljr  at  the  unusual  demeanour 
<  King.  In  general,  no  task  was  so  easy  as  to  dis- 
Ricliard's  immediate  course  of  sentiment  and  feel- 
ougli  it  might,  in  some  cases,  be  difficult  to  calcu- 
s  duration ;  for  no  weathercock  obeyed  the  chaog- 
nd  more  readily  than  the  King  his  gusts  of  passion, 
n  the  present  occasion,  his  manner  seemed  unusu- 
xistrained  and  mysterious,  nor  was  it  easy  to  gue^s 
^^  displeasure  or  kindness  predominated  in  bis 
ct  towards  his  new  dependant,  or  iu  the  looks 
''liiRh,  from  time  to  time,  he  regarded  hhn.  The 
service  which  the  King  had  rendered  to  counteract 
d  effects  of  the  Nubian's  wound,  might  seem  to 
■  ^  the  obligation  conferred  on  him  by  the  slare, 
he  intercepted  the  blow  of  the  assassin,  but  It  seem- 
a  much  longer  account  remained  to  be  arranged 
Gi]  them,  tliat  the  Monarch  was  doubtful  whether 
attlemcnt  might  leave  liim,  upon  tlio  whole,  debtor 
dilor,  and  llial,  therefore,  he  assumed,  in  the  mean 
a  neutral  demeanour,  which  might  suit  with  either 
cter.  As  for  the  Nubian,  by  whatever  means  he 
acquired  the  art  of  writing  the  European  languages, 
Sing  remained  conrinced  that  the  English  tonguo 
*X  least  unknown  to  him,  nnce,  having  watched  him 
'\y  during  the  last  part  of  the  interview,  he  conceir- 
■mpossible  for  any  one  understanding  a  conversattoo, 
'Ucb  he  was  himself  the  subject,  to  have  so  cont- 
ily  avoided  the  appearance  of  taking  an  interest  in  iL 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


Oi)R  narraiivG  retrogrades  to  a  pcriud  shortly  pn 
to  the  iiicitlents  last  mentioned,  wLcn,  as  the  reado 
remember,  the  unfortunate  Kmglit  of  ibe  Lcopui 
stowed  upon  tlie  Arabian  physician  by  King  Sk 
rather  as  a  slave  than  in  any  other  capacity,  wu« 
from  ihc  camp  of  the  cnisaders,  in  whose  ranis  h 
so  often  and  so  brilliantly  distinguished  himself.  H 
lowed  liis  new  master,  for  so  he  must  now  term  the 
kiin,  to  the  IVtouriKh  tiuits  wl)i<Th  contained  his  n 
mid  his  propciiy,  »ith  [he  stnpilicd  feelings  of  oner 
fallon  from  the  summit  of  a  precipice,  and  csrapni 
oxjirctcdty  wiili  life.  Is  just  able  to  drag  himsvlf 
the  fatal  spot,  but  without  llie  power  of  esiimant 
extent  of  ilic  ilaniiiEic  which  ho  has  sustained.  Ai 
at  the  tent,  he  threw  himself,  without  speech  ofuiy 
MIKJH  a  coiicli  of  dressed  buffalo's  hide,  which  wbsjk 
out  to  him  hy  his  conductor,  and  hiding  his  face  b< 
Ills  hands,  groimed  heavily,  as  if  his  heart  were  o 
poiutof  bursting.  The  physician  heard  him, ash 
giving  orders  to  his  numerous  domestics  lo  prepai 
their  departure  llie  next  tnoniing  before  dayorcak, 
moved  with  compassion,  interrupted  his  occupaiioi 
down,  cross-legged,  by  the  side  of  his  couch,  an 
minJslcr  comfort  according  to  the  Orienial  monnci 

"  My  friend,"  lie  said,  "  be  of  good  comfort — fo 
snycth  the  poet — it  is  better  that  a  man  should 
servant  of  a  kind  master,  tlian  the  slave  of  hia-ov 
pai-sinus.  j\c.am,W  o^  -^iiaiX  rtvvw»^p.,  ticcausc,  w! 
Ysouf  lVn\ai,owW  was  ^^^  v«  ■iVw';,V-iV-«.\» 
even  lo  inwao\i  K«.^  ol  V-^svv,  vV-j  Viv,^\«i 
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ler  hnntl,  bestowed  thee  on  one  who  will  be  to  llice 
n  hrailitT." 

Sir  Keniicih  ma<lc  an  elTort  to  thank  tlic  Hukiin,  but  his 
in  wiis  too  fiill,  mil)  tlie  indistinct  sounds  whJcli  acconi- 
licil  his  ahoriive  attempts  to  reply,  induced  tlie  kind 
'^i(-'t;m  to  di'^ttst  fnini  his  premiitiirc  endeavours  at 
isuliitioi).  He-  k-l'i  Ills  new  domestic,  or  guest,  in 
;i,  to  indiili^c  hia  sorrows,  niid  having  commanded 
tlio  nccfssary  jirqianiiinns  for  their  departure  on  the 
'iiini;,  sat  dimn  upon  (lie  carpet  of  the  tent,  and  in- 
^ed  himself  in  u  moileralc  repast.  After  he  had  lliiis 
(^.shud  himself,  similar  tiaiuls  were  offered  to  the 
>ttis)i  Kniglit ;  hut  tliotigh  the  slaves  lut  him  uniier- 
td  that  the  next  day  would  be  far  advanced  ere  they 
■  Id  halt  for  the  purpose  of  refreshment.  Sir  Kenneth 
Id  not  overcome  the  disgust  which  he  felt  against 
Honing  any  nourishment,  and  rould  be  prevailed  upon 
■sstc  notiiing,  saving  a  draught  of  cold  water. 
"Ic  was  awake,  lung  after  liis  Arab  host  had  perform- 
llis  usual  devotions,  and  betaken  himself  to  his  ro- 
C,  nor  had  sleep  visiti;d  him  at  the  hour  of  midnight, 
?n  a  mnvcmcnl  took  place  among  the  domestics, 
vli,  thouE;h  attended  with  no  speech,  and  very  little 
se,  made  him  aware  tbcy  were  loading  the  camels 
I  preparing  for  departure.  In  die  conrse  of  tliese 
parations,  the  last  [wrson  who  was  disturbed,  exrcpt- 
the  physician  liiniself,  was  the  Knight  of  Scotland, 
am,  about  three  in  llie  morning,  a  sort  of  major-domo, 
noster  of  the  Iioiiseholil,  acquainted  that  he  must  arise, 
did  so,  without  farther  answer,  and  followed  him  into 
moonlight,  where  stood  the  camels,  most  of  which 
re  already  loaded,  and  one  only  remained  kneeling 
il  its  burden  should  be  completed. 
\  little  apart  from  (he  camels  stood  a  number  of  horses 
dy  bridled  and  saddled,  and  Uic  Hakim  himselfcoming 
ih,  mounted  on  one  of  diem  with  as  much  agility  as 
grave  deconim  of  his  character  pcrm\Uc&,  ^wiV  &^cc\- 
anotber,  wliicb  be  (minted  out,  to  be  \eii  Vo\n&t&%  S^^t 
aeili.     Aa  EagUali  officer  was  in  attcnAww^i  vj 


BKort  them  through  the  camp  of  tba  cruMdei 
ensure  iheir  leaving  it  in  safety,  aod  all  wu  : 
their  departure.  The  pavilion  vhich  tbey  had 
in  the  meanwhile,  struck  with  singular  dospaic) 
tent-poles  and  coverings  composed  tlie  bunk 
last  camel — when  the  physician,  pronauocing 
the  verse  of  tlie  Koran,  "  God  be  fiur  gjuide, 
bommed  our  protector  in  the  desert  as  in  tbi 
field,"  the  whole  cavalcade  was  instantly  in  m 

In  traver^iig  the  camp,  they  were  challenge 
various  sentinels  who  maintained  guard  there,  s 
ed  to  proceed  in  silence,  or  with  a  muttered  ei 
their  prophet,  as  they  passed  (he  post  of  so 
zealous  crusader.  At  length,  the  last  barrien 
beliind  them,  and  the  party  formed  themselve 
march  witli  military  precaution.  Two  or  tbrt 
men  advanced  in  front  as  a  vanguard  ;  one  oi 
maincd  a  bow-shot  in  the  rear  ;  end,  vfhet 
ground  admitted,  others  were  detached  to  keep  a 
on  the  flanks.  In  this  manner  tliey  proceedeij 
while  Sir  Kenneth,  looking  back  on  tlie  inoonlif 
might  now  indeed  seem  banished,  deprived  ai 
honour  and  of  liberty,  from  the  glimmering  bai 
der  which  lie  had  hoped  to  gain  additional  ren' 
the  tented  dwellings  of  chivalry,  of  Chrisliaalt 
of  Edith  PlBDtagenet. 

The  Hakim,  who  rode  hy  his  side,  obserri 
usual  tone  of  sententious  consolation — *'  It  is  i 
look  back  when  the  journey  lieth  forward  ;"  a 
spoke,  the  horse  of  the  knight  made  such  a 
stumble,  as  threatened  to  add  a  practical  moral  to 

The  knight  was  compelled  by  tliis  hint  to  ^ 
attention  to  die  management  of  his  steed,  wbii 
than  once  required  the  assistance  and  Buopo 
clieck-hridle,  although,  in  other  respects,  nothii 
be  more  easy  at  once,  and  active,  than  (he  aoib] 
at  which  the  ftnimal  (which  was  a  mare)  procM 

"  The  (wadiunoa  (A  *^v  VotWL^  <^MBin^ 
l«Dlioua  pliyjician, "  we  IBw  'taKwa  <A  \eMBM 
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Keing  that  ninidsl  his  most  nrift  and  easy  pace,  the  rider 
must  gunrd  liiniself  R^ainst  a  fall,  and  tliat  it  is  when 
umperity  is  at  the  highest,  lliat  our  prudence  should 
M  awake  and  vigilant,  to  prevent  mi&rortunc." 

The  overloaded  appetite  loaths  even  tlie  honeycomb, 
tod  it  is  scarce  a  wonder  that  tlic  knight,  mortified  and 
harassed  with  misfortunes  and  aLasemcnl,  became  some- 
thing impatient  of  hearing  his  misery  made,  at  every  turn, 
tlie  ground  of  proverbs  and  apothegms,  however  just  and 
spposite. 

"  Metliiaks,"  he  said,  railier  peevishly,  "I  wanted 
no  additional  illnstialion  of  (lie  instability  of  fortune — 
though  I  would  thank  thee,  Sir  Hokim,  for  thy  choice  of 
■  steed  for  me,  woidd  tlie  jade  but  stumble  so  effectually 
■s  at  once  to  break  my  neck  and  her  own." 

"  My  brother,"  answered  tiie  Arob  sage,  with  imper- 
turbable gravity  ;  "  llioii  spcakcst  as  one  of  tlie  foolish. 
Thou  soy'st  in  tliy  Iieart,  tliat  the  sage  should  liave  given 
one  as  his  guest,  the  younger  and  better  liorse,  and  re- 
served the  old  one  for  himself;  but  know,  thai  the  defects 
of  the  older  steed  may  be  compensated  by  the  energies  of 
Ae  young  rider,  whereas  the  violence  of  die  young  horse 
requires  to  be  moderated  by  the  cold  temper  of  the 
older." 

So  spoke  the  sage  ;  but  neither  to  this  observation  did 
Sir  KenncUi  return  any  answer  which  could  lead  to  a 
continuance  of  their  conversation,  and  the  physician, 
wearied,  perhaps,  of  administering  comfort  to  one  who 
would  not  be  comforted,  sig^icd  to  one  of  his  retinue. 

"  Hassan,"  he  said,  "  host  thou  nothing  wherewith  to 
beguile  die  way !" 

Hassan,  story-teller  and  poet  by  profession,  spurred 
upon  this  summons,  to  exercise  his  calling. — "  Ix>rd 
the  palace  of  life,"  he  said,  addressing  the  physician, 

thou  before  whom  the  angel  Azracl  spreadeih  his  wings 

for  flight — thon,  wiser  than  Solimaun  ben  Daotid,  upon 

whose  signet  was  inscribed  the  real  NKHi:w\\\cVt.wv\\ci\'!i 

the  Mpirit3  of  the  elements— forbid  it,  Heaieu,  ^■ns.  ■«V-i.'!i 
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Alter  this  exordium,  tlassao  uplilted 
began  a  ule  of  love  and  magic,  iolermix 
warlike  achierement,  and  ornamented 
quotations  froni  the  Persian  poets,  niih 
lions  the  orator  seemed  familiar.  Thi 
physician,  such  excepted  as  were  nece: 
m  attendance  on  the  camels,  thronged  up 
end  pressed  as  close  ns  deference  for  th 
milted,  to  enjoy  the  delight  nhich  the  inl 
East  have  ever  derived  from  tins  specie: 

At  another  time,  notwithstanding  his  in 
edge  of  the  language.  Sir  Kenneth  mi 
interested  in  the  recitation,  which,  thougl 
more  extravagant  imagination,  and  exp 
inflated  and  metaphorical  language,  bor 
resemblance  to  the  romances  of  chivalry, 
tonabic  in  Europe.  But  as  matters  stoc 
was  scarcely  even  sensible  that  a  man  i 
tiie  cavalcade  recited  and  simg,  in  a  low  i 
two  hours,  modulating  his  voice  to  the  vi 
passion  introduced  into  tlie  tale,  and  rccei 
now  low  murmurs  of  applause,  now  mi 
sions  of  wonder,  now  siebs  and  tears,  s 
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ibst  be  waa  sessible  of  bis  raaster'a  vtcinity,  and  in  his 
vnj  invoking  tils  Et»istuice  for  liberty  and  rescue. 

"  Alas  !  poor  Rosnal,"  he  said,  "  lliou  cnllest  for 
aid  and  sympaUiy,  upon  one  in  stricter  bondage  tJian  tliou 
thyself  art.  1  will  not  seem  to  beed  thee,  or  return  thy 
.amction,  since  it  would  serve  but  to  load  our  paning 
with  yet  more  bitterness." 

Thus  passed  the  hours  of  uigbt,  and  the  space  of 
dim  hazy  dawn,  which  forms  tlio  twilight  of  a  Syrian 
■Miming.  But  whea  die  very  first  line  of  tho  sun's  disk 
began  to  rise  above  the  level  horizon,  and  when  the  very 
first  level  ray  shot  glimmering  in  dew  along  the  surface 
of  the  desert,  which  the  travellers  bad  now  attained,  the 
sonorous  voice  of  £1  Hakim  iiimself  overpowered  and 
cut  short  ibe  narrative  of  the  tale-teller,  while  he  caused 
lo  resound  along  the  sands  the  solemn  summons,  which 
die  muezzins  thunder  at  morning  from  the  minaret  of 
every  mosque. 

"  To  prayer — to  prayer !  God  is  ilie  one  God. — ^To 
prayer — to  prayer  !  Mahomined  is  the  prophet  of  God. 
^To  prayer — to  prayer  !  Time  is  flying  from  yon. — 
To  prayer — to  prayer  !  Judgment  is  drawing  nigh  to 
you." 

In  on  instant  pach  Moslem  cast  himself  from  his  horse, 
turned  his  face  towards  Mecca,  and  performed  with 
Mnd  an  imitation  of  those  ablutions,  which  were  else- 
where required  to  be  made  witli  water,  while  each  in- 
dividual,, in  brief  but  fervent  ejaculations,  rcGOmmended 
himself  to  the  care,  and  his  sins  lo  the  forgiveness,  of 
God  and  the  Prophet. 

£ven  Sir  Kennetli,  whose  reason  at  once  and  prcju- 

*  dices  were  offended  by  seeing  his  companions  in  that 
^  which  be  considered  as  an   art  of  idolatr]',  cotdd  ncH 

*  help  respecting  the  sincerity  of  their  misguided  zeal,  and 

*  being  stimulated  by  their  fervour  to  apply  supplications 
4  to  Heaven  in  a  purer  form,  wondering,  meanwhile,  what 

I  feelings  could   teat-h   him  to  nccom|tany   in 
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;cr,  though  with  varied  iiivocatKNi,  those  retj  Sn» 
ns,  vrhose  heathenish  worship  he  had  coDceiTcd  i 

me  dishonourable  to  the  laud  in  which  high  mirack 

d  been  wrought,  and  wliere  the  day-star  of  redempdm 

.d  arisen. 

The  act  of  devotion,  however,  though  rendered  m  sod 
range  society,  burst  purely  from  his  natural  feelings  t 
eligious  dnty,  and  had  its  usual  effect  in  composing  tb 
spirits,  which  had  been  long  harassed  by  so  rapid  a  sac 
cession  of  calamities,     llie  sincere  and  earnest  approad 
of  the  Christian  to  the  throne  of  the  Almighty,  teadM 
the  best  lesson  of  patience  under  affliction ;  since  when 
fore  sliould  we  mock  the  Deity  with  supplications,  wfae 
we  insult  him  by  munnuring  under  his  decrees  f— or  facn 
while  our  prayers  have  in  every  word  admitted  the  vanil 
and  noihin&;ness  of  the  things  of  time  in  coropariaoa  f 
tliose  of  eternity,  should  we  hope  to  deceive  the  Search 
of  Hearts,  by  permitting  the  world  and  worldly  pasak 
tc  reassume  the  reins  even  immediately  after  a  solet 
address  to  Heaven  ?    But  Sir  Kenneth  was  not  of  thf 
He  felt  himself  comforted  and  strengthened,  and  be 
prepared  to  execute  or  submit  to  wliate\*er   his   del 
might  call  upon  him  to  do  or  to  suffer. 

Meanwhile  the  party  of  Saracens  regained  their 
dies,  and  continued  tlieir  route,  and  the  tale-teller, 
san,  resumed  the  thread  of  his  narrative  ;  but  it  v 
longer  to  the  same  attentive  audience.    A  horsema? 
had  ascended  some  high  ground  pn  the  right  band 
little  column,  had  returned  on  a  speedy  gallop 
Hakim,  and  communicated  with  him.       Four 
more  cavaliers  had  then  been  despatched,  and  f 
band,  w  hich  might  consist  of  about  twenty  or  thi 
sons,  began  to  follow  them  with  their  eyes,  as  m 
whose  gestures,  and  advance  or  retreat,  they 
augur  good  or  evil.     Hassan,  finding  his  audic 
teutive,  or  being  himself  attracted   by  the  du 
pearanccson\i)&(V^\\V.^sv\wVed  vcv  lus  song ;  and 
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l>ecwiiQ  tilent,  save  when  a  camel-driver  called  out  to 
his  patJeat  charge,  or  same  anxious  folloivcr  of  the  Ha- , 
kiin  communicated  lyUli  his  next  nciglibour  in  a  hurried 
and  lovr  whisper. 

This  suspense  continued  until  ilicy  liod  rounded  a 
ridge,  composed  of  hillocka  of  sand,  wbich  concealed 
from  their  main  body  the  object  that  had  created  this 
alarm  among  their  scouts.  Sir  Kenneth  could  now  see, 
at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  a  dark  object  moving 
rapidly  od  llie  bosom  of  the  desert,  which  his  experienced 
eye  recogntsed  for  a  party  of  cavalry,  much  superior  to 
their  own  in  numbers,  and,  fron  the  tliick  anil  frequenl 
flashes  which  flung  back  the  level  beams  of  the  ri»ng  sun, 
it  was  plain  that  these  were  Europeans  in  their  complete 
panoply. 

The  anxious  looks  which  the  horsemen  of  £1  Hakltn 
DOW  cast  upon  their  leader,  seemed  to  indicate  deep 
apprehension  ;  while  he,  with  gravity  as  undisturbed  as 
when  he  called  his  followers  to  prayer,  detached  two  of 
Us  best-mounted  cavaliers,  with  instructions  to  approach 
as  ekisely  as  prudence  permitted  to  tlicse  travellers  of 
tba  desert,  and  observe  more  minutely  their  numbers, 
their  character,  and,  if  possible,  their  purpose.  The 
Approach  of  danger,  or  what  was  feared  as  such,  was  like 
■  stimulating  draught  to  one  in  apathy,  and  recalled  Sir 
Kenneth  to  himself  and  his  situation. 

**  What  fear  ynu  from  these  Christian  horsemen,  for 
■neh  they  seem  ?"  he  said  to  the  Hakim. 

"  Fear !"  said  Gl  Hakim,  repeating  the  word  disdaio- 
fiilly — "  The  sage  fears  nothing  but  Heaven — but  ever 
aspects  from  wicked  men  the  worst  which  they  can  do." 

"  They  are  Christians,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  and  it 
M  the  time  of  truce — why  should  you  fear  a  breach  of 
bilh  >" 

*'  They  are  the  priestly  soldiers  of  llie  Temple,"  on- 
maered  El  Hakim,    **  whose  vow  limits  (hem  to  know 
■cither  truth  nor  faith  with  the  worshi^^ta  o(  \%\.'bxa. 
Mirrtbe/inipiietUigfal  them,  botli  tool,  \)t&TKV,w^&VN^^ 
-^tbeir  peace  is  war,  anil   theii    biih  V&  \i>aK&vK#>^ 
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Oilier  invaders  of  Palestine  have  their  times  and  moodj 
of  courtesy.  The  lion  Richnrd  will  f  pare  wben  he  lias 
t'oiif|iicrcil — ilio  caz.\c  Philip  will  t-lose  liis  wing  ulieii  lie 
liiis  ■^irlirkcn  u  prey — even  tliu  Austrian  bear  will  sltrp 
it-licii  lie  is  [;nr;j;i!d  ;  but  llii;;  hofile  of  cvcr-ltunGiry 
ft  olvos  LnoAV  neiihor  |taiise  nor  satiety  in  their  rapine^— 
Si'C't  ihnii  nut  lli;it  ilicy  nrc  dolncliin^  a  party  from  tltrir 
innin  boily,  and  ihut  dicy  take  im  eastern  (lirfction  f  Ym 
are  llieir  pai^rK  and  sqnircs,  \slKtni  they  train  up  in  tlieir 
acciirsi't!  iiiyMerier>,  and  nlioin,  as  liphter  niomited,  liti-y 
i^rnd  (o  ('(It  lis  olf  IVom  our  n'alcriiig-plaee.  But  ilirr 
will  be  rlisapiioiiited  :  /  ';no\v  the  wnr  of  the  desert  yd 
better  tliun  thoy." 

Ho  spiikc  a  low  words  to  liis  prinripat  ofHrer,  and  hb 
nliole  ilcnic-iiniiiir  and  roiinieniiiice  was  at  oni-c  ebanenl 
fi'fiin  lliL'  srik'riin  rrpnse  of  rii  Eiislern  sage,  aceustoiaeJ 
more  to  enntciiiplalion  liiun  lo  nclion,  into  The  pronipl  ; 
and  proud  cxpres'^ioii  iif  a  s^allnnl  soldier.  Whose  eaer- 
{!;ies  are  aroiised  by  the  near  approaeb  of  a  danger, 
wbieh  be  at  oik  e  foresees  and  despises.  , 

To  Sir  Kciinetb's  eyes  the  approaeb  ins;  crisis  bad  t  I 
dilTcrent  a.'^peel,  and  when  Adonbee  said  to  him,  "  Tboi 
iniTsl  tarry   close  liy  iny  side,"  he  answered  solemnly  ■   ' 
die  necr.tive.  , 

"  \  onder,"  he  said,  "  are  my  comrades  in  anns->  ' 
tlic  nii'ii  ill  whose  soeielv  I  have  vowed  to  Uglit  or  (i 
on  their  lianner  fleams  the  sign  of  our  most  blessed  re- 
dem|ilioii — I  cannot  fly  from  the  Cross  in  company  niA 
the  Creseenl." 

"  Fool !"  said  ibc  ITakiin  ;  "  (heirfirst  action  wouU 
be  to  do  thee  to  death,  were  it  only  to  conceal  i 
breach  of  the  truce." 

"  Of  tlmt  I  must  take  my  cliance,"  replied  Sir  Kta- 


neth ;    "  but  I  wear  not  the  Iwnds  of  the  infidels  a 


'? 


stant  lonaior  than  I  can  cast  them  from  me."  / 

"  Tlion  will  I  compel  tbee  lo  follow  me,**  npitl  B 

Hakim. 

"Com\*e\*."   »«\sweK4?>«^c«Mi«Bi.,^^'^s^;  «.H 

lliou  nol  n\y  WneWcVot,  m  qdr -KNaA  Vv^'&  ^«w^^ilA 
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be  sucli,  and  were  it  not  tlini  it  is  to  iliy  coiili(](.-iirc  I 
owe  the  frceiloin  of  tlicsc  IiuikU,  wfiicli  lliou  iniglii'iit 
Iiave  loaded  willi  fciterij,  1  woulil  slioiv  tlieu  that,  uiianu- 
od  OS  1  am,  compulsion  would  he  uo  easy  task." 

"  Enough,  enough,"  r«|)lie<I  the  Aruhliin  physician, 
"  we  lose  time  even  when  it  is  becoming  jirccioiis." 

So  snyiDc;,  lie  threw  tiis  arm  sloft,  and  uiiercd  a  huil 
and  shrill  cry,  as  a  signal  to  tliose  of  Ills  rciiiiuc,  who 
instantly  disficrsed  dicmselvcs  on  the  face  of  tJie  deM;rl, 
in  as  ninny  ditTurcnl  directions  qs  n  elinj)let  of  heads  wlicii 
ti.c  string  is  broken.  Sir  Kenneth  li;id  no  time  to  note 
u  bat  ensued;  for,  at  the  ti:tme  instunt  tlio  Hakim  sei/.ed 
Lhe  rein  ofhU  steed,  and  pitlliiig  liis  own  to  its  mettle,  holli 
uprung  foi'tb  at  once  with  the  suddeniiuss  of  Vip,i>i,  and 
■t  a  pitch  of  velocity  wliich  almost  de)ir!ved  the  Scutlisli 
Knight  of  the  [rawer  of  respiration,  and  left  him  absolute- 
ly iiieapnble,  had  ho  been  desinniii,  in  have  dicrkcd  the 
career  of  his  j^iiide.  Practised  as  Sir  Keniielli  w;is  in 
lKirs«ninn^lii|)  from  his  earliest  yculli,  the  speedicM  hurM! 
lie  had  evfir  nioniited  was  h  toriuisi'  in  ( oni|»iri:i(in  to 
ibose  nf  ilic  Arnbiiin  sun;e.  They  spnrncd  the  sand  from 
behind  tliom — they  seemed  to  devour  llic  desert  before 
tlicm — miles  flew  away  wilh  miwiles,  and  yit  llieir 
Mrcnf^th  seemed  unabated,  and  tlicir  reti)iinili()ii  us  free 
■s  when  they  first  started  ti)KMi  the  wonderful  race.  The 
motion,  loo,  as  easy  as  it  was  swifl,  seemed  inure  liku 
flying  through  die  air  than  riding  on  die  earth,  and  wait 
altcndcr)  nith  no  unpleasant  scnsatifm,  save  the  ane 
naturally  felt  by  one  who  is  uioviii;;  at  .siieh  nsionistiin^ 
■peed,  and  the  difficulty  of  breulliing  occasioned  by  their 
passing  through  the  air  so  rapidly. 

-It  was  not  until  after  an  liour  of  tbis  imrtentons  motion, 
and  when  all  human  pursuit  was  far,  far  behind,  that  the 
Hakim  at  lengdi  relaxcil  bis  spce<l,  and  slaekciiins;  the 
pnec-of  lhe  linrses  into  n  hand  );al]o|i,  be^an,  in  a  voice 
aa  composed  and  even  as  if  ho  bad  been  walking;  for  tliu 
I»sl  lioiir,  a  descant  u|vin  the  CMclk'Uce  (if  Iv^c^wi^xs. 
,  to  iJie  Sro(,  who,  brealhle>s,  \\vM  \.\mA,\w\^  vV-AA,-.\ft^ 
aJiagedicr  giddy,  [loin  llie  riipidity  o(  Vkwii  ^vw^vii  \\isi-. 


hardly  compreticnded  ilie  words  which  flowed  sO 
bam  his  companion. 

"  These  horses,'*  he  snidj    "  are  of  the  breed 
the  Winged,   eijua)  in  speed    to    aught    excepting 
Borak  of  ihc  prophet.      They  are  fed  no  the  gold< 
harley  of  Yemen,  tnixed    with  spices,  and  M-ilh  ■ 
portion  of  Jried  sheep's  flesh.     Kings  have  preti 
vinces  to  possen  them,  and  ifaeir  age  is  active  u 
yoiiili.      Thou,  Nnzarene,  art  the  first,  save  a  true 
lievcr,  that  ever  had  beneath  his   lotna  one  of  Uhs  t 
race,  a  gift  of  tlie  prophet  himself  to  the  blc».ed 
his  kinsmnn  and  lieuteDHnt,  well  called  the  Uon  ot 
Time  lays  his  touch  so  lightly  on  these  generous  Hi 
that  llic  mare  on  which  ihou  now  sittesl  has  seen 
timL's  five  years  pass  over  her,  yet  retains  her 
epeed  nod  vigour,  only  Itiat  in  ihe  career  the  »irj>p<in 
a  bridle,  munaged  ly  a   hand  more  oxpcricnced 
thine,  halh  now  become  necessary.     Slay  the  pn_ 
be  blessed,  vvho  hatli  bestowed  on  tho  true  bclteircm 
means  of  advance  and  retreat,  nhieh  eausctli  their  in 
^^^thcd   enemies  lo  ho  worn  out  wilh  their  o«d  puod 
^Htts  woiglil !     How  the  horses  of  yonder  do^  Tempi 
pBKust  have   snorted    and   blown,  when    they  bad  u3 
"  wtlock-deep  in  the  desert  for  one-Iwcntieih  part  ot  I 
space  which  these  brave  stocds  have  left  bchitul  ibc 
trithout  one  thick  pant,  or  a  drop  of  moUture  upoa  A 
aleck  and  velvet  coats  !" 

Tito  Scottish  Knight,  who  had  now  begun  to  ifCM 
his  breath  and  powers  of  aliention,  could  not  help  I 
Itnowledging  io  his  heart  the  advantage  possef^ccl  by  Ux 
Eastern  ivarriors  in  a  race  of  animals,  alike  proper  I 
advunce  or  retreat,  and  so  admirably  adajiled  to  l)i«  Be 
and  sandy  deserts  of  Arabia  and  Syria.  But  Iw;  did 
clioose  lo  nugment  the  pride  of  the  Moslem  by  acquit 
ing  in  his  proud  claim  of  superiority,  and  therufore  tut 
ed  the  conversation  lo  drop,  and,  looking  aroiuid  h 
•could  now,  nt  v\\e  tnote  \iwii&ftiu«  ^ace  at  whirb  ll 
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The  Uighted  borders,  and  sullen  waters  or  the  Deed 
Sea,  (he  ragged  and  precipitous  chain  of  mountaiofl 
arising  on  the  left,  the  iwo  or  three  palms  clustered 
together,  forming  tlie  single  green  speck  on  the  bosom  of 
the  waste  wilderness, — objects  nbicb,  once  seen,  were 
scBTTcIy  to  be  forgotten, — showed  to  Sir  Kenneth  that 
they  were  approaching  the  fountain  called  ibc  Diamond 
of  the  Desert,  which  had  been  the  scene  of  his  interview 
oa  ■  former  occasion  with  the  Saracen  Emir  Sheerkohf, 
or  Ilderim.  In  a  feiu  minutes  they  cliecked  their  horses 
beside  the  spring,  and  the  ilakim  invited  Sir  Kenneth  to 
descend  from  borsoback,  and  repose  himself  as  in  a 
place  of  safety.  They  unbridled  their  steeds,  El  Ha-  * 
kim  observing  that  farther  care  of  tbem  was  unnecessary, 
nnce  tliey  would  be  speedily  joined  by  some  of  the  best 
mounted  among  his  slaves,  who  would  do  what  farther 
■ras  needful.    > 

*'  Meantime,"  he  said,  spreading  some  food  on  the 
grass,  "  eat  and  drink,  and  be  not  discouraged.  Fortune 
ut»j  raise  up  or  abase  the  ordinary  mortal,  but  the  sage 
■nd  the  soldier  should  have  minds  beyond  her  control." 
The  Scottish  Kniglit  endeavoured  to  testify  his  thanks 
by  showing  himself  docile ;  but  thougb  be  strove  to  eat 
Dut  of  complaisance,  the  singular  contrast  between  hia 
present  situation,  and  that  which  he  had  occupied  on  the 
Mme  spot,  when  the  envoy  of  princes,  and  the  victor  in 
combat,  came  like  a  cloud  over  his  mind,  and  fasting, 
fciutude,  and  fatigue,  oppressed  his  bodily  powers.  £l 
Sakim  examined  his  hurried  pulse,  bis  red  and  inflamed 
^e,  his  heated  hand,  and  his  shortened  respiration. 
'  "  The  mind,"  he  said,  "  grows  wise  by  watching,  but 
ker  sister  the  body,  of  coarser  materials,  needs  the 
Mipport  of  repose.  Thou  must  sleep  ;  and  that  thou 
toay'st  do  so  to  refreshment,  ttiou  must  take  a  draught 
Uiigled  iridi  (his  elixir." 

He  drew  from  his  bosom  a  small  cryiital  vial,  cared  io 
Stcf  filigree-work,  and  dropped  into  a  little  ^oldea 
KSuking-cup  a  small  jwition  of  a  dai1t-co\ouic&  ^\u&. 
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"TIlis,"  he  said,  "is  one  of  those  prod  uc  lions  which 
Alia  hath   sent  on  eanli  for  a  blessing,  ilrough  mu'i 
weakness  and  wickedness  have  sometimes  converted  it 
into  a  ciirsp.      li  is  ponerful  as  llic   nine-cup  of  the 
Nazarcne  to  drop  the  curtain  on  the  sleepless  eye,  lad 
to  relieve  the  bnnlcn  of  the  overloaded  bowm  ;  but  »bea  , 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  indulgence  and  dcbaiiclierv,  it  j 
rends  the   nerves,  destroys    tlie  strength,  weakens  the  / 
intellect,  and  undermines  life.      But  fear  not  thou  to  I 
use  its  virtues  in  the  time  of  need,  for  the  wise  rosn  I 
ivarms  liim  by  the  same  firebrand  widi  which  the  madniu  ' 
burneih  the  tcnl."' 

*'  I  have  seen  too  much  of  ihy  skill,  sage   Hakim," 
said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  to  debate  thine  best ;"  and  snallos- 1 
ed  the  narcotic,  mingled  as  it  was  with  some  water  fnxi  | 
the  spring,  then  wrapped  liim  in  the  haik,  or  Arab  cioik.  I 
wbicli  had  been  fastened    to  his  sad  die- pommel,  ariJ 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  physician,  sirelrbfdl 
himself  at  ease  In  the  shade  to  awah  the  promised  ^^l 
pose.     Sleep  came  not  at  first,  but  in  her  stead  a  tnal 
of   pleasing  yet  not  rousing  or  awakening   scnEaiknl  ■ 
A  state  ensued,  in  which,  still  conscious  of  his  en  □  idrt-I 
tity  and  his  o»n  condition,  the  knight  fell  enabled  il  ;, 
consider  Ihcm  not  only  whiiout  alarm  and  sorrow,  bui  ( 
conipfisediv  ns  he  niislii  have  viewed  the  stnrrofb 
misfortunes  acted  upon  a  stage,  or  rather  as  a  diseair/t-. 
died  spirit  might  regard  the  transactions  of  its  put* 
isiencp.      From  (his  stale  of  repose,  an^ounilng  t 
to  apatliy  respecting  the  past,  his  thoughts  were  c 
forward  to  the  future,  which,  in  spite  of  all  thatei 
to  over-cloud  the  projpect,  glittered  with  such  hu 
imdcr  much  happier  auspices  his  unstimulated  imapoH 
had  not  hoon  ahie  to  produce,  even  in   its  most  "if^'  — 
state.      Liberty,  fame,  successful  love,  appeared  IqIk.v 
the  ctriaiii,  and  not  very  distent  prospect,  of  the  enif 
exile,  ilic  di«tinnonrod    kiiiiiht,  cvtn  of  the  dcfpi 
lover,  u\w  \ui\  \iWvA  Uis  hopes  of  happincsfi  so  i** 
yof.d  the  pros\ittv  i^  t\\?.v\t'.',\w\\«  ■«^«xt.  \;cs^ 
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tual  sight  became  overclouded,  tliese  gay  visions 
le  obscure,  like  the  dying  hues  of  sunset,  until  they 
at  last  lost  in  total  oblivion  ;  and  Sir  Kenneth  lay 
ded  at  the  (eet  of  £1  Hakim,  to  all  appearance,  but 
s  deep  respiration,  as  inanimate  a  Pprpse,  as  if  life 
ctually  departed.    >'^*P"^  /    iv  \ 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

I^lid  iheM  wild  scenes  EnchaDtment  waves  her  hand. 
1  o  chang'o  Uic  face- of  the  ni3'Stcri<ius  land ; 
Till  the  bc.wiidoruig  scenes  around  us  iteeni 
llie  vain  productions  of  a  icven.4i  dream. 

AsU^jiiWf  a  Romance. 

EN  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard  awoke  from  his 
nd  profound  repose,  he  found  himself  in  circum- 
s  so  different  from  those  in  wliich  he  had  Iain  down 
!p,  tliat  he  doubted  whether  he  was  not  still  dream- 
er wiiether  tlie  scene  had  not  been  changed  by 
.  Instead  of  the  damp  grass,  he  lay  on  a  couch 
•re  than  Oriental  luxury,  and  some  kind  hands  had, 
;  his  repose,  stripped  him  of  the  cassock  of  chamois 
be  wore  under  his  armour,  and  substituted  a  night 
of  the  finest  linen,  and  a  loose  gown  of  silk.  He 
sen  canopied  only  by  the  palm-trees  of  the  desert, 
>w  he  lay  beneath  a  silken  pavilion,  which  blazed 
he  richest  colours  of  the  Chinese  loom,  while  a 
curtain  of  gauze,  displayed  around  his  couch,  was 
ated  to  protect  his  repose  from  the  insects,  to  which 
1,  ever  since  his  arrival  in  these  cUmates,  been  a 
nt  and  passive  prey.  He  looked  around,  as  if  to 
ice  himself  tliat  he  was  actually  awake,  and  all  that 
ineath  his  eye  partook  of  tlie  splendour  of  his  dor- 
\  A  portable  bath  of  cedar,  lined  \\\\Vi  ^Av^^^^"^^ 
tot  U3e,  and  steamed  with  the  oAo\^ts  vi\\\OcvV^^ 
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bepn  U5P(I  In  prepniing  it.  On  «  Fmall  stand  of  rbfl 
beside  lite  couch,  stood  a  silver  vn»e,  containing  »ii 
of  ihe  most  cjcqiiisllc  ijiialiiy,  cold  iis  snow,  and  v 
Ihe  Ihirsi  that  rollotved  llie  use  of  lh«  Mronc  nareotir 
dered  pccntiorty  delicions.  Still  fnnher  lo  dl'jtct  dw  . 
dregs  of  inloxiciilion  which  it  lind  left  behind,  llie  Lnishl  I 
resolved  to  use  the  bath,  and  esperiented  iu  doing  son  \ 
delightful  refreshinenl-  Having  diitd  himself  nithnap-  | 
kins  of  the  Indian  wool,  he  would  willing)}-  have  ttsumsd  | 
his  own  coai-^e  garmenis,  that  he  might  go  forth  to  m  j 
whether  the  world  was  as  much  changed  niiboura 
within  the  place  of  his  repose.  These,  however,  wDM 
nonhcre  to  be  seen,  but  in  their  place  he  found  a  S»^| 
cen  dress  of  rich  materials,  with  sabre  and  pDi)taid,n^| 
lU  befitting  nn  Emir  of  diainction.  He  wa*  ibb^l 
suggest  no  motive  lo  himself  for  this  t-xuberanee  ^M 
csrc,  excepting  B  suspicion  tbat  these  attentions  MlH 
intended  to  aUake  hint  in  his  religious  profi'ssion,  ai  i^M 
deed  it  was  well  known  that  the  high  esteem  of  the  E^| 
ropean  knowledge  and  courage,  made  ili«  SfM^H 
unbounded  in  his  gifts  to  those,  who,  having  beccuml^| 

Erisoners,  bad  been  induced  to  lake  the  tnrbxn.  ^H 
ienneth,  therefore,  crossing  blmself  devoutly,  r'^^^H 
to  set  all  such  snnres  at  defiance ;  and  that  he  aU^^M 
so  the  more  firmly,  conscientiously  determme^^^^^| 
himself  as  ninderstely  ns  possible  of  t^e  alt^^^^^^| 
luxuries  thus  liberally  heaped  upon  liini.  SlilU^^^^H 
he  felt  bis  head  oppressed  and  sleepy,  and  *1^^^^^| 
tliat  his  undress  was  not  fit  for  appearing  >l^^^^^| 
reclined  upon  the  couch,  and  was  again  locIi^^^^^H 
trms  of  slumber.  ~  ^^^^^| 

But  this  lime  his  rest  was  not  unbroken  ;  for  Wi^H 
twakencd  by  the  voice  of  the  physicinu  nt  ilie  4>^| 
of  the  tent,  inquiring  after  Ins  healrli,  and  nhetherbeh^H 
rested  suflieieiuly. — "  Ulny  I  enter  your  tent  ?"  beCi^H 
eluded,  "  for  ihc  rurtain  is  drnnn  before  the  entranM^f 
"  The  miisVuc  "    rt^itted  Sir  KcnncUi,  dclcttaiaoi^^ 
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own  condition,  ^^  need  demand  no  permission  to  enter 
the  tent  of  the  slave." 

"  But  if  I  come  not  as  a  master  ?"  said  El  Hakimi 
still  without  entering. 

"  The  physician,"  aaswered  the  Knight,  "  hath  free 
access  to  the  bedside  of  his  patient." 

"  Neither  come  I  now  as  a  physician,"  replied  El 
Hakim  ;  ^*  and  therefore  I  still  request  permission,  ere  I 
come  under  the  covering  of  thy  tent." 

"  Whoever  comes  as  a  friend,"  said  Sir  Kcnnethi 
"  and  such  thou  hast  hitherto  sliovvn  thyself  to  mc^  the 
habitation  of  the  friend  is  ever  open  to  him." 

"  Yet  once  again,"  said  the  Eastern  sage,  after  the 
periphrastical  manner  of  his  countrymen,  '^  supposing 
that  I  come  not  as  a  friend  ?" 

"  Come  as  thou  wilt,"  said  the  Scottish  knight, 
somewhat  impatient  of  this  circumlocution, — '^  be  what 
thou  wilt — thou  knowest  well  it  is  neither  in  my  power 
Dor  my  inclination  to  refuse  thee  entrance." 

"  I  come,  then,"  said  El  Hakim,  "  as  your  ancient 
foe  ;  but  a  fair  and  a  generous  one." 

He  entered  as  he  spoke  ;  and  when  he  stood  before 
the  bedside  of  Sir  Kenneth,  the  voice  continued  to  be 
that  of  Adonbec  the  Arabian  physician,  but  the  form« 
dress,  and  features,  were  those  of  Ilderim  of  Kurdistan^ 
called  Sheerkohf.  Sir  Kennctli  gazed  upon  him,  as  if 
he  expected  the  vision  to  depart,  like  something  created 
by  his  imagination. 

*'  Dotii  it  so  surprise  thee,"  said  Ilderim,  "  and  thou 
an  approved  warrior,  to  see  that  a  soldier  knows  some- 
what of  the  art  of  healing  f — 1  say  to  Uiee,  Nazarene, 
that  an  accomplished  cavalier  should  know  how  to  dress 
Ilia  steed  as  well  as  how  to  rido  hun  ;  how  to  forge  his 
sword  upon  tlie  stithy,  as  well  as  how  to  use  it  in  battle ; 
liow  to  burnish  his  arms,  as  well  as  how  to  wear  them  ; 
«nd,  above  all,  how  to  cure  wounds  as  well  as  bow  to 
inflict  them." 
t  54*  .  VOL.  w. 
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As  be  spoke,  tbe  Christian  knight  repeatedly  shut  his 

Ses,  and  while  they  remained  closed,  the  idea  of  the 
Eikim,  with  his  long  flowing  dark  robes,  high  tartar  cap, 
and  grave  gestures,  was  present  to  bis  imagination ;  but 
so  soon  as  he  opened  them,  the  graceful  and  richly^gem- 
med  turban,  fhe  light  hauberk  of  steel  rings  entwisted 
with  silver,  which  glanced  brilliantly  as  it  obeyed  every 
inflection  of  the  body,  the  features  freed  firom  their 
formal  expression,  less  swarthy,  and  no  longer  sliadoved 
by  the  mass  of  hair,  (now  limited  to  a  well-trimmed 
beard,)  announced  the  soldier  and  not  the  sage. 

"  Art  thou  still  so  much  surprised,"  said  the  Eair, 
*'  and  hast  tliou  walked  in  the  world  with  such  linle 
observance,  as  to  wonder  that  men  are  not  always  whit 
they  seem  ? — Thou  thyself — art  thou  what  thou  seem* 
est?** 

"No,  by  Saint  Andrew!"  exclaimed  tlie  knigbt; 
*'  for,  to  the  whole  Christian  camp  I  seem  a  traitor,  and 
]  know  myself  to  be  a  true,  though  an  erring  man." 

"  Even  so  I  judged  thee,"  said  Ilderim,  "  and  as  we 
had  eaten  salt  together,  I  deemed  myself  bound  to  rescue 
thee  from  death  and  contumely. — But  wherefore  lie  jqq 
still  on  your  couch,  since  the  sun  is  high  in  tlie  heavens  f 
or  are  the  vestments  which  my  sumptcr-camels  have 
aflbrded   unworthy  of  your  wearing  ?" 

"  Not  unworthy,  surely,  but  unfitting  for  it,"  replied 
the  Scot ;  '^  give  me  tlie  dress  of  a  slave,  noble  Ilderimi 
and  I  Will  don  it  with  pleasure ;  but  1  cannot  brodi:  to 
wear  the  habit  of  the  free  Eastern  warrior,  with  the  tur- 
ban of  the  Moslem." 

"  Nazarenc,"  answered  ilie  Emir,  "  thy  nation  ao 
easily  entertain  suspicion,  that  it  may  well  render  them* 
selves  suspected.  Have  I  not  told  thee  that  Saladii 
desires  no  converts  saving  those  whom  the  holy  prophtfj 
shall  dispose  to  submit  themselves  to  his  law  ?  violencij 
and  bribery  arc  alike  alien  to  his  plan  for  extendii 
the  true  faith.  Hearken  to  me,  my  brother.  WhflJ 
the  blind  m^itv  \n?l^  ve^x^tviNovx'^^  ^i^^^ced  fo  ^gjbtf 
scales  dropped  horn  \v»  c^^^^V'^^XSvi^BEifc 
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think'st  thou  that  any  earthly  leech  could  have  removed 
them  f  No.  Such  mcdiciner  might  have  tormented  the 
patient  with  his  instruments,  or  perhaps  soothed  him 
with  his  balsams  and  cordials,  but  dark  as  he  was  must 
the  darkened  man  have  remained  ;  and  it  is  even  so  with 
the  blindness  of  the  understanding.  If  there  be  those 
among  the  Franks,  who,  for  the  sake  of  worldly  lucre, 
have  assumed  the  turban  of  the  prophet,  and  followed 
the  laws  of  Islam,  with  tlieir  own  consciences  be  the 
blame.  Themselves  sought  out  the  bait — it  was  not 
flung  to  them  by  the  Soldan.  And  when  they  shall 
hereafter  be  sentenced,  as  hypocrites,  to  the  lowest  gulf 
of  hell,  below  Christian  and  Jew,  magician  and  idolater, 
and  condemned  to  eat  the  fruit  of  the  tree  Yacoun, 
which  is  the  heads  of  demons — to  themselves,  not  to  the 
Soldan,  shall  their  guilt  and  their  punishment  be  attribu- 
ted. Wherefore  wear,  without  doubt  or  sbrupic,  tlie 
resture  prepared  for  you,  since,  if  you  proceed  to  the 
camp  of  Saladin,  your  own  lyitive  dress  will  expose  you 
Co  troublesome  observation,  and  perhaps  to  insult." 

*•  JjT  I  go  to  the  camp  of  Saladin  f "  said  Sir  Kenneth, 
repeating  the  words  of  the  Euiir  ;  '*  Alas  !  am  I  a  free 
agent,  and  rather  must  I  not  go  wherever  your  pleasure 
carries  me  .^" 

*•  Thine  own  will  may  guide  thine  own  motions,"  said 
the  Emir,  ^'  as  freely  as  the  wind  which  moveth  the 
dust  of  the  desert  in  what  direction  it  chooseth.   The 
noble  enemy  who  met,  and  well  nigh  mastered  my  sword, 
cannot  become  my  slave  like  him  who  has  crouched  be- 
neath it.     If  wealth  and  power  would  tempt  thee  to  join 
our  people,  I  could  ensure  thy  possessing  them  ;    but 
'    the  man  who  refused  the  favours  of  the  Soldan,  when 
^   the  axe  was  at  his  head,  will  not,  I  fear,  now  accept 
^ '  them,  wnen  I  tell  him  he  has  his  free  choice." 
,        **  Complete  your  generosity,  noble   Emir,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth,  ^^  by  forbearing  to  show  me  a  mode  of  requi- 
tal, which  conscience  forbids  me  to  comply  with.     Per- 
me  rather  to  express,  as  bound  m  eoutve^^^vccj  ^^^^ 
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itude  for  this  most  chivalrous  bounty,  this  ud< 
generosity." 

"Say  not  undeserved,"  replied  the  Emir  liderim; 
"  was  it  not  through  tliy  conversation,  and  thy  iccoubI 
of  the  beauties  which  grace  the  court  oftLcMelecbRic, 
that  1  ventured  me  thither  in  disguise,  and  thereby  pro- 
cured a  sight  tlie  most  blessed  tliat  1  have  ever  enjoyed 
—that  I  ever  shall  enjoy,  until  the  gleries  of  Paradise 
beam  on  my  eyes  ?" 

"  1  understand  you  not,"  said  Sir  Kenneiht  colouring 
alternately,  and  turning  pale,  as  one  nlio  felt  that  ibe 
conversation  was  taking  a  tone  of  llie  most  painful  del- 
icacy. 

"  Not  understand  me!"  exclaimed  the  Emir.  "If 
the  sight  I  saiv  in  the  tent  of  King  Richard  escaped  thine 
observation,  I  will  account  it  duller  than  the  edge  of  > 
buffoon's  wooden  falrhion.  True,  liiou  wen  under  sen- 
tence of  dciiili  at  ilie  lime  ;  hut,  in  my  case,  had  my  head 
been  dropphig  from  the  trunk,  the  last  strained  glances  of 
my  eye'halls  had  distinguished  wiiii  delight  such  a  vi^iroa 
of  loveliness,  and  the  head  would  have  rolled  itself  to- 
wards llie  iiicnmjiiirabtc  houris,  lo  kiss  wiili  its  quiver- 
ing lips  the  hem  of  ihcir  vestments. — Yonder  royahy  of 
England,  wiio  for  her  sujierior  loveliness  deserves  to  bo 
Queen  of  the  universe — what  tenderness  in  her  hlua 
eye — what  lustre  in  her  tresses  of  dishevelled  gold  !— 
By  the  tomb  of  the  propliet,  [  scarce  tliiuk  that  (he  houri 
who  shall  present  to  me  the  diamond  cup  of  imniortahir, 
will  deserve  so  warm  a  caress  !" 

"  Saracen,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  slendy,  "  thou  speak- 
est  of  the  wife  of  Ulchard  of  England,  of  whom  men 
think  not  am]  speak  not  as  a  woman  to  he  won,  but  as  a 
Queen  lobe  revered." 

"  1  cry  you  mercy,"  said  the  Saracen.  "  I  had  for- 
gotten  your  superstitious  veneration  for  the  sex,  wbicb 
you  consider  rather  fit  to  he  wondered  at  and  woi 
ped,  than  woovd  and  (>ossfSsed.  1  warrant,  since 
exactcst  suc\i  \>t<ifo\in4  ^fcw^^:\  vu  •jtw.i*;.^  vender  | 
of  frailtv,  w\\osc  eve^  movvoxv,  wr'j^^ux^VjOs.^Nk.i 
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her  rerj  woman,  less  than  absolute  adoration  must  not 
be  yielded  to  her  of  the  dark  tresses,  and  nobly  speak- 
ing eye.  SAe,  indeed,  I  will  allow,  hatli  in  her  noble 
port  and  majestic  mien  something  at  once  pure  and  fiim 
—yet  even  she,  when  pressed  by  opportunity  and  a  for- 
ward lover,  would,  I  warrant  thee,  thank  him  in  her  heart, 
rather  for  treating  her  as  a  mortal  than  as  a  goddess." 

*^  Respect  the  kinswoman  of  Coeur  de  Lion !"  said 
Sir  Kenneth,  in  a  tone  of  unrepressed  anger. 

"  Respect  her  !"  answered  the  Emir,  in  scorn — "  by 
the  Caaba,  and  if  I  do,  it  shall  be  rathef  as  the  bride  of 
Saladin." 

^*  The  infidel  Soldan  is  unworthy  to  salute  even  a  spot 
that  has  been  pressed  by  tlie  foot  of  Edith  Plantagenet  !'* 
exclaimed  the  Christian,  springing  from  his  couch. 

**  Ha  !  what  said  the  Giaour  i^"  exclaimed  tlie  Emir, 
laying  his  hand  on  his  poniard  hilt,  while  his  forehead 
glowed  like  glancing  copper,  and  the  muscles  of  his  lips 
and  cheeks  wrought  till  each  curl  of  his  beard  seemed  to 
twist  and  screw  itself,  as  if  alive  with  instinctive  wratli. 
But  the  Scottish  Knight,  who  had  stood  the  lion-anger 
of  Richard,  was  unappalled  at  the  tiger-Uke  mood  of  the 
chafed  Saracen. 

f*  What  1  have  said,**  continued  Sir  Kenneth,  with 
folded  arms  and  dauntless  look,  '<  I  would,  were  my  hands 
loose,  maintain  on  foot  or  horseback  against  all  mortals ; 
and  would  hold  it  not  the  most  memorable  deed  of  my 
life  to  support  it  with  my  good  broadsword  against  a  score 
of  these  sickles  and  bodkins,"  pointing  at  tlie  curved 
'  sabre  and  small  poniard  of  the  Emir. 

The  Saracen  recovered  his  composure  as  the 
Christian  spoke,  so  far  as  to  withdraw  his  hand  from  his 
weapon,  as  if  the  motion  had  been  without  meaning  ; 
but  still  continued  in  deep  ire. 

**  By  the  sword  of  the  prophet,"  he  said,  "  which  is 
the  key  both  of  heaven  and  hell,  he  little  values  his  own 
life,  brother,  who  uses  tlie  language  thou  dost !     Believe 
me,  that  were  thine  hands  loose,  as  l\\ovk  Xetvc^^xxv^^^^^ 
inw  believer  would  find  them  so  raue^  V>  ^^^^^ 
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tboa  would'st  soon  wish  them  fettered  again  in 
of  iron." 

"  SoMier  would  I  wish  them  hewn  offby  the  shoulder- 
blades,"  replied  Sir  Keuneth. 

"  Well.  Thy  hands  are  bound  at  present,"  said  iba 
Saracen,  in  a  more  amicable  tone,  "  bound  hj  ifama 
own  gentle  sense  of  courtesy,  nor  have  I  any  present 
purpose  of  selling  them  at  liberty.  We  have  proved 
each  other's  strength  and  courage  ere  now,  and  we  may 
again  meet  in  a  fair  field  ; — and  shame  befall  him  nho 
(hall  be  the  first  to  part  from  his  foeman  I  But  now  m 
are  friends,  and  I  look  for  aid  from  thee,  rather  than  haid 
terms  or  defiances." 

"  We  are  friends,"  repeated  the  knight ;  and  tliere 
was  a  pause,  during  n-bich  the  fiery  Saracen  paced  tbe 
tent  like  the  lion,  who,  after  violent  irritalion,  is  said  to 
lake  that  method  of  cooling  the  distempcrature  of  hii 
blood,  ere  be  stretches  himself  to  repose  in  his  den. 
The  colder  Eurojican  remained  unaltered  in  posture  and 
aspect ;  yet  he,  doubtless,  was  also  engaged  in  subduing 
the  angry  feelings  which  had  been  so  unexpectedly 
awakened. 

"Let  u3  reason  of  this  calmly,"  said  the  Saracen; 
"  I  am  a  physician,  as  thou  know'st,  and  it  is  written,  thai 
be  who  would  have  bis  wound  cured,  must  not  shrink 
when  the  leech  probes  and  tents  it.  Seest  ibou,  1  am 
about  to  lay  my  finger  on  the  sure.  Thou  lovest  ihb 
kinswoman  of  the  Metech  Ric — Unfold  tbe  veil  tbit 
ehrouds  thy  tlioughis — or  unfold  it  not  if  thou  wilt,  for 
mine  eyes  see  through  its  coverings." 

**  I  loved  her,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  after  a  paoie, 
"  as  a  man  love^Heaven's  grace,  and  sued  for  her  favour 
like  a  sinner  for  Heaven's  pardon." 

"  And  you  love  her  no  longer?"  said  the  Saracen. 

"  Alas,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  "  1  am  no  longer 
worthy  to  love  her. — I  pray  ihee  cease  this  discount— 
thy  words  are  poniards  to  me." 

'*  Pardon  me  Wv  ^  nvwvi«.v«.^'    i»n9oiauAd  IMm^ 
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and  so  highly  Gx  thine  affectioD,  tell  me,  hadst  thou  good 
hope  of  its  issue  ?" 

*^  Love  exists  not  without  hope,"  replied  the  knight ; 
**  but  mine  was  as  nearly  allied  to  despair,  as  that  of  the 
sailor  swimming  for  his  life,  who,  as  he  surmounts  billow 
after  billow,  catches  by  intervals  some  gleam  of  the  dis- 
tant beacon,  which  shows  him  there  is  land  in  sight, 
though  his  sinking  heart  and  wearied  limbs  assure  him 
that  he  shall  never  reach  it." 

"  And  now,"  said  Ilderim,  "  these  hopes  are  sunk — 
that  solitary  light  is  quenched  for  ever  ?" 

"  For  ever,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  in  the  tone  of  an 
echo  from  the  bosom  of  a  ruined  sepulchre. 

''  Mcthinks,"  said  the  Saracen,  '^  if  all  thou  lackest 
were  some  such  distant  meteoric  glimpse  of  happiness 
as  thou  hadst  formerly,,  thy  beacon-light  might  be  re- 
kindled, thy  hope  fished  up  from  the  ocean  in  which  it 
has  sunk,  and  thou  thyself,  good  knight,  restored  to  the 
exercise  and  amusement  of  nourishing  thy  fantastic  pas- 
sion upon  a  diet  as  unsubstantial  as  moonlight ;  for,  if  thou 
stood'st  to-morrow  fair  in  reputation  as  ever  thou  wert, 
she  whom  thou  lovest  will  not  be  less  the  daughter  of 
princes,  and  the  elected  bride  of  Saladin." 

^*  I  would  it  so  stood,'^  said  the  Scot,  "  and  if  I  did 
not—" 

He  stopt  short,  like  a  man  who  is  afraid. of  boasting, 
under  circumstances  which  did  not  permit  his  being  put 
to.  the- test.  The  Saracen  smiled  as  he  concluded  the 
sentence. 

^*  Thou  wouldst  challenge  the  Soldan  to  single  com- 
bat ?"  said  he. 

"  And  if  1  did,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  haughtily,  "  Sala- 
din's  would  neither  be.  the  first  nor  the  best  turban  that  1 
have  couched  lance  at." 

*^  Ay,  but  methinks  the  Soldan  might  regard  it  as  too 
unequal  a  mode  of  perilling  the  chance  of  a  royal  bride, 
and  the  event  of  a  great  war,"  said  the  Etnir. 
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"  He  may  be  met  with  in  ihe  froot  of  baiUc,"  said  tba 
knight,  his  eyes  gleaming  wiili  tlie  ideas  which  nicfa  a 
draught  inspired. 

"  He  has  been  ever  found  there,"  said  Ilderim ;  "  nor 
is  it  Ills  wont  (o  turn  lus  horse's  head  from  any  bnve 
•encounter. — But  it  was  not  of  tlie  Soldan  thai  I  nieaiil 
lo  speak.  In  a  word,  if  it  will  content  thee  lo  he  placed 
in  such  reputation  as  may  be  attained  by  detection  of 
Ihe  thief  who  stole  itie  Ilanner  of  England,  1  can  put 
(hee  in  a  fair  way  of  aciiicving  ibis  task — that  is,  if  ibou 
wilt  be  governed  ;  for  what  says  Lokntan,  If  the  child 
would  walk,  the  nurse  must  lead  him — if  the  ignonK 
would  understand,  the  wise  must  instruct." 

"  And  thou  art  wise,  Ilderim,"  said  the  Scot,  "  wise 
though  a  Saracen,  and  generous,  though  an  iafidel.  I 
have  witnessed  that  lliou  art  both.  Take,  then,  the 
giiidanrc  of  this  matter  ;  and  so  tliou  ask  nothing  of  nK 
contrary  to  my  loyalty  and  my  Christian  faith,  1  wiU 
obey  thec;iiiiicliially.  Do  what  lliou  hast  said,  and  take 
my  life  when  it  is  accomplished." 

"  Listen  thou  lo  me,  then,"  said  tlie  Saracen.  "Thy 
Doble  hound  is  now  recovered,  by  the  blessing  of  that  di- 
vine mcdicl.ie  which  healeth  man  and  beast,  and  by  his 
sagacity  shall  those  who  assailed  him  be  discovered." 

"Ha  !"  said  the  knight, — "  methinks  ]  comprehend 
thee — I  was  dull  not  lo  think  of  this  ! — " 

"  But  tell  me,"  added  the  Emir,  "  hast  thou  any  fol- 
lowers or  retainers  in  the  camp,  by  whom  the  anunal  may 
be  known  .'" 

"  1  dismissod,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  my  old  atteodant, 
thy  pnlient,  with  a  varlct  that  waited  on  him,  at  the  tima 
when  I  expected  to  suffer  death,  giving  him  letters  for 
my  friends  in  Scotland — there  are  none  other  to  whom 
tlie  dog  is  familiar.  But  thi^n  my  own  person  is  writ 
known — my  very  speech  will  betray  me,  in  a  camp  whei* 
1  have  plnyed  no  mean  part  for  many  months," 

"  Both  he  and  thou  shall  be  disguised,  so  as  lo  escapi 
even  close  exan\\na\\<in. — V  XtWvWt "  said  the  Saracam 
"  that  not  X\\y  bto\ivet  m  «nw.-^MA.'&:i\i's(&a«. 
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— sbalt  discover  tliee,  if  thou  be  guided  by  my  counsels. 
Thou  hast  seen  me  do  matters  more  difficult — he  that 
can  call  the  dying  from  the  darkness  of  tlie  shadow  of 
death,  can  easily  cast  a  mijt  before  the  eyes  of  the  living. 
But  mark  me — there  is  still  the  condition  annexed  to  this 
service,  that  thou  deliver  a  letter  of  Saladin  to  the  neice 
oftheMelechRic,  whose  name  is  as  difficult  to  our  Eastern 
tongue  and  lips,  as  her  beauty  is  delightful  to  our  eyes.** 

Sir  Kenneth  paused  before  he  answered,  and  jhe  Sar- 
acen observing  his  hesitation,  demanded  of  him,  '^  if  he 
feared  to  undertake  this  message  ?" 

"  Not  if  there  were  death  in  the  execution,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth  ;  "  I  do  but  pause  to  consider  whether  it  con- 
sists with  my  hononr  to  bear  the  letter  of  the  Soldan,  or 
with  that  of  the  Lady  Edith,  to  receive  it  from  a  heatlien 
prince." 

**  By  the  head  of  Mahommcd,  and  by  the  honour  of  a 
soldier — by  the  tomb  at  Mecca,  and  by  the  soul  of  my 
fatlier,"  said  the  Emir,  "  I  swear  to  thee  that  the  letter 
is  written  in  all  honour  and  respect.  The  song  of  the 
nightingale  will  sooner  blight  the  rose-bower  she  loves, 
than  will  the  words  of  the  Soldan  offend  the  ears  of  the 
lovely  kinswoman  of  England." 

"  Then,"  said  the  knight,  "  I  will  bear  the  Soldan's 
letter  faithfully,  as  if  I  were  his  born  vassal ; — under- 
standing, that  beyond  this  simple  act  of  service,  which  I 
will  render  with  fidelity,  from  me  of  all  men  he  can  least 
expect  mediation  or  advice  in  this  his  strange  love-suit." 

"  Saladin  is  noble,"  answered  the  Emir,  "  and  wiU 
not  spur  a  generous  horse  to  a  leap  which  he  cannot 
achieve. — Come  with  me  to  my  tent,"  he  added,  "  and 
thou  shalt  be  presently  equipped  with  a  disguise  as  un- 
searchable as  midnight ;  so  thou  may'st  walk  the  camp  of 
the  Nazarenes  as  if  thou  hadst  on  tliy  finger  the  signet 
of  Giaougi."* 

■  Perhaps  ihe  tame  with  Gyged. 
35      YOL,    JI. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

-  —  ■-  A  crain of  du4 

Soiling'aiir  cup,  hlII  mnkr  cMirirnfte  r^r4 
PutidiMisly  ItH)  drnugfil  «•  kicb  v  c  dUl  thin)  b  i 
A  ti^Usil  Dail,plu«d  imr  lb«  Ciilhfiil  RHn|Mias, 

Williway  Ufrum  Ibr  imih,  mndwrwkihc  luxwy. 
Even  lli»  mibII  »un  of  ■»(;«  rind  riitgusi 

mis  of  mnii/ 'loiiiyn  (iriiic««, 
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The  reader  can  now  have  I'tule  doubt  wbo  the  I 
pian  slave  really  was,  with  what  purpose  he  had  » 
Richard's  camp,  and  wJlerefore  and  ivUh  '  '  '  . 
DOW  stood  close  to  the  person  of  that  Monarch,  as.n 
rounded  by  his  valiant  peers  of  Englaud  and  Noi 
Coeordc  Lion  stood  on  the  sumniii  of  Saint  Gee 
Mount,  wiih  ilie  Banner  of  England  by  lus  side,  b 
by  the  most  goodly  person,  in  the  army,  being  bitfll 
natural  broiber,  William  with  the  Long  Sword,  F 
'Salisbury,  the  offspring  of  Henry  ilie  Second's  ai» 
■hrith  the  celebrntcd  Rosamond  of  Woodstock. 
Pp-  From  several  expressions  in  the  Kind's  conrereUtM  J 
*"wKh  Neville  on  the  preceding  day,  the  Xubian  n 
in  anxious  doubt  whether  his  disE:uise  had  not  bee 
etrated,  especially  as  that  tlie  King  seemed  to  be  mm 
in  what  manner  the  agency  of  the  dog  v 
discover  the  thief  who  stole  the  Banner,  although  ibi'i 
cumsiance  of  such  nn  animal's  havine  been  vronndedri 
the  occasion,  had  been  scarce  menliooed  in  Ridur" 
presence.  Me^-ertheless,  as  the  King  eontinum)  to  li 
him  in  no  other  mBiiner  than  his  exterior  rcnuin 
Nubian  remained  uncertain  whelber  bo  was  j>r^ 

[iscovered,  and  dc\«r^nt 
lunlarily. 
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Meanwiiile,  the  powers  of  the  various  crusading  prin- 
ces, arrayed  under  their  royal  and  princety  leaders,  swept 
in  long  order  around  tiie  base  of  ilie  liiile  mounc! ;'  and 
as  those  of  each  difTerent  country  passed  by,  their  com- 
manders advanced  a  step  or  tno  up  the  hill,  and  made  a 
signal  of  courtesy  to  Kicliard  and  to*ti]c  Standard  of 
England,  "  in  sign  of  regard  and  amity,"  as  the  pro- 
tocol of  the  ceremony  heedfully  expressed  it,  "not  of 
subjection  or  vassalage."  The  spiritual  dignitaries,  who 
in  those  days  vailed  not  tlieir  bonnets  to  created  being, 
bestowed  on  the  King  and  his  symbol  of  command  their 
blessing  instead  of  rendering  obeisance. 

Thus  the  long  files  marched  on,  and,  dimiuisbed  as 
they  were  by  so  many  causes,  appeared  siilt  an  iron 
host,  to  whom  the  conquest  of  Palestine  might  seem  an 
easy  task.  The  soldiers,  inspired  by  tbe  consciousness 
of  united  strength,  sat  erect  in  their  sled  saddles,  while  it 
■ceraed  tliat  the  trumpets  sounded  more  cheerfully  slirili, 
■nd  the  steeds,  refreshed  by  rest  and  provender,  chafed 
tMi  the  bit,  and  trod  the  ground  more  proudly.  On  they 
passed,  troop  after  troop,  bnnncrs  waving,  spears  glanc- 
mg,  plumes  dancing,  in  long  perspective — a  host  com- 
posed* of  different  nations,  complexions,  languages,  arms, 
•nd  appearances,  but  all  fired,  for  the  time,  with  the  holy 
yet  romantic  purpose  of  rescuing  the  distressed  daughter 
of  Zion  from  her  thraldom,  and  redeeming  (he  sacred 
earth,  which  more  tbnn  mortal  had  trodden,  from  the 
yoke  of  the  unbelieving  Pagan.  And  il  must  be  owned, 
that  if,  in  other  circumstances,  the  species  of  courtesy 
tendered  to  the  King  of  England  by  so  many  warriors, 
from  whom  be  claimed  no  natural  allegiance,  had  in  it 
something  that  might  liavc  been  thought  humiliating,  yet 
tba  nature  and  cause  of  the  war  was  so  fitted  to  bis  pre- 
oninently  chivalrous  character,  and  renowned  feats  in 
anns,  that  claims,  which  mis;lit  elsewhere  have  been 
urged,  were  there  forgotten,  and  the  brave  did  willing 
liornage  10  the  bravest,  in  an  expedition  where  the  most 
mdaunted   and    energetic   courage    va&  <Ke^««a».vj   %^ 
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The  food  Kill?  was  senled   an  liorscbnck  about  li 
nay  up  tlio  iMoiim,  a  mormn  on  his  licad,  sLinnouuted  lij 
a  crown,  whidi  left  his  ninnly  fcaHires  exposed  lo  p 
view,  as,  wiili  cool  and  ninsldcraie  eye,  lie  peniscd  caci 
rank  as  it  passed  bim,  and   returned   llic  salutatioa  of  t)t»  I 
leaders.   His  uniic  was  of  sky-coloured  vbIvci,  con:n:d 
wiih  plnies  of  silver,  and  liis  hose  of  crimson-sttk,  slir^lirJ 
willi  cloili  of  gold.       By  his  side  stood  ihc  !i : 
Ethiopian  shve,  holding  the  noble  dog  in  a  !•  :i:h 
as  was  used  in  wood-crafl.     Il  was  a  circiimslar* 
altracied  no  notice,  for  many  of  the  princes  of  li.' 
sade  had  introduced  blnek  slaves  into  Uieir  hu'i 
ifl  imitation  of  ihc  barbarous  splendour  of  ibe  S  irj 
Over  the  King's  licnd  slrenmed  ihc  largo  ibliJ?  ■ 
Banner,  and,  as  he  looked  to  it  from  time  to  u: 
seemed    lo  rog.ini    a  ceremony,  indidbrent  tu   1; 
personally,  asiiiij)ortam,  when  considered  as  m  n 
indignity  olTircd  to  the  kingdom  which  be  n.'i- 
tlie  back-gi'ouiid,  and  on  the  vory  summit  a(  li;i      " 
a  wooden  turret,  crcticd    for  the  occasioi),   h 
Queen  Bercngaria  and  the  principal  ladies  of  i'.r  ■ 
To  this  the  King  looked  from  time  to  time,  and  i!i' : 
end  anon  his  eyes  were  turned  ou  the  Nubian  and  ::;' 
but  only  when  such  leaders  approache^J,  as.  froin  1 1 
stances  of  previous  ill-will,  he  sa-'pccied  of  btin|;  m 
sary  to  the  theft  of  the  Standard,  or  whom   be  y 
capable  of  o  crime  so  mean. 

Thus,  he  did  not  look  in  that  direction  vbr^i  I 
Augustus  of  France  approached  ai  the  bead  of  ht<  ^ 
did  troops  of  Gallic  chivalry — nay,  he  antidpni'  > 
motions  of  the  French  King,  by  descending  ibc  .Mount 
as  the  latter  came  up  the  ascent,  s6  that  tht-y  met  i 
middle  space,  and  blended  Ujeir  greeting  so  gnct 
that  it  appeared  they  mot  in  frolemal  equality, 
sight  of  Ihc  two  greatest  princes  in  Europe,  in  nalt.d 
once  and  power,  tlnis  publicly  avowin?  liiei 
called  forth  hursts  of  iliimderin^  acclaim  from  the  c 

t  tti\\crf  JivftatttCi^.waATO.'Mie  the  tnrini 
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with  intelligence,  that  tlic  army  of  the  Christians  was  in 
motion.  Yet  who  but  the  King  of  Kings  can  read  the 
hearts  of  monarchs  ?  Under  this  smooUi  show  of  cour- 
tesy, Richard  nourished  displeasure  and  suspicion  against 
Philip,  and  Philip  meditated  withdrawing  himself  and 
his  host  from  the  army  of  the  Cross,  and  leaving  Richard 
to  accomplish  or  fail  in  the  enterprize  with  his  own  unas- 
sisted forces. 

Richard's  demeanour  was  different  when  the  dark- 
armed  knights  and  squires  of  the  Temple  chivalry  ap- 
Eroached — men  with  countenances  bronzed  to  Asiatic 
lackness  by  the  suns  of  Palestine,  and  the  admirable 
state  of  whose  horses  and  appointments  far  surpassed 
even  that  of  the  choicest  troops  of  France  and  England. 
The  King  cast  a  hasty  glance  aside,  but  the  Nubian  stood 
quiet,  and  his  trusty  dog  sat  at  his  feet,  watching  with 
ft  sagacious  yet  pleased  look,  the  ranks  which  now  pass- 
ed before  them.  The  King's  look  turned  again  on  the 
chivalrous  Templars,  as  the  Grand  Master,  availing  him- 
self of  his  mingled  character,  bestowed  his  benediction 
on  Richard  as  a  priest,  instead  of  doing  him  reverence 
ms  a  military  leader. 

*'  The  misproud  and  amphibious  caitiff  puts  the  monk 
apon  me,"  said  Richard  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury.  ^'  But, 
Long-Sword,  we  will  let  it  pass.  A  punctilio  must  not 
lose  Christendom  the  services  of  these  experienced  lan- 
ces, because  their  victories  have  rendered  them  overween- 
ing.— Lo  you,  here  comes  our  valiant  adversary  the  Duke 
of  Austria — mark  his  manner  and  bearing,  Long-Sword 
—and  thou,  Nubian,  let  the  hound  have  full  view  of 
him.  By  Heaven, be  brings  his  buffoons  along  with  him !" 
In  fact,  whether  from  habit,  or,  which  is  more  likely, 
to  intimate-  contempt  of  the  ceremonial  he  was  about  to 
comply  with,  Leopold  was  attended  by  his  sprvchsprecher 
and  his  jester,  and  as  he  advanced  towards  Richard,  he 
whistled  in  what  he  wished  to  be  considered  as  an  indif- 
ferent manner,  though  his  heavy  features  evinced  the 
suUenness,  fhixed  wi/h  the  fear,  \\\v\\  \nVaOv\  ^\\>^'wiX 
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scliool-boy  may  lie  seen  tn  n|i|iroac]i  lib  inasUir.  As  lit 
reliictanl  (lig:iitary  made,  nilh  dbcoin posed  aod  »dlcj 
look,  lite  obeisnntre  required,  Uie  »pru(h-sprecher  ibook 
his  balooR,  aiiJ  proclaimeJ  like  a  berald,  thai,  id  what ' 
was  now  doing,  tlie  Arcli-Duke  of  jVusuia  trasnoLiQ 
beld  derogating  rroin  tiie  rank  and  pridilegcs  of  a 
eroign  prince ;  tu  uliicli  the  jester  answered  witli  a 

IS  iztaen,  which   provoked  much  lau=;litcr  aiDaii§ 
inders. 
_  Richard  Inoked  more  titan  once  u  the  Nobin 

his  dog  ;  but  die  Toriner  moved  not,  itor  did  the  hticr 
strain  at  ilie  Ica^h,  so  ihul  Richard  said  to  die  sbvc  nidi 
some  scoru,  "  tliy  success  in  this  enterprize,  my  tMi 
friend,  even  though  thou  hnst  brought  thy  hound's  sagac- 
ity to  back  thine  own,  will  not,  1  fear,  place  ihce  ht^h  ■ 
the  rank  of  wizards,  or  much  augment  thy  merits  toHnidi 
our  person." 

Tiie   Nubian   answered,  as   usual,  only  by   a  loiHy 
leisance. 

[eantimcllie  troo|)sortlie  Marquis  of  Moat&emtnexi 

ed  in  order  before  the  King  of  England.  Thai  paw 
erful  and  wily  baron,  to  make  ilie  greater  display  of  til 
forces,  had  divided  them  into  two  bodies.  At  the  head 
of  the  first,  consisting  of  his  vassals  and  followers,  aai 
levied  from  his  Syrian  possessions,  came  his  brotlierEM 
guerrand,  and  he  bimsi-ir  followed,  leadins;  on  a  ga" 
band  of  twelve  hundred  Siradiois,  a  kind  of  light  cbi 
raised  by  ibe  V^eneltans  in  their  Dalmatian  poasciM 
and  of  which  lltey  had  intrusted  the  cotiimand  la. 
Marqnis,  with  whom  the  republic  had  many  Iionds  ofi 
nexion.  These  Siradiois  were  clotlied  in  a  foshioQ 
European,  but  parlnklng  chiefly  of  the  Caslcm  fa 
They  wore,  indeed,  short  hauberks,  but  had  orer 
particoloured  tunics  of  rich  sluifs,  with  large 
taloons  and  hiiir-hoots.  On  their  heads 
upright  ca[ia,  similar  lo  ihose  of  the 
earned  small  round  targets,  bows  and 
tod  poniards.  TW"j  »  e'te  mwm\«4, 
^pcted,  and  wcU  ma\nmnc\w.A\i 
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of  Veaice  ;  tlieir  saddles  and  appointments  resembled 
those  of  tbe  Turks,  and  ibey  rode  in  llie  same  manner, 
vith  short  stirrups  and  upon  a  high  seat.  Tliese  troops 
were  of  great  use  in  skirmishing  with  tiie  Arabs,  lliougb 
UDsble  to  engage  in  close  combat,  like  tlie  iroD-sheathed 
men-at-arms  of  Western  and  Northern  Europe. 

Before  this  goodly  band  came  Conrade,  in  the  same 
garb  with  the  Stradiols,  but  of  such  rich  stufT  that  be 
seemed  to  blaze  witli  gold  and  silver,  and  llie  milk-white 
plume  fastened  in  bis  cap  by  a  clasp  of  diamonds,  seem- 
ed tall  enough  to  sweep  ihe  clouds.  The  noble  steed 
which  he  reined  bounded  and  caracoled,  and  displayed 
bis  spirit  and  agility  in  a  manner  which  might  liavc 
troubled  a  less  admirable  horseman  than  the  Marquis,  who 
gracefully  ruled  bim  with  the  one  hand,  while  llie  Other 
displayed  the  batoon,  whose  predominancy  over  the  ranks 
which  he  led  seemed  equally  absolute.  Yet  his  author- 
ity over  the  Stradiots  was  more  in  show  than  in  sub- 
Stance  ;  for  there  paced  beside  him,  on  an  ainbliiie;  pal- 
frey oi  soberest  mood,  a  little  old  mnn,  dressed  entirely 
in  black,  without  beard  or  mustaches,  and  having  an 
Appearance  altogether  mean  and  Insignificani,  when  com- 
pared with  the  blaze  of  splendour  around  him.  But 
this  mean-looking  old  man  was  one  of  those  deputies 
whom  the  Venetian  government  sent  into  camps  to  over- 
look tlie  conduct  of  the  generals  to  whom  the  leading  was 
consigned,  and  to  maintain  that  jealous  system  of  espial 
ind  control,  which  had  long  distinguished  tlic  policy  of 
tbe  republic. 

Conrade,  who,  by  cidiivating  Richard's  humour,  bad 
attained  a  certain  dc;i;rce  of  favour  with  him,  no  sooner 
was  come  witliin  his  ken  lliaii  the  King  of  England  de- 
scended a  step  or  two  to  meet  liim,  exclaiming,  at  the 
same  time,  "  Ha,  Lord  Marquis,  thou  at  the  head  of 
tbe  fleet  Stradiots,  and  ihy  black  shadow  attending  tliee 
■s  usual,  whether  the  sun  shines  or  not ! — May  not  one 
uk  thee  whctlicr  (he  rule  of  the  troops  remains  with  tlie 
■bodow  or  tbe  substance  f " 
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Goorade  wm  oommeiiciDg  his  repljr  inth  a  soule,  wImb 
Ro8wal,tbe  noble  houodj  utteringa  furious  and  savage  ydl, 
sprung  (brward.  The  Nubian^at  thesame  time,  slipped  the 
leash,  and  the  hound  rushing  on,  leapt  upon  Conrade's  no- 
ble charger,  and  seizing  the  Marquis  by  the  throat,  pulled 
him  down  from  the  saddle.  The  plumed'  rider  lay  rdling 
oo  the  sand,  and  the  frightened  horse  fled  m  wild  career 
diroo^  die  camp. 

^  Thy  bound  hath  pulled  down  the  right  quany,  I 
warrant  him-—**  ^said  the  King  to  the  Nubian,  ^  and  I 
▼ow  to  Saint  George  he  is  a  stag  of  ten  tjmes ! — VhA 
die  dog  .off,  lest  he  throttle  him.** 

l!1ie  Ethiopian,  accordhigly,  thoudi  not  without  dift- 
euhy,  disengaged  die  dog  from  Conrade,  and  fastened  Ub 
up  still  highly  excited,  and  strugglbg  in  the  learii.  Mean* 
mile  many  crowded  to  the  spot,  especially  followers  of 
Conrade,  and  officers  of  the  Stradiots,  who,  as  they  snr 
their  leader  lie  gazing  wildly  on  tlie  sky,  raised  him  op 
amid  a  tumultuary  cry  ofr—'^  Cut  the  slave  and  his  hound 
to  pieces !" 

But  the  voice  of  Richard,  loud  and  sonorous,  was  heard 
clear  above  all  other  exclamations, — "  He  dies  the  dealk 
who  injures  the  hound  !  He  hath  but  done  his  duty,  after 
the  sagacity  with  which  God  and  nature  have  endowed  the 
brave  animal. — Stand  forward  for  a  false  traitor,  thou  Con- 
rade, Marquis  of  Monserrat !  I  impeach  thee  of  treason.* 

Several  of  the  Syrian  leaders  had  now  come  up,  aod 
Conrade,  vexation,  and  shame,  and  confusion  struggGdg 
with  passion  in  his  manner  and  voice,  exclaimed,  **  Whit 
means  this  ? — With  what  am  I  charged  ? — Why  thjpJMSO 
usage,  and  these  reproachful  terms  ? — Is  this  the  'tnigos 
of  Concord  which  England  renewed  but  so  lately  ?" 

"  Are  the  Princes  of  the  Crusade  turned  hares  or 
deers  in  the  eyes  of  King  Richard,  that  he  should  sGp 
hounds  on  them  ?''  said  the  sepulchral  voice  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Templars. 

^'  It  must  be  some  singular  accident — some  fatal 
fake—''  said  PhiYi^  o?  YT«wi^>^\«i  t^^^^  %i  the 
Mnent. 
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'*  Some  deceit  of  the  Enemy ,"  said  the  Archbishop  of 
Tyre. 

*'  A  stratagem  of  tlie  Saracens,"  cried  Henry  of 
Champagne. — "  It  were  well  to  hang  up  tlie  dog,  and 
put  the  slave  to  the  torture." 

*'  Let  no  man  lay  hand  upon  them,"  said  Richard, 
'*  as  he  loves  his  own  Ufe ! — Conrade,  stand  forth,  if 
tliou  darest,  and  deny  the  accusation  which  this  mute 
animal  hath  in  his  noble  instinct  brought  against  thee,  of 
injury  done  to  him,  and  foul  scorn  to  England  f " 

''  I  never  touched  the  Banner,"  said  Conrade,  hastily. 

"  Thy  words  betray  thee,  Conrade  !"  said  KichiU'd  ; 
'*  for  how  didst  thou  know,  save  from  conscious  guilt, 
that  the  question  is  concerning  the  Banner  f " 

**  Hast  thou  then  not  kejit  the  camp  in  turmoil  on  that 
and  no  other  score  f "  answered  Conrade ;  '^  and  dost 
thou  impute  to  a  prince  and  an  ally  a  crime,  which,  after 
all,  was  probably  committed  by  some  paltry  felon  for  the 
sake  of  the  gold  tliread  ?  Or  would'st  diou  now  im- 
peach a  confederate  on  the  credit  of  a  dog  ?" 

By  this  time  tlie  alarm  was  becoming  general,  so  that 
Pbilip  of  France  interposed. 

"  Princes  and  nobles,"  he  said,  "  you  speak  in  pres- 
ence of  those  whose  swords  will  soon  be  at  the  throats 
of  each  other,  if  they  hear  their  leaders  at  such  terms 
together.  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  let  us  draw  off,  each 
his  own  troops,  into  dieir  separate  quarters,  and  our- 
selves meet  an  hour  hence  in  the  Pavilion  of  Council, 
to  take  some  order  in  this  new  state  of  confusion." 

"  Content,"  said  King  Richard,  "  though  I  should  have 
liked  to  have  interrogated  that  caitiff  while  his  gay  doublet 
was  yet  besmirched  with  sand.  But  tlie  pleasure  of 
France  shall  be  ours  in  this  matter." 

The  leaders  separated  as  was  proposed,  each  prince 
placing  himself  at  the  head  of  his  own  forces  ;  and  then 
was  heard  on  all  sides  the  crying  of  war-cries,  and  the 
sounding  of  gathering-notes  upon  bugles  and  trum^cts^ 
by  which  the  different  stragglers  were  suvwvcvotv^Ci.v^^\vi\\ 
pnace  3  batmen  and  the  troops  wete  ^\\«^^  -....vv  s 
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motion,  eoch  taking  diflcreat  routes  through  the  cunp  to 
their  own  quarters.  But  alUiough  nny  immediate  act  of 
violence  was  tlius  prevented,  yet  the  scrident  which  had 
taken  place  dwelt  on  every  mind  ;  and  (liose  foreigners, 
who  had  tfiat  morning  hailed  Richard  as  the  worthier 
to  lead  their  army,  now  resumed  their  prejudices  against 
his  pride  and  intolerance,  while  the  English,  concdving 
the  honour  of  ihelr  country  connected  nitli  the  quarrel, 
of  which  various  reports  had  gone  about,  considered  the 
natives  of  other  countries  jealous  of  the  fame  of  England 
and  her  King,  and  disposed  to  undermine  it  by  the  meao- 
est  arts  of  intrigue.  Many  and  various  were  the  rumoon 
spread  upon  the  occasion,  and  there  was  one  which 
averred  that  the  Queen  and  her  ladies  had  been  much 
alarmed  by  the  luniult,  and  that  one  of  them  had  swooned. 

The  council  assembled  at  the  appointed  hour.  Con- 
rude  had  in  tite  meanwhile  laid  aside  his  dishonoured 
dress,  and  with  it  the  shame  and  confusion  which,  in  spite 
of  his  talents  and  promptitude,  had  at  first  overwhelmed 
him,  owing  to  the  strangeness  of  the  accident,  and  sud- 
denness of  the  accusation.  He  was  now  robed  like  a 
prince,  and  entered  tlje  council -chamber  attended  by  ilie 
Arch-Duke  of  Austria,  the  Grand  Masters  both  of  ibe 
Temple  and  of  the  Order  of  Saint  John,  and  severd 
other  potentates,  who  made  a  show  of  supporting  him 
and  defending  his  cause,  chiefly  perhaps  from  political 
motives,  or  because  they  themselves  nourished  a  personil 
enmity  against  Richard. 

This  appearance  of  union  in  favour  of  Conrade  ma 
far  from  influencing  the  King  of  England.  He  entered 
the  council  with  his  usual  indifference  of  manner,  and 
in  the  same  dress  in  which  he  had  just  alighted  from 
horseback.  He  cast  a  careless  and  somewhat  scornful 
glance  on  the  leaders,  who  had  with  studied  afTectatioo 
arranged  themselves  around  Conrade,  as  if  owning  Ui 
cause,  and  in  the  most  direct  terms  charged  Conrade  of 
Montserrat  nith  havinir  stolen  the  Banner  of  Engfud*  I 
and  wounded  die  ^aiiXi.W\ammo\-«\in«i»ATCi«.'i<ift6nBt 
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Conrade  arose  boldly  (o  answer,  and  in  despite,  as 
be  expressed  himself,  of  man  and  brute,  king  or  d(^, 
avouched  his  innocence  of  the  crime  charged. 

"  Brother  of  England,"  said  Philip,  (vho  willingly  s^ 
sumed  tlie  character  of  moderator  of  the  aastimbly,  "  thia 
is  an  unusual  impeachment.  We  do  not  hear  you  avouch 
your  onn  knowledge  of  tins  matter,  farther  tlian  your 
belief  resting  upon  the  demeanour  of  tJiis  hound  towards 
tlieMar([uisof  Montserrat.  Surely  the  word  of  a  knight 
and  a  prince  should  hear  him  out  agninst  the  harking 
of  a  cur  ?" 

"  Royal  brother,"  returned  Richard,  "  recollect  that 
the  Almighty,  who  gave  the  dog  to  be  companion  of  our 
pleasures  and  our  toils,  liaih  invested  him  witli  a  nature 
noble  and  incapable  of  deceit.  He  forgets  neither  friend 
nor  foe — remembers,  an'i  with  accuracy,  both  benefit 
and  injury.  He  hath  a  share  of  man's  intelligence,  but 
no  sliare  of  man's  falsehood.  You  may  bribe  a  soldier 
to  slay  a  man  with  his  sword,  or  a  witness  to  take  hfe  by 
false  accusation  ;  but  you  cannot  make  a  hound  tear  his 
benefactor — he  is  the  friend  of  man,  save  when  man  justly 
incurs  his  enmity.  Dress  yonder  Marquis  in  what  pea- 
cock-robes you  will — disguise  his  appearance — alter  his 
complexion  with  drugs  and  washes — hide  bim  amidst  an 
hundred  men — I  will  yet  pawn  my  sceptre  tlial  the  hound 
detects  bim,  and  expresses  his  resentment  as  you  have 
this  day  beheld.  This  is  no  new  incident,  allbougb  a 
Strange  one.  Murderers  and  robbers  have  been,  ere  now, 
convicted,  and  suffered  death  under  such  evidence,  and 
men  have  said  that  tiic  finger  of  God  was  in  it.  In  thine 
own  land,  royal  brother,  and  upon  such  an  occasion,  the 
matter  was  tried  by  a  solemn  duel  betwixt  the  man  and 
the  dog,  as  appellant  and  defendant  in  a  ciial]cns;e  of  mur> 
der.  The  dog  was  victorious,  the  man  was  pimished, 
and  the  crime  was  confessed.  Credit  me,  royal  brother, 
that  hidden  crimes  have  often  been  brought  to  light  by 
the  testimony  even  of  inanimate  substances, noWatftttf 
tioD  animals  far  inferior  in  insUnctivc  sa^^cw^  Vo  '^^^  ^^ 
who  a  tbe  /Head  aod  companion  ot  out  tace.^^ 


300  TILES    OF    THE    CTirSinP.Bf. 


prec 

m 


"  Such  a  duel  there  liuUi  indeed  been,  royal  bniher,' 
nnswered  Pliilip,  "  and  that  in   ihe  reign  of  one  of  n 
predrrcessora,  to  whom  God  be  gracious.      Bui  it  ww 
■     oldeo  lime,  nor  curt  we  hold  it  a  precedent  fitting  1 
occnsion.      Tlic  derendnnl  in  tliai  case  vrasnprintt 

itleman, of  small  rank  or  respect ;  his  ofTeosiwe 

ire  oidj  a  club,  his  defensive  a  leathern  jerkin,  du 
csnnoi  degrade  a  prince  to  the  disgrace  of  itfin§  sudi 
ariDH,  or  to  the  ignominy  of  such  a  combat." 

"  1  nover  meant  that  you  should,"  said  King 
ard  J  "  it  were  foul  play  to  baKanl  the  good  houi 
life  against  ihut  of  such  a  doublc-fticed  traitor  u 
Conrade  hath  proved  himself.  Bin  iliere  lies  own 
glove — we  appeal  liim  to  the  combat  in  rcspcci  of 
evidence  we  brought  forth  against  hitn.  A  king,  ilk 
is  more  than  the  male  of  a  mar(|ins." 

Conrnrfe  made  no  hasty  effort  to  seize  on  the 
which  Richnrd  cast  into  Ihe  middle  of  ilie  assembly, 
King  Philip  had  lime  to  reply,  ere  tlie  Marquis  tM 
motion  to  llfi  the  glove. 

"  A  king,"  said  he  of  France,  "is as  much  mor^lli 
match  for  the  Marquis  Conrarfe,  as  a  dog  would  be 
Royal  Richard,  this  canmt  be  permitted.     You  an 
leader  ofour  expedition — the  sword  and  buckler  ofClnit 
tendom." 

"  I  protest  agnJQSt  such  a  combat,"  said  the  VoMll 
provediiorCi    "  until  the  King  of  England  thafi  ta 

>Bid  the  fifty  thousand  bezants  which  he  is  indeblM' 
republic.     It  is  enough  to  be  threatened  witli 

ir  debt,  sliould  our  dchlor  fall  by  the  hands  of  thi 
I,  without  the  additional  risk  of  his  being  slaia  in  I 
ngsl  Christians,  conccrnmg  dogs  and  banners.' 

**  And  I,"  said  William  tviib  ihc  Long-Sword,  EhI 
lAabury,  "  protest  in  my  turn  against  my  I'oyal  bnilh 

E grilling  Ills  life,  which  is  the  property  hf  the  peopUi 
Inglund,  in  such  a  cause. — Here,  noble  brother,  rr"^ 
hack  your  g\Qvc,  anrt  t\™k  only  as  if  tlie  wind  had 
ll^om  your  h'.uid.    W\tn:  ^Nx^iWuTOV 
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son,  though  with  the  bar  sinister  on  his  shield,  is  at  least 
a  match  for  this  niarmozet  of  a  marquis." 

**  Princes  and  nobles,"  said  Conrade,  "  I  will  not  ac- 
cept of  King  Richard's  defiance.  He  hnth  been  chosen 
our  leader  against  the  Saracens,  and  if  his  conscience 
can  answer  the  accusation  of  provoking  an  ally  to  the 
field  on  a  quarrel  so  frivolous,  mt»e,  at  least,  cannot  en- 
dure the  reproach  of  accepting  it.  But  touching  bis 
bastard  brother,  William  of  Woodstock,  or  against  any 
other  who  shall  adoj;t,  or  shall  dare  to  stand  godfather 
to  this  most  false  charge,  I  will  defend  my  honour  in  the 
lists,    and   prove   whosoever  impeaches  it  a  false  liar." 

"  The  Slarquis  of  Monlserrat,"  said  the  Archbishop  of 
Tyre,  "hath  spoken  like  a  wise  and  moderate  gentleman ; 
and  methinks  this  controversy  might,  witliout  dishonour 
to  any  party,  end  at  this  point." 

"  Methinks  it  might  so  terminate,"  said  the  King  of 
France,  "  provided  King  Richard  will  recall  his  accusa- 
tion, as  made  upon  over  slight  grounds." 

"  Philip  of  France,"  answered  Ca?ur  de  Lion,  "  my 
words  shall  never  do  my  thoughts  so  much  injury.  I 
have  charged  yonder  Conrade  as  a  thief,  who,  under 
cloud  of  night,  stole  from  its  place  die  emblem  of  Eng- 
land's dignity.  I  still  believe  and  charge  him  to  be  such ; 
and  when  a  day  is  appointed  for  the  combat,  doubt  not 
that,  since  Conrade  declines  to  meet  us  in  person,  I  will 
find  a  champion  to  appear  in  support  of  my  challenge ; 
for  thou,  William,  muot  not  thrust  thy  long  sword  into 
this  quarrel  without  our  special  license." 

"  Since  my  rank  makes  me  arbiter  in  this  most  un- 
happy matter,"  said  Philip  of  France,  "  I  appoint  the 
fiflli  day  from  hence  for  the  decision  tliereof,  by  way  of 
combat,  according  to  knightly  usage — Richard,  King  of 
England,  to  appear  by  his  champion,  as  appellant,  and 
Conrade,  Marquis  of  Montserrat,  in  his  own  person,  as 
defendant.  Yet  I  own,  I  know  not  where  to  find  neutral 
k  ground  where  such  a  quarrel  may  be  fovk^V  owv  %  ^Q^  '>^. 
^wvst  not' be  in  the  neighbourhood  ol  tKxs  c^w^^'^V^^ 
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the   loUierf    would   ouke    faetioo 
udet." 

"  It  were  well,"  lud  Richard,  "  to  apply  to  die  no- 
erouty  of  the  royal  Saladio,  since,  beuhen  as  he  u,  I 
hive  never  knovn  knight  more  fulfilled  of  Dobleaen,  or 
to  whose  good  faith  we  may  so  peremptorily  intniat  oia<' 
•elves.  1  speak  thus  for  those  who  may  be  doubtbl  tt 
miahap— for  mywlf,  wherever  I  see  my  foe)  I  make  Hat 
■pot  my  battle-ground." 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  Philip ;  "  we  will  make  this  mtllw 
known  to  Saladin,  although  it  be  showing  to  an  eoeaf 
the  unhappy  spirit  of  discard  which  we  woidd  willioA 
hide  from  even  ourselves,  were  it  posuble.  Meaawfait, 
I  dismiss  this  assembly,  and  charge  you  all,  as  Christia 
men  and  noble  knights,  (bat  ye  let  this  unhappy  Smi 
breed  no  fa'rtlier  brawling  in  (be  camp,  but  regard  it  as  ■ 
thing  solemnly  referred  to  the  judgment  of  God,  to 
whom  each  of  you  should  pray  that  lie  will  dispose  et 
victory  in  the  combat  according  to  the  tru(h  of  the  quar- 
rel ;  and  therewith  may  His  will  be  done  !" 

"Amen,  amen  !"  was  answered  on  all  sides;  while  tbt 
Templar  whispered  the  Marquis,  "  Conrade,  wilt  tbti 
not  add  a  petition  to  be  delivered  from  the  power  of 
the  dog,  as  the  Psalmist  hath  it !" 

"  Peace,  thou !"  replied  the  Marquis ;  "  than 

ia  a  revealing  demon  abroad,  which  may  report,  amoi^ 
other  tidings  bow  far  thou  dost  carry  the  motto  of  if 
order — Feriatur  Leo." 

"  Tliou  wilt  stand  the  brunt  of  challenge  ?**  said  tbt 
Templar. 

"  Doubt  mc  not,"  said  Conrade.  "  I  would  not,  m- 
deed,  have  witUngly  met  the  iron  arm  of  Richard  himidC 
and  I  slmme  not  lo  confess  that  I  rejoice  to  be  free  of  Ini 
eucounter.  But,  from  his  bastard  brother  downward, 
the  man  breathes  not  in  his  ranks  whom  1  fear  to  meet'  I 

"  It  is  well  you  arc  so  con&dent,"  cmtinued  ih«  To*- 1 , 
plar ;  "  and  in  that  case,  the  fangs  of  yonder  boood  b 
done  more  to  disaoVve  iJook  V%^«  ^  '^nuuv^han  eit 
Ay  devices,  or  tbe  4ate,w  o^  *i«C\iai«<j^.   ^wea.' 


bow,  under  a  brow  studiously  overclouded,  PIiil'ip  cannot 
conceal  the  satisfaction  wliich  he  feels  at  the  prospect 
of  release  from  the  alliance  which  sat  so  heavy  on  him  ? 
Mark  how  Henry  of  Champagne  smiles  to  himself,  like 
a  sparkling  goblet  of  his  own  wine — and  see  the  chuck- 
ling delight  of  Austria,  who  thinks  his  quarrel  is  about 
to  be  avenged,  without  risk  or  trouble  of  his  own.  Hush, 
he  approaches. — A  most  grievous  chance,  most  royal 
Austria,  that  these  breaches  in  the  walls  of  our  Zion " 

"  If  thou  meanest  this  crusade,"  replied  the  Duke,  "  1 
would  it  were  crumbled  to  pieces,  and  each  were  safe 
at  home. — I  speak  this  in  con6dence." 

"  But,"  said  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat,  "  to  think 
this  disunion  should  be  made  by  the  hands  of  King  Rich- 
ard, for  whose  pleasure  we  have  been  contented  to  en- 
dure so  much,  and  to  whom  we  have  heen  as  submissive 
as  slaves  to  a  master,  in  hopes  that  he  would  use  his 
▼alour  against  our  enemies,  instead  of  exercising  it  upon 
our  friends !" 

"  I  see  not  that  he  is  so  much  more  valorous  than 
others,"  said  the  Arch-Duke.  *'  I  believe,  had  the  noble 
Marquis  met  him  in  the  lists,  he  would  have  had  the 
better ;  for,  though  the  islander  deals  heavy  blows  with 
the  pole-axe,  he  is  not  so  very  dexterous  with  the  lance. 
I  should  have  cared  little  to  have  met  him  myself  on 
our  old  quarrel,  had  the  weal  of  Christendom  permitted 
to  sovereign  princes  to  breathe  themselves  in  the  lists 
-^And  if  thou  desirest  it,  noble  Marquis,  I  will  myself 
be  your  godfather  in  this  combat." 

**  And  I  also,"  said  the  Grand  Master. 

•*  Come,  then,  and  take  your  nooning  in  our  tent,  noble 
sirs,"  said  the  Duke,  "  and  we'll  speak  of  this  business, 
over  some  right  nierensteiny 

They  entered  together  accordingly. 

"What  said  our  patron  and  these  great  folks  together  .^" 
said  Jonas  Schwanker  to  his  companion,  the  spruch^ 
Treeheff  who  had  used  tlio  freedom  to  ^re^'s»  w\^\  v^ 
is  muster  when  the  council  was  d\sm\sscA^\N\v^^^^\^'^ 
^  muted  at  s  more  respectful  distance* 
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"  Sorrant  of  Folly,"  said  ihe  spruck-aprechtr,  * 
erate  lliy  curiosity — ii  beseems  not  dial  J  should 
tlioe  llie  councils  of  our  master." 

"  Man  of  wisdom,  you  mistake,"  answered  Jonas  I.'* 
"  we  are  both  llje  conslunt  ultondanls  oti  otir  iiairon,  anil 
it  concerns  us  alike  to  know  wliullier  Uiou  or  I — Wisilota 
gf  Folly — have  the  deeper  interest  in  bJin," 

,'•  He    lold  to  the  Marquis,"  answered   ibe  tpnd- 
'.her,  "and  to  llie  Ciaud  Master,  tliat  he  was  a-wcur 

these  [vars,  and  ivould  be  glad  be  was  safe  at  bomc 

"  That  is  a  dratvji  cast,  and  counts  for  iiotliing  in  di* 
game,"  said  the  jester  ;  "  il  was  most  wise  to  iJiink  iho^ 
but  great  folly  to  tell  it  to  others — proceed." 

"  Ha,  hem  !"  said  the  tyruch-sprecker ;  "  he  nasi 
said  10  them,  tiiat  Richard  was  not  more  valorous  thai 
othcrfl,  or  over  dexterous  in  the  till-yard." 

"Woodcockof  my  side,"  said  Schwojikei ;  "this«M_ 
egregious  foliy.     What  nest .'" 

"  Nay,  1  am  someiliing  oblivious,"  replied  the 
wisdom — "  be  invited  them  to  a  goblet  of  nUreiutmif-^ 

"  That  hath  a  show  of  wisdom  in  it,"  said  Jo 
**  thou  may^st  mnrk  it  lo  thy  credit  In  the  meantime ;  M 
an  bo  drink  too  niuch,  as  is  most  likely,  1  will  baTC  ^ 
pass  to  mine.     Any  iliing  more  ?" 

•'  Nothing   worth    memory,"    answered   Uie  or 

ily  be  wished  he  had  taken  tlie  occasion  to  meet  f 

■    Ibe  lists." 

ui  upon  it — out  upon  it  I"  said   Jonas 

such   dotage  of  folly,  iliat  I  am    well  iiigh   asbanied 

U-Inning  the  game  by  it. — Ne'ertlieless,  fool  as  lie  il,l 

ill  follow  him,  most  sage  tjiruck-sprecher,  nad  . 

•e  of  the  wine  of  iiicrcnatda" 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Y«t  iIh>  iBCOMUnry  it  aich. 


Whbh  King  Richard  returned  to  liis  tent,  be  com- 
muided  the  Nubian  to  be  brought  before  bim.  Ha 
eniered  with  his  usual  CLr«monial  reverence,  and,  bav- 
iDg  prostrated  himself,  remained  standing  before  tbe 
King,  in  the  attitude  of  a  slave  awaiting  the  orders  of 
bia  master.  It  was  perhaps  well  for  him,  that  tbe  pre- 
•ervation  of  his  character  required  his  eyes  to  be  fixed 
on  the  ground,  since  die  keen  glance  with  whicb  Richard 
fcr  some  time  sun'eyed  Iiim  in  silence,  would,  if  fully 
encountered,  have  been  difficult  to  sustain. 

"  Tbou  canst  we!)  of  wood-craft,"  said  tlie  King,  after 
I  pause,  "  and  hast  started  iby  game  and  brought  him 
to  bay,  as  ably  as  if  Tristrem  himself  had  lauglit  thee." 
But  diis  is  not  all — he  must  be  brought  down  at  force. 
I  myself  would  have  liked  to  bave  levelled  m}'  hunting- 
•pear  at  him.  There  are,  it  seems,  respects  which  pre- 
vent this.  Thou  art  about  to  return  to  the  camp  of  the 
Soldan,  bearing  a  letter,  requiring  of  bis  courtesy  to 
appoint  neutral  ground  for  the  deed  of  chivalry,  and, 
should  it  con»st  with  bis  pleasure,  to  concur  with  us  in 
witneteing  it.  Now,  speaking  conjecturaljy,  we  tliink 
tiioa  might'st  Rnd  in  that  csmp  some  cavalier,  who,  for 
the  love  of  truth;  and  his  own  augmentation  of  honour, 
will  do  battle  with  this  same  traitor  of  Moniserrati"' 

Tbe   Nubian   raised  liis  eyes  and  Hx^d  them  on  tbe 

fKiog  wilb  ■  look  of  eager  ardour ;  then  raised  ibem  ta 
HeiTeo  with  tuch  golema  gratitude,  \hu.  &e  '«%\«i  vuckx 
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giistcnt^d  !n  them — then  bent  liis  head,  rs  afBrmiog  tmat 
Richard  desired,  and  resutacd  his  usual  posture  of  sub- 
missive attention. 

"  It  is  well,"  said  ibe  King  ;  "  and  I  see  tliy  desire  to 
oblige  me  in  liiia  nisller.  And  iier«in,  I  must  need* 
say,  lies  tlie  excelleDce  of  such  a  servant  as  thou,  vbo 
bast  not  speech  either  to  debate  our  purpose,  or  to  re- 
quire explanation  of  what  we  have  determined.  An 
English  serving-niaB,  in  thy  place,  liad  given  me  Im 
dogged  advice  to  trust  the  combat  with  some  good  lanre 
of  my  iioitsehold,  who,  from  my  brother  Longswoid 
downwards,  are  all  on  (ire  to  do  battle  in  my  cause ;  mA 
a  chattering  Frenchman  had  made  a  thousand  attempts 
to  discover  wherefore  i  laok~or  a  champion  from  ihc 
camp  of  the  infiilels.  Bui  lliou,  my  silent  agent,  caiHl 
do  mine  errand  without  questioning  or  comprcheudin; 
it ;  with  thee  to  hear,  is  to  obey." 

A  bend  of  the  body,  and  a  i^enu flection,  were  the  ap- 
propriate answer  of  the  Ktbiopian  to  these  observations. 

"  And  now  to  another  point,"  said  Uie  King,  and 
spenkins  suddenly  and  rapidly. — "  Have  you  yet  seen 
EHilb   Plantagenet  .'" 

Tlic  mute  looked  up  as  in  (he  act  of  being  about  to 
speak — nay,  his  lips  had  begun  to  utter  a  distinct  nega- 
tive— when  llic  abortive  attempt  died  away  in  the  im- 
pcrfcrt  murmurs  of  the  dnmh. 

"Why,  lo  you  tliere !"  said  the  King.  "The  veiy 
sound  of  the  name  of  a  royal  maiden,  of  beauty  so  sui^ 
passing  as  that  of  our  lovely  cousin,  seeina  to  have  pow- 
er enough  well  nigh  to  make  tlie  dumb  speak.  IVhat 
miracles  then  might  her  eye  work  upon  such  a  subject! 
I  will  make  the  experiment,  friend  slave.  Thou  shaft  se* 
this  choice  beauty  of  our  court,  and  do  the  errand  of  the 
princely  Soldan." 

Again  a  joyful  glance — again  a  genuflection — but, 
as  he  arose,  the  King  laid  his  hand  heavily  on  bis  ahoH^ 
der,  and  proceeded  with  stern  gravity  thus.— -^*  LoC  a» 
ID  one  tl\ing  wata  ^ou,  ni'j  id;iv«L  ^vcvcj^.  lut«n  if  Asp 
should'st  feel  ihatilto  VvcAX^  ■w«»!a«i«s\\««,^ew«i^*M*. 
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art  soon  to  behold,  should  loosen  the  bonds  of  thj 
tongue,  presently  imprisoned,  as  the  good  Soldan  expres-' 
ses  it,  within  the  ivory  walls  of  its  castle,  beware  how 
thou  changest  thy  taciturn  character,  orspeakesta  word 
in  her  presence,  even  if  thy  powers  of  utterance  were 
to  be  miraculously  restored.  Believe  me,  that  I  should 
have  thy  tongue  extracted  by  the  roots,  and  its  ivory 
palace,  that  is,  I  presume,  its  range  of  teeth,  drawn  out 
one  by  one.      Wherefore,  be  wise  and  silent  still." 

The  Nubian,  so  soon  as  the  King  had  removed  his 
heavy  grasp  from  his  shoulder,  bent  his  head,  and  laid 
his  hand  on  his  lips,  in  token  of  silent  obedience. 

But  Richard  again  laid  his  hand  on  him  more  gently, 
and  added,  **  This  behest  we  lay  on  thee  as  on  a  slave* 
Wert  thou  kniglit  and  gentleman^  we  would  require  thine 
honour  in  pledge  of  thy  silence,  which  is  one  especial 
condition  of  our  present  trust." 

The  Ethiopian  raised  his  body  proudly,  looked 
full  at  tlie  King,  and  laid  his  right  hand  on  his  heart. 

Richard  then  summoned  his  chamberlain. 

"  Go,  Neville,"  he  said,  "  with  tliis  slave,  to  the  tent 
of  our  royal  consort,  and  say  it  is  our  pleasure  that  he 
have  an  audience — a  private  audience—of  our  cousin 
Edith.  He  is  charged  with  a  commission  to  her.  Thou 
canst  sliow  him  the  way  also,  in  case  he  requires  thy 
guidance,  tliongh  thou  may'st  have  obser^'ed  it  is  wonder- 
ful how  familiar  he  already  seems  to  be  with  the  pui^ 
lieus  of  our  camp. — And  thou,  too,  friend  Ethiop,"  the 
King  continued,  ''  what  thou  dost  do  quickly,  and  return 
hither  within  the  half  hour." 

'*  I  stand  discovered,"  thought  the  seeming  Nubian, 
as,  with  downcast  looks  and  folded  arms,  he  followed  the 
hasty  stride  of  Neville  towards  the  tent  of  Queen  Beren- 
garia. — ^^  I  stand  undoubtedly  discovered  and  unfolded 
to  King  Richard  ;  yet  I  cannot  perceive  that  his  resent- 
ment is  hot  against  me.  If  I  understand  his  words,  and 
surely  it  is  impossible  to  misinterpret  them,  he  gives  me 
a  noble  chance  of  redeemiifg  my  Vioucmt  \i\o\!i  >icA^«^ 
a/*  tbhf  Alto  Marquis,  whose  g^V\l\  t^^i^  v&  ^bba 
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eye  and  quivering  lip,  when  the  charge  was  made  agaiBil 
hun. — Roswal,  faithfully  hast  thou  served  thy  master,  and 
most  dearly  shall  thy  wrong  be  avenged  !— ^But  what  it 
the  meaning  of  my  present  permission  to  look  upon  her, 
whom  I  had  despaired  ever  to  see  again  f — And  why  or 
how  can  the  royal  Plantagenet  consent  that  I  should  see 
his  divine  kinswoman,  either  as  the  messenger  of  tiie 
heathen  Saladin,  or  as  the  guilty  exile  whom  he  so  lately 
expelled  from  his  camp— his  audacious  avowal  of  the 
affection  which  is  his  pride,  being  the  greatest  enhance- 
ment of  his  guilt  ?  That  RicHard  should  consent  IB 
her  receiving  a  letter  from  an  infidel  lover,  by  the  hands 
of  one  of  such  disproportioned  rank,  are  either  of  them 
circumstances  equally  incredible,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
inconsistent  with  each  other.  But  Richard,  when  on- 
moved  by  his  heady  passions,  is  liberal,  generous,  and 
truly  noble,  and  as  such  I  will  deal  with,  and  act  accord- 
ing to  his  instructions,  direct  or  implied,  seeking  to  know 
no  more  than  may  gradually  unfold  itself  witliout  my 
officious  inquiry.  To  him  who  has  given  me  so  brave 
an  opportunity  to  vindicate  my  tarnished  honour,  I  owe 
acquiescence  and  obedience,  and,  painful  as  it  may  be, 
the  debt  shall  be  paid.  And  yet," — ^thus  the  proud 
swelling  of  bis  heart  farther  suggested — "  Cceur  de  lioo, 
as  be  is  called,  might  have  measured  the  feelings  of 
others  by  his  own.  /  urge  an  address  to  his  kinswoman ! 
/,  who  never  spoke  word  to  her  when  I  took  a  royal 
prize  from  her  hand — ^when  I  was  accounted  not  the 
lowest  in  feats  of  chivalry  among  the  defenders  of  ihe 
Cross  !  /  approach  her  when  in  a  base  disguise,  and 
in  a  servile  habit — and,  alas !  when  my  actual  conditioo 
is  that  of  a  slave,  with  a  spot  of  dishonour  on  that  which 
was  once  my  shield  !  /  do  this !  He  little  knows  me. 
Yet  I  thank  him  for  the  opportunity  which  may  make  as 
all  better  acquainted  with  each  other." 

As  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  tliey  paused  before 
the  entrance  of  the  Queerr's  pavilion. 

They  were  ot  cowt^^  ^^cbvxxs;^  V^  ^&m^  ^«eds^  nd 
Neville,  leaving  ^c  'Kxitfvwv  m  ^  ^vsv'^^^vtissoAsidcqL 
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Dhamber,  which  was  but  too  well  remembered  by  him, 
passed  into  that  which  was  u'spd  as  the  Queen's  pres- 
ence-chamber. He  communicated  his  royal  master's 
pleasure  in  a  low  and  respectful  tone  of  voice,  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  bluntness  of  Tiiomas  de  Vaux,  to  whom 
Richard  was  every  thing,  and  tlie  rest  of  the  court,  in- 
cluding Berengaria  herself,  was  nothing.  A  bilrst  of 
faughter  followed  the  coaununication  of  his  errand. 

^*  And  what  like  is  the  Nubian  slave,  who  comes  am- 
bassador on  such  an  errand  from  tire  Soldan  f — a  ne$rro, 
De  Neville,  is  he  not  .^"  said  a  female  voice,  easily  re- 
cognised for  that  of  Berengaria.  **  A  negro  is  he  not, 
De  Neville,  with  black  skin,  a  head  curled  like  a  ram's, 
a  flat  nose,  and  blubber  lips — ha,  worthy  Sir  Henry  ?" 

**Let  not  your  Grace  forget  the  shin-bones,"  said 
another  voice,  '^  bent  outwards  like  the  edge  of  a  Sara- 
cen scimitar.^' 

'^  Rather  like  the  bow  of  a  Cupid,  since  he  comes 
upon  a  lover's  errand,"  said  the  Queen.  '^  Gentle 
Neville,  thou  art  ever  prompt  to  pleasure  us  poor  women, 
who  have  so  little  to  pass  away  our  idle  moments.  We 
must  see  this  messenger  of  love.  Turks  and  Moors 
have  I  seen  many,  but  Negro  never.'' 

'*  I  am  created  to  obey  your  Grace's  commands,  so 
you  will  bear  me  out  with  my  sovereign  for  doing  so," 
answered  the  debonair  knight.  .  '^  Yet,  let  me  assure 
your  Grace,  you  will  see  somewhat  different  from  what 
you  expect." 

**  So  much  the  better — uglier  yet  tlian  our  imaginations 
can  fancy,  yet  the  chosen  love-messenger  of  tliis  gallant 
Soldan !" 

**  Gracious  Madam,"  said  the  Lady  Calista,  ^*  may  I 
implore  you  would  permit  the  good  knight  to  carry 
this  messenger  straight  to  the  Lady  Edith,  to  whom  his 
credentials  are  addressed  f  We  have  already  escaped 
hardly  for  such  a  frolic." 

"  £scaped  ?" — repeated  the  Queen  scornfully.  "  Yel 
ibou  may'st  be  riglit,  Caliaia,  iu  \h^  c^\xucyQL--A^\.>^d^!^ 


may 
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Nubian,  as  ihnu  caUcst  liim,  first  do  his  ernmd  to] 

cousin — Besides,  lie  is  mnie  tno — is  he  nol  ?"  | 

"  He  is,  gracious  Madam,"  answereit  ihe  knicbt.  ' 

'*  Roval  s[>orl  have  tliese    Eastern  ladies,"  said] 

rengaria,  "nllended  by  those  before  nhom  ihey  may! 

"  ine;,  yd  whoc-au  repotlnoihrng.      Wliereas  in  I 

as  the  Prelate  of  Saini  Jttde's  is  wont  to  st 

■d  of  the  air  will  carry  the  matter.'* 

"   Because,"  said   De  Neville,  "your  Grace  for 

at  you  speak  within  canvass  walls." 

The  voices  suitk  on  this  observation,  and  after  a  I 

whisperins;,  the   En^li:ib   knighl  ftgnin   returned  to 

Ethiopian,  and  made  him  a  si^^n  to  follow.      He  dU 

.  mod  Neville  conducted  him  to  a  pavilion,  pifcbed  sa 

L^iai  apart  from  that  of  llie  Queen,  for  the  accon 

ktion,  it  seemed,  of  the  Lady  Edith  and  her  attendi 

Doe  of  her  Coptic  maidens  received  the  message  e 

Hinicalcd  by  Sir  Henry  Neville,  and,  in  the  space  i 

f«ry   faw  minutes,  the  Nubian  was  usliered  into  Ed: 

resence,  while  Neville  was  left  on  tite  outside  of 

Tlie  sl^ve  who  introduced  bim  withdrew  i 

rignal  from  her  inistre^,  end  it  was  with  bumilialioai 

of  the  posture  only,  but  of  Uie  very  inmost  mtit,. 

llie  unfortuiinle  kni^hi,  thus  strangely  disguised,  ll 

himself  on  one  knee,  with  looks  bent  on  the  groundt 

arms  folded  on  his  bosom,  like  a  cnmirial  who  cxp 

his  doom.     Edich  was  clad  in  ttie  same  manner  at  * 

■lie  received  King  fticbard,  lier  long  iransparnil  i 

veil  hatiginEE  around  her  like  the  shade  of  a  summer  I 

iD  a  beautiful  landscape,  disguising  and  rendering  obd 

'e  beauties  which  it  could  not  hide.      She  held  in 

Hid  a  silver  lamp,  fed  with  some  aromatic  spirit,  w 

imed  with  unusual  brightness. 

[  When  Edith  came  witliin  a  step  of  the  kneeEng 

miionlcsa  slave,  site  held  tlie  light  towards  Ilia  fact 

I  peruse  his  features  more  attentively,  iturn  tw 

Bpin  liim,  and  placed  bcv  lam\i  so  as  to  tlirow 
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side.  Slw  at  length  spoke  in  a  voice  composed,  yet 
deeply  sorrowful. 

**  Is  it  jou  i  Is  it  indeed  you,  brave  Knight  of  the 
Leopard — gallant  Sir  Kenneth  of  Scotland— is  it  indeed 
you? — thus  servilely  disguised — thus  surrounded  by-an 
hundred  dangers?" 

At  liearing  the  tones  of  his  lady's  voice  ihtis  unexpect- 
edly addressed  to  him,  and  in  a  tone  of  compassion  ap- 
^  prouchlng  lo  tendtirness,  a  corresponding  reply  rushed  to 
the  kni gilt's  lips,  and  scarce  could  Kicliurd's  commands, 
and  bisown  promised  silence,  prevent  his  answering,  that 
tjie  sight  he  saw,  the  sounds  he  just  heard,  were  sullicient 
to  recompense  the  slavery  of  a  life,  and  dangers  which 
threatened  that  life  every  hour.  He  did  recollect  him- 
self, however,  and  a  deep  and  impassioned  sigh  was  his 
cnly  reply  to  llie  high-horn  Edidi's  question. 

"  I  see— I  know  I  have  guessed  right — "  continued 
Edith.  "  I  marked  you  from  your  tirst  appearance  near 
the  platform  on  which  I  stood  with  the  Queen.  I  knew, 
loo,  your  valiant  hound.  She  is  no  true  lady,  and  is  un- 
worthy of  tlie  service  of  such  a  knight  as  thou  art,  frora 
whom  disguises  of  dress  or  hue  could  conceal  a  faithful 
■ervant.  Speak,  then,  without  fear,  to  Edith  Planlagenet. 
She  knows  how  to  grace  in  adversity  the  good  knight 
who  served,  honoured,  and  did  deeds  of  arms  in  iter  name 
when  fortune  befriended  him. — Still  silent !  Is  it  fear  or 
shame  that  keeps  thee  so .''  Fear  should  be  unknown 
to  thee ;  and  for  shame,  let  it  remain  with  those  who  have 
wronged  thee." 

The  knight  in  despair  at  being  obliged  to  play  the  mute 
in  an  inlervlow  so  interesting,  could  only  express  his  mor- 
tificBtion  by  sighing  deeply,  and  l.iying  his  finger  upon  fail 
lips.     Edilh  stepped   back,  as  if  somewhat  displeased. 

"  What !"  she  said,  "  the  Asiatic  mute  in  very  deed, 
S9  well  as  in  ature  ?  This  I  looktid  not  for. — Or  thou 
inay'si  stfOrn  mc,  |)erhsp.s,  for  ijiiis  boldly  arknowledging 
(hat  1  have  heedfully  observed  tiic  hamate  thou  hast  paid 
IDS  f  Hold  jto  unworthy  thoughts  o(  ¥^vV  on.  'Cn-a.v  «k.- 
couot.     She  knows  well  the  bounAs  viV\tVi  tcwaN't  ^sA 
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ndcsty  prescribe  to  bigli-boru  maidens,  and  site  Uaa 
ji^faen  anil  liow  !ar  they  ^lioulil  give   plore  10  grtXltaiB 

i  a  sincere  desire  ihat  it  wem  in  her  power  lo  wp 
s  und  repair  iiijuries,  arising   from  (tie  dcrod 

Rilcli  a  good  knigh!  bore  lowards  her. — W}\y  fold  i 

)Knds  logeilier,  and  wring  them  with  so  much  passion  ?■ 
I  <Jan  it  he,"  she  added,  shrinking  back  nt  the  idea — "d 
iheir  cniehy  has  actually  deprived  thee  of  spMd 
Thou  shakcst  ihy  licad.  Be  h  a  spcU — be  it  ohrtinB 
1  question  ihce  no  farther,  bill  leave  iliee  to  do  iJiinti 
raud  after  thine  own  fasliioit.     I  also  ran  be  mute." 

The  disguised  knight  made  an  action  as  if  at  onol 
meuting  his  own  condition,  nnd  deprecating  her  di^ 
pre,  while  at  tlic  stime  time  he  presented  to  her,  wranK 
Bs  usiia),  in  line  silk  and  cloth  of  gold,  the  letter  a  I 
Soldan.  She  took  it,  surveyed  it  carelessly,  then  fa 
aside,  and  bending  her  eyes  ooce  more  on  tlie  knighl,! 
said  in  a  low  lone — "  Not  even  a  word  to  do  thine  ei 
to  me  ?" 

He  pressed  both  his  hands  lo  his  brow,  as  if  lo  il 
mate  ilie  pain  which  he  felt  at  being  utiubic  to  obey  h 
but  she  turned  from  him  in  anger. 

"  Begone  !"  she  said.     "  1  have  spoken  enouslM^^ 
much — 10  one  who  will  not  waste  on  ine  a  trord  io  mi 
Begone  ! — and  say,  if  I  have  wronged  Ihee,  I  hare  M 
penance  ;  for  if  I  have  been  the  unhappy  mcwi3<^dr 
gmgtliee  down  from  a  station  of  honour,  I  have,  in  I 

Iterview,  forgotten  my  own  worth,  and  lowered  I! 
thy  eyes  niid  in  my  own." 
She   covered   her  eyes    with  her  hand,  and  I 
leply  agitated.     Sir  Kenneth  would  hare  appt 
Bshe  waved  liiin  hack. 
j^  Stand  off !  thou  whose  soul  Heaven  h«tb  suiled 
'hew  station  !     Aught  less  dull  and  fearful  tlian  ad 
mule  had  spoken  a  word  of  gmlilude,  were  it  but  Ur 
oneile  me  to  my  own  degraJntion.     Wlij  pau»ejrt»?' 
begone  1" 

^^Bds  the  leliot  as  an  av'^'^^'i  ^*  ^ 
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I  snatched  it  up,  saying  in  a  tone  of  irony  and  con- 
pt,  '*!  hadforgotten — the  dutiful  slave  waits  an  answer 
his  message. — How's  tliis — from  the  Soldan  !" 
>he  hastily  ran  over  the  contents,  which  were  exprcs- 

botb  in  Arabic  and  French,  and  when  she  had  donci 

laughed  in-  bitter  anger. 

^  Now  this  passes  imagination  !"  she  said  ;  "  no  jong- 
r  can  show  so  deft  a  transmutation  !  His  leger- 
nain  can  transform  zechins  and  bezants  into  doils 
I  maravedies ;  but  can  his  art  convert  a  Chrisliau 
ght,  ever  esteemed  among  the  bravest  of  the  Holy 
isade,  into  the  dust-kissing  slave  of  a  heathen  Sol- 
i — the  bearer  of  a  Payniiii's  insolent  projiosals  to 
christian  maiden — nay,  forgetting  the  laws  of  hon- 
mble  chivalry,  as  well  as  of  religion  !     But  it  avails 

talking  to  the  willing  slave  of  a  heathen  hound.  Tell 
IT  master,  when  his  scourge  shall  have  found  thee  a 
gue,  that  which  thou  hath  seen  mc  do." — So  saying, 

threw  the  Soldan's  letter  on  the  ground,  and  placed 

foot  upon  it — "  And  say  to  him  that  Edith  Planla- 
let  scorns  the  homage  of  an  unchristened  Pagan.'' 
iVith  these  words  she  was  about  to  shoot  from  the 
ght,  when,  kneeling  at  her  feet  in  bitter  agony,  he  ven- 
?d  to  lay  his  hand  upon  her  robe  and  oppose  her  dc- 
ture. 

*  Hcardst  thou  not  what  I  said,  dull  slave  .^"  she  said, 
ling  short  round  on  him,  and  speaking  with  emphasis  ; 
sll  the  heatlien  Soldan,  thy  master,  tliat  I  scorn  his 
:,  as  much  as  I  despise  the  prostration  of  a  worthless 

egade  to  religion  and  chivalry — to  God  and  to  his 

»  fw 

7  • 

io  saying  she  burst  from  him,  tore  her  garment  fjcom 
grasp,  and  left  the  tent. 

Hie  voice  of  Neville,  at  the  same  time,  summoned 
I  from  without.  Exhausted  and  stupified  by  the  dis- 
»  he  had  undergone  during  this  interview,  from  which 
could  only  have  extricated  himself  by  breach  of  the 
;agemcnt  which  he  had  formed  with   Kin^   Riciiard^ 

unfortunate  knigbt  staggered  ral\ioi  \X\^w  vi^a!^6.^^  ^v^ix 
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ifae  English  baron,  till  they  reicbed  the  njal 
before  which  a  party  of  hanenaen  had  just  din 
There  was  light  and  motion  within  tbe-teiit,  ud  i 
Tille  entered  with  hia  di^uised  attendant,  the 
the  Kingt  with  leveral  of  liis  nolMlitjr,  engaged 
comiDg  those  who  were  newly  arrired. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

■  Tha  tew  I  died  BOM  erer  U  • 


"  1  WKp  ml  fbr  the  lilent  dead, 
Their  paiiB  arc  paR,  tlieit  nmw*  o'er. 
And  Ibcae  llial  loved  Ifaeir  it^ii  mun  tnad, 
HV'ben  ileoih  ibaU  joh>  lo  pan  m  ■mn." 

Bal  irone  lliui  iliKMe,'  nine  IhoD  deitb, 
8be  wqK  her  h)V<n'ii  ■ollicd  fame. 
And  end  with  all  Ae  pride  oT  binh. 
She  wept  a  nldter'i  injund  nunr. 

Ballad. 

The  frank  and  bold  voice  of  Richard  was 
joyous  gratulalion. 

"  Tiiomas  de  Vaux  !  stout  Tom  of  the  Gilb 
head  of  King  Henry  thou  art  welcome  to  me  as 
flask  of  wine  to  a  jolly  loper  !  1  should  scai 
known  bow  to  order  piy  battle  array,  unless  I 
bulky  form  in  mine  eye  as  a  landmark  to  form  j 
upon.  We  shall  have  blows  anon,  Thomas,  if  t 
be  gracious  to  us  ;  and  bad  we  fought  in  thine 
I  would  have  looked  to  hear  of  thy  being  found 
upon  on  elder-tree." 

"  \  shon\A  Wve  \«iTWft  \»."i  dUH.i}9oiiitment  n 
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I 

ied  the  death  of  an  apostate.  Bitt  1  thank  your 
r  my  welcome,  which  is  the  more  generous,  as 
ts  a  banquet  of  blows,  of  which,  saving  your 
you  are  ever  too  apt  to  engross  the  larger  share  ; 
have  I  brought  one  to  whom  your  Grace  will,  I 
re  a  yet  warmer  welcome." 
erson  who  now  stepped  forward  to  make  obei- 
Richard,  was  a  young  man  of  low  stature  and 
m.  His  dress  was  as  modest  as  his  figure  was 
sive,  but  he  bore  on  his  bonnet  a  gold  buckle, 
m,  the  lustre  of  which  could  only  be  rivalled 
rilliancy  of  the  eye  which  tlie  bonnet  shaded, 
e  only  striking  feature  in  his  countenance  ;  but 
;e  noticed,  it  ever  made  a  strong  impression 
ectator.  About  his  neck  there  hung  in  a  scarf 
ue  silk  a  wrest^  as  it  was  called, — that  is,  the  key 
;h  a  harp  is  tuned,  and  which  was  of  solid  gold, 
personage  would  have  kneeled  reverently  to 
but  the  monarch  raised  him  in  joyful  haste, 
im  to  his  bosom  warmly,  and  kissed  him  on  either 
le  face. 

idel  de  Nesle  !"  be  exclaimed  joyfully — "  wel- 
m  Cyprus,  my  king  of  minstrels  !  welcome  to 
of  England,  who  rates  not  his  own  dignity  more 
an  he  does  thine.  I  have  been  sick,  man,  and, 
>ul,  I  believe  it  was  for  lack  of  thee  ;  for,  were 
ly  to  the  gate  of  Heaven,  metln'nks  thy  strains 
II  me  back. — And  what  news,  my  gentle  nias- 
the  land  of  the  lyre  ?  Any  thing  fresh  from 
eura  of  Provence  ? — ^any  thing  from  the  min- 
merry  Normandy  f — above  all,  hast  thou  tliy- 
I  busy  ? — But  I  need  not  ask  thee — thou  can'st 
le  if  thou  would'st — ^thy  noble  qualities  arc  like  t 
ing  within,  and  compel  thee  to  pour  thyself  out 
and  song." 

ething  I  have  learned,  and  something  I  fatva 
!)le  King,"  answered  the  celebrated  Blondel, 
itiring  modesty,  which  all  Richard's  cnthusiAitia 
n  of  his  skill  had  been  unBL\Ae  \x>\>^ia:^* 
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'*  Wo  will  hpor  lliee,  man — wo  will  hear  iboe 
[■fc,"  sniH  ihe    King  ; — ihcn  lotK-TiiiiR  Bloudtl's  siiDulde 
f^nndly,  lie  ntliletl,  "  that  is,  if  iliou  art  uul  (atiEjuviJ  mih 
r  JMiiriiey  ;  fori  would  sooner  ridt-  iny  lesi  lx>t»eH 
(cntli,  than  injure  n  noic  of  ihy  roicp." 

"y  voice  is,   ns  ever,  nt  Uie  service  of  my  TOfii 

E~      Iron,"  anid  Biondel  ;  "  but  yimr  Majtsty,"  he  addad^ 
(king  nl  some  pnpors  on  the  tabic,   "  secitii:  Enor«  ' 
Tporinntly  engn^ud,anil  ihu  liotir  waxes  late." 
I  >  "  Noi  n  whit,  man,  itoi  a  nltil,  my   d«an»i 
I  f-did  but  ekch-h  nn  nrray  of  bntilu  aeiainsi  the  Sane 
r  Htliins;  of  a  moment — almost  as  sood  done  as  (be  nil 
I  of  titcm." 

*  Moihinks,  however,"  said  Thomas  do  Vnax, 
[  4wr<^  not  iinfil   to  inquire  what  soldiers  your  GrsotI 
B  arroy.     I  brinj;  rrporis  on  d)at-«itbjoci  from 

"  Thou  aria  mule, Thntims,"  said  ilie  king— ^tn 
■nulu  for  dtilncKS  and  obstinacy  ! — Cmite,  noblcs—4  i 
—^1  linll  ! — riingeye  nroand  him — Gixx-  Blonde]  tbc 
bourei — Wiiere  is  his  hurji-bearer  f — or,  soft — kodb 
toy  harp,  his  oivn  mny  he  damnE;ed  by  the  jotiniej." 
"  I  would  your  Graco  would  Inks  iwy  report,  I 
Thomas  de  Vanx.  "  1  hnvo  ridden  fur,  and  tiafe  w 
list  to  my  bed  than  to  have  iny  cars  tJeJJed." 

"  Thy  ears  lieklcil  !"  said  the  King  ;  "  that  nmtt 
with  a  noodeock's  fvaiher,  and  not  wilh  swuct  JMB 
Hark  ihoe,  Thomas,  do  llitne  cars  know  Uie  UD^ 
llloiidel   fi'iiffl    l1je  brayiug  of  nn  nss  ?" 

I"  In  f;iilh,  my  lieKc,"  replied  Thnniiis,  "  1  cai 
y  ;  hut  setting  Blondel  out  of  the   queKlion, 
tn   i^enilcuitiii,  and  doubtless  of  high  aci|tiimmi 
■)l  never,  fnr  the  sake  of  your  Grace's  qucsiioa, 
n  tninstret,  but  I  shall  think  upou  an  ass." 
*'  And  mmhi  not  your  maniiera,"  said  Kiciiard, ' 
tepted  me,  who  am  a  p;eiiliemun  bom  as  well  as 
del,  and  like  liim  a  ^uild-broiber  of  llie  Joyeitsc  »ri« 
"  Your  Grace   should   remember,"    said    Da 
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**  MoatUuly  ^ok«ii,"  said  the  King  ;  "  and  an  ill-con- 
litiooed  animal  tbou  art — But  come  hither,  master  mule, 

1  be  unloaded,  that  thou  raay'st  get  thee  to  thy  litter, 

ibout  nny  music  being  wasted  on  thee. — Meantime  do 
ihou,  good  brother  of  Salisbury,  go  to  our  consort's  tent, 
■nd  tell  her  that  Jllondel  has  arrived,  with  his  budget 
fraught  with  the  newest  minstrelsy — Bid  her  come  hither 
iiutaDtly,  and  do  ihou  escort  her,  and  sec  that  our  cousin, 
Edith  Plantagenet,  remain  not  behind." 

His  eye  then  rested  for  a  moment  on  the  Nubian,  with 
diat  expression  of  doubtful  meaning,  which  his  counle- 
BOnce  usually  displayed  when  he  looked  at  him. 

"  Ha,  our  silent  and  secret  messenger  returned  f— 
Stand  up  slave,  behind  the  back  of  De  Neville,  and  tbou 
wbak  hear  presently  sounds  which  will  make  thee  bless 
God  that  he  afflicted  thee  rather  with  dumbness  than 


So  saying,  be  turned  from  the  rest  of  tlie  company 
towards  De  Vaux,  and  plunged  instantly  into  the  military 
detaib  which  that  baron  laid  before  him. 

About  the  time  that  the  Lord  of  Gilsland  hod  finish- 
ed his  audience,  a  messenger  announced  that  the  Queen 
and  her  attendants  were  approaching  the  royal  tent. — 
**  A  flask  of  wine,  ho  !"  said  tlie  King  ;  "  of  old  King 
laanc's  long-saved  Cyprus,  which  he  won  when  he  storm- 
ad  Famagousta — till  to  the  stout  Lord  of  Gilsland,  gen- 
tles— a  more  careful  and  faithful  servant  never  had  any 
prince." 

"  I  am  glad,"  said  Tliomas  de  Vaux,  "  tliat  your 
Grace  finds  the  mule  a  useful  slave,  though  his  voice  bo 
leai  musical  than  horse-hair  or  wire." 

"  What,  thou  csn'st  not  yet  digest  that  quip  of  the 
mule  ?"  said  Richard.  *'  Wash  it  down  with  a  brimming 
flagon,  man,  or  thou  wilt  choke  upon  it. — Why,  so — well 
puUed  ! — and  now  I  will  tell  diee,  thou  art  a  soldier  as 
■rail  OS  I,  and  we  must  brook  each  other's  jests  in  the  hall, 
Bi  each  other's  blows  in  the  tourney,  and  love  each  other 
the  harder  we  bit.  By  my  faith,  iC  Umu  liv^w.  uaMck. 
£7*    rot.  H. 
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me  a«  hnrd  as  I  dii)  ihee  lu  our  lale  pocottnicr,  tbow  g. 
n  lliy  trit  to  (he  tljrusi.  But  here  lies  Xhe  diffen 
etwixt  Uicc  nitil  Itlundcl.  Tlinii  nri  but  my  romrail 
I  inighi  say  my  pii{)i1 — in  llie  nn  of  wnr  ;  Ittondd  is  i 
maslcr  in  the  science  or  min&uclsjr  end  music.  To  (t 
1  permit  Uic  freedom  oi  intimacy — to  hun  1  miui  do  rl 
erencc,  as  to  my  supeitur  in  his  art.  Cotnc,  nuui,  be  | 
peevisli,  but  rttitiuiii  and  hear  our  clce." 

"  To  see  your  Mnjcsiy  in  sticli  cheerful  mood,"  i 
the  Ijord  of  Gilsland,  "  hy  my  failli,  1  rould  nm 
till  Blonde!  hnd  arbicvrd  ijje  great  Romance  of  8 
Arthur,  which  lusts  for  three  days." 

"  We  will  not  tax  your  patience  so  deeply,"  tudi 
King.  "  But  Eoc,  yonder  glare  of  torches  irtthoni  iW 
that  owr  rotisort  approaclies — Away  to  receirc  bcr,  ml 
and  win  thyself  grace  in  the  brightest  eyes  of  CliriH 
dom. — Nay,  never  slop  to  udjiisl  thy  trloak.  See,lhl 
hasl  let  Neville  come  between  the  wuid  and  the  sab 
lliy  galley." 

"  He  was  never  before  in  the  field  of  battle,"  wd  1 
Vatix,  not  greatly  pleased    to  sec  himself  anticipand  1 

»lhe  more  nctive  service  of  the  chamberlain. 
*  "  No,  neither  he  nor  any  one  went  before  tlmtfM 
ny  good  Tom  of  the  Gills,"  snid  llic  King,  "  uatM 
ms  ourscir,  now  and  then." 
*  "Ay,  my  liege,"  s.iid  De  Vatix,  "  and  let  us  do  ji 
See  to  the  unforKmate  ; — the  unhappy  Kniglit  of  I 
I<Eopar<:  hatli  been  before  me,  too,  at  a  season  ;  for,  )a 

you,  he  iveigha  less  on  horseback,  and  so "  I 

"  Hush  !"  said  the  King,  interniptuig  hiro  in  ■  p*- 
rempiory  tone — "  not  a  word  of  h;m^-''  and  iDsnailf 
stepped  fomard  to  greet  his  royal  consort ;  and  wWm  b« 
had  done  so,  he  presented  to  her  Blonde),  as  Kiaj  rf 
Minstrelsy,  and  his  master  in  the  gay  scienco.  Bent- 
garia,  who  well  knew  thnl  her  royal  husband's  pUM 
for  poetry  and  music  almost  equalled  his  appetite  tx  \ 
warlike  fame,  and  iliat  Blondel  was  his  e^|>rcinl  fgvouniCf  i 
look  anxious  caie  la  i&i:e'Me\C\vti  ^''^-^'ik^ba  floUeni:^  dif  ■ 
^^■jnctions  tide  to  one  "M^Yom  >i\e  Vlva^  4^i^AKA.>nSi 


r 

Tet  it  was  eyident,  that,  though  Blondel  made  suitable 
returns  to  the  compliments  showered  on  him  something 
too  abundantly  by  the  royal  beauty,  he  owned  with  deeper 
reverence  and  more  humble  gratitude  the  simple  and 
graceful  welcome  of  Edith,  whose  kindly  greeting  ap- 
peared to  him,  perhaps,  sincere  in  proportion  to  its  brevity 
and  simplicity. 

Both  the  Queen  and  her  royal  husband  were  aware 
of  this  distinction,  and  Richard,  seeing  his  consort  some- 
what piqued  at  the  preference  assigned  to  his  cousin,  by 
which  perhaps  he  himself  did  not  feel  much  gratified, 
said  in  tlie  hearing  of  both, — ^*  We  minstrels,  Berengaria, 
as  tliou  may'st  see  by  the  bearing  of  our  master  Blondel, 
•pay  more  reverence  to  a  severe  judge,  like  our  kinswo- 
man, than  to  a  kindly  partial  friend,  like  thyself,  who  is 
willing  to  take  our  worth  upon  trust." 

Edith  was  moved  by  tliis  sarcasm  of  her  royal  kinsman, 
and  hesitated  not  to  reply,  that,  "  To  be  a  harsh  and  se- 
vere judge,  was  not  an  attribute  proper  to  her  alone  of 
all  the  Plantagencts." 

She  had  perhaps  said  more,  having  some  touch  of  the 
temper  of  that  house,  which,  deriving  their  name  and 
cognixance  from  the  lovyly  broom,  (Plania  Genista j) 
assumed  as  an  emblem  of  humility,  were  perhaps  one 
of  the  proudest  families  that  ever  ruled  in  England  ; 
but  her  eye,  when  kindling  in  her  reply,  suddenly  caught 
those  of  the  Nubian,  although  be  endeavoured  to  conceal 
himself  behind  the  nobles  who  were  present,  and  she 
sunk  upon  a  scat,  turning  so  pale,  that  the  Queen  Be- 
rengaria deemed  herself  obliged  to  call  for  water  and  es- 
sences, and  to  go  through  the  other  ceremonies  appro- 
priate to  a  lady's  swoon.  Richard,  who  better  estimat- 
ed Edith's  strength  of  mind,  called  to  Blondel  to  assume 
his  seat  and  commence  his  lay,  declaring,  that  minstrelsy 
was  worth  every  other  recipe  to  recall  a  Plantagenet  to 
life. — *'  Sing  us,"  he  said,  "  that,  song  of  the  Bloody 
Vest,  of  which  thou  didst  formerly  give  me  the  argument 
ere  I  left  Cyprus  ;  thou  must  be  perfect  in  it  b^  ^i!A& 
iime,  or,  as  our  yeomen  say,  ih]r  bovi  \&\^tc>ii&ti? 


I 


TAI.BS  OF  TRB    CKrRAnCIK- 

The  nnxious  i-yc  of  the  minstrel,  howerer,  ifm 
Edith,  and  it  tras  hot  till  lie  obsened  her  rctuming  d 
tliat  lie  obeyed  the  repealed  commaiMls  of  tlie  | 
Tlien,  accompanying  his  voice  wiih  the  harp,  s 
g;rare,  but  yet  not  drown,  Ihe  sense  of  what  he  si 
chanted  lu  a  sort  of  reciiaiive,  one  of  (hose  luicitH 
ventures  of  love  and   knighthood,  nhich    H'c 
}'ore  to  win  (he  public  attention.     So  Eooa  a 
to  prelude,  the  insigniScance  of  his  personal  appeal 
seemed  lo   disappear,  and  his  countenance  flowed] 
energy  and  inspiration.     His  full,  tnanly,  mellow  i 
so  absolutely  under  command  of  the  purest  taste,  I 
ed  on  every  ear,  and  lo  every   heart.     Richard,  i 
ed  as  after  victory,  called  out  the  appropriate  sural 
for  silence, 

.  '    .      .     LiHen,  Lonb,  m  batrtr  uid  hall ; 

while,  willi  the  zeal  of  a  patron  at  once  and  t  jnijil 
arranged  the  circle  around,  and  hushed  them  into  sn 
and  he  himself  sal  down  u-ilh  an  air  of  expeciatioi 
interest,  not  altogether  unmixed  uitii  the  gravity  a| 
professed  critic.  The  courtiers  turned  their  eyes  d 
King,  tliat  they  mjglit  be  ready  to  irnce  and  imital^ 
emotions  liis  features  should-  express,  and  Th(»Bf 
Vaos  yawned  tremendously,  as  one  who  submitloJ 
willingly  to  a  wearisome  penance.  The  songof  Bn 
,ivas  of  course  in  the  Norman  language;  biit  tlie  n 
wuicb  follow,  express  iu  meaning  and  its  inamWi  ■ 


She  moons  ^txt. 


TvrM  war  llv 
WhunUv^ir. 


ih  h«  fBtwI.  wot  ftinliT  iniisl  <Sir«. 
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Tbc  fonJ  kHicU  ■'ik  iapMni  aikl  ilr  diil  icpaa- 
VW-  Ae  >a—»rf  Utim  JoU  ud  hbi  Ja>3y Vair. 

"ThinabajLtdT."  ibr  eo^  nnl  he, 
Aad  Iks  kv^  bm  k»tj  hoih  hmil  iukI  knrc, 
■<  Bha  k  WfTiMj  fwacm  la  high  in  ttr-nr, 
AadihoB  uluk.m-h'uLiJsfaiiiiaviit'llbc— 
Ha  Am  miiU  rtkiti'iD  Wi;  a  itn,' 
Ortoriar  iDFfa  anlf  aai'ividit  hfrfimn  ii>«o. 
■m  due  mw  heti  ilml.  fn  i>hirt>  nH  iihu  iiiaj  k« 
Wa  Hritiika  ii  bMk'd  by  Whit  chivalric. 

"  IWnbre  iba*  Kxaki  mv  lailv,''  ihc  r;uri>n'F  homiil, 
Aad  Aa  lurgta  Imlt  Iwm]  oii^  hniid  iiikI  nilli  iKail, 
*■  rW andr  ibr  gaud  nraiw  ii nbiili  llinu  an  iliul, 
Aad  doa  Iboa  ih^  wml  oT  bcr  niRhl-si'ur  iiuU'nd, 
FW-  m  haahnt  at  ihwl,  a  kirtlc  if  llin-nil : 
Aad  duKr,  ikm  lUireil,  ia  llw  (ouninmrBi  (trpoil, 
Aad  %bi  u  ibj  'Kim  ii  when'  dim)  l.hml  ia  riicl, 
lad  limg  hinir  awn;,  cr  rcoioiu  u'i>b  Ibo  dt'ail.*' 

UiMvoMed  in  bn  look,  and  Dnlmihlnl  in  lilt  l<rpiia. 

Tie  kniehl  the  hcbI  bmh  lokcn,  DwI  revi'mtily  liuiii  Liia'il  j 

"  Kcnr  HmmJ  he  ihr  Dmnmi.ilH-  mrHixtrrlK'  Mis) ! 

Huh  bowor'd  dn  I  bold  nw  iu  inv  ladv't  bigli  U-Ih-o  ; 

And  nir  iHo  my  Iwly,  in  IliM  ihMi'r  iii*Iit-Hnil  iIivaM, 

Tn  the  bM  imcd  dMSipinn  I  will  no)  mil  mv  rml, 

IhN  if  I  liw  BMl  bur  w  Wftl.  nil  im-  lum  M  lalir  Uh-  l«t." 

Hen,  gnai(%  OMk  ihu  finnomt  Tj  Ue  of  Ibc  Lny  of  Ibv  llkwiy  Vnl. 

"  Tbou  hast  changed  the  measure  upon  us  iiiinwarca 
I  ibat  last  couplet,  my  Blniidcl  ?"  said  the  Kiiic;. 

"  Most  true,  my  Lord,"  said  Ulondei.  "  1  rriuli-r- 
)  Ibe  verses  fmrn  the  Italian  of  an  old  hargicr,  wlxim  1 
n  in  Cyprus,  and  not  having  had  time  oillier  to  iniiisl'Jiti 
iccuratety,  or  commit  it  to  memory,  I  am  fain  to  siniH 
f  gaps  in  the  music  and  llic  verse  ns  I  cnii  n|iun  tho 
ur  of  the  moment,  as  you  sec  boors  mend  a  f]ni<'k!ti'l 
nee  with  a  fagot." 

"  Nay,  on  my  faith,"  said  the  King,  "  I  tike  ti.  ' 
tiling  rollinE:  Alexandrines — methinks  they  roiiie  iiiuit 
'Bni;Ingly  off  to  the  music  than  that  briefer  m)'nsniT." 

"  Both  are  licensed,  as  is  well  knoiTti  to  yotir  Grace," 
isn'ered  Blond  el. 

"  They  arc  so,  Blondel,"  said  Richard  ;  "  yet  tne- 
inks  (lie  scene,  where  there  is  like  to  be  (ighling,  will 
>  best  OS  in  tbcx  snmo  liiundcring  Aleiatultines^  which 
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BOund  like  the  charge  of  cavalry ;  while  the  other  mm^ 
tire  is  but  like  the  sidelong  amble  of  a  lady's  palfrey." 

"  It  shall  be  as  your  Grace  pleases,"  repHed  Blondel, 
uid  began  again  to  prelude. 

"  Nay,  first  cherish  thy  fancy  with  a  cup  of  fiery  Chios 
vine,"  said  the  King  ;  "  and  hark  ibee,  I  would  h^ve 
thee  fling  away  that  new-fangled  restriction  of  thine,  of 
terminating  in  accurate  and  similar  rhymes.  They  are  a 
constraint  on  tliy  flow  of  fancy,  and  make  thee  resemble 
a  man  dancing  in  fetters." 

"  The  fellers  are  easily  flung  ofi*,  at  least,"  said  Blon- 
del,  again  sneeping  his  fingers  over  the  strings,  as  one 
who  would  rather  have  played  than  listened  to  criticism 

"  But  why  put  them  on,  man  ?"  continued  the  King — 
"  Wherefore  thrust  thy  genius  into  iron  bracelets  ?  I 
marvel  how  you  got  forn~3rd  at  all — I  am  sure  I  should 
not  have  been  able  to  compose  a  stanza  in  yonder  ham- 
pered measure." 

Blond  el  looked  down  and  busied  himself  with  (he  strings 
of  his  harp,  to  hide  aninvoluntary  smile  which  crept  over 
his  features  ;    but  it  escaped  not  Richard's  observation. 

"  By  my  faith,  thou  laugh'st  at  me,  Blondel,"  he  said ; 
"  and,  in  good  truth,  every  man  deserves  it  who  pre- 
sumes to  play  the  master  when  he  should  be  the  pupil; 
but  we  kings  get  bad  habits  of  self-opinion. — Come, 
on  with  thy  lay,  dearest  Blondel— on  after  thine  own 
fasliron,  belter  than  aught  that  we  can  suggest,  iboueh 
we  must  needs  be  talking." 

Blondel  resumed  the  lay  ;  but,  as  extemporaneous 
composition  was  familiar  to  him,  he  failed  not  to  comply 
with  the  King's  hints,  and  was  perhaps  not  displeased 
to  show  with  how  much  ease  he  could  new-model  a 
poem,  even  while  in  the  act  of  recitation. 

ZTIir  Sloolts  ®cst. 

FtTTE    BlCDiD. 

The  Itsptin'i  flilr  mnnuw  heheld  frallant  IniM— 
TlicnwaiHLuninicQf  hDniwr,  and  l»>n|:  of  ipii*— 
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O,  wrn^  m  Imiglit  there  tbnglil  brat^y  and  wdl| 
Yet  one  was  accounted  his  peers  to  excel, 
And  \was  he  whose  sole  armour  on  body  and  breast, 
Beem'd  the  weed  of  a  damsel  when  bound  for  her  rest 

There  were  some  dealt  him  wounds  that  were  bloody  and  sore, 

But  others  respected  his  plight  and  forbore. 

'**  It  is  some  oath  of  honour."  they  said,  **  and  I  trow, 

Twere  ;inknightly  to  slay  aim  aoiieviiig  his  vow/' 

Then  the  Prince,  for  his  aake,  bade  the  tournament  oease. 

He  flung  down  his  warder,  the  trumpets  sunf  peace  ; 

And  the  judges  declare,  and  compeutors  yield. 

That  the  Knight  of  the  Night-gear  was  mrst  in  the  field. 

The  fcast  it  was  nigh,  aiid  the  mass  it  was  nigher, 

When  before  the  fair  princess  low  loutod  a  squire, 

And  delivered  a  garment  unseemly  to  view. 

With  sword-cut  and  speor-lhrust,  all  hack'a  and  pierced  through ; 

All  rent  and  all  tattered,  all  clotted  with  blood, 

With  foam  of  the  horses,  with  dust,  and  with  mud : 

Not  the  point  of  that  lady's  small  finger,  I  ween, 

Co«ild  have  rested  on  spot  was  unsullied  and  clean. 

"  This  token' my  master,  Sir  Thomas  a  Kent, 
Restores  to  the  Princess  of  fair  Benevent ; 
He  that  climbs  the  tall  tree  has  won  right  to  the  finut. 
He  that  leaps  the  wide  gulf  should  prevail  in  his  suit ; 
Through  Viwt  utmost  peril  the  prixe  I  have  won, 
And  now  must  the  faith  of  my  mistress  be  shown : 
For  she  who  prompts  knights  on  such  danger  to  ran. 
Must  avouch  bis  true  service  in  finont  of  the  sun. 

"  '  I  restore,'  says  my  master,  '  the  garment  IVe  won. 

And  I  claim  of  the  princess  to  don  it  in  turn  ; 

For  its  stains  and  its  rents  she  should  prize  it  the  more, 

Since  by  shame  'lis  unsullied,  though  crimson'd  with  gore.'^ 

Then  decn  blush'd  the  Princess— yet  kiss'd  she  and  press'd 

The  blood-spotted  robes  to  her  lips  and  her  breast. 

*^  Go  tell  mv  true  knight,  churcn  and  chamber  shall  show, 

If  I  value  tne  blood  on  this  garment  or  no." 

And  when  it  was  time  for  the  nobles  to  pass, 
In  solemn  )>roce8sion  to  minster  and  mass, 
The  first  walk'd  the  Prince!»  in  purple  and  paH, 
But  the  btood-besmeorcd  night-rot^  she  wore  over  all ; 
And  eke,  in  the  hall,  where  they  all  sat  at  dine, 
When  she  knelt  to  her  father  and  profier'd  the  wine^ 
Over  all  her  rich  robes  and  state  jewels,  she  wore 
That  wimple  unseemly  bedabbled  with  gore. 

Then  lords  whisper'd  Indies,  as  well  you  may  think. 
And  ladies  replied,  with  noo,  titter,  and  wink  ; 
And  the  Prince,  who  in  anger  and  shame  had  look'd  difwn^ 
Tom'd  at  len^n  to  his  daughter,  and  spoke  with  a  fro%irn  i 
"  Now  since  tbou  hast  pubfish'd  thy  folly  and  guilt, 
E'en  atone  with  thy  hand  for  the  blood  thou  hast  spile ; 

If'  ^'   *  -I  '^ 
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A  murmur  of  applause  ran  througti  the  nsscmMy,  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  Richard  himself,  who  laB(k>i)  viik 
praises  his  favourite  tninslrcl,  and  enrlcd  by  presenting 
bim  with  a  ring  of  considerable  value.  The  Qoen 
hastened  to  distinguish  the  favourite  by  a  rich  lirauMf 
and  many  of  the  nobles  nlio  were  present  folloHBiI  & 
royal  example, 

"  Is  our  cousin  Ediili,"  said  the  King,  "  becon 
insensible  to  the  sound  of  tlic  harp  she  once  luved  f 

"  Sho  thanks  Blondi?!  for  his  lay,"  replied  Ediibt  ** 
doubly  the  kindness  of  the  kinsman  who  suggested  ilJ 

"  Thou  art  angrj',  cousin,"  said  the  King  ;  "  mp 
because  thou  hast  heard  of  a  woman  more  wayward  tbsf 
lliyself.  But  yoit  escape  me  not — I  ivtil  walk  a  Spue 
homeward  with  jou  towards  the  Queen's  pavilioa-nn 
must  hare  conference  together  era  the  uighl  has  waonl 
'  ito  morning." 

Tlie  Queen  and  her  attendants  were  now  on  foot,aiii 
otliei  guests  withdrew  froni  tlie  rnyol  Ipni-     A  bra 

bhiEin^  larches,  and  nil  escort  of  archers,  awMttd 

[crciiRaria  williout  the  pavilion,  and  sho  wa*  soon  on  Im 

way  homeward.     Kichard,  as  he  hud  proposed,  ualknl 

beside  his  kinswoman,  and  compelled  her  to  ncccpi  of  hi* 

arm  as  her  support,  so  that  tliey  could  speak  to  raiii 

her  without  hcini;  overheard. 

"  What  answer  tlicn  am  I  to  reiuru  to  the  iiubli:  Sol- 
f"  said  Richard.  "  The  Kings  and  Princi;*  mo 
Rilling  from  mp,  Ediili — this  new  quarrel  hath  nlli-nated 
liicm  once  more.  I  would  do  something  fur  the  Huljf 
^cfiulthrc  \)]  cow^^tioiii  iC  iiut  bx  vk] 
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cfaaDce  of  my  doing  this  depends,  alas,  on  the  caprice  of 
a  woman.  I  would  lay  my  single  spear  in  the  rest  against 
ten  of  the  best  lances  in  Christendom,  rather  than  argue 
with  a  wilful  wench,  who  knows  not  what  is  for  her  own 
good. — ^What  answer,  coz,  am  I  to  return  to  the  Soldan  ? 
It  must  be  decisive." 

««  Tell  him,"  said  Edith,  <<  that  the  poorest  of  the 
Plantagenets  will  rather  wed  with  misery  than  with  mis- 
belief." 

"  Shall  I  say  with  slavery^  Edith  .^"  said  tlie  Kmg, — 
**  Methinks  that  it  is  nearer  thy  tlioughts." 

"  There  is  no  room,"  said  EditI),  ^^  for  the  suspicion 
you  so  grossly  insinuate.  Slavery  of  the  body  might 
have  been  pitied,  but  that  of  the  soul  is  only  to  be  de- 
spised. Shame  to  thee.  King  of  merry  England  !  thou 
hast  enthralled  both  the  limbs  and  the  spirit  of  a  knight, 
once  scarce  less  famed  than  thyself." 

*'  Should  I  not  prevent  my  kinswoman  from  drinking 
poison,  by  sullying  the  vessel  which  contained  it,  if  I 
saw  no  other  means  of  disgusting  her  with  the  fatal  li- 
quor .^"  replied  the  King. 

"  It  is  thyself,"  answered  Edith,  "  that  would  press 
me  to  drink  poison,  because  it  is  proffered  in  a  golden 
chalice." 

"  Edith,"  said  Richard;  *'  I  cannot  force  thy  resolu- 
tion ;  but  beware  you  shut  not  the  door  which  Heaven 
opens.  The  hermit  of  Engaddi,  he  whom  Popes  and 
Councils  have  regarded  as  a  prophet,  hath  read  in  the 
stars  that  thy  marriage  shall  reconcile  me  witli  a  power- 
ful enemy,  and  that  thy  husband  shall  be  Christian,  leav- 
ing tlius  the  fairest  ground  to  hope,  that  the  conversion 
of  the  Soldan,  and  the  bringing  in  of  the  sons  of  Ishmael 
to  the  pale  of  tlie  church,  will  be  the  consequence  of 
tliy  wedding  with  Saladin.  Come,  thou  must  make  some 
sacrifice  rather  than  mar  such  happy  prospects." 

"  Men    may  sacrifice  rams  and  goats,"  said  Edith, 
"  but  not  honour  and  conscience.     I  have  heard  that  it 
was  the  idishonour  of  a  Christian  maiden  which  brought 
28    VOL.  II. 
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the  Saracens  into   Spain-— the  shame  of  mother  u  no 
likely  mode  of  expelling  them  from  Palestine." 

*<  Dost  thou  call  it  shame  to  become  an  Empress?" 
said  tlie  King. 

^<  1  call  it  shame  and  dishonour  to  profane  a  Christian 
sacrament,  by  entering  into  it  witli  an  in6del  whom  it 
cannot  bind,  and  I  call  it  foul  dishonour  that  I,  tlie  de- 
scendant of  a  Christian  princess,  should  become  of  free 
will  the  head  of  a  harani  of  heatlien  concubines.'' 

^^  Well,  kinswoman,"  said  the  King,  after  a  pause,  ^'  I 
must  not  quarrel  with  thee,  though  I  tliink  thy  depend- 
ent condition  might  have  dictated  more  compliance." 

"  My  liege,"  replied  Edith,  "  your  Grace  hath  wor- 
thily succeeded  to  all  the  wealth,  dignity  and  dominion 
of  the  house  of  Plantagenet,— do  not,  tlierefore,  be- 
grudge your  poor  kinswoman  some  small  share  of  their 
pride." 

"  By  my  faith,  wench,"  said  the  King,  **  thou  hast 
unhorsed  nie  with  that  very  word  !  so  we  will  kiss  and 
be  friends.  I  will  presently  despatch  thy  answer  to  Sal- 
adin.  But  after  all,  coz,  were  it  not  better  to  suspend 
your  answer  till  you  have  seen  him  }  Men  say  he  is 
preeminently  handsome." 

''  There  is  no  chance  of  our  meeting,  my  lord,"  said 
Edith. 

"  By  Saint  George,  but  there  is  next  to  a  certainty 
of  it,"  said  the  King  ;  ''  for  Saladin  will  doubtless  afford 
us  a  free  field  for  the  doing  of  this  new  battle  of  the 
Standard,  and  will  witness  it  himself.  Berengaria  is  wild 
to  behold  it  also,  and  I  dare  be  sworn  not  a  feather  of 
you  her  companions  and  attendants,  will  remain  behind 
— least  of  all  tliou  thyself,  fair  coz.  But  come,  we  have 
reached  tlie  pavilion,  and  must  part — not  in  unkindness 
though — nay,  thou  must  seal  it  with  thy  lip  as  well  as  thy 
hand,  sweet  Edith — it  is  my  right  as  a  sovereign  to  kiss 
my  pretty  vassals." 

He  embraced  her  respectfully  and  afiectionatelyi  and 
returned  through  the  moonlight  cdmp,  humming  to  him* 
self  such  iuaidi^^  ot  \^\vy^^L^V^  W'i  ^  he  coidd  rccoUect. 
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On  his  arrival,  he  lost  no  time  in  making  up  his  des- 
patches for  Saladin,  and  delivered  them  to  the  Nubian, 
with  a  charge  to  set  out  by  peep  of  day  on  his  return  to 
the  Soldan. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

We  heard  the  Tocbir,— 00  these  Arabs  call 
Their  shout  of  onset,  when,  with  loud  acclaim, 
Thejr  cballeoge  heaven  to  give  them  victory. 

On  the  subsequent  morning,  Richard  was  invited  to  a 
conference  by  Philip  of  France,  in  which  the  latter,  with 
many  expressions  of  his  high  esteem  for  his  brother  of 
England,  communicated  to  him,  in  terms  extremely 
courteous,  but  too  explicit  to  be  misunderstood,  his  pos- 
itive intention  to  return  to  Europe,  and  to  the  cares  of 
his  kingdom,  as  entirely  despairing  of  future  success 
in  their  undertaking,  with  their  diminished  forces  and 
civil  discords.  Richard  remonstrated,  but  in  vain  ; 
and  when  the  conference  ended,  he  received  with- 
out surprise  a  manifesto  from  the  Duke  of  Austria,  and 
■everal  other  princes,  announcing  a  resolution  similar  to 
tliat  of  Philip,  and  in  no  modi6ed  terms,  assigning,  for 
their  defection  from  the  cause  of  the  Cross,  the  inordi- 
nate ambition  and  arbitrary  domination  of  Richard  of 
England.     All  hopes  of  continuing  tlie  war  with   any 

E respect  of  ultimate  success,  were  now  abandoned,  and 
lichard,  while  he  shed  bitter  tears  over  his  disappointed 
hopes  of  glory,  was  little  consoled  by  the  recollection, 
that  the  failure  was  in  some  degree  to  be  imputed  to  the 
advantages  which  he  had  given  his  enemies  by  his  own 
hasty  and  imprudent  temper. 

**  They  had  not  dared  to  have  deserted  my  father 
thus/'  he  said  to  De  Vaux,  in  the  bwxiexw^^^  ^^  V^  "^^ 
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sentroent. — ^<  No  slanders  they  could  have  uttered  aguml 
so  wise  a  King  u-ould  have  been  believed  in  Christen- 
dom ;  whereas — ^fool  that  I  am  ! — ^I  have  not  onlj  aC> 
forded  them  a  pretext  for  deserting  me,  but  even  a  col- 
our for  casting  all  the  blame  of  the  rupture  upon  mj  un- 
happy foibles." 

These  thoughts  were  so  deeply  galling  to  the  King, 
that  Dc  Vaux  was  rejoiced  when  the  arrival  of  an  inn 
bassador  from  Saladin  turned  his  reflections  into  a  diffei^ 
ent  channel. 

This  new  envoy  was  an  Emir  much  respected  by  tlie 
Soldan,  whose  name  was  Abdallah  el  Hadgi.  He  de- 
rived his  descent  from  die  family  of  the  Prophet,  and  the 
race  or  tribe  of  Hashem,  in  witness  of  which  genealogy 
he  wore  a  green  turban  of  large  dimensions.  He  had 
also  three  times  performed  the  journey  to  Mecca,  from 
wliich  he  derived  his  epithet  of  El  Hadgi,  or  the  Pilgriro. 
Notwithstanding  these  various  pretensions  to  sanctity, 
Abdallah  was  (for  an  Arab)  a  boon  companion,  wlio 
enjoyed  a  merry  tale,  and  laid  aside  his  gravity  so  far 
as  to  quaff  a  blithe  flagon,  when  secrecy  insured  him 
against  scandal.  He  was  likewise  a  statesman,  whose 
abilities  had  been  used  by  Saladin  in  various  negotia- 
tions with  the  Christian  Princes,  and  particularly  widi 
Richard,  to  whom  El  Hadgi  was  personally  known  and 
acceptable.  Animated  by  the  cheerful  acquiescence 
with  which  the  envoy  of  Saladin  aflbrded  a  fair  field  for 
the  combat,  a  safe  conduct  for  all  who  might  choose  to 
witness  it,  and  ofll'rcd  his  own  person  as  a  guarantee  of 
his  fidelity,  Richard  soon  forgot  his  disap|K)inted  hopes, 
and  the  approaching  dissolution  of  the  Christian  league, 
in  the  interesting  discussions  preceding  a  combat  in  tlie 
lists. 

The  station,  called  the  Diamond  of  the  Desert,  was 
assigned  for  the  place  of  conflict,  as  being  nearly  at  an 
equal  distance  betwixt  the  Christian  and  Saracen  camps. 
It  was  agreed  that  Conrade  of  Montserrat,  the  defend- 
ant,  with  his  godfathers,  the  Arch-Duke  of  Austria  and 
the  Grand  Masxet  ot  ^\^  T^\sv^W%^  should  appear  ibera 
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the  day  fixed  for  the  combat,  with  an  hundred  arm- 
ed followers,  and  no  more ;  that  Richard  of  England, 
and  his  brother  Salisbury,  who  supported  the  accusa- 
tiou,  should  attend  with  the  same  number,  to  protect 
bis  champion ;  and  that  the  Soldan  should  bring  with 
him  a  guard  of  five  hundred  chosen  followers,  a  band  con- 
sidered as  not  more  than  equal  to  the  two  hundred  Chri^ 
tian  lances.  Such  persons  of  consideration  as  either 
party  chose  to  invite  to  witness  tlie  contest,  were  to 
wear  no  other  weapons  than  their  swords,  and  to  come 
without  defensive  armour.  The  Soldan  undertook  the 
preparation  of  the  lists,  and  to  provide  accommodations 
and  refreshments  of  every  kind  for  all  who  were  to  assist 
at  the  solemnity  ;  and  his  letters  expressed,  with  much 
courtesy,  the  pleasure  which  he  anticipated  in  the  pros- 
pect of  a  personal  and  peaceful  meeting  with  the  Melech 
Ric,  and  his  anxious  desire  to  render  his  reception  aa 
agreeable  as  possible. 

All  preliminaries  being  arranged  and  communicated 
to  the  defendant  and  his  godfathers,  Abdallah  the  Hadgi 
was  admitted  to  a  more  private  interview,  where  he 
beard  with  delight  the  strains  of  Blondel.  Having  first 
carefully  put  his  green  turban  out  of  sight,  and  assumed 
a  Greek  cap  in  its  stead,  he  requited  the  Norman  min- 
strel's music  with  a  drinking  song  from  the  Persian,  and 
quafled  a  hearty  flagon  of  Cyprus  wine,  to  show  that  his 
practice  matched  his  principles.  On  the  next  day,  grave 
and  sober  as  the  water-drinker  Mirglip,  he  bent  his  brow 
to  the  ground  before  Saladin's  footstool,  and  rendered  to 
the  Soldan  an  account  of  his  embassy. 

On  the  day  before  that  appointed  for  the  combat, 
Conrade  and  his  friends  set  off  by  daybreak  to  repair 
to  the  place  assigned,  and  Richard  left  the  camp  at 
the  same  hour,  and  for  the  same  purpose ;  but,  as  had 
been  agreed  upon,  he  took  his  journey  by  a  different 
route,  a  precaution  which  had  been  judged  necessary, 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  quarrel  betwixt  their  armed 
attendants. 

S8*      YOL.    II. 
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The  good  King  himself  was  in  no  iiutnour  for  quairet- 
ling  with  any  one.      Nothing  could  have   added  to  bit 

Eleuurable  aaticipations  of  a  desperate  and  bloody  com- 
At  in  the  lists,  except  his  being  in  his  own  royal  persos 
one  of  the  cotiibalanls  ;  and  he  was  half  in  charily  agaio 
even  with  Ccinrade  of  iloniserrat.  Li^Iitly  armed, 
richly  dressed,  and  gay  as  a  bridegroom  on  the  eve  of 
his  nuptials,  Richard  caracoled  along  by  the  side  of 
Queen  Berengaria's  litter,  pointing  out  to  her  ihe^'arious 
scenes  through  which  they  passed,  and  cheering  with  tale 
and  song  the  bosom  of  the  inhospitable  wilderness.  Tha 
former  route  of  the  Queen's  pilgrimage  to  Engaddi  had 
been  on  the  other  side  of  the  chain  of  inounlains,  » 
that  the  ladies  were  strangers  to  the  scenery  of  the  des- 
ert ;  and  though  Berengoria  knew  her  husband's  di^ 
position  too  well  not  to  endeavour  to  seem  interested  in 
what  he  was  pleased  either  to  say  or  to  sing,  she  could 
not  help  indulging  some  female  fears  when  she  found 
herself  in  the  howling  wilderness  witli  so  sniatl  an  n< 
cort,  which  seemed  almost  hke  a  moving  speck  on  tbe 
bosom  of  the  plain,  and  knew,  at  the  same  time,  thej 
were  not  so  distant  from  the  camp  of  Saladin  but  wbil 
they  might  be  in  a  moment  surprised  and  swept  off  br 
an  overpowering  host  of  his  fiery-fooled  cavalry,  sbouM 
tbe  Pagan  be  faithless  enough  to  embrace  an  oppoiUh 
nity  tlius  tempting.  But  when  she  hinted  these  sui- 
picions  to  Richard,  he  repelled  them  with  displeasura 
and  disdain.  "  It  were  worse  tlian  ingratitude,"  be 
said,  "  to  doubt  the  good  faith  of  tlie  generous  Soldaa." 
Yet  the  same  douhts  and  fears  recurred  more  ihao 
once,  not  to  tlie  timid  mind  of  the  Queen  alone,  but  id 
the  firmer  and  more  candid  soul  of  Edith  Plantageoet, 
who  had  no  such  confidence  in  the  faith  of  tfae  Moslem 
as  to  render  her  perfectly  at  ease  when  so  much  in  their 
power ;  and  her  surprise  had  been  far  less  than  her  tei^ 
ror,  if  the  desert  around  had  suddenly  resounded  with 
the  shout  of  Alia  hu  !  and  a  band  of  Arab  cavalry  had 
pounced  on  them  like  vultures  on  their  prey.  Nor  wen 
these  suspic'iom  \e%«euK&^  ^bso,  «&  evening  appraicth 
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edy  tfaejr  were  aware  of  a  single  Arab  horseman,  dislin* 
guished  by  his  turban  and  long  lance,  hovering  on  the 
edge  of  a  small  eminence  like  a  hawk  poised  in  the  air, 
and  who  instantly,  on  the  appearance  of  the  royal  red- 
Due,  darted  off  with  the  speed  of  tlie  same  bird,  when  it 
shoots  down  the  wind  and  disappears  from  the  horizon. 

*^  We  must  be  near  the  station,"  said  King  Richard ; 
'^and  yonder  cavalier  is  one  of  Saladin's  outposts — 
methinks  1  hear  tlie  noise  of  the  Moorish  horns  and 
cymbals.  Get  you  into  order,  my  hearts,  and  form  your- 
selves around  the  ladies  soldierlike  and  firmly." 

As  he  spoke,  each  knight,  squire,  and  archer,  hastily 
closed  in  upon  his  appointed  ground,  and  they  proceed- 
ed in  the  most  compact  order,  which  made  tlieir  num- 
bers appear  still  smaller ;  and  to  say  the  trutli,  tliough 
there  miglit  be  no  fear,  there  was  anxiety  as  well  as 
curio^ty  in  the  attention  with  which  they  listened  to  the 
wild  bursts  of  Moorish  music,  which  came  ever  and  anon 
more  distinctly  from  tlie  quarter  in  which  the  Arab  horse- 
man had  been  seen  to  disappear. 

De  Vaux  spoke  in  a  whisper  to  the  King — **  Were  it 
ncyt  well  my  liege,  to  send  a  page  to  the  top  of  that 
sand-bank  f  Or  would  it  stand  with  your  pleasure  that 
I  prick  forward  I  Methinks,  by  all  yonder  clash  and 
clang,  if  there  be  no  more  than  five  hundred  men  be- 
yond tlie  sand-hills,  half  of  the  Soldan's  retinue  must 
be  drummers  and  cymbaUtossers. — Shall  I  spur  on  ?" 

The  Baron  had  checked  his  horse  with  the  bit,  and 
was  just  about  to  strike  him  with  the  spurs,  when  the 
King  exclaimed — *^  Not  for  the  world.  Such  a  caution 
would  express  suspicion,  and  could  do  little  to  prevent 
fluroriso,  which,  however,  I  apprehend  not." 

They  advanced  accordingly  in  close  and  firm  order 
tiU  they  surmounted  die  line  of  low  sand-hills,  and  came 
ID  sight  of  the  appointed  station,  when  a  splendid,  but  at 
the  same  time  a  startling  spectacle,  awaited  them. 

The  Diamond  of  the  Desert,  so  lately  a  solitary  foun- 
tain, distbguished  only  amid  the  waste  by  solitary  groups 
of  pakn-trees,  was  now  the  centre  o{  «xv  «!DL^'vcu^R&iKQ^\ 
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the  embroidered  flags  and  gilded  ornaments  of  which 
glittered  far  and  wide,  and  reflected  a  thousand  rich 
tints  against  the  setting  sun.  The  coverings  of  the  hrge 
pavilions  were  of  the  gayest  colours,  scarlet,  bright 
yellow,  pale  blue,  and  otiier  gaudy  and  gleaming  hues, 
and  the  tops  of  their  pillars,  or  tent-poles,  were  decorat- 
ed witli  golden  pomegranates,  and  small  silken  flags.  But, 
besides  these  distinguished  pavilions,  there  were,  what 
Thomas  de  Vaux  considered  as  a  portentous  number  of 
the  ordinary  black  tents  of  tlie  Arabs,  being  sufficient, 
as  he  conceived,  to  accommodate,  according  to  the 
Eastern  fashion,  a  host  of  five  thousand  men.  A  num- 
ber of  Arabs  and  Curds,  fully  corresponding  to  the  ex- 
tent.of  the  encampment,  were  hastily  lissembling,  each 
leading  his  horse  in  his  hand,  and  their  muster  was  ac- 
companied by  an  astonishing  clamour  of  their  noisy  n- 
struments  of  martial  music,  by  which,  in  all  ages,  the 
warfare  of  tlie  Arabs  has  been  animated. 

They  soon  formed  a  deep  and  confused  mass  of  dis- 
mounted cavalry  in  front  of  their  encampment,  when,  U 
the  signal  of  a  shrill  cry,  which  arose  high  over  the 
clangour  of  the  music,  each  cavalier  sprung  to  his  saddle. 
A  cloud  of  dust  arising  at  the  moment  of  this  mancra- 
vre,  hid  from  Richard  and  his  attendants  the  camp,  the 
palm-trees,  and  the  distant  ridge  of  mountains,  as  weD 
as  the  troops  whose  sudden  movement  had  raised  the 
cloud,  and,  ascending  high  over  tlicir  heads,  formed  it- 
self into  the  fantastic  forms  of  writhed  pillars,  domes, 
and  minarets.  Another  shrill  yell  was  heard  from  the 
bosom  of  this  cloudy  tabernacle.  It  was  the  signal  for 
the  cavalry  to  advance,  which  they  did  at  full  gallop,  dis- 
posing themselves  as  they  came  forwards,  so  as  to  cone 
in  at  once  on  the  front,  flanks,  and  rear  of  Richard's  lit- 
tle body-guard,  who  were  thus  surrounded,  and  almost 
choked  by  the  dense  clouds  of  dust  enveloping  them  on 
each  side,  through  which  were  seen  alternately  and 
lost  the  grim  forms  and  wild  faces  of  the  SaracenSi 
brandishing  and  tossing  their  lances  in  every  possible  di* 
rectioui  with  tVie  v;M^^  ct\^^  ^\i4  WLloos^  aad  fte* 
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qdendj  only  reining  up  their  horses  when  within  a  spear's 
length  of  the  Christians,  while  those  in  the  rear  dis- 
cha^ed  over  the  heads  of  both  parties  thick  voUies  of 
arrows.  One  of  these  struck  the  litter  in  which  the 
Queen  was  seated,  who  loudly  screamed,  and  the  red 
spot  was  on  Richard's  brow  in  an  instant. 

"  Ha !  Saint  Greorge,"  he  exclaimed,  ^<  we  must  taka 
tome  order  with  this  infidel  scum  !" 
.--  But  Edith,  whose  litter  was  near,  thrust  her  head  out, 
and  with  her  hand  holding  one  of  the  shafts,  exclaim- 
ed, **  Royal  Richard,  beware  whut  you  do !  see,  these 
arrows  are  headless!" 

'  "  Noble,  sensible  wench  !"  exclaimed  Richard  ;  "  by 
Heaven,  thou  shamest  us  all  by  thy  readiness  of  thoughc 
und  eye. — ^Be  not  movedy  my  English  hearts,"  he  ex- 
claimed  to  his  followers — ^'  their  arrows  have  no  heads — 
and  their  spears,  too,  lack  the  steel  points.  It  is  but  a 
wild  welcome,  after  their  savage  fashion,  though  doubt- 
less they  would  rejoice  to  see  us  daunted  or  disturbed. 
Move  onward,  slow  and  steady." 

The  little  phalanx  moved  forward  accordingly,  ac- 
companied on  all  sides  by  the  Arabs,  with  the  shrillest 
and  most  piercing  cries,  the  bowmen,  meanwhile,  dis- 
playing their  agility  by  shooting  as  near  the  crests  of  tho 
Chnstians  as  was  possible,  without  actaally  hitting  them, 

^  while  tho  lancers  chargtf  each  other  with  such  rude 
blows  of  their  blunt  weapons,  that  more  than  one  of  them 
lost  his  saddle,  and  well  nigh  bis  life,  in  this  rough  sport. 
All  this,  though  designed  to  express  welcome,  had  rather 
8  doubtful  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  the  Europeans. 
As  they  had* advanced  nearly  half  way  towards  the 

'  camp,  King  Richard  and  his  suite  forming,  as  it  were, 
the  nucleus  round  which  this  tumultuary  body  of  horse- 
men howled,  whooped,  skirmished,  and  galloped,  creat- 
ing a  scene  of  indescribable  confusion,  another  shrill  cry 
was  heard,  on  which  all  these  irregulars,  who  were  on 
the  front  and  upon  the  flanks  of  tlie  little  body  of  Euro- 
peans, wheeled  off,  and  forming  themselves  into  a  long 
and  daap  cduimi^  followed  with  covcv^^^vin^  ^\^^\  ^w^ 
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olhe  rearof  Uichnrd's  Irwip.  The  dusi 
r  to  dissipate  in  ihdr  front,  wiien  Uierr  ad\'uic«lte 
meet  tliiim,  tlirotrgb  Uiot  clotnly  veil,  a  ftoAy  of  cavalry' 
of  a  diSbrent  nnd  more  regular  de5cri)»tioii,  compleM^ 
ftnned  with  olTcnsive  and  defensive  weajioiie,  mid  nta 
might  well  have  served  ns  n  body-giiard  lo  iJie  prauiW 
est  of  eastern  monarchs.  This  sjilcndid  troop  consisted  iif 
five  lumdred  men,  and  each  horse  which  rt  contained  mm 
worth  an  Earl's  ransom.  Tho  riders  were  Cieor^iaD  and 
Circassian  slaves  in  the  very  piHmi:  of  life  ;  their  bcJineii 
and  hauberks  vrtre  fo.-.ned  of  atetl  rings,  so  bri^il  tlial 
ihey  shone  like  silver  ;  iheir  vestures  were  of  the  gayest 
colours,  and  some  of  cloth  of  gold  or  silver  ;  ilie  ita^iei 
were  twisted  with  silk  and  gold,  their  ncli  lurbaris  wen 
plumed  and  jewelled,  and  their  sabres  and  ponianli 
of  Pamnscene  steel,  were  adonied  with  gold  and  gen 
on  hilt  and  scabbard. 

This  splendid  amiy  advanced  to  ilie  sotmil  of  mil- 
ilary  music,  and  when  they  met  the  Christian  body,  ibef 
opQDcd  their  files  to  the  right  and  left,  and  let  them 
enter  between  their  ranks.  Richard  now  auiuned  ik 
foremost  place  in  his  Uoop,  aware  thut  Saladin  htiwdf 
Was  approaching.  Nor  was  it  long  when,  in  the  cenBc 
of  his  body-guard,  surrounded  by  his  dotnestic  offiren, 
and  lliose  hideous  negroes  who  guard  the  ]^»tem  faannit 
and  whose  misshapen  forms  4  ere  rendered  ycimnre' 
frightful  by  tJie  richness  of  their  attire,  came  the  Sol- 
dan,  with  the  look  and  manners  of  one  on  whose  hnm 
Nature  bad  written,  This  is  a  King  !  In  his  saow-wlnif 
turban,  vest,  and  wide  Eastern  trowsers,  wcarios  imb 
of  scarlet  silk,  without  any  oilier  ornament,  SalatUn  mi^ 
have  seemed  the  plainest-dressed  man  in  bis  on* 
guard.  But  closer  inspection  discerned  in  hh  larbu 
Uiat  inestimable  gem,  which  was  called  by  tliv  poets,  tfa* 
Sea  of  Light ;  the  diamond  on  which  his  signet  nraa  en* 
graved,  and  which  he  woro  in  a  ring,  was  probably  vmt^ 
all  the  jewels  of  the  English  crown,  and  a  sappliire^ 
which  terminated  ilie  hilt  of  his  csnjiar,  was  tiot  of  much 
■iriir'tahw.    \v  a\iQviX>).  \w  ^&«<i^  xhax  to  prowcthu 


!  dust,  wLicli,    in  ilie  vicinity  of  tlie  Dead  S 

nbles  the  finest  ashes,  or,  perhaps,  out  of  Oricnla] 

■,  llie  Soldan  wore  a  son  of  veil  attached   to  lila 

,n,  which  partly  obscured  ihe  view  of  his  nohie  fea- 

Hq  rode  a  milk-white  Arabian,  which  bore  him 

cousciotts  tind  proud  of  Ills  noble  burden, 
lere  was  no  need  of  farther  introduction.     The  two 
c  monarchs,  for  siicli  they  both  were,  threw  theni- 
s  at  once  from  horseback,  apd    the  troops  halting 
he  miisic  suddenly  ceasing,  tlit-y  advanced  lo  meet 

other  in  profound  silence,  and,  after  a  courteous 
latiou  on  either  side,  they  embraced  as  brethren  and 
Is.  The  pomp-nnd  display  ii])on  both  sides  al- 
;d  no  farther  notice — no  one  saw  aitght  save  Rich- 
ind  Salndin,  and  ihoy  too  beheld  nothing  bwl  each 
.  The  looks  with  which  Uichard  surveyed  Sal- 
Were,  however,  more  inlenlly  cuiiotis  [linn  those 
|j  the  Soklan  fi\cii  upim  him;  and  llie  Sul dun  also 
ihe  (irsi  lo  break  silence. 

The  Molecli  Ric  is  wek-ome  to  Saladin  as  n-ater  to 
lesert !  I  trust  he  hath  no  distrust  of  this  numemtts 
'?  Excepting  the  armed  slaves  of  my  hougeliold, 
1  wlio  surround  you  wilh  ejes of  wonder  and  of 
>ine,  are,  even  the  httmhlesi  of  them,  the  privileged 
!S  of  my  thousand  tribes  ;  for  who  that  could  claim 
)  lo  be  present,  would  remain  at  home  wlicn  such  a 
•e  was  lo  lie  seen  as  Kiohnrd,  with  tlie  terrors  of 
C  name,  oven  on  the  sands  of  Yemen,  the  nurse 
her  child,  aiid   the  free  Arab  subdues   his   reslivA 

And  these  oroal!  nobles  of  Araby?"  said  Richard, 
oj  around  on  wild  forms  with  their  persons  covi 
with  haicks,  their  countenance  swart  with  the  sim- 
li,  their  tccih  as  white  as  ivory,  dicir  black  eyes 
ing  with  lierce  and  preternatural  lustre  from  um'  " 
hade  of  their  turbans,  and  their  dress  being  In 
mple,  eveu  to  meanness. 

I'liey  cliiirn  such  rank,"  said  Saladin  ;  "  but  ill 
■Mls<  they  arc  wiUiin  iJic  cundiuuutiof  ihQUcuty^^ 


eyes 
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bear  do  arras  but  the  sabre— even  the  iron  of  their  lancsi 

is  left  behind." 

<'  I  fear,"  muttered  De  Vaux  in  English,  "  they  havt 
left  them  where  they  can  be  soon  found. — A  most  flour- 
ishing House  of  Peers,  I  confess,  and  would  6nd  West- 
ministcr-IIall  soinetliing  too  narrow  for  them." 

'^  Ilush,  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  ^^  I  command 
tlice. — Noble  Saladin,"  he  said,  ^*  suspicion  and  thou 
cannot  exist  on  the  same  ground. — Secst  thou,"  point- 
ing to  the  li Iters — '*  I  too  have  brought  ^ome  champ- 
ions with  me,  though  armed,  perhaps,  in  breach  of  agree- 
ment, for  bright  eyes  and  fair  features  are  wcaponi 
which  cannot  be  left  behind." 

The  Sold  an,  turning  to  the  litters,  made  an  obeisance 
as  lowly  as  if  looking  towards  Mecca,  and  kissed  the 
sand  in  token  of  respect. 

"  Nay,"  said  Richard, — "  they  will  not  fear  a  closer 
encounter,  brother ;  wilt  thou  not  ride  towards  their 
litters,   and  the  curtains  will  be  presently  withdrawn! :" 

*'  That  may  Allah  prohibit !"  said  Saladin  ;  '^  since 
'not  an  Arab  looks  on,  \\  lio  would  not  think  it  shanie  to 
the  noble  ladies  to  be  seen  with  their  faces  uncovered/' 

*'  Tliou  slialt  seu  thera  then  in  private,  my  royal  broth- 
er^" answered  Richard. 

"  To  what  purpose  ?"  answered  Saladin,  mournfully. 
"  Thy  last  letter  was,  to  tho  hopes  which  1  had  t-nler- 
taincd,.like  water  lo  fire  ;  find  wherefore  should  I  a£:ain 
li.i^ht  a  Ihinie,  wiiich  may  indeed  consume,  but  caiHiol 
cheer  me  r — J>iit  will  not  my  brother  pass  to  the  tent 
which  his  servant  hath  prcp.ared  for  him  ?  jMy  prin- 
cipal black  slave  hath  taken  order  for  the  reception  of 
the  Princeb^cs — the  oflicers  of  mv  household  will  at- 
tend  your  foiiov.ers,  and  onrself  will  be  the  chamber- 
lain of  the  roval  Richard." 

He  led  the  way  accordingly  to  a  splendid  pavilion, 
wliorc  was  every  ihinjc  that  royal  luxury  could  devise. 
Dc  Vaux,  who  was  in  attendance,  then  removed  the 
chappe,  {mpa,)  or  loi>ir  ridinjx-cloak  which  Richard  wore, 
and  he  siooA  bvitov^  ^v\\\^\\\\\\^\^  OysiVi  dccss   which 
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rfiowed  to  advantage  the  strength  and  symmetry  of  his 
person,  while  it  bore  a  strong  contrast  to .  the  flowing 
robes  which  disguised  tlie  thin  frame  of  the  eastern  mon- 
arch* It  was  Richard's  two-handed  sword  that  chiefly 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Saracen,  a  broad  straight 
blade,  the  seemingly  unwieldy  length  of  which  extended 
well  nigh  from  the  shoulder  to  the  heel  of  the  wearer. 

**  Had  I  not,"  said  Saladin,  **  seen  this  brand  flaming 
in  tBe  front  of  battle,  like  that  of  Azrael,  I  had  scarce  be- 
lieved that  human  arm  could  wield  it.  Might  I  request  to 
tee  the  Melech  Ric  strike  one  blow  with  it  in  peace,  and 
io  pure  trial  of  strength  f^* 

".Willingly,  noble  Saladin,"  answered  Richard ;  and 
looking  around  for  something  whereon  to  exercise  his 
strength,  he  saw  a  steel  mace,  held  by  one  of  the  attend- 
ants, the  handle  being  of  tlie  same  metal,  and  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  diameter^ — this  he  placed  on  a  block 
of  wood. 

The  anxiety  of  DC  Vaux  for  his  master's  honour,  led 
him  to  whisper  in  English — "  For  the  blessed  Virgin's 
sake,  beware  what  you  attempt,  my  liege  !  Your  full 
strength  is  not  as  yet  returned — give  no  triumph  to  the 
infidel." 

'*  Peace,  fool !"  said  Richard,  standing  firm  on  his 
ground,  and  casting  a  fierce  glance  around — ^'  thinkcst 
thou  that  I  can  fail  in  his  presence  ?" 

The  dittering  broadsword,  wielded  by  both  his  hands, 
rose  aloft  to  the  King's  left  shoulder,  circled  round  his 
head,  descended  with  the  sway  of  some  terrific  engine, 
and  the  bar  of  iron  rolled  on  the  ground  in  two  pieces, 
as  a  woodsman  would  sever  a  sapling  with  a  hedging- 
biU. 

"  By  tlie  head  of  the  Prophet,  a  most  wonderful 
blow !"  said  the  Soldan,  critically  and  accurately  exam- 
ining the  iron  bar  which  had  been  cut  asunder  ;  ond  the 
blade  of  the  sword  was  so  well  tempered  as  to  exhibit 
not  the  least  token  of  havmg  suffered  by  the  feat  it  had 
performsd?  He  then  took  the  King's  hand,  and  looking 
2SL*  VOL.  11. 
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on  the  size  and  muscular  strength  which  it  exhibited, 
laughed  as  he  placed  it  beside  his  own,  so  lank  and  tlm, 
so  inferior  in  brawn  and  sinew. 

**  Ay,  look  well/'  said  De  Vaux,  in  EngUsh,  **  K 
will  be  long  ere  your  long  jackanape's  Gngers  do  such 
a  feat  with  your  fine' gilded  reaping-hook  there." 

"  Silence,  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard  ;  **  by  Our  Ijadr, 
he  understands  or  guesses  tliy  meaning — ^be  not  so  broad, 
I  pray  thee.'*" 

The  Soldan,  indeed,  presently  said — **  Something  I 
would  fain  attempt — ^though,  wherefore  should  the  weak 
show  their  inferiority  in  presence  of  the  stning  ?  Yei, 
each  land  hath  its  own  exercises,  and  this  may  be  nev 
to  the  Mclech  Ric." — So  saying,  he  took  from  the  floor 
a  cushion  of  silk  and  down,  and  placed  it  upright  on  ooe 
end. — "  Can  thy  weapon,  my  brother,  sever  that  cush- 
ion ?"  he  said  to  King  Richard. 

"  No,  surely,"  replied  the  King;  "  no  sword  on  earth 
were  it  the  Excalibar  of  King  Arthur,  can  cut  that  whicii 
opposes  no  steady  rt»sistance  to  the  blow," 

**  iMark,  then,''  said  Saladin  ;  and  tuckin;];  up  the  s\t^M 
of  his -gown,  showed  his  arm.  thin  intleed  and  spare,  but 
w  hieh  constant  exercise  had  hardened  into  a  mass  consis- 
inii:  of  nou2;hl  hut  hone,  brawn,  and  sinew.  He  unshcalb- 
cd  his  scimitar,  a  curved  and  narrov.  blade,  which  diuered 
not  like  the  swords  of  llie  Franks,  but  was,  on  the  con- 
trary, of  a  dull  bUic  colour,  marked  with  ten  millions 
of  nieandcrins:  lines,  which  showed  how  anxiously  llif 
metal  had  been  welded  by  the  armourer.  Wieldins  tlw 
\yrppon,  a|>|»arently  so  inefficient  when  compared  to  that 
of  Riciiard,  the  Soldan  stood  resting  his  weii^hi  uj>on  his 
lt?n  foot,  which  was  slij^htly  advanced  ;  he  balanced  him- 
self a  little  as  if  to  steady  his  aim,  then  stepping  at  once 
forward,  drew  the  scimitar  across  the  cushion,  applyinz 
the  edp;e  so  dexterously,  and  with  so  little  apparent  effort, 
tliat  the  cushion  seemed  rather  to  fall  asunder  than  to  \m 
divided  hy  violence. 

"  It  is  a  \ui'Jor's  trick,"  said  De  Vaux,  darting  for- 
ivard  and  bUJLVcVVuv^w^  >\\vi  ^\\\Q\\vk\  ^vi. ^>  "  " 
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had  been  cut  oflT,  as  if  to  assure  liimself  of  the  reality 
<rf  the  feat, — "  there  is  gramarye  in  this." 

The  Soldan  seemed  to  comprehend  him,  for  he  un- 
did the  sort  of  veil  which  he  had  hitherto  worn,  laid  it 
double  along  the  edge  of  his  sabre,  extended  the  weapon 
edgeways  in  the  air,  and  drawing  it  suddenly  through 
the  veil,  althougli  it  hung  on  the  blade  entirely  loose, 
severed  tliat  also  into  two  parts,  which  floated  to  dif- 
ferent sides  of  the  tent,  equally  displaying  the  extreme 
temper  and  sharpness  of  tlie  weapon,  and  the  exquisite 
dexterity  of  him  who  used  it. 

**  Now,  in  good  faith,  my  brother,"  said  Richard, 
**  tliou  art  even  matchless  at  the  trick  of  tlie  sword,  and 
right  perilous  were  it  to  meet  thee  !  Still,  however,  I 
put  some  faith  in  a  down  right  English  blow,  and  what 
we  cannot  do  by  slight,  wo  eke  out  by  strength.  Never- 
theless, in  truth  thou  art  as  expert  in  inflicting  wounds, 
as  my  sage  Hakim  in  curing  them.  I  trust  I  shall  see 
the  learned  leech — I  iiave  much  to  thank  him  for,  and 
had  brought  some  small  present." 

As  he  spoke,  Saladin  exchanged  his  turban  for  a  Tar- 
tar cap.  He  had  no  sooner  done  so,  than  De  Vaux 
opened  at  once  his  extended  mouth  and  his  large  round 
eyes,  and  Richard  gazed  whh  scarce  less  astonishment, 
while  the  Soldan  spoke  in  a  grave  and  altered  voice  ; 
<<  The  sk;k  man,  sayeih  the  poet,  while  he  is  yet  infirm, 
knoweth  the  physician  by  his  step ;  but  when  he  b  recover- 
ed, he  knoweth  not  even  hb  face  when  he  looks  upon  him." 

"  A  miracle  ! — a  miracle !"  exclaimed  Richard. 

*'  Of  Maliound's  working,  doubtless,"  said  Thomas  de 
Vaux. 

"  That  I  should  lose  my  learned  Hakim,"  said  Rich- 
ard, *^  merely  by  absence  of  his  cap  and  robe,  and  that 
I  should  find  him  again  in  my  royal  brother  Saladin  !" 

"  Such  is  oft  the  fashion  of  the  world,"  answered  the 
Soldan  ;  **  the  tattered  robe  makes  not  always  the  der- 
visch." 

'*  And  it  was  through  thy  intercession,"  said  Richard, 

ibat  yonder  Knight  of  the  Leo^patd  vi^  ^^n^^  \\^\& 
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deaUi — lod  hy  tfay  artifice  that  lie  revisited  toj  cantp  ir 
disguise  ?"  ' 

*'Kvcnsn,"  replied  Sa  la  din ;  "1  was  pliysictancnou^ 
to  know,  tbat  ur.luss  tlie  ivoudUs  of  liJs  bleeding  boooitf 
were  stanched,  the  days  of  bis  life  must  be  few.  tim 
disguise  was  moro  easily  penetrated  than  I  had  cipertsdl 
from  the  success  of  my  own." 

"  An  accideal,"  said  Kiug  Richard,  (probably  alluding- 
to  t)ie  circumstance  of  his  applying  bis  lips  to  the  wound 
of  ike  supposed  Nubiaa,)  "  let  me  first  know  that  fail 
skin  was  anificinlly  discoloured ;  and  that  hint  once  tabn, 
detection  became  easy,  for  his  form  and  peraon  are  ooi 
to  bo  forgotten.  I  conBdcntly  expect  thai  he  will  do 
battle  on  ihe  morrow." 

"  He  is  full  in  preparation,  and  high  in  hope,"  mi 
tlie  Soldan.  "  1  have  furnished  tiiin  with  wcapoiti  nd> 
horse,  thinking  nobly  of  him  IVom  what  1  have  seeo  nndef' 
various  disguises." 

"  Knows  he  now,"  said  Richard,  "  to  whom  he  Sa 
under  obligation  r" 

"  Ho  doiii,"  replied  the  Saracen — "  I  was  ohlijr«t  u 
confess  my  person  when  I  unfolded  my  purpose." 

"  And  confessed  be  aught  to  you  i"  satd  the  Kiog  it 
England. 

*•  Noiliing  explicit,"  replied  ihe  Soldan  j  **  Iwi  ft 
much  that  passed  between  us,  I  conceive  his  love  buo* 
highly  placed  to  be  happy  in  its  issue." 

"  And   thou   knowest,   tliat  bis  daring  and  ii 
passion  crossed  thine  own  wishes?"  said  Richard. 

"I  might  guess  so  much,"  said  Saladin  ;  "  Ih 
passion  had  existed  ere  my  winhes  had  been  formvd— ■ 
and,  1  must  now  add,  is  likdy  to  survive  tlmm.  1  cai 
in  iionour,  revenge  me  for  my  dlsappoinunmil  on 
who  had  no  band  in  it.  Or,  if  lliis  bigb-bom  d 
loved  him  better  than  myself,  who  can  say  that  aha  du 
not  justice  to  a  knlgbt,  of  her  own  leligwn,  who  a  '  ' 
of  iioblene.ts  ?" 

'  Vet  of  if|p  mean  lineage  to  mix  with  tba 
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Such  may  be  your  maxims  in  Frangistan,"  replied 
the  Soldan.  *^  Our  poets  of  the  eastern  countries  say 
that  a  valiant  camel-driver  is  worthy  to  kiss  the  lip  of  a 
fair  queen,  when  a  cowardly  prince  is  not  worthy  to  salute 
the  hem  of  her  garment.  But  with  your  permission,  noble 
brolher,  I  must  taice  leave  of  thee  for  the  present,  to  re- 
ceive the  Duke  of  Austria  and  yonder  Nazarene  Knight, 
much  less  worthy  of  hospitality,  but  who  must  yet  be 
suitably  entreated,  not  for  their  sakes,  but  for  mine  own 
honour — for  what  saith  the  sage  Lokman  ?  *'  Say  not 
tliat  tlie  food  is  lost  unto  thee  which  is  given  to  the  stran-* 
gcr — for  if  his  body  be  strengdiencd  and  fattened  there- 
withal, not  less  is  thine  own  worship  and  good  name 
cbcrished  and  augmented.' " 

The  Saracen  Monarch  deaartcd  from  King  Richard's 
tent,  and  having  indicated  tonim,  rather  with  signs  than 
with  speech,  where  the  pavilion  of  the  Queen  and  her  at- 
tendants was  pitched,  he  went  to  receive  the  Marquis  of 
Montserrat  and  his  attendants,  for  whom,  with  less  good 
will,  but  wid)  equal  splendour,  the  magnificent  Soldan 
had  provided  accommodations.  The  most  ample  re- 
freshments, both  in  the  Oriental,  and  after  the  European 
fashion,  were  spread  before  the  royal  and  princely  guests 
of  Saladin,  each  in  their  own  separate  pavilion  ;  and  so 
attentive  was  the  Soldan  to  the  habits  and  taste  of  his 
visiters,  that  Grecian  slaves  were  stationed  to  present 
them  with  the  goblet  which  is  the  abomination  of  the  sect 
of  Mahommed.  Ere  Richard  had  finished  his  meal,  the 
ancient  Omrah,  who  had  brought  the  Soldan's  letter  to 
the  Christian  camp,  entered  with  a  plan  of  the  ceremo- 
nial to  be  observed  on  the  succeeding  day  of  combat. 
Richard,  who  knew  the  taste  of  his  old  acquaintance,  in- 
vited him  to  pledge  him  in  a  flagon  of  wine  of  Schiraz  ; 
but  Abdallah  gave  him  to  understand,  with  a  rueful  aspect, 
that  self-denial,  in  the  present  circumstances,  was  a  mat- 
ter in  which  his  life  was  concerned ;  for  that  'Saladin, 
tolerant  in  many  respects,  both  observed,  and  enforced 
by  high  penaltiesi  the  laws  of  the  Prophet. 
29*    VOL.  II. 
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**  Nay,  then,''  sdd  Richard,  *^  if  he  loves  not  wine, 
that  lightcncr  of  the  human  heart,  bis  conversion  is  not 
to  be  hoped  for,  and  the  prediction  of  the  mad  priest  of 
Engaddi  goes  like  chaff'  down  the  wind." 

The  King  then  addressed  himself  to  settle  the  articles 
of  combat,  which  cost  a  considerable  time,  as  it  was 
necessary  on  some  points  to  consult  with  the  opposite 
parties,  as  well  as  with  the  Soldan. 

They  were  at  length  finally  agreed  upon,  and  adjust- 
ed by  a  protocol  in  French  and  in  Arabian,  which  was 
subscribed  by  Saladin  as  umpire  of  the  field,  and  bj 
Richard  and  Leopold  as  guarantees  for  tlie  two  conh 
batants.  As  the  Ororah  took  his  final  leave  of  Kin; 
Richard  for  the  evening,  De  Vaux  entered. 

^'  The  good  Knight,"  he  said,  '*  who  is  to  do  baule 
to-morrow,  requests  to  kifll^,  whether  he  may  not  to- 
night pay  duty  to  his  royal  godfadier." 

"  Hast  thou  seen  him,  De  Vaux  ?"  said  the  King,  smil- 
ing ;  "  and  didst  tliou  know  an  ancient  acquaintancer 

"  By  Our  Lady  of  Lancrcost,"  answered  De  Vau:*., 
*^  tlierc  arc  so  many  surprises  and  changes  in  tliis  land, 
that  my  poor  brain  turns.  I  scarce  knew  Sir  Kenneth 
of  Scotland,  till  his  good  hound,  that  had  been  for  a  short 
while  under  my  care,  came  and  fawned  on  me  ;  and  even 
then  I  only  knew  the  tyke  by  the  depth  of  his  chest,  tlie 
roundness  of  his  foot,  and  his  manner  of  baying  ;  for  the 
poor  gaze-hound  was  painted  like  any  Venetian  courtezan.^ 

'^  Thou  art  better  skilled  in  brutes  than  men,  De  Vaux,** 
said  the  King. 

"  1  will  not  deny,"  said  De  Vaux,  "  I  have  found  them 
ofttimes  the  honester  animals.  Also,  your  Grace  is  pleas- 
ed to  term  me  sometimes  a  brute  myself ;  besides  that 
I  serve  the  Lion,  whom  all  men  acknowledge  the  king  of 
brutes." 

"  By  Saint  George,  there  thou.brokest  thy  lance  fairiy 
on  my  brow,"  said  the  King.  "  I  have  ever  said  thou  hast 
a  sort  of  wit,  De  Vaux — marry,  one  must  strike  thee  with 
a  sledge-hammer  ere  it  can  be  made  to  sparkle.     Bat 
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to  tbe  present  gear — is  the  good  knight  weH  armed  and 
equipped  ?" 

''Fully,  my  liege,  and  nobly,"  answered  De  Vaux; 
**  I  know  the  armour  well — it  is  that  which  the  Venetian 
commissary  oficred  your  highness,  just  ere  you  became 
il]i  for  five  hundred  bezants." 

"  And  he  hath  sold  it  to  the  infidel  Soldan,  I  warrant 
me,  for  a  few  ducats  more,  and  present  payment.  These 
Venetians  would  sell  the  Sepulchre  itself !" 

'*  The  armour  will  never  be  borne  in  a  nobler  cause," 
laid  De  Vaux. 

**  Thanks  to  the  nobleness  of  tlie  Saracen,"  said  the 
King,  **  not  to  the  avarice  of  the  Venetians." 

*'  I  would  to  God  your  Grace  would  be  more  cautious," 
gaid  the  anxious  De  Vaux. — "  Here  are  we  deserted  by 
all  our  allies,  for  points  of  offence  given  to  one  or  another ; 
we  cannot  hope  to  prosper  upon  the  land,  and  we  have 
only  to  quarrel  with  the  amphibious  republic,  to  lose  the 
means  of  retreat  by  sea  !" 

**  I  will  take  care,"  said  Richard,  impatiently ;  '*  but 
school  me  no  more.  Tell  me  ratlier,  for  it  is  of  in- 
terest, hath  tbe  knight  a  confessor  ?" 

"  He  hath,"  answered  De  Vaux  ;  "  the  hermit  of 
£ngaddi,  who  erst  did  him  4hat  ofEce  when  preparing 
for  death,  attends  him  on  the  present  occasion  ;  the  fame 
of  the  duel  having  brought  him  hither." 

^*  'TIS  well,"  said  Richard ;  ^'  and  now  for  the  knight^s 
request.  Say  to  him,  Richard  will  receive  him  when 
the  discharge  of  his  devoir  beside  the  Diamond  of  the 
Desert,  shall  have  atoned  for  his  fault  beside  the  Mount 
of  St.  George ;  and  as  thou  passest  through  the  camp, 
let  the  Queen  know  I  will  visit  her  pavilion — and  tell 
Blondel  to  meet  me  there." 

De  Vaux  departed,  and  in  about  an  hour  afterwards, 
Richard,  wrapping  his  mantle  around  him,  and  taking 
his  gittem  in  his  hand,  walked  in  die  direction  of  the 
Queen's  pavilion.  Several  Arabs  passed  him,  but  al- 
ways with  averted  heads,  and  looks  fixed  upon  the  earth, 
liiough  he  could  observe  that  all  gax^d  ^^tvw^^"^^  ^^vkx 
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him  when  he  was  passed.  This  led  him  justly  to  ooo- 
jecture  tiiat  his  person  was  known  to  them  ;  but  that 
either  the  Soldan's  commandsi  or  their  own  oriental  pc^ 
liteness,  forbade  them  to  seem  to  notice  a  sovereign  who 
desired  to  remain  incognito* 

When  the  King  reached  the  pavilion  of  his  Queeo,  he 
found  it  guarded  by  those  unhappy  officials  whom  easteni 
jealousy  places  around  the  Zenana.  Blondel  was  walk- 
ing before  the  door,  and  touched  his  rote  from  time  id 
time,  in  a  manner  which  made  the  Africans  shgw  their 
ivory  teeth,  and  bear  burden  with  their  strange  gestures 
and  shrill  unnatural  voices* 

**  Wliat  art  thou  after  with  this  herd  of  black  cattle, 
Blondel  ?"  said  tlio  King  ;  "  wherefore  goest  thou  noi 
into  the  tent  ?'* 

"  Because  my  trade  can  neidier  spare  the  head  nor 
tlie  fingers,"  said  Blondel ;  *^  and  these  honest  blacka- 
■  t)ors  threatened  to  cut  me  joint  from  joint  if  I  pressed 
forward." 

"  Well,  enter  with  me,"  said  die  King,  **  and  I  viS 
be  thy  safp**/iinrd." 

The  blnclcs  accordingly  lowered  pikes  and  swords  to 
King  Richard,  and  bent  their  eyes  on  the  ground,  as  if 
unworthy  to  look  upon  him.  In  the  interior  of  the  pa- 
vilion they  found  Thomas  de  Vaux  in  attendance  on  the 
Queen.  W^hile  Berengaria  welcomed  Blondel,  Kin; 
Richard  spoke  for  some  time  secretly  and  apart  with  his 
fair  kinswoman. 

At  length,  "  Are  we  still  foes,  my  fair  Edith  .^"  ha 
said  in  a  whisper. 

'*  No,  my  liege,"  said  Edith,  in  a  voice  just  so  low  as 
not  to  interrupt  the  music — "  none  can  bear  enmity 
against  King  Richard,  when  he  deigns  to  show  himself, 
as  he  really  is,  generous  and  noble,  as  well  as  valiant  and 
honourable." 

So  saying,  she  extended  her  hand  to  him.  The  King 
kissed  it  in  token  of  reconciliation,  and  then  proceeded* 

"  You  think,  my  sweet  cousin,  that  my  anger  in  this 
matter  was  feigaeA  •,  \i\3X  '^w\  -m^  ^^^w;^d.    The 
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ishment  I  inflicted  upon  tliis  knight  was  just }  for  he  had 
betrayed — no  matter  for  how  tenij)ting  a  bribe,  fair  cousin 
— the  ti'ust  committed  to  him.  liut  1  rejoice,  perchance 
as  much  as  you,  that  to-morrow  gives  him  a  chance  to  win 
the  field,  and  throw  back  tlie  stain  which  for  a  time  clung 
to  bim,  upon  the  actual  tliief  and  traitor.  No  ! — future 
times  may  blame  Richard  for  impetuous  folly  ;  but  they 
shall  say,  tliat  in  rendering  judgment,  he  was  just  when 
he  should,  and  merciful  when  he  could*" 

"  Laud  not  thyself,  cousin  King,"  said  Edith.  "  They 
may  call  thy  justice  cruelty — ^thy  mercy  caprice." 

"  And  do  not  thou  pride  thyself,"  said  tlie  King,  "  as 
if  thy  knight,  who  hath  not  yet  buckled  on  his  armour, 
were  unbelting  it  in  triumph — Conrade  of  Montserrat  is 
held  a  good  lance.  What  if  the  Scot  should  lose  the 
day  ?" 

"  It  is  impossible  !"  said  Edith,  firmly — "  My  own 
eyes  saw  yonder  Conrade  tremble  and  change  coloutv 
like  a  base  thief.  He  is  guilty — and  the  trial  by  combat 
is  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  God. — I  myself,  in  such  a 
cause,  would  encounter  him  without  fear." 

"  By  tlie  mass,  I  think  thou  would'st,  wench,"  said  tlie 
King,  **  and  beat  him  to  boot ;  for  there  never  breathed 
a  truer  Plantagcnet  than  thou." 

He  paused,  and  added  in  a  very  serious  tone, — "  See 
that  thou  continue  to  remember  what  is  due  to  thy  birth." 

"  What  means  that  advice,  so  seriously  given  at  this 
moment  f "  said  Edidi.  "  Am  I  of  such  light  nature  as 
to  forget  my  name — my  condition  ?" 

"I  will  speak  plainly,  Edith,"  answered  the  King, "  and 
as  to  a  friend, — What  will  this  knight  be  to  you,  should 
be  come  off  victor  from  yonder  lists  .^" 

"  To  me  ?"  said  Edith,  blushing  deep  with  shame  and 
displeasure, — "  What  can  he  be  to  me  more  than  an 
honoured  knight,  worthy  of  such  grace  as  Queen  Bo- 
rengaria  might  confer  on  him,  had  he  selected  her  for  his 
lady,  instead  of  a  more  unwordiy  choice  ?  The  mean- 
est knight  may  devote  liimself  to  the  service  of 
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press,  but  the  glory  of  his  choice,"  slie  said  proudly, 
"  must  be  his  reward." 

"  Yet  Ite  haih  served  and  sufiered  mucb  Sor  yen," 
■aid  the  King. 

"  I  have  paid  liis  services  with  hooour  and  applause, 
and  his  stifierings  with  tears,"  answered  Ediih.  "  Hid 
he  desired  other  reward,  he  would  have  done  wisely  id 
have  bestowed  his  aflcctions  wilhin  his  own  degree." 

"  You  would  not  then  wear  the  bloody  nighi-gear  far 
his  sake  ?"  said  Richurd  King. 

"  No  more,"  answered  Edith,  "  than  I  would  have 
required  him  to  expose  his  life  by  an  action,  in  wtucfa 
there  was  more  madness  than  honour." 

"  Maidens  talk  ever  dius,"  said  the  King ;  "  butwbea 
the  favoured  lover  presses  his  suit,  she  says,  with  a  s^ 
her  stars  had  decreed  otherwise." 

"  Your  Grace  has  now,  for  the  second  time,  threaten- 
ed me  wiih  the  influence  of  ray  horoscope,"  Edith  re- 
plied, with  dignity.  "  Trust  me,  my  liege,  whatever  be 
the  power  of  ihe  stars,  your  poor  kinswoman  will  nevei 
wed  either  infidel,  or  obscure  adventurer. — Permit  me, 
that  I  listen  to  the  mnsic  of  Glondcl,  for  the  tone  of 
'  yqur  royal  admoititious  is  scarce  so  gmicfuJ  to  the  ear." 

The  conclu^on  of  the  evening  offisrcd  nothing  wortbf 
of  notice. 


CHAPTER  XXVUI. 

Heard  j-e  (be  iHb  of  bank  bny,  v 

Lance  to  lance,  and  bone  to  kna  1 
Obat. 

It  had  been  agreed,  on  account  of  the  heat  of  iba 
climate,  that  tlie  judicial  combat,  which  was  the  came  of 
the  present  assemhlage  of  various  nations  at  the  Diamood 
of  the  Desert,  s\tou\&  \;ilV.q  -^\&c«  ^ow^Nvwr  iJm«  -nuirin. 
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Fhe  wide  lists,  wiiicli  had  been  constructed  under  the  in- 
ipeclion  of  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard,  inclosed  a  space 
^r  bard  sand,  which  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards 
long  by  forty  in  widtli.  They  extended  in  length  from 
north  to  soutli,  so  as  to  give  both  parties  the  equal  ad- 
ininuige  of  tlie  risiiig  sun.  Saladin's  royal  seat  was  erect- 
ed on  the  western  side  of  the  iiiclosure,  just  in  the  centre, 
where  tlie  combatants  were  expected  to  meet  in  mid  en- 
counter. Opposed  to  tiiis  was  a  gallery  with  closed  case- 
ments, so  contrived,  that  the  ladies,  for  whose  nccomnioda- 
tion  it  was  erected,  might  see  the  fight  without  being  them- 
selves exposed  to  view.  At  either  extremity  of  the  lists 
was  a  barrier,  which  could  be  opened  or  shut  at  pleasure. 
Thrones  had  been  also  erected,  but  tlie  Arch-Duke,  per- 
ceiving tliat  his  was  lower  tlian  King  Richard's,  refused 
fo  occupy  it ;  and  CoRur  de  Lion,  who  would  have  sub- 
mitted to  much  ere  any  formality  should  have  interfered 
witli  tiie  combat,  readily  agreed  that  the  sponsors,  as 
they  were  called,  should  remain  on  horseback  during  the 
fight.  At  one  extremity  of  the  lists  were  placed  the 
followers  of  Richard,  and  opposed  to  thcnj  were  tiiose 
who  accompanied  the  defender,  Cotirade.  Around  the 
throne  destined  for  tlie  Soldan,  were  ranged  his  splendid 
Georgian  Guards,  and  the  rest  of  the  inclosure  was  occu- 
pied by  Christian  and  Alahommedan  spectators. 

Long  before  daybreak,  the  lists  were  surrounded  by 
even  a  larger  number  of  Saracens  than  Richard  had  seen 
on  the  preceding  evening.  When  the  first  ray  of  tlie 
sun's  glorious  orb  arose  above  the  desert,  the  sonorous 
call,  "  To  prayer — to  prayer  !"  was  poured  forth  by  the 
Soldan  himself,  and  answered  by  others,  whose  rank  and 
seal  entitled  them  to  act  as  muezzins.  It  was  a  striking 
spectacle  to  see  them  all  sink  to  earth,  for  the  purpose 
of  repeating  their  devotions,  with  their  faces  turned  to 
Mecca.  But  when  they  arose  from  the  ground,  the  sun's 
rays,  now  strengthening  fast,  seemed  to  confirm  the  Lord 
of  Gilsland's  conjecture  of  the  night  before.  They  were 
flashed  back  from  many  a  spear-head,  for  the  pointless 
lances  of  the  j)receding  day  wcic  c^t\.id\v\^  \2iSi  Vsw^x 
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such.  De  Vaux  pointed  it  out  to  his  master^  who  m- 
swered  with  impatience,  that  he  had  perfect  confidence 
in  the  good  faith  of  the  Soldan ;  but  if  De  Vauswas  afraid 
of  his  bulky  body,  he  might  retire. 

Soon  after  this  the  noise  of  timbrels  was  heard,  at  the 
sound  of  which  the  whole  Saracen  cavaliers  threw  them- 
selves from  their  horses,'  and  prostrated  themselves,  as 
if  for  a  second  morning  prayer.  This  was  to  give  ao  | 
opportunity  to  the  Queen,  with  Edith  and  her  attead- 
ants,  to  pass  from  the  pavilion  to  the  gallery  intended  for 
thcni.  Fifty  guards  of  Saladin's  seraglio  escorted  them, 
with  naked  sabres,  whose  orders  were,  to  cut  to  pieces 
whomsoever,  were  he  prince  or  peasant,  should  venture 
to  gaze  on  the  ladies  as  they  passed,  or  even  presume 
to  raise  his  head  until  the  cessation  of  the  music  shook! 
make  all  men  aware  that  they  were  lodged  in  their  gal- 
lery, not  to  be  gazed  on  by  the  curious  eye. 

This  superstitious  observance  of  oriental  reverence  to 
the  fair  sex,  called  forth  from  Qupen  Berengaria  some 
criticisms  very  unfavourable  to  Saladin  and  his  country. 
Blit  their  den,  as  the  royal  fair  called  it,  being  sccurelj 
closed  and  guarded  by  their  sable  attendants,  she  wis 
under  the  necessity  of  contenting  herself  with  seeing, 
and  laying  aside  for  the  present  the  still  more  exquisite 
pleasure  of  being  seen. 

Meantime  tlie  sponsors  of  both  Champions  went,  as 
\vas  their  duty,  to  sec  that  they  were  duly  armed,  and 
prepared  for  combat.  The  Arch-Duke  of  Austria  was 
in  no  hurry  to  perform  this  part  of  the  ccremon}-,  having 
had  rather  an  unusually  severe  debauch  u^ion  wine  of 
Schiraz  the  preceding  evening.  But  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Temple,  more  deeply  concerned  in  the  event  of 
the  combat,  wos  early  before  the  tent  of  Conrade  of 
Montserrat.  To  his  great  surprise^  tlie  attendants  re- 
fused him  admittance. 

''  Do  you  not  know  me,  ye  knaves  ?"  said  the  Grand 
Master,  in  great  anger. 
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^  We  do,  most  valinnt  and  reverend,"  answered  Con- 
rade*8  squire;  "but  even  you  may  not  at  present  enter 
^-the  Marquis  is  about  to  confess  himself." 

'*  Confess  himself !"  exclaimed  the  Templar,  in  a  tone 
where  alarm  mingled  with  surprise  and  scorn, — "  and  to 
irhom,  I  pray  tlice  ?" 

**  My  master  bid  me  be  secret,"  said  the  squire  ;  on 
ivhich  the  Grand  Master  pushed  past  him,  and  entered 
the  tent  almost  by  force. 

The  Marquis  of  Montserrat  was  kneeling  at  the  feet 
>r  the  hermit  of  Engaddi,  and  in  the  act  of  beginning 
lis  confesdon. 

*^  What  means  this,  Marquis  f "  said  tlie  Grand  Mas- 
jer  ;  **  up,  for  shame— or,  if  you  must  needs  confess,  am 
30l  I  here  ?" 

**  I  have  confessed  to  you  too  oft  already,"  replied 
Connide,  with  a  pale  cheek  and  a  faltering  voice. 
>•  For  God's  sake.  Grand  Master,  begone,  and  let  me 
unfold  my  conscience  to  this  holy  man." 

**  In  what  is  he  holier  than  I  am  ?"  said  the  Grand 
Master. — "  Hermit,  prophet,  madman — say,  if  thou 
darest,  in  what  thou  excellest  me  .^" 

**  Bold  and  bad  man,"  replied  the  hermit,  "  know 
that  I  am  like  the  latticed  window,  and  the  divine  light 
passes  through  to  avail  others,  tliough,  alas !  it  help- 
cth  not  me.  Thou  art  like  the  iron  stanchions,  which 
neither  receive  light  themselves,  nor  communicate  it  to 
any  one." 

'*  Prate  not  to  me,  but  depart  from  this  tent,"  said  the 
Grand  Master ;  "  die  Marquis  shall  not  confess  this 
morning,  unless  it  be  to  me,  for  I  part  not  from  his  side." 

*'  Is  this  your  pleasure,"  said  the  Hermit  to  Conrade ; 
'*  for  think  not  I  will  obey  that  proud  man,  if  you  con- 
tinue to  desire  my  assistance." 

"  Alas,"  said  Conrade,  irresolutely,  "  what  would  you 
have  me  say  ? — Farewell  for  a  while — we  will  speak 
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*^  Oil,  procrastination  !"  exclaimed  the  hermit,  **  thai 
art  a  soiil-murdcrer !  Unhappy  man,  farewell — not  ki 
a  while,  but  until  we  shall  botli  meet — no  matter  wImr. 
And  for  thee,"  he  added*  turning  to  the  Grand  Master, 
«  Trrmble  !" 

"  Tremble  !"  replied  tlie  Templar,  contemptuoolf, 
"  I  cannot  If  I  would." 

The  hermit  heard  not  his  answer,  having  left  the  teoL 

*'  Come!  to  tliis  gear  hastily,"  said  the  Grand  Blaster, 
**  since  ihou  wilt  needs  go  through  the  foolery. — Hark 
thee — I  think  I  know  most  of  thy  frailties  by  heart,  a 
we  may  omit  the  detail,  which  may  be  somewhat  a  kii; 
one,  and  begin  with  the  absolution.  What  signifies  cooi- 
ing  the  s[)ots  of  dirt  that  we  are  about  to  wash  from  otf 
hands  ?" 

<*  Knowing  what  thou  art  thyself,"  said  Conrade,  *ii 
is  blasphemous  to  speak  of  pardoning  another." 

*'  That  is  not  according  to  the  canon.  Lord  Marquis," 
said  the  Templar, — "  thou  art  more  scrqpulous  than  (x^ 
thodox.  The  absolution  of  the  wicked  priest  is  as  ef- 
fectual as  if  he  were  himself  a  saint, — otherwise,  God 
help  the  poor  penitent !  What  wounded  man  inquires 
whether  the  surgeon  that  tents  his  gashes  have  cleio 
hands  or  no  ? — Come,  shall  we  to  this  toy  ?" 

**  No,"  said  Conrade,  '*  I  will  rather  die  unconfesied 
than  mock  the  sacrament." 

*'  Come,  noble  Marquis,"  said  tlie  Templar,  "  rouse 
up  your  courage,  and  speak  not  thus.  In  an  hour's  time 
thou  shnlt  stand  victorious  in  the  lists,  or  confess  thee 
in  thy  helmet,  like  a  valiant  knight." 

''Alas,  Grand  Master,"  answered  Conrade,  "allan- 
gurs  ill  for  tliis  affair.  The  strange  discovery  by  the 
instinct  of  a  dog — the  revival  of  this  Scottish  knigiht, 
who  conies  into  the  lists  like  a  spectre-r^all  betokens 
evil." 

"  Pshaw,"  said  the  Templar,  ''  I  have  seen  thee  bend 
thy  lance  boldly  against  him  in  sport,  and  with  equl 
chance  o(  %v\ccess — \.\\\vvVl  v.l\ou  art  but  in  a  tourotment, 
and  who  beats  Vutw  >ae\\^x  vcv  ^^  \^->5'«^  '^iwv  *^aM\.\^ 
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.£iie,  squires  and  armourers,  your  master  must  be  ac- 
coutred for  the  field." 

The  attendants  entered  accordingly,  and  began  to 
arm  the  Marquis. 

**  What  morning  is  without  ?"  said  Conrade. 

^  The  sun  rises  dimly,"  answered  a  squire. 

'*  Thou  secst,  Grand  Master,"  said  Conrade,  "  nought 
■miles  on  us." 

••  Thou  wilt  fight  tlie  more  coolly,  my  son,"  answer- 
ed the  Templar ;  "  tliank  Heaven,  that  hath  tempered 
the  sun  of  Palestine  to  suit  thine  occasion." 

Thus  jested  the  Grand  Master ;  but  his  jests  had  lost 
tbeir  influence  on  the  harassed  mind  of  the  Marquis,  and, 
notwithstanding  bis  attempts  to  seem  gay,  his  gloom  com- 
uunicated  itself  to  the  Templar. 

'*  This  craven,"  he  thought,  "  will  lose  tlie  day  in  pure 
fiuntness  and  cowardice  of  heart,  which  he  calls  tender 
<son8cience.     I,  whom  visions  and    auguries  shake  not 

who  am  firm  in  my  purpose  as  tlie  living  rock — I 
should  have  fought  the  combat  myself. — Would  to  God 
the  Scot  may  strike  him  dead  on  die  spot — it  were  next 
best  to  his  winning  the  victory.  But  come  what  will,  he 
must  have  no  other  confessor  than  myself—- our  sins 
•re  too  much  in  common,  and  he  might  confess  my  share 
with  his  own." 

While  these  thoughts  passed  through  his  mind,  he  con- 
tinued to  assist  the  Marquis  in  arming,  but  it  was  in  si- 
lience. 

The  hour  at  length  arrived,  the  trumpets  sounded,  the 
knights  rode  into  the  lists  armed  at  all  ])oints,  and  mount- 
ed like  men  who  were  to  do  battle  for  a  kingdom's 
honour.  They  wore  their  vizors  up,  and,  riding  around 
the  lists  three  times,  showed  tliemsclves  to  the  specta- 
tors. Both  were  goodly  persons,  and  both  had  noble 
countenances.  But  there  was  an  air  of  manly  con- 
fidence on  the  brow  of  the  Scot — a  radiancy  of  hope, 
which  amounted  even  to  cheerfulness,  while,  although 
pride  and  effort  had  recalled  much  of  Conrade's  uat- 
vnl  courage,  there  lowered  sl\\\  ov\  Vas  Vvcw*  ^^«»^  «*^ 
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ominous  despondence.  Even  his  steed  seemed  to  tretd 
less  lightly  and  blithely  to  the  trumpet-sound  than  tha 
noble  Arab  which  was  bestrode  by  Sir  Kenneth;  and 
the  spruch^sprccher  shook  his  head  while  he  observed,  tbn 
while  the  challenger  rode  around  the  lists  iu  the  course 
of  the  sun,  tliat  is  from  right  to  left,  the  defender  made 
the  same  circuit  widdersinty  tliat  is  from  left  to  right, 
whidi  is  in  most  countries  held  ominous. 

A  temporary  altar  was  erected  just  beneath  the  galle- 
ry occupied  by  the  Queen,  and  beside  it  stood  the  he^ 
mit  in  the  dress  of  his  order,  as  a  Carmelite  friar.  Other 
churchmen  were  also  present.  To  this  altar  the  chal- 
lenger and  defender  were  successively  brought  forward, 
conducted  by  their  respective  sponsors.  Dismounting 
before  it,  each  knight  avouched  the  justice  of  bis  cause 
by  a  solemn  oath  on  the  Evangelists,  and  prayed  that 
bis  success  might  be  according  to  the  tnith  or  falsehood  of 
what  he  then  swore.  Tliey  also  made  oath,  t  hat  they  came 
to  do  Imttlc  in  knightly  guise,  and  with  the  usual  weapons, 
disclaiming  the  use  of  spells,  charms,  or  magical  devices, 
to  incliue  victory  to  their  side.  The  challenger  pronounc- 
ed his  vow,  with  a  firm  and  manly  voice,  and  a  bold  and 
cheerful  countenance.  When  the  ceremony  was  (inisli- 
ed,  the  Scottish  Knight  looked  at  the  gallery,  and  beat 
his  head  to  the  earth,  as  if  in  honour  of  those  invisible 
beauties  which  were  inclosed  within ;  then,  loaded  widi 
armour  as  he  was,  sprung  to  the  saddle  without  die  use 
of  the  stirrup,  and  made  his  courser  carr}'  him  in  a  suc- 
cession of  caracoles  to  his  station  at  die  Eastern  ex- 
tremity of  the  lists.  Conradc  also  presented  himself 
before  the  altar  with  boldness  enough ;  but  his  voice, 
as  he  took  the  oath,  sounded  hollow,  as  if  drowned  in 
his  helmet.  The  lips,  with  which  he  appealed  to  Heav- 
en to  adjudge  victory  to  the  just  quarrel,  grew  white, 
as  they  uttered  the  impious  mockery.  As  he  turned 
to  remount  his  horse,  the  Grand  Master  approached 
him  closer,  as  if  to  rectify  something  about  the  sittiagof 
his  gorgel,  awA  vi\\\s\ie\^i^^ — ^^  Q>vi>N^\^  ^wd  fool  !■ 
^ttli   thy  senses,  auA  Ao  xxie  ^\v2>\i^v^\«:^tSc|^  ^ 
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Heaven,  should'st  thou  escape  him,  thou  escapcst  not 


• 

The  savage  tone  in  which  this  was  whispered,  per- 
haps completed  the  confusion  of  the  Marquis's  nerves, 
for  he  stumbled  as  he  made  to  horse ;  and  though  he 
recovered  his  feet,  sprung  to  the  saddle  with  liis  usual 
agility,  and  displayed  his  address  in  horsemanship  as  hq 
assumed  his  position  opposite  to  the  challenger's,  yet  the 
accident  did  not  escape  those  who  were  on  the  watch  for 
omens,  which  might  predict  the  fate  of  the  day. 

Tlie  priests,  after  a  solemn  prayer,  tliat  God  would 
sliow  the  rightful  quarrel,  departed  from  the  lists.  The 
Crumpets  of  the  challenger  then  rung  a  flourish,  and  a 
herald-at-arms  proclaimed  at  the  eastern  end  of  tlie  lists, 
— "  Here  stands  a  good  knight.  Sir  Kenneth  of  Scot- 
land, champion  for  die  royal  King  Richard  of  England, 
who  accuseth  Conrade,  Marquis  of  Montscrrat,  of  foul 
treason  and  dishonour  done  to  the  said  King." 

When  the  words  Kenneth  of  Scotland  announced  the 
name  and  character  of  the  champion,  hitherto  scarce 
generally  known,  a  loud  and  cheerful  acclaim  burst  from 
tlie  followers  of  King  Richard,  and  hardly,  notwithstand- 
ing repeated  commands  of  silence,  suffered  the  reply  of 
the  defendant  to  be  heard.  He,  of  course,  avouched 
his  innocence,  and  offered  his  body  for  baulc.  Tho 
esquires  of  the  combatants  now  approached,  and  de- 
livered to  each  his  shield  and  lance,  assisting  to  hang 
the  former  around  his  neck,  that  his  two  hands  might  re- 
main free,— one  for  tlie  management  of  the  bridle,  tlie 
other  to  direct  the  lance. 

The  shield  of  the  Scot  displayed  his  old  bearing,  the 
leopard,  but  with  the  addition  of  a  collar  and  broken 
chain,  in  allusion  to  his  late  captivity.  The  shield  of 
the  Marquis  bore,  in  reference  to  his  title,  a  serrated  and 
rocky  mountain.  Each  shook  his  lance  aloft,  as  if  to 
ascertain  the  weight  and  toughness  of  the  unwieldy 
weapon,  and  tlien  laid  it  in  the  rest.  TUe  ^'^Qi^^Jc^\'Sk^ 
heralds,  and  squires^  now  retired  *^  i^rmx^^^^sA'^^ 
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combatants  sat  opposite  to  each  other,  face  to  face, 
couched  lance  and  closed  vizor,  the  human  form  so  con- 
pletely  inclosed,  that  tliey  looked  more  like  sutues  of 
molten-iron,  than  beings  of  flesti  and  blood.  The  silenee 
of  suspense  was  now  general — men  breatlied  thicker, 
and  tiieir  very  soub  seemed  seated  in  their  eyes,  whib 
not  a  sound  was  to  be  heard  save  the  snorting  and  paw- 
ing of  the  good  steeds,  who,  sensible  of  what  was  about 
to  happen,  were  impatient  to  dash  into  career.  TIkt 
stood  thus  for  perhaps  three  minutes,  when,  at  a  signil 
given  by  die  Soldan,  an  hundred  instruments  rent  the 
air  with  their  brazen  clamours,  and  each  champion  strik- 
ing his  horse  with  the  spurs,  and  slacking  the  rein,  the 
horses  started  into  full  gallop,  and  the  knights  met  io  mid 
space  with  a  shock  like  a  tliundcrbolt.  The  victory  wu 
not  in  doubt — no,  not  one  moment.  Conrade,  indeed, 
snowed  himself  a  practised  warrior ;  for  he  struck  hisaa- 
tagonist  knightly  in  the  midst  of  his  shield,  bearing  his  lance 
so  straight  and  true,  that  it  shivered  into  splinters  from  tlie 
steel  spear-head  up  to  the  very  gauntlet.  The  horse  of  Sir 
Kenneth  recoiled  two  or  three  yards  and  fell  on  his  haunch- 
es, but  the  rider  easily  raised  him  with  hand  and  reia. 
But  for  Conrade,  there  was  no  recovery.  Sir  Kenneth's 
lance  had  pierced  through  the  shield,  through  a  plated  con- 
let  of  iMilan  steel,  through  a  secret,  or  coat  of  linked  mail, 
worn  bcneatli  the  corslet,  had  wounded  him  deep  in  the 
bosom,  and  borne  him  from  his  saddle,  leaving  tlie  trun- 
cheon of  tlie  lance  fixed  in  his  wound.  The  spoosois, 
heralds,  and  Saladin  himself,  descending  from  his  throne, 
crowded  around  the  wounded  man ;  while  Sir  Kenneth, 
who  had  drawn  his  sword  ere  yet  he  discovered  hii 
antagonist  was  totally  helpless,  now  commanded  him  to 
avow  his  guilt.  The  helmet  was  hastily  unclosed,  and 
the  wounded  man,  gazing  wildly  on  the  skies,  replied, — 
"  What  would  you  more  ! — God  hath  decided  justly— I 
am  guilty — but  there,  are  worse  traitors  in  the  camp  thn 
I. — In  pity  to  my  soul,  let  me  have  a  confessor  !" 
He  revived  aa  \\e  uviet^^  >2Kve»i&  ^^^&« 
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<*  The  talisman-— the  powerful  remedy,  royal  brother,** 
■ftid  Ring  Richard  to  Saladin. 

*'  The  traitor,"  answered  tlie  Soldan,  "  is  more  fit  to 
be  dragged  from  the  lists  lo  the  gallows  by  the  heels, 
than  to  profit  by  its  virtues  ; — and  some  such  fate  is  in 
hb  look,"  he  added,  after  gazing  fixedly  upon  the 
wounded  man  ;  **  for,  though  his  wound  may  be  cured, 
yet  AzraePs  seal  is  on  the  wretch's  brow." 

*'  Nevertheless,"  said  Richard,  *'  I  pray  you  do  for 
liim  what  you  may,  that  he  may  at  least  have  time  for 
confession — Slay  not  soul*  and  body  !  To  him  one  half 
hour  of  time  may  be  worth  more,  by  ten  thousand  fold, 
than  the  life  of  Uie  oldest  patriarch." 

**  My  royal  brother's  wish  shall  be  obeyed,"  said 
Saladin.     *'  Slaves,  bear  this  wounded  man  to  our  tent." 

*'  Do  not  so,"  said  the  Templar,  who  had  hitherto 
stood  gloomily  looking  on  in  silence. — "  The  royal  Duke 
of  Austria  and  myself  will  not  permit  this  unhappy  Chris- 
tian Prince  to  be  delivered  over  to  die  Saracens,  that 
they  may  try  tlieir  spells  upon  him.  We  are  his  spon- 
aors,  and  demand  tliat  he  be  assigned  to  our  care." 

'*  That  is,  you  refuse  the  certain  means  offered  to 
recover  him  .^"  said  Richard. 

*^  Not  so,"  said  the  Grand  Master,  recollecting  himself. 
— -"  If  the  Soldan  useth  lawful  medicines,  he  may  attend 
the  patient  in  my  tent." 

'*  Do  so,  I  pray  thee,  good  brother,"  said  Richard  to 
Saladin,  '*  tliough  the  permission  be  ungraciously  yield- 
ed.—But  now  to  a  more  glorious  work. — Sound,  trum- 
pets— sliout,  England — in  honour  of  England's  cham- 
pion !" 

Drum,  clarion,  trumpet,  and  cymbal,  rung  forth  it 
once,  and  the  deep  and  regular  shout,  which  for  ages  liai 
been  the  English  acclamation,  sounded  amidst  the  shrill 
and  irregular  yells  of  the  Arabs,  like  the  diapason  of  the 
organ  amid  the  howling  of  a  storm.  There  was  silence 
at  length. 

"  Brave  Knight  of  the  Leopard,"  resumed  Coeur  de 
Lion,  "fhou  hast  shown  thai  \\\e  1Li5d^\^V^^^  * 
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his  skin,  and  the  leopard  his  spots,  thouerh  clerks  quote 
Scripture  for  the  impossibility.  Yet  I  have  more  to  say 
to  you  when  I  have  conducted  you  to  the  presence  of 
the  ladies,  the  best  judges,  and  best  rewarders,  of  deeds 
of  chivalry."  ] 

The  Knight  of  the  Leopard  bowed  assent. 

"  And  tliou,  princely  Salad  in,  wih  also  attend  tliem.  I 
promise  thee  our  Queen  will  not  think  herself  welcome, 
if  she  lacks  the  opiKirtunity  to  thank  her  royal  host  Air 
her  most  princely  reception." 

Saladin  bent  his  head  gracefully,  but  declined  the  in- 
Titation. 

"  1  must  attend  the  wounded  man,"  he  said.  '^  The 
leech  leaves  not  |iis  patient  more  tlian  the  champion  the 
lists,  even  if  he  be  summoned  to  a  bower  like  tliose  of 
Paradise.  And  farther,  royal  Richard,  know  that  the 
blood  of  the  East  flows  not  so  temperately  in  tlic  pres- 
ence of  beauty  as  that  of  your  land.  What  saitli  tiie 
book  itself?  Her  eve  is  as  the  edt^e  of  the  sword  of  the 
Prophet,  who  shall  look  u|>on  h  f  He  that  would  not 
be  burnt  avoidcih  to  tread  on  hot  embers — wise  mea 
spread  not  tlie  flax  before  a  bickering  torcl) — He,  saitli 
the  sage,  who  liatli  forfeited  a  treasure,  doth  not  wisely 
to  turn  bark  his  head  to  gaze  at  h." 

Richard,  it  may  be  believed;  respected  the  motives  of 
delicacy  which  flowed  from  manners  so  different  from 
his  own,  and  urged  his  request  no  farther. 

*'  At  noon,"  said  the  Soldan  as  he  departed,  "  I  trust 
ye  will  all  accept  a  collation  under  die  black  camel-skin 
tent  of  a  chief  of  Curdistan." 

The  same  invitation  was  circulated  among  the  Chris- 
tians, comprehending  all  tliose  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  admitted  to  sit  at  a  feast  made  for  princes. 

'^  Hark  !"  said  Richard,  *'  the  timbrels  announce  that 
our  Queen  and  her  attendants  are  leaving  their  gallery^ 
and  see,  il\e  IutWyvs  svtiV  oxv  ^^  ^q>\w^^^<s»'^  ^9A\3L<c!.k  down 
by  a  destroy  lug,  tlw^^X.     N^  >a^  ^t^-sw^sx^  ^  ^V>&.  ^^^  ^^^f^k^ 
of  an  Arab's  evc  couU  s\A\^  v\v^  V^^v^^  ^*^  ^\^^>f -b.  ^S«AO 
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thither  in  triumph.' — How  I  pity  that  noble  Soldan,  who 
knows  but  of  love  as  it  is  known  to  tliose  of  inferior 
nature  !" 

Biondel  tuned  his  harp  to  its  boldest  measure,  to  weK 
come  tlie  introduction  of  tlie  victor  into  the  pavilion  of 
Queen  Berengaria.  He  entered,  supported  on  cither 
side  by  his  sponsors,  Richard  and  Tliomas  Longsword, 
and  knelt  gracefully  down  before  the  Queen,  though 
more  tlian  half  tlie  homage  was  silently  rendered  to 
Edith,  who  sat  on  her  right  hand. 

**  Unarm  him,  my  mistresses,"  said  the  King,  whose 
delight  was  in  the  execution  of  such  chivalrous  usages^- 
"  Let  Beauty  honour  Chivalry  !  Undo  bis  spurs,  Beren* 
garia ;  Queen  though  thou  be,  thou  owest  him  what  marks 
of  favour  thou  canst  give. — Unlace  his  helmet,  Edith—* 
by  this  hand  thou  shalt,  wert  tliou  the  proudest  Plants* 
genet  of  the  line,  and  he  the  poorest  knight  on  earth  !** 

Both  ladies  obeyed  the  royal  commands,  Berengaiia 
with  bustling  assiduity,  as  anxious  to  gratify  her  husband's 
humour,  and  Edith  blushing  and  growing  pale  alternate* 
ly,  as  slowly  and  awkwardly  she  undid,  whh  Longsword's 
assistance,  the  fastenings,  which  secured  the  helmet  to 
the  gorget. 

**  And  what  expect  you  from  beneath  this  iron  shell  ?^ 
said  Richard,  as  the  removal  of  the  casque  gave  to  view 
the  noble  countenance  of  Sir  Kenneth,  his  face  glowing 
witli  recent  exertion,  and  not  less  so  with  present  emotion. 
**  What  think  ye  of  him,  gallants  and  beauties  .^"  said 
Richard.  **  Doth  he  resemble  an  Ethiopian  slave,  or 
dotli  he  present  the  face  of  an  obscure  and  nameless  ad- 
venturer ?  No,  by  my  good  sword  ! — Here  terminate 
his  various  disguises.  He  hath  knelt  down  before  you, 
unknown  save  by  his  wortli — he  arises,  equally  distin- 
guislied  by  birth .  and  by  fortune.  The  adventurous 
knight,  Kenneth,  arises  David  Earl  of  Huntingdon, 
Prince  Royal  of  Scotland  !" 

There  was  a  general  exc\auwl\\o\i  oS.  »xr^TV»^  ^»^ 
Edith  dropped  from  her  hand  \\\eV\c\Kve\,  v\\\Ocw  'So&^s 
Jusi  received. 
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'*  Yes,  my  masters,''  said  the  King,  **  it  is  even  lo. 
Ye  know  how  Scotland  deceived  us  when  she  proposed  lo 
send  this  valiant  Earl,  with  a  bold  company  of  her  best 
and  noblest,  to  aid  our  arms  in  this  conquest  of  Pales- 
tine, but  failed  to  comply  witli  her  engagements  This 
noble  youtli,  under  whom  the  Scottish  crusaders  were  to 
have  been  arrayed,  thought  foul  scorn  that  his  arm  should 
be  witlilicld  from  the  holy  warfare,  and  joined  us  at  Sicily 
with  a  small  train  of  devoted  and  faithful  attendants, 
which  was  augmented  by  many  of  his  countrymen,  lo 
whom  the  rank  of  their  leader  was  unknown.  The  con- 
fidants of  the  Koval  Prince  had  all,  save  one  old  fol- 
lower,  fallen  by  death,  when  his  secret,  but  too  well  kept, 
bad  nearly  occasioned  my  cutting  off,  in  a  Scottish  ad- 
venturer, one  of  the  noblest  lio|)es  of  Europe. — Why  did 
you  not  mention  your  rank,  noble  Huntingdon,  when  en- 
dangered by  my  hasty  and  passionate  sentence  ? — Wu 
it  that  you  thought  Richard  capable  of  abusing  the  ad- 
vantage I  possessed  over  the  heir  of  a  King  whom  1 
have  so  often  found  hostile  ?" 

'^  1  did  you  not  that  injustice,  royal  Richard,"  answer- 
ed the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  ;  ^^  but  my  pride  brooked 
not  that  I  should  avow  myself  Prince  of  Scotland  in 
order  to  save  my  life,  endangered  for  default  of  loyalty. 
And,  moreover,  I  had  made  my  vow  to  preserve  my  rank 
unknown  till  the  crusade  should  be  accomplished ;  nor 
did  I  mention  it,  save  in  artieulo  mortis^  and  imdcr  the 
seal  of  confession,  to  yonder  reverend  hermit." 

"  It  was  the  knowhidge  of  that  secret,  then,  which 
made  the  good  man  so  urgent  with  me  to  recall  my  se- 
vere sentence  ?"  said  Richard.  "  Well  did  he  sav  that, 
had  this  s:ood  knight  fallen  by  my  mandate,  1  should  have 
wished  the  deed  undone  though  it  had  cost  me  a  limb— 
A  hmb  ! — I  should  have  wished  it  undone  had  it  cost  rae 
my  life — since  tiie  world  would  have  said  that  Richard 
had  abused  the  condition  in  which  the  heir  of  Scotland 
bad  placed  himself,  by  his  confidence  in  bis  generosity." 
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**  Yet,  maj  we  know  of  your  Grace  by  what  strange 
md  happy  chance  this  riddle  was  at  length  read  ?''  said 
lie  Queen  Berengaria* 

**  Letters  were  brought  to  us  (rom  England,*^  said  the 
King,  *'  ID  which  we  learnt,  among  other  unpleasant  news^ 
that  the  King  of  Scotland  had  seized  upon  three  of  our 
nobles,  when  on  a  pilgrimnge  to  Saint  Ninian,  and  aUeg« 
ed  as  a  cause,  that  his  heir,  being  supposed  to  be  fighl* 
ing  in  the  ranks  of  tlie  Teutonic  Knights,  against  tlie 
heathen  of  Borussia,  was,  in  fact,  in  our  camp,  and  in 
our  power  ;  and,  therefore,  William  proposed  to  hold 
these  nobles  as  hostages  for  his  safety.  This  gave  roe 
the  first  light  on  .the  real  rank  of  the  Knight  of  tlie  Leop- 
ard,  and  my  suspicions  were  confirmed  by  De  Vaux, 
who,  on  his  return  from  Askalon,  brought  back  with  him 
the  Earl  of  Huntingdon's  sole  attendant,  a  thick-skulled 
slave,  who  had  gone  tliirty  miles  to  unfold  to  De  Vaox 
a  secret  he  should  have  told  to  me." 

'*  Old  Strauchan  must  be  excused,"  said  the  Lord  of 
Gilsland.  *'  He  knew  from  experience  that  my  heart 
is  somewhat  softer  than  if  1  wrote  myself  Plantagenet." 

*'  Thy  heart  soft  f  thou  commodity  of  old  iron  !— -and 
Cumberland  flint,  that  thou  art  !"  exclaimed  the  King. 
— "  It  is  we  Plantagenets  who  boast  soft  and  feeling 
hearts,  Edith,"  turning  to  his  cousin,  with  an  expression 
which  called  the  blood  into  her  cheek — *'  Give  me  thy 
band,  my  fair  cousin,  and.  Prince  of  Scotland,  thine. 

'*  Forbear,  my  lord,"  said  Editli,  hanging  back,  and 
endeavouring  to  hide  her  confusion,  under  an  attempt  to 
rally  her  royal  kinsman's  credulity.  "  Remember  yon 
not  that  my  hand  was  to  be  tlie  signal  of  converting  to 
the  Christian  faith  the  Saracen  and  Arab,  Saladin  and 
all  his  turbaned  host  ?" 

''  Ay,  but  the  wind  of  prophecy  hath  cliopped  about| 
and  sits  now  in  another  comer,"  replied  Richard. 

"  Mock  not,  lest  your  bonds  be  made  strong,"  said  the 
Hermit,  stepping  forward.  '*  The  heavenly  host  write 
nothing  but  truth  in  their  brilliant  records — it  is  man*i 
ejres  which  are  too  weak  to  read  vW\t  OcAT^oet^ 
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Know,  that  when  Saladin  and  Kenneth  of  Scotland  slejii  I 
in  my  grotto,  1  read  in  tlie  stars,  that  there  rested  under  I 
my  roof  a  prince,  the  natural  foe  of  Richard,  with  whoa  I 
the  fate  of  Edith  Plantagenet  was  to  he  united.     Codd  I 
I  doubt  that  this  must  be  the  Soldan,  whose  rank  was  veB  I 
known  to  me,  as  he  often  vi»ted  my  cell  to  converse  « 
the  revohitions  of  the  heavenly  bodies  ? — Again,  the  lig^ 
of  the  firmament  proclaimed  Uiat  this  Prince,  the  hudnod 
of  Edith  Plantagcnct,  should  be  a  Christian  ;  and  I,— 
weak  and  wild  interpreter  ! — argued  tlience  the  conTe^ 
sion  of  the  noble  Saladin,  wliose  good  qualities  seemed 
often  to  incline  him  towards  the  better  faith.  The  sense  of 
my  weakness  hath  humbled  me  to  tlie  dust,  but  in  tlie  dut 
I  have  found  comfort !  1  have  not  read  aright  the  fate  of 
others — who  can  assure  me  but  that  I  may  have  miscal- 
culated mine  own  ?     God  will  not  have  us  break  into  his 
council-house,  or  spy  out  his  hidden  mysteries.     We  must 
wait  his  time  with  watching  and  prayer — with  fear  and 
with  hope.      I  came  hither  the  stern  seer — ^the  proud 
prophet — skilled,  as  I  thought,  to  instruct  princes,  and 
gifted  even  with  supernatural  )X)wers,  but   burdened  with 
a  weight  which  1  deemed  no  shoulders  but  mine  could 
have  borne.     But  my  bands  have  been  broken  !    I  go 
hence   humble  in  mine    ignorance,   penitent — and  nul 
hopeless." 

With  these  words  he  withdrew  from  the  assembly  ;  and 
it  is  recorded,  that,  from  that  period,  liis  frenzy  fits 
seldom  occurred,  and  his  penances  were  of  a  milder 
character,  and  accompanied  witli  better  hopes  of  the  fiH 
ture.  So  much  is  there  of  self-opinion,  even  in  insanitVi 
that  the  conviction  of  his  having  entertained  and  express- 
ed an  unfounded  prediction  with  so  much  vehemence, 
seemed  to  operate  like  loss  of  blood  on  the  human  frame, 
to  modify  and  lower  the  fever  of  the  brain. 

It  is  needless  to  follow  into  farther  particulars  the  con- 
ferences at  the  royal  tent,  or  to  inquire  whether  David, 
Earl  of  Huntingdon,  was  as  mute  in  the  presence  of  Edith 
Plantac^enel,  us  wV\ev\  Vve  ^^<&\^>\wd  lo  act  under  the  char* 
actor  of  an  obacute  ^wd  ^MxvsXe.^  ^^^\i\»x^\.  ^^.\sfie^ 
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Well  believed  thai  be  there  expressed,  with  suitable  eam- 
Mtness,  the  passion  to  which  he  had  so  often  before 
found  it  difficult  to  give  words. 

The  hour  of  noon  now  approached,  and  SaJadtn  wait- 
•d  to  receive  the  Princes  of  Christendom  in  a  tent* 
wbicb,  but  for  iu  large  size,  difiered  little  from  that  of  the 
ordinary  shelter  of  the  common  Curdman,  or  Arab  ;  yet, 
-beneath  its  ample  and  sable  covering,  was  prepared  a. 
banquet  aAer  the  most  gorgeous  fashion  of  the  East,  ex- 
tended upon  carpets  of  the  richest  stutTs,  with  cushions 
hid  for  the  guests.  But  we  cannot  stop  to  describe  tba 
cloth  of  gold  end  silver — the  superb  embroidery  in 
Arabesque — the  shawls  of  Cashmere — and  the  muslins 
of  India,  which  were  here  unfolded  in  all  their  splendour ; 
tar  less  to  tell  ihe  different  sweetmeats,  ragouts  edged 
^rith  rice  coloured  in  various  manners,  with  all  tlie  otfaer 
niceties  of  Eastern  cookery.  Lambs  roasted  whole,  and 
game  and  pouhry  dressed  in  pilaus,  were  piled  in  vesaels 
of  gold,  and  silver,  and  porcelain,  and  intermixed  with 
lar^  maxera  of  sherbet,  cooled  in  straw  and  ice  from 
ihe  caverns  of  Mount  Lebanon.  A  magnificent  pile  of 
cushions  at  the  head  of  the  bonqitet,  seemed  prepared 
fer  the  master  of  the  feast,  and  such  dignitaries  as  he 
might  call  to  share  that  place  of  distinction,  while,  from 
the  roof  of  the  tent  in  all  quarters,  but  over  this  seat 
vf  eminence  in  particular,  waved  many  a  banner  and 
pennon,  the  trophies  of  battles  won,  and  kingdoms  over- 
ihrowQ.  But  amongst  and  above  thnm  all,  a  long  lance 
displayed  a  shroud,  the  banner  of  Dcatli,  with  this  im- 
pressive inscription — "  Sai^adin  Kiro  or  Kiifca— 
Saladin  Victor  or  Victors — Saladim  kitbt  die." 
Amid  these  preparations,  the  slaves  who  had  errnnged 
the  refreshments  stood  with  drooped  heads  and  folded 
arms,  mule  and  motionless  as  monumental  statuary,  or 
as  automata,  winch  waited  the  touch  of  the  artist  to  put 
tliem    in   motion. 

Expecting  the  approach  of  his  princely  guests,  tbe 
Soldan,  imbued  as  most  were,  with  the  vayKMuMAWk  ^ 
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fait  time,  paused  over  a  bonncope  «nd  correspaiMlB| 
scroll,  which  had  beeo  sent  to  him  by  tb«  hemM « 
Bngaddi  when  he  departed  from  the  cunp. 

"  Strange  ajid  mysterious  science,"  he  muttered  t 
himself,  "  which,  pretending  to  draw  the  curtain  a 
fiiturity,  misleads  those  whom  it  seems  to  guide,  an 
'  darkens  the  scene  which  it  pretends  to  iUutnioate !  Wk 
would  not  hare  said  that  I  was  that  enemy  meet  dai^er 
OU8  to  Richard,  whose  enmity  was  lo  be  ended  by  msr 
tisge  witli  his  kinswoman  ?  Yet  it  now  appears  thatv 
union  betwixt  this  gallant  E^l  and  the  lady  will  faia( 
about  friendship  betwixt  Richard  aod  Scotland,  an  en^ 
more  dangerous  than  I,  as  a  wild-cat  in  a  chambers 
more  to  Ik  dreaded  than  a  lioo  m  a  distant  deaert. — B« 
then,"  he  continued  to  mutter  to  himtelf,  "  the  eembi- 
nation  intimates,  that  this  husband  was  to  be  ChristiaB.— 
Christian?"  he  repeated, after  a  pause — *'  That  g^vetbi 
insane  fanatic  stargazer  hopes  that  1  might  reoounce  m) 
faith  !  but  me,  ihe  faithful  follower  of  our  Prophet— infl  il 
sheuld  have  undeceived. — Lie  there,  mysterious  scnll," 
he  added,  thrusUng  it  under  the  pile  of  cusbioDii 
"  strange  are  thy  bodemcnts  and  fatal,  since,  even  wba 
true  in  themselves,  they  work  upon  those  who  attemptM 
deciiiher  tlicir  meaning  all  the  effects  of  falsehood.— 
How  now!  what  means  this  intrusion^" 

He  spoke  to  the  dwarf  Nectabanus,  who  rushed  inn 
the  tent  fearfully  agitated,  with  each  strange  and  di^va- 
portioned  feature  wrenched  by  horror  into  still  tnon 
extravagant  ugliness, — his  mouth  open,  his  eyes  staring 
his  hands,  with  their  sbriveUed  and  deformed  fingen, 
wildly  expanded. 

"  What  now  ?"  said  the  Soldan,  sternly. 

"  Recipe  hoc .'"  groaned  out  the  dwarf. 

"  Ha  1  say'st  thou  ?"  answered  Saladlo. 

"  Acdpe  hoc  .'"  replied  the  panic-struck  creature,  n» 
conscious,  perhaps,  (bat  he  repealed  the  same  muds  a 
before. 
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^  Nor  am  I  further  Too],''  said  the  dwai  f,  ***  than  to 
make  my  folly  help  out  my  wits  to  earn  my  bread,  poor 
helpiess  wretch  1 — Hear,  hear  me,  great  Soldan  !" 

"  Nay,  if  tliou  hast  actual  wrong  to  complain  of,"  said 
Saladin,  '^  fool  or  wise,  thou  art  entitled  to  tlic  ear  of  a 
Kmg. — Retire  hither  with  me  ;"  and  he  led  liim  into  the 
inner  tent. 

Whatever  their  conference  related  to,  it  was  soon  bro- 
ken off  by  the  fanfare  of  the  trumpets,  announcing  the 
arrival  of  the  various  Christian  princes,  whom  Saladin 
welcomed  to  his  tent  with  a  royal  courtesy  well  becom- 
ing their  rank  and  his  own  ;  but  chiefly,  lie  saluted  the 
young  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  generously  congratulated 
him  upon  prospects,  which  seemed  to  have  interfered 
with  and  overclouded  those  whicfa  he  had  himself  en- 
tertained. 

"  But  think  not,"  said  the  Soldan,  **  thou  noble  youth, 
that  the  Prince  of  Scotland  is  more  welcome  to  Saladin, 
than  was  Kenneth *to  tlie  solitary  Ilderim  when  they  met 
in  the  desert,  or  the  distressed  Ethiop  to  the  Hakim 
Adonbec.  A  brave  and  generous  disposition  like  thine 
bath  a  value  independent  of  condition  and  birth,  as  the 
cool  draught,  which  I  here  proffer  thee,  is  as  delicious 
from  an  earthen  vessel  as  from  a  goblet  of  gold." 

The  Earl  of  Huntingdon  made  a  suitable  reply,  grate- 
fully acknowledging  tlie  various  important  services  he 
bad  received  from  the  generous  Soldan  ;  but  when  he 
bad  pledged  Saladin  in  the  bowl  of  sherbet,  which  the 
Soldan  had  proffered  to  him,  he  could  not  help  remarking 
witli  a  smile,  **  The  brave  cavalier,  Ilderim,  knew  not  of 
the  formation  of  ice,  but  the  munificent  Soldan  coob  his 
sherbet  with  snow." 

"  Would'st  thou  have  an  Arab  or  &  Curdman  as  wise 
as  a  Hakim  ?"  said  the  Soldan.  "  He  who  does  on  a 
disguise  must  make  the  sentiments  of  his  heart  and  tiie 
learning  of  his  head  accord  with  the  dress  which  he  as- 
sumes. I  desired  Co  see  how  a  brave  and  single-hearted 
cavalier  of  Frangistan  would  GOi\dv\c\Vx\ai^^  \^  ^^dMX» 
with  such  B  chief  as  I  then  seemed  \  vsA  \  ss^^sAs: 
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the  truth  of  n  well-known  fact,  to  know  hj  what  irg^ 
incnts  tlioii  wDuldst  support  thy  assertion." 

While  they  were  speaking,  the  Arch-Duke  of  Anslria, 
who  stood  a  little  apart,  was  struck  witli  the  mention  of 
iced  sherhet,  and  took  with  pleasure  and  some  Itluntnesi 
the  deep  goblet,  as  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  was  aboot 
to  replace  it. 

**  Most  delicious  !"  he  exclaimed,  after  a  deep  drau^lit, 
which  tlie  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  feverishness  fol- 
lowing tlio  debauch  of  {he  preceding  daj^,  had  rendered 
doubly  acceptable.  He  sighed  as  he  handed  the  ciip 
to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templors.  Saladin  made  a 
sign  to  the  dwarf,  who  advanced  and  pronounced,  villi 
a  harili  .voice,  llie  words,  Accipe  hoc  !  The  Tem[dar 
Started,  like  a  steed  who  sees  a  lion  under  a  bush  bcstdc 
the  pathway  ;  yet  inatanily  recovered,  and  to  hide,  per- 
liaps,  his  confusion,  raised  the  goblet  to  his  Iips~-but 
those  lips  never  touched  that  goblet's  rim.  TJie  sabre 
of  Saladin  left  its  sheath  as  lightning  leaves  tlie  cloud. 
ft  wag  waved  in  tlic  air, — and  the  head  of  the  Grand 
Master  rolled  to  the  extremity  of  the  tent,  while  the  trunk 
remained  for  a  second  standing  with  tl)c  goblcl  slill  cIcDck- 
cd  in  its  grasp,  then  felt,  tlie  liquor  mingling  with  the 
bbod  that  spirted  from  iJie  reins.'-' 

There  was  a  general  exclamation  of  treason,  and 
Austria,  nearest  to  whom  Saladin  stood  with  the  bloody 
■abre  in  his  hand,  started  back  as  if  apprehensive  that  he 
turn  was  to  come  next.  Richard  mid  others  luid  baad 
on  tlieir  swords. 

"  Fear  noihini;,  noble  Austria,"  said  Saladin,  as  com- 
posedly as  if  nothing  had  happened,  "  nor  you,  royal 
Kngland,  be  wrnth  at  what  you  have  seen.  Not  for  his 
manifold  treasons  ; — not  for  the  attempt  which,  as  may 
be  vouched  by  his  own  squire,  he  instigated  against  King 
Richard's  life  ; — not  that  he  pursued  the  Prince  of  Scot- 
land and  myself  in  the  desert,  reducing  us  lo  save  osr 
lives  by  l\ic  s\tceA  o(  out  Vvcn^ei  ■, — not  that  he  had  sln^ 
red  up  the  lAaronueato  tfxai^t.  ■a»'«.\«»  ^K&-wsc^\«eft- 
liODi  had  I  nol  btou^A  »iv  'iwi-tYyawSe^  Vk  ^ouc^  Vxte> 
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as  rendered  the  scheme  abortive  ; — ^not  for  any  or  all 
of  these  crimes  does  he  now  lie  there,  although  each 
were  deserving  such  a  doom  ; — bnt  because,  scarce  half 
an  hour  ere  he  polluted  our  presence,  as  the  simoom  em«* 
poisons  the  atmosphere,  he  poniarded  his  comrade  and 
accomplice,  Conrade  of  Montserrat,  lest  he  should  con- 
fess the  infamous  plots  m  which  they  had  both  been  en- 
gaged." 

**  How  !  Conrade  murdered  ? — And  by  the  Grand 
Master,  his  sponsor  and  most  intimate  friend  !"  exclaim- 
ed Richard.  *r Noble  Soldan,  I  would  not  doubt  thee— 
yet  this  must  be  proved — otherwise " 

^'  There  stands  the  evidence,''  said  Saladin,  pointing 
to  the  terrified  dwarf.  **  Allah,  who  sends  tlie  firc*fly  to 
illuminate  the  night  season,  can  discover  secret  crimes  by 
the  most  contemptible  means." 

The  Soldan  proceeded  to  tell  the  dwarPs  story,  which 
amounted  to  this. — In  his  foolish  curiosity,  or,  as  he 
partly  confessed,  with  some  thoughts  of  pilfering,  Nec- 
tabanus  had  strayed  into  tlie  tent  of  Conrade,  which  had 
been  deserted  by  his  attendants,  some  of  whom  had  left 
the  encampment  to  carry  the  news  of  his  defeat  to  his 
brother,  and  others  were  availing  themselves  of  the  means 
which  Saladin  had  supplied  for  revelling.  The  wounded 
man  slept  under  the  influence  of  Saladin's  wonderful 
talisman,  so  that  the  dwarf  had  opportunity  to  pry  about 
at  pleasure,  .until  he  was  frightened  into  concealment  by 
the  sound  of  a  heavy  step.  He  skulked  behind  a  curtain, 
yet  could  see  the  motions,  and  hear  the  words  of  tlie 
Grand  Master,  who  entered,  and  carefully  secured  the 
covering  of  the  pavilion  behind  him.  His  victim  started 
from  sleep,  and  it  would  appear  that  he  instantly  suspect- 
ed the  purpose  of  his  old  associate,  for  it  was  in  a  tone 
of  alarm  that  he  demanded  wherefore  he  disturbed  him  f 

**  1  come  to  confess  and  to  absolve  tliee,"  answered 
the  Grand  Master. 

Of  their  further  speech  the  terrified  dwarf  remember- 
ed little,  save  that  Conrade  implored  the  Gt^^sd  V\&sdjaL 
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not  10  break  a  wounded  reed,  and  that  tlie  Teii^)hr 
struck  bim  to  tbe  beart  witb  a  Turkisli  dagger,  with  ths 
words  accipe  hoc — words  which  long  afterwards  haunted 
tbe  terrified  imagination  of  the  concealed  witness. 

*'  I  verified  the  talc,"  said  Saladin,  '*  by  causing  the 
body  to  be  examined  ;  and  I  made  Uiis  unhappy  being, 
whom  Allah  hath  made  the  discoverer  of  tlie  crime, 
repeat  in  your  own  presence  the  words  which  tbe  mur- 
derer s|K)ke  ;  and  you  yourselves  saw  the  efiuct  which 
tliey  produced  upon  his  conscience." 

The  Soldan  paused,  and  the  King  of  England  bnAe 
silence : — 

'*  If  this  be  true,  as  I  doubt  not,  we  have  witnessed 
a  great  act  of  justice,  though  it  bore  a  difllerent  a^ect. 
But  wherefore  in  tliis  presence  f  wherefore  with  thine 
own  hand  ?" 

'^  1  had  designed  otherwise,"  said  Saladin  ;  **  but  had 
I  not  hastened  his  doom,  it  had  been  altogether  averted, 
since,  if  I  had  permitted  him  to  taste  of  my  cup,  as  be 
was  about  to  do,  how  could  I,  witliout  uicurring  the  brand 
of  inhospitality,  have  done  him  to  death  as  he  deserved  ? 
Had  he  murdered  my  foitlicr,  and  afterwards  partaken  of 
my  food  and  my  bowl,  not  a  hair  of  his  head  could  have 
been  injured  by  me.  But  enough  of  him — let  his  carcisi 
and  his  memory  be  removed  from  amongst  us.'' 

The  body  was  carried  away,  and  tlie  marks  of  the 
slaughter  obliterated  or  concealed,  witb  such  ready  dex* 
terity,  as  showed  that  the  case  was  not  altogether  so  un- 
common as  to  paralyze  tlie  assistants  and  officers  of 
Saladin's  household. 

But.  the  Christian  princes  felt  that  the  scene  which 
they  had  beheld  weighed  heavily  on  tlieir  spirits,  and 
although,  at  the  courteous  invitation  of  tlie  Solda^o,  tbej 
assumed  their  scats  at  the  banquet,  yet  it  was  with  the 
silence  of  doubt  and  amazement.  The  spirits  of  Rich- 
ard alone  surmounted  all  cause  for  suspicion  or  embar^ 
rassment.  Yet  he,  too,  seemed  to  ruminate  on  sona 
proposition,  as  \{  \\e  v;^t^  ^^^\tQ\v&  ^^  YCAkin^  it  io  tbe 
inoat  insinualing  awA  ace^^^^^^  twaxsaRx  ^'^^s»RiBv 
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■ble.  At  length  he  drank  off  a  hrge  bowl  of  wino,  and, 
addressing  the  Soldan,  desired  to  know  whether  it  was 
not  true  that  he  had  honoured  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
with  a  personal  encounter. 

Saladin  answered  with  a  smile,  that  he  had  proved  his 
horse  and  his  weapons  with  the  heir  of  Scotland,  as  cav- 
aliers are  wont  to  do  with  each  other  when  tliey  meet  in 
tlie  desert — and  modestly  added,  that  tliOugh  the  combat 
was  not  entirely  decisive,  he  had  not,  on  liis  part,  much 
reason  to  pride  himself  on  the  event.  The  Scot,  on  the 
other  hand,  disclaimed  the  attributed  .superiority,  and 
wished  to  assign  it  to  the  Soldan. 

**  Enough  of  honour  thou  hast  had  in  the  encounter,'* 
said  Richard,  **  and  I  envy  tliee  more  for  that,  than  for 
the  smiles  of  Edith  Plantagenct,  though  one  of  them 
might  reward  a  bloody  day's  work — But  what  say  you, 
noble  princes  ;  is  it  fitting  that  such  a  royal  ring  of  chiv- 
alry should  break  up  without  something  being  done  for 
future  times  to  speak  of  ?  What  is  tlie  overthrow  and 
death  of  a  traitor,  to  such  a  fair  garland  of  honour  as  is 
here  assembled,  and  which  ought  not  to  part  witliout  wit- 
nessing something  more  worthy  of  their  regard  ?  How 
^7  you,  princely  Soldan— What  if  we  two  should  now, 
and  before  this  fair  company,  decide  tlie  long  contended 
question  for  this  land  of  Palestine,  and  end  at  once  these 
tedious  wars  ?  Yonder  are  the  lists  ready,  nor  can  Pay- 
nimrie  ever  hope  a  better  champion  than  thou.  I,  unless 
worthier  ofiers,  will  lay  down  my  gauntlet  in  behalf  of 
Christendom,  and,  in  all  love  and  honour,  we  will  do 
mortal  battle  for  the  possession  of  Jerusalem." 

There  was  a  deep  pause  for  the  Soklan's  answer.  His 
cheek  and  brow  coloured  highly,  and  it  was  the  opinion 
of  many  present,  that  he  hesitated  whether  he  should 
accept  die  challenge.  At  length  he  said,  <<  Fighting  for 
the  Holy  City  against  those  whom  we  regard  as  idolaters, 
and  worshippers  of  stocks  and  stones,  and  graven  images, 
I  might  confide  that  Allah  would  strengthen  my  arm  ;  or, 
if  I  fell  beneath  the  sword  of  the  Melech  6AC^l5^^>\VA^^^iJk 
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Cts9  to  Paradise  b^  a  more  glorious  death.  But  Alhk 
as  already  given  Jerusalem  to  tlie  true  belierers,  and  it 
were  a  lempting  the  (rod  of  the  Prophet  to  peril,  upon 
tnj^  own  personal  strength  and  skill,  that  which  I  bold 
securely  fay  the  superiority  of  my  forces." 

"  If  not  for  Jerusalem,  then,"  said  Richard,  in  the 
tone  of  one  who  would  entreat  a  favour  of  an  iniimue 
frirad,  "  yet,  for  the  lore  of  honour,  let  ua  run  at  leut 
three  courses  with  grinded  lances^' 

*'  Even  this,"  said  Sahdin,  half  smiling  at  Ckeur  de 
Uoo's  affectionate  earnestness  for  the  combat,  *'  erea 
tliis  I  may  not  lawfully  do.  The  master  places  die  shep- 
herd over  the  flock,  not  few  the  ihephord's  own  sake,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  sheep.  Had  I  a  son  to  bold  tbe 
weptre  when  I  fell,  I  might  have  had  the  liberty,  as  I 
have  the  will,  to  brave  tliis  bold  encounter ;  but  your  owa 
Scripture  sayetli,  that,  when  the  herdsman  is  smitten,  tbs 
sheep  are  scattered." 

"  Thou  hasi  had  all  the  fortune,'-  said  Richard,  turn- 
ing to  tbe  Earl  of  Huntingdon  with  a  sigh,  "  1  would 
have  given  the  best  year  in  my  life  for  that  one  half  hour 
beside  the  Dtaniond  of  the  Desert  !" 

The  chivalrous  extravagance  of  Richard  awakened  tbe 
spirits  of  the  assembly,  and  when  at  length  they  arose  to 
depart,  Saladin  advanced  and  took  Cocur  dc  Lion  by  the 
band. 

"  Noble  King  of  England,"  be  said,  "  we  now  part, 
never  to  meet  again.  That  your  league  is  dissolved,  no 
more  to  be  reunited,  and  tliat  your  native  forces  are  far 
too  few  to  enable  you  to  prosecute  your  enterprise,  is  as 
well  known  to  me  as  to  yourself.  I  may  not  yield  you 
up  that  Jerusalem  which  you  so  much  desire  to  hold.  It 
is  to  us,  as  to  you,  a  Holy  City.  But  whatever  other 
terms  Richard  demands  of  Saladin,  shall  be  as  willingly 
yielded  as  yonder  fountain  yields  its  waters.  Ay,  and 
the  same  should  be  as  frankly  afforded  by  Saladin,  if 
Ricliard  stood  in  the  desert  with  but  two  archers  in  Hm 
train  !" 
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The  next  day  saw  Richard's  retuni  to  bis  own  cainpi 
and  in  a  short  space  afterwards,  the  young  Eari  of 
Huntingdon  was  espoused  by  Edith  Plantagenet.  The 
Soldan  sent,  as  a  nuptial  present  on  this  occasion,  the 
celebrated  talisman  ;  but  though  many  cures  were 
wrought  by  means  of  it  in  Europe,  none  equalled  in  suc- 
cess and  celebrity  those  which  the  Soldan  achieved.  It 
is  still  in  existence,  having  been  bequeathed  by  the  Earl 
of  Huntingdon  to  a  brave  knight  of  Scotland,  Sir  Simoa 
of  the  Lee,  in  whose  ancient  and  highly  honoured  family 
it  !s  still  preserved  ;  and  although  charmed  stones  have 
been  dismissed  from  the  modern  Pharmacopoeia,  its  vir- 
tues are  still  applied  to  (or  stopping  blood,  and  in  cases 
of  canine  madness. '^ 

Our  story  closes  here,  as  the  tenns  on  which  Richard 
relinquished  his  conquests  are  to  be  found  in  every  his* 
tory  of  the  period. 
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NOTES  TO  THE  TALISMAN. 


I.     PnnSi.     H«  wiH  ■  hnbiiK*!   boo 

eit.m>«r,  lu  Kiw  RichanI,  aoil  ii  RDtimd 

Hiriiiiniim  in  Ike  hiimriuriKHi.     Al  Ibc  bsi^hiwig  of  ihe  imnMr«,  — pli—  ii 
hirbibekiuntMMlbnelhnMwiUiafraliaril 


of  rnat  limwi^i  h»l  ■  iharp  cacoiuisr  wilk  Un.     WbM  Ririard  ralanNd 
Uie  wcuikI  timo,  Ihe  InlUmiag  li  Mr.  EUin'i  kecOMI  of  hi*  ptnewJy  >- 

a  helmet,  Uh  eraM  <4  w6ithm  ■  nd  bnaad,  wiib  »  hx^  Uid  which  kmM 


hrailm  kuuu Ji  whn  (IctleH  Ibe  Hoi  v  Lwid,  aiKl  hii  dUenBiaaliaa  lo 
ilH-lr  ileainirlini.  Haviaj;  ■iilBriTUll]'  linaliisd  Uaioir  ii  In  mwuiumh, 
he  nxlL'  iuiu  ike  rnuk*  fiir  itic  jlwpiMe  fif  ■rledii^  a  mon  formidaUa  kdvrr- 
•■r;; ;  aad,  ildirprinK  hii  ipeiir  In  bif  iqiiirc,  look  kii  ih«,  ud  aMCnhoil 
Hit  Thomu  (k  Muluin,  a  kiiglM  wknH  pmweu  m*  dnamdl;  keM  ia  Ik* 
lilclirM  nliiMlioB.  Kr  Tkomii,  g[ipiirrul]>  o-il  •■  ill  diKntciitl  b;  ■  blow 
nliichiinublhBTcluncdi  rnmnHMi  ■civrnorj'.ralmlyadviiml  kiai  Id  pi  nad 
amiiH  Wimclf  elxiihera  i  bat  Richinl,  having  ^imed  ■■  him  ■  wmad  lad 
moM  vioiimt  •Inka,  by  wkkh  bir  bdiocl  vu  nuriy  cmbnl,  ka  niaraail  it 
witli  unch  viniDi  thai  tba  kinc  hoi  hi>  wimni,  *n<i,  rt«avcriu>  hiamrif  oilk 
tonic  <lillir<iU*,  nxla  off  »i£  all  woBd  taw  tba  loRil."— Ellii'i  Bfei. 
M-'IU,  |>p.  ■•J3,'  l»h 

1     Page  90.    The  PhyMtUa. 

3.     Page  lOS.    Tbe  Aagel  of  Death. 


in  ncoai,uand  t'mn  ike  Haiaeaai.     "Ilwo**!-,. .. 

D'lvire  of  Iho  (MlniRh  and  bamai,  Ike  clcrj[y  lad  laitif,"  and  ii,  lay*  Ika 
hislJinan  Gihhoa,  "  a  precimH  moninDral  of  fvudalory  Jurmnnidearet  flinaill  4 
u|iaii  1hDf«  pnuriplei  of  freodom  wkicli  were  aaaeNUarto  tke  lyaleai.'' 

5.     Ptfc  146.     Ri^ard  na  tkiH  eatlcd  b;  Ike  EaMefn  uiioM. 


fiirided  hetween  Edward 
rbu  eiikmed  Ihaii  dooiiuiioo  oyer  a  free  coaniiy.  and  ihe  BtoU 
unpdiod  ID  lake  i:onpulwry  oalht,  wilbool  auj' purpoie  of  koefi- 
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!l.  rngpSM.  Tbeninncruf  ihe  draihof  tlwHpfNcd  Gntud  MsMT 
dT  die  Teinpbrt,  vh  taken  rrooi  iho  roal  mnily  riiucicil  bf  Sal^Jia.  D(iM 
rkn  pAfin*  at  Aniii)il  «  K^aild  de  Cluuillnn.     llii*  prrroii.  a  tnlHin-  rtf 

nliHiloruE  cinininm,  ow>  iOHillcil  aud  aliiuril  llii;  uilfrim*  ahoBFR  ua 
Ibrir  jnnnirT  1u  .Itprn.  t(  w»  rhicflv  on  hi>  iirmiiBl  thai  Snlmlii  ilerl>r>.1 
WHrtlni.Ml'(iiit.lerji<ij!nitu.lbrU>t'l.nlmKi>i|:af  the  Holy  l.u.1.  Ita 
I'fariMiiln  iMmarrhinii  Jditiiril  liv  tiHlmliii  wiili  ilic  lnu<aX>.OUU  sKn.iad 
hnTin;  l>-rcH  nitile  (iruimrr,  «i(k  nuililinn  anH  (iibrn.  wnt  nmhirinl  l-rihr* 
Hh  Sflidaa.  IV  vinnt  p««mbikI  la  bit  rxlinailnl  rspiin  «  cap  of  •bri^M. 
molol  in  f«nw.  I«U9IM  haruig  (Innk,  •irat  adnM  (a  haiiri  ihr  cap  la 
Chuillna,  whoi  Uir  ttaMan  iiHvrfrml.  ■■  Vnnr  penon,"  h*  w'lil. "  mi  iwal 
IHiiuaAr.  it  nnefdl.  hm  iho  cop  of  Salailin  nail  ani  ht  iwubaed  hv  m  Mas- 

C'lnniHii  n>M>rr  aiiH  mllian."  Soaviae,  ke  ilnr  Ibe  eantivakaiirU  bi-a 
0«arbi.><:Mml.r.-6e<^li•■■nR'. //iX-r-  ' 

Tll«  I.M  PrinT, 

la     rn^  W9.     Siiire  thr  lad  ulirct  nf  llii>  vntmm  nT  Ihr  prMnii  nTtia* 

w»  priHiol  atr.  a  kiail  rrind  ban  tnnuBiiltccI  Ihe  Mkniiivninem  dncoairal, 

by  whirli  K  wouM  anni-ar  tlial  Ibc  aririFd  rinnn  aT  dicLn  Ppuit  had  M 

nie  liinc  given  aflratiiicn  to  oar  l>rc>t>vtrriaB  hmkrao  of  Clj<li!aildka. 

EilracI  rrom  Ihi:  AuEn)Uiij  Ba«k«  at  l)l*>K<i«,  anral  the  Lee  FroBT  ttoan. 

Apxd  tnalgoir,  S\  n/  Oclairr.' 

Sllian.  So*.  :. 

QfTiii  K  Hav.  nmon-rot  Iho  rFfcrrin  dT  ihn  Dmhrpn  of  ihr   Miiiirtnraf 

IjiMirk,  ii  <rii  pmpmiril  In  Ihn  ByaoA  thai  Givia  llamilinii  of  Rapbirii  Im4 

|Hinucit  an  t  'ompkiiiit  Iwloir  Ihnn  ngaiail  Ht  JtMn  Lockhait  of  Lev.  aatal 

Ibn  nippr'iiiinii*  n>ni^  nf  *■  iflMK,  an  m  tilvci.  liir  ilr  mrioK  oT  ihira>t4 

ITalllr.  (ilk  ihn  Miil  GnTin  aliinMH  caalil  *M  be  lairlMW  nril.  Had  ikai  ikrf 

Iwd  ilHcrrH  to  ^iT  tuv  ilceiMniiw  UniriD  till  lk«  >dvica  oT  Hm  AwnMn 

might  he  had  roirnariie  the  Maw.    'flie  AtirmMlF  havinf*  inqnir.!  iti' ikf 

niuiner  oT  n<iB)c  IhrKnT.  mit  pailicvUri*  vnilcnUiad.  he  ruaaaiatiea  nf  <!■ 


lk«  >dirica  or  iIm  AweaM* 

. .  nioad.  he  ruaaiMtiea  li  <!■ 

(Mhcrmw.  iliai  ilie  nutoin  it  nulv  to  ca>t  ibc  •!•«-  m 
HHse  walcr.  *«■■  pve  U»  dMeafll  <."Blite  Ihrrwif  to  tlfiiit.  and  ibm  ihr  mw 
ia  <kne  wiibmii  wiae  anv  inifd*.  wrli  a«<'haimn  aad  8arpmln  uw  la 
Ikair  OHlawiiiD  pracikc*')  and  mmideriu  thai  in  oaiurc  ihair  ace  amy 
lliinii  tns»  le worti  utraiigp  riferta, wbenwrnn  hiiaian  wit  ran  ((tv»  ■  irava. 
it  havine  plra^  Ood  lu  pvo  to  Mime*  and  hw la  a  «p-  ^noe  Sat  ^siaf, 

.if  piaBT  inAmitiu  in  ntaa  and  hcaii,  tiixmi  ibp  Bn  torccaae  ikiif 

|.(n<vH.  ai  IhriviB  ihrr  nrnvivr  an  emund  of  OflcHCC,  inniihn  ik* 

taiil  l.urd  of  I.K,  in  ihe  mine  if  tke  laid  alone.  M  lalia  *•■)    il    lia 

mil  licrraller  wiiJi  Ibo  lean  wrinille  Ih.ii  pn^il-lv  mavhe.     i.  <i  nfiK* 

Book!  of  Iha  AiiemUie  holdeu  al  Ula*gov,  and  ubMribed  at  i.  -mmL 

H.  Ki>aKaT  Yooiin,  Ci. 
Aiwmblia  at  Glai^t 
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